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The theme of the book of Acts can be found in Jesus’ words to His disciples in Acts 1:8
 
Acts 1:8 (KJV) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
In chapter 20, Paul departs from Ephesus and continues his third missionary journey in Macedonia and
Greece.
 
Acts 20:1-38 (KJV) 1 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto himhim the disciples, and embraced
themthem, and departed for to go into Macedonia. 2 And when he had gone over those parts, and had given
them much exhortation, he came into Greece, 3 And therethere abode three months. And when the Jews laid
wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia.

• The Jews were determined to kill Paul, yet they were unsuccessful at every turn. Paul realized that
they could not choose the time of his death. He alone would make that decision

• Philippians 1:21-25 (NLT) 21 For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. 22 But
if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t know which is better. 23 I’m torn
between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for me. 24 But for
your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 25 Knowing this, I am convinced that I will remain
alive so I can continue to help all of you grow and experience the joy of your faith.

4 And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and
Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.  

• Paul had a large team from several churches that traveled with him, as well as Luke

5 These going before tarried for us at Troas. 6 And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of
unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. 7 And upon the
first dayday of the week,

• The church met on Sunday, which was the first day of the week

when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the
morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.

• Paul preached all day long and all night long

8 And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together. 9 And there sat in
a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long
preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead.

• This was not God’s judgment for sleeping in church!

10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing himhim said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in
him. 11 When he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long while,
even till break of day, so he departed.

• Paul didn’t apologize for speaking too long; he simply raised the young man from the dead, got
something to eat, and continued ministering the word till dawn – a 24 hour meeting!
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12 And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted. 13 And we went before to ship,
and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed, minding himself to go
afoot. 14 And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene. 15 And we sailed thence,
and came the next dayday over against Chios; and the next dayday we arrived at Samos, and tarried at
Trogyllium; and the next dayday we came to Miletus. 16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because
he would not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day
of Pentecost. 17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. 18 And when they
were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what
manner I have been with you at all seasons, 19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many
tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 20 AndAnd how I kept back nothing
that was profitable unto youunto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to
house, 21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the
things that shall befall me there: 23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds
and afflictions abide me.

• Paul was determined to go to Jerusalem, and then Rome: but the Holy Spirit spoke through
prophecy and directly to him in numerous locations what would befall Him once he arrived in
Jerusalem

• Acts 20:22-23 (NCV) 22 But now I must obey the Holy Spirit and go to Jerusalem. I don’t know what
will happen to me there. 23 I know only that in every city the Holy Spirit tells me that troubles and
even jail wait for me.

• Acts 21:10 And as we tarried therethere many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet,
named Agabus. 11 And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands
and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that
owneth this girdle, and shall deliver himhim into the hands of the Gentiles.

• Prophets were then, and still are today, recognized ministers in the church

24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the
grace of God.

• Paul was determined to carry out his mission regardless of consequence

25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see
my face no more. 26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I amam pure from the blood of all menmen.

• Paul tells the leaders of the church at Ephesus that he will not ever return there .

• Paul states that he is not guilty of the blood of any man, for he had preached the gospel to all. He
also was not guilty of the blood of Stephen, in whose murder he participated, by virtue of the
blood of Jesus. Paul had a  righteousness conscienceness.

27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 Take heed therefore unto
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departing
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

• Paul declares that those who preach false doctrine will come to the church, attempting to wound and
destroy the flock of God, the believers in Jesus

30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

• The leaders at Ephesus heeded Paul’s warning
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• Revelation 2:1-7 (NCV) 1 “Write this to the angel of the church in Ephesus: “The One who holds the
seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands says this: 2 I know
what you do, how you work hard and never give up. I know you do not put up with the false
teachings of evil people. You have tested those who say they are apostles but really are not, and
you found they are liars. 3 You have patience and have suffered troubles for my name and have not
given up. 4 “But I have this against you: You have left the love you had in the beginning. 5 So
remember where you were before you fell. Change your hearts and do what you did at first. If you
do not change, I will come to you and will take away your lampstand from its place. 6 But there is
something you do that is right: You hate what the Nicolaitans do, as much as I. 7 “Every person
who has ears should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To those who win the victory I
will give the right to eat the fruit from the tree of life, which is in the garden of God.

31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night
and day with tears. 32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is
able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 33 I have coveted
no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my
necessities, and to them that were with me.

• I worked for my own living

35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 36 And when he had thus
spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all. 37 And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and
kissed him, 38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more.
And they accompanied him unto the ship.

Acts 21:1-40 (KJV) 1 And it came to pass, that after we were gotten from them, and had launched, we
came with a straight course unto Coos, and the dayday following unto Rhodes, and from thence unto Patara:
2 And finding a ship sailing over unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and set forth. 3 Now when we had
discovered Cyprus, we left it on the left hand, and sailed into Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there the ship
was to unlade her burden. 4 And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through
the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.

• This group of believers prophesied that Paul should not go to Jerusalem, but

• Paul’s conviction was that the Holy Spirit had told him to go to Jerusalem

• Acts 20:22-23 (NIV2011) 22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing
what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that
prison and hardships are facing me.

5 And when we had accomplished those days, we departed and went our way; and they all brought us on
our way, with wives and children, till we werewe were out of the city: and we kneeled down on the shore, and
prayed. 6 And when we had taken our leave one of another, we took ship; and they returned home again. 7

And when we had finished ourour course from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, and saluted the brethren, and
abode with them one day. 8 And the next dayday we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto
Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was oneone of the seven; and abode
with him. 9 And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy. 10 And as we tarried therethere
many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. 11 And when he was come
unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver himhim into the hands of
the Gentiles.  

• Agabus did not prophesy that Paul should not go to Jerusalem, just that he would be imprisoned
there



• Which prophecy was correct? The believers at Tyre who told him not to go, or the Prophet Agabus
declaration?

• Which lined up with what the Holy Spirit told Paul personally? Agabus

• Rules for evaluating prophecy directed to you personally: it must line up with what the Holy Spirit
has ALREADY told you

12 And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to
Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to
be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 14 And when he would not be
persuaded, we ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done.

• When prophetic words are given, the Lord must judge the accuracy

• The believer must act on the witness of the Holy Spirit in his heart.

• Romans 8:14 (NIV2011) For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.

15 And after those days we took up our carriages, and went up to Jerusalem. 16 There went with us also
certaincertain of the disciples of Caesarea, and brought with them one Mnason of Cyprus, an old disciple, with
whom we should lodge. 17 And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18 And
the dayday following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present. 19 And when he had
saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.

• Paul recognized James’ authority in Jerusalem, as he always had. He therefore gave his account of
his missionary work

20 And when they heard itit, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many
thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law: 21 And they are informed of
thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they
ought not to circumcise theirtheir children, neither to walk after the customs. 22 What is it therefore? the
multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come.

• There was clearly still a division in the early church between Jews who beloved that the law still
needed to be obeyed and Gentiles who had been told by James and Paul that they did not

• James and the other leaders at Jerusalem were afraid of a church split over Paul’s teaching, and
advised him to demonstrate his personal adherence to the law of Moses

23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them; 24 Them take, and
purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave theirtheir heads: and all may
know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but thatthat thou thyself
also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.

• This was a Nazirite vow, the same as Paul had taken earlier

25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written andand concluded that they observe no such thing,
save only that they keep themselves from thingsthings offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled,
and from fornication. 26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered
into the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be
offered for every one of them. 27 And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which were of
Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him, 28 Crying out,
Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all menmen every where against the people, and the law,
and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath polluted this holy place. 29 (For
they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had
brought into the temple.) 30 And all the city was moved, and the people ran together: and they took Paul,



brought into the temple.) 30 And all the city was moved, and the people ran together: and they took Paul,
and drew him out of the temple: and forthwith the doors were shut. 31 And as they went about to kill him,
tidings came unto the chief captain of the band, that all Jerusalem was in an uproar.

• Once again the Jews tried to kill Paul. They were unsuccessful, but he suffered a beating

32 Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down unto them: and when they saw the chief
captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul. 33 Then the chief captain came near, and took him, and
commanded himhim to be bound with two chains; and demanded who he was, and what he had done. 34 And
some cried one thing, some another, among the multitude: and when he could not know the certainty for
the tumult, he commanded him to be carried into the castle.

• Paul was chained and imprisoned as prophesied

35 And when he came upon the stairs, so it was, that he was borne of the soldiers for the violence of the
people. 36 For the multitude of the people followed after, crying, Away with him. 37 And as Paul was to be
led into the castle, he said unto the chief captain, May I speak unto thee? Who said, Canst thou speak
Greek? 38 Art not thou that Egyptian, which before these days madest an uproar, and leddest out into the
wilderness four thousand men that were murderers? 39 But Paul said, I am a man which amwhich am a Jew of
Tarsus, a citya city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the people.
40 And when he had given him licence, Paul stood on the stairs, and beckoned with the hand unto the
people. And when there was made a great silence, he spake unto themthem in the Hebrew tongue, saying,

• Paul speaks in his own defense. We’ll pick it up next week in Ch 22

 

 


