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Lesson Number: 30A 

Subject: Grade 9 Social Science 
Term: 1 
Week: 9   Lesson Number: 30A 
Date: __/__/ 2021 
Unit: 3 Investigating Papua New Guinea History 
Topic: The Distant Past and Melanesian Development in Papua New Guinea 
Learning outcome: 
1. Investigate aspects of Papua New Guinea’s past from a range of historical sources 

and communicate findings from investigations in oral and written forms. 
 

 
Introduction 
Lesson 30A continues on from lesson 29A. This time we look at who the early migrants 
were and how they came into the Pacific. 
 
Instructions 
In your Exercise Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is neat and 
legible. (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to school). 
 
Resource 
Copy the lesson notes given below and answer the practice exercise that follows. 
 

‘The Pacific Pathfinders’ 
The Early Arrivals in Papua New Guinea and the Pacific  
The first people came to the Pacific from Asia in two major migration streams.  
1. Non – Austronesians  
2. Austronesians  
The non – Austronesians (first group) came during the ice-age when the sea level was 
lower than it is today. They came about 40 000 to 50 000 years ago. During that time, 
Australia, Tasmania and the island of New Guinea were joined together in one land mass 
that has been given the name Sahul. 
 
Much of South- East Asia was also joined together, and was referred to as Sunda. 
 
There was a time long ago when the sea level was much lower than it is today. Great ice-
caps covered large regions of the earth, stretching down from the North Pole to the 
South Pole and upwards from the Antarctic. This caused the sea level to drop. 
Landmasses separated by sea today were once joined together. This made it possible 
for the first people to walk or ferry over. 
 
The term ‘Austronesian’ refers to a large family of languages including many in the 
Pacific, South-east Asia and Madagascar off the coast of east Africa. These languages 
are taught to be linked to the first Austronesian people that came out of Taiwan 3, 000 to 
1, 500 years BC/BCE ago. Non-Austronesian refers to languages and people who did not 
originate from the Austronesian – speaking people that came out of Taiwan. That means 
that these people may have come from the first group of migrants into PNG and Australia 
through Sunda and Sahul. 

 
See map on the next page. 
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Map showing migration routes of Non-Austronesians 
 
 
Practice Exercise 6 
 
1. How many major waves of migration occurred into PNG and the Pacific? 

2. Which group of people were the first to arrive in PNG and when did they come? 

3. What event occurred in the world that enabled the first people to migrate? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


