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TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | PSALMS 106-109 
 
“GIVE THANKS TO JEHOVAH”: (10 MIN.) 
 

Why did the Israelites quickly forget Jehovah’s saving acts? 
106:7, 13, 14 

 They shifted their focus from Jehovah to their immediate comforts and fleshly 
concerns 

How can you cultivate a grateful heart and maintain it? 
106:1-5 

 Focus on the many reasons you have to be thankful 

 Meditate on the hope for the future 

 Thank Jehovah in prayer for specific blessings 
 
Ps 106:1-3—Jehovah deserves our thanks (w15 1/15 8 ¶1; w02 6/1 18 ¶19) 
 

The Watchtower (2015)Give Thanks to Jehovah and Be Blessed 
1. Why is Jehovah worthy of our thanks? 
JEHOVAH, the Giver of “every good gift and every perfect present,” is indeed 
worthy of our thanks. (Jas. 1:17) As our loving Shepherd, he tenderly cares for 
all our physical and spiritual needs. (Ps. 23:1-3) He has proved to be “our 
refuge and strength”—especially in times of distress! (Ps. 46:1) Surely we 
have many reasons to agree wholeheartedly with the psalmist who wrote: 
“Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; his loyal love endures forever.”—Ps. 
106:1. 
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Our yeartext for 2015: “Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good.”—Psalm 106:1 
The Watchtower (2002)Find Delight in Jehovah’s Righteousness 

19. What blessings can be ours if we find delight in God‟s righteousness? 
19 

In these perilous and uncertain days, taking delight in Jehovah‟s 
righteousness is a source of security and protection. To the question: 
“O Jehovah, who will be a guest in your tent? Who will reside in your holy 
mountain?” King David answered: “He who is walking faultlessly and 
practicing righteousness.” (Psalm 15:1, 2) By pursuing God‟s righteousness 
and finding delight in it, we can maintain a good relationship with him and 
continue to enjoy his favor and blessing. Thus, ours is a life of contentment, 
self-respect, and peace of mind. “He that is pursuing righteousness and 
loving-kindness will find life, righteousness and glory,” says God‟s Word. 
(Proverbs 21:21) Furthermore, trying our best to do what is just and right in all 
our endeavors means happy personal relationships and an improved quality 
of life—morally and spiritually. The psalmist declared: “Happy are those 
observing justice, doing righteousness all the time.”—Psalm 106:3. 

 
Ps 106:7-14, 19-25, 35-39—The Israelites lost appreciation and became 
unfaithful (w15 1/15 8-9 ¶2-3; w01 6/15 13 ¶1-3) 
 

New World TranslationPsalm 106:7-14 
 7 Our forefathers in Egypt did not appreciate* your wonderful works. 
They did not remember your abundant loyal love, 
But they rebelled at the sea, by the Red Sea.+ 
 8 But he saved them for the sake of his name,+ 
To make his mightiness known.+ 
 9 He rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up; 
He led them through its depths as through a desert;*+ 

New World TranslationPsalm 106:19-25 
19 They made a calf in Hoʹreb 
And bowed down to a statue of metal;*+ 
20 They exchanged my glory 
For the representation of a grass-eating bull.+ 
21 They forgot God+ their Savior, 
Who did great things in Egypt,+ 
22 Wonderful works in the land of Ham,+ 
Awe-inspiring deeds at the Red Sea.+ 
23 He was about to order their annihilation, 
But Moses his chosen one interceded with him* 
To avert his destructive anger.+ 
24 Then they despised the desirable land;+ 
They had no faith in his promise.+ 
25 They kept grumbling in their tents;+ 
They did not listen to the voice of Jehovah.+ 
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New World TranslationPsalm 106:35-39 
35 But they mingled with the nations+ 
And adopted* their ways.+ 
36 They kept serving their idols,+ 
And these became a snare to them.+ 
37 They would sacrifice their sons 
And their daughters to demons.+ 
38 They kept spilling innocent blood,+ 
The blood of their own sons and daughters 
Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Caʹnaan;+ 
And the land was polluted with bloodshed. 
39 They became unclean by their works; 
They committed spiritual prostitution by their deeds.+ 

The Watchtower (2015)Give Thanks to Jehovah and Be Blessed 
2, 3. (a) What are the dangers of taking our blessings for granted? (b) What 
questions will we consider in this article? 
2 
Why is it important for us to consider this matter of giving thanks? As 

foretold, people in these last days have become increasingly unthankful. 
(2 Tim. 3:2) Many take their blessings for granted. Influenced by the 
commercial world and its advertising, millions of people strive to obtain more 
instead of being content with what they have. We too can be affected by this 
unappreciative spirit. Like the ancient Israelites, we could become ungrateful 
and lose appreciation for our precious relationship with Jehovah and for the 
blessings that we have received from him.—Ps. 106:7, 11-13. 
3 
Then, too, consider what can happen when we undergo difficult trials. At 

such times, we could easily become overwhelmed and lose sight of our 
blessings. (Ps. 116:3) Therefore, how can we cultivate a grateful heart and 
maintain it? And what will help us to remain positive even when we are 
undergoing severe trials? Let us see. 

The Watchtower (2001)Do Not Become Forgetful Hearers 
1. What miracles were the people of ancient Israel privileged to witness? 
“UNFORGETTABLE” would be a good word to describe the miracles 
performed by Jehovah in ancient Egypt. Each one of the Ten Plagues was 
undeniably awesome. Those blows were followed by the amazing deliverance 
of the people of Israel through the parted waters of the Red Sea. 
(Deuteronomy 34:10-12) If you had been an eyewitness of those events, 
hopefully you would never have forgotten the One responsible for them. Yet, 
the psalmist sang: “They [the Israelites] forgot God their Savior, the Doer of 
great things in Egypt, wonderful works in the land of Ham, fear-inspiring things 
at the Red Sea.”—Psalm 106:21, 22. 
2. What shows that Israel‟s appreciation for God‟s mighty acts was short-
lived? 
2 
After crossing the Red Sea, the Israelites “began to fear Jehovah and to put 

faith in Jehovah.” (Exodus 14:31) The men of Israel joined Moses in a victory 
song to Jehovah, and Miriam and other women responded by playing 
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tambourines and dancing. (Exodus 15:1, 20) Yes, God‟s people were 
impressed with Jehovah‟s mighty acts. But their appreciation for the One who 
performed those acts was short-lived. Soon afterward many of them behaved 
as though they had suffered a major memory loss. They became murmurers 
and complainers against Jehovah. Some engaged in idolatry and sexual 
immorality.—Numbers 14:27; 25:1-9. 

What Could Make Us Forget? 
3. Because of our imperfect nature, what could we forget? 
3 
Israel‟s lack of appreciation is indeed perplexing. Still, the same thing could 

happen to us. True, we have not witnessed such divine miracles. In our 
relationship with God, however, there surely have been occasions that were 
unforgettable. Some of us may remember when we accepted the truth from 
the Bible. Other joyful times may include our prayer of dedication to Jehovah 
and our water baptism as true Christians. Many of us have experienced 
Jehovah‟s helping hand at other points in our life. (Psalm 118:15) Above all, 
through the sacrificial death of God‟s own Son, Jesus Christ, we have 
received the hope of salvation. (John 3:16) Nevertheless, because of our 
imperfect nature, when faced with wrong desires and the anxieties of life, we 
may too easily forget the good things that Jehovah has done for us. 

 
Ps 106:4, 5, 48—We have many reasons to thank Jehovah (w11 10/15 5 ¶7; w03 
12/1 15-16 ¶3-6) 
 

New World TranslationPsalm 106:4, 5 
 4 Remember me, O Jehovah, when you show favor* toward your people.+ 
Take care of me with your acts of salvation, 
 5 So that I may enjoy the goodness you show your chosen ones,+ 
That I may rejoice along with your nation, 
That I may proudly praise* you along with your inheritance. 

New World TranslationPsalm 106:48 
48 May Jehovah, the God of Israel, be praised 
Throughout all eternity.*+ 
And let all the people say, “Amen!”* 
Praise Jah!* 

The Watchtower (2011)Let Us Rejoice Together! 
The situation of fellow Christians, however, is different, and so is their spirit. 
The apostle Paul wrote: “Always be rejoicing.” (1 Thess. 5:16) There are many 
reasons for us to be joyful and to rejoice together. We worship the Most High 
God, Jehovah; we understand the Bible‟s message of truth; we have the hope 
of salvation and eternal life; and we can also help others to attain the same 
blessings.—Ps. 106:4, 5; Jer. 15:16; Rom. 12:12. 

The Watchtower (2003)“Show Yourselves Thankful” 
3. For what are we thankful to Jehovah? 
3 
It is to Jehovah God, our Creator and Life-Giver, that we owe our gratitude, 

especially as we consider some of the bounteous gifts he has showered upon 
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us. (James 1:17) Daily, we thank Jehovah that we are alive. (Psalm 36:9) 
Around us, we observe abundant evidence of Jehovah‟s handiwork, such as 
the sun, moon, and stars. Our planet‟s rich storehouse of life-sustaining 
minerals, the atmosphere‟s finely balanced mixture of vital gases, and the 
intricate cycles in nature all testify to the debt we owe our loving heavenly 
Father. “Many things you yourself have done, O Jehovah my God,” sang King 
David, “even your wonderful works and your thoughts toward us; there is none 
to be compared to you. Were I inclined to tell and speak of them, they have 
become more numerous than I can recount.”—Psalm 40:5. 
4. Why should we thank Jehovah for the happy association we enjoy in our 
congregations? 
4 
Though far removed from a physical paradise, Jehovah‟s servants today 

relish living in a spiritual paradise. In our Kingdom Halls and at our 
conventions and assemblies, we experience the fruitage of God‟s spirit at 
work in our fellow believers. Indeed, when preaching to people who have little 
or no religious background, some Witnesses refer to what Paul described in 
his letter to the Galatians. They first draw attention to “the works of the flesh” 
and ask their listeners what they have observed. (Galatians 5:19-23) Most 
readily agree that these characterize human society today. When shown the 
description of the fruitage of God‟s spirit and upon being invited to the local 
Kingdom Hall to see evidence of this for themselves, many quickly 
acknowledge: “God is really among you.” (1 Corinthians 14:25) And this is not 
limited to the local Kingdom Hall. Travel where you may, when you meet any 
of the more than six million Witnesses of Jehovah, you find the same happy, 
joyous spirit. Truly, this upbuilding association is reason for giving thanks to 
Jehovah, the one who supplies his spirit to make it possible.—Zephaniah 3:9; 
Ephesians 3:20, 21. 
5, 6. How can we show ourselves thankful for God‟s greatest gift, the ransom? 
5 
The greatest gift, the most perfect present that Jehovah has bestowed, is 

that of his Son, Jesus, by means of whom the ransom sacrifice was provided. 
“If this is how God loved us,” wrote the apostle John, “then we are ourselves 
under obligation to love one another.” (1 John 4:11) Yes, we show ourselves 
thankful for the ransom not only by expressing love and gratitude to Jehovah 
but also by living our lives in a way that manifests love for others.—Matthew 
22:37-39. 
6 
We can learn more about showing gratitude by considering the way Jehovah 

dealt with Israel of old. By means of the Law, which he gave to the nation 
through Moses, Jehovah taught the people many lessons. Through “the 
framework of the knowledge and of the truth in the Law,” we can learn much 
that will help us follow Paul‟s counsel: “Show yourselves thankful.”—Romans 
2:20; Colossians 3:15. 

 
DIGGING FOR SPIRITUAL GEMS: (8 MIN.) 
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Ps 109:8—Did God predestine Judas to betray Jesus in order to fulfill 
prophecy? (w00 12/15 24 ¶20; it-1 857-858) 
 

New World TranslationPsalm 109:8 
 8 Let his days be few;+ 
His office of oversight let someone else take.+ 

The Watchtower (2000)Stand Complete With Firm Conviction 
20. If a relatively few deflect from the Christian way, why need this be no 
cause for discouragement? 
20 

You should not be distracted or discouraged by the fact that not all stand 
complete and with firm conviction. Some may fail, be deflected, or simply give 
up. That happened among those closest to Jesus, his apostles. But when 
Judas turned traitor, did the other apostles slow down or quit? No, indeed! 
Peter applied Psalm 109:8 to show that another would take Judas‟ place. A 
replacement was selected, and God‟s loyal ones actively got on with their 
preaching assignment. (Acts 1:15-26) They were determined to stand 
complete with firm conviction. 

 
Ps 109:31—In what way does Jehovah “stand at the right hand of the poor”? 
(w06 9/1 14 ¶8) 
 

New World TranslationPsalm 109:31 
31 For he will stand at the right hand of the poor 
To save him from those who condemn him.* 

The Watchtower (2006)Highlights From Book Five of Psalms 
109:30, 31; 110:5. The sword-wielding right hand of a soldier normally lacks 
the protection of the shield, which was held on the left. Metaphorically, 
Jehovah is “at the right hand” of his servants, to fight for them. Thus he gives 
them protection and help—a fine reason for us to “laud [him] very much”! 

 
What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah? 
 
 
What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry? 
 
 

PSALMS 106-109  | SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUR PERSONAL COMMENTS 
 

PSALM 106:1) 
“Praise Jah! Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures 
forever.” 
 

*** yb15 pp. 2-3 2015 Yeartext *** 
2015 Yeartext 

“Give Thanks to Jehovah, for He Is Good.”—Psalm 106:1 
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After being delivered from Pharaoh and his armies at the Red Sea, the Israelites 
had every reason to give thanks to Jehovah. We too can gladly give thanks to 
Jehovah. True, when we undergo trialsome circumstances, we can easily become 
discouraged. At such times, we can be comforted and strengthened by reflecting on 
our blessings. 

Among our most cherished blessings is our sure hope of deliverance from 
everything that causes us pain and distress. Whatever hardships may come our way, 
we know that Jehovah will not abandon us. Our loving Shepherd provides everything 
we need to serve him faithfully. He never fails to be a “refuge and strength, a help that 
is readily found in times of distress.” (Ps. 46:1) Our keeping focused on such blessings 
will help us cope with even the most grievous ordeals. Throughout the coming year, 
may we reflect joyfully on our blessings and be moved to “give thanks to Jehovah, for 
he is good; his loyal love endures forever.”—Ps. 106:1. 

 
PSALM 106:7) 
“Our forefathers in Egypt did not appreciate your wonderful works. They did not 
remember your abundant loyal love, But they rebelled at the sea, by the Red 
Sea.” 
 

*** w95 9/1 pp. 19-20 Can You Cultivate More Discernment? *** 
Israel’s Lack of Discernment 

The danger of failing to exercise discernment is seen in an event in the early 
history of Israel. Looking back on that time, the inspired psalmist said: “As for our 
forefathers in Egypt, they did not show any insight into your wonderful works. They did 
not remember the abundance of your grand loving-kindness, but they behaved 
rebelliously at the sea, by the Red Sea.”—Psalm 106:7. 

When Moses led Israel out of Egypt, Jehovah had already shown his power and 
his determination to free his people by visiting ten plagues on that mighty world power. 
After Pharaoh let the Israelites go, Moses led them to the banks of the Red Sea. 
However, the armies of Egypt marched after them in pursuit. It seemed as though the 
Israelites were trapped and that their newfound freedom was to be very short-lived. So 
the Bible record says: “The sons of Israel got quite afraid and began to cry out to 
Jehovah.” And they turned on Moses, saying: “What is this that you have done to us in 
leading us out of Egypt? . . . For it is better for us to serve the Egyptians than for us to 
die in the wilderness.”—Exodus 14:10-12. 

Their fear may seem understandable until we remember that they had already 
seen ten outstanding demonstrations of Jehovah‟s power. They knew firsthand what 
Moses would remind them of some 40 years later: “Jehovah brought us out of Egypt 
with a strong hand and an outstretched arm and with great fearsomeness and with 
signs and miracles.” (Deuteronomy 26:8) Hence, as the psalmist wrote, when the 
Israelites turned against Moses‟ direction, “they did not show any insight.” 

 
*** w89 3/15 p. 17 par. 1 Insight That Jehovah Has Given *** 

THE people of ancient Israel knew that Jehovah was the only true God. They had 
been told of his dealings with their forefathers, and they had personally experienced 
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his loving-kindness. But on more than one occasion, they acted with a gross lack of 
insight. They “behaved rebelliously” toward Jehovah and his representatives. Why? 
Because “they did not remember” what he had done for them. (Psalm 106:7, 13) It 
was not that they did not know these things; they failed to ponder over them 
appreciatively. As a result, they proved to be “persons desiring injurious things.”—
1 Corinthians 10:6. 

 
PSALM 106:13) 
“But they quickly forgot what he did; They did not wait for his counsel.” 
 

*** w88 7/1 p. 8 par. 5 “Show Yourselves Thankful” *** 
5
 The 106th Psalm gives a poetic summary of the mighty acts Jehovah performed 

in behalf of his people, Israel. God‟s dealings with them were in addition to the 
goodness and normal blessings of life that he bestows upon mankind in general. 
Despite these advantages, however, the psalmist points out that the Israelites did not 
continue to show appreciation for their unique blessings. Verse 13 states: “Quickly 
they forgot his works; they did not wait for his counsel.” No, it was not the passing of 
time that gradually diminished their thankfulness, so that decades later they no longer 
remembered what God had done for them. Instead, they forgot quickly—within weeks 
of Jehovah‟s outstanding miracles in their behalf at the Red Sea. (Exodus 16:1-3) 

 
PSALM 106:16) 
“In the camp they grew jealous of Moses And of Aaron, the holy one of 
Jehovah.” 
 

*** it-1 p. 25 Abiram *** 
Abiram and his brother Dathan supported Korah the Levite in his rebellion against 

the authority of Moses and Aaron. A third Reubenite, named On, is also included in 
the initial stage of the rebellion but thereafter receives no mention. (Nu 16:1) Having 
gathered a group of 250 chieftains, who were “men of fame,” these men accused 
Moses and Aaron of arbitrarily elevating themselves over the rest of the congregation. 
(Nu 16:1-3) From Moses‟ words to Korah it is clear that Korah and his followers 
among the Levites sought the priesthood that had been conferred on Aaron (Nu 16:4-
11); but this was evidently not the case with Abiram and Dathan, who were 
Reubenites. Moses dealt separately with them, and their rejection of his call for them 
to appear before him contains accusations directed solely against Moses, with no 
mention made of Aaron. They decried Moses‟ leadership of the nation and said that he 
was „trying to play the prince over them to the limit,‟ and that he had failed in making 
good the promise of leading them into any land flowing with milk and honey. Moses‟ 
prayer to Jehovah in answer to these accusations likewise contains a defense of his 
own actions, not those of Aaron.—Nu 16:12-15. 

From this it would appear that the rebellion was two-pronged and aimed not only at 
the Aaronic priesthood but also at Moses‟ position as administrator of God‟s 
instructions. (Ps 106:16) The situation may have seemed opportune for organizing 
popular sentiment toward a change, since shortly before this the people had severely 
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complained against Moses, had talked of appointing a new head to lead the nation 
back to Egypt, and had even talked of stoning Joshua and Caleb for upholding Moses 
and Aaron. (Nu 14:1-10) Reuben was Jacob‟s firstborn son but lost his right to the 
inheritance as such because of wrong action. (1Ch 5:1) Thus, Dathan and Abiram 
may have been expressing resentment at Moses the Levite‟s exercise of authority 
over them, because of desiring to regain the lost primacy of their forefather. Numbers 
26:9, however, shows that their struggle was not only against Moses and Aaron but 
also “against Jehovah,” who had divinely commissioned Moses and Aaron to occupy 
positions of authority. 

 
PSALM 106:32) 
“They provoked Him at the waters of Merʹi·bah, And it went badly for Moses 
because of them.” 

 
*** it-2 p. 379 Meribah *** 

2. The name “Meribah” was later also given to a location near Kadesh, the reason 
for the name likewise being Israel‟s quarreling with Moses and Jehovah about the lack 
of water. (Nu 20:1-13) Unlike the place near Rephidim, where the Israelites encamped 
less than two months after coming out of Egypt (Ex 16:1; 17:1; 19:1), this Meribah did 
not bear the name Massah. The Scriptures sometimes distinguish it from the other 
location by referring to “the waters of Meribah” (Ps 106:32) or “the waters of Meribah 
at Kadesh.” (Nu 27:14; De 32:51) 

 
PSALM 106:48) 
“May Jehovah, the God of Israel, be praised Throughout all eternity. And let all 
the people say, “Amen!” Praise Jah!” 
 

*** it-1 p. 90 Amen *** 
Each of the first four books, or collections, of the Psalms concludes with this 

expression, perhaps indicating that it was customary for the congregation of Israel to 
join in at the end of the song or psalm with an “Amen.”—Ps 41:13; 72:19; 89:52; 
106:48. 

 
*** it-1 p. 91 Amen *** 

The prayer expressed at 1 Chronicles 16:36 and those contained in the Psalms 
(41:13; 72:19; 89:52; 106:48), as well as the expressions contained in the canonical 
letters, all indicate the correctness of the use of “Amen” at the close of prayers. It is 
true that not all the prayers recorded show such conclusion, such as David‟s closing 
prayer for Solomon (1Ch 29:19) or Solomon‟s dedication prayer at the inauguration of 
the temple (1Ki 8:53-61), although such expression may well have been made. (Note 
1Ch 29:20.) Similarly, its use is not recorded in Jesus‟ prayers (Mt 26:39, 42; Joh 
17:1-26) or in the prayer of the disciples at Acts 4:24-30. However, the weight of the 
prior evidence presented strongly indicates the rightness of the use of “Amen” as a 
conclusion to prayer, and Paul‟s statement at 1 Corinthians 14:16 in particular shows 
that it was customary for those in Christian assembly to join in the Amen to a prayer. 
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Additionally, the examples of those in heaven, recorded at Revelation 5:13, 14; 7:10-
12; and 19:1-4, all give support to its use in subscribing to prayers or solemn 
statements and thereby, through the use of this one word, expressing the confidence, 
strong approval, and earnest hope that is in their hearts. 

 
PSALM 107:23) 
“Those who travel on the sea in ships, Who ply their trade over the vast waters,” 
 

*** w05 10/15 p. 32 “They That Go Down to the Sea in Ships” *** 
“They That Go Down to the Sea in Ships” 

FACING the outer harbor of Gloucester, Massachusetts, U.S.A., stands a bronze 
statue depicting a helmsman, intent on steering his ship through a storm. The statue 
commemorates the thousands of Gloucester fishermen known to have died at sea. On 
the statue‟s base and a nearby plaque are the words of Psalm 107:23, 24: “They that 
go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; These see the works of 
the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.”—King James Version. 

Working on the rich undersea banks of the Atlantic is perilous business. Over the 
years, as many as 5,368 men from Gloucester, which now has a population of some 
30,000, are known to have lost their lives while fishing at sea. Says the memorial: 
“Some were overtaken by the howling winds and mountainous seas of a catastrophic 
northeaster. Some met their fate in the solitude of a small dory gone astray from the 
schooner that brought them to the banks. Some ships collided in storms and tragically 
sank. Others were run down by steamers in shipping lanes.” 

The memorial stands as a sad witness to the toil and dangers that fishermen have 
faced over the centuries. Imagine the tears of desperation shed for lost husbands, 
fathers, brothers, and sons. Yet, Jehovah God does not forget the widows, the 
orphans, or those who lost their lives at sea. The apostle John pointed to this future 
development: “The sea gave up those dead in it, and death and Hades gave up those 
dead in them.” (Revelation 20:13) At the time of their resurrection, those who went 
“down to the sea in ships” will see wonderful “works of the Lord” indeed. 

 
PSALM 107:24) 
“They have seen the works of Jehovah And his wonderful works in the deep;” 
 

*** w05 10/15 p. 32 “They That Go Down to the Sea in Ships” *** 
“They That Go Down to the Sea in Ships” 

FACING the outer harbor of Gloucester, Massachusetts, U.S.A., stands a bronze 
statue depicting a helmsman, intent on steering his ship through a storm. The statue 
commemorates the thousands of Gloucester fishermen known to have died at sea. On 
the statue‟s base and a nearby plaque are the words of Psalm 107:23, 24: “They that 
go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; These see the works of 
the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.”—King James Version. 

Working on the rich undersea banks of the Atlantic is perilous business. Over the 
years, as many as 5,368 men from Gloucester, which now has a population of some 
30,000, are known to have lost their lives while fishing at sea. Says the memorial: 
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“Some were overtaken by the howling winds and mountainous seas of a catastrophic 
northeaster. Some met their fate in the solitude of a small dory gone astray from the 
schooner that brought them to the banks. Some ships collided in storms and tragically 
sank. Others were run down by steamers in shipping lanes.” 

The memorial stands as a sad witness to the toil and dangers that fishermen have 
faced over the centuries. Imagine the tears of desperation shed for lost husbands, 
fathers, brothers, and sons. Yet, Jehovah God does not forget the widows, the 
orphans, or those who lost their lives at sea. The apostle John pointed to this future 
development: “The sea gave up those dead in it, and death and Hades gave up those 
dead in them.” (Revelation 20:13) At the time of their resurrection, those who went 
“down to the sea in ships” will see wonderful “works of the Lord” indeed. 

 
PSALM 107:26) 
“They rise up to the sky; They plunge down to the depths. Their courage melts 
away because of the impending calamity.” 
 

*** it-1 p. 1060 Heaven *** 
Thus, in the physical sense, the term “heavens” covers a wide range. While it may 

refer to the farthest reaches of universal space, it may also refer to something that is 
simply high, or lofty, to a degree beyond the ordinary. Thus, those aboard storm-
tossed ships are said to “go up to the heavens, . . . down to the bottoms.” (Ps 107:26) 

 
PSALM 107:27) 
“They reel and stagger like a drunken man, And all their skill proves useless.” 
 

*** w06 9/1 p. 14 par. 7 Highlights From Book Five of Psalms *** 
107:27-31. The wisdom of the world will „prove confused‟ when Armageddon 

strikes. (Revelation 16:14, 16) It cannot save anyone from destruction. Only those who 
look to Jehovah for salvation will live to “give thanks to [him] for his loving-kindness.” 

 
*** w87 3/15 p. 24 Happy God, Happy People! *** 
♦ 107:27—How did „their wisdom prove confused‟? 

Like sailors caught in a destructive storm, the Jews‟ wisdom proved futile during 
their captive state in Babylon; all human means of delivering them had failed. But by 
turning to Jehovah in the midst of this stormy situation, deliverance had come. He 
caused the symbolic storm to abate and delivered them to a safe “haven”—the land of 
Judah.—Psalm 107:30. 

 
PSALM 107:30) 
“They rejoice when these grow still, And he leads them to their desired harbor.” 
 

*** w87 3/15 p. 24 Happy God, Happy People! *** 
♦ 107:27—How did „their wisdom prove confused‟? 

Like sailors caught in a destructive storm, the Jews‟ wisdom proved futile during 
their captive state in Babylon; all human means of delivering them had failed. But by 
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turning to Jehovah in the midst of this stormy situation, deliverance had come. He 
caused the symbolic storm to abate and delivered them to a safe “haven”—the land of 
Judah.—Psalm 107:30. 

 
PSALM 108:9) 
“Moʹab is my washbasin. Over Eʹdom I will throw my sandal. Over Phi·lisʹti·a I 
will shout in triumph.”” 
 

*** it-2 p. 420 Moab *** 
Also apparently with reference to this victory, the psalmist spoke of God‟s 

regarding Moab as his “washing pot.”—Ps 60:8; 108:9. 
 

*** it-2 p. 861 Sandal *** 
By the expression “over Edom I shall throw my sandal” (Ps 60:8; 108:9) Jehovah 

may have meant that Edom would be brought under subjection. It possibly had 
reference to the custom of indicating the taking of possession by throwing one‟s 
sandal on a piece of land. Or, it could have indicated contempt for Edom, since Moab 
is called “my washing pot” in the same text. In the Middle East today, throwing the 
sandal is a gesture of contempt. 

 
PSALM 108:10) 
“Who will bring me to the fortified city? Who will lead me as far as Eʹdom?” 

 
*** it-2 p. 891 Sela *** 

2. A major Edomite city that was captured by Judean King Amaziah and renamed 
Joktheel. (2Ki 14:7) Sela may be the unnamed “fortified city” referred to at Psalm 
108:10. 

 
PSALM 109:8) 
“Let his days be few; His office of oversight let someone else take.” 

 
*** it-1 pp. 857-858 Foreknowledge, Foreordination *** 
Did God predestine Judas to betray Jesus in order to fulfill prophecy? 

The traitorous course of Judas Iscariot fulfilled divine prophecy and demonstrated 
Jehovah‟s foreknowledge as well as that of his Son. (Ps 41:9; 55:12, 13; 109:8; Ac 
1:16-20) Yet it cannot be said that God foreordained or predestinated Judas himself to 
such a course. The prophecies foretold that some intimate acquaintance of Jesus 
would be his betrayer, but they did not specify which of those sharing such 
acquaintance it would be. Again, Bible principles rule against God‟s having 
foreordained Judas‟ actions. The divine standard stated by the apostle is: “Never lay 
your hands hastily upon any man; neither be a sharer in the sins of others; preserve 
yourself chaste.” (1Ti 5:22; compare 3:6.) Evidencing his concern that the selection of 
his 12 apostles be wisely and properly made, Jesus spent the night in prayer to his 
Father before making known his decision. (Lu 6:12-16) If Judas were already divinely 
foreordained to be a traitor, this would result in inconsistency in God‟s direction and 
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guidance and, according to the rule, would make him a sharer in the sins that one 
committed. 

Thus, it seems evident that at the time of his being selected as an apostle, Judas‟ 
heart presented no definite evidence of a treasonous attitude. He allowed a 
„poisonous root to spring up‟ and defile him, resulting in his deviation and in his 
accepting, not God‟s direction, but the Devil‟s leading in a course of thievery and 
treachery. (Heb 12:14, 15; Joh 13:2; Ac 1:24, 25; Jas 1:14, 15; see JUDAS No. 4.) By 
the time such deviation reached a certain point, Jesus himself could read Judas‟ heart 
and foretell his betrayal.—Joh 13:10, 11. 

 
*** it-2 p. 131 Judas *** 

Replacement. Between Jesus‟ ascension and the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., Peter, 
applying the prophecy in Psalm 109:8, explained to a group of about 120 assembled 
disciples that it seemed appropriate to select a replacement for Judas. Two 
candidates were proposed and lots were cast, resulting in Matthias being chosen “to 
take the place of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas deviated to go to his 
own place.”—Ac 1:15, 16, 20-26. 

 
*** bt chap. 2 p. 19 par. 20 “You Will Be Witnesses of Me” *** 

Jehovah evidently purposed to have 12 apostles who followed Jesus during his 
earthly ministry form the future “twelve foundation stones” of New Jerusalem. (Rev. 
21:2, 14) God thus allowed Peter to see that the prophecy, “his office of oversight let 
someone else take,” applied to Judas.—Ps. 109:8. 

 
*** si p. 204 par. 32 Bible Book Number 44—Acts *** 

32
 The book of Acts adds testimony to that of the Gospel accounts in confirming the 

authenticity and inspiration of the Hebrew Scriptures. As Pentecost approached, Peter 
cited the fulfillment of two prophecies that “the holy spirit spoke beforehand by David‟s 
mouth about Judas.” (Acts 1:16, 20; Ps. 69:25; 109:8) 

 
*** w87 8/1 pp. 11-12 pars. 7-8 Christ Actively Leads His Congregation *** 

When seeking Jehovah‟s will in the replacement of Judas Iscariot, Peter quoted 
Psalm 109:8, which states: “His office of oversight let someone else take.” Then, in 
their prayer to Jehovah, Peter and his companions asked God to designate the man 
“to take the place of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas deviated.” 
Matthias was appointed to serve “along with the eleven apostles.”—Acts 1:20, 24-26. 

8
 The first recorded instance of the 12 apostles‟ performing in this “office of 

oversight” as a governing body was when they appointed spiritually qualified men to 
serve their brothers within the early congregation. (Acts 6:1-6) The second case was 
when Philip began to preach Christ to the Samaritans. As a result of this, “the apostles 
in Jerusalem . . . dispatched Peter and John to them.” Only after these representative 
members of the governing body had laid their hands upon the Samaritans did they 
„begin to receive holy spirit.‟—Acts 8:5, 14-17. 

 
PSALM 109:10) 
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“May his children become wandering beggars, Foraging for food from their 
ruined homes.” 
 

*** it-1 p. 279 Beggar, Begging *** 
On the other hand, Proverbs 20:4 portrays the lazy man as “begging in reaping 

time,” and Psalm 109:10 describes the execution of punishment on the wicked as 
obliging “his sons [to] go wandering about; and they must do begging, and they must 
look for food from their desolate places.” In these two latter texts the word “begging” 
translates the Hebrew sha·ʼalʹ, which term basically means “ask” or “request” (Ex 3:22; 
1Ki 3:11); however, in these two cases the implication is that the asking is done in the 
active, and perhaps public, manner characterizing begging. 

 
PSALM 109:23) 
“I am passing away like a fading shadow; I have been shaken off like a locust.” 
 

*** it-2 p. 905 Shadow *** 
The way in which a shadow changes in size and finally is no more as a result of the 

sun‟s progress is used as a simile of man‟s being short-lived or transient. (1Ch 29:15; 
Job 8:9; 14:1, 2; Ps 102:11; 144:4; Ec 6:12; 8:13) For an individual‟s days to be “like a 
shadow that has declined” signifies that his death is near. (Ps 102:11; 109:23) 

 
*** w06 9/1 p. 13 par. 5 Highlights From Book Five of Psalms *** 

109:23—What did David mean when he said: “Like a shadow when it 
declines, I am obliged to go away”? David was poetically saying that he felt that his 
death was very near.—Psalm 102:11. 

 
PSALM 109:31) 
“For he will stand at the right hand of the poor To save him from those who 
condemn him.” 
 

*** it-1 p. 1030 Hand *** 
Usually the right hand of a warrior was his sword-wielding hand, and it was 

unprotected by the shield in the left hand. Therefore, a friend would stand or fight at 
his right hand as an upholder and protector. This circumstance is used metaphorically 
with regard to God‟s help and protection to those serving him.—Ps 16:8; 109:30, 31; 
110:5; 121:5. 

 
*** w06 9/1 p. 14 par. 8 Highlights From Book Five of Psalms *** 

109:30, 31; 110:5. The sword-wielding right hand of a soldier normally lacks the 
protection of the shield, which was held on the left. Metaphorically, Jehovah is “at the 
right hand” of his servants, to fight for them. Thus he gives them protection and help—
a fine reason for us to “laud [him] very much”! 
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