
Sermon 16: 1 Kings 8:22-30: Approaching God in prayer 

OUTLINE 

Remembering who God is 
Remembering who we are 

INTRODUCTION 

The prayer of Solomon is one of the longest prayers in the Bible, being 30 verses long.  
Nehemiah 9 is the longest with 33 verses, and the longest prayer of Christ is 26 in John 17.  
The Puritans were known to pray for 45 minutes in their pulpit prayers.  Most long prayers 
are burdensome for very few are able to sustain the necessary focus and spirituality to keep 
the congregation interested for so long.  But in this long prayer there is nothing wasted.  
Solomon’s prayer like many others in the bible is a model prayer.  We will break it up into 
two parts.  Verses 22-30 are the introduction of the prayer which focus us much upon God 
and how we ought to think when we approach Him.  And then the second part which we will 
look at next week is a series of 7 requests all in relation to man’s sin, v31-53.   

A God of covenant love 

How do you start your prayers?  When you think about the God you are praying to, how do 
you begin to address Him?  Jesus taught us to begin with ‘Our Father.’  It is a tremendously 
important thing to relate to God as His children, who are loved by Him, and who know all 
His paternal care.  When we come mindful of who God is, and remind ourselves of who He 
is when we begin to pray, this often sets the tone for our praying.  Look at how Solomon 
begins, v23, ‘"O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth 
beneath, keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before 
you with all their heart.’  Solomon begins where all prayer should begin with a praise filled 
consideration of God, who He is and what He has done.  He begins with the covenant name 
of God, YHWH.  He is I AM.  He is self-sufficient and eternal.  And this God has given His 
name to His people, and so is also called ‘God of Israel.’  Solomon focuses on the 
uniqueness of God in a culture of henotheism, ‘there is no God like you, in heaven above or 
on the earth beneath.’  In particular Solomon focuses on God’s steadfast love as that which 
set Him apart from other gods, ‘showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before 
you with all their hearts.’  The gods of the ancient world as depicted in their religious 
literature were capricious, vindictive and arbitrary who would change their minds and renege 
on their commitments, but YHWH was faithful in His love. 

Do you come to God in prayer fixing your attention on the God whose love for you does not 
change?  His love which was set upon you in eternity past, which planned the salvation 
wrought in Christ, which loved sinners at the cost of the Son, which gave the Spirit to apply 
the benefits of His finished work, which put you in the position of adopted children, which 
makes you as secure in His love as Christ Himself is, who makes unbreakable promises to 
you, and gives you the Spirit Himself as a guarantee of an inheritance greater than anything 
you could ever deserve or earn.  When you come with your pains and troubles is this the 
God you fix your mind on?  God’s love is the basis of our confidence in prayer, Jesus tries to 
help His disciples see this when on the night He was betrayed as He is trying to give them 
some final instructions He says, ‘In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to 
you that I will ask the Father on your behalf;27 for the Father himself loves you, because 
you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.’  John 16:26-27.     

A God of faithfulness 



Solomon then reflects on the faithfulness of God, v24, ‘who have kept with your servant 
David my father what you declared to him. You spoke with your mouth, and with your hand 
have fulfilled it this day.’  Promises made and promises kept, we see Solomon rejoicing in the 
faithfulness of God and laying a foundation of faith for further asking.  If we rush into God’s 
presence to dump our needs on Him with no thought given to His past faithfulness our own 
praying will be less certain. Do you build up your own faith in God by thinking on His 
faithfulness?  You can ponder the many promises He has fulfilled in the Bible, but there is 
also much in your own life you can meditate upon.   

Look at how Solomon uses this past faithfulness to argue for further answers, v25-26, ‘Now 
therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father what you have 
promised him, saying, 'You shall not lack a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if 
only your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me as you have walked 
before me.'26 Now therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you have 
spoken to your servant David my father.’  Here we have a case of holy argument, the way 
we are supposed to argue our needs before God.  We bring God’s word back to Him.  God 
does not suffer from memory loss that He needs reminding, God is also not changed in 
prayer but we are.  So why then should we follow this biblical practice and pray God’s 
promises back to Him.  If God answered our every half-hearted prayer, we would not thank 
Him, we would not be very grateful, our hearts which did not really want the thing would 
not be stretched and our minds which want all sorts of things would not deeply ponder the 
rightness and need of the thing asked for.  But when we pray God’s promises back to Him, 
we are taught what we ought to want, our hearts are challenged to desire what God 
promises, our faith is built up to expect that God will work according to what He has 
promised and when the answer comes it will be a noticed event and a reason for deep 
praise.  We are changed and God is glorified. 

A transcendent and immanent God 

Solomon has a clear comprehension of the majesty of God, and recognises that we are 
sinners and God is holy and great and he asks a provocative question in v27, ‘"But will God 
indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how 
much less this house that I have built!’  How can an omnipresent God dwell in a house, and 
how can a holy God dwell among sinners?  In the modern man’s view of God, God is an 
unpopular politician who is looking for approval and votes.  God is on trial and He has to 
please us, behave, answer all our questions, and must suffer interminable audits and 
investigations into His administration of the universe. 

  Solomon’s view of God is very different.  God is not finite, He is above us, He is not like 
anything else in all creation, He is not man in capital letters, but distinct and unique.  He is 
the transcendent God who is above His creation.  And so Solomon marvels at the 
incomprehensible reality of God dwelling in a temple.  He knows that God is not like the 
idols of other nations, this is the Creator who is condescending to dwell with His people.  
The whole concept of a temple seems contradictory and nearly blasphemous to the Great 
Creator.  And this question forces us to think of the humility of God, the condescension of 
God, the grace of God in dwelling with sinners.  Solomon is astounded at the fact that God 
would be willing to dwell in a temple, nearly accepting an insult by stooping so low.  Think 
then upon the ramifications of God becoming a man and dwelling among us.  How do you 
think Solomon would respond to what we have seen God do in Christ?  But more than that, 
imagine we sat down with Solomon and we explained that God would not only dwell in a 
beautiful golden temple, but God would become a man in order to suffer and be murdered 
at our own hands to save us from ourselves.  And more than that He would He would not 



only send the Second person of the Trinity, the Son, but also the Spirit to dwell in our hearts 
individually.  That your very body would become holy ground where God would dwell.  
Solomon knew of the holy of holiness and how a highpriest would have to go through so 
many ceremonies to only go into the holy of holies once a year.  And now we are telling him 
that our very lives are a holy of holies.  Solomon had a sense of wonder at the fact that God 
would dwell in a temple, do you marvel at the fact that God would dwell in a sinner and turn 
your idol worshipping heart into a holy of holies where you can gain access to the presence 
of the King of the universe at any time?  We are cold and calloused to these astounding 
realities.   

It is this tension of the transcendent God also being the immanent God that causes us to 
differ from Islam.  Islam teaches that God is transcendent.  Because Islam is a biblical 
heresy and has many notions about God borrowed from the Bible, such as monotheism 
there is some overlap in ideas and speech.  They have an emphasis on the idea that God is 
transcendent and high above His creation, that we are not worthy of His presence.  They 
have a high view of Hs being.  And because of this they balk at the thought that God would 
allow us to relate to Him as children and call Him Father.  They view our intimacy with God 
as irreverence.  And it would be if we just expected God to condescend.  But this is the 
tension we hold that God is sublimely holy and transcendent, but because of His love and 
grace and the satisfaction of His justice in the atonement made by Christ sinners are now 
His temple, sinners are the bride of Christ, sinners are His children and call Him Father.  
Islam is a religion that over emphasizes transcendence at the expense of immanence.  
Pantheism that sees all things as one and all things as God, confuses the Creator with His 
creation and overemphasize immanence at the expense of transcendence.  But in 
Christianity alone is the integrity of God’s transcendence and immanence fully honoured.  He 
is a holy God, but on account of His love and grace towards us in Christ He has satisfied His 
justice with regards to our sins and now is in intimate fellowship with sinners.  It is this 
reality that Solomon is marvelling at.   

This conviction that God is gracious to us mere creatures is recognised in his confidence in 
beseeching God to hear his prayer and his request to hear the prayers of Israel at this 
temple, v28-30, ‘Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my 
God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you this day,29 
that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you have 
said, 'My name shall be there,' that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers 
toward this place.30 And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when 
they pray toward this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, 
forgive.’    

But our confidence is greater still.  What are we seeing here, we are seeing a King, the King 
of God’s people standing in the temple of God before the altar interceding on behalf of the 
people.  Solomon is a sinner but Christ is the perfect Messiah and a greater King than 
Solomon.  And He is a King who likewise intercedes for His people.  Rom. 8:34-35, ‘Who 
shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.34 Who is to condemn? 
Christ Jesus is the one who died---more than that, who was raised---who is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed is interceding for us.’  Solomon is asking for forgiveness of sin, how 
does Christ’s intercession guarantee forgiveness.  The intercession of Christ has at least two 
applications here.  Firstly, Christ’s body which He bears, with all the historic scars of His 
dying for us is a living testimony in the presence of the Father.  Just as the blood of the 
sacrifices covered Israel’s sins for another year, the resurrected body of Christ will eternally 
stand over against our sins as a testimony to their full payment.  There is no new blood spilt 
or sacrifices made.  He represents us for righteousness before God and none can condemn.  
But then He also prays for us.  Here the imagery is very difficult.  Does he pray for each of 



us individually by name, and being in eternity there is no time taken up?  Or should we see 
Him praying more generally for us asking for things like the strengthening and purifying of 
the church in New Zealand?  That is not clear what we can know is that He is not begging 
an unwilling Father but is in perfect agreement with the Father.  We also know that whatever 
He prays will be God’s perfect will and will come to pass.  We also know that He prays better 
for His church according to His perfect love and ability to sympathise with our weaknesses 
having experienced a human life Himself.  Israel could pray to God at the temple because 
Solomon had gone ahead and built it and prayed this prayer which God will answer in the 
positive, 1 Kings 9:3.  We have a greater confidence because Christ has gone before us to 
justify us, who also continues to be a mediator for us, and who has given us His name to 
approach the Father with that we might be received as a royal prince.  Israel had confidence 
to pray towards the temple and be heard we have a greater confidence because of Christ. 

So what do we learn from this model prayer in approaching God in prayer?  Begin with 
praise of who God is, think in particular about His various names for He uses His names in 
particular to reveal Himself to us.  In particular remember His covenant love and how we 
approach Him as children in covenant with Him.  But come in reverence as well as intimacy 
remembering His transcendence as well as His immanence.  Come marvelling at the fact 
that such a great God is willing to have fellowship with you and make a temple of your 
hearts.  Come with a greater confidence than the Israelite because the King who prayed for 
the way to be made open in prayer was prayed and secured by Christ Himself.          

 


