
Supporting Question How did colonial citizens protest British policies?

Formative Performance Task ● Analyze colonial protest documents and create a protest 
poster

Conceptual Understanding  (7.3b) Stemming from the French and Indian War, the British 
government enacted and attempted to enforce new political and 
economic policies in the colonies. These policies triggered varied 
colonial responses, including protests and dissent.

Content Specifications 7.3b.2 -  Students will examine actions taken by the British, 
including the Proclamation of 1763, the Quartering Act, the 
Stamp Act, the Tea Act, and the Coercive Acts, and colonial 
responses to those actions.

Sources Student Sources:
● Source A - New-York Journal, 24 August, 1769. Image 

citation: Isaiah Thomas, "Spinner," woodcut, from 
"Mother Goose's Melody, or Songs for the Cradle," 1794

● Source B - Boston Gazette , February 19, 1770
● Source C - “Handbill from Boston’s Non - Importation” 

William Jackson, an Importer
● Source D - “Boston Gazette’s List of Importers”
● Source E - “Letter from Cyrus Baldwin to Loammi 

Baldwin, 15 August 1765” Massachusetts Historical 
Society 

Teacher Sources:
● Mission-US.org/ Mission 1 (not required, but fun)
● Pauline Maier, From Resistance to Revolution: Colonial 

Radicals and the Development of Opposition to Britain, 
1765-1776 

● Charles Andrews, The Colonial Background of the 
American Revolution

Social Studies Practices Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence 
Comparison and Contextualization

Cooperative Learning - Close Reading - Build Historical Thinking Skills - Thinking Fun!

● These standards are specifically for New York State, however, you can swap out these and add your own. 
● These lesson plans are provided as a guide. You may need to adjust the way you implement these plans in your 

own classroom due to the time available or the skill level of your students. 
● The historical background should be read before this lesson is executed.  Students can read the background in 

class, or they can be assigned it for homework.  It seemed to take the average student about 20 minutes to 
complete.  I go over each of the answers with students to make sure they are clear. 

● I use this resource along with the Mission-us.org game. If you haven’t played it, you should definitely check it 
out. Your students will love it! 

http://www.mission-us.org/pages/landing-mission-1


● Explain to students that they will learn about how the colonists participated in 
different forms of protest before the Revolutionary War.  The students will be 
examining documents through a gallery walk.  Each document discusses a different 
type of protest.  

● Place the documents around the room as “Stations” and have the students travel in 
groups to examine these documents.  There is a graphic organizer for the students 
to complete as they visit the stations.  Each of these documents have been edited 
for clarity, however, I’ve also kept some of the more traditional text.  I want the 
students to get a feel for how the people of the colonial era expressed their 
concerns.  I tell the students to complete the first three columns during class time, 
and the fourth is completed for homework.   

● As the students visit each station, the teacher should travel around to make sure 
the students are properly understanding and accessing the information.  
Altogether, it should take the students at least 25 minutes to visit the stations.  
Some of the documents are slightly more complicated than others, so teachers 
should keep that in mind.  If time is available at the end of the class period, briefly 
review each document as a full class.

● Today students will work on their own protest posters.  On the front side of the 
exit ticket paper, students should design their own protests.  Just a word of 
warning, this is proved more complicated for my students than I initially thought.  
I’d suggest modeling the first few questions, and providing some formatting and 
wording for students to draw from.  This will result in better final designs.  On 
the back side of the paper, students should draw a version of the protest they 
designed.  Of course, the students like to start the drawing first, but obviously, 
the poster wording comes first. 

● I grade this with a simple rubric that’s located on the last slide. 

Cooperative Learning - Close Reading - Build Historical Thinking Skills - Thinking Fun!

● Make copies of pages 1-4 and 10-13 for students. 
● Determine how you would like to discuss the historical background with students. (Either in class or as 

homework.)
● Hang stations around the room for students to visit. 

CLASSROOM Version:
● Google Slides version of lesson handouts 
● Google Slides Version of Posters

DIGITAL Version:
● Part 1 -  Colonial Protest - Historical Background Questions
● Part 2 - Primary Source Analysis
● Part 3 - Colonial Protest Poster Directions



Cooperative Learning - Close Reading - Build Historical Thinking Skills - Thinking Fun!

● This lesson is divided into three sections. The 
length of time for this lesson will depend on 
the skill level of your students and the time 
allotted for the class period. Teacher will 
probably spend about 3 class period in total 
from start to finish. 

● Each lesson can be assigned in Google 
Classroom. Teachers should make sure to 
click to make a copy for each student and 
then students will have their own copies to 
complete.

● If you would like to make any edits, you can 
do so by editing the master version of the 
slide. Just click Slide - Edit Master. From 
there, you can make changes, and those 
changes will stay in the background of the 
slide. 


