
Sermon 12: Luke 3:23-38: The Genealogy of Jesus

OUTLINE

History
Promises
Recapitulation

INTRODUCTION

How many of you have traced back your family tree?  There comes a time in life when you 
begin to seek out your past as a way to understand something of your identity.  We all want
to know if we have had any famous people in our family line, if you are a Christian whether 
there were any saints, and we love the scandal of knowing there are a few villains in the 
mix.  This might help you to identify with the importance of our next portion of scripture, 
Luke 3:23-38, the genealogy of Jesus Christ.  

Genealogies in the West have lost their significance but many older cultures deeply value 
them, especially the Jews.  Knowing your racial heritage was very important to Jews.  Did 
you have the right to inherit a portion of the land?  If you were childless who were your 
relatives that could redeem your property, or if your husband died and you were childless 
who were the relatives who could raise up an heir for his name through the practice of 
levirate marriage?  Is the women I want to marry of Jewish stock?  Am I of Jewish stock so 
that I can worship in the temple?  Am I of the priestly line and am eligible to serve in the 
temple?  Am I royalty with a claim to the throne of David?  Your genealogy was information 
you kept close at hand and handed on faithfully as it answered all these questions and 
more.  Who you are was a question that was often answered by your genealogy.  In fact we
can preach the gospel from the genealogy of Jesus.

Who is Jesus Christ? We have heard the testimony of His baptism and the testimony of John
now we have the important testimony of His genealogy.  As we look at Christ’s genealogy 
we want to show how this genealogy proves the historical reality of Jesus; then we want to 
look at how this genealogy is also a record of promises kept; and finally we want to look at 
how the genealogy ends showing us Jesus as a the Second Adam and the significance of 
this for our salvation.  

History

Our portion begins with this statement, ‘Jesus when He began His ministry was about 30 
years of age.’  30 years of age is a significant age in the Bible.  We see in Numbers 4:3 that 
priests entered into their formal ministry at 30.  Ezekiel as a priest was also called to be a 
prophet at the age of 30, 1:1.  Not only that other significant people came into important 
offices at 30.  We can think of Joseph, remember that poor boy who had been sold into 
slavery at 17, and was a slave or a prisoner for the next 13 years.  He was given the ability 
to interpret dreams and interpreted the dreams of Pharaoh about the 7 fat cows and the 7 
thin cows.  He was 30 years old when he put made second in all of Egypt.  Joseph is a type 
of Christ.  

Similarities Joseph Jesus
Both are first-born. Genesis 30:22-24 (of 

Rachel)
Matthew 1:25 (of 
Mary)

Both are shepherds. Genesis 37:2 Matthew 2:26, 26:31
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John 10:11
Both are the most loved of their fathers. Genesis 37:3 Matthew 3:17, 12:18
Both were prophecied to be rulers. Genesis 37:5-11 Daniel 7:13-14

Micah 4:7,5:2
Psalm 2

Both Joseph’s and Jesus’ brothers were 
jealous of them, and did not believe them.

Genesis 37:4-5, 11 John 7:3-5, 15:18-19

The prophecies that Joseph would rule his 
brothers (the tribes of Israel), and Jesus 
would rule the whole world, including Israel.

Genesis 37:6-11 Daniel 7:13-14
Psalm 2:1-12

Joseph was sent by his father to his 
brothers. Jesus was sent by His Father to 
Israel.

Genesis 37:13,18-20 Matthew 21:37-
38, Mark 12:6-
7, Luke 20:13-
15, John 5:23

Both were stripped of their coat. Genesis 37:23 John 19:23
The coat was dipped in blood. Genesis 37:31 Revelation 19:13
Both were sold by one of the 12 named 
Judah (Greek ‘Judas’).

Genesis 37:26-27 Matthew 26:15, 27:9

Reuben wanted to rescue Joseph. Pilate 
wanted to rescue Jesus.

Genesis 37:21-22 Matthew 27:24

Joseph was sold as a slave to Egypt. Jesus 
was betrayed for the price of a slave.

Genesis 37:26-28 Matthew 
26:15, Exodus 
21:32, Zechariah 
11:12-13

Both went to Egypt. Genesis 37:28 Matthew 2:13-15
Both were made slaves. Genesis 39:1 Philippians 2:7
Both were falsely accused… Genesis 39:11-20 Matthew 26:59-61
…and punished. Genesis 39:20 Matthew 27:35
Both were with two others condemned to 
die, one of which was pardoned and given 
life.

Genesis 40:1-3,20-22Luke 23:32,39-43

God’s Spirit indwelt them both. Genesis 41:38 Luke 4:1
Acts 10:38

The king of Egypt exalted Joseph out of 
slavery to be ruler over all to bring all under 
the king’s rule. Jesus is exalted out of 
slavery to bring all under God’s rule.

Genesis 41:40-44 Acts 2:32-33
1 Corinthians 15:27-
28
Philippians 2:5-11

All knees bowed to Joseph. All knees will 
bow to Jesus.

Genesis 41:43 Philippians 2:10

Both were given a name meaning Savior. Genesis 
41:45 (“Savior of the 
World” or “Sustainer of 
Life”)

Matthew 
1:21 (“Yahweh is 
Salvation”)

Both were given a gentile bride by the King. Genesis 41:45 2 Corinthians 11:2
The king of Egypt appointed Joseph to be 
the sole source of life for all. God appointed 
Jesus to be our sole source of eternal life.

Genesis 41:55-57 Acts 4:12
1 John 5:11-12

Joseph’s brothers did not recognize him. 
Jesus’ own people didn’t either.

Genesis 42:7-8 John 1:10

Joseph was revealed to his brothers at their 
second coming. Jesus to be revealed to 

Genesis 45:1-5 Zechariah 12:10
Matthew 24:30-31

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2024.30-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%2012.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2045.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2042.7-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%205.11-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2041.55-57
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2011.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2041.45
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2041.45
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2041.45
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2041.43
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.5-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.27-28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.27-28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.32-33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2041.40-44
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%204.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2041.38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2023.39-43
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2023.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2040.20-22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2040.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2027.35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2039.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.59-61
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2039.11-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2039.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.13-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%2011.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%2011.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2021.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2021.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.26-28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2027.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.21-22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2027.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.26-27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2019.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2020.13-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2020.13-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2012.6-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2012.6-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2021.37-38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2021.37-38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2037.18-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%202.1-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%207.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.6-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.18-19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%207.3-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2037.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.4-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Micah%205.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Micah%204.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%207.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.5-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2012.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.11


Israel at His second coming. Revelation 1:7
Both offer forgiveness to those who sought 
to destroy them.

Genesis 45:5, 50:17-
21

Luke 23:34, Acts 5:31

The evil Joseph’s brothers intended God 
meant for good to save them. The same is 
true of the evil Jesus’ own people intended 
to him…

Genesis 45:5-8
Genesis 50:20

Acts 3:12-18

Joseph’s brothers shared Pharaoh’s favor 
because of Joseph, not themselves. We 
share God’s favor because of Jesus, not 
because we are worthy.

Genesis 45:16-20 Ephesians 2:4-8
Philippians 4:19

Both are Saviors Genesis 47:25 Acts 13:23
While only Jesus was truly sinless, Joseph is 
one of the few people significantly written 
about in the Bible of which no sins are 
mentioned.

(silent) 1 Peter 2:22

1

Not only that David too took over from Saul at the age of thirty, 2 Sam. 5:4.  We have said 
it before but it is worth repeating, Christ is the prophet, priest and king sent to save His 
people.  Let’s look next at the genealogy.  

Phillip Ryken tells the story of some Wycliffe Bible translators and how the genealogy of 
Jesus established his historical reality and brought a tribe in Papua New Guinea to faith.  
‘When a Bible translator in Papua New Guinea started to translate Matthew’s Gospel, he 
thought, “The last thing I want to do is bog these people down with a genealogy.” So he 
began with chapter 2.
But the day came when all the other chapters were done. He called together the men who 
were helping him, and they decided on the best way to say “begat.” Then they proceeded 
with Matthew chapter one: “… Abraham begat Isaac. Isaac begat Jacob. Jacob begat …”
By the time they completed about six of these “begats,” the translator could sense the men 
were becoming excited.
“Do you mean that these were real men?” they asked.
“Yes,” he answered. “They were real men.”
“That’s what we do!” they added, referring to their custom of keeping track of genealogies. 
“We had thought that these were just white man’s stories. Do you really mean that Abraham
was a real man?”
“Yes,” the translator said, “that’s what I’ve been telling you.”
“We didn’t know that,” they said, “but now we believe.”
That night they gathered the village together and said, “Listen to this!” Then they read the 
first chapter of Matthew. This chapter was the key for belief in the tribe.’2 
    
History is important and this genealogy situates Jesus as an historical figure in time with 
descendants that preceded Him, He is not a mythological figure that suddenly appears out 
of nowhere.  There are two genealogies of Jesus, one in Matthew 1:1-17, and this one.  
There are differences between these two genealogies and these differences have been a 

1 http://dtjsoft.com/joseph-a-type-of-christ/

2 Ryken, P. G. (2009). Luke. (R. D. Phillips, P. G. Ryken, & D. M. Doriani, Eds.) (Vol. 1, p. 144). 
Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing.
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source of contention since the early years of the Church, Julian the Apostate, the last pagan 
Emperor of the Roman Empire who died in 363 used them as ammunition against 
Christianity as he sought to revive the Roman religion.  Augustine prior to his conversion 
was aware of these differences and they formed part of his argument as to why he did not 
convert.  Let us note these differences and then the ways we can harmonise them.  

The genealogies are in different places.  Matthew begins with a genealogy before Jesus is 
born to stress His heritage as the son of Abraham and David, Luke puts it just before Jesus 
begins his ministry, v23a, ‘Jesus when He began His ministry was about thirty years of age.’ 
This draws our attention to how the genealogy presents Jesus for the work He is about to 
do as the Second Adam.  Matthew includes various women where Luke does not, all these 
women had a link to the Gentiles, some were of questionable moral character, this is 
because Matthew is helping to prepare Jews for the ministry of Jesus to sinners and Gentiles
and women.  Matthew’s goes from the past to the present, But Luke deliberately starts in 
the present and this enables the list to end with a reference to the other son of God we 
should be comparing Christ to, Adam.  Matthew’s list from Abraham to Jesus fits with his 
theological agenda to show Jesus as the King of the Jews; Luke’s list going all the way back 
to Adam shows Him to be the Saviour of every tribe, tongue and nation.  These two 
emphases are complimentary not contradictory.  Luke has 77 names to Matthew’s 42, 
however none of them are exhaustive there are indications of gaps in the genealogies.  For 
example in Matt. 1:5 the leap from Rahab and Salmon to Boaz and Ruth leaves out some 
generations.  You could not use these genealogies to work out the age of the earth, they 
are representative not exhaustive, however, you could not sneak millions of years in 
anywhere.  If you want to believe in an old earth you cannot drive it into these lists of 
names it has to come before the creation of Adam not after.  

Let’s look at those differences which people have tripped on and as a result questioned the 
integrity of Scripture.  Firstly, the identity of Jesus grandfather, in Luke 3:23 it is Heli, ‘being
the son (as was supposed of Joseph), the son of Heli.’  In Matthew it is Jacob, Matt. 1:16, 
‘and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is 
called Christ.’  Secondly, Luke’s genealogy follows the line from King David through his son 
Nathan, 3:32; but Matthew follows the line from David through Solomon, Matt. 1:7.  Thirdly,
all but 2 of the names between David and Joseph are different.  

What does this mean?  Are there contradictions in the Bible?  No, there are several viable 
ways to harmonize these texts.
The first theory put forward is that Luke records Mary’s genealogy and Matthew records 
Joseph’s.  There are a few things about Luke 3:23 which are highlighted.  Firstly, the text 
makes it clear that Joseph is only the ‘supposed’ father of Jesus.  Since we know that the 
only natural parent of Jesus is Mary, as God used her human DNA to make Christ’s humanity
barring sin, some have suggested that Heli is therefore Mary’s father not Joseph’s.  This 
seems to be further strengthened by the fact that even the word ‘son’ when it says ‘of 
joseph’ is not present in the Greek.  In other words, in every other instance a father son 
relationship is described in this portion the word son is present except for the relationship 
between Jesus and Joseph.  This possibility is possibly verified with an obscure reference to 
Mary being the daughter of Heli in the Talmud.  

A second theory is that this is Mary’s line but Joseph becomes the son of Heli through a 
possible adoption due to him having no sons.

A third theory which seems to be the most popular at the moment is that Matthew follows 
the official bloodline of royalty that ends in Joseph, but Luke shows the actual bloodline of 



Joseph.  This is why one would follow Solomon as the crown prince where the other follows 
a direct bloodline to David through Nathan.  Following Nathan’s bloodline also avoids 
Jeconiah the king who God said through Jeremiah that none of his descendants would sit on
the throne, Jer. 22:24-30.  

Many of the other problems in the genealogies can be well explained using the practice of 
Levirate marriage.  When a man dies without producing offspring a brother or other family 
member would step in to produce an heir.  

We don’t know exactly why they differ, but there are plenty of plausible explanations that 
we could suggest. We will have to wait until judgement day for God to reveal them.  
Whatever theory you adopt it is clear that there is no contradiction here.  

Promise 

J C Ryle in his comments on this genealogy points out that this long list of names is a long 
list of sins, frustrated desires, and death, until the coming of Jesus Christ who halts the 
regular path of history.  Where all have sinned He has been holy, where all have died He is 
the one who overcame death in His resurrection.  One of the ways we should read a 
genealogy is by remembering that here is a long list of promises and expectation and all of 
those hopes for the promises of God to come to pass finally have their fulfillment in the one 
they all pointed to, the coming of Jesus Christ.  

Many of the names in these genealogies are of unknown people who would have lived and 
died waiting for the fulfilment of the promises, but as we focus on certain names we can see
the developing and overarching promises which stand as markers on the path of human 
history.  4 titles can be used to direct us to these promises, ‘son of David,’ ‘son of Judah,’ 
‘son of Abraham,’ ‘son of Adam.’  

Son of David is a term which refers to a promise in 2 Sam. 7:12-13, ‘When your days are 
fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my 
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.’  Although Solomon appears to 
be the one who fulfills this promise there is only one who can sit on the throne for all 
eternity, the one who has died, resurrected and ascended into heaven to take up the throne
at God’s right hand.  
Son of Judah, in Genesis 49:10 when Jacob is prophetically blessing his sons he says, ‘The 
scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute 
comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.’  Despite the fact that 
Judah is not the firstborn son of Jacob the king will come from his bloodline, David is one of 
his descendants.  

Son of Abraham, Gen. 12:2-3, ‘And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you,
and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.’  Here we see God promising Abraham offspring, land and the earth receiving 
blessing from his seed.  It is through Christ that we are children of Abraham by faith, will 
receive a new creation, and all nations enjoy the benefits of salvation.  

Son of Adam, Gen. 3:15, ‘I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  Here 



after the fall God preaches the first gospel sermon as He promises the devil that a child will 
be born of a woman who will crush the devil’s head.  Jesus is this son of Adam.  
 
Recapitulation

Why end the genealogy specifying that Adam is the son of God?  There is no other 
genealogy that ends this way in the Bible.  Jesus we know is the divine Son, we have had 
this emphasized at His baptism.  But Jesus is also the Second Adam.  In several places in 
the NT Adam and Christ are put on a par.  We see it in Romans 5:12-21 where Paul explains
how death enters the world through a federal head, for when Adam sins he sins as a 
representative plunging not only himself but us into the consequences of his sins.  
Everything has been hopeless since then.  We have all been born with a death penalty over 
us, a sinful nature and a cursed world to live in.  God promised the coming of a son of 
woman who would undo the works of satan and make things better than they were in Eden.
This person is Jesus. 

We see Adam is called the son of God in Luke 3:38.  Adam, the son of God was put into the 
Garden of Eden.  He was placed there in a covenant of works where He was given dominion
over the earth and was placed in such a position that if he had proven obedient he could 
have been affirmed in righteousness and Adam’s children would not have been subjected to 
the sin and death that he won for us as our federal head.  But the son of God sinned and 
was kicked out of the Garden.  Next we can look at Israel as the son of God (Hosea 11:1).  
Israel was called to wonder in the wilderness, and like Adam they were tested 
(Deuteronomy 8:2).  The Mosaic covenant called for perfect obedience to the law just as 
Adam was to render, and there would be curses and blessings for those who disobeyed or 
obeyed.  Israel were disobedient as Adam was disobedient, and like Adam they lost their 
reward and all but 2 entered Canaan.  Then think of Israel in Canaan.  Once again we see 
man in sin failing to be holy as God is holy.  God chose to dwell in Canaan amongst His 
people just as He lived with Adam in the Garden, but like Adam Israel too was a disobedient
son and was exiled in Babylon just as Adam was exiled from the Garden.  God has to throw 
out the sinner, driving them from His presence or He will have to kill them.  What hope do 
we have if we are ever to live as sinners in the presence of God.  We cannot change our 
natures, we cannot cleanse our own sins, we cannot stop sinning or please God in any way 
so as to make Him overlook our sins.  What hope do we have?  

God provided what we could not provide for ourselves.  He provided a Second Man, the Last
Adam, a champion who would succeed where Adam failed, obey where Adam disobeyed.  
Jesus Christ is the Second Adam.  He had a unique birth that preserved Him from sin just 
like Adam.  He was made to be a federal head, the only other one since Adam.  But the 
second Adam had a double job to fulfil.  He not only had to be obedient where Adam failed 
winning the reward of affirmed righteous for Himself and those He represents.  He also had 
to undo what Adam did and provide a way for sinners to be made righteous as well.  As we 
begin to appreciate what Paul draws our attention to in Romans 5:19, ‘so by one man’s 
obedience many were made righteous.’  We will begin by looking at a comparison of the 
temptation of the first Adam and Christ.  

Adam was placed in a Garden for testing; Jesus Christ was driven out into a desert.
Adam was fully supplied with food and every provision; Christ was starving after a forty day 
fast in extreme conditions.
Adam had a sinless body unaffected by the ravaging effects of sin for the battle, he had no 
weakness, nor could he get ill. Christ too was sinless, but was made to have a body that 
was subject to illness, weakness and suffering.



Adam faced the serpent; Christ faced the same enemy the serpent.
Adam was given priestly responsibilities in the Garden, he was to ‘keep it’ the same words 
used to describe priestly functions in the tabernacle, and maintain its holiness for God.  
Christ too was a priest.  He was thirty years of age when he began his ministry as a priest 
would do.  And he was washed and anointed at His baptism as priests were as well.  
Adam faced one temptation; Christ faced at least three.

We need Jesus to be our Adam, you and I can never obey the law of God sufficiently, He 
alone has been appointed to this role.  This for me is the import of this genealogy.  So let 
me ask you do you love genealogies now?  I have sought to take a boring portion of 
scripture and show you how exciting it is; an apparently useless portion and show you how 
relevant it is, a portion accused of having contradictions and defended it, a portion we 
would normally leave out and show how the gospel is clearly set forth in it.  The rest of the 
gospel of Luke can now be understood as the obedience of the Second Adam who will obey 
where we cannot but pay for sins that we cannot.  


