
Lesson Plan 
Native American Cultural Areas

Students utilize articles from Khan Academy to investigate Native 
American cultural areas. Then, students are
Introduced to the historical skill of sourcing.  

● These standards are specifically for New York State, however, you can swap out these and add 
your own. 

● This lesson requires access to technology - the students need to be able to access Khan 
Academy a to skim through the articles and take notes. 

● This lesson is more focused on having students learn the skills of “Sourcing” and reviewing 
the skill of “Compare and Contrast.” I am not as concerned with having students know all of 
the detailed information relating to Native American cultural areas. I want them to understand 
how to access that information and how to analyze that information. 

Supporting Question How were Native American cultural groups dependent on their environment?

Formative 
Performance Task

● Compare and contrast Native American cultural groups.
● Analyze how Native American cultural groups were dependent on their 

environment.
● practice sourcing primary sources

Conceptual 
Understanding

7.1a - Geography and climate influences the migration and cultural 
development of Native Americans.  Native Americans in North America settled 
into different regions and developed distinct cultures.

Content 
Specifications

7.1a.2 - COMPARE and CONTRAST different Native American cultural groups 
with a focus on the influence geographic factors had on their development.

7.1a.3 - EXAMINE the various Native American cultural groups located within 
what became New York State, and the influence geographic factors had on their 
development. 

Sources DIGITAL VERSION:
Link to Google Slides Version of the Lesson

CLASSROOM VERSION:
Link to Google Slides Version of the Lesson 

Student Sources:

● A copy of the handouts for students 
● An access to the internet (chromebooks etc.)
● Links to the Khan Academy Articles - The Southeast, The Southwest, 

The West, The Northeast, The Plains

Teacher Sources:

The North American Ethnographic Collection 

Social Studies Practices Gathering and Interpreting Evidence

Geographic Reasoning

Important notes for this lesson...



● Divide students into some sort of group. Depending on the makeup of your class, you 
might choose to have students work in pairs or in small groups. 

● Explain to students how they will be reading the Khan Academy articles. I like to discuss 
two topics:

Class Procedure...

Lesson Plan 
Native American Cultural Areas

● Go over one cultural area with students and pick out examples as a class. 
● Students will then have the rest of the period to research further. I tell students that they 

can jigsaw the information if they prefer, or work collectively on each article. 
● Students should continue to read through the articles until they have finished with each 

of the 8 cultural areas. Depending on the makeup of your students, they may finish by 
the end of day 2, or they may need a third day.  

○ First that skimming involves looking for important information, not reading 
every word on the page.

○ That students have to look for information that shows that Native Americans 
were dependent on their environments. I make sure to review what this 
means, as students often aren’t clear. 

● Go over the definition of sourcing with 
students. Practice collectively with the 
first image and then have them try the 
second image individually.

● Once it seems clear that students 
understand what sourcing entails,  they 
should start working on the exit ticket. I 
like to make sure that they have at least 
10 minutes to work on this exit ticket in 
class. 

I make sure to stress the idea that sometimes 
sourcing requires inferencing. Not all of the 
information will be directly laid out in the 
document. Although sourcing might seem obvious 
to us as teachers, this is a skill that students 
really need practice with. This is why I focus on 
it specifically in a lesson and then reinforce that 
skill throughout the year. 

● Print and copy pages 1-6 in a packet for students. 
● Set up desks in groups or pairs (depending on how you would prefer students work 

cooperatively. 
● Make a digital copy of the Khan Academy for students and share via Google classroom or 

another classroom website. 

Before Class...

Digital Version - Class Procedure...

Assigning the Lesson - You can assign 
the presentation in Google Classroom 
(Classwork - Create)  and then click make 
a copy for every student. This way, 
students will each have their own 
simulation to work through, and their 
own text boxes to complete. 

This version has been written to be completed through Google Slides and Google Classroom. 
Students can click back and forth to answer the questions. I have left the text editable so that you 
can modify questions as needed to meet the needs of your own students. 

Students utilize articles from Khan Academy to investigate Native 
American cultural areas. Then, students are
Introduced to the historical skill of sourcing.  


