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How to Survive these Evil Days

Introduction

 These are evil days —

Eph 5:16 ... the days are evil ...

   6:13 ... the evil day ...

 Christ’s words at the end

of His Sermon on the Mount are quite relevant to us —

Mt 7:24-27

Rain ... Floods ...  Winds

(torrential)   (dashing) (stormy)

“These sayings of Mine”

The sure Foundation

Broadly there are 5 major Exhortations in this Sermon —

Matthew 5,6 & 7

1. Stay broken.

The 8 Beatitudes ... Mt 5:3-10

Manifestation: Poor in spirit (v3)

Mourning (v4)

Meekness (v5)

Hunger & thirst

(no self-satisfaction)(v6)

Mercifulness (v7)

Heart purity (v8)

Peacemaking (v9)

Persecution (v10)

N
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Opposites: Arrogance

Haughtiness

Boastfulness

Pride

Despising others

Overconfidence

Accusing others

The greatest lesson to be learnt from Jesus:

“Learn of Me ... meek ... lowly ...” (Mt 11:29)

He’s King but meek and lowly on a donkey (Mt 21:5)

Beatitudes =  Be “attitudes”

Blessing vs. Blessedness

i.e. What you receive vs. What you are

2. Grow in holiness.

Mt 5:13-20

  :27-32

 Salt & Light (vv13-16)

Either we are too salty

or too flashy!

The society around us must become better because

of our presence.

Two important questions —

Will this action please God?

Will this action bless others?

Both must be satisfied. (2-fold commandment: Mt 22:37-39)

 Law of God

Mt 5:17-19

Law = The standard of God’s holiness

Righteousness of Pharisees — (v20)

Beware of the “arrived-at” feeling!

Don’t be puffed up by comparing yourselves with others—

That was the problem of the Pharisees of Jesus’ day.

They were not bad people.

Their problem was thinking too much of themselves

and despising others.

eg) Pharisee & Publican (Lk 18:9)

Jesus went to the extent of saying,

“Harlots would enter the Kingdom before you!”

(Mt 21:31)

It was in a dinner party with the Pharisees,

a prostitute anointed Him with fragrant oil (Lk 7)

Eternity will be full of surprises —

   Pleasant for many sinners

   Unpleasant for many saints

The nearer we go to God, the more we realize

our uncleanness —

Isa   6:5 ... I saw the Lord ... I am unclean ...

Isa 64:1 ... “Your Presence”

 :6 ... We are all unclean ...

    all our righteousness ... filthy rags

3. Abound in love.

This Sermon has so much to teach on interpersonal

relationships —

5:21-26 ... hatred ... murder ... first reconcile

We fail to understand its seriousness —

But, Js 2:10-13 ... Murder similar to ... Adultery

The horizontal component of holiness is as important

as the vertical.
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“If you can’t love ... seen ...?” (1 Jn 4:20)

Mt 5:38-48 ... Tit for tat.

Trying to even out.

“I must teach him a lesson!”

God says, “Vengeance is Mine!”

(Psa 94:1; Rom 12:19; Heb 10:30)

Mt 6:14,15 ... Forgive ...

The only point illustrated in the 7 requests

of the Lord’s prayer

Mt 7:1-5 ... Judging others —

No one is 100% bad or 100% good!

4. Be Biblical in spiritual disciplines.

Mt 6:1-4 ... Charity ... no show-off

  :5-9 ... Prayer .... no show-off

  :16-18 ... Fasting ... no show-off

7:15-23 ... Ministry

Gifts without fruits.

Will of God vs. Work of God.

If we do not follow the Biblical principles in these areas,

we may deceive ourselves.

We may appear spiritual but will not be Scriptural.

Self-deception will creep in.

Sincerity alone is not sufficient —

“One can be sincerely wrong!”

5. Trust God for your future.

Mt 6:19-21 ... Where your treasure is ...

i.e. Do not save too much

for you or for your children.

Save just for the rainy day.

Love for material things —

“lusting thro’ eyes”

vv22,23 (the context)

Mt 6:24-34 ... God vs. Gad (= fortune, Gen 30:11)

Two Masters

Set your priorities right ... Mt 6:33

 Conclusion

Meditate on the “Sermon on the Mount”

as frequently as possible.

This will serve as a checklist

to keep us from deviations.

We will not only escape the perils of

these “evil days,” but will be able to stand before

the Son of Man with boldness (Lk 21:36).

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Second Coming & Practical Life

 Introduction

There are simply too many interpretations for the

Book of Revelation.

As such there are so many different positions Christians have

taken regarding the nature and sequence of events

connected with the Second Coming of Christ.

Instead of fighting over these differences, let’s “prepare”

ourselves for this next most important event in history.

The “nature” and the “order” of events are in

God’s hand (Acts 1:6-8)

Here are 12 aspects we must concentrate on to be ready —

1. The Bible & Second Coming

2 Pet 1:19 ... Word ... light ... dark ... morning star

Eph 5:25-27 ... washing ... present glorious

Regular Meditation/Top Priority/Sound Doctrine/etc.

2. Repentance & Second Coming

Acts 3:19-21 ... repent ... refreshing ... send Jesus

 17:30,31 ... times of ignorance ... Judge ...

No boasting of religious heritage.

Bring forth fruits of repentance (Mt 3:8,9)

3. Holiness & Second Coming

1 Jn 3:2,3 ... He who has this hope ... purifies ...

2 Pet 3:11,12 ... What manner of persons ... conduct

Acts 24:15,16 ... strive ... conscience without offence

Tit 2:11-13 ... deny ungodliness ... blessed hope

Heb 12:14 ... without holiness ... see the Lord

Rev 22:11,12 ... He who is holy ... holier still

1 Thess 5:23 ... God sanctifies you completely

Frequent self-examination necessary.

4. Prayer & Second Coming

Lk 21:36 ... Watch ... pray ... count worthy

Mk 13:35-37 ... morning ... evening ... (illustrated)

Lk 18:1,8 ... Losing faith in prayer (Will He find faith?)

Watch = Taking time to wait on the Lord.

Understanding His mind.

5. Relationships & Second Coming

Phil 4:5 ... gentleness ... the Lord at hand

Eph 4:29,30 ... corrupt communication ...

Holy Spirit for the Day of Redemption

1 Cor 4:5 ... Do not judge before time

6. Church Fellowship & Second Coming

Heb 10:25 ... forsaking assembling... Day approaching

(not just for worship but fellowship—v24)

Rev 19:7 .... Lamb’s wife ready ... (i.e. the Church)

Not any organisation but the Church —

Doing everything for the good of the Body

7. Stewardship & Second Coming

Mt 24:45-51 ... faithful & wise servant ...

 25:21,23 ... 5 talents... 2 talents... good & faithful
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24:40-42 ... whatever work...field...grinding stone

Faithfulness/Hardwork/Diligence/Users, not owners

8. Christian Ministry & Second Coming

2 Tim 4:1,2 ... His appearing ... Preach the Word

Heb 12:28,29 ... grace ... reverence ... consuming fire

Mt 24:14 ... to all nations ... the end ...

Acts 1:7,8 ... at His time ... BUT ... witness

No slackness/Sense of urgency/Sacrificial labour

9. Charity & Second Coming

Mt 25:34-40 ... left & right ...  goats & sheep

Lk 14:12-14 ... dinner... poor... resurrection of the just

— Watch my DVD, 5 hrs, “How not to Help”

— Study “Stewardship Study Bible” (NIV)

10. Suffering & Second Coming

2 Cor 4:16-18 ... outward man perishing ... not seen

2 Tim 2:11,12a ... endure ... reign ...

Rom 8:18 ... present sufferings ... future glory

 :23 ... redemption of body

Jn 14:1-4 ... Let not your heart ... a place for you

The “Why” questions answered by Second Coming

11. Bereavement  & Second Coming

1 Thess 4:13-18 ... without hope ... comfort ...

12. Final Salvation & Second Coming

Rom 13:11 ... salvation nearer ...

1 Thess 5:2,9 ... thief at night ... wrath ... salvation

Heb 9:26-28 ... second time for salvation

1 Pet 1:5 ... kept by power ... salvation ... endtime

Salvation Past: Deliverance from the Penalty of sin

Salvation Present: Deliverance from the Power of sin

Salvation Future: Deliverance from the Presence of sin

(This outline is developed by the author

as a full-length article, titled,

“Are you Ready to Meet your God?”

and published as a 20-page Pamphlet

in over 10 languages for worldwide distribution to Christians.

Ask for details.)

 Recommended Study Aids for Bible Prophecy —

 Prophecy Study Bible by John C. Hagee

NKJV (1997)

 Tim Lahaye Prophecy Study Bible by Tim Lahaye

NKJV (2001)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Blessings of Resurrection

196

Introduction

1 Corinthians 15 —A Chapter on Resurrection.

Resurrection is talked about 40 times in the NT.

3 Resurrections:

i) Christ the Firstfruit (v23)

ii) Those who are Christ’s (v23)

We are more sure to arise out of our graves

than out of our beds!

iii) The wicked dead (Rev 20:12,13)

Salvation is complete thro’ Christ’s Resurrection.

The Blessings of Resurrection are connected with the

4 last things mentioned in this Chapter —

1) Last Appearance/Revelation (v8)

2) Last Enemy (v26)

3) Last Adam (v45)

4) Last Trumpet (v52)

1. Last Appearance (v8)

My unworthiness but God’s grace (vv9,10)

Dead in trespasses and sins

but raised to life for all blessings by MERCY & GRACE —

Eph 2:4-6

   1:3

eg) Revivalist John Wesley (1703-1791), pointing to a

drunkard dragged on the streets by policemen, said,

“There goes John Wesley but for the grace of God!”

2. Last Enemy (v26)

Death: A believer’s last day is his best day!

We die that we may die no more!

The New Life in Christ under constant attack from the enemy

through —

a) Our own flesh (v31 ... “I die daily”)

Gal 5:17 ... Flesh ø Spirit

Rom 6:10-14 ... Sin no more dominion on you.

Thro’ Christ’s death — Salvation from the

Penalty of sin (1 Cor 15:3)

Thro’ Christ’s resurrection — Salvation from the

Power of Sin (1 Cor 15:17)

b) Evil company (v33), beasts (v32)

i.e. Influence of the materialistic world (vv12,19)

c) Spiritual forces of condemnation and corruption

Rom 8:31,34-37

Victory over “all” enemies (v25)

3. Last Adam (v45)

The ultimate purpose of God is to grow us into the

perfect image of Christ —

(vv45-49) (Eph 4:13)

By —

a) Eph 4:7,8 ... Gifts to each one

Rom 12:6-8 ... Gifts of Grace

1 Cor 12:7-10 ... Manifestation of the Spirit

b) Ministerial gifts in the Church

Eph 4:11-13
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4. Last Trumpet (v52)

 We will be blessed with a glorified body like that of the

Resurrected Christ!

(vv50-53)

Take care of your life and God will take care of your death!

2 Cor 3:17,18 ... from glory to glory!

 We can still identify one another

eg) Rich man & Lazarus

(Lazarus not suffering from compassion!)

eg) Woman & 7 brothers

(Mt 22:23-30)

eg) Angels can be identified!

(Michael, Gabriel ...)

 Conclusion

1. Last Appearance — Justification

2. Last Enemy — Sanctification Rom 8:28-30

3. Last Adam — Conformation

4. Last Trumpet — Glorification

This is the FULL GOSPEL.

Therefore .... (v58)

“Be steadfast, immovable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord...”

197

The Blessings of Second Coming

Introduction

 Christian believers are optimists —

 Sunday School Child about the Book of Revelation

— “Jesus Wins!”

 We are people of hope, unlike the people of the world—

eg) Mourning for the dead (1 Thess 4:13)

 Paul before King Agrippa:

“I stand here for the hope of the promise”

(Acts 26:6)

 The Bible’s assurance:

“Hope will not disappoint us” (Rom 5:5)

 Greatest Expectation —

For OT saints: The First Coming of Christ

For NT saints: The Second Coming of Christ

eg)Word of Greeting—“Maranatha!” (1 Cor 16:22)

The last promise in the NT —

“Surely I’m coming quickly!” (Rev 22:20)

“Surely” — The Certainty

“Quickly” — The Imminency

What do we expect at the Second Coming?

1. Perfection of Saints

 Christ bore our sins on the Cross —

But we still have sin in us —

“If we say we have no sin ...” (1 Jn 1:8)

The greatest purpose of God is to make us like

His Son  — “perfect” ... (Rom 8:28,29; Eph 4:13)
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“Perfection is God’s will for us.”

3 Stages — 1) A crisis experience

2) A process

3) A crisis experience

Stage-1 — “Justification” —

= “as if we never sinned”

“white as snow and wool” (Isa 1:18)

This is “positional” Sanctification —

i.e. our “STANDING” before God

 Rags (Isa 64:6) replaced by Robes (Isa 61:10)!

Stage-2 — “Practical” Sanctification

 The saint must behave saintly (Eph 5:3,4)

 Holy ... holier still (Rev 22:11)

This is “growing” in holiness —

eg) dawnlight getting brighter ... noon day!

i.e. our “STATE” before God (Prov 4:18)

Stage-3 — “Final” Sanctification — “Glorification”

Sun of Righteousness at Zenith!

eg) 1 Thess 5

v22 — “Abstain from every form of evil”

v23 — “God will sanctify you completely”

at the Coming of the Lord

v24 — Faithful is He ... who will also do it!

The good work He has begun will be completed (Phil 1:6)

Heb 9:28 ... Salvation complete

Three Tenses:

Past: Deliverance from the PENALTY of sin

Present: Deliverance from the POWER of sin

Future: Deliverance from the PRESENCE of sin

Several forces may work against us —

But if God be for us,

WHO can be against us?

Who CAN BE against us?

Who can be AGAINST us?

Who can be against US?  (Rom 8:31)

“Whom He foreknew” (Rom 8:29-31)

 “All things for this good purpose” (v28)

“Now children of God ... But when we see Him ...” (1 Jn 3:2)

“He will present us blameless ... wrinklefree!” (Eph 5:26,27)

“Salvation nearer than when we first believed” (Rom 13:11)

Believe it!

2. Redemption of our bodies

Christ bore our sicknesses also on the Cross.

By His stripes we are healed (Isa 53:5; 1 Pet 2:24)

Why do we still have sicknesses?

No one but Paul has given a satisfactory answer —

Rom 8:22,23 ... Still groaning ...

Only firstfruits ...

This present body is earthly ... mortal ... (1 Cor 15:44-48)

Life = Journey from birth to death!

Only at II Coming we will be given glorified bodies —

Changed ... immortality (1 Cor 15:51-53)

2 Cor 5:1-5 ... Earthly house ... Spirit as a guarantee

(now absent from the Lord — vv6-8)

Rev 21:4 — No death ... disease ... deformity ... defect ...

Today ... Paul will have his thorn “in the flesh.”

Timothy will have his stomach problems.

Epaphroditus sick unto death ... (Phil 2:25-30)

Lazarus will die again!
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The Holy Spirit “quickens” our mortal bodies (Rom 8:11)

Gifts of Healing — Supernatural

Treatment for Healing — Scientific

eg) King Hezekiah (2 Ki 20:5-7)

3. Evangelisation of the world

Mount of Olives ... What’s the sign of Your Coming

and the End?”

Mt 24:3,14 ... “Gospel preached to all Nations ...”

Pentecostal Outpouring —

“In the last days ... signs & wonders in heaven

before that day ... whoever calls on the Lord”

(Acts 2:17-21)

The devil more furious than ever (Rev 12:12)

— Persecution of missionaries intensified (Mt 24:9,10)

“... hated ... killed ...”

But to the Churches in Smyrna & Philadelphia —

“Fear not ... Open door ... Coming quickly”

(Rev 2:10a; 3:8a,11a)

Church growth faster than ever —

 Bihar ...  once a Graveyard of Missionaries,

 but now a Vineyard of Missions

 75,000 souls added to Church worldwide per day

 30,000 ... in China/day

 Africa in 1900 — 3% Christian

2000 — 45% Christian

 AD 100 — Christians vs. non-Christians ...  1:360

AD 2000 — Christians vs. non-Christians... 1:6

Christ is recruiting workers at evening 5 also! (Mt 20:6)

Pentecost was former rain —

Latter rain just before Second Coming.

Don’t be intimidated in Evangelism —

eg) Timothy: Timid!

Whenever Paul reminded him of Great Commission,

he referred to Second Coming —

1 Tim 6:12-15; 2 Tim 4:1,2 ... Kingdom

Nations boasting of past glory!

Church boasting of future Glory!

Earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea! (Hab 2:14)

Every knee ... Every tongue ... (Phil 2:10)

Go to the end of the world ...

I will be with you to the end of the age! (Mt 28:19,20)

4. Eradication of evil

— John introduced Jesus as the One who will burn the chaff

Mt 3:12

— Jesus loved good and hated evil

Heb 1:9

But He did not “eradicate” evil —

eg) Now Satan: “Prince of this world”

Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11

Even after Crucifixion —

“The world lies under the evil one” (1 Jn 5:19b)

Second Coming a deathbell for evil —

2 Thess  2:8 ... Consume antichrist by His breath ...

1:7-9 ... flaming fire ...

punish the disobedient ...

Psa 2:12 ... His anger will be kindled ... Kiss Him!
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Rev 20:1-3 ... Satan bound for 1000 years

Finally, lake of fire (20:10)

Don’t try to bind him or burn him or banish him now!

Satan will not be there in new Heaven and New Earth!

Even in Eden, he was there!

Babylon will be fallen — Rev 18:2

No sin will be there —

eg) When rewards are distributed,

 there will be neither pride nor jealousy!

Present earth destroyed ... Looking for NH & NE

where dwells righteousness! (2 Pet 3:12)

5. Celebration in Heaven

A call for celebration  —

Rev 19:6,7 ... The Lord Omnipotent reigns ...

Wedding Feast of the Lamb

This was anticipated in the OT itself —

Isa 25:6-9 ... Feast on mountain ...

shall swallow death forever ...

This is our God; we waited for Him!

Today, in the “spiritual” sense ... God with us

Tomorrow, in the “literal” sense ... We with God

“Eye has not seen ...

but the Spirit has revealed ...” (1 Cor 2:9)

This revelation is only partial

eg) Queen of Sheba: “Not even half!”

Praise God who is able to do exceedingly abundantly

above all that we ask or think ... throughout all ages!

(Eph 3:20,21)

The last Prayer following the last Promise —

“Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22:20)

198

Gains of Death

Introduction

 An oft-quoted Scripture text —

Phil 1:21 ... “For to me, to live is Christ,

 and to die is gain”

(Read vv21-24)

Why is death a “gain?”

The Biblical view of death different from the worldview.

Feelings are the same — “sorrow and tears”

But the difference: 1 Thess 4:13 ... “HOPE”

Gains/Blessings of Death —

1. Release

a) From sin (Rom 6:7)

Not only from the penalty and the power of sin,

but also from the very presence of sin.

b) From pain (Rom 8:22,23)

No one is 100% healthy — physically or spiritually

Glory land ... No more pain, sorrow ... death ...

(Rev 21:1-4)

c) From strain (Rev 14:13)

Sweat because the land was cursed (Gen 3:17-19).

“Rest In Peace!” (RIP) (Psa 16:9; Isa 57:2)

2. Reunion

a) With our loved ones

— The rich man even from Hell

recognized Lazarus in Heaven! (Lk 16:23)

— David: The child will not come to me ... (2 Sam 12:23)
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— 1 Thess 4:17 ... “together with them”

 to meet the Lord in mid-air!

b) With souls blessed through us

Lk 16:9 ... receive you ... eternal habitats

“Treasures in Heaven” (Mt 6:19-21; Lk 18:22)

— Fruits in Heaven thro’ our investment

c) With the saints of old (Bible Men and Women)

— Abraham in Heaven could be identified (Lk 16:23)

Moses & Elijah at Mount of Transfiguration (Mt 17:3,4)

— Clouds of witnesses up there to cheer us up

at finishing line (Heb 12:1)

— Heb 12:22-24 ... You have come to Mount Zion ...

General Assembly of the Firstborn

3. Rewards

“Blessed” are those who sleep in Jesus! (Rev 14:13)

a) Bodily resurrection like Jesus

1 Thess 4:14 — As Jesus came up from the dead ...

1 Cor 15:14-20 — faith ... preaching ... vain

Not with pimples, defects or any such thing,

but just like Jesus — 33-year old Carpenter of Nazareth!

b) Rewards for works

Dan 12:2,3 ... soulwinning stars

Crowns — Day of Coronation!

Not only for fulltimers

but for all the faithful ! (2 Tim 4:8)

c) Ministry to the living

Heb 11:4 ... Abel ... dead ... yet speaks

(He was not a preacher!)

Eccl 7:2,3 ... the living will take it to heart ...

 heart made better

What do we learn?

— Brevity of life

— Certainty of death

— Necessity to stay prepared

 Conclusion

What are we to do?

a) Live as if this is your last day on earth!

We are all in the 4th year of grace! (Lk 13:7-9)

b) Give as much as you can —

The dead go to the grave holding

only what they’ve given away!

Jim Elliot: He is no fool who gives away what he cannot

keep in order to gain what he cannot lose!”

A call to simple lifestyle —

1 Tim 6:6-8 ... Rich in giving ... foundation for eternity

c) Preach like a dying man to dying men!

A sense of urgency.

Do not postpone.

Tomorrow is not ours.

Only one life;

It’ll soon be past;

What’s done for Christ;

Alone shall last!

— C.T. Studd

The unbelievers are after adding years to their life;

let us work on adding life to our years!
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Joy in Heaven

Introduction

On this earth,

there are more things which make us sorrowful than

those which make us joyful —

This is the result of the fall of man —

God pronounced punishment on

a) Serpent — living creatures

b) Man & woman — human beings

c) Ground — geological world

(Gen 3:14-18)

The end of His pronouncement was —

“sweat ... dust” (Gen 3:19)

But because Christ has forgiven and redeemed us,

we are called repeatedly to be glad and to rejoice” —

“Being glad” is a state/condition;

“Rejoicing” is an act/expression.

i.e. We must inspire “ourselves” to rejoice:

“Be glad” and “Rejoice” —

 This combination occurs thro’out the Bible:

Psa 9:2 SS 1:4

31:7 Isa 25:9

32:11 65:18

40:16 66:10

68:3 Joel 2:21,23

70:4 Zeph 3:14

90:14 Mt 5:12

   118:24 Rev 19:7

This must be a constant and conscious effort on our part —

2 Cor 6:10 ... “Sorrowful yet always rejoicing”

(problems are there; but rejoice!)

Phil 4:4 ... Rejoice always

1 Thess 5:16 ... Rejoice always

If it is an automatic thing,

such a command would not have been necessary!

The greatest motivation to be joyful amidst all troubles is that

“These troubles are only for a short while!” (2 Cor 4:17)

 Psalmist David’s understanding —

Psa 30:4,5,9,10 ... His anger but for a moment

 Prophet Isaiah’s explanation —

Isa 54:7,8 ... a mere moment ... a little wrath

 Apostle Peter’s expectation —

1 Pet 1:5-9 ... last time ... a little while ... the end

We are all bothered by three major troubles —

1. Sin, 2. Sickness, 3. Sorrow

We will briefly study what Heaven promises concerning

each of these troubles —

1. SIN

Salvation from sin is the primary blessing promised

by Christ’s first advent —

Angel to Joseph: “Jesus ... save people from sins” (Mt 1:21)

Jesus took our sins on Him — “ALL our sins”

 Sins of the dead.

Sins of the living.

Sins of the unborn.



10961095

 Sins committed yesterday.

Sins being committed today.
Sins which might be committed tomorrow.

That’s why John the Baptist declared:

“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the

 sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29)

On the Cross, Christ has “finished” the work of redemption
and made full provision for our salvation. But now we enjoy

only the firstfruits of it —

Salvation: (a) Past: Deliverance from “penalty” of sin (Rom 6:23)

i.e. death = separation from God

(b) Present: Deliverance from the “power” (slavery)
of sin (Rom 6:14,22)

(c) Future: Deliverance from the “presence” of sin
 (Rev 20:10)

Unlike in the Garden of Eden, the devil cannot enter
the New Heaven & New Earth (Rev 21:27).

Think of a place where there will be no temptation!

Salvation: (a) Justification — “As if we have never sinned”
(b) Sanctification — “Cleansing us from our sin and

  empowering us so we may not sin”
(c) Glorification — “Transforming us so we cannot sin”

(a) Justification — By the First Coming of Christ (Cross)
as a PROPHET

(b) Sanctification — By the Coming of the Holy Spirit
after Jesus went back as a PRIEST

(c) Glorification — By the Second Coming of Christ
as KING

This is a “progressive” experience —

We “got” saved — A crisis experience
We “are being” saved — An ongoing experience
We “will be” saved — A crisis experience

eg) Water of Life — Rivers of Living Water — Tree of Life

(Jn 4:13,14) (Jn 7:37,38) (Rev 2:7; 22:1,2)

God will present us “faultless” (spotless)

at Christ’s Second Coming with “exceeding joy” (Jude 24)

  i.e. God Himself will be excited!

Bride ready! “Rejoice” (Rev 19:7,8)

2. SICKNESS

Even though every sickness is not a direct result of sin,

sickness entered the world only after sin.

Sickness therefore, in general, is a consequence of sin.

That’s why Jesus in more than one case forgave the sins

of the candidate before healing his disease —

eg) Mt 9:2,6b (paralytic)

There are of course exceptions —

Jn 9:1-3 (Who sinned?)

Therefore as long as there is sin in the world,

a sickness-free life is impossible.

Did not Christ carry our sicknesses on the Cross?

He did — Mt 8:16,17

But just like Salvation, which will be completed only

at the Coming of Jesus,

sickness also will be totally eradicated only

when He reappears —

It’s called the “redemption of the body”  (Rom 8:22,23)

Today, only “first fruits”

Tomorrow, “full fruits” — 12 fruits

Rev 22:2,3 ...   No more curse!

“No more pain” (21:4c)
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3. SORROWS

Sorrow is the consequence of wrong choices,

ungodly practices, losses, disappointments and things

which characterize a corrupt world system.

Jesus carried not only our sins and sicknesses

but also our sorrows —

Isa 53:4 ... “borne ... griefs ... sorrows”

:3a ... “a Man of Sorrows”

“acquainted with grief” = Identification

 with us in our sorrows

Yes, Christian life is not an absence of troubles, problems

and sorrows, but having the presence of Christ

with which we overcome them —

Rom 8:35-39 ... “more than conquerors”

As human beings,

our instant response to difficulties and problems will be

fear and sorrow. But we have a “hope.”

Sing: Heaven came down and glory filled my soul,

When at the Cross the Saviour made me whole ...

Now I’ve a hope that  will surely endure

After the passing of time...

Therefore we must not sorrow like others —

eg) 1 Thess 4:13,14,18

Christ in flesh and blood is the greatest Example

in handling sorrow —

Heb 12:1-3 ... “for the joy that was set before Him”

Not only troubles in life, but also in ministry —

Paul a ministerial example —

Acts 20:22-24 ... chains ... tribulations ...

When we are consistently faithful in ministry,

we will finally “enter the JOY of the Lord!” (Mt 25:21,23)

The only instance in which Jesus has called us to

“LEAP FOR JOY” is when we are troubled by people —

Lk 6:22,23 ... hate ... revile ...

Days are coming when our possessions may be snatched

away from us — illegally — because of our faith —

Heb 10:34

This has happened in many countries

where anti-Christian forces are in power.

Jesus calls this as “the beginning of sorrows” —

Mt 24:8

which means, the worst is yet to be!

He spoke of this in the Sermon on the Mount itself —

— Of the 8 Beatitudes, several belong to the life

in Heaven— (Mt 5:3-10)

 Poor in spirit ... Kingdom of Heaven

 Pure in heart ... See God

 Persecuted for Righteousness ... Kingdom of Heaven

Mourn ... Comforted (v4)

“He will wipe away EVERY tear” (Rev 21:4)

No more tears of repentance from sin

No more tears of pain from sickness

No more tears of sorrow

This heavenly bliss begins with Millennium — Isa 35:1-10
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The Marriage of the Lamb of God

Introduction

 The Bible is a Book of marriages!

OT: Begins with a marriage ... Gen 2:22

Ends with a marriage ... Mal 2:15-16

NT: Begins with a marriage ... Mt 1:18

First miracle in a marriage ... Jn 2:1

Ends with a marriage ... Rev 21:2

 The passages concerning the Marriage of the

Lamb of God —

Rev 19:6-9

  21:1-27

  22:1-5,7

Features of this Marriage —

1. The Bridegroom is called “the LAMB.”

“Lamb” prominent all thro’ Revelation:

Rev 5 :8 17 :14

  6 :1 19 :7

:16 21:9

  7 :14 :14

:17 :22,23

13 :8 :27

14 :4 22:1

15 :3

i.e. “Calvary” is the basis for God’s union with Man.

The Bride was purchased by the

Bridegroom’s blood (Acts 20:28)

Those who rejected this Blood, and shed the blood

of the saints constitute “the harlot” (Rev 19:2) —

a) The unbelieving world (Jn 15:18,19)

“The world will hate you”

b) The nominal Church (Jn 16:2,3)

“The synagogues will throw you out!”

2. The Bride’s attire
Rev 19:8 ... fine, clean, bright linen

 3 Kinds of “linen” in the Bible —

a) Ordinary material

Lev 6:10,11 Sorrow, Sin, Judgment

16:4

b) Fine linen or fine twisted linen

Ex 26:1 God’s gracious acceptance

 39:27-29

c) Costliest fabric, bright and dazzling white

(Used only by Monarchs on great occasions)

1 Chr 15:27 — David/ark Joy of

2 Chr 5:12 — Priests/Temple triumph

Esth 8:15 — Mordecai and

Mk 9:3 — Christ/Transfiguration glory!

(Though our English versions of the Bible

do not differentiate between these three

very much, the differentiation is clear

in Hebrew & Greek.)

Three kinds of linen mean —

a) Condemnation of sin — Past

b) Consciousness of Christ — Present

c) Crowning with glory — Future
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 The Bride will be given the same attire as that was

the Lord’s at Transfiguration (Mk 9:3) —

Eph 5:25-27 — Christ loved, washed,

presents faultless

Phil 3:21 — Transformation like His glorious Body

Our cooperation today —

Rev 19:7 — She made “herself” ready.

 :8 — It was “granted”

1 Jn  3:2 — We shall be like Him.

 :3 — “purifies himself”

3. The Marriage Supper

Rev 19:9

 The Supper means a great celebration with festive joy!

Prov 15:15b — Merry heart, continual feast ...

Eccl 10:19a — Feast is for laughter!

Isa 25:6-9 — A feast on the Mountain

the Church has been waiting for!

 The Bridegroom is greatly excited over the Bride!

SS 2:4,8 — Banqueting Hall

Jude 24 — Exceeding great joy

Mt 9:14,15 — Christ enjoyed the foretaste of

“Marriage Supper” while feasting

with His disciples!

Mt 26:29 — Christ’s anticipation for this Supper.

Now every time we partake of the Lord’s

Supper, we anticipate the Marriage Supper.

He is still not drinking it (Lk 22:17,18)

 The controversy in Christendom —

Bride  vs. Guests ... Rev 19:9

ALL the faithful children of God make the Bride.

1 Cor12:27/Eph 5:30,32 ... Compare Acts 2:47

— Members of His Body

 15:51 — All will be changed.

Gal 3:26-28 — All are one in Christ.

Guests are not just friends, they are the very Bride!

eg) Disciples were called “friends!” (Mt 9:14,15)

4. The Procession

Rev 19:11-16

 Contrasting with the procession to Jerusalem

Donkey/Horse

Lowly King/Fiery eyes and many crowns

People walking afoot/Armies riding on horses

Prophet from Nazareth and King of Jews

(Son of David)/King of Kings

Coming in the Name of the Lord/Lord of Lords

Hosanna (Prayer) / Alleluia (Praise)

 “His robe dipped in blood ... treading the winepress

of the wrath of God” (Rev 19:13a,15b)

This refers to the sufferings of Christ —

(Isa 63:2-5)

And the sufferings of God’s people —

(Rev 7:9,13,14)

If we follow Him today taking up the CROSS,

we can follow Him one day on the HORSES!

5. The Rival Executed

Rev 19:17-21 ...

  20:1,2,10,14

In any love story there will be a rival (villain)!
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 This is the “Supper of the great God” (v17)

 (Not the Supper of the Lamb!)

Similar to the story in the Book of Esther.

In the 8th Chap, Mordecai was honoured & Jews rejoiced.

In the 9th Chap, all the enemies of Jews were killed.

 Devil’s attempt to thwart God’s plan from the beginning.

Eden—Deception— “You shall be like gods” (Gen 3:5)

Wilderness — Devil to Jesus: “Worship me” (Lk 4:6,7)

Peter to Jesus — “No Cross” (Mk 8:31-33)

Church — Threatening ... or ... Compromise

eg)Smyrna (Rev 2:10) Pergamos (2:13)

— World against — World inside

the Church     the Church

But the Holy Spirit kept on speaking to the Churches

and kept up the overcomers! (Rev 2:7,11,17, etc.)

 The last enemy is death!

1 Cor 15:26 — Last enemy

Heb 2:14,15 — Bride released from fear!

1 Cor 15:54,55 — Fulfilment of the great challenge

against death!

This faith enables us to live as “more than conquerors”

today amidst all troubles ...

because of the One “who LOVED us” (Rom 8:35-39)

Bride/Bridegroom

6. The Bridal City

Rev 21:1-27

 The City is the Bride (21:2,9,10).

— All the OT & NT Saints

21:12 — 12 gates — 12 tribes — Salvation thro’ Jews.

 — 12 angels — Law given thro’ & protected by angels

Heb 11:10,16

:14 — 12 foundations — 12 apostles — Eph 2:19-22

 No more tears!

The Bride enters the eternal joy of the Bridegroom

21:4 ... (Isa 54:11,12; 61:10)

Rom 14:17 — Kingdom of God is JOY in the Holy Spirit

The preciousness of the City —

Riches of Christ unto the Church.

Rev 21:11,18-21 ... The maximum that human

 language can express!

Eph 1:3 — All spiritual blessings — NOW!

Phil 4:19 — All physical blessings — THEN!

 No attraction other than the Bridegroom!

21:22 — No temple priest to divert our attention!

(1 Cor 3:4,9,16,17)

The City is the Temple.

All citizens are Priests (Rev 1:6).

Let us remember, we have no permanent residence on earth.

Our Citizenship is in Heaven (Phil 3:20).

7. The Honeymoon & the Wedded life

Rev 22:1-5

 Pure River (v1)

Same as Ezek 47:1,9,12

 and Psa 46:4,5

This is the Holy Spirit (Jn 7:37-39)

The Bride refreshes herself

in the River of the Spirit and in the Garden! (v2)
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 The Bride will keep on looking at the face

of the Bridegroom (v4)

 The Church will be the Royal Bride of the

King of kings (v5b)

The Tragedy in the Garden of Genesis is swallowed up

by the Triumph of the City of Revelation!

 Conclusion

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!” — Corporate

Let him who hears say, “Come!” — Individual

He says, “Surely, I am coming quickly!”

“Amen, Even so, Come, Lord Jesus!” — Rev 22:17,20

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all

to prepare for this great event! Amen! (v21)

My Testimony as a Preacher

The Jehovah God has enabled me to preach hundreds of Sermons

over the years (1963-2016). Here’s my testimony relating to His

redemptive Names —

1. Jehovah-Raah (Psa 23)

He feeds me and anoints me

during the preparation of the Sermon.

2. Jehovah-Tsidkenu (Jer 23:5,6)

He cleanses me through His Word

so I can be a clean vessel for His use.

3. Jehovah-Shalom (Judg 6:23,24)

He gives me peace and restfulness

during the time of preparation

in spite of problems, tensions and anxieties.

4. Jehovah-Rapha (Ex 15:26)

He gives me physical strength to withstand

the strain of preaching. He sharpens my tongue

and gives me a bold voice.

5. Jehovah-Jireh (Gen 22:14)

He frees me from money-consciousness.

He provides for my needs.

6. Jehovah-Shammah (Ezek 48:10,35)

He stands with me while I preach, and works with me

confirming His Word with signs like the transformation

of the hearers.

7. Jehovah-Nissi (Ex 17:14-16)

The Sermon is over. Hallelujah!

Victory to the Lord! The Devil is defeated again!


