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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 29th June, 2011, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace, D Robb and C Stacey 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
22. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor J Armstrong. 
 
23. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
24. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong had submitted apologies for absence, however Councillor B Armstrong 
reported on his behalf that the repairs to the Hall ceiling had been completed at a cost of just under 
£3,000 and arrangements have been made by Councillor J Armstrong to pay this from his Members 
Budget.  
 
Points raised to be passed to Councillor Armstrong included a caravan parked on the road in 
Briardene restricting visibility around the corner, overgrown hedges along the main road, issues over 
a mattress being set alight, despite its having been previously reported to the Neighbourhood 
Warden, and complaints from local farmers about fly-tipping on their land.  
 
Resolved: (i)That the report be noted.  
(ii) That a letter be sent to Councillor Armstrong thanking him for his efforts in having the Hall ceiling 
repaired.  
 
25. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Annual and Ordinary Meetings held on 25th May, 2011, were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
26. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute No. 7 - Councillor C Stacey suggested that provision of play equipment at Hamsteels 

should be included within the forward plan.  This was agreed.  
Minute No. 20 - The Clerk had obtained a price for a recycled plastic noticeboard however it 

was higher than anticipated.  Alternative sources would be investigated.  
 
27. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £126.66 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages. 
(ii) £1.33 to HRMC in respect of PAYE deductions. 
(iii) £1,008.00 to Lanchester Nurseries in respect of planters. 
(iv) £190.00 to SPC Building and Maintenance in respect of repairs to Hamsteels 

Community Hall. 
(v) £2,955.13 to Target Building and Joinery in respect of repairs to Hamsteels 

Community Hall roof and ceiling.  (Note; £1,000 had been paid upfront to allow works 
to commence with £1,955.13 due. These sums would be reimbursed by Durham 
County Council through Councillor Armstrong’s Members budget.) 
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(vi) £110.00 to Cornsay Village Residents’ Association in respect of play area inspections. 
(vii) £100.00 to petty cash.  
(viii) £54.195.32 to Brambledown Landscapes in respect of Cornsay Colliery Play Area. 

(Note: this amount to be paid upon receipt of the Playbuilder funding from Durham 
County Council.)  

 
(b) Cheques issued: 

 
(i) 27th Apr 2011 £ 68.08 Mr D Walker    No. 484 
(ii)  27th Apr 2011 £ 100.00 Hamilton Homing Society  No. 485 
(iii) 27th Apr 2011 £ 150.00 S Metcalf (Royal Wedding-Hamsteels) No. 486 
(iv) 25th May 2011  £ 55.00 TRACC     No. 487 
(v) 25th May 2011  £ 1,339.23 Zurich Municipal    No. 488 
(vi) 25th May 2011  £ 67.07 MG Ackroyd    No. 489 
(vii) 25th May 2011  £ 206.94 Mr D Walker    No. 490 
(viii) 25th May 2011  £ 67.07 HMRC     No. 491 

 
(c) Cash at Bank 
 

Northern Rock   £27,045.88 
 
28. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Durham County Council - Request from the Local Councils Officer to meet with the 
Chairman and Clerk to discuss the Council’s relationship with 
the Parish Council and advice and assistance which could be 
offered. 
Resolved: That invitation be accepted.  
 

(b) CDALC - Request for nominations to the Executive Committee and any 
motions to be put to the AGM. 
Resolved: That no nominations or motions be submitted.  

(c) CDALC - Correspondence regarding complaints following the abolition 
of Standards for England and upholding of high standards of 
conduct. 
Resolved: That it is considered that the formal adoption of the 
Nolan Principles would be an acceptable method of upholding 
standards of conduct and that any complaints about members 
should be dealt with through the Council’s complaints 
procedure. 

(d) CDALC - Invitation to attend 3C’s Training Event at a cost of £27.00 per 
person. 
Resolved: That the Chair and Vice Chair express an interest 
dependant on the arranged date being convenient.  

(e) Mid Durham AAP - Invitation from AAP Co-ordinator to attend a meeting to update 
on the AAP’s progress. 
Resolved: That the Council is kept well informed of the work 
of the AAP and does not feel a visit is necessary. 

 
29. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 S Peel  Greenfield Farm 
Cornsay 
 

Erection of single storey side 
extension and two storey rear 
extension 
 

  Resolved: That no objection be made to this application. 
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30. CONSULTATIONS 
 
(a) Scrutiny Review of AAPs 
 

Discussion took place surrounding the response to Durham County Council’s Scrutiny Review 
of AAPs, covering the areas of governance, resources, community involvement, impact and 
performance management. 

  
 Resolved: That the Clerk forward an appropriate response to Durham County Council. 
 
(b) County Durham Plan 
 

Summaries of the County Durham Plan which set out how development across the County 
would be managed in future years had been circulated, with full details on the County 
Council’s website. 
 
Resolved: That the consultation be noted. 

 
(c) AAP Parish Councils Committee 
 

The Clerk reported on a proposal put forward at the last meeting of the PCC by a member of 
Esh Parish Council.  The suggestion was that a group should be formed by the smaller parish 
councils to create a louder ‘voice’. 
 
Resolved: That the PCC was already in existence and that the proposal to form a new group 
be noted.  

 
31. BOUNDARY REVIEW 
 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England had published their draft 
recommendations for County Durham, with their latest proposals involved splitting the Parish across 
two electoral divisions.  Councillor J Armstrong and county councillors in adjoining divisions had 
agreed an alternative proposal, details of which had been circulated, which councillors considered 
were an improvement on the LGBCE’s suggestions. 
 
Resolved: That a Special Meeting of the Council be held on Wednesday, 6th July, 2011, to consider 
these proposals.  
 
32. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The Chair reported that following her meeting with a representative of HLP, their proposal had now 
been received.   
 
If the Council proceeded, HLP intended to: 
 

 undertake a design appraisal for a new building, 
 investigate whether a modular or one-off build was appropriate 
 carry out an options appraisal 
 prepare material for a community exhibition 
 collate the above into the feasibility report 

 
Their costs for undertaking this work were in the sum of £4,161.00 although it was anticipated that 
the County Council would be meeting these. 
 
It was commented that much of the above works had been carried out by the Council throughout the 
project to replace the community centre, and that it would be more beneficial to engage the services 
of an architect who would be able to provide plans and costings. 
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Resolved: That a meeting be arranged with the Deputy Leader of Durham County Council and 
officers from Regeneration and Economic Development to discuss how to proceed.  
 
33. EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC 
 
Resolved: That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted and in 
accordance with s1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in the public interest 
the press and public be temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw from the Meeting. 
 

Note: The Clerk withdrew from the Meeting during consideration of the following item.  
 
34. CLERK’S WAGES (Minute 14(ii) refers) 
 
The Internal Auditor had recommended that the Clerk’s wages should be reviewed in any given year 
to ensure that wages were set at an appropriate level for the duties undertaken and accordingly, 
advice had been sought from CDALC. 
 
Four profiles had been devised for parish councils covering aspects such as the number of meetings 
per year, the council’s budget, staff management and other duties, and it was for the Council to 
determine which profile it felt best met its circumstances.  Having selected the appropriate profile, the 
Council could then decide the appropriate rate of pay, each profile containing a number of Spinal 
Column Points from the NJC pay scales for local government.  It was generally accepted that if the 
role met the profile exactly a salary in the middle of the range was appropriate, however if the clerk 
did a little more or less than the profile the higher or lower SCPs in the range could be used.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk’s wages be set at SCP 25 on the NJC scale.  
  

 
The Meeting closed at 8.40 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


