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PERRY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting       April 21, 2021 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Perry County Planning Commission was held on 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021 in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room of the Veteran’s Memorial 

Building, New Bloomfield, PA and via Zoom telecommuting software, with members 

participating in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 2020. Chairman 

Turner called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

 Members present were Chairman Jim Turner, Robert Shaffer, and Dave Rice with Tom 

Graupensperger, Dan Kirk, and Dana Cotton participating virtually, through the Zoom 

meeting arrangements. Jason Finnerty was in attendance representing the staff. Steve Deck, 

was also present remotely, representing staff and handling the logistics of the virtual 

meeting participation. 

 

2. MINUTES 

 

 Chairman Turner asked the members if they had read through the March 17, 2021 monthly 

meeting minutes and if they had any edits they would like to offer. None of the members 

offered any edits. Mr. Finnerty noted two date adjustments that were made prior to the 

meeting 

 

 Mr. Rice motioned to approve the minutes without edit. Mr. Kirk seconded the motion, and 

the motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. GOOD AND WELFARE 

 

Mr. Tom Palm was present for the Henry S. Lapp & Barbara L. Lapp Subdivision (File # 

21-037) and the Brian J., Allen C., Brenda J. Sheaffer & Lucas J. and Alisha M. Fowler 

Subdivision (File # 21-038) Mrs. Patricia Palm was also in attendance. 

 

4. COMMUNICATIONS AND PAYMENTS OF EXPENSE 

 

A.      Communications 

 

Chairman Turner asked the commission members if there were any communications 

from the monthly communications list needing to be discussed, or if staff had any items 

to bring to the PCPC’s attention. Mr. Finnerty mentioned the Act 14 notification 

received for the electric cogeneration facility proposed in the Perry County Innovation 

Park.  

 

Mr. Kirk asked if Joe Burget had contacted our office regarding the letter sent to Burget 

Associates Inc. (BAI) advising the PCPC would not be commenting on the BAI-

developed highway occupancy permit comment form. Mr. Finnerty stated, no, he had 

not been contacted the office regarding the letter. 
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B.       Payment of Expenses 

 

Mrs. Cotton made a motion to approve the following expenses. Mr. Kirk seconded and 

the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Transfer amount...………………...…………………………………………....$1,850.01 

 

5. REPORTS 

 

   A.      Treasurer’s Report 

 

Mr. Graupensperger motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Reports in the form of financial 

statements for the period of January 1, 2021 through March 31, 2021 for filing subject 

to audit. Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

B.      Staff Report 

 

1.     Local Planning Assistance (LPA) Report 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned one of our staff members (Alexa Korber) had been 

assisting Marysville Borough with the preparation of a map for use in their grant 

application process. 

 

2.      Program Progress Report  

 

Covering transportation, Mr. Deck mentioned work on the Regional Transportation 

Plan continues with municipal notifications to identify projects for the “pipeline.” 

Additional outreach will be conducted during the summer months. 

 

The HATS staff is being asked to perform more road counts, including Forest 

Bureau and Game Commission roads. This is in addition to some select municipal 

roads. 

 

There were kickoff meeting for the two Perry County RTP grant program projects 

selected last year. They were the South Main Street Bridge in Marysville Borough 

and the replacement of sidewalks along SR 0034 in Newport Borough. 

 

With the regional focus, the TCRPC is co-sponsoring a zoning and a subdivision 

and land development courses offered by the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning 

Education Institute (PMPEI). Mr. Deck encouraged interested individuals to sign up 

as registration for both courses is limited. 

 

Staff also continues to work on the Countywide Action Plan (CAP) a few meetings 

have been held and the consultant (HRG) has begun meeting individually with the 

four participating counties. Mr. Finnerty explained staff worked with the County 

Conservation District staff on two occasions to evaluate the CAST model derived 

figures taken from the Commonwealth’s Water Improvement Plan, and assign 

numbers for best management practice (BMP) targets for PADEP consideration and 

possible acceptance. Mrs. Cotton asked what would be necessary to implement all 
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the recommended BMPs. Mr. Finnerty mentioned staff hours, financing, and 

education of landowners on BMPs. Mr. Graupensperger pointed out the Penn State 

extension has a very organized website for explaining BMPs and the organization is 

well-respected by the farming community. 

 

Mr. Kirk asked if there was any update on the potential park-and-ride facility in the 

area of Drumgold’s Corner was provided. PennDOT has initiated preliminary 

design on the project site. Mr. Deck indicated that PennDOT is now engaged in the 

preliminary design phase and is coordinating with the Historic Society on the 

design for the site, but that he did not have a recent update but would follow up.  

 

A copy of the progress report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.    Perry County Comprehensive Plan Implementation 

 

The nine comprehensive plan surveys are out and available for response. Continued 

work will be needed to achieve the targeted goal for survey returns reaching of 1% 

Perry County’s population. 

 

B.    County Hazard Mitigation Plan 

  

Our staff has organized a meeting between the family seeking flood mitigation in 

Jackson Township, PEMA, the Board of County Commissioners, and the County EMA. 

The floodplain buyout and other options will be discussed to identify a path forward for 

the family. 

 

C.    Possible Subdivision Violation - Cameron Drum/Southwest Madison Township (File 

#05-116) 

 

A meeting was held with PennDOT, the County Solicitor, Commissioners Watson and 

Eby, and our staff to discuss next steps and PennDOT’s efforts to resolve the situation. 

Our staff has assisted the Solicitor in setting up a follow-up meeting between the 

County Solicitor, Commissioner Watson, Mr. Smith, and his attorney to inquire about 

right-of-way usage by Mr. Smith’s neighbors. 

 

D.    Perry County Countywide Action Plan (CAP) 

 

Previously covered in 5.B.2 (Program Progress Report) 

  

7. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Subdivision and Land Development Matters 

 

1). Approvals Report 
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a) File #21-037-Henry S. Lapp and Barbara L. Lapp – Southwest Madison 

Township 

 

Mr. Palm presented the plan on behalf of his clients.  

 

Mr. Finnerty highlighted items contained in the initial review report. 

It was mentioned no monuments were proposed for the Lot 2 perimeter. Mr. 

Palm explained Lot 2 was a previously approved lot for another lot addition 

which is now returning back to its original lot. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to grant modifications to § 410.4.B.9) for 

locating bearings and distances for existing easements, and § 502.1.B) requiring 

a minimum of two monuments to be places at the street rights-of-way lines. The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Rice and passed unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Rice to approve the plan without edit. The motion 

was seconded by Mr. Kirk and passed unanimously.  

 

b) File #21-038 Brian J., Allen C., Brenda J. Sheaffer and Lucas J. and Alisha M. 

Fowler - Southwest Madison Township 

 

Mr. Palm re-presented the plan on behalf of his clients. 

 

Mr. Finnerty highlighted items contained in the initial review report. The first 

involved the water supplies servicing the three displayed dwellings. Mr. Palm 

indicated there were individual wells servicing the homes. 

 

Mr. Finnerty indicated there were no monuments associated with either Lot 9 or 

the resulting lot following the lot addition. Mr. Shaffer asked why there were no 

survey monuments placed on the proposed lot. Mr. Palm indicated he could 

place a pair of monuments along the road rights-of-way line to address the 

concern. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Rice to grant modifications to S&LDO § 410.4.B.9) 

for locating bearings and distances for existing easements, and § 410.4.B.1 for 

the plan scale to cover area needed for the number of lots involved. The motion 

was seconded by Mr. Graupensperger and passed unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to conditionally approve the plan with the 

following edits: 1) Display the wells associated with the three dwellings 

displayed on the plan in consideration of S&LDO § 514.1.A, and; 2) Display 

two proposed monuments for the resulting Sandra and Lawrence Lehman 

property in consideration of S&LDO § 502.1.B). The motion was seconded by 

Mrs. Cotton and passed unanimously. When asked by Mr. Shaffer if his clients 

would agree to the condition placed on the plan approval, Mr. Palm stated yes. 

 

2). Review and Report  

 



 

 5 

Chairman Turner asked the Commission members if there were any plans on the 

monthly review and report table they would like to view. None of the members 

requested to see any of the plans on the Monthly Review Report list.  

 

Mr. Rice motioned to ratify to staff reviews of all plans listed in the monthly review 

report table. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kirk and passed unanimously.  

 

A copy of the Review and Report Table is attached to the file copy of these 

minutes. 

 

B. Sewage Facility Planning 

 

1) File #21-06 Endless View Estates - Oliver Township 

Mr. Finnerty explained the first two sewage facilities planning modules on the 

agenda were customary reviews. The Endless View Estates plan essentially covered 

the residual portion of the 18-lot plan, previously reviewed in Miller Township last 

month. 

 

An omnibus motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to ratify staff review of the two 

sewage planning modules on the agenda. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Cotton 

and passed unanimously and passed unanimously. 

 

2) File #21-07 Omar P. & Linda K. Stoltzfus - Centre Township 

 

See action taken with 7. B. 1.  

 

C.  Other Matters 

 

1). Intergovernmental Review - PA DCED grant for community facilities 

improvements Grandstand Trail Project, Bloomfield Borough ($175,000) 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Graupensperger to authorize the chairman to sign the 

prepared letters offering support for both project applications. The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Rice and passed unanimously and passed unanimously. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:05 PM. The next meeting of the Perry County 

Planning Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The meeting 

will be held in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room of the Perry County Veteran’s Memorial 

Building and via Zoom teleconferencing software. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Robert E. Shaffer, Sr. 

       Secretary 


