
 

 
Pforzheimer Fellowships in the Harvard Library 

 
 
Name of Library/Archives: Harvard Map Collection 

School/Unit: FAS 

Location: Pusey Library, Harvard Yard 

Project Sponsor: Bonnie Burns 

Project Supervisor: Dave Weimer, Librarian for Cartographic Resources and Learning, 
dweimer@fas.harvard.edi Belle Lipton, GIS Outreach Librarian, 
belle_lipton@harvard.edu 

Administrative Contact: Dave Weimer will be the administrative contact. 

 

Description of Library/Archives: 

Formed in 1818, the Harvard Map Collection is one of the largest and oldest collections 
of geospatial materials in the United States. As a geospatial hub, the Harvard Map 
Collection combines a world-class special collections of over 500,000 maps with 
terabytes of current data. 

 

Project Description: 

Urban segregation surrounds the lives of everyone in a city but often is not obviously 
visible on a printed map. Instead, the decisions of city and state governments, urban 
planners, real estate agents, business owners, and residents inscribe segregation in the 
shape of roads, the size of parks, the height of buildings, and the other unmarked 
structures of city life. The Harvard Map Collection is looking for someone interested in 
exploring our collections of urban maps throughout the world and combining paper 
maps and geodata to animate the effects of urban segregation. By augmenting and 
deepening what is already available in the online collection, City Maps and Urban 
Environments (https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/city-maps-and-urban-environments), 
the fellow will pick a few specific cities well-represented in our collections in order to 
show the different ways we can see segregation on maps and how maps and data about 
a city can help us understand the lasting effects of segregation.   This fellowship, 



therefore, is an opportunity to develop skills in digital and spatial history while also 
seeing how librarians can collect, curate, and produce maps and geospatial data. The 
fellow will have flexibility in choosing which cities to focus on, depending on their own 
research interests, language skills, and what they discover in the collections.  However, 
we may prefer someone who will work at least in part with our Latin American maps 
and data. Because the project will combine research with paper maps and geospatial 
data, the ideal candidate will have some familiarity with geospatial tools like ArcGIS or 
QGIS. But we will be able to guide and help the right candidate through technological 
obstacles. 

 

Anticipated Outcomes: 

The precise form of the final product is flexible based on the skills and interests of the fellow. 
The final product should engage people in issues of urban planning and segregation using 
maps and data from the Harvard Map Collection. This final product, therefore, could range 
from a digital exhibition with narrative content about segregation in a select number of cities 
to a dataset about segregation built from historic maps to an interactive guide to the collections 
relating to a few cities. 

 


