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Reports



There have been 3 meetings in this current period. The first in June, at St Mary's Church, East
Leake, Jane Gray and Andrew Stewart gave a draft timetable of events for the ONELife Mission
in September. The programme proposed was as follows:
Thursday 12th - Friendship Faith - St Luke's Gamston. Friday 13th - Schools worship at
Pierrepont Gamston Primary, St Lukes, South Wilford Primary, St Wilfred's, Emmanuel
Secondary, Clifton; Afternoon tea at St Giles and Edwalton; and in the evening at St Pauls,
Boundary Road and at St Luke's. Saturday 14th - Clifton Holy Trinity Church. Summer Fair at
Normanton on Soar and Messy Church at St Paul's. Sunday 15th - The final service of ONELife
Mission will be held at St Lukes. The Bishop will be calling at some of these events.
ONELife Mission is about reaching out to people, drawing them into faith, forming new
friendships and engaging with new people. Tim Parker played a video on Life Explored which
gives people the opportunity to look at the Gospel. We need to think about what's the best Gift
God could give you? Churches were asked to have safeguarding information on their home page
by the 21st June 2019.
The second meeting in October was held in St Paul's Church, Wilford Hill. Louise Third read
Psalm 63:1-8. Jane Gray asked Louise questions about the Church Bible Readers workshop that
she has been running. These are designed for up to 8 delegates with the aim of helping readers
in Church to speak clearly and confidently. There is no charge for the workshop but Louise
hopes that donations will be made to Osyanuk Neuganda, a village she supports in North East
Uganda. Anyone wishing to make a donation can do so through Louise's website.
We took a few moments in silence in remembering John Betham who had died recently.
There were several success stories from the ONELife Mission. Jan Bonser talked about the
Church Fete at Normanton-on-Soar where Bishop Julian had come to open it. Andrew
Buchanan reported on a Barn dance in Ruddington with 100 people attending. The event was
split 50/50 between churchgoers and non churchgoers. Jamie Taylor ran a Historical talk where
30 people attended. Clare Aston ran two events in Clifton - one held at High Bank Community
Centre was attended by Bishop Julian's team member Karen Herschell. The plans for the
community garden were shown to Bishop Julian and he planted a tree and blessed the garden.
Pat Grainger said that 30 people attended Holme Pierpont and this group walked to Skylark's
Nature Reserve. They hope to repeat this event. Questions were handed out during the coffee
break to encourage discussion about what have we had learnt from the Mission. A video was
played about new Worshipping Communities which can be found on the Diocesan website. The
meeting split into small groups for discussion. Sue Shaw spoke about "Big Questions of Faith"
which was a follow up to the men's breakfast club at East Leake. Clare Ashton was encouraged
to share similar experiences. Trevor Greaves stated that the Normanton fete was a regular event
but he was encouraged by new people attending. Jan Bonser asked how do we bridge the gap
without putting people off? We need help from the Diocese to make the transition. Andrew
Buchanan said it had been very helpful. John Day said that the mission had brought the
Churches and Deanery together. Val Hopkins took the food collected at Gotham Church to the
London Road Project and discovered that they had just been praying for food for the homeless.
Conrad Oatey thanked the parishes who have been paying their Parish Share. 35% of the total
share had been paid so far. He stated that there will be an increase year on year of 5%. The
Treasurers sub group will be meeting shortly and also in mid-November.
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The third meeting in March was held at St Luke's Church, Gamston.
Due to Church of England advice, coffee was not going to be served and a three page document
on COVID-19 was handed to everyone at the meeting. Treasurers quarterly dates to meet for the
year have been set. A figure for the Parish Share had been sent to each Parish as there had been
a shortfall of £40,000 and the Deanery had to allocate 100% to parishes. The representatives
from Sutton Bonington and East Leake said they had in the past supported Clifton with
donations towards their Parish Share. Clifton's representative spoke of their gratitude for all the
help they had received. Mark informed the meeting that Julian Hodgson had been appointed as
Safeguarding Advisor for the Diocese which was a permanent post. Julian will take up his post
in June. There was a review of the Deanery ONELife Mission 2019 which was considered a
success. Jane Gray spoke about ONElife Mission and how successful it had been. The Clifton
representative suggested that any organised events in the future be published to all Churches in
the hope that others might join in. The words "Back to Church" was mentioned, however,
although this connected with the community, some people felt that the words were sensitive for
some people and different words needed to be used. Deanery Mission 2021 could possibly be a
repeat of the successes of 2019. For example: wine tasting, fetes and walks might be future
possibilities. A short video on generosity was shown. Mark brought attention to several websites
that might be useful. Three in particular were ilikegiving.com, Pastor Tim Keller's video
"Living the Gospel - Where your heart is", and The Stewardship Blog - Four steps to building a
Culture of Generosity which equals Joy. Further meetings are planned for June and October.
Janet State (Deanery Synod Representative)
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Barton
This year has been free of any serious problems, the second
boiler did go wrong again so had to have a new part to replace
the temporary repair that was done also we had to have a repair
done on one of the electric sockets on the South Isle of the
church which has solved the electric cutting off when we tried to
use the sockets. We are awaiting the approval of a Faculty to
remove some of the pews on the South Isle and replace them
with chairs from the Chancel which would make it more flexible for use for meetings etc. We
will also replace the Chancel chairs with folding chairs and some small tables.
Carole Edis (Deputy Churchwarden)

Gotham
In terms of work actually undertaken on the church since the last
annual meeting, not much has been done. External lighting to
both the West door and the South porch has been improved and
PIR controls installed. The heater inside the West door finally
expired and has been replaced. That said, during the year we
have received the Quinquennial Report on the condition of the
building which has listed work requiring attention, phased
according to priority. The urgent items are being costed for an application to the Diocese for
consent to put them in hand. These are:

1. Replace broken cast iron collar to rwpd south aisle hopper.
2. Clear all gutters high and low levels nave, chancel, aisles, especially west end.
    Clean all hoppers, prepare and coat with Hammerite or similar.
3. Check lead flashings to nave roof and refix slipped slates.
4. Replace boiler house door and adjacent with wpb plywood, paint both sides.
    Prepare and paint rsj to boiler house roof with Hammerite or similar.

Further works will follow as funds permit, to repair cracked stonework to the disused boiler
house chimney, repair the gate pillars at the Leake Road entrance and replace the netting to the
tower windows which have been damaged by jackdaws. The Quinquennial also reminds us that
the external rendering needs renovation in various areas. Several donors to our covenant scheme
have asked that their gifts are used for the maintenance of the building and churchyard. Also, a
monthly amount is being allocated from general funds for this same purpose so it is expected
that the list of outstanding repairs will gradually be addressed. Another problem we have is the
clock chiming. Many will have noticed that the bells sounding the quarters and hours are not
working. The mechanism linking the clock and the bells is badly worn and in need of a full
overhaul. Further, one of the hammers has broken. Quotations are currently being evaluated in
conjunction with the Diocesan advisor as to the best course of action. Investigations are in hand
regarding the future of the Church Hall which suffers from disrepair and obsolescence. Can we
find a new use which will make the refurbishment viable? Discussions are being held with other
village organisations to widen the options. There is a lot to do, but we are working on it!
David Power
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Kingston
The roof, tower, porch, walls and windows are in good repair. In
certain areas inside the sandstone runs. We have taken advice
from stonemasons and church inspectors and have been told
there is little that can be done to stop this from happening.
However, it is several years since advice was last sought and
technology has moved on. When Graham Renton does the next
Quinquennial inspection in the benefice I was going to ask him
to take a look at the walls and see if there has been any new innovations that may help. The
church furniture and floor are also in good repair. The grass in the churchyard is cut by
contractors, but the rest of the work that has been done there has been done by Graham
Grocock, for which we are extremely grateful.
Angie Howard (Churchwarden)

Ratcliffe
Repairs continue to Holy Trinity Church, Ratcliffe on Soar. In
last year's report our concern was our alter window as daylight
can be seen all around several of the diamond shaped glass
panes. We had hoped to look into the repair of this in 2020 but
unfortunately the South Aisle East window has taken priority.
During routine cleaning the South Aisle East window revealed

to be in a dangerous condition and in need of
urgent repair. The repairs have been estimated at £3,900 and possibly more
depending on what is found at the time of the repair. Our funds have been
somewhat depleted because of previous years work on the louvres in the spire
and the electrical rewiring of the church. We are currently seeking grants to
help us with the cost and to date we have only received acknowledgements on
our applications. In April 2019 the Faith and Outreach Committee set up
Reflections in our church. The church was open until 10pm each day from
Maundy Thursday until Easter Monday. The lead downpipe at the rear of the
church was stolen in November 2019 and this will be replaced by a cast iron
downpipe but we are retaining the original hopper as seen in this picture. All
work has been done in conjunction with Historic England, the Diocese and our
Architect Graeme Renton. In February 2020 part of a
Willow tree, west of the church, split from the trunk -

amazingly missing all the headstones. This also brought the power line down.
Western Power were contacted immediately and were on site within 2 hours to
restore power and tree surgeons have completed the work. As mentioned last
year we had hoped to renovate the Gordon Clarke memorial a WWI stone
where the lettering has failed badly. To have this work carried out will cost in the region of
£1,000 plus and with the anniversary of the end of WWII in May this year we doubt whether
another application would be successful and so we have postponed applying again until 2021.
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The fire extinguishers and the lightning conductor are serviced annually. We joined Kingston
church congregation for Remembrance Sunday which was led by Carol Staves and this was well
attended. Our Bible Study evenings have continued ceasing when our Compline Services start in
June until mid September. We are a group of 8 people led by Val Hopkins and together we read
passages from the Bible and discuss the aspect of what we have read. We are currently
exploring The Bible Course through a video, discussion and personal reflection. Recently we
have joined together with the Gotham Wednesday Bible study group where we continue to meet
on a Thursday evening at John and Margaret Greensmith's house in Ratcliffe. Compline
Services run on a Thursday evening at 8:00pm from June to the end of August and last year's
attendance was exceptional. This service is led by members of the 453 Churches and is a
peaceful and calming service at the end of the day. The stall we had at the Sutton Bonington
Show in September in the Village Tent was successful and it is a pleasure to meet the regular
visitors who seek us out. Our Autumn Fair held in our church in October was well attended and
both of these events raised vital funds for our Church. We maintain the church and the church
grounds ourselves thus saving us money. We have been pestered by a mole this year but thanks
to Graham Grocock our Treasurer this has been caught. The church continues to be open daily
between 9:00 to 4:00 every day. We have had many visitors over the last year and they give
generously in our wall collection box.
Janet State (Churchwarden)

Thrumpton
The next Quinquennial inspection and the electrical inspections
will be be carried out this autumn. There are a number of minor
but necessary repairs needed to the roof tiling and pointing both
internally and externally. Some of the floor tiles in the chancel
and vestry need rebedding, this work will be carried out by
ourselves as will other day to day matters over the summer.
Likewise we will be giving further treatment to areas of
woodworm on pews. Our principle concern relates to the condition of three of our beautiful
stained glass windows which are showing signs of distress. We had originally thought that only
one needed attention but upon a visual inspection by a specialist two more are in need of
attention. We intend carrying out specific fund raising and will be applying for appropriate grant
aid. The drainage channel along the south side of the Church is in need of repair. The mature
trees in the Churchyard are a constant source of expenditure. I have carried out a topple test of
the gravestones which hasn't identified any areas of concern. I have not inspected the lead work
on the roof of the tower, this will be done by others before the AGM.
John Collins (Deputy Churchwarden)
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Evangelism & Community

Community Cinema trialed for 2 Saturday's in March. It was well received with about 60 people
attending so it started again in October.
Easter Eggs taken to Framework for homeless families.
Ukelele concert.
Kingston Music concert.
Vision Day at Thrumpton Village Hall attended by 26 folk from across all 5 churches.
Gotham Winter Wreath Festival.

Sunday Services

Frankie and Mike visited us from Natal.
Sermon series started on Romans.
New Family Fun service started at 4pm on Mothering Sunday with 31 adults and 19 children.
Easter sunrise service at the Well House followed by breakfast.
Renewed membership covenant at Easter service in Gotham.
Lindsey Briggs continuing to leading services at Kingston alongside Angie.
Sonya led the Harvest service at Kingston and Harvest Supper in Village Hall afterwards.
Carole Edis and Sylvia Cutts continue to lead services at Barton.
Anne Farnsworth continues to lead services at Gotham.
Fiona continuing to lead Gathering services.
Barton, Kingston, Thrumpton and Gotham each held a Christingle Service.
Fiona led Gotham's Family Crib Service.
Tuesday Communion replaced with Carols of Praise, week before Christmas.

Small Groups

Our Bible study groups have studied Revelation, John's Gospel as Lent course, "Chat around the
Bible" video course, Psalms, Advent of the Saviour Advent study.
Once a month various folk have been doing Wayne Grudem's Christian Beliefs course.
New Tuesday evening Bible study group started.
Housegroup social get together in Gotham Church over Christmas.
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Mission

Nigel continues to be involved in Sierra Leone.
Richard worked on Reception at Keswick Convention.
224 Shoeboxes collected, 73 more than last year.
Prayer at Armistice Day at Gotham Primary School.

Children & Youth Ministry

Jo Leatherland continues as Schools Worker at East Leake Academy.
Gotham Primary School visits to church.
Open the Book continues going into Gotham School once a fortnight with a team from across
the 5 churches.
Thanksgiving for Gift of Child service at Barton and Kingston.

Pastoral Care & Church Family

Compline services during Holy Week at Gotham were led by Sonya, Anne Farnsworth &
Margaret Heys.
Easter Reflections from Maundy Thursday to Easter Saturday at Ratcliffe.
Away Day at Launde Abbey looking at Prayer.
Promise Programme at Gotham with Hog Roast.
Reorganisation is complete and officially became The A453 Churches of South
Nottinghamshire in June.
Special AGM held to appoint PCC, etc.
Bible reading workshop by Louise Third attended by 8 people from across the five Churches.
Local Management Group started in Gotham.
Barton Promise Programme with Richard Osborn as guest speaker.
Service at Ratcliffe for Ian and Georgina on the day of Ian's brother's funeral in Holland.
Funeral of Mick Davies.
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Barton
Although the Parishioners of St George's Church Barton-in-Fabis are extremely generous with
their financial support of the Church we were unable to pay the full amount of Parish Share
requested by Southwell but did manage to pay the reduced amount. This year, as previously, we
were also unable to make our payments monthly but had to pay in two instalments which
allowed us to raise the money first. The Parish share now takes all the covenanted finance and
most of the money which is raised by supporters of St George to keep the church in good
working order. This money was raised by holding a number of events throughout the year.
The main fund raisers were the Frog Race, the Summer Fair, a cheese and wine evening which
raises money to purchase flowers for the Flower Festival, the Flower Festival and the Christmas
Market. There were also many smaller events organised during the year including the monthly
lunches and coffee mornings which as well as raising money are community events enjoyed by
many members of the village. During the year we have donated money to the Children's Society
and Framework.
We are very fortunate in having a village which supports its church so generously and in turn we
are able to help those less fortunate than ourselves and will continue to do so for the foreseeable
future. Due to the merging of the five churches of Barton-in-Fabis, Gotham, Kingston, Ratcliffe
and Thrumpton into the Benefice of the A453 Churches of South Nottinghamshire 2019 has
been my last year as Treasurer for St George's Church, Barton-in-Fabis and I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the Church Wardens and the PCC for all their assistance during my
time as Treasurer, a role which I took on temporarily in 2006!!
Liz Thornton (Assistant Treasurer)

Gotham
General Account Nat West Bank (including unpresented cheques) is £14,235.19. Bell Fund
Account (Restricted for bells) is £1,335.20. Cash in hand is £84. Total is £15,654.39. There is
£1,423.24 designated in the fabric fund, £638.31 restricted, £11,752.76 in the General fund, "our
money". Our liabilities are Natal Container Fund and Fees, just £530.06.
We have £1335.20 in the Bell fund account, strictly for the bells, and petty cash of £84 kept in
the church safe for small items and also with Valerie Brown for flowers, some of which has
been donated. A balance of £90.82 remains in the current account for the children's corner.
Parish Share of £1,500 per month is direct debited on the first day, from 2020 paid into the 453
Group bank instead of Southwell. The balance of the 2020 monthly share is being put into a
designated fund for payment half yearly, if agreed. I am in 2020 transferring £400 per month to
build up the fabric/repairs fund, which now stands at £1423.24 designated, and £638.31
restricted. Just the General Fund of £11,752.76 is "ours".
The Receipts and Payments gives totals received and spent. The Christmas wreath festival was
again supported by village groups, and the Community Cinema is now getting regular attenders,
giving donations for the refreshments, as we cannot charge for entrance. The Promise
programme went well and we saw an increase in covenants. Saturday open church has regular
visitors who contribute £2 for coffee and lovely cake, mainly supplied by Pauleen's friend who
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loves baking. All is well and again we have gone into the new year with hope and joy. My
thanks to Debbie Anderton for once again being our Independent Examiner.
Christine Smith (Assistant Treasurer)

Kingston
Kingston PCC has seen an increase of around 10% in the balance sheet and funds available to it
during 2019 following very strong gains on the investment fund (likely to have been reversed by
the market impact of COVID-19). The day to day trading activities (excluding bank interest)
saw a small loss of around £2,700 across the year. Bank interest of £2,273 offset the  majority of
this. Despite the interest paid into the deposit account, cash in the deposit account and HSBC
current account fell by £200 reflecting the need to withdraw funds from the deposit account to
pay the excess of expenditure over income.
Income (including bank interest) stood at £15,837 - almost £2,000 higher than in 2018. This was
principally due to backdated claims for Gift Aid being processed which skewed down the 2018
figures and conversely lifted 2019 figures resulting in an increase of £2,500 over 2018. Gift Aid
was slightly higher demonstrating the modest impact of the Just Giving campaign in late 2018
after netting off cessations of a number of donors across the year. The Midsummer Chamber
concert raised £524 (after costs), the proceeds from which were split between the Church and
the DEC East Africa Appeal. It is hoped to hold this year's concert on 25th July 2020.
Outgoings at £16,048 were £200 below 2018. Despite an increase in Parish Share of £650 a
reduction in the amounts for general running costs more than offset this, partly due to the
absence of the £425 for Quinquennial inspection costs that were incurred in 2018.
As ever the focus is on generating fresh income and curtailing unnecessary expenditure
wherever possible.
David Woodhouse (Assistant Treasurer)

Ratcliffe
The number of regular donors remained at ten with a small increase in planned giving but
donations through the collection plate reduced due to fewer services and smaller attendances.
Donated items sold on e-Bay amounted to £576 and other donations were boosted by £655
received from a funeral. All together the total for regular giving, all donations and gift aid
recovered of £7,278 was the largest for many years. Two funerals and one interment of ashes
produced a net income of £1,119, the Autumn Fair produced a profit of £865 despite being on
the same day as an England rugby game and it was encouraging to increase sales at the Sutton
Bonington Show. Other sources of income were minor but total income of £10,399 was the
highest since 2014. Parish Share paid of £6,600 was 93% of the amount requested by the
Diocese and equalled 63% of total income, about the average for the Deanery. Donations of
£750 were made in the year and running costs were similar to previous years apart from
exceptional costs of £662 for window repairs and £5,433 for spire repairs, which was paid from
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the fabric fund. The overall result was a deficit of £6,333 but the reserves are still sufficient to
carry out any major repair work required.
Graham Grocock (Treasurer)

Thrumpton
2019 saw All Saints Church running at a deficit of income over expenditure. Income fell in 2019
as the annual Open Gardens event was run as a village event rather than a specifically Church
event. Inevitably expenditure continued to rise and in 2019 urgent work on the churchyard trees
was undertaken. 2020 is likely to see a similar position with regard to the Open Gardens event
but it is intended to have events during the year to raise funds specifically for the Church. There
would appear to be fewer weddings planned for 2020 at the Church and therefore fee income is
uncertain.
David Greenwood (Assistant Treasurer)
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We meet every Monday morning from 10:30 to 12:30pm.
We have grown spiritually over the past year. During this
time, we have studied Revelation, Psalms, Colossians and
Romans and dipped into the minor prophets. As a Lent
course we have compared the events of Holy Week across
the four gospels - it has been interesting to study the
events as a whole and to realise how different the reports
in each Gospel are, depending on the writer. In the
summer we spent time putting together the Harvest
service, and often discuss the Kingston services. We meet at Pasture View in Kingston and
thoroughly enjoy our time together. We also welcome anyone who would like to join us.
Sonya, Graham, Angie and Diana.

This group of about a dozen continues to meet on Tuesdays from 11:45 to 1pm weekly in Peter
and Elaine's house, led most often by Peter. Since April 2019, we have studied Mark's Gospel,
followed a 10 week course called Chatting Around the Bible, explored the Psalms and are now
into a Lent Course focussed on the six things Jesus said whilst on the cross. These are joyful
occasions, always interesting, informative and often challenging. We meet as friends and grow
together in faith. We are not exclusive! There is always room for new learners and none of us is
an expert.
Peter Inskeep

We are a small group who meet every Tuesday evening at Kath & Joe's house in Gotham. Over
the course of our studies, we have looked at Mark's Gospel, Paul's first letter to the Corinthians
and to Timothy and we are now following the Bible Overview, a series of seventeen studies
which aim to understand God's great plan for eternity. This takes us through the Bible, focusing
on key passages which illuminate God's plan and how He reveals His character to us through
His various actions.
Through our studies we have seen our understanding of God's word grow and our faith
strengthen, and we look forward greatly to our weekly study!
Katharine & Joe Camm

We are still enjoying meeting on a Wednesday at Susan Davies house for our Bible Study
group. Most weeks there are only 5 of us but we feel it is a nice number, we decided to start the
2019 group by studying Matthew and although it has taken us a while to get through we have
really enjoyed it and have had a lot of light bulb moments. We have now moved on to John and
already come across Light Bulb moments that none of us can remember reading before, we must
of done but I think because we are meeting regular we are looking at it differently.
Carole Edis
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Wednesday CAMEO Group. A Bible Study Group by any other name! CAMEO stands for
Come And Meet Each Other and that's what happens. We meet, we support one another, we
pray but we also open our Bibles to see what God has to say to us. We sit round a table and
some weeks it feels like there are books everywhere! Different versions of the Bible, Study
Bibles, Life Application Bibles, commentaries are all there as we tussle through Scripture
together. Most recently we have worked our way through a selection of 31 Psalms for all
situations which helped us to realise that they are just as relevant today as they were then. We've
revisited the Gospels and begun The Bible Course. More and more we are realising that we can
read the same piece of Scripture at different times in our lives and although it will still speak to
us, it does so in different ways and because of that we open our Bibles expectantly each time.
Val Hopkins

If you want a Bible Study Group that are unafraid to challenge and explore deeply then this
Thursday group is the one! Having recently finished the longest ever study of the Gospel of
Mark this group have been on an incredible journey of faith. From a group who had almost all
never studied the Bible before they are now confident to question, to challenge, to explore and
to support each other. They have bought Study Bibles and been enthusiastic as they have spoken
about what they have learned. It has been a huge privilege to journey with them. Before we had
to curtail our meetings we had just got into a Bible Society study called The Bible Course which
takes you from Genesis to Revelation showing how it all comes together and how the whole
Bible is a book about Jesus. Unfortunately we were unable to complete this 8 week video
course. Thank you to this group for all their enthusiasm and laughter and joy they have brought
to Thursday evenings and in these times of uncertainty and anxiety may I just remind people of
the words of Psalm 119:105 "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path." In other
words keep reading your Bible.
Val Hopkins
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The Faith and Outreach Group originated as a sub committee of St Lawrence Church PCC in
January 2017. Its stated aim was to bring to the PCC proposals for action that would grow the
faith of the Church and lead to outreach into the parish with the Gospel message - nothing else!
Before the dissolution of the PCC in June 2019, many such initiatives were brought, approved
and acted on. They included the now annual distribution in Messenger of Easter and Christmas
cards to every household, containing information on services and events and a welcoming
message from Richard. We also built places for quiet contemplation in church at Easter, and, of
course, organised the highly successful Away Day at Launde Abbey. However, with the
creation of the new 453 parish, we have become a working party of that PCC and answer to it.
This is simplified by the fact that Sonya Hawkins is a member of both groups. Now we are
thinking, praying and planning for all five churches and villages - a big challenge. We have
welcomed John Greensmith to our group as representing Ratcliffe, and Angie Howard has
agreed to represent Kingston, but so far have no one from Barton or Thrumpton. Volunteers
please! We meet about bi-monthly, unless there is detailed planning needed for an imminent
event, usually in my house on a Thursday evening, but all that can be changed. The new parish
half day events in Thrumpton Village Hall in October 2019 and January 2020, designed to bring
all five churches together in fellowship and explore ways forward for our new parish, were our
initiative. We hope to make them quarterly events, focusing on our shared faith and longing to
reach out to the people of our villages with the glorious message of God's love and saving grace.
With Him, all things are possible.
Peter Inskeep

Over the past year, Fiona Coleman and Anna Marsden have continued
working together, meeting regularly each week to pray and plan a
weekly Bible themed 'presentation' for Little Cherubs, suitable for the
age of the children and aiming to make the Bible stories come to life.
They have done this in a variety of visual and exciting ways through
water, sand, lycra games, treasure hunts, songs, puppets, soft toys,
laminated pictures, and by using props, Easter eggs and more. The song
time is a mixture of children's songs, action rhymes, rhythm songs
using wooden claves, shakers, lycra and parachute games. They have
continued to include a few age appropriate hymns, Bible songs or
verses, again linking to the theme of the week. The Bible and song time
is still proving to be very popular and generally all families stay right to the end of each session
to join in with this. A lot of the Christian songs have been learnt and remembered by the
children and parents who happily sing along. We used some of the Little Cherubs money to buy
some more wooden claves and shakers so that we now have enough for all the children to take
part. We have also bought a 'middle-sized' parachute for use in the hall, new painting aprons,
washing up bowls for use during the 'Summer Party', weekly children's activities, and craft.
Fiona and Anna have continued posting on the group Facebook page (Gotham. Little Cherubs
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Toddler Group) to give families weekly information. Anna is the manager
of this group and Fiona is the administrator. This is an open group, and
anyone can join. No personal information about children or parents is
posted on it. New development over the last year! Fiona and Anna held a
new under 5's group event, at the end of June, to encourage the
development of the Church's (under 5's) growth within the community. It
involved the invitation of any village under 5's group to a big Summer
Party. The party involved lots of activities and games set around the theme

of the story "The House on the Rock", with the actual story being delivered by Anna at the end
along with group singing and party food. Each group was gifted a beach ball as they left. It was
well attended, with around 60 children and 20 adults and received lots of positive feedback from
the various group leaders, who asked if it could happen again this
year. Christmas time, was definitely another highlight for Little
Cherubs. The Little Cherubs helped make and decorate a
Christmas Wreath to be part of the Church Christmas Wreath
Festival Event and the third Christmas party was held with all the
Gotham under 5's groups attending once again. People from
within Little Cherubs and in other groups started to refer to what
has been evolving as an annual event as the "Village Christmas
party for toddlers"! The church was set up with various activities
and games and finished off with an impromptu Nativity play and
singing followed by the usual party food. Each child was given a
Scripture Union book to take home called "The Real Nativity Story". Weekly attendance has
increased since starting back in September, with a regular 15-18 children and a total of 25+ if
they all came every week! A drop off has occurred with the various seasonal illnesses since

January and at the time of going to print Little Cherubs has now sadly
been suspended till further notice due to the COVID-19 outbreak. A
sponsorship of The Real Easter Eggs was made and 58 eggs have been
collected. Sadly we are unable to give out the eggs at our Easter Little
Cherubs, but fortunately the eggs have a best before date of December
2020! The hope is to do an Easter special with them when we are able to
resume meeting as the good news of Easter is for every day! A big thank
you to Anna for her continued support and creative ideas for craft, games
and activities, Fiona for her wacky storytelling and singing, Elaine for
heading up the refreshments rota supported by Judith and kindly showing
up with the milk, Richard for getting the toys and equipment out and put
away, and all those who have stepped in to help serve at the party's.

Little Cherubs is team work and a very valued part of ministry and outreach to the wider
community. The remaining sponsored eggs will be given out when the Family Fun service
resumes and also taken at an appropriate time to Framework. Thank you to everyone who
supported us in this new venture by purchasing an egg. Please keep Little Cherubs in your
prayers and if you would like to help in anyway please speak to Anna, Fiona or Elaine.
Anna Marsden & Fiona Coleman

       -  15  -

Children's ministry - Little Cherubs



Train up a child in the way he should go: even when he is old he will
not depart from it.  Proverbs 22:6

One of the aims of Open The Book is to present the Bible in an
accessible and enjoyable way so that we can contribute to the Biblical
literacy of each new generation. Quite a tough ask, but one we feel that
we fulfil because of the creativity and imagination of those who lead
these assemblies. If that sounds like we are blowing our own trumpets

then be assured it is the opinion of the children and staff at Gotham Primary School too. This
year The Bible Society published a new handbook called Christian Values - A Biblical
Approach which we have been using. The stories are written by Bob Hartman who is the author
of The Lion Storyteller Bible which we have used since we began. Because of this we are
confident of the quality of what is written. Every other visit we take a Christian value and act
out an Old Testament story associated with that value and then the next visit will be a New
Testament story about that value. So far we have looked at Compassion, Creation, Endurance,
Forgiveness, Friendship and Hope. The staff and children have reacted well to this new
approach and we are delighted that members of staff who stay in our assemblies now ask the
children questions at the end. My thanks to all the team involved in this ministry as well as
Richard for his continued support and prayers and not forgetting the staff at Gotham Primary
School and Miss Allen during the Coronavirus outbreak. We pray everyone stays safe and keeps
well.
Val Hopkins (Team Leader)

The Open the Book team with Mrs Lymn-Brewin
with the plant they presented to her on her retirement.
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At the time of the last AGM our Family Fun Service had just begun,
and although we were hopeful about it's success, it was too soon to
tell, and that's why it wasn't included in last year's booklet. The idea
grew from a call from Bishop Paul at the Diocesan Conference 2018
for 27 parishes to make a step change in their children's ministry.
Having lost all our Sunday Club children to either sport or just
because they had grown older, we knew we needed to do something,
so we signed up for this initiative. There were a series of meetings to attend at Southwell and we
had to go as a team of five with the Incumbent and a Churchwarden being part of that five.
Myself, Anna and Sonya made up the team. Driving to Southwell at rush hour takes a long time,
and during those drives ideas formed and Family Fun was born. We set ourselves certain
criteria; it had to be fun for all ages, interactive, there had to be some teaching and prayer, it had
to be lay led but clergy supported, the church had to look different, there needed to be

something for little ones to do as they came in and the music had to be
different - very different at times and, of course, there needed to be
refreshments at the end so folks could linger and chat. All that and it had to be
done in half an hour at 4pm on a Sunday
afternoon once a month. After much prayer
and planning we launched it on Mothering
Sunday 2019 and we went big with a balloon
drop at the end. Jeremiah 29:12 says, "Then
you will call on me and come and pray to me
and I will listen." Well God did indeed listen
and He did bless us that Sunday and every time since. We have been really
heartened by the families who have come regularly and by the ongoing

support of our Church family in our villages. From baby to granny, all have come along and
appreciated and enjoyed this very different style of Church service. We have covered a whole
spectrum of subjects including Love, Weather, Surprises, What's in the Box, Creation, Father's
Day and Mothering Sunday. We went travelling through the wilderness with Moses and the
Israelites with pop up tents, and we tackled the subject of toilets and raised money to twin the
toilet at Gotham with one in Sierra Leone! We feel truly blessed to be part of this ministry to
families and blessed also that our team of helpers has increased with Alannah, Georgina and Ian
joining us and I would like to thank them as well as Anna, Anne and Sonya for the hard work
they put in and the time they give too. I'd also like to give a big thank you to Richard who took a
whole leap of faith in allowing us to start this and his support has been unwavering. He's there
each time we meet to either plan, pray or do the service and he is our tech guy for all the
services and sometimes even our DJ! Thank you Richard. I'd like to finish by quoting some of
the comments we recently received when we put out a feedback sheet:

"I really enjoy the way there are different subjects each time."
"It has a relaxed, child centred atmosphere and the 'God stuff' is pitched just right."
"I like the friendliness of everyone and the fact that it is interactive."
"I think you do a fantastic job. Everyone appreciates all the hard work that goes into it."

Val Hopkins
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Jo provides 10 hours a week, term time only at East Leake Academy.

• Rock Solid: Jo runs 3 lunchtime clubs at East Leake Academy. The Monday group is a
fluctuating group of Y10 (14-15 year old) boys. The Tuesday group is a fixed cohort of seven
Y8-9 (12-14 year old) boys. The Wednesday group has now become a steady group of Y8-10
(12-15 year old) girls. Since January Jo has run Youth Alpha in all these groups.

• Classroom lesson support: 8 lessons a week at East Leake Academy, wrapped around the Rock
Solid sessions. Jo is working with pupils from Y9 and Y10 who struggle to access the
curriculum. She has worked with most of these pupils for at least 2 years and is increasingly
providing pastoral support to them. 
Jo Leatherland (Schools Worker at East Leake Academy)

This is my second year on the course, which takes place every Thursday in term time throughout
the year. I enjoyed the first year so much I decided I had to do Year 2. There are 32 in Year 1
and 11 of us in Year 2. We are a very diverse group of people ranging from 20 year old interns
to mature adults studying for the ministry. We have Anglicans, Baptists, Free Church, and
Evangelicals in our groups. Over the year we will have looked at the Doctrine of the Trinity, and
the Doctrine of Salvation, and studied John's gospel, Numbers, Jeremiah, Joshua, Daniel and
Romans. Our afternoons are taken up with learning how to give talks, and looking at Church
discipline, pastoral care, Christians in Society and how to talk to people of other faiths. We have
become a close family, sharing events and supporting each other. Being on this course has
helped me to lead the Monday Bible Study group and widened my Bible knowledge. If there
was a third year I would definitely do it.
Sonya Hawkins

-  18  -       

Youth Work in East Leake Academy

MMTC (Midlands Ministry Training Course)



This past year has seen changes in both Richmond and the Diocese of
Natal. Rev Greg Wynn was moved to Pietermaritzburg and the parish
was in an interregnum for a while before the Bishop appointed Rev
Lindo Khanile as Rector. This is Lindo's first parish and although he is
keen to become an integral part of our link his first priority has been to
get to know his parishioners and one of the first things he did was to
visit every one in their homes. Melanie who is our link person in
Richmond has been doing a sterling job in keeping the lines of
communication open and each week we exchange prayer requests

which bring us closer. Messages have been exchanged at Christmas and Easter and when Lindo
took his first service at Richmond I wrote and welcomed him to our Church family and this was
read out at that service. Richard sent a message from us when he was licensed and that too was
read out during the service. On a wider front Bishop Dino stood down as the Diocesan Bishop
and we are given to believe a new bishop will be elected in May or June. The Diocese of Natal
is in severe financial need to the extent that priests have been offered redundancies which is
unprecedented. At the time of writing this Coronavirus straddles the world and people in
Richmond, iNdaleni, Byrne and Mid Illovo are in the grip of fear. The retirement home in
Richmond, Evelyn House, which Frankie is managing, is in lockdown and like us, services are
cancelled but Lindo did say Morning Prayer yesterday and there were people who came to
church. Please pray for our brothers and sisters in our partner parish and particularly those
working in the health sector in the rural areas who do not have the advantage of hot running
water, hand sanitizer or masks. We pray that our loving Lord will keep them safe.
Val Hopkins (Parish Link Officer)
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Rev Lindo looking
somewhat bemused

Melanie reading our message of welcome
at Lindo's first service



Gotham Events Group was a sub-group of St Lawrence PCC and migrated as a sub-group to the
A453 Benefice PCC. As such, this will enable all 5 churches to coordinate their events, thus
avoiding "clashes" with activities, as has happened in the past. Discussion and decision making
can then take place at the PCC meetings when necessary. The group will ensure that the Local
Management Group has a copy of minutes in time for their meetings and will inform them of
any decisions taken at PCC. The "group of 6" meets to discuss regular occurring events and
services including "stand alone" events. As well as all the usual services during the year, there is
now a Family Fun Service which started in March 2019. This happens once a month on a
Sunday afternoon at 4pm for approx. half an hour. At Easter we asked for donations of Easter
Eggs and this time they were sent to the homeless via Framework and were well received.
May
Parish Giving Evening - This was a very successful evening, all who came enjoyed a Hog roast
and some entertainment.
June
The Nottingham Ukulele Orchestra visited and played a wide variety of songs and tunes. There
was a good attendance with coffee, tea and cake served during the interval. All who came
enjoyed the evening.
September
There had been requests for Zulu Tradition to visit us again. However, due to very poor ticket
sales the show was cancelled. Harvest Festival was well attended and was followed by a soup
and pudding lunch for approx. 40 people. All the produce and dried goods were taken to the
London Road Project for the Homeless who were very grateful for the donations. An answer to
their prayers they said, to support 2 individuals with food, who were moving into permanent
accommodation that day!
October
The monthly film shows recommenced on 26th October and will continue until March 2020 and
these are becoming popular. We have been grateful to those who have served refreshments prior
to the show. We will start the film shows again in October so keep your eyes peeled for the
advert about the first show.
November
At the end of November, we decorated the church with wreaths. Over 35 village organisations
or businesses made and decorated some wonderful creative wreaths. This coincided,
deliberately, with the Village Christmas Market in the Square - with some stalls in church too. A
lot of hard and loving work went into the wreaths and it showed in every single one. The
wreaths remained in church until early January, so all who came to our Christmas services were
able to enjoy them too. Thank you to all who took part so willingly. So, for Christmas 2020
............. Wait and see - we have an idea!!
December
Charlotte held her usual wreath making session and the wreaths adorned many doors in the
village and beyond. We are grateful for her time and expertise.
February
West Bridgford Singers came on February 14th and serenaded us on a theme of Love! As
always when they visit us, we had a really good time, joining in with many of the songs.
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Grateful thanks to all who have given generously of their time and effort, which has led to the
success of the events that took place in our beautiful church. We would love you to join us on
the group - many hands make light work! Please speak to me if you would like to be a member.
I hope that we can count on your continued support by attending the events in 2020, which
brings us all closer in friendship, fellowship and love.
Anne Farnsworth

Over the past 12 or so months the band has managed to ring for all but one of the mid-morning
Sunday services at All Saints. In addition, some members of the band have assisted ringing at St
Lawrence's for the 'Gathering' service held there once per month. It is pleasing to note that,
since October, Gotham has had a dedicated tower captain, Helen Tesauro, and that fortnightly
practices are now being held at St Lawrence's. The weekly practice at All Saints continues to
benefit from regular visitors from neighbouring villages. Their loyalty is much appreciated by
the Thrumpton ringers. In addition, everyone is encouraged by the return to ringing of two
young people from Gotham who learned to ring at Thrumpton some seven years ago! As in past
years, the Thrumpton band led the traditional ringing at Barton in Fabis for St George's Day on
23rd April. Also at Barton in Fabis, with help from two ringers from Nottingham, a quarter peal
was scored in June as a Birthday compliment to May Mayfield and to Joy Mayfield who
celebrated her 60th. In August a quarter peal was rung at All Saints with the bells half-muffled
in memory of Ron Priestley, a gentleman who lived his whole life in Thrumpton and who, in
earlier years, had himself been a ringer here. It was fitting that all those taking part were people
who ring regularly at Thrumpton. The 2019 social 'day out' was in Warwickshire and included a
ring on the 6 bells at St Mary's Lapworth followed by a walk by the Grand Union Canal to visit
the stately home at Baddesley Clinton. The Thrumpton bells and fittings are in generally good
condition with regular checks. The ringers themselves continue to carry out routine
maintenance.
Finally:

• thank you to all the ringers at Thrumpton for their continued loyal support
  week-by-week!
• special thanks are again due to Mary for doing the secretarial and treasurer's work -
  including reminding us of events we should be aware of, cleaning the ringing room,
  leading our weekly 'meetings', looking after the display boards and many other, largely
  unseen tasks.
• thank you also to our regular visitors, notably David Kerr from Sutton Bonington,
  Derek Bradshaw from East Leake, and from Ruddington, Ralph Hawthorn.
• and, to reiterate, our first  objective remains to ring the bells at All Saints, as well as we
  can, for services and other significant occasions - and to enjoy doing so!

Peter Hawcock
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Why do we have
an Annual Church Meeting?

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) is held each year in the Spring
to enable all Church members to participate in:

•  Electing our Churchwardens, Parochial Church Council (PCC)
•  representatives and Deanery Synod representatives.

•  Receiving a report of the financial affairs of the Parish and the
•  Examined Accounts for the previous year.

•  Receiving statutory reports in respect of the proceedings of the PCC
•  and the Deanery Synod.

•  Supporting those who are responsible for the different areas of the
•  Church's life by hearing about the events of the previous year and
•  plans for the year ahead.

•  Giving thanks for the Lord's blessing for the previous year and to
•  renew our vision for, and commitment to the year ahead.

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of The A453 Churches of South Nottinghamshire
(The 453 Churches) is a registered charity, number 1189059

www.453churches.com facebook.com/453Churches


