
A thin coating of Aloe sap on the surface of fruits and vegetables decreases bacterial count and helps 
keep produce fresher for longer. This may offer a safe alternative to potentially dangerous commercial 
chemicals used in the fresh produce industry.

Factsheet #3

Scientific Name:

Aloe arborescens

One of approximately 130 Aloe species native to southern Africa. An easy to grow, 
indigenous healing plant with fleshy blue green, toothed leaves. Large colourful 
flower spikes are borne during winter months (May-July), brightening drab winter 
gardens. Colour forms: deep orange/red (most common), pure yellow, and 
bi-coloured (unusual). A highly adaptable plant; found in dense bush but favours 
rocky outcrops, exposed ridges and cliffs, hence the common name: “krantz” aloe.

Fun Fact

Propagated by seeds or cuttings. Sow seeds in spring (germination time: 3-4 weeks). Most easily 
propagated from a cut branch or stem. Allow cutting to dry out for a few days in the shade until 
the wound has sealed. Plant in well-drained soil or sand. Water well, only until rooting takes place. 

How to Propagate 

Cuttings can be propagated directly in their permanent place in the garden. Plants flourish in well-
drained soil with compost and bone meal. Soil of potted plants should be allowed to dry out between 
watering. Suitable for coastal areas. Outstanding for harsh conditions. Fast growing: ensure to plant 
1.5-2 m away from a fence / wall to allow the multi-headed shrub (width: 2-3 m) enough space to expand.

Maintenance Tips

Tolerant of periods of drought. Water well in summer to produce an abundance of flowers. 
Water sparingly / withhold water during winter.Water Regime

For references or more information email:  info@kloofconservancy.org.za 

Sandy, loam. pH: Acid, neutral. Soil Type
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Conservation Status

Least Concern (LC).  Widespread and not declining.

Plant Type / Size Succulent shrub / Medium

Good outdoor and indoor provided light 
conditions are met 

Drought, Coastal, Wind

Drought Tolerance

Low HighModerate

Pot Plant Potential

Poor Good ExcellentModerate

Gardening Skill Needed

Low High ExpertModerate

Flowering Season WinterAutumnSummerSpring

Full sun - White scale can be a problem if planted in the wrong position, 
e.g. too much shade.Ideal Position

Spr AutSum Wint

Common Names:
Krantz aloe (Eng); kransaalwyn (Afr); ikalene (isiXhosa); inkalane, 
Zumhlabana (isiZulu)

Flowers attract bees and many kinds of birds, especially sunbirds.Animal Interaction
/ Ecology

Uses

Ornamental: A wonderful plant for outdoor pots, rockeries, retaining walls and gravel gardens. 
An ideal plant for a water-wise garden.  
Structural: An excellent and impenetrable hedge/screening plant, in a full-sun area.

Medicinal: Leaf extracts have wound healing, anti-bacterial, anti-ulcer, anti-inflammatory, 
anti-carcinogenic and even laxative properties, plus more. It has even been shown to help 
stabilize blood sugar levels in diabetes patients.

Krantzkloof in Your Garden
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