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Subject: Grade 12 Biology 
Term: 1  
Week: 8   Lesson Number: 23B 
Unit: 12.2 Population 
Topic: 12.2.3 Human population growth in Papua New Guinea  
Sub-topic: Population growth (Save Buk 12 Biology. Pg.159-160)  

 
Introduction: 

This lesson is made up of lesson notes and practice exercise. 

Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Start with copying the header in your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is 
neat and legible. 
Step 2: Go through the lesson notes and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Do Practice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise well and correct your mistakes, if 
any.  (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson notes: 
Read through your lesson notes and write your notes by copying all the information, make 
summary notes or cut and paste in your exercise book.  

READ AND MAKE NOTES 

Population growth rates are conventionally determined on the basis of the difference between birth 
rates and death rates.  However, almost all births and deaths in PNG are not registered, so 
estimates of population growth rates must be calculated from census totals.  If census flawed for 
any reason, estimates of growth will also be inaccurate. 
 
The total population of PNG has been increasing at 2.1% and 3.2% per year since 1966, with an 
average rate of growth over this period of 2.5% per year.  At this rate of increase, the total 
population will double around every 30 years.  Every year approximately 105 000 people are 
added to the population. 
 
These people must be fed, clothed, housed, educated and provided with access to health care.  If 
the 2000 population continues to increase at 2.5% per year, it will reach 10.7 million by 2030. 
 
Practice Exercise 23B: 
Write the questions first and then your answers in complete sentences with correct spelling of 
terms and appropriate calculations where required. 

READ AND ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What do you think is the current status of the death rates and birth rates in PNG?  Explain your 
answer. 

You can start your answer like this:  

I think the birth rates are Greater/ less than death rates.  This so because………………………… 

2. What pressures are imposed on the government with the current population growth rate in 
PNG? 

You can start your answer like this: 
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With the population growth rate of 2.5% to 3% the PNG government is pressured to ……………… 
(List 5 pressures the government is faced with). 

You should be able to develop understanding of PNG population growth rate and its impact 
on the government. 


