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T
he announc ement 
by the Coalition of 
N o r t h e r n  Y o u t h 
Groups (CNYG) that 
it has withdrawn the 

notice given to the Igbo living in 
the northern part of the country 
to vacate the region before Oc-
tober 1 or face physical attacks 
seems to be eliciting hope that 
peace may soon return to the 
troubled country.

The group had made the an-
nouncement on Thursday at a 
World Press Conference held at 
Transcorp Hilton Hotel in Abuja, 
the nation’s capital, and attended 
by Kashim Shettima, Borno 
State governor and chairman, 
Northern Governors’ Forum, 
Kabiru Gaya, former Kano State 
governor, Sani Daura, a former 
minister, and Shetima Yerima of 
Arewa Youths Council.

A b d u l -A z e e z  S u l e i m a n , 
spokesman for the coalition, 
said the withdrawal of the quit 
order was as a result of series of 
consultations and pressure from 
different groups, including the 
Northern governors, traditional 
rulers, the director-general of 
the DSS, and some officials of the 
presidency.

But no matter who influenced 
the decision, many Nigerians 
think the most important part is 
that the youths have withdrawn 
the quit order, signalling that 
they are ready to swallow their 
pride and make sacrifices for the 
continued unity of the country.

Chuks Ibegbu, deputy nation-
al publicity secretary, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, in a reaction to the 
announcement lauded Arewa 
Youths for withdrawing the quit 
notice, saying it was a welcome 
development.

“The withdrawal of the quit 
notice is a welcome develop-
ment. I am happy that the Arewa 
youths have to realise that it was 
wrong in the first instance for 
any person or group of persons 
to issue a quit notice to any group 
to leave Nigerian territory. The 
Arewa Youths got it wrong ab 
initio as they have no consti-
tutional right to sack Ndigbo 
from their area,” a national daily 
quoted Ibegbu to have said in a 
telephone chat.

“I am also happy that the 
present administration has said 
it without any equivocation that 
every Nigerian is free to live in 
any part of the country. We have 
to remind ourselves that injus-
tice, marginalisation, among 
others, led to hate speeches and 
restiveness in the land. The pres-
ent administration should try as 
much as possible to address the 
perceived political imbalance to 
stem further agitation across the 
country,” he said.

Recall that on June 6, a coali-
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Peace at last?

tion of Northern youth groups 
had issued a quit notice to all 
Igbo living in the region, giving 
them until October 1, 2017 to 
vacate the North.

The groups included Arewa 
Citizens Action for Change, 
Arewa Youth Consultative Fo-
rum, Arewa Youth Development 
Foundation, Arewa Students 
Forum, and Northern Emancipa-
tion Network.

In the statement which came 
to be known as the ‘Kaduna 
Declaration’, the youth groups 
had also asked Northerners in 
the South-East to leave the area, 
warning that as from October 1 
they would commence “peaceful 
and safe mop-up of all the rem-
nants of the stubborn Igbos that 
neglect to heed this quit notice” 
to “finally eject them from every 
part of the North”.

They cited as reason for their 
decision the pro-Biafran ac-
tivities of some Igbo, centred 
around the Indigenous Peoples 
of Biafra (IPOB), especially the 
May 30 sit-at-home protest 
observed in all the states of the 
South-East, saying these actions 
and similar confrontational 
conducts “amount to a brutal 
encroachment on the rights of 

those termed as non-indigenous 
people residing and doing lawful 
businesses in those areas ille-
gally demarcated and defined as 
Biafra by the Igbo”.

“All northern civil societies 
and pressure groups are, by this 
declaration, mandated to mobi-
lize for sustained, coordinated 
campaigns at their respective 
state Government Houses, state 
Houses of Assembly, local gov-
ernment council secretariats and 
traditional palaces,” said Sulei-
man, spokesman of the coalition, 
who read the press conference 
text on behalf of the group.

“Our first major move shall 
be to reclaim, assume and assert 
sole ownership and control of 
these landed resources currently 
owned, rented or in any way 
enjoyed by the Igbos in any part 
of northern Nigeria,” he said.

The quit notice quickly gen-
erated reactions, earning con-
demnation from many quarters 
and commendation from a few 
others. While the Northern 
Governors’ Forum disowned 
the youth groups, the Northern 
Elders’ Forum expressed support 
for the quit order and railed the 
NGF for disowning the groups.

Ohanaeze Ndigbo, an um-

brella socio-political organisa-
tion of the Igbo, called for an 
immediate arrest of Shettima 
for issuing an assault order 
against the Igbo.

Following the government’s 
apparent silence, the Nigerian 
polity became heated overnight. 
Taking a cue from the North, 
youths in other parts of the 
country began to issue threats.

On June 7, a group of pur-
ported South-West youths code-
named the Youths of Oduduwa 
Republic came up with ‘The 
Lagos Declaration’ in which they 
made it abundantly clear that 
they “shall no longer tolerate 
the madness of the Igbo region 
intimidating, harassing and 
defrauding the Yoruba nation 
with their empty calls for Biafra”.

“As from today, the 7th day 
of June 2017, any mention of 
Biafra again on our soil will au-
tomatically, without recourse 
to any other warning, earn the 
Igbos an eviction notice from 
all of the six states that form 
Oduduwa Republic namely, for 
the avoidance of doubts, Lagos, 
Oyo, Osun, Ogun, Ondo and 
Ekiti. We shall within three 
months of such act of agita-
tion for Biafra do everything 
possible to chase the Igbos out 
of our land so we all can leave 
in peace and regain our dignity 
as human race,” the group said.

Similarly, the Middle Belt 
Youth Council issued a state-
ment asking that the Arewa 
youths that issued the quit notice 
to Igbo and their sponsors be ar-
rested and charged for treason. 
It distanced the Middle Belt from 
the quit notice and said that if 
indeed Igbo were evicted from 
Arewa, the Middle Belt would 
welcome them.

On its part, the apex Yoruba 
socio-cultural organisation, Af-
enifere, called on all Southerners 
resident in the North to start re-
turning home, while IPOB asked 
the Igbo and other Southerners 
resident in the North to start 
packing to leave the region, say-
ing the stance of the Northern 
groups’ coalition had vindicated 
its position. The Yoruba Unity 
Forum called the quit notice 
outrageous, provocative and 
treasonable.

Some South-South leaders 
also joined the fray, saying the 
Northern groups’ position in-
dicated that a time-bomb was 
ticking that may lead to the 
disintegration of Nigeria.

Some political observers, 
however, said the Southerners 
in the North should ignore the 
“empty threats” of the Arewa 
youths.

But while the crisis raged, the 
Northern youths followed up 
their quit order with an open 
letter to Yemi Osinbajo, then 
acting president, urging him to 

CHUKS OLUIGBO initiate a peaceful process that 
would allow the Igbo who were 
agitating for Biafra to have their 
way as guaranteed by a number 
of international conventions to 
which Nigeria is signatory.

Looking back at history, they 
listed all the things they con-
sidered as the sins of the Igbo 
since 1960, alleging that the 
Igbo demonstrated hatred for 
Nigeria’s unity barely five years 
after Independence by way of 
the January 15, 1966 military 
coup which ushered in what is 
now known as the dark days 
of military rule in the country. 
They said they had reservations 
as to the efficacy of the govern-
ment’s approach in ensuring 
lasting solutions to the ongoing 
tension, adding that “the seed 
of hate planted in the name of 
Biafra is evidently so deep that 
the ongoing interaction be-
tween you and the leaders from 
the South-East cannot in our 
well-informed opinion douse or 
address the deep-seated under-
lying problems”.

The letter brought about its 
own bit of tension as many Ni-
gerians of Igbo extraction took 
to the social and traditional 
media to debunk all the allega-
tions made against the Igbo by 
the Arewa youths. Some said 
the Arewa youths, in their at-
tempt to paint the Igbo black, 
had merely embarked on ugly 
historical revisionism.

Hate speeches were freely 
traded on social media across 
the ethnic nationalities. It took 
the intervention of Osinbajo 
to mitigate the tension-soaked 
atmosphere.

Osinbajo, who had earlier 
held a meeting with foremost 
leaders of Northern extraction, 
South-East leaders, Emir Mu-
hammad Sanusi II of Kano, and 
other traditional rulers from the 
South-East and the North, fol-
lowed up with a meeting with 
governors of the 36 states of the 
federation, where he empha-
sised the unity and indissolubil-
ity of Nigeria as enshrined in the 
1999 Constitution and told the 
governors that they were very 
critical in the whole process 
of reconciling the differences 
and dousing the tensions in the 
country.

Now that the Northern 
youths have withdrawn their 
quit notice, many Nigerians 
expect other groups that issued 
such threats to also withdraw 
theirs. They also expect that a 
process of true reconciliation 
would begin. Many say the 
solution lies in the government 
heeding the deafening calls for 
restructuring and initiating a 
process towards actualising that, 
otherwise the anticipated peace 
would only become peace of the 
graveyard.



Chris Oranu Chidume, group managing director, Krisoral Group of Companies, receiving a plaque on 
behalf of Krisoral Group of Companies, from Thaddeus Chris Udofia, a rear admiral and Commandant, 
Nigeria National Naval War College, Obima, Rivers State, during the visit of the 1st graduants of the 
College to the ROPP Cap Plant of Krisoral Group, Onitsha, Anambra State.

L-R: Tunji Funsho, chairman, National Polio Plus Committee Nigereia; Isiaku Lamishi, Chief of Daki-
biyu, and Michael Mcgovern, chairman, International Polio Plus Committee, Rotary International 
USA, during the commissioning of clean drinking water donated by Rotary Foundation to Daki-Biyu 
in Abuja. Pic by Tunde Adeniyi.

3Sunday 27 August 2017 SUNDAYBD 

PhotoGallery
C002D5556

Students of Cc HUB’s Summer of Code Programme during a Facility Visit to the MTN Headquarters 
In Lagos recently.

L-R: Sam Ounigbo, Member House of Reps: Munzali Jibril, President Nigerian Institute of Manage-
ment chartered and Ogoh Ibeneme chairman NIM South East Chapter during the 35 anniversary of 
the Institute and Distinguished Manager Award by NIM South East Zone in Abia. 

L-R: Chris Akaeze, president, AAU alumni America; Frank Egboh, chairman, Lagos Chapter; Cleopatra 
Omorodion, BoT member, AAU America and Fredrica Sule, Assistant Organising Secretary, AAU America 
at the inauguration of AAU alumni North America chapter in Lag Vegas recently.

Amoge Ngwu, mother of  one of the newly admitted students of American University of Nigeria (AUN) 
(5th) from left, marking her birthday in Yola, Adamawa State, Monday. She was flanked by friends, and 
Nollywood veteran, Olu Jacobs and wife Joke Silva. 

L-R: Hon Sina Aroyeun,2016 JCI World President,Paschal Dike,Bukola Olopade (Former Ogun State 
Commissioner of Youth and Sports) Rotarian Dayo Niyi-Idowu  Newly Installed 2017-2018 Pacesetter 
President Rotary Club of Abeokuta Metropolitan,Rotarian Adeotan Abioye 2016-2017 Rotary President 
of Abeokuta Metropolitan, Mr Babajide Olatunde-Agbeja Chairman of the Event,Hon.Yomi Whyte As-
sistant Governor,District 911 and Alhaji Suleiman Omidina,MD/CEO,SLAAB at the The Installation of 
the 16th President of Rotary Club of Abeokuta Metro.

L - R :  C h a i r m a n  o f  A r e w a  Yo u t h  C o n s u l t a t i v e  F o r u m ,  S h e t t i m a 
Yerima;  a member of the Coalit ion of Northern Groups (CNG), Nasfura Asher; 
Spokesman of the Coali t ion, Abdulazeez Suleiman; and Gov. Kashim Shett ima 
of Borno, during a World press conference on the suspension of the Kaduna 
declaration by CNG popularly called “Quit Notice Order”, in Abuja
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T
he avalanche of negative reac-
tions trailing President Mu-
hammadu Buhari’s assertion 
last Monday that “Nigeria’s 
unity is settled and not negotia-

ble” indicates that, indeed, the country’s 
unity is far from settled.

Rather than calm frayed nerves, the 
assertion has raised the tempo of the 
calls for restructuring that have domi-
nated national discourse in recent times, 
with some saying that renegotiation and 
restructuring were the only guarantees 
for Nigeria’s continued unity.

President Buhari had, in a national 
broadcast on August 21, two days after 
his return to the country after a 103-day 
extended medical vacation in London, 
told Nigerians that after he joined parti-
san politics in 2003, Chukwuemeka Odu-
megwu Ojukwu, the late Biafran leader, 
had paid him a visit in his hometown in 
Daura where both of them had discussed 
and analyzed Nigeria’s problems in great 
detail and came to the conclusion that 
the country must remain one and united.

No, Nigeria’s unity is negotiable
But Chido Onumah, coordinator, Af-

rican Centre for Media and Information 
Literacy (AFCICMIL), said on Friday that 
President Buhari’s comment that Nige-
ria’s unity was settled and non-negotiable 
was quite unfortunate, positing that the 
president might still be running the coun-
try with a 1956 mindset.

“We have passed that stage in our 
political evolution. I personally believe in 
the unity of Nigeria. It is only Nigerians 
who can decide whether Nigeria is ne-
gotiable or not. The president is just one 
out of 180 million Nigerians, even though 
he is the Commander-in-Chief,” Onumah 
said in a telephone chat with BDSUNDAY.

“No Nigerian can stand up and say the 
unity of Nigeria is not negotiable. Nigeria 
is negotiable. Nigeria was negotiated at 
the beginning of its existence and con-
tinued to be negotiated over the years,” 
he said.

Onumah said the bigger issue to worry 
about was why there are so many agita-
tions in the land.

“Why are some people still concerned 
about the unity of Nigeria? Why is there 
so much disability? That, for me, is a bigger 
worry or concern that we should focus 
on,” he said. 

He also chided the president for citing 
his conversation with the late Ojukwu in 
2003, where the president said that both 

drift into danger like what happened in 
Somalia where ethnic war broke out due 
to slow response to similar situation. 

“Should we wait until different ethnic 
nationalities that make up Nigeria start 
killing one another? It is important, there-
fore, that we resolve as a people what we 
can do and how quickly we can engage 
each other to ensure that there is some 
sort of acceptable and amicable solutions 
to the issues confronting us,” he said.

Earlier on Wednesday, the Southern 
Leaders Forum (SLF) had said President 
Buhari’s claim that Nigeria’s unity is 
settled and non-negotiable is untenable, 
adding that the meeting between the 
president and Ojukwu could not have 
been a Sovereign National Conference 
whose decisions cannot be reviewed.

“The claim that Nigeria’s unity is 
settled and not negotiable is not tenable. 
Every country is in a daily dialogue and 
there is nothing finally settled in its life. 
Stable nations are still fine-tuning details 
of the architecture of their existence, how 
much more Nigeria that has yet to attain 
nationhood? If we are settled as a nation, 
we will not be dealing with the many 
crises of nation-building that are afflicting 
us today, which have made it extremely 
difficult to squarely face issues of growth 
and development,” the forum said.

“The British negotiated to put the 
various ethnic groups together. All the 
constitutional conferences held in the 
years before independence were negotia-
tions. When the North walked out of the 
parliament in 1953 after Chief Anthony 
Enahoro moved the motion for indepen-
dence, it took negotiations to bring them 
back into the union after an eight-point 
agenda, which was mainly about confed-
eration,” it said.

At a press conference with the theme 
‘Only Restructuring will Ensure the 
Unity, Peace and Development of Nige-
ria’, the SLF, whose membership includes 
Reuben Fasoranti, Ayo Adebanjo (South-
West), Edwin Clark, Albert Horsefall 
(South-South), John Nwodo, Joe Irukwu 
(South-East), amongst others, said the 
composition of the National Assembly 
was clearly jigged and the National Coun-
cil of State was not open to Nigerians. As 
such, it is the president’s responsibility 
to initiate the process of any discourse 
on constitutional changes within the 
democratic framework.

Trailing the Southern Leaders Forum, 
the Ijaw Youth Council (IYC), a Niger 
Delta group, also disagreed with Presi-
dent Buhari, saying Nigeria’s corporate 
existence as one nation of multicultural 
groups remains unsettled and negotiable.

Eric Omare, leader of IYC, likened the 
president’s position on the national ques-
tion to military approach and one that 
came short of addressing sub-structural 
issues that spark agitations.

“The solution in the opinion of the IYC 
is for President Muhammadu Buhari to 
take practical steps towards addressing 
the causes of persistent agitations in the 
country rather than shutting the door of 
engagement that would lead to the resolu-
tion of the agitations,” Omare said.

“Mr. President must do away with 
politicking and rise up to the national 
challenges as a statesman. We strongly 
hold the view that threats of brute force 
would not quell the agitations. It is only 
sincere and painstaking discussions that 
would solve the problems. This is because 
some of the agitations are genuine and 
need to be addressed,” he said.

A coalition of Niger Delta groups 
joined the fray, faulting President Bu-

of them had agreed that Nigeria’s unity is 
sacrosanct, arguing that whatever both 
men agreed on was not binding on the 
rest of Nigerians.

“That part in the president’s speech 
was not necessary. I don’t know who is 
writing the president’s speech because 
as far as I am concerned, that was the 
worst speech we have seen in recent 
history. The president didn’t address is-
sues bothering the country that require 
presidential address to calm. You don’t tell 
me that the constitution says Nigerians 
are free to live in any part of the country. 
I know what the constitution says. Some 
people have already violated that by is-
suing a quit notice. What I expected the 
president to do was to issue a warning 
to whether it is IPOB, Arewa Youths, or 
Niger Delta militants,” he said.

“If the purpose of mentioning Ojukwu 
was in regards to IPOB, the purpose has 
failed woefully. Nnamdi Kanu that is 
leading IPOB now is probably older than 
Ojukwu when he led the Biafran war. 
You can’t tell him that what you agreed 
with Ojukwu is binding on him and his 
followers,” he told BDSUNDAY. 

Onumah warned that considering the 
current happenings in Nigeria, if urgent 
steps were not taken to address all the 
issues, it was possible for the country to 
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ensure Nigeria’s unity without a negotiated 
political settlement is to use the coercive 
power of the state to enforce it. Indeed, 
recently, the military issued a statement 
vowing to protect the lives and properties 
of Nigerians anywhere in the country in 
light of the threat by the Arewa youths to 
eject the Igbo from the North. Surely, if a 
country has to use its armed forces, not to 
fight external aggression, but to ensure its 
internal unity, it is paying a heavy price for 
that unity. But a forced unity is not unity, 
and can’t be sustained,” he said.

Fasan contended that “no country is 
indissoluble, especially if it’s a political 
invention rather than a natural or organic 
creation”.

Citing the United Kingdom, where 
successive governments have not tried to 
impose ‘unity’ or pretend that all is well but 
have recognised the concerns that could 
trigger break-up and responded to them 
by devolving more and more powers to the 
nations and regions, he said although every 
British prime minister would want to keep 
the UK together, no one could categorically 
say the country is indissoluble or that its 
unity is not negotiable.

“Truth is, in a multi-nation country, 
powers must be devolved rather than 
centralised to avoid creating tensions and 
encouraging separatist forces,” Fasan said.

He said Nigeria’s unity is too fragile to be 
taken for granted.

“I see the efforts that the British govern-
ment is making all the time to strengthen its 
union of over 300 years through constant 
constitutional and political settlements to 
devolve powers and make its constituent 
nations happy. By contrast, Nigeria was 
brought together by military force, through 
the power of the ‘Maxim guns’, and, sadly, 
it is being kept together by fear of military 
action, not by negotiations, concessions 
and consensus. A country that can’t jaw-
jaw will war-war. Nigeria needs a political 
settlement, and must be restructured. It is 
dangerous complacency for any leader to 
ignore these imperatives and simply assert 
that Nigeria’s unity is not negotiable. You 
can’t impose unity; you must cultivate and 
nurture it!” he said.

But it was Adams Oshiomhole, immedi-
ate past governor of Edo State, who got a raw 
taste of workers angst when he described 

those campaigning for restructuring as 
those who have lost out in the 2015 elections 
and jobless individuals who are now taking 
the job of spokespersons for certain section 
of the country.

Oshiomhole, a former Nigerian Labour 
Congress (NLC) president, was one of the 
five discussants at a colloquium organised 
by the NLC in Abuja to discuss the agita-
tion for restructuring of the country, with 
the theme “The Labour Movement and the 
future of a United Nigeria: What Role for 
Restructuring”.

But his speech was interrupted with 
shouts of “no, no, no” for over 10 minutes 
by angry Nigerians and had Justice Alfa 
Belgore, who was chairman of the event, 
and Ayuba Wabba, NLC president, not 
intervened, the disappointed workers 
threatened to stop Oshiomhole from speak-
ing further.

Down memory lane
It was not the first time the president had 

made such a statement. While receiving a 
cross section of prominent Nigerians who 
paid him Sallah homage at the Presidential 
Villa, Abuja on July 6, 2016, Buhari, in a 
message to Niger Delta militants, had said, 
“I assure them that the saying by General 
Gowon that to keep Nigeria one is a task 
that must be done. In those days, we never 
thought of oil, all we were only concerned 
with was one Nigeria.

“So please pass this to the militants, that 
one Nigeria is not negotiable and they had 
better accept this. The Nigerian Constitu-
tion is clear as to what they should get and 
I assure them there will be justice.”

Also, during a meeting with 36 state 
governors on June 21, 2017, the then Act-
ing President Yemi Osinbajo had told the 
governors point-blank that Nigeria’s unity 
was sacrosanct.

“Nigeria is indissoluble,” Osinbajo had 
said while charging the governors to “en-
sure the security of lives and property” in 
their states.

The meeting with the governors was 
part of a series of meetings the acting presi-
dent had with ethnic, religious and political 
leaders to douse tensions in the country that 
escalated after a Northern youth coalition 
asked all Igbo people living in Northern 
Nigeria to leave the region before October 1.

In the same vein, Senate President Bu-

kola Saraki, at a special session to mark the 
second anniversary of the Senate on June 
9, 2017, said the unity of Nigeria was not 
negotiable and warned those insinuating 
Nigeria’s breakup to desist.

“We must stand clearly and act clearly 
to defend this country. The unity of this 
country is not negotiable. There is no room 
for division and we must live by example,” 
Saraki said.

Other senators who spoke on the occa-
sion, including Shehu Sani, chairman, Sen-
ate Committee on Local and Foreign Debt, 
Godswill Akpabio, the Minority Leader, and 
George Akume, chairman, Senate Commit-
tee on Army, echoed the same sentiments.

It would also be recalled that while 
inaugurating the National Conference in 
March 2014, President Goodluck Jonathan 
had made it clear that while the conference 
could discuss every other matter, the issue 
of the indivisibility and indissolubility of 
Nigeria was a no-go area.

“It is our expectation that participants in 
this conference will patriotically articulate 
and synthesize our peoples’ thoughts, views 
and recommendations for a stronger, more 
united, peaceful and politically stable Ni-
geria, forge the broadest possible national 
consensus in support of those recommen-
dations, and strive to ensure that they are 
given the legal and constitutional backing 
to shape the present and the future of our 
beloved fatherland,” Jonathan had said.

The ‘no go area’ clause was added in the 
conference modalities by the Presidential 
Advisory Committee on National Confer-
ence after it said it discovered that majority 
of Nigerians wanted the country to remain 
as one indivisible entity.

Speaking in support of this stance in a 
Channels TV programme that year, Ad-
etokunbo Pearse, a political analyst, said 
there were other issues needing more atten-
tion than the issue of national unity.

“Every issue should be discussed except 
that Nigeria should be divided. Issues about 
new structure for the country, about wheth-
er we should go back to a parliamentary 
system of government could be discussed. 
You can go there to say that the six geo-
political zones should be the structure of the 
country. You cannot go to the conference 
and say Nigeria is a failed state and that we 
should break up,” Pearse had said.
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hari’s position on Nigeria’s unity.
In a statement made available to jour-

nalists in Abuja, the coalition warned that 
without restructuring as being suggested by 
prominent Nigerians, the nation would not 
remain united.

“We wish to thank all well-meaning 
Nigerians who threw their weight behind 
restructuring and disassociated themselves 
from the president’s position on restructur-
ing. We want to remind him (Buhari) that 
without restructuring, there would be no 
united Nigeria,” it said in the statement.

The coalition said it was surprised that 
President Buhari said the unity of Nigeria 
was not negotiable when “indeed he did not 
believe in other Nigerians apart from those 
from the North”.

Signatories to the statement included 
John Duku (Niger Delta Watchdogs), Ekpo 
Ekpo (Niger Delta Volunteers), Osarolor 
Nedam (Niger Delta Warriors), Henry Okon 
Etete (Niger Delta Peoples Fighters), Asukwo 
Henshaw (Bakassi Freedom Fighters), 
Ibinabo Horsfall (Niger Delta Movement 
for Justice), Duke Emmanson (Niger Delta 
Fighters Network), and Inibeghe Adams 
(Niger Delta Freedom Mandate).

Olu Fasan, London-based lawyer, politi-
cal economist and visiting fellow, London 
School of Economics, in an article in Busi-
nessDay earlier in August, challenged 
the complacency at the heart of Nigeria’s 
leaders’ assumptions about the unity of 
Nigeria and insisted the country’s unity 
was negotiable.

“President Buhari once said that ‘Nige-
ria’s unity is not negotiable’. And, recently, 
Acting President Yemi Osinbajo echoed 
the same sentiment by saying that ‘Nigeria 
is indissoluble’. Of course, as statements 
of hopes and wishes, it’s difficult to fault 
them. But as statements of certitude, they 
bother on complacency. A country cannot 
decree unity; it must cultivate and nurture 
it,” Fasan said in the article ‘Nigeria’s unity is 
negotiable: Don’t take it for granted’.

He said given the Buhari government’s 
antipathy to political restructuring, which 
even former military dictator Ibrahim Ba-
bangida recently advocated, question arises 
regarding the rationale behind the president 
and the acting president’s confident asser-
tions about Nigeria’s unity.

“The only way the government can 

Osinbajo Saraki
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T
he Foundation for 
Partnership Initia-
tive in the Niger 
Delta (PIND) in col-

laboration with the Edo 
State Co-operative Farmers 
Agency Limited (ESCFAL), in 
a bid to address the challenge 
of lack of access to modern 
agricultural implements, re-
cently organised a workshop 
to expose farmers in Edo/
Delta states to easy access to 
tractors to boost and encour-
age large scale farming.

Apart from funding and 
access to land, another major 

challenge to farmers in the 
Sub-Saharan Africa is lack of 
access to modern agricultural 
implements such as tractor, 
bulldozer, among others.

The workshop with the 
theme, “Enhancement of 
Agricultural Transformation 
Agenda through Agricul-
tural Mechanisation Service 
Delivery” was held in Benin 
City, Edo State capital, with 
Tractor Owners and Hir-
ing Facilities Association of 
Nigeria (TOHFAN), Hello 
Tractor, Nigeria Incentive-
Based Risk Sharing System 
for Agricultural Lending 
(NIRSAL) and Tractor Own-
ers Operators Association of 
Nigeria (TOOAN).

Others at the meeting 
were tractor owners, tractor 
operators, booking agents, 
hiring agents and tractor 
mechanics. Speaking at the 
workshop, Nabeel Adey-
emi, programme coordina-
tor, value chain appropriate 
technology support for the 
economic development of 
Foundation for Partnership 
Initiatives in the Niger Delta 
(PIND) said the workshop 
was geared towards expos-
ing farmers to have easy 
access to tractor services

Adeyemi opined that if 
farmers can have easy ac-
cess to tractor services on 
time during farming season 
they would improve on their 

productivity.
While noting that human 

labour has been a challenge 
in recent times, he added 
that with little mechanisa-
tion and tractorisation it 
could reduce production cost 

I
n order to avert the 
repetition of 2012 
flood incident, Kogi 
State Government 
has commenced sen-

sitisation and awareness 
campaign for the residents 
of riverine areas so as to 
minimise the effect of the 
predicted 2017 flooding in 
the state.

The Commissioner for 
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources, Rosemary 
Osikoya, said that the 
campaign was flagged off 
Wednesday and would 
cover nine flood-prone local 
government areas across 
the state.

She disclosed that the 
essence of the campaign in 
those communities as di-
rected by Governor Yahaya 
Bello was to ensure that 
people at the grassroots, es-
pecially riverine areas who 
were most prone to flood 
were properly sensitised.

She noted that the gov-
ernor had declared a state of 
emergency on Environment 
due to the forecast predicted 
by Nigeria Meteorological 
Agency (NiMet) of the likely 
reoccurrence of 2012 cycle 
of flood which is five years, 
adding that some of the pre-
dictions made had started 
coming to past, she further 
stressed that some commu-
nities in Kogi had actually 
experienced flooding in the 
first peak in June and July.

“The second peak of the 
rain when Kogi may likely 
be affected is expected 
possibly by late August 
and early September when 
the rain would fall con-
sistently and likely cause 
more flooding.

In addition, there is pos-

sibly the release of waters 
from dams that come into 
the state excluding the ones 
generated locally; this is 
enough to get everyone wor-
ried. The message is simple, 
if you were affected by the 
2012 flood, then move up-
land, because between now 
and next one month we will 
see much more activities of 
rain,” she said.

Osikayo further stressed 
that it is important to sensi-
tise, encourage and compel 
the people where neces-
sary to move away from 
flood plains. Hence, the 
need to send the sensitisa-
tion team to the communi-
ties that may be affected.

“We are excited that 
the State Government was 
able to collaborate with Na-
tional Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (NEMA) with 
lots of assessment in those 

areas last week. The state 
is at the stage of readiness 
and we are soliciting the 
support of all stakeholders 
to identify sites for camps 
in the event of evacuation 
of those communities, 

We are also excited that 
our governor is giving the 
needed support to ensure 
that the proper things are 
done in case of any emer-
gency,” the Environment 
and Natural Resources 
commissioner said.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r 
named the nine reverine 
flood-prone local govern-
ments as: Lokoja, Konto-
Karfe, Ibaji, Ajaokuta, Igal-
amela, Idah, Ofu, Omala 
and Bassa Local Govern-
ment Areas.

Sunday Baiye, coordi-
nator for 2017 Flood Cam-
paign, described the sensi-
tisation which started on 

VIctORIA NNAkIAIke, Lokoja

Wednesday in Lokoja, as 
encouraging, saying the vil-
lagers turned out en masse 
to ask questions to have a 
better understanding of the 
campaign.

“Today, we took our 
campaign to the reverine 
communities in Koton-
Karfe/Kogi Local Govern-
ment and we are satisfied at 
the level of cooperation we 
are getting from the people.

“We have competent 
team to handle this sensiti-
sation campaign which will 
last for nine days for effec-
tive coverage of all the nine 
reverine local government 
areas,” Baiye said.

Traditional rulers, com-
munity leaders, Youth and 
market women in those 
communities, pledged their 
support and commitment 
to further sensitise their 
people.

L-R: Asue Ighodalo, chairman; Kayode Lawal, executive director, corporate & investment 
banking; Lanre Adesanya, executive director, commercial and institutional banking; Yemi Adeola, 
managing director/CEO, Sterling Bank plc, and executive director, Yemi Odubiyi, operations 
and services, all of Sterling Bank during the visit of the bank’s directors to the new head office 
Annex at Ilupeju, Lagos.

Kogi begins sensitisation, awareness 
campaign to avert flood disaster

Foundation, Edo Farmers’ Co-operative hold workshop on easy access to modern farming implements

OWeDe AGBAJILeke, Abuja

A 
retired  Deputy 
Superintendent  of 
Police (DSP) and 
current Chairman, 

Senate Committee on Navy, 
Isah Misau has accused the 
Inspector General of Police 
(IGP), Ibrahim Idris, of col-
lecting N120billion yearly as 
payment for  special security 
services rendered by the Po-
lice to corporate bodies, oil 
firms and prominent citizens 
in the country.

Misau, who represents 
Bauchi Central Senatorial 
District, also alleged that 
postings  of officers in the 
Force as State Police  Com-
missioners (CPs) or Mobile 
Commanders, are largely 
influenced by bribery of be-
tween N10million to N15mil-
lion per individual.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the National As-
sembly at the weekend, the 
lawmaker condemned what 
he called “series of fraudulent 
practices in the running of 
the Nigerian Police”.

The former police officer 
puts the number of police 
personnel providing security 
at corporate institutions, oil 
firms and highly placed indi-
viduals at over 50,000.

“The incumbent IGP 
based on available records 
and series of petitions and 
reports from insiders, has 
no capacity to run the Police 
just like the Chairman of the 
Police Service Commission, 
Retired IGP Mike Okiro who 
also lacks similar capacity 
going by N300million scam 
and others hanging on his 
neck  since 2011 during the 
Presidential primary election 
of the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) where he served 
as the head of the Security 
Committee.

“Specifically, IGP Idris, 
collects over N10billion on 
monthly basis as money for 
special security provided by 
men of the force to corporate 

bodies and highly placed 
individuals  including crimi-
nals, running to N120billion 
on  year  basis without any 
reflection in Police annual 
budgets or internally gener-
ated revenue,” he said.

Misau alleged further 
that  “the Police under IGP 
Idris Ibrahim is a cesspool of 
corruption, nepotism, indis-
cipline, favouritism”  adding 
that the police is now at 
the lowest level of morale 
which must not  be allowed 
to continue in the interest of 
the ongoing anti-corruption 
war and urgent need to stem 
the tide of increasing rate of 
crime and criminality in the 
country. 

“On nepotism, the IGP is  
scoring  high mark by mak-
ing almost half of the mobile 
commanders in the country, 
people of his Nupe extraction 
and on favouritism, appoint-
ing CP Moses Jitoboh an offi-
cer who had been out of field 
of operational service to that 
of  political service for close 
to 20 years, as Adamawa 
State Police Commissioners”, 
he said

The lawmaker debunked 
the allegation made by Po-
lice Force Headquarters on 
Thursday by their spokes-
person, Jimoh Moshood that 
he (Misau) was unceremoni-
ously  dismissed for mis-
deeds.

Missau displayed the let-
ter with which his retire-
ment from the force was 
effected by the Police Service 
Commission.

The letter dated 5th 
March 2014 with refer-
ence number: PSC/1034/
Vol.8/244 reads in part: “I 
wish to inform you that the 
Commission has approved 
your retirement from the 
service of the Nigeria Police 
Force with effect from 1st 
December, 2010 after 10 
years of meritorious service.

“Your dedication and 
meritorious service to the 
Nation is highly appreciated 
by the commission....”

Senator accuses IGP of collecting 
N120bn from banks, oil firms, others

significantly between 30 and 
40 percent annually.

He also disclosed that 
access to tractor services 
was key to the modern ag-
ricultural activities in the 
country, especially now that 

investment in agriculture 
has been the major priority 
of government at all levels.

He added that the or-
ganisation attracted private 
sector in the provision of 
tractor services to farmers in 
the states instead of waiting 
for government services or 
services that are not available 
within their localities.

Adeyemi, who pointed 
out that the workshop was 
the first of its kind in the 
Niger Delta region, further 
disclosed that Edo State Co-
operative Farmers Agency 
Limited has indicated its 
desire to partner with TOH-
FAN for tractor services for 
its members.Farming
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2019: Guma/Makurdi APC stalwarts 
endorse Ortom, Akume, Tarkighir
BENJAMIN AGESAN, Makurdi

A
s  p o l i t i c a l 
clouds in the 
s t at e  b e g i n 
t o  t h i c k e n 
ahead of 2019, 

prominent stalwarts of 
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) from Makurdi 
and Guma Local Govern-
ment Area of the state 
chaired by a retired state 
chief judge, Justice A.P.B. 
Utsaha last weekend at 
the Makurdi residence 
of member representing 
Makurdi/Guma Federal 
Constituency, Dickson 
Tarkighir, endorsed Gover-
nor Samuel Ortom, senator 
representing Benue North-
West Senatorial district, 
George Akume and Dick-
son Tarkighir for another 
four-year term in office.

The APC chieftains took 
the decision during constit-
uency briefing by Tarkighir 
where they unanimously 
agreed that the track re-
cords of

achievements by the 
trio have earned them an-

other term in their respec-
tive offices.

Earlier, Tarkighir during 
the briefing told his con-
stituents that he has given 
twenty one (21) federal ap-
pointments to some of his 
constituents, sponsored a 
bill on Anti-Open Grazing 
in the state,

built class room blocks 

across the two Local Gov-
ernment Areas in his con-
stituency as well as several 
bridges and hospitals.

The federal lawmaker 
who reminded his constitu-
ents that Senator George 
Akume was the only per-
son who made it possible 
for Masev, Ihyarev and 
Nongov Development As-

T
he Rotary Club of 
Festac Town, Lagos 
has formally inau-
gurated Pantelion 

Ndubuisi Onuoha as its 
president for the 2017-2018 
Rotary year.

At an investiture cer-
emony held at Golden Tulip 
Festac, the new president 
said his leadership would 
focus on the key areas of 
maternal and child health, 
education, prevention and 
treatment of diseases, em-
powerment of indigent 
women, and youth leader-
ship training.

“Primarily, maternal and 
child health is a key area for 
the club. That is why we 
intend to do so many things 
to help children in the area 
of health. We have already 
set targets. We intend to go 
round general hospitals and 
see women whom we can 
pay their hospital bills. We 
also want to donate medi-
cal equipment to children’s 
hospitals because we want 
to do as much as we can to 
reduce maternal and child 
health-care issues,” Onuoha 
said.

“We have planned to do 
surgery for at least 10 indi-
gent women who are suf-
fering from fibroid but who 
cannot help themselves. We 
did about five last year, we 
intend to do at least 10 of 
such operations this year,” 
he added.

The president said his 
tenure would also focus 
on education, which he 
believes is key to economic 
empowerment, as well as 
youth leadership.

At the event, the pres-
ident also inducted the 
club’s Board of Directors 
for the year. The Board 
members include Charles 
Mbama, immediate past 
president, Justin Ohakwe, 
president-elect, Onyinye 
Ogbonna, vice president, 
Collins Onyenze, public 
relations, Alex Geonlebe-
dum, the Rotary Founda-
tion, among others.

He also gave awards to 
deserving friends of the 
club, including Frank Nneji, 
MD/CEO, ABC Transport 
PLC, Stanley Amuchie, 
group chief financial officer, 
Zenith Bank, Peter Ashade, 
MD/CEO, Africa Prudential 
PLC, and so on.

Onuoha, a seasoned 
banker, is a fellow of the 
Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of Nigeria (ICAN) 
and Chartered Institute of 
bankers of Nigeria (CIBN). 
He is also an alumnus of the 
prestigious Lagos Business 
School (LBS).

Prior to becoming the 
president, Onuoha had 
served the Festac club in 
various capacities, including 
as sergeant-at-arms, club 
treasurer, club secretary, 
among others. He is the 36th 
president of the club.

Festac Rotary Club 
installs new president
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T
he joy of the man-
agement and in-
mates of the In-
ternally Displaced 

Persons’ (IDPs) camp at 
Ohogua in Ovia North-
East Local Government 
Area of Edo State on July 
22, 2017, knew no bound 
when a health Centre built 
by Rural Health Initiatives 
for Improved Living (RH-
IFIL), a non-governmental 
organisation, was commis-
sioned at the camp.

The health centre was 
c ommissione d by the 
Edo State Governor, God-
win Obaseki, who was 
represented by the state 
commissioner for health, 
David Osifo. Also present 
at the occasion was the 
Head of Local Government 
Administration (HOLGA), 
Ovia North-East, among 
others.

The management and 
inmates of the camp, who 
were in high spirit, rolled 
out the drums to celebrate 
the epoch-making event at 
the camp.

The management was 
more in high spirit as a re-

Ohogua IDPs lament lack of drugs one month after health centre commissioning

sult of the promises by the 
government to revitalise 
and reposition primary 
healthcare in keeping with 
the national policy of Pri-
mary Health Care Under 
One Roof (PHCOUR).

But one month after 
commissioning, the Centre 
is now grappling with the 
challenges of inadequate 
drugs, power, among oth-
ers.

Evelyn Omijie, supervi-
sor of the camp, who spoke 

with BDSUNDAY on behalf 
of the management the 
camp, said the Centre has 
been in proper use since 
the commissioning.

According to her, “since 
the commissioning, we 
have been using the hos-
pital. Actually, it has been 
very go o d. Our major 
challenge at the moment 
is drugs. We lack a lot of 
drugs at the Centre at the 
moment.

Omijie, who called on 

…Cry out for food, accommodation, others

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin

Ortom

sociation (MINDA) bloc to 
take governorship shot in 
the state, said though some 
people are going about 
consulting, preparing to 
slug it out with Senator 
Akume come 2019, he in-
sisted that they should not 
be deceived by anybody 
but instead should sustain 
support for him and the 

senator Akume.
The Makurdi/Guma 

federal representative, 
who is a member of the 
House Committee on Ap-
propriation while assur-
ing the people that he will 
prevail on the Independent 
National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) to decen-
tralise the ongoing voters’ 
registration exercise from 
Local Government head-
quarters to the council 
ward headquarters for 
easy

accessibility by con-
stituents, said their voters’ 
cards are the only tool that 
will allow them elect lead-
ers of their choice. Other 
speakers at the event were 
Mr. John Yogbo, Abazaa 
Chinyam and a retired 
chief Judge, Justice A.P.B. 
Utsaha all of whom prom-
ised to work tirelessly for 
the two representatives. 
Senator George Akume if 
re-elected will be serving 
for the fourth time while 
Governor Samuel Ortom 
and Dickson Tarkighir will 
be doing their second term, 
each.

governments, NGOs, cor-
porate organisations and 
well-meaning individuals 
to assist the Centre with 
drugs, noted that the in-
mates at present are prone 
to common illnesses as-
sociated with the raining 
season.

“In this period of raining 
season, there is extreme 
cold and cough. So many 
illnesses, most especially 
we that are at the tropical 
region, malaria and other 

tropical diseases are very 
rampant at this period. 
That is why we need a lot 
of medicines to attack such 
illnesses in the lives of the 
children at the camp.

“We have a lot of other 
challenges also at the hos-
pital. We need a generating 
set to power the Centre. 
We need a lot of assistance 
to perfect the Centre such 
as medical equipment for 
testing or screening. Ev-
erything that is good for a 
hospital we need it at the 
Centre,” she said.

Omijie disclosed that 
the Centre is being manned 
by the National Youths 
Service Corp (NYSC) medi-
cal personnel, made up of 
two doctors, two pharma-
cists and a nurse, who are 
currently working at the 
Centre.

While noting that the 
camp was yet to receive 
any assistance from mem-
bers of the general public, 
corporate organisations, 
etcetera, she listed other 
major challenges confront-
ing the camp to include 
food stuff.

“In general, the major 
challenge confronting us 
is lack of food stuff. 

David Usifo, Edo State commissioner for Health, during the commissioning of the health 
Centre

Akume
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News 
Emmanuel reiterates need for Naval 
War College in Akwa Ibom

G
overnor Udom Em-
manuel has expressed 
the belief that in view 
of the strategic impor-
tance of Akwa Ibom 

and the huge economic benefits 
from its maritime sector, the pro-
posed Naval War College in the 
state will soon be realised.

Emmanuel stated this when 
he played host to a delegation of 
Course 1 of the Naval War College 
of Nigeria, Ubima, Rivers State, at 
Government House, Uyo.

He lauded the theme of the 
tour, “combating maritime secu-
rity challenges towards socio-eco-
nomic development” and hoped 
that their tour of the shoreline 
of the state will help in fighting 
security threats and ensuring the 
growth of economic life of the 
coastal areas.

“We have a whole lot of foreign 
investors who have indicated in-
terest to develop those shorelines, 
starting from logistics to petro-
chemical plants, refineries and 
fertilizer plants,” adding that with 
assurances of adequate security 
presence, their zeal to invest will 
be boosted. 

He said the commencement 
of the war college in Rivers state 
meant that Akwa Ibom is inching 
closer to having it soon.

Akwa Ibom, he insisted, has 
the longest shoreline in the whole 

country, and from the shoreline 
comes the largest quantity of 
crude oil which is being exported 
on a daily basis from the country.

For these reasons, he main-
tained that, if the country had 
needs for 2 - 3 war colleges, the 
state with the longest shoreline 
should be one of them.

“Nigeria’s investment is greatest 
in our shoreline; so we need the 
naval protection more than any 
other place,” he said.

He expressed hope that the 
visit would spur the Nigerian navy 
to commence the college sooner.

On the new Naval Technical 
College in Ekparakwa, Emmanuel 
said he was expecting an invita-
tion to address the first set of stu-
dents in the college.

He said his reluctance to visit 
the college now was borne out 
of his desire to speak directly to 
students once they start classes, 
instead of visiting to see just the 
structures in the school.

According to him, the Nigerian 
Army had carried out aptitude 
tests for their command second-
ary school in Efa, Etinan local 
government, and urged the naval 
college to follow suit.

Commending the synergy 
among the armed forces in the 
country, he also encouraged them 
to continue doing their best for the 
sake of the country, despite the 

limited resources within reach. 
Earlier, the team leader Rear 

Admiral Felix Christopher Udofia 
commended Gov Emmanuel for 
enhancing socio-economic devel-
opment of the citizenry through 
dynamic leadership.

He said the Naval War College 
was established primarily to de-
velop the competencies of selected 
Naval officers, officers of sister 
services and those of friendly na-
tions “so that they can effectively 
perform managerial roles, leader-
ship and command responsibilities 
and operational level of warfare.” 

Rear Admiral Udofia said with 
the dynamism and increasing 
complexity of contemporary 
global security environment, the 
naval war college is out to “train 
these officers so they can make 
sound decisions in the applica-
tion of maritime force as a policy 
option.” He said in line with these 
objectives, the college curriculum 
mandates participants to embark 
on a study tour of selected states 
in the country to be abreast with 
efforts of the state governments in 
support of maritime security.

Udofia said the recommenda-
tions made at the end of the tour, 
will be forwarded to the state 
government, “to further enhance 
the activities of government for 
socio economic development of 
the citizenry.”

Water projects’ commissioning 
excites Akwa Ibom communities

T
wo communities in Nsit 
Atai Local Government 
Area of Akwa Ibom State 
are in great excitement and 

profound happiness as the proud 
beneficiaries of solar-powered 
water projects provided from funds 
from the European Union and 
the assistance of United Nations 
Children Fund and the Federal 
Government.

The projects were implemented 
under the Niger Delta Support 
Programme (NDSP) under the rural 
water supply and sanitation project 
in Ikot Esop and Ikot Ukpong, rural 
communities, about 30 kilometres 
north of Uyo, the state capital.

Recently, the communities were 
certified as Open Defecation-Free 
(ODF) and had faced the challenge 
of water shortages over the years 
as indigenes trekked long distances 
to their village streams, the only 
source of drinking water.

“Before now, anybody who had 
drinking water in his house was 
seen as an important personality,” 
said Pius Udo Ukpong, a 75-year 
old deputy chairman of Ikot Esop 
community council.

According to him, with the 
completion of the water project, 
the source of safe drinking water 
has become close to them, adding 
that they do not have to trek long 
distance to the village stream, going 
through deplorable road.

He said the provision of the 
water has helped them to practise 
improved personal hygiene by 
washing their hands with soap 
after using the toilet and coming 

 ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo
back from farming activities.

He thanked the EU, UNICEF, 
the federal and state governments 
for the project, saying the commu-
nity would ever remain grateful as 
the water project has made every 
household in the community to 
enjoy good drinking water.

Speaking also at the ceremony 
which was attended by women 
groups, youths and members of 
the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Committee (WASHCOM), Edinyan-
ya Pius Ukpong said the availability 
of the new water project in the area 
has contributed to a reduction in 
water-borne diseases, adding that 
children are now fetching water 
close to their homes instead of going 
to the village stream.

At Ikot Ukpong, the story was 
no different as the community 
lauded the Federal Government, 
the European Union and the 
state government for providing 
them with safe drinking water, a 
development, they said had sig-
nificantly and positively impacted 
on their lives.

Udosen Emmanuel Ibiok, the 
village head who spoke while re-
ceiving officials of the State Rural 
Water and Sanitation agency dur-
ing the inauguration of the water 
project said the water project came 
as a dream to them coming shortly 
after the community had been 
sensitised on the benefits of ending 
open defecation.

More than 56 million Nigerians 
are without access to water and 
another 130 million are without 
access to improved sanitation facili-
ties as at 2015, according to statistics 
from the Federal Ministry of Water 
Resources.

Hon. Commissioner of Information and Strategy, Charles Udoh and Commandant, Naval War College, Ubima, Rivers State 
Rear Admiral Thaddeus Udofia with participants of Course 1  during the visit of Course 1 Naval War College to the ministry of 
Information and Strategy

Dufil partners LEARN to strengthen 
capacity for Next generation students  

I
n its renewed effort to positively 
impact the nation’s education 
sector, Dufil Prima Foods Plc, 
manufacturers of Indomie In-

stant Noodles brand have partnered 
with the Lagos Empowerment and 
Resource Network (LEARN), an 
initiative of former Lagos State First 
Lady, Dame Emmanuella Abimbola 
Fashola on its free summer school 
initiative with cash and educational 
materials.

The 10 years strong and long-
standing partnership with LEARN 
was in line with Dufil support for 
activities that build, empower and 
keeping the nations young ones 
positively busy.

Tope Ashiwaju, Group Public 
Relations and Events manager, 
Dufil Prima Foods, while speaking 
during the presentation of educa-
tion materials and cash donation 
at LEARN office in Surulere Lagos, 
said it has always been part of the 
main thrust of the company to 
place high priority on educational 
development of the Nigerian child 
with a strong belief that a quality 
academic opportunity should not 
elude them.

According to Ashiwaju, “As a 
brand, Indomie is well known as 
one of the foremost brands with im-
mense contribution to the develop-
ment of education at all levels. We 

are committed to it because quality 
education is a legacy we owe our 
children because children are the 
future of tomorrow. As children, 
you should be the change you 
want to see because only you can 
determine path you want to chart 
for yourself as the sky is just the 
beginning for you.”

Ashiwaju therefore, charged 
the students to take education as 
of high priority, adding that quality 
education should not elude them. “

Aderonke Oguntoyinbo, Proj-
ect Manager LEARN, commended 
Dufil Prima Foods for their un-
wavering commitment towards 
the LEARN initiative which she 
described as very strategic and 
very helpful as the pupils can 
now concentrate on their studies 
with ease.

“This partnership has brought 
excitement on the face of the chil-
dren having been assured of free 
lunch during the summer holiday 
lessons with study materials, and 
this in a way will help them con-
centrate on what they are being 
taught,” said Oguntoyinbo.

Showing appreciation on behalf 
of the student of LEARN to Dufil 
Prima foods Plc for its support over 
the past nine years, Sulaimon Jamiu 
called on Dufil Prima Foods Plc not 
to relent on its effort in ensuring 
that children across the state are 
given an opportunity to have good 
and sound education.

KELECHI EWUZIE
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the three-man delegates 
per ward was a laughing 
venture. With manifest ir-
regularity and sabotage, as 
if the case of hijacking this 
process was not enough, 
the ultimate result of the 
ward Congress which was 
subjected and submitted 
by the Secretary of the 
panel, was switched for a 
doctored result.

“This exercise violated 
all known principles of 

Stella Oduah threatens to withdraw 
from Anambra guber race

democratic practice. Sev-
eral complaints have con-
tinued to trail the exercise 
as most party faithful are 
disgruntled and agitated.

“It is on this note I have 
written to the Chairman 
of my great party (Ahmed 
Makarfi) to tender my 
protest that unless this 
process is revisited, except 
this process is properly 
scrutinised, I may have to 
withdraw my candidacy.

“It is a system that has 
not been transparent. It 
has been hijacked by gov-
ernors and that is totally 
unacceptable, undemo-
cratic and unPDP. Impo-
sition should have been 
what PDP would have 
learnt by now. We must 
present our Best 11,” she 
said.

The governorship as-
pirant also alleged that 
those who did not identify 
with the party’s struggle as 
well as others “out to cause 
mischief” are allowed to 
contest Monday’s primary.

The other six aspirants 
billed to contest the pri-
mary include: Ifeanyi Uba, 
Alex Obiogolu, Oseloka 
Obaze, John Okechukwu 
Emeka, Akolisa Ufodike 
and Lynda Ikpeazu.

The governorship elec-
tion is billed for November 
18, 2017.

The lawmaker claimed 
that she and some elders of 
the party in the state, kept 
the flag flying throughout 
the 14-month leadership 
tussle between Ahmed 
Makarfi and Ali Modu-
Sheriff for the soul of the 
party.

T
h e  s e n a t o r 
re p re s e n t i n g 
Anambra North 
in the National 
Assembly and 

People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) governorship as-
pirant in the state, Stella 
Oduah, has threatened to 
withdraw from the party’s 
primaries slated for Au-
gust 28, 2017.

In a press conference in 
Abuja Friday, the senator 
alleged that Wednesday’s 
ward Congress in the state 
was “hijacked by gover-
nors”.

The former Aviation 
Minister, however, did not 
name the PDP governors 
involved.

She explained that the 
result of the c ongress 
which produced three 
delegates per ward, who 
will then elect the party’s 
governorship candidate 
on Monday, August 28, 
not only lacked transpar-
ency but was doctored.

She therefore. called for 
review of the delegates list.

“More fundamentally, 
the ward Congress for 

G
o d  c o m m a n d -
ment Ministry, the 
church  of Akam-
kpa-born Pastor, 

Anthony Obo, was on
Friday morning set 

ablaze by a mob to avenge 
for the alleged killing of an 
eleven-year-old girl by the 
pastor for ritual.

The church located at 6 
Abua Street, off Edegerly  
Road, is one of the branches 
of the church while the 

Killing of eleven year old girl: Mob sets  Pastor Anthony Obo’s church ablaze
main auditorium of the 
church is at Atamunu Road 
also in Calabar South.

T h e  m o b ,  w h i c h 
thronged the Abua church 
at midmorning,  broke into 
the hall and brought out all 
the church belongings and 
set them ablaze.

One of the irate youth 
told our reporter that one 
of the three persons who 
kidnapped a girl on

Thursday evening and 
killed her was caught and 
he confessed that it was 

the pastor who sent them 
prompting the police to take 
him into detention.

“The girl was killed and 
her heart removed and put 
in a basin to be used for rit-
ual and this was discovered 
in the pastor’s church so we 
had  to set the place on fire to 
stop him from coming back 
to commit havoc again”.

The church, which is an 
attachment on the front of 
the main building of 6 Abua 
Street, used to serve as a 
shop but later converted to 

 Mike abang
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abia nSe spouses’ forum donates food, 
materials to motherless babies home

T
he Spouses’ Forum, 
an arm of Nigerian 
Society of Engi-
neers, Umuahia 
branch, has do-

nated food items, clothing 
materials, diapers/toiletries 
worth hundreds of thou-
sands of Naira to the Ahiaeke 
Orphanage Home being 
managed by DMMG group, 
a Catholic Organisation.

While presenting the 
items, the Forum’s Chairper-
son, Ugochi Ihediwa said the 
humanitarian visit was part 
of the activities lined up to 
mark the NSE Spouses’ week, 
which is around the corner.

She disclosed that the 
forum was touched by the 
condition of most motherless 
babies in the country and 
resolved to impact positively 
on their lives, adding, “In our 
forum we look beyond our 
families on what to do to 

impact on people so that they 
will feel that they belong to 
the society. These items are 
meant to help the babies to 
keep fit. We will continue to 
assist them”.

Also speaking during the 
occasion, the Secretary of the 
forum, Juliet Mgbeike said: 
“these are the future leaders 
we see.” She commended the 
Matron and those working 
with her for taking care of 
the children.

While noting that the 
task of nurturing children 
was not an easy one, she 
prayed God to give them the 
grace to carry on with the 
selfless service to humanity.

Responding, the Matron 
of the orphanage home, 
Sr. Mary Anita Ogbonna 
thanked the forum for their 
generosity and prayed that 
“God in His infinite mercy 
would remember you who 
have contributed to this 
laudable project of caring for 
motherless babies,’’

a church since 2015.
According to a source, 

the pastor was an ‘okada’ 
rider until Senator Liyel 
Imoke banned ‘okada’ in

Calabar and he started 
a church in his single room 
apartment at Atamunu 
Road where he lived.

He is in police custody 
and the Cross River Po-
lice Command spokesman, 
Ireene Ugbo, said the police 
are carrying out investiga-
tion to find out if the pastor 
has accomplices.

Oduah
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T
he executive chair-
man, Katsina-Ala 
Local Government 
Council, Virginia 

Kpindi, has charged youths 
in the area to be peace-loving 
citizens.

Hon. Kpindi gave the 
charge at Akume Atongo 
stadium Katsina-Ala during 
the commencement of the 
maiden edition of Peace and 
Unity Cup football competi-
tion organised by youths of 
the area.

Represented by her depu-
ty, Hon. Augustine Tsehe, the 
first elected executive female 
chairman of the local govern-
ment regretted the agony the 
hardworking people of her 
local government have been 
passing through especially 
unprovoked attacks, wanton 
killing and maiming of inno-
cent lives as well as sustained 
destruction of properties that 
have been bedeviling the 
local government in recent 
time.

She stressed that there 
could be no development 
in an atmosphere of vio-
lence, disclosing that having 
saddled with the mantle of 
leadership to steer the ship 
of the local government, 
she would do everything 
humanly possible to broker 
peace in the local govern-
ment.

While expressing the fear 
that if the challenges fac-
ing the local government 
were not urgently tackled, 
it would spell doom to the 
future generation, Kpindi 
told the people that it was 
in line with the aim and de-
sire of Governor Samuel Or-

tom administration to bring 
peace and harmony among 
citizens of Benue State that 
she has decided to embark 
on the sports fiesta which she 
maintained, would not only 
occupy the youth positively 
but also foster peace, har-
mony and goodwill among 
them as well as their other 
friends across the state.

“This football competi-
tion is the beginning of 
series of programmes lined 
up by my administration 
to constantly engage you 
in activities that will steer 
you away from all forms 
of mischief and engender 
the concept of peaceful and 
harmonious co-existence 
and at the same time bring 
out the talents in you which 
will ultimately uplift you to 
greater heights”, the chair-
man disclosed.

The competition, accord-
ing to her, cuts across the 
twelve council wards of the 
local government, revealing 
that the first three teams will 
clinch cash prizes of N100, 
000; N 75,000 and N 50,000 
respectively, and implored 
them to conduct themselves 
in the most peaceful manner 
before, during and after the 
competition.

Responding on behalf of 
the organising committee, 
Jibo Emmanuel, thanked 
Governor  Samuel Ortom for 
finding their sister worthy 
to preside over the affairs of 
Katsina-Ala Local Govern-
ment Council and urged Kat-
sina-Ala youths to embrace 
peace since the chairman 
has shown them a motherly 
love by coming up with the 
football competition  to oc-
cupy their hearts instead of 
evil thoughts.

Say no to violence, Katsina-Ala 
council boss charges youths

H
aving observed 
increasing rate of 
fire outbreak and 
electrocution in 

the country in recent times, 
which was attributed to in-
flux of substandard electri-
cal and electronic products 
in Nigerian markets, the 
Standard Organisations of 
Nigeria (SON) is coming up 
with technology to check 
this.

Speaking at a stakehold-
ers seminar held for key 
players in the electrical/

SON devises technology to check substandard electrical products 
electronic industry, re-
cently in Abeokuta, Osita 
Aboloma, director-general 
of Standards Organisation 
of Nigeria (SON), decried the 
menace, saying that efforts 
were being made to curb 
illegal imports, production 
and indiscriminate usage of 
such products. 

Aboloma, who was rep-
resented by Felix Nyado, di-
rector of operations of SON, 
said the cutting edge tech-
nology would detect and 
check fake products, adding 
that consumers would only 
need their phones to check 
whether their electrical 

and electronic goods meet 
standard or not.   

 “The seminar is just to 
create an awareness among 
the stakeholders in the elec-
tronic and electrical sector 
to actually bring to fore the 
issues that have led to most 
of the product in the market 
being substandard in that 
sector. 

“And for us to agree and 
bring out a collective strat-
egy in which we can use in 
addressing this menace and 
equally for SON to tell them 
that there are some cutting 
edge technology that will 
be introduced in the next 

RaZaQ aYinLa, abeokuta
two months where by the 
electrical products in the 
market, will have adequate 
durability that will last,” he 
said.

Also, Governor Ibikun-
le Amosun of Ogun State 
noted that importation, 
marketing and production 
of substandard products 
are criminal and should be 
treated as such, saying all in-
dividuals and corporate or-
ganizations that involve in 
an illegality of trading sub-
standard products should 
be seriously punished, and 
that would be a deterrent 
to others.



…as Ikoyi court project stalled by poor funding
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T
he remarks by Nye-
som Wike, governor 
of Rivers State, when 
he hosted the Nation-
al Association of Riv-

ers State Students of Nigerian 
Law School (NARSSNLS) at the 
Government House, Port Har-
court, in May that his adminis-
tration was compelled to make 
necessary investments in courts 
under the Federal Government 
because they were left to rot is 
a testament of the deplorable 
condition of most federal courts 
across Nigeria.

The governor said his gov-
ernment invested in federal ju-
diciary’s infrastructure because 
the owners had “turned a blind 
eye to their responsibilities to 
the people of Rivers State”.

“After Lagos State, the next 
state with the highest number 
of litigation is Rivers State. Yet 
the Federal High Court (FHC) in 
Port Harcourt was dilapidated, 
the National Industrial Court 
(NIC) was nonexistent and the 
Court of Appeal (CoA) has been 
in a sorry state,” Wike lamented.

The new FHC complex with 
six modern courtrooms and 
state-of-the-art facilities which, 
according to him, was to ensure 
that Rivers people have quick 
access to justice, was commis-
sioned in May this year. 

The Wike administration is 
also constructing the NIC com-
plex and rehabilitating the CoA 
building, both in Port Harcourt, 
as part of measures to ensure 
that litigants no longer travel to 
Yenagoa, Bayelsa State capital, 
for their cases.

Similarly, Godswill Akpabio, 
as governor of Akwa Ibom 
State, came to the rescue of the 
FG when in September 2012 he 
commissioned the FHC complex 
in Uyo, the state capital, about 
12 years after the judiciary au-
thority in the state made its first 
request for the establishment of 
the edifice.

The two South-South gover-
nors appeared to have followed 
the footsteps of Babatunde Raji 
Fashola, now minister of power, 
works and housing, who, as 
governor of Lagos State in Sep-
tember 2009, came to the rescue 
of the Federal Government by 
commissioning the Ikeja Divi-
sion of the Federal High Court 
to reduce the burden on the 
overstretched Ikoyi division of 
the same court.

Recalling his request to the 
governor for a modest tem-
porary accommodation at the 
commissioning ceremony, Jus-

tice Akanbi Mustapha, who was 
chief judge of the FHC at the 
time, while thanking Fashola 
for the gesture, noted that the 
edifice would reduce pressure 
on its Ikoyi counterpart. 

Northern states like Katsina, 
Nasarawa and Niger, who had 
new permanent Federal High 
Court complexes commissioned 
by former President Goodluck 
Jonathan, may be the only ones 
whose governors may not be 
having sleepless nights over 
the dilapidating condition of 
federal courts in their domain. 
Residents of these states had 
had to travel to Benue and Pla-
teau States in search for justice 
in the pre-Jonathan era.

The Jonathan administration 
was also responsible for the 
building of the Federal High 
Court in Asaba, Delta State 
capital, in 2014. Before then, 
litigants domiciled in the state 
had had to travel to Benin City, 
Edo State capital, for cases that 
fell within the jurisdiction of 
the high court. The Benin FHC 
is also a source of deep concern 
for judges and litigants.

The erstwhile president had 
said at the time that the FG was 
providing Federal High Court 
complexes across the country 
in order to bring justice closer 
to the people and in turn reduce 
cost and inconveniences on the 
part of litigants. But findings 
show that the President Mu-
hammadu Buhari administra-
tion is not continuing in that 
direction.

Lack of fund stalls project

Meanwhile, while litigants, 
lawyers and judges jostle for 
space at the Ikoyi FHC, coupled 
with other inconveniences 
associated with holding legal 
proceedings there, a 9-storey 
building purposed to be its per-
manent edifice, which ought to 
have been completed by now, is 
in a state of near abandonment.

Although skeletal work was 
ongoing inside the massive 
modern courthouse with bul-
letproof prison section at Bour-
dillon when our reporter visited 
for inspection, it was, however, 
obvious that the project is not 
being taken seriously by those 
in charge. A total of eight men 
were seen working.

BDSUNDAY gathered that 
the project, which began in 
2012 and is being handled by 
Telisol Limited, a civil engi-
neering construction firm, was 
initially billed to be delivered 
for use in 2016 and fully com-
pleted in 2017.

It was learnt that the build-
ing project is not under the 
sup ervision of the Fe deral 
Ministry of Works but is rather 
being directly supervised by 
the National Judicial Council 
(NJC), and that poor funding 
is responsible for its non-com-
pletion.

“The work is being delayed 
because of fund. At a time 
throughout election period 
work was completely stopped. 
We were supposed to deliver 
this work last year. But as you 
can see, we will still be here for 
God-knows-how-long, unless 

something is done very fast by 
the government. This is a gov-
ernment facility that people are 
badly in need of,” said a worker 
who did not want his name is 
print for fear of being fired.  

Budget not seen
Efforts to ascertain what 

the building project has gulped 
since 2012 when it began did 
not yield any meaningful re-
sult, as the budget proposal, 
approval and implementation 
document was neither on the 
NJC website or that of the Min-
istry of Budget and National 
Planning as at the time of this 
report.

A Supreme Court response 
to a Freedom of Information re-
quest by BudgIT, a Lagos-based 
civic tech organization, which 
was seen by BDSUNDAY, only 
highlighted the 2016 spending 
of the apex court without ref-
erence to the Bourdillon High 
Court project. 

Olus eun Onigbinde,  c o-
founder, BudgIT, confessed in 
an interview with BDSUNDAY 
that getting the budget pro-
posal, approval and implemen-
tation document of the NJC is 
not an easy task, saying it is also 
kept in secrecy like that of the 
National Assembly.

“I only have 2016 budget of 
the Supreme Court. You know 
the NJC is part of what they call 
‘statutory transfer’, the same 
way the National Assembly 
budget is impeded, until re-
cently we have to do the ‘Open 
NASS’, that is when we were 
able to see those stuffs,” he said.

FG’s negligence leaves federal 
courts in dilapidated state

Judiciary’s financial chal-
lenges

In a c onferenc e theme d 
‘The Judiciary as a Veritable 
Instrument for Nurturing De-
mocracy in Nigeria’ organized 
for judges of superior courts 
by the National Judicial Insti-
tute (NJI) in Abuja, Mahmud 
Mohammed, then Chief Justice 
of the Federation, highlighted 
the financial challenges of the 
judiciary.

He lamented that in a coun-
try where an arm of govern-
ment is appropriated with less 
than 1 percent of the national 
budget, it was a big joke to refer 
to the judiciary as being truly 
independent.

Sections 121 (3) and 162 (9) 
of the 1999 Constitution guar-
antees fiscal independence for 
the judiciary and mandates the 
federal and some state govern-
ments to pay the judiciary its 
budgetary allocations as and 
when due.

Mohammed seized the oc-
casion to tell Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo, who repre-
sented President Buhari, Sen-
ate President Bukola Saraki, 
Speaker Yakubu Dogara, and 
other guests at the event that 
the NJC would prepare the judi-
ciary’s budget as charged upon 
the Consolidated Revenue and 
submit it to the Accountant-
General of the Federation to 
transfer to NJC a consequential 
order restraining the executive 
and the legislature from ap-
propriating the funds for the 
judiciary in the Annual Ap-
propriation Act.

“The pres ent practic e of 
judiciary funding by the de-
fendants (executive and leg-
islature),  which makes the 
judiciary dependent on the 
executive arm in budgeting 
and release of funds, violates 
Sections 81 (2) (3) (c) and 84 (2) (7) 
of the Constitution. It is, there-
fore, unconstitutional, null and 
void,” he told the bewildered 
members of the executive and 
legislature. 

He then ordere d NJC to 
henceforth be sending its bud-
get directly to the NASS for 
appropriation, while insisting 
that the dependence of the 
judiciary on the executive arm 
for its budgeting and funding 
by warrants was directly re-
sponsible for the underfunding 
of the judiciary.

“This is also responsible for 
the poor and inadequate judi-
cial infrastructure, low morale 
among judicial personnel, al-
leged corruption in the judiciary, 
delays in administration of jus-
tice and judicial services,” he said.

Godswill Akpabio, Senate Mi-
nority Leader, also in January 
this year called for the upward 
review of budgetary alloca-
tions to the judiciary to ensure 
quick dispensation of justice, 
and noted that as vice chair-
man of Senate Committee on 
Judiciary, he had information 
on the challenges confronting 
the judiciary, which includes 
a judge having not less than 
7,000 cases.



The Canvas: How SPDC mobilises new 
attitude, new thinking in Niger Delta
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T
wic e every we ek, 
the people of Niger 
D elta engage in a 
d i a l o g u e  o n  h o w 
best to maximise the 

opportunities at their feet and 
how to identify the openings 
available to them. They also 
talk about how not to destroy 
their future unknowingly.  

This comes to the people in 
a radio programme called Can-
vas…the Niger Delta Round-
table that runs on the two most 
powerful and most popular 
frequency modulated (fm) ra-
dio stations in the Garden City, 
Rhythm 93.7 and Nigeria Info 
92.3, in the prime morning and 
evening periods on Mondays 
and Wednesdays, respectively. 
Two of Nigeria’s most persua-
sive and compelling on-air-
personalities and interview 
hosts at the moment in the 
Niger Delta, Segun Owolabi of 
Silverbird (Rhythm) and Dayo 
Elusakin of Nigeria Info, guide 
carefully selected experts and 
non-political personalities at 
those sensitive times every 
week to lead a roundtable of 
the people, as they educate, 
c ouns el  and p ersuade the 
people of the oil region to be-
gin a new thinking, a positive 
thinking that could open their 
eyes to greater opportunities.  

The radio programme is 
a c ollab orative proje ct b e-
twe en the Shell Petroleum 
Development Company (SPDC) 
and the Rivers State govern-
ment (through the Ministry of 
Chieftaincy and Community 
Affairs). Owolabi, Rhythm’s 
general manager, is an authori-
tative talk-show host who has 
emerged as the voice of the 
Garden City public affairs. No 
important personality who 
has an imp ortant issue to 
trash would fail to set up an 
encounter with Segun, as he 
is popularly called right from 
when he was a presenter. 

Nigeria Info’s Dayo, on the 
other hand, is emerging as a 
witty and self-assured host 
who pokes fingers in the eyes 
of lions as far as public debate 
is concerned. They both honed 
their skills in western Nigeria 
where broadcast journalism 
started and where television 
broadcast started in 1963 in 
Ibadan. Present and past gov-
ernors of Rivers State and 
many ministers have squared 
up with either Segun or Dayo 
at important moments. 

Most breaking accusations 
and political twists emanate 
from Segun’s  Rhythm sta-
tion in particular, while most 
trending and topical develop-
ments flow over to Dayo’s Ni-

geria Info for provocative and 
comprehensive post-mortems.  

Apparently realising that 
these two stations in particular 
seem to dictate the pace and 
direction of public discourse 
and set agenda in the Niger 
D elta,  SPDC and the state 
government laid the canvas at 
both ends and have continued 
to invite top resource persons 
to come roll on it every Mon-
day morning and Wednesday 
evening rush hours for one 
full hour.  

The idea is  said to have 
originated in the womb of the 
External Relations division of 
SPDC in Port Harcourt, headed 
by the General Manager, Igo 
Weli, with two of his media 
relations sidekicks- Precious 
Okolob o (Lagos offic e)  and 
Joseph Obari, Port Harcourt- 
coordinating the production 
of the shows. According to a 
briefing note on the essence of 

the radio campaign sighted by 
BDSUNDAY, there is an urgent 
need to help direct thinking in 
the oil region. This is said to be 
as a realisation that the adop-
tion of more confrontational 
approach to resolve issues and 
conflicts has cost the region so 
much and likely to cost it even 
more in terms of flight of in-
vestments. The idea is to strike 
at what experts have described 
as ‘entitlement mentality’, 
where people, especially the 
youth do nothing but to wait 
for bags of money to drop on 
their laps instead of lacing up 
their canvases and grab await-
ing opportunities.  

The seemingly most danger-
ous scenario in the region is 
the inclination of most youth 
to vandalis e pip elines and 
to heat stolen crude oil in a 
very crude way to extract 
fuel to sell to buyers and in 
the process burn down facili-

ties, destroy the environment 
and cause mass damage. An 
over flight of most the Delta 
reveals a wasteland; burning 
waters, scorched lands, ruined 
forests, glistening creeks, and 
condemned vast-lands from 
these activities.  

Deeper even is the damage 
that however seems to show in 
the form of the hopelessness of 
most of today’s youth and their 
reluctance to take to entrepre-
neurship. There seems to be a 
dominance of the erroneous 
perception that those who take 
to entrepreneurship are school 
drop outs  and unfortunate 
persons without connection; 
a condescending perception 
of business people. The more 
the youth of the oil region look 
down on entrepreneurship, 
the deeper the region seems 
to sink in economic disparity 
in comparison with western 
Nigeria and the east. As the 

future of the world continues 
to run fast into the direction 
of entrepreneurship and smart 
economy, the fear seems to 
grow bigger that the region 
may miss out if a new orienta-
tion does not start now. 

SPDC began decades ago by 
creating scholarship schemes 
of various shades, at home 
and abroad,  to pro duc e an 
intellectual class that today 
rules the region. Weli who 
recast this at the University 
of Science & Technology (UST), 
now, Rivers State University, 
where a majority bulk of the 
state’s educated youth emerge 
per graduate from every year, 
talked of how Shell has built 
libraries to promote intellec-
tual feeding. “We built a model 
library right behind the Plea-
sure Park. We put $5m into it 
and we expect every student 
to make use of that place. The 
National librarian described it 
as the best library in Nigeria. I 
go there and read,” he said. 

He went on: “We have the 
normal scholarships and the 
Cradle-to-Career (C2C) pro-
gramme which seeks out 60 
brilliant but rural pupils and 
bring them to Port Harcourt 
in the best schools. We have 
the Post Graduate Scholar-
ships where we pick the best 
10 graduates from the Niger 
D elta mainly from Rivers, 
Bayelsa and Delta states to 
the UK. Most of them work 
in the oil companies such as 
Edafe Edivri who schooled in 
the UST. He is one of the guys 
in the first set that went to 
the UK and is one of the best 
talents in the exploration side 
of our business.” 

A guest on the radio show 
gave an interesting analysis of 
the emergence of the desire to 
claim entitlement: Those who 
chose education or applied 
themselves to entrepreneur-
ship seem to have created a 
super class at the top. Those 
who have not taken good op-
portunities or copied negative 
role models then feel a mad 
hunger at the bottom. This lat-
ter group of youth who simply 
want to be like the super class 
even without working for it, 
think it is a matter of right to 
ask and receive whatever they 
desire. This gave birth to the 
so-called ‘entitlement mentali-
ty’. The attendant consequence 
is that the youth seem ready 
to wait for whatever time it 
takes to become effortlessly 
rich and tend to shun what 
they believe are small-time 
jobs and businesses. As years 
go by, such youth miss both the 
big opportunities and the small 
ones they had ignored. This 
seems to have created a class 
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outcry is the relocation of the 
Dangote refining and petro-
chemicals chain to Lagos with 
over 149,000 job opportunities. 
He thinks it is private invest-
ments from around the world 
that the Niger Delta needs, 
not some of these tokens for 
which the youth seem to break 
all bones over. He thinks the 
people of the region ought to 
court investors and make the 
region the place of choice for 
those with funds to invest, and 
not playing scare mongers.  

He made it clear that oil 
companies especially Shell can 
do a lot of good things in social 
investment as if businesses 
could improve. “Some years 
ago, we had capacity to do even 
more. That capacity is being 
reduced by the harsh environ-
ment we find ourselves in. We 
say, there are better ways of 
managing disagreement and 

descent. We are not saying 
don’t disagree. It has positive 
sides, but it depends on how 
you manage the disagreement. 
Let’s go to the table and have a 
dialogue.” 

Weli went on: “That is why 
we collaborated with the Riv-
ers State Government to set up 
a platform for discussion, Can-
vas. It is to show to the world 
that we have better ways of 
disagreeing, that if you invest 
in the Niger Delta it is not go-
ing to be destroyed because 
people are not happy. There 
are ways of managing unhap-
piness. The current commis-
sioner for Chieftaincy (now 
former) has been very good. He 
listens to every complaint. Ev-
ery day he talks to community 
people and corporate organisa-
tions to try and resolve issues. 
That is what we are asking for.” 

The GM explained to the 

large body of university stu-
dents that SPDC has commu-
nity contact telephone lines 
and emails to ventilate their 
opinions.  “I  am not asking 
people to shut up or that SPDC 
is doing everything in every 
community. It is not normal, 
but in areas you think we can 
improve, let’s talk about it. 
That is how Lagos attracts in-
vestors; that are why a Nigeri-
an took $10bn to Lagos to build 
a refinery that should be here. 
I have no problem with that. It 
is how you make your bed that 
you lie on it. You cannot decree 
to an investor where to invest 
his money, except government, 
but a society can deliberately 

attract the investor. You can 
make good things to happen.” 

He said students have op-
p o r t u n i t y  fo r  i n t e r n s h i p , 
which helps them to enrich 
their knowledge and add value 
in their professional lines. 
They can get better jobs too. 
While in s cho ol,  a student 
would look out for those com-
panies that can absorb him 
later. “If the operating environ-
ment is the way it should be, 
then our younger ones would 
have opportunities to broaden 
their chances. I know we can 
do better.” 

H e  t o u c h e d  a  s e n s i t i ve 
chord when he said he could 
see buildings previously oc-
cupied by multinational oil 
c ompanies and oil  s ervic e 
companies now occupied by 
mere fast food outfits.  “No 
problem with fast food indus-
try but what does that mean to 
the economy of the state, the 
careers, and the economy of 
the Niger Delta? Some 20 years 
ago, virtually every graduat-
ing student wanted to come 
to the Niger Delta because of 
opportunity and the chances 
of getting a very good job. 
That has changed. So, let us 
ask why that has changed. It 
changed because of the choices 
we made. Let us make the right 
choices.” 

To Weli, it is not about Shell, 
it is not about oil, but about 
the ability of a people to know 
what is good for them and 
make right choices, to imbibe 
entrepreneurship and a life 
of creativity. It is about the 
future.  

To help drive home the new 
thinking, such personalities 
as Onene Osila Obele-Oshoko, 
a finance expert, accountant 
and administrator who pio-
ne ere d the state’s revenue 
b oard from dep endenc e to 
autonomous status, has once 
taken to the Canvas to preach 
to her people. The immediate 
past president of the Port Har-
court Chamber of Commerce, 
an engineer, Emeka Unachuk-
wu; who is a world acclaimed 
motivational speaker, has also 
bared his mind on how the oil 
region can leverage its oppor-
tunities to get ahead. The pres-
ent president of PHCCIMA, 
a medical doctor and former 
commissioner in the state, Emi 
Membre-Otaji, Chuks Ofolue 
of BRACED Commission, and 
John Bazia, immediate past 
Commissioner for Chieftaincy 
Affairs in Rivers State have 
come to the Canvas too. Yet, 
university vice chancellors, 
leaders of various professions, 
and other notable resource 
p ers ons have c ontinue d to 
line up twice a week to take 
the people of the region to the 
Canvas to sketch to them what 
the future could be through 
a new orientation. The hope 
is that soon, as Weli said last 
weekend, the people would 
begin to weigh these messages 
and take informed decisions. 
The result could be a brighter 
future for a delicate region.   

in the middle (not middle class, 
please) who reject poverty but 
are not rich. These ones seem 
to hold the region hostage at 
the moment

The radio programme runs 
on the philosophy that since 
it was such wrong ideas that 
slipped into the heads of the 
youth in the first place, cor-
rect and consistent messaging 
through home-grown resource 
persons could also sink in and 
make a change in the upcom-
ing ones.  

Weli is one of the sons of the 
oil region burning with anger 
over waste of opportunities 
by the present generation. He 
seems to brim with passion 
on how to get the youth of the 
region to think well and grab 
the future now. Each time he 
talks in public, he lays bare 
the opp ortunities  sl ipping 
away by the day. His present 

Weli is one 
of the sons of 
the oil region 
burning with 
anger over 
waste of op-
portunities by 
the present 
generation
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When social media comments 
cross national redline

Politics

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

President Muhammadu Buhar

E
l e c t i o n s  m ay 
not be won on 
s o c i a l  m e d i a 
but perceptions 
a r e  s h a p e d 

here. More often than 
not, these perceptions 
even influence the so-
called ‘legacy media,’” 
these are the words of 
respected Nigeran blog-
ger, columnist and social 
media expert, Japheth 
Omojuwa.

It is an established fact 
that the then opposition 
party, the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), had been 
the biggest beneficiary 
of social media, as it took 
advantage of the frustra-
tions of young Nigerians 
against the then ruling 
party - the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) - on 
social media, to win the 
2015 general elections.

Social media provides 
unhindere d spac e for 
young Nigerians to ven-
tilate their frustrations 
on issues they wouldn’t 
have commented on in 
the conventional media.

According to telecom-
munications industry 
regulator - the Nigerian 
Communications Com-
mission (NCC) - the coun-
try’s internet users stand 
at 91 million. Analysts 
say any politician that 
ignores the nation’s Inter-
net population does so at 
his own peril.

They posited that just 
like the last general polls, 
social media will play 
an important role in the 
2019 general elections, 
as it represents the new 
demography coming up.

In July, the National 
Council on Information 
(NCI) said social media 
might take over the 2019 
elections because Nige-
rians have come to rely 
on whatever they find 
on social media than on 
conventional media.

In recent times, the 
platform has become part 
and parcel of Nigeria’s 
political environment. 
For instance, in 2010, 
it was instrumental to 
the ‘Enough is Enough’ 
campaign for the then 
Vice President Goodluck 
Jonathan to b e made 
Acting President. Two 
years later, the platform 
was deploye d for the 
#OccupyNigeria protest 
against fuel hike by for-
mer President Jonathan. 
Similarly, in 2016, stiff 
opposition in the social 

media community forced 
the Nigerian Senate to 
withdraw the controver-
sial Frivolous Petition 
Bill,  popularly known 
as anti-social media bill. 
The proposal sponsored 
by Deputy Senate Leader, 
Bala Ibn Na’Allah, was 
aimed at regulating ac-
tivities on the network 
by imposing harsh pen-
alties for tweets or text 
messages that conveyed 
statements considered 
untrue against an institu-
tion of government.

Governments at all 
levels place importance 
on the platform, to the 
extent that President Mu-
hammadu Buhari; Senate 
President Bukola Saraki; 
most state governors and 
top political leaders have 
aides on social media.

However, there is an 
emerging trend, which 
some concerned political 
observers say could derail 
the immense benefits the 
platform provides, if not 
well checked. Besides be-
ing a platform to inform, 
educate and entertain, 
social media has become 
a double-edged sword. 
There are concerns over 
the use of the platform 
for spreading hate speech, 
circulation of false infor-
mation and manipulating 
p e ople’s  images using 

Photoshop software.
In Nigeria, this takes 

the form of Pro-Buhari 
and Pro-Jonathan groups 
making uncomplimentary 
remarks against one an-
other, while ethnic groups 
threaten ‘war’ against an-
other on the Internet.

The development is 
not restricted to Nige-
ria alone. In the United 
States of America, Con-
servatives and Liberals 
are also engaged in ven-
omous rhetoric against 
one another. Citing secu-
rity reasons, Botswana’s 
army in 2012 banne d 
soldiers from using Face-
book, Twitter and other 
social media sites.

In his first national 
broadcast after over three 
months medical treat-
ment in the United King-
dom, President Muham-
madu Buhari expressed 
concern over the use of 
s o cial  me dia by s ome 
elements to spread false-
hood in addition to pro-
moting hate speeches, 
violence, anarchy and 
confusion in the country.

The President, whose 
death rumour had gone 
viral on the Internet dur-
ing his medical treatment 
in London, expressed dis-
pleasure at social media 
comments that ‘crossed 
our national red lines’, 

promising to crack down 
on anything that disturbs 
the unity of the country.

“In the course of my 
stay in the United King-
dom, I have been kept in 
daily touch with events 
at home. Nigerians are 
robust and lively in dis-
cussing their affairs, but 
I was distressed to notice 
that some of the com-
ments, especially in the 
social media have crossed 
our national red lines by 
daring to question our 
collective existence as a 
nation. This is a step too 
far,” he said.

Two weeks ago, Vice-
President Yemi Osinbajo 
had said that thenceforth, 
the Federal Government 
would treat hate speech 
as terrorism, while the 
Nigerian military warned 
against the dangers of so-
cial media-induced hate 
speech to national secu-
rity and development of 
the country.

As a follow-up to the 
President’s warning, the 
army revealed that the 
military had set up strate-
gic media centres to moni-
tor anti-government com-
ments on social media.

S p eaking on Chan-
nels Television, Director 
of Defence Information, 
Major-General John En-
enche said the military 

has started paying more 
attention to the activi-
ties of Nigerians on social 
media as a reaction to the 
rise in misinformation 
and hate speeches that 
have gripped the country. 
He said these actions are 
capable of jeopardising 
the security and unity 
of the country, and that 
the military is ready to 
prevent that.

He bemoaned the use 
of social media to spread 
falsehood and promote 
hate speeches in Nigeria, 
arguing that such trend 
has the potential of ignit-
ing crisis.

H e  s a i d :  “ I m a g i n e 
when the President came 
back and addressed the 
nation, not up to 30 min-
utes later, a fake speech of 
the Commander-in-Chief 
was being circulated in 
order to do what? To de-
rail the people.

“If you are not very 
sharp and if you didn’t 
listen to the speech or you 
don’t have a copy of it like 
I had it almost immedi-
ately, you wouldn’t know. 
So, looking at it from that 
perspective, it is a chal-
lenge everywhere.”

The NCI, the highest 
policy-making body for 
information articulation 
and delivery in the coun-
try, has also suggested the 
setting up of a council to 
regulate the use of social 
media in Nigeria.

The recommendation 
was part of a communi-
qué issued at the end of 
Extraordinary Meeting of 
NCI on Hate Speeches, Fake 
News and National Unity 
held in Jos, Plateau State.

The Council presided 
over by the Minister of 
Information and Culture, 
Lai Mohammed, recom-
mended the use of strin-
gent measures in check-
ing conventional media 
and their programmes.

The Council noted that 
there was no way vetting 
and editing posts on Social 
media could be possible 
since it has no address.

I t  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d 
that information man-
agers at the state level 
should open a website 
that would immediately 
counter report of any 
misinformation posted on 
social media.

It further recommend-
ed the killing of whatever 
is assumed or presumed 
to be hate speeches or 
fake news or misinfor-
mation by the informa-
tion managers in various 
states on social media.

Speaking on the devel-
opment, Yinusa Tanko, 
National Chairman, Na-
tional Conscience Party 
(NCP) ,  attr ibute d the 
rumours surrounding 
the President’s death to 
hoarding of information 
by the Presidency.

In a chat with BDSUN-
DAY, c ommunications 
specialist, Anayo Okocha, 
described moves to regu-
late social media as an at-
tempt to gag free speech 
and abuse the rights of 
Nigerians as enshrined in 
the Constitution.

According to him, it 
is unnecessary to police 
social media, adding that 
it is a platform which 
extends the editorial role 
to the individual who 
must monitor themselves 
based upon his or her eth-
ical standards. He pointed 
out that it is up to the con-
sumer of social media to 
establish a relationship of 
trust with the particular 
follower.

“Social media is intend-
ed to be that way. This is 
what makes it different 
from traditional media 
that is moderated by edi-
torial lines and profes-
sional ethics of fairness, 
objectivity among others.

“To expect social media 
to constrain itself the 
way traditional media 
does is to fail to under-
stand what social media 
is and its role in informa-
tion circulation. Once so-
cial media is regulated, it 
would defeat its purpose,” 
Okocha argued.

But  a  s o cial  me dia 
enthusiast, Taiye Olug-
benga disagreed, pointing 
out that there should be 
tough measures on how 
to manage social media 
content.

Olugbenga explained 
that because of the coun-
try’s history and the fact 
that no nation can survive 
two civil wars, it is not 
good to post or share hate 
speeches on social media. 
He therefore canvassed 
for the regulation of social 
media to avoid abuse.

His words: “Current-
ly, it is more difficult to 
control the use of social 
media. But, regulations 
are needed. The majority 
of teenagers are addicted 
to the social media and 
sometimes abuse social 
media which is wrong. If 
nothing is done, this will 
be the legacy for genera-
tions and generations.

“Punishment should 
be set for anyone who 
uses social media irre-
sponsibly. More training 
is needed to teach people 
how they could responsi-
bly use those platforms. 
The use of social media 
doesn’t require anyone 
to attend school but it is 
about self-control”.



Of rumble in Edo Assembly 
and citizens’ perception

A
ugust 14, 2017 im-
peachment of the 
former speaker of 
Edo State House of 
Assembly, Justin 

Okonoboh has again ignited 
political leadership debacle in 
the state.

Okonoboh (APC) represent-
ing Igueben constituency of 
Edo Central senatorial district 
was impeached and suspended 
for three months along with 
his deputy Elizabeth Ativie 
(APC), Uhunmwode and Foly 
Ogedengbe (APC), Owan East 
constituency, respectively, while 
Magnus Izehi-Igbas (PDP), Esan 
North-East 11 was suspended 
for his alleged unruly behav-
iour during the impeachment 
process.

The 16 lawmakers that al-
legedly signed the impeach-
ment notice however, elected 
Adjoto Kabiru (APC), Akoko-
Edo constituency 1 as the new 
speaker, Victor Edoror (APC), 
Esan Central, the former im-
peached speaker as the deputy 
speaker and Roland Asoro (APC) 
Orhionmwon 11 as the majority 
leader.

Adjoto is from Edo North 
senatorial district with the in-
cumbent deputy governor of the 
state, Philip Shaibu and also by 
historical record, the first elected 
House of Assembly member 
from the Akoko-Edo extraction 
that has occupied the position 
of speaker right from the First 
Republic to date.

The new leadership of the 
house has attributed the im-
peachment of the principal offi-
cers to incompetence, treachery, 
gross misconduct, greed and 
monumental fraud.

Adjoto, who briefed news-
men immediately after the 
impeachment, gave detailed 
reasons that necessitated the 
impeachment thus:

“For selfish reason, the speak-
er will adjourn plenary session 
because his wife is doing birth-
day or his son is doing gradua-
tion at Covenant University. Or 
he wants to organise party for 
his son at the NYSC camp.

“Between May, June and July 
we only worked for three weeks. 
The speaker adjourned sitting 
more than six weeks in June 
and July. But today is August 
14, 2017, we are just resuming 
since the beginning of the month 
and the house is also expected 
to adjourn again next week for 
another four weeks for the nor-
mal holiday.

“The wife as I said earlier 
has suddenly turned herself to 
the 25 members of the house. 

Edo State House of Assembly is again in the news following the impeachment of the 
speaker and two other principal officers. IDRIS UMAR MOMOH writes that the impeach-
ment has generated political and ethnic narratives among the electorate.

Sunday 27,  August  2017SUNDAYBD C002D555614

Politics

Elizabeth Ativie

Edo State House of Assembly, Adjoto Kabiru  

Ordinarily, we are elected 24 
members but you discovered 
that the wife turned herself to 
the 25 members to the extent 
that anything we discussed at 
the executive session, the wife 
will hear and start calling our 
wives telling them about what 
we discussed and that they 
should tell us not to carry out 
our plans.

“The wife uses the speaker’s 
vehicles and convoy at random, 
as if she is Mr. Speaker. The other 
day, the wife and the son used 
the speaker’s official vehicle 
and they patrolled the NYSC 
camp and when the soldiers and 
policemen there saw the vehicle 
coming they all stood hoping 
that it was the speaker only for 
the wife and the son to alight 
from the vehicle. That is desecra-
tion of the parliament,” he said.

He also added, “Mr. Speaker is 
not supposed to be a contractor 
at all but you discovered that he 
awards contracts without fol-
lowing due process to himself. 
He just came back from the 
United States of America three 
or four weeks ago where he 
claimed he visited eight states. 
He said he visited Florida, Chi-
cago, New Jersey, among others.

“He joyfully told us how he 
toured America whereas he shut 
down plenary session. We are 
not supposed to go on break but 
because he was going to America 
to organise party for his son that 
graduated, he shut down the 

house, stopping us from working 
for Edo State people.

“We have talked and cau-
tioned him severally at the 
executive session, privately and 
openly but he refused to listen 
to us that as a speaker, he rep-
resents an institution, a symbol 
and supposed to be very careful 
in the way and manners he 
conducted himself both within 
and outside the parliament,” he 
added.

The impeachment of Oko-
noboh was the second since the 
inauguration of the current sixth 
assembly in 2015. There had 
been four speakers. The speak-
ers so far emerged are Victor 
Edoror, who was impeached and 
replaced with Elizabeth Ativie 
while Ativie stepped down for 
Justin Okonoboh on principle of 
mutual understanding of all the 
members to balance the political 
equation leadership in the state.

Available statistics revealed 
that June 8, 2015 Victor Edoror 
(APC), Esan Central from Edo 
Central senatorial district was 
elected speaker for the sixth as-
sembly, Bright Osayande (APC) 
Ovia North-East 11 as deputy 
speaker, Foly Ogedengbe (APC) 
Owan East, majority leader,  
Osazemwinde Eghe-Sunday 
(APC),Ovia North-East 1, deputy 
leader, Sunday Aghedo (APC) 
Ovia South-West, Chief Whip 
while Monday Ehighalua (PDP), 
Esan West as minority leader.

With the imp eachment 

of Victor Edoror on May 3, 
2016, Elizabeth Ativie (APC) 
Uhunmwode from Edo South 
senatorial district emerged the 
speaker, Justin Okonoboh (APC) 
Igueben, deputy speaker, Foly 
Ogedengbe still retains the po-
sition of majority leader; Henry 
Okhuarobo (APC)Ikpoba-Okha 
emerged the new deputy leader, 
Adjoto Kabiru was made the 
Chief Whip while Patrick Iluobe 
(PDP) Esan North-East 1 emerged 
the minority leader.

But on July 26, 2016 before 
the governorship election in the 
course of legislation to balance 
the position in the state, the 
House however, agreed to swop 
the position of speaker and depu-
ty between Elizabeth Ativie and 
Justin Okonoboh, respectively 
while other principal positions 
remain unchanged.

With the conduct of the 2016 
governorship election in the 
state, Godwin Obaseki from 
Edo South senatorial district 
emerged the governor while 
Philip Shaibu from Edo North 
senatorial district become the 
deputy governor and while by 
political convenience and bal-
ance the speakership position 
was zone to Edo central senato-
rial district.

Since the impeachment there 

have been rumblings by stake-
holders in the political develop-
ment condemning the manner 
and processes that culminated 
to the emergence of the new 
speaker, agitation to return the 
position to the Edo central sena-
torial district while others hailed 
the processes.

The Benin monarch described 
the action of the lawmakers as 
display of political hooliganism 
and barbarism

A press statement issued by 
the Chief Secretary to the Benin 
monarch, Desmond Agbama 
and made available to newsmen 
reminded the lawmakers of the 
need to abide by the democratic 
principle of fair play, equal right 
and justice for all in whatever 
they do.

According to the statement, 
His Royal Majesty, Omo N’Oba 
N’Edo Uku Akpolokpolo, Oba 
Ewuare II, Oba of Benin has 
frowned at the display of politi-
cal hooliganism and barbarism 
by members of the Edo State 
House of Assembly on Monday 
August 14, 2017 during leader-
ship change in the parliament.

“The Oba of Benin says he is 
not against leadership change in 
the Assembly, but reasoned that 
the frequent violent changes in 
the leadership of the House are 
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Otaru of Auchi, Aliru Momoh, Ikelebe 111

Victor Edoror, former speaker of the house

capable of negating the interest 
of the people which ought to be 
paramount to the lawmakers at 
all times.

“The Benin Monarch who 
watched with great disappoint-
ment- the throwing of chairs and 
THE fisticuff among members 
of the Assembly says it does not 
portray them as honourable 
members, as it is a sign of despera-
tion for power.

The Oba of Benin reminds the 
legislators of the need to abide by 
the democratic principle of fair 
play, equal right and justice for 
all in whatever they do”, it stated.

The Oba’s position was cor-
roborated and supported  by tra-
ditional rulers in Edo North and 
Edo Central senatorial districts 
during a summit held at the pal-
ace of the Otaru of Auchi, Aliru. 
H. Momoh, Ikelebe 111.

The Otaru, who addressed 
journalists after the meeting said 
the traditional rulers from the 
two senatorial districts supported 
comments of the Oba of Benin 
who described the action of the 
lawmakers as an act of barbarism 
and hooliganism.

Otaru noted that the power 
balancing factor in the state has 
been displaced with the removal 
of Okonoboh, urging the state 
lawmakers to return to status 
quo by ensuring that a lawmaker 
from Edo Central senatorial dis-
trict is made Speaker.

“We are meeting the Oba. We 
will send delegation to the Benin 
Monarch to inform him that we 
support him on his comments as 
regards what happened at the 
Edo State House of Assembly.

“We feel that equity, justice 
must prevail. Edo Central must 
have somebody who should be 
the Speaker of Edo State House 
of Assembly. We are going to see 
what we can do to bring justice 
to the state over that matter. A 
balancing factor has to be made 
which was in place. That has 

been displaced and it is not a good 
thing for us if we have to navigate 
justice”, he added.

Apart from the royal rum-
blings, coalition of civil societies 
as well as Esan Youth Movement 
(EYM) also joined in the condem-
nation galore. 

The coalition of civil societ-
ies made up of People Freedom 
Movement, Talakawa Parlia-
ment and the Alliance of Nigeri-
an Students Against Neo-Liberal 
Attacks (ANSA) at a press confer-
ence called on stakeholders and 
Edo State governor to intervene 
in the crisis rocking the house 
in order to bring back peace to 
the it.

They urged the house to bring 
back the impeached speaker, 
Justin Okonoboh as the speaker 
of the house with a view to 
balancing the political power in 
the state

“We watched with the sad-
dest mood, the unlegislative, 
monstrous and ‘agberolistic’ 
impeachment of Hon. Justin 
Okonoboh where members of 
the Edo State House of Assembly 
turned the hallowed chambers 
into a war front to enforce the 
uncultured removal of Justin 
Okonoboh without recourse 
to democratic and legislative 
principles.

“The Honourable members 
have shown to us that they are 
only there in the parliament to 
represent their selfish interests. 
The impeachment of an Esan 
man as the speaker negates the 
political balance of equation and 
power. We cannot be mute on 
the marginalisation of the Esan 
people.

“We condemn in totality the 
‘agberolistic’ and unprincipled 
impeachment of the speaker, 
Hon. Justin Okonoboh in the 
house. We call on all stakehold-
ers and Edo State Governor to 
intervene in the crisis rocking 
the house to bring peace back to 

the assembly and for Hon. Justin 
Okonoboh to be called back and 
retain his position as the speaker 
for there to be balance of power,” 
they posited.

On their part, the Esan Youth 
Movement also called on the 
governor of the state, Godwin 
Obaseki and the state leaders of 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) to use their good offices 
to prevail on the lawmakers to 
reconvene and elect one out of 
the other five lawmakers from 
the Edo central senatorial district 
as the new speaker of the house

They contended that the 
import of the unceremonious 
and acrimonious removable of 
Okonoboh as the speaker of the 
assembly was a complete and 
unjust shut out of the topmost 
leadership positions across the 
three arms of government at the 
state level- namely, the executive, 
legislature and the judiciary.

They further noted that the 
secretary to the state govern-
ment, Osarodion Ogie is from 
Edo South, Chief of Staff from 
Edo North, the State Governor 
Godwin Obaseki and the current 
minister of state of Health Osagie 
Ehanire from Edo South

The movement opined that 
the latest impeachment was a 
plot to finally nail the political 
casket of Edo central people, 
pointing out that the speakership 
position was forcefully taken 
from Edo central to Edo North.

The condemnation of the 
traditional rulers, civil society 
and Esan Youth Movement was 
however, countered by Afemai 
People’s Movement (APM), who 
advised the traditional rulers to 
steer clear of politics in the state

The statement signed by one 
Osikhotse Muhammed, President 
of the movement, noted that Edo 
State House of Assembly is an 
independent arm of government 
and has the right to select who 
becomes its leader based on trust, 
integrity, honesty and legislative 

experience.
Muhammed said 21 out of 

the 24 members of the Edo State 
House of Assembly are unani-
mous on the speakership of Ad-
joto Kabiru, wondering how six 
traditional rulers from Edo North 
and Central senatorial district 
turned themselves to become 
the 25th member of the house to 
decide for the people of the state.

He further opined that it was 
unfair for the six traditional rul-
ers from Etsako to gather and 
make decision for the entire 
Afemai people with over thirty 
traditional rulers.

He added that the election of 
Adjoto Kabiru from Edo North 
senatorial district as the speaker 
of the house in addition to the 
deputy governor from the same 
zone was synonymous with the 
arrangement where the governor 
of the state with the chief judge 

of the state are from the same 
senatorial district.

The president of the move-
ment however, called on the 
traditional rulers to leave political 
issues for politicians and respect 
the throne they hold or resign 
and join politics.

He remarked that the body 
will not sit and watch any Afemai 
person, no matter how highly 
placed, to champion any evil 
against the speaker of the house 
and by extension the Afemai 
people.

Some observers say that al-
though political balancing is very 
important, emphasis must be on 
performance. They also flayed a 
situation where individuals and 
groups begin to heat up the polity 
only when a situation is not in 
their favour whereas they go to 
sleep when they are enjoying a 
negative development.

The analysts recalled that 
during the first tenure of the 
immediate past governor of the 
state, Adams Oshiomhole, the 
former PDP speaker of the house, 
Zakawanu Garuba was from the 
same Estsako West Local Govern-
ment Area with the governor 
besides being from Edo North 
senatorial district.

They also noted that Elizabeth 
Ativie from Edo South senatorial 
district with the immediate past 
deputy governor, Pius Odubu, 
was speaker for over two months 
before swapping the position 
with Okonoboh.

They  said that in all of the 
above cited scenarios, there were 
no agitations from members of 
the public either from the civil so-
cieties, traditional rulers among 
others, to correct the alleged 
political imbalance occasioned 
by the change of leadership in 
the House of Assembly. They 
wonder why there is so much 
controversy over the current 
development.

Political watchers and indi-
genes of Edo State are anxiously 
watching and waiting to see 
where the pendulum of the 
speakership will swing to at the 
end of the day.

 

Justine Okonoboh
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Akwa Ibom to spend N2bn on 
proposed governor’s lodge in Lagos

Ogun harmonises tolls, 
levies for economic growth 

Kwara spent over N7bn on 20 
road projects in one year – KWSG 

A
s a response to 
regular requests 
of the bodies of 
organised pri-

vate sector, including the 
Manufacturers Associa-
tion of Nigeria (MAN), 
the Nigeria Chambers of 
Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture 
(NACCIMA), among oth-
ers, Ogun State govern-
ment has harmonised 
tolls and levies payable 
by trucks, trailers and 
heavy duty vehicles that 
transport raw materials 
and finished goods within 
and outside the state. 

It harmonises various 
tolls and levies which 
manufacturers and trans-
porters operating in the 
state, pay to different gov-
ernment ministries which 
include Ministries of Com-
merce and Industry, Envi-
ronment, Forestry and 
Agriculture on produce, 
logs and timbers, raw ma-
terials, finished goods and 
industrial wastes. 

As a result of the har-
monisation, state gov-
ernment now approves 
and issues customised 
stickers to manufactur-
ers and transporters to 

K
wara State gov-
e r n m e n t  h a s 
disclosed that it 
sp ent over N7 

billion to finance 20 proj-
ects under its much-talk-
ed-about infrastructure 
development fund (IF-K) 
from 2016 till date, 

T h e  s t at e  c o m m i s -
sioner for Works and 
Transport, Aro Yahayha 
dropped the hint in Ilorin 
when he featured on Me-
dia Parliament, an inter-
active session organised 
by the Kwara State Coun-
cil of the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists (NUJ) in Ilorin, 
the state capital. 

The Commissioner, 
who said the completed 
projects were sited based 
on needs assessment and 
that there ‘‘was no favou-
ritism’, assured that with 
the pool of funds available 
through the IF-k fund, 
no ongoing road project 
would be left uncom-
pleted by the expiration 
of the tenure of governor 
Abdulfattah Ahmed in 
2019.

He said some of the 
completed road projects 

Politics

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo
RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 

Criticism had 
greeted the re-
port of a new 
governor’s lodge 
at a time funds 
were needed for 
the execution of 
many projects in-
cluding the pay-
ment of pensions 
and gratuities of 
retired public sec-
tor workers.

fight against multiple toll 
collection points and curb 
illegal and indiscriminate 
activities of touts who 
swindle manufacturers 
and transporters in the 
name of toll collection 
and other levies, thereby 
stimulating the economy.

Speaking on the devel-
opment, Adewale Oshi-
nowo, commissioner for 
Finance, declared that 
proper documentation 
and easy payment process 
must be done for both 
corporate bodies and in-
dividuals to save huge 
funds wasted to multiple 
toll collection and taxa-

included one that had 
been under construction 
for over 12 years.  

Some of the completed 
projects according to the 
commissioner, included; 
c onstruction of Oniju 
Street Babaloma, con-
struction of Oloro Palace 
Road, Rehabilitation of 
Oko Bridge and Rehabili-
tation of Fate Roundabout 
to Agric, Ilorin

Also listed were Re-
habilitation of Adualere-
Isale Koto Ojagboro, Ilorin, 
Rehabilitation of Henry 
George- Agbo-Oba Road, 
Construction of Obbo-Ile 

tion as government has 
created a one-stop shop 
for all fees and charges by 
Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies.

Oshinowo explained 
that cumbersome nature 
of the existing payment 
methods where payers 
would pay each Ministry 
separately at numerous 
toll points was uncon-
ventional and not helping 
business to thrive, saying 
the new toll regime will 
have designated points 
across the 57 Local Gov-
ernments (LGs) and Lo-
cal Council Development 
Areas (LCDAs) of the state. 

Isapa Road, Rehabilita-
tion of Old Garage Central 
Mosque, Mission Road 
Rehabilitation of Henry 
George Roundabout Mini 
Campus-Sammill Road 
Junction and Construc-
tion of Oko Idofin Odo-
Ase/Odo Aga among oth-
ers.

Yahaya who revealed 
that 7 more projects were 
almost completed while 
18 were ongoing all be-
ing funded through the 
IF-K fund, clarified that 
any contractor that was 
yet to be paid form com-
pleted projects were those 

Governor Udom Emmanuel

Governor Ibikunle Amosun

A
k w a  I b o m 
S t a t e  g o v -
ernment is 
to spend N2 
b i l l i o n  fo r 

the construction of the 
Governor’s lodge in La-
gos and not N9 billion as 
reported by a section of 
media particularly social 
media platforms.

Charles Udoh , com-
missioner for information 
and strategy, who gave 
the clarification while 
speaking in Uyo, the state 
capital expressed shock at 
the “deliberate and mali-
cious attempt to mislead 
the public by the sponsors 
of the falsehood,”  saying 
the cost allocated to the 
proposed lodge in  the 
supplementary budget re-
cently passed by the state 
assembly is N2billion.

Criticism had greeted 
the report of a new gover-
nor’s lodge at a time funds 
were needed for the ex-
ecution of many projects 
including the payment of 
pensions and gratuities 
of retired public sector 
workers.

Udoh said:  “N500m 
was provided for the proj-
ect in the 2017 budget and 
N1.5 billion added in the 
supplementary budget 
recently passed by the 
Akwa Ibom State House 
of Assembly.”

According to him, it 
has become imperative to 
have a befitting governor’s 
lodge in Lagos being the 
commercial nerve centre 
of the country, pointing 
out that every state in 
Nigeria and every country 
that has diplomatic ties 
with Nigeria maintains 
reasonable presence in 
Lagos.

He therefore,  won-
dered why the case of 
Akwa Ibom should be 
different. According to 
the Commissioner, a cost/
benefit analysis shows it 
would be cheaper in the 
medium to long term to 
have an ideal state pres-
ence in the commercial 
capital of Nigeria cater-
ing for the accommoda-
tion and business meeting 
needs of the state.

He maintained that it 
would be better to build a 
befitting Akwa Ibom State 
Governor’s lodge in Ikoyi; 
a more serene environ-
ment, than commit huge 
funds into renovating 
the dilapidated and long 
abandoned one on Victo-
ria Island, Lagos.

The move away from 
Victoria Island, accord-

ing to the Commissioner, 
“is not peculiar to Akwa 
Ibom State, as many other 
states and countries that 
also had presence on Vic-
toria Island were equally 
doing so, because of the 
need to ensure security 
and serenity around their 
properties.”

Reiterating the com-
mitment of the present 
administration to the judi-
cious use of resources, the 
Commissioner said Gover-
nor Emmanuel deserves 
commendation for never 
failing to pay salaries of 
public servants as and 
when due, and for bring-
ing the state to a level 
where Akwa Ibom people 
now enjoy up to 18 hours 
of public power supply, 

owing to huge investment 
in the electricity sector.

Also, to underscore 
the progress made by the 
administration in the in-
dustrial sector, Udoh men-
tioned that apart from 
his laudable initiatives of 
leading Akwa Ibom State 
into a new era of agricul-
tural prosperity, Governor 
Udom Emmanuel has de-
fied all odds to attract huge 
volumes of foreign direct 
investment to the state 
and provide the enabling 
environment for these 
investments to thrive. 
This fact was attested to in 
the 2017 National Bureau 
of Statistics Report that 
listed Akwa Ibom as the 
2nd largest destination of 
foreign direct investment 
in Nigeria in 2016. Addi-
tionally, government has 
set up a Syringe factory 
that is set to become the 
largest in Africa when it 
comes on stream in Sep-
tember 2017.

Udoh advised the pub-
lic to be wary of believing 
every information put out 
in the media, especially 
by self-acclaimed citizen 
journalists, who lack ru-
dimentary journalistic 
trainings that emphasise 
truth and adequate veri-
fication of information 
before giving them out to 
the public.

He cautione d thos e 
w h o  a l w ay s  w a n t  t o 
play p olitics with the 
aim of  thwarting the 
noble intentions of the 
governor to desist from 
such, but rather think 
of better ways to engage 
themselves.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Governor Ahmed
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With ElizabEth archibong

that had taken over the 
President’s office and some 
even mounting guard on 
the coat of arms. there was 
even by the rats association 
of nigeria reacting to the 
allegations that they had 
vandalized the President’s 
office. nigerians are just jolly 
good fellows, we never miss 
an opportunity to get high 
on comedy.

nigerians totally turned 
away from that speech and 
the fact that the President 
had stayed away for too long 
or that they really want-
ed to know the true state 
of things. Personally, i am 
happy that the President is 
back and through the as-
signments, he carried out 
last week i noticed his voice 
was stronger and yes he also 
looked stronger so much so 
that he even threw jibes at 
those who came to protest 
in front of the abuja house 
in london.

“in fact, some groups in 
london came and sang the 
national anthem and asked 
that i should go back home, 
indeed i have come back 
home. i hope those who went 
there are not stuck there, 
they will come back and join 
us,” he said when he met with 
governors under the aegis 
of the nigerian governors 
Forum (ngF) on Friday.

Earlier same day, the 
president met with the lead-
ership of the all Progressives 
congress, aPc, and the op-
position People’s Democratic 
Party, PDP. though they 
made it out to be a courtesy 
visit, for me it was a great 
unique opportunity to sub-
tly pass on his message to the

party whose members 
went on and on about him 
being incapacitated or 
worse. Funny enough, the 
President took time to shake 
hands with  every one of 
them so that they will know 
it is him in the flesh.

i’ll just agree that it was 
a meeting to prove national 
unity just as the President 
said in his speech. Did i men-
tion that the PDP offered 
to help the President in his 
anti-graft war?

lest i forget, all the poli-
ticians had to use the hand 
sanitizer before going in for 
that meeting. they thought 
me a politician too and i was 
asked to sanitise my hands, 
of course i did. My hands 
are clean.

ures for President buhari. 
besides, they shouted invec-
tive on those who had led 
the resume or resign protests 
saying they will catch ebola. 
it was fun but it was scary 
too to see such a crowd take 
over the roads.

Fast forward, it was in-
deed a crazy day for journal-
ists and officials of govern-
ment but no doubt i went to 
bed tired and fulfilled that 
the speculations had finally 
ended. he was back for good 
and it didn’t matter what 
anyone thought chased him 
back home, there are differ-
ent versions out there but i 
will just prefer to stick to my 
line of thought which says 
thank god he is back. People 
have been asking if he is 
returning to london soon, 
take a chill pill friends, this 
time we have did not have 
the pleasure of hearing him 
talk about his sojourn in the 
Queen’s land just maybe he 
would have mentioned that 
he planned to return soon.

then came his broad-
cast speech. i waited for 
that speech and must say 
it disappointed me a bit. 
Just a bit though. like other 
nigerians, i expected much 
more and this is not about 
the volume but the content. 
i wanted him to comment 
on the economy, pacify ni-
gerians who had started 
running haywire in his ab-
sence and that is including 
other promises his admin-
istration is yet to deliver on 
and things that will just give 
nigerians some hope.

on the other hand, i 
loved his speech on security. 
i felt like that right there is 
one of the reasons that nige-
rians voted for him. this no 
nonsense stance, just cut to 
the chase and true to effect 
some of those trouble rous-
ing elements are already 
calling themselves to order. 
the king has spoken.

after all the excitement 
and jubilation those creepy 
spoilers appeared and short-
changed us or they were 
accused of doing so. the 
statement was credited to 
a presidential spokesman 
who said that Mr. President 
will be working from home 
because his office had been 
infested by rodents in his 
absence. the humour was 
unbeatable and the social 
media space went agog with 
conversations and memes 
showing all forms and posi-
tions of rats. on first impulse, 
i thought it was an actual 
joke until i understood that 
he actually said it.  then 
it dawned on me that this 
was a publicity stunt and 
yes i think this stunt that 
worked. Social media sites 
and cartoons were inun-
dated with jokes of the rats 

A week of mixed feelings 
as Buhari returned

i 
could not find the right 
words to express the 
drama that categorized 
the last week no matter 

how hard i tried. President 
Muhammadu buhari,aka 
the lion King - nigeria’s 
messiah, finally returned 
home after 104days to chase 
out all the hyenas and jack-
als threatening to run the-
country down.

but it turned out to be a 
case of rats chasing out the 
lion king from his lair into 
partial hiding. Pardon me 
but these were the domi-
nant rhetoric on social me-
dia last week. as it turned 
out, comedy and laughter 
poured out in huge torrents.

let’s take it from the top. 
When the news finally broke 
that the president was re-
turning home on august 
19 after more than three 
months on medical leave in 
london, i was elated. More 
out of relief and gratitude 
that he was returning, and 
hopefully in better health. it 
was like the second coming 
of christ, except that after 
having waited for so long, his 
own day was finally upon us.

 as expected, no journal-
ist in the State house Press 
could have another

minute of ease after read-
ing the statement. Ques-
tions of when and where 
he would land started to 
pour in.  We spent hours 
at the presidential wing of 
nnamdi azikiwe airport, 
abuja, anxiously await-
ing the king’s arrival. after 
pleasantries on arrival, the 
President, at the last min-
ute, opted to return to aso 
rock by road rather than 
in a chopper as has been his 
practice. he was obviously 
briefed of the crowd of sup-
porters doting the roadside 
to the airport, waiting to 
catch a glimpse and wel-
come him. he decided to 
pleasure them.

a crowd had gathered 
at such short notice, i even 
noticed some states (mostly 
those in the north mobilised 
themselves) arriving in bus 
loads, to welcome the presi-
dent. they must really love 
him that much, really. i did 
not expect the sort of good-
will that greeted the Presi-
dent that day. When i passed 
that road earlier there was 
no sign of anything talk less 
of what later turned out to 
be a crowd.

When we made to leave 
the airport, the whole road 
was taken over by jubilant 
youths. Some stood on the 
sides while others boldly 
took over the roads and 
chanted ̀ Sai baba’ and ̀ baba 
o yo yo’ depending on which 
one came close. interestingly 
they went on about four 
plus four meaning two ten-

t
he snatching of 
t w o  s e n at o r s 
at court of ap-
peal in abuja on 
thursday, au-

gust 24, 2017, has sent most 
members of the all Pro-
gressives congress (aPc) in 
rivers State jubilating. the 
party leadership that had 
ceaselessly mourned the 
loss of brick house (seat of 
power) in Port harcourt 
has jumped for joy, openly 
boasting of their chances 
in 2019.

this is as the senator 
representing rivers South 
East, Magnus abe, has not 
only thanked god and the 
judiciary, but has thanked 
the former governor, chi-
buike rotimi amaechi, now 
minister of transportation 
and leader of the aPc in 
the state, for his victory. 
abe’s gratitude to amaechi 
seems to douse tensions that 
have grown between them 
in recent times over fears 
that amaechi was tilting 
away from abe in terms of 
governorship slot in 2019, as 
he did in 2015.

 Soon after the judg-
ments in abuja, the rivers 
State chapter of the aPc 
in a statement signed by its 
State chairman, Davies ibi-
amu ikanya, and circulated 
by Eze chukwuemeka Eze, 
his media chief, expressed 
gladness for the victories of 
andrew Uchendu and abe.

the chairman said: 
“With Uchendu’s victory 
who is a proven lawmaker, 
we are convinced that he 
will kick-start the formal 

sack of governor nyesom 
Wike from the brick house 
come 2019. the party also 
appreciates the victories of 
abe representing the South 
East Senatorial District and 
all their members in the riv-
ers State house of assembly 
and house of representa-
tives in their various cases 
in the court of appeal.

the rivers aPc said: 
“With these victories we 
need not tell nigerians that 
aPc truly is the main po-
litical party in rivers State. 
nobody needs to tell the 
government in the state that 
it is time”.

the party, while con-
gratulating the winners, 
requested them to toe the 
principles of their leader, 
amaechi, and give both 
the state and nation the 
required direction in their 
various areas of opera-
tions.

 “With this development, 
the senators, george Sekibo 
and olaka nwogu, can now 
comfortably retire from 
politics and allow those 
that can give the state the 

required representation to 
do so accordingly.”

the party described 
amaechi as the lion of niger 
Delta politics as one who has 
proved that he is truly the 
leader to follow.  

Meanwhile, abe has 
expressed joy on the out-
come of the court of appeal 
judgment on the December 
10, 2016, Senatorial re-run 
election, describing it as the 
most contentious election 
in the history of elections 
in nigeria. 

Speaking after the judg-
ment, abe said although 
olaka nwogu challenged 
his victory, he deserved 
commendation for exhaust-
ing his constitutional rights 
up to the level of the court of 
appeal and hoped that the 
decision of the court would 
put to rest his contention 
after almost two years of 
electoral battle. 

abe, who is the chair-
man, senate committee on 
Federal roads Maintenance 
agency (FErMa), com-
mended the judiciary for its 
forthrightness in resolving 
electoral disputes, thanked 
god, the good people of 
rivers South East, President 
Mohammad buhari, amae-
chi, the aPc at all levels, 
the independent Electoral 
commission (inEc) and se-
curity agents for their role 
in concluding the election. 

the three (3)-man panel 
of Judges of the appeal 
court sitting in abuja, led 
by Justice adamu Jauro, 
dismissed the appeal filed 
by nwogu against the ver-
dict of the Election Petition 
tribunal, which validated 
the victory of abe. 

Senatorial victory at Appeal Court:
Rivers APC celebrates Abe, Uchendu

17Sunday 27 August  2017 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

IgnatIus Chukwu

Group empowers over 2,000 women in Epe

i
n a bid to add value to 
womanhood, the Prime 
Women builders Foun-
dation of nigeria (PWob-

Fon) recently hosted the 8th 
edition of its Empowerment 
Day Programme.

the programme, themed 
“recovery, a Deliberate art”, 
held at Epe local govern-
ment Secretariat, lagos, and 
had over 2,000 participants 
in attendance.

Participants were trained 
on various vocations based 
on their areas of interest, 
including hair-making, bag 
and shoemaking, event man-
agement, event decoration, 
entrepreneurship, photog-
raphy, fashion design and 
tailoring, ankara design, 

baking, wireworks, popcorn 
and zobo drink, make-up, 
among others.

corporate organizations 
like nobel carpets & rugs, 
Evagreen Virgin coconut 
oil, May & baker lily Water, 
brand7Ps communications 
ltd, indomie noodles, Perti-
nence ltd, nipen, good Mama 
and many others were on 
ground too to create experi-
ential marketing and trained 
participants on entrepreneur-
ship.

“recovery, a Deliberate art 
means a lot, but one thing that 
is the same in all its meaning 
is that for anybody to recover, 
the person must establish that 
there is a problem and the 
person is ready to consciously 

do something to come out of 
such state. recovery is not by 
force or by chance, otherwise 
you will lose it in no time,” 
said Kemi olofinkua, national 
president, PWobFon, in her 
welcome address. “therefore, 
be determined to recover 
from all your challenges, give 
it all it takes and success is 
sure for you,” she said, charg-
ing all participants to avoid 
every form of distractions so 
as to fully benefit from the 
Empowerment Day 2017.

bolanle ambode, wife 
of the lagos State governor, 
who was Mother of the Day, 
was represented by Peju ogi-
dan, wife of the chairman, 
ibeju-lekki local govern-
ment area. 

…Eyes Brick House

Abe

News



Rat as a metaphor I never knew Buhari 
had Igbo blood 
flowing in him

Anachronistic JAMB!
You mean Diezani was 
so acquisitive?

Dwelling in 
irrelevance

I
n Nigeria, rats are common 
creatures that are seen all over 
the place; even in unexpected 
places. Although they are seen 
in many homes across the 

country, they are considered a 
threat when they are found in 
huge numbers in an apartment. 
An apartment must be very dirty 
and unkempt to attract an army of 
rodents. Owing to poverty scourge, 
many Nigerians live in unhygienic 
environments where they share ev-
erything, including their beddings 
with rats. It is however, unusual and 
unnatural to find rats in the stagger-
ing number they are being reported 
at the seat of power in Abuja.

President Muhammadu Buhari 
returned to the country after 104 
days in London on health reasons, 
and announced to the bewildered 
compatriots that he was going to be 
working from his home in Aso Rock. 
On the day that he addressed the 
people, it was obvious that he was 
struggling to do it, which fuelled 
speculations that he was forced 
back home by too many protests, 
particularly the one mounted by the 
Nigerians in the Diaspora, at Aguda 
House in London. It is obvious that 
the president needs more rest and 
treatment, but his handlers would 
want Nigerians to believe other-
wise. If the president were healthy, 
he would not have cancelled the 
weekly FEC meeting. In fact, he 
would have used the occasion to 
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get himself up to speed with all that 
transpired in his absence.

But Nigerians were told he can-
celled it in order to first get briefing 
from Vice President Yemi Osinbajo 
and also to receive the panels’ report 
on SGFs’ grass- cutting saga and the 
Osbornegate; these arguments ap-
peared daft to many Nigerians. On 
the rat metaphor, Buhari’s handlers, 
trying everything possible to con-
vince Nigerians that their principal 
is in high spirit, said he has not been 
able to get into his office because it 
was overtaken by rats. This excuse, 
as infantile as it is, has since ridiculed 
Aso Rock in the eyes of right-thinking 
members of society. It has since 

Our mentality is always 
wrong. To many Nigeri-
ans, blind acquisition of 

wealth is all this life is all about. 
Appointment into public office 
was supposed to be used to serve 
the fatherland but many Nigeri-
ans see such appointments as op-
portunities to ruin the country. I 
knew of one Nigerian, a heroine, 
the late Dora Akunyili, who 
sacrificed everything including 
putting her life on the line in 
the interest of her compatriot. A 
story is told of how she had gone 
for medical trip abroad and the 
treatment was not carried out or 
something like that; upon her re-
turn to Nigeria, she retired all the 
monies. The “Oyibo’s” were flab-
bergasted that a Nigerian could 
do such a thing. The result of that 
display of integrity was her ap-
pointment by a former president 
Olusegun Obasanjo, as Director-
General of NAFDAC. The report 
that Diezani Allison-Madueke, 
a former minister of Petroleum 
Resources, allegedly amassed 

When government fails on 
its duties to provide quality 
governance, it points fin-

gers at innocent citizens as those who 
frustrate government activities/efforts. 
Shortly before President Muhammadu 
Buharis’ return from London, the then 
Acting President, Yemi Osinbajo had 
begun to threaten Nigerians with 
arrests and prosecution if they circu-
lated hate speeches. He equated hate 
speeches with terrorism.

The way he hammered on it, it was 
as if it was a decision he reached with 
Buhari when he visited the president 
some time ago in London. President 
Buhari’s outburst during his national 
broadcast last Monday alluded to 
the fact that they are planning to 
go brutal against dissenting voices 
and opposition. Buhari categorised 
some groups agitating for self-
determination and secession as 
terrorist groups.

Since he made that statement, 
some politicians have keyed into it, 
warning no particular enemy, but 
hiding under the president’s address 
to intimidate opposition and those 
that may not be comfortable with the 
goings on in this regime. Governor 
Abdulfatah Ahmed of Kwara State 
also warned religious and political 
leaders in his state against hate speech 
and incitements. These warnings are 
nothing less than intimidation.

When Goodluck Jonathan 
ascended the throne in 
Abuja, Ndigbo adopted 

him as their son. They traced his 
genealogy and concluded that Igbo 
blood runs in his veins. They fol-
lowed this warped reasoning with 
some baptismal names for Jonathan; 
they said he was Azikiwe, and that 
the great Zik of Africa had reincar-
nated in Jonathan. Anytime the 
former president visited any state of 
the South-East, he was received as 
son-of-the-soil.

Like the rat that blows air on 
its victims, while eating away the 
victims flesh, Jonathan continued 
to make promises and shifting the 
goal post each time he was reminded 
of such promises. He went to South 
East and did some abracadabra 
with dredging of the River Niger. 
He moved some equipment to that 
effect and received rousing ovation 
from Ndigbo that their brother had 
come to fulfil his promises. That was 
the last they saw and heard of the 
dredging gambit, yet Jonathan was 
Azikiwe the second.

Now, when we thought that 
Ndigbo must have learnt their bitter 
lesson, they have come again deceiv-
ing themselves. For the first time since 
Muhammadu Buhari became the 
president; it was last week I read in 
the papers that he had an Igbo blood 
flowing in his vein. Like Jonathan, a 

Like a man under a spell who 
takes some destructive deci-
sions without realising it, the 

Joint Admission and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB), is consistently work-
ing to destroy the education sector 
without knowing it. The Board 
stunned many Nigerians last Tues-
day when it came out with cut-off 
marks for admissions into Nige-
rian Universities, Polytechnics and 
Monotechnics. According to JAMB, 
a candidate is now qualified to gain 
admission into any university if 
such a candidate scores as ridiculous 
as 120 over 400. It is also said that 
entry qualification into polytechnics 
and colleges of education is 100, 
while that of innovative enterpris-

exposed the porosity of the thought-
lines in the corridors of power.

Buhari’s handlers are complicat-
ing issues for the man. Had they 
embraced truth and openness, 
Nigerians wouldn’t bother even if 
Buhari stayed one year in London; 
there would have been sincere out-
pouring of prayers and emotions, 
but when they delight in lies and 
half-truths, they meet resistance 
from Nigerians.

The rat story was concocted to 
divert attention, but they misfired. 
In the next few days, they will 
manufacture more lies. But a nation 
that is being run on false hood will 
make no progress.

so much wealth that about 56 
houses valued at N3.3billion 
were seized from her. The said 
houses were located in Lagos 
and Port Harcourt. There could 
also be other buildings located 
in other parts of the country. It is 
heartless for a woman to descend 
to that level of vanity. Somebody 
joked that she must have used 
her roving eyeballs to corner all 
that. While she was acquiring 
the illicit wealth, there were 
many poor and homeless people 
in her native village; how many 
of them did she build a hut for?

traditional ruler had already baptised 
Buhari with a name “Okechikwu” 
and I began to search for the rationale 
behind such adulation.

Here is a president that told them 
he had no business with the South 
East because according to him, they 
gave him 5 percent votes and he has 
been alive to that threat. Only last 
Tuesday, a spokesman of his, Femi 
Adesina came up on his own claim-
ing that the president was assuring 
Ndigbo of a fair deal. Adesina said 
it was Eze Ikonne that gave Buhari 
the name “Okechuckwu” during the 
campaign. Yet, that show of solidarity 
and love did not move the president 
to be fair in his treatment of South 
East. The question is, is it now that the 
administration is sounding “kwarafu, 
kwarafu” that he would repair all the 
damage he has caused to that region?

ing institutes, otherwise known as 
monotechnics is 110. What this de-
velopment means is that JAMB has 
lost its relevance. It just exists for the 
purpose of amassing wealth from 
the army of Nigerian youths seeking 
admission into higher institutions of 
learning. After the satanic fixture, 
it now spoke through the federal 
government to allow the individual 
universities to conduct their various 
entry examinations known as Post-
UTME. It is a waste of people’s time 
and money to organise a supposedly 
entry examination that is dead on 
arrival. So, it means that universities 
in the country would begin to invite 
for admission candidates with 120 
scores. We are crying that even with 
200 as cut-off mark, things were 
degenerating, and many applicants 
can’t secure placements, how much 
more now when the entry point 
has been drastically reduced? What 
JAMB has done now is to shift all 
the blames to universities; and to 
say if anybody is not admitted it is 
the fault of the universities. But how 
on earth would a university admit 
a candidate with 120 marks? JAMB 
should simply be scrapped as it has 
outlived its usefulness and become 
anachronistic.
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T
he recent bilateral agree-
ment signed between 
Nigeria and United Arab 
Emirate (UAE) called the 

Sovereign
Act on repatriation of illegal 

loots believed to have been kept 
in Dubai by corrupt government 
officials. Nigeria is a signatory to 
Article 7 of the Vienna Conven-
tion on the law of treaties of 1969. 
For me it was a remarkable devel-
opment that will not checkmate 
the spate of corruption being per-
petuated by the few privileged 
Nigerians especially the political 
office holders but public servants 
who have in one way or the other 
siphoned public resources into 
private pockets and investments 
in safe havens across the globe. 

For Mr. President and millions 
of Nigerians who live below 
poverty level, it was one of the 
most important steps that will 
benefit of Nigeria’s economy, 
security and the anti-corruption 
war within and outside the coun-
try at large. 

Already, certain legislative 
frameworks have been packaged 
by the House of Representatives 
and indeed the National As-
sembly that will complement 
ongoing efforts by the present ad-
ministration to tackle corruption.

One of the bills which is in 
my possession was sponsored by 
Jones Onyereri, chairman House 
Committee on Banking and 

Currency. It has scaled through 
second reading but yet to be 
considered at the second read-
ing. It should be one of the bills 
that will be considered when 
the House finally resumes in a 
forthnight.

According to the provisions 
of the bill, it provides for the 
establishment of Nigerian Assets 
Management Agency, which 
will charged with the respon-
sibility of managing all govern-
ment assets including those 
seized, forfeited or taken over by 
federal security bodies.

According to the sponsor of 
the bill, Jones Onyereri, Chair-
man, House Committee on Bank-
ing and Currency, the agency 
when established will be re-
sponsible for management of 
all assets including those seized, 
forfeited or taken over by Fed-
eral Government bodies Such as 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), ICPC, Police, 
Nigeria Customs Service, Inde-
pendent Corrupt Practices and 
other related offences (ICPC), 
Nigerian Immigration Service, 
Nigerian Security and Civil De-
fence, Nigerian Port Authority, 
National Civil Aviation Author-
ity (NCAA), among others.

The agency which is to be 
headed by a serving or retired 
official of any government land 
agency not below the rank of a 
Director with at least 15 years 

cognate experience in land ad-
ministration, will be empowered 
to acquire forfeited assets includ-
ing: monies, buildings, fields, 
facilities, filling stations, shares, 
bonds, stocks, vehicles, factories, 
machinery, animals, farms and 
economic trees, within and out-
side the country through seizure, 
forfeiture, take over or transfer 
by security agencies empowered 
to do so.

Section 14 of the bill also 
empowered it to collaborate 
with government bodies both 
within and outside Nigeria in 
carrying on functions wholly 
or in part analogous with those 
of the Agency concerning: iden-
tification, determination, of the 
whereabouts of Federal Gov-
ernment property and asset(s) 
located and situated in any part 
of the world; lodging of proceeds 
derived from the Agency to any 
designated account established 
by the Agency; exchange of 
personnel or other experts; es-
tablishment and maintenance of 
a system for monitoring Federal 
Government asset(s); maintain-
ing data, statistics, records and 
reports on proceeds, properties, 
documents of Federal Govern-
ment assets as well as take all 
necessary steps to protect by 
guarding against vandalisa-
tion or illegal conversion of the 
Federal Government assets. 
According to the bill seen by 

BusinessDay, the agency when 
operational is to obtain the best 
achievable monetary returns 
on the said Federal Government 
assets or other acquired by it in 
pursuance of the provisions of 
this bill, having regard to the 
need to protect or otherwise 
enhance the long term viable 
economic value of those assets; 
cost of acquiring and managing 
those assets; any guidelines or 
direction issued by the President 
as well as adoption of measures 
to identify, trace, freeze, confis-
cate or seize proceeds derived 
from rental and sales activities 
of Federal Government assets re-
lated or the properties the value 
of which corresponds to such 
proceeds. In carrying out the 
recovery procedure, the Chief 
Judge of the Federal High Court 
may designate any Judge of the 
court to hear matters for the 
recovery of Federal Government 
assets. Section 22 which provides 
for the offences, penalties and 
enforcement, stated that : “Any 
person, government agency or 
body who: sells, disposes, misap-
propriates, damages, or destroys 
willfully any asset(s) formally 
seized, forfeited, taken over or 
transferred to it under this bill; 
or without any lawful jurisdic-
tion deliberately withholds, 
omits or refuses to transfer any 
asset(s) to the agency as provided 
by this bill, commits an offence 

and shall be liable on conviction. 
“In the case of an individual to a 
fine of not less than N250,000 or 
imprisonment for a term of not 
less than 5 years or both and 
shall be liable to pay compensa-
tion for asset(s) sold, disposed 
misappropriated, damaged or 
destroyed. “In the case of a 
government agency or body 
corporate to a fine of not less 
than N10 million and in addition 
the Directors of the corporate 
body or principal officers of such 
agency shall each be liable to pay 
a fine of not less than N250,000 
or imprisonment for a term not 
less than 5 years or both.
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P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari’s first broadcast 
to Nigerians after over 
three months in London 
for medical treatment 

was a missed opportunity.
His claim of being ‘in daily 

touch with events at home’ was 
betrayed by his inability to ad-
dress key economic issues in the 
national broadcast.

That the President passed the 
buck on restructuring of the coun-
try to the National Assembly is a 
clear indication that he is not in 
tune with developments in the 
country, as he claimed. Otherwise, 
he would have realised that the 
Legislature rejected devolution 
of powers to state houses of as-
semblies at the clause-by-clause 
consideration to further alter pro-
visions of the 1999 Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria. It’s 
like a father giving stone to his son 
who requested for bread.

By his statement, the President 
has diplomatically rejected the 
resolution of the Senate asking the 
Presidency to forward the report of 
the 2014 National Conference to it 
for legislative consideration.

Political commentators have 
canvassed for the restructuring 
of the country in order to address 
some of the imbalances causing ag-
itations for secession among some 
ethnic nationalities in Nigeria.

The import of not granting 
devolution of power to states is 
that items on the Exclusive List 
like environment, railway, na-
tional parks, stamp duties, power,  
road safety which were initially 
recommended to be moved to the 
Concurrent List so that federal 
and state assemblies can legislate 
on them, will remain an exclusive 
preserve of an overbearing Federal 
Government. Events have shown 
that the Federal Government does 
not have the capacity to fund these 
areas amidst paucity of funds.

The resultant effect is that fund-
ing of these items would suffer, as 
states that would have invested in 
these critical areas to boost their 
internally generated revenue will 
not be able to do so due to legal 
constraints, thereby causing seri-
ous damage to the people.

With power devolved from the 
center, states will develop at their 
own pace and exploit areas of com-
parative advantage in their drive to 
promote economic diversification 
for enhanced revenue generation, 
job creation and improved liveli-

hoods for their teeming populace.
In addition, that the President 

mentioned the words ‘economic 
security’ in the thirteenth para-
graph in a fifteen paragraph state-
ment, speaks volume of the im-
portance placed on the economy 
by the Number One citizen of the 
country. This has only confirmed 
the argument of former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo that Buhari is 
not strong on the economy.

The speech was silent on the 
implementation of the 2017 budget 
passed by the National Assembly 
and its ability to take Nigeria out 
of the current economic recession. 
Mr. President failed to tell Nige-
rians and investors alike how he 
would fix the economy to relieve 
the pain and anguish of many 
citizens.

He presented the 2017 bud-
get, tagged ‘Budget of Economic 
Recovery and Growth’ to a joint 
session of the National Assembly 
on December 14, 2016. During his 
second medical vacation this year 
and the controversy surrounding 
the signing of the budget into law, 
he wrote to the Minister of Budget 
and National Planning, Udoma 
Udo Udoma, from London, order-
ing his deputy and then Acting 
President Yemi Osinbajo to sign the 
money bill into law. Yet, on his first 
remark on his return, he was silent 
on the same budget he submitted 
to both chambers.

He claimed he was monitoring 
activities from Nigeria abroad, yet 
he was silent on Nigeria’s suspen-

sion from EGMONT Group and his 
administration’s effort at ensuring 
the lifting of the suspension. A 
day after his speech, Attorney 
General and Minister of Justice, 
Abubakar Malami, accused the 
Acting Chairman, Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC), Ibrahim Magu, of plotting 
to ensure that the suspension was 
not lifted.

The speech was also silent on 
the implementation of the Eco-
nomic Recovery and Growth Plan 
(ERGP) as well as medical tourism, 
which according to Minister of 
State for Health, Osagie Ehanire, 
gulps Nigeria over $1billion annu-
ally.  As the Senate resumes on Sep-
tember 19 and as lawmakers seek 
re-election bid, the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) is making inroads 
both in the upper legislative cham-
ber and in Rivers State.

This followed the verdict of the 
Appeal Court, which upheld an 
earlier judgment of the Rivers Na-
tional Assembly Elections Petition 
Tribunal that sacked the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) lawmaker 
representing Rivers East, George 
Thompson Sekibo.

The appellate court ordered 
the Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) to with-
draw the certificate of return from 
Sekibo and give same to Andrew 
Uchendu of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

To this end, the APC now has 
two senators as against PDP’s one. 
This brings an end to the senato-

rial sojourn of Sekibo, a ranking 
senator.

Like the saying goes: ‘He who 
laughs last laughs best’, at the 
inception of the Eighth Senate on 
June 9, 2015 the PDP controlled 
all three senatorial seats but the 
National Assembly Elections Pe-
tition Tribunal sacked all three 
lawmakers and ordered a rerun, 
citing irregularities.

Senate resumption will also 
witness a major clash between a 
former police officer-turned sena-
tor, Isah Misau, and the Nigerian 
Police Force.

While the retired Deputy Su-
perintendent  of Police (DSP) and 
Chairman Senate Committee on 
Navy, Isah Misau, alleged that the  
Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Ibrahim Idris, collects roughly 
N120billion  as payment for  spe-
cial security services rendered by 
the Police to  corporate bodies, oil 
firms and high placed citizens in 
the land, the Police High Command 
has petitioned the Senate, asking it 
to direct its Committee on Ethics 
and Privileges to probe the senator 
for raising false alarm. 

The Force Headquarters ac-
cused the senator of being on a 
vendetta mission, having been 
unceremoniously dismissed from 
the force for illegal activities.

It is yet to be seen if the law-
maker and the Police would sheath 
their sword, considering the fact 
that resumption from recess is 
three weeks away.

Restructuring agitations and other matters
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Lateef Raji and the arrogance of death

O
ne of the most painful 
experiences anyone 
could have on earth 
is the death of a loved 
one. When we hear 

stories about the death of people in 
far and near places, we just take a 
casual note, shrug a bit and move on. 
It is one of those things ad life goes on.

But then, when death decides 
to pluck from the midst of those 
you consider as very dear to you, 
the reaction sharply differs. I once 
lost a dear brother and it was a 
very agonizing experience. Though 
the hurt has healed, but the scar 
remains. With the experience of my 
brother’s heartbreaking demise, I 
had erroneously thought that my 
heart is now cast in iron and no 
news of death could ever break me 
again. How wrong!

Few years later, death was to 
strike again. This time around, it 
happened in a most wicked and 
traumatized manner and at a most 
unusual period. February is usually 
considered as a month of love. It has 
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become a global tradition. Nearly 
everyone looks up to February in 
anticipation of a festival of love. 
But this particular February was a 
different one. It was a month of thick 
darkness. Characteristically, with 
darkness comes deep sorrow.

It was on a Sunday and we have 
just had a glorious service at the 
church and were blissfully heading 
home. Then, my phone rang. It 
was a messenger of death! And 
suddenly, darkness beckoned. Few 
hours later, we had completed the 
burial of a dear colleague and her 
husband who died together in a 
ghastly motor accident. It was an 
awful experience. But then, never 
undermine the capacity of the 
human heart to absorb misfortune. 
Life is like a moving train, though it 
stops at various terminals, it must 
move on. So again, life goes on.

But then, as earlier affirmed, 
death is a daily routine in human 
existence. Few days ago, with the 
precision of a sharp shooter, death 
struck again. This time, death was 
quite subtle in its tactic. When I 
chatted with Hon. Lateef Raji on 
a popular social media platform 
that Saturday morning, I had great 
hope and immense relief that all 
was going to be fine. But death 
has no place for hope. Indeed, its 
primary mission is to turn hope to 

despair.
So, barely 48 hours after the chat 

that ignited great hope in me that 
Hon. Raji would, indeed, play a fast 
one on death, the deadly monster 
struck with the decisiveness of a 
Supreme Court judge. Very early 
that bleak  Monday  morning, the 
messenger of death was again on 
duty. The mission was to herald 
the gloomy news of the demise of 
Hon. Raji. My heart ached! How 
does one begin a Monday morning 
with such devastating news? If 
he must die at all, must it be on 
a  Monday  morning? Such is the 
arrogance of death. It has no regard 
for time and place.  Many deaths 
occur suddenly, like the case of 
those that recently lost their lives 
in Sierra Leone after a three day 
torrential rainfall. You see? Death 
even hides inside rains!

  As I began to process the 
shocking news of Hon. Raji’s 
demise, in my distress, I thought: 
Why couldn’t death spare good 
people. At least, allow them live 
longer to reap the reward of their 
goodness. Hon. Raji was a good 
man. Initially, as the Special Adviser 
to the Lagos State Governor (2011-
2015), he was naturally my boss. But 
then, good people aren’t too good at 
playing bosses. So, he soon became a 
friend. Later he became a mentor. He 
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loved people and he wanted to make 
them happy. He ran an open door 
policy. His ears were ever opened to 
the yearnings of the people. Though 
he didn’t have much, but he was 
willing to share the little he had 
with people. Unlike modern day’s 
counterfeits, he was a real comrade 
who didn’t believe in undue craze for 
wealth. He had little but was quite 
contented with what he had.  

As I continued to process the 
news of his sad and untimely death, 
the rhetorical question came up in 
my mind once again: “Why would 
death not spare good people?” Well, 
that is what makes death arrogant. 
It does what it wants and gets away 
with it. Nothing can tame death. 
Not science. Not technology. Not 
even watchfulness. Death will strike 
when it will.

 As for the departed Hon. Lateef 
Raji, one would like to remind 
mourning family members, friends, 
loved ones and colleagues of the 
philosophical and immortal words 
of legendary Williams Shakespeare 
in Julius Caesar:  “Cowards die many 
times before their deaths. The valiant 
never taste of death but once”. Death 
has done its worst. It can’t kill him 
twice. Adieu, Lateef Raji! You have 
fought a good fight. As for all aching 
hearts, with time, they will heal again 
and life goes on.
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S
ince it held a non-elective 
convention on August 12, 
2017, Nigerians who had 
doubts that the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) is 

studded with talented, pathological 
and professional mischief makers, 
manipulators, agents of deceit and 
confusion had their doubts totally 
erased.

This was because the utterances 
by party big wigs at the event 
showed that the achievements 
which they claimed that PDP made 
within its 16 year reign were false. 
Their statements also drove home 
the fact that it still remained a party 
of intrigues and manipulations and 
that Nigerians were victims of PDP 
machinations which held them 
hostage and captives throughout 
the period the party was in power.

The officials did not stop their 
gimmicks at the convention. The 
numerous interviews they granted 
to electronic and print media after 
the event showed that they have 
mastered the art of deceiving 
gullible Nigerians by giving them the 
impression that the party has learnt 
its lessons and is now ready to take 
over Aso Rock Villa in 2019 when 
the next Presidential election will 
hold. Party officials who granted the 
interviews bandied fictitious figures 
and inaccurate pronouncements in 
the bid to justify the false claims 
they made to impress Nigerians.

Reno Omokri, a PDP agent and 
one-time Senior Special Assistant 
to former President Goodluck 
Jonathan is one character who has 

The blatant   disregard for 
the  due process of the law 
being exhibited by  all classes 

of people  in our country  is a cause 
for serious concern.   Often, the law 
is  twisted and circumvented by 
unscrupulous elements to suit their 
selfish goals. 

This is a dangerous trend that 
will birth nothing but chaos and 
anarchy. Any nation that renders its 
laws impotent is naturally heading 
for chaos. A situation where the law 
becomes nothing but mere written 
words to line up the book shelves of 
law firms, court rooms, libraries and 
academic institutions portends great 
danger for all.   Of what essence are 
finely crafted laws that cannot be 
enforced or effectively applied?

In Nigeria to day,  it  is  not 
uncommon to hear of suspects 
escaping from police custody or 
innocent citizens being arrested 
unlawfully. It is also not unusual 
for   the rich and p owerful   to 
unlawfully engage  the instrument 
of the law to oppress the poor or 
negatively influence the course of 
justice.

The challenges ass o ciate d 
with seeking justice in Nigerian 
is frustrating and debilitating as 
many cases carry on endlessly with 
adjournment after adjournment; 
needless and frivolous adjournments 
that only serve to derail the course 

Between Reno Omokri and the missing link

Nigeria and the assault on law and order
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become notorious in masterminding 
and perpetuating the art of deceit. 
He has almost unhindered access to 
several media platforms.

Reno, in a recent publication 
claimed, that “a fall in the price of oil 
should not lead to a collapse of the 
Nigerian economy.” This assertion is 
not only hypocritical but laughable 
because President Buhari took over 
power in 2015 when the impact of 
the fall in oil price had hit economies 
around the globe.

It is a known fact that Nigeria is 
a mono-economy with its budget 
mainly based on the price of crude 
oil at the international market. The 
import of the development is that 
the fall in oil price adversely affected 
the level of income generated by the 
nation and same was the situation 
for other major oil producing nations 
like Venezuela, Saudi Arabia, Russia 
and Iraq.

However, it is kudos to President 
Buhari who knew ahead of time 
that it would be suicidal to entirely 
rely on revenue from oil to generate 
funds to bankroll the developmental 
programmes of government. This 
informed his decision to toe the 
path of economic diversification 
with focus on the development of 
agriculture, solid minerals, science 
and technology, manufacturing 
industries and ICT sectors.

For people like Reno who seem 
not to understand the basic law of 
demand and supply as well as the 
implication of a fall in the price of 
crude oil, it was not out of place for 
PDP government which inherited 
$60bn in foreign reserve to slash 
the amount to $40bn in five years 

of justice.
The flagrant disregard for 

court injunctions and rulings 
b y  G o ve r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  i s 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d   w h i l e   t h e 
shameful abuse  of the rule of 
law by top officials at different 
levels is quite unbecoming. 

How do we explain a situation 
where top public and private 
figures who defraud the nation 
of huge sum of money  walk free 
after returning  some percentage 
of their loot?  In my opinion, recent 
clamour for amnesty for looters by 
some members of the public and top 
political figures  is nothing but an 
endorsement of corruption. This is 
a slap on the face of the law and an 
affront on our collective psyche as 
a people.   

Equally, the spate of lawlessness 
in the country is quite worrisome. 
A situation where gun men had 
the effrontery to launch  an attack 
on a legitimate  government law 
enforcement agency such as the 
EFCC and the recent gruesome attack 
on hapless worshippers in a Catholic 
church in Anambra state attest to the 
level of depravity and lawlessness to 
which the country has sunk. This is 
unacceptable in a lawful society.But 
then, does ours really represent a 
lawful clime?

It is also unimaginable and 
shocking that a group of Nigerians 
will go on the social media to clamour 
for the release of an alleged hard core 

to have produced leaders such as 
Ahmadu Bello, Tafawa Balewa, 
Aminu Kano, Yakubu Gowon, 
Maitama Sule to mention but a few. 
This also confirms that fallacy is the 
name of the game.

It  is  disturbing that  Reno 
trivialises the high level of corruption 
that laced PDP government when 
Nigerians are still grappling with 
the shock that greeted the revelation 
by a former CBN Governor that the 
NNPC failed to pay about $20 billion 
oil revenue into government coffers 
between 2012 and 2013.

It is on record that the PDP 
g o ve r n m e n t  s t o u t l y  d e n i e d 
knowle dge of  the dirty deal 
and instead of instituting an 
investigation, suspended former 
CBN governor. The whole saga 
became more ridiculous when 
President Jonathan said in response 
to questions on the development 
that “if anyone steals $50 billion or 
$20 billion anywhere, America will 
know, they will tell you where it is 
because it is their money”.

On the report of the 2014 National 
Conference which Reno claimed 
that the present administration had 
dumped, it is just that Nigeria is a 
unique country, otherwise people 
like Reno and his cohorts would 
have been languishing in jail for 
wasting public funds because it 
was clear that the PDP government 
never wanted to implement the 
report after spending billions of 
Naira on the meeting.

Reno should also be told that 
using only the rating of Transparency 
International to judge the success 
of anti-corruption campaign of 

the present administration is not 
right when it is obvious that he is 
pretending not to know that the 
UN report in July 2017 showed that 
for first time in 16 years, Nigeria did 
not make the list of 10 most corrupt 
countries in the world.

His total disregard for the modest 
achievements of President Buhari in 
the area of security leaves no one in 
doubt about why PDP government 
treated issues concerning the lives 
and property of Nigerians with 
kid gloves. It is most uncharitable 
that Reno views the giant strides 
made in the war against terrorism 
as nothing. No wonder it took his 
boss two days to acknowledge that 
the Baga massacre ever happened 
even when the Secretary General 
of the U.N. and other world leaders 
had not only condemned the killings 
but sent their condolences. Same 
was the case with Chibok girls. It 
took the PDP government 19 days to 
admit and condemn the abduction 
of the 276 girls. It has also been 
established that the $2.1bn meant 
to purchase arms to fight terror was 
squandered through the office of the 
National Security Adviser. The case 
is still on.

Nigeria is bigger than any political 
party and it will be better for Reno 
to support the administration of 
President Buhari in its efforts to 
achieve the growth and development 
of the nation which will translate 
into improved living standards and 
better welfare for all. He should also 
realise that Nigerians do not have 
any other country than Nigeria and 
that peaceful coexistence is the way 
to go.
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through wasteful spending. For him 
and his masters it was not necessary 
to save for the rainy day.

It will not be surprising if Reno 
contests the facts that have been 
presented but he will do a better 
job if he is able to provide evidence 
to show how much revenue was 
earned when PDP held sway, major 
capital project completed, level of 
power generated, infrastructure 
d e v e l o p e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d 
including rail transport, how much 
was invested in agriculture and 
benefits thereof. The challenges 
he has is that he is fond of chasing 
the shadow instead of dealing with 
the substance. He takes delight in 
attacking personalities instead of 
addressing issues.

If the PDP completed the Abuja 
Kaduna rail line project as Reno 
claimed in his publication, how 
come it was not commissioned 
by the then President Jonathan? 
It is unfortunate that Reno had 
become so desperate that he wants 
to re-write history in order to score 
cheap political point. If not, why did 
he say that “President Buhari was 
forced to admit that the project was 
conceived, built and completed by 
the Jonathan administration” when 
the President had actually said 
that “this project was conceived by 
previous administrations, started by 
the last government and I am pleased 
to complete and inaugurate it”.

On the claim that Northerners do 
not value education, it may interest 
Reno to know that the home state of 
the President alone has the highest 
number of 16 tertiary institutions in 
Nigeria, while the North is known 

criminal kingpin and kidnapper like 
Evans. This depicts the poverty of our 
values, the paucity of our thinking 
and the depravity of our mentality.

In so many ways Nigeria and 
Nigerians have exhibited a penchant 
for disobeying the law, ranging 
from inability to obey simple traffic 
rules and regulation to adherence to 
safety and routine environmental 
sanitation laws.

The consequences of a lawless 
society are enormous and far 
reaching with multiplier effects on 
the entire society. It does nothing 
but encourages increase in crime and 
corruption. The apparent disregard 
for value, culture and ethics is an 
offshoot of the state of lawlessness 
in the country.

According to the National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS), Government 
officials tookN400b  bribes  in one 
year. The NBS also reported an 
increase in crime rate in areas such as 
offence against persons, offence 
against property, offence against 
lawful authority and offence against 
local Acts. The need to revitalize the 
Judiciary and all components of our 
legal machinery becomes expedient 
in the face of these imminent crises.

The role of the law in any 
society can not be over  emphasized  
as itshapes   politics,  economics,   
history  and  society  in various 
ways and serves as a mediator 
of relations between people. The 
effective application of the law 
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helps in combating crimes and 
lawlessness.    The reason for the 
increased rate of compliance and 
obedience of the law in developed 
nations  compared to  developing 
Nations like ours is the efficacy of the 
law. The system is such that you can’t 
evade the law, no matter how long it 
takes, the long arms of the law will 
eventually catch up with a criminal.  
A  good  example  of  this is the  famous  
James  Ibori’s case   in  the  United  
Kingdom.

The law  has been defined as 
a  system  of rules that are created 
and enforced through social or 
g o ve r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s   t o 
regulate behavior. In other words it 
is the whole body of such customs, 
practices, or rules that preserve law 
and order in societies.

Consequently, when laws are 
obeyed there is peace and tranquility 
within the society and a drop in 
crime rate. The quick dispensation 
of justice also promotes compliance 
nonetheless maximizing obedience 
is a crucial element in a law being 
successful. Thus, a straightforward 
measurement of whether a law is 
achieving its goals or its impact is the 
extent to which there is compliance 
with it.

However, the law on its own 
cannot function,  enforcement is 
necessary for rules to be obeyed;  it 
must be implemented by state 
bodies and apparatus of government. 
Government must possess the 

political will to fight crime and 
corruption while the people must be 
aware of the various laws guiding 
their engagements or activities. 

Agencies of government such 
as the EFCC, ICPC, FRSC, VIO, 
LASTMA, KAI, Judiciary, Police 
Force and others that are responsible 
for enforcing the law must be pro-
active rather than being reactive 
and act in an organized manner 
to  enforce  the  law  by discovering, 
deterring, rehabilitating, or punishing 
people who violate the rules and 
norms governing the society. Their 
work also involves making sure a rule 
or standard or court order or policy is 
properly followed. They must be seen 
to be above board and disciplined.  

The law as system of rules which 
may be enforced by the imposition 
of penalties must be seems  to be 
active and alive. That means it must 
be applied without fear or favour 
and it must be seen to be absolute. 
This will not only breed respect 
for the law but will build fear and 
compliance within the society. Above 
all, the Judiciary must be seen to be 
independent.  

I n  t h e  w o r d  o f  A m e r i c a n 
a u t h o r ,  a t t o r n e y  a n d 
diplomat, Caroline Bouvier Kennedy, 
“The bedrock of our democracy is the 
rule of law and that means we need 
to have an independent judiciary, 
judges who can make decisions 
independent of the political winds 
that are blowing”.
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A 
number of words 
jump straight into 
your face reading 
Aliko Dangote’s 
recent interview 

with Francine Lacqua, an an-
chor on Bloomberg TV in Lon-
don. The first is BOLD. I did not 
count the number of times that 
word or its derivatives came 
up, but it must have been every 
other second. Here are just a 
few examples.

“We make a lot of bold moves, 
which other people find real-
ly difficult to take. We always 
dream very big, and we’re com-
mitted to investing in Africa… the 
only way to move Africa forward 
is for people like us to take very 
bold moves.” “I never worry about 
being too bold. In business it’s 
good to be aggressive, but with a 
human face.”

“We don’t want to be No. 
2 in anything that we do. We 
want to be No. 1. Worst case, 
we can be No. 2 but targeted to 
become No. 1.”

“I thought at first I was re-
ally aggressive until I watched 
this show, ‘The Men Who Built 
America’. I realized that actually 
they were much bolder than us. 
Someone like Vanderbilt, he 
built 50,000 miles of rail! That 
is a very bold move. That’s why 

Aliko Dangote’s 
Bloomberg interview

anything we do, we don’t do it 
small. If there’s any human be-
ing who has done this equally, 
I am equal to the task to do the 
same.” He actually has a sign on 
his desk that says, “Nothing is 
impossible”.

The second is FOCUS. And 
here’s what he says, “If you try 
to do a little bit here and a little 
bit there, you get into trouble. 
We arrive with focus, and we 
stick to it. Right now, beyond 
the oil refinery, our focus is on 
agribusiness. Anything we are 
doing between now and 2020 
has to be agriculture – that’s it. I 
don’t want to stretch myself too 
thin, and the best way to do that 
is we should deliver on things 
that were promised, especially 
because people are wondering 
if we’ll be able to deliver.”

The third is CONSISTENT. 
He admonishes aspiring busi-
nesspeople, “If you’re going 
into business, you have to be 
very consistent in what you 
are doing. You have to work 
hard. Things don’t come that 
easy. Think big, dream big, and 
do big things.”

And speaking of consisten-
cy, Dangote’s professed dogged 
commitment to Arsenal is an 
eloquent metaphor. “I don’t 
change clubs,” he says. “Even 
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when Arsenal isn’t doing well 
I still stick by them. It’s a great 
team, well-run. It could be run 
better, so I will be there.”

There is DISCIPLINE. And 
there is COURAGE. These are 
invaluable assets for anyone 
desirous of success – not only 
in business but in all aspects 
of life. And you also have to 
have an eye for opportunities. 
That’s how Africa’s richest man 
has made billions in cement, 
“something humans have pro-
duced for thousands of years”, 
as Lacqua puts it. Looking at the 
entire African continent, espe-
cially sub-Saharan, he figured 
out that the majority of African 
countries imported cement, and 
he took the decision that “the 
better way” was to empower 
Africa – “to meet our own in-
frastructural needs so that we 
could be more self-sufficient”. 
The result of that decision is out 
there in the public glare.

And he didn’t start this big. 
“Back when we first tried ce-
ment in 1978, I was just trading 
– buying four trucks of cement, 
selling it, and making my mon-
ey. Almost every day I was get-
ting an allocation of four trucks. 
The business grew, but then we 
decided to dump cement so we 
could get into sugar, rice, and 

other commodities. When we 
went back into cement with 
that first factory, within the 
first year, we went from zero 
market share in Nigeria to about 
45 percent. Now the country is 
producing 42 million tons, of 
which 29 million tons is ours 
– and it’s not only Nigeria that 
we benefit, but we’ve also been 
able to go to 17 other African 
countries. By 2019 we’ll have 
80 million tons of capacity,” he 
says. Of course, making money 
is at the heart of every business, 
but when you have made so 
much money, you ask, what 
next? And so, for Dangote, the 
excitement has gone beyond 
money – “It’s not all about mak-
ing money. It’s about making 
impact,” he says.

It’s the same mindset of 
“improving people’s lives” that 
informed his investment in 
agriculture to drive self-suffi-
ciency in a continent where the 
majority of countries depend on 
imported food.

“There is no way you can 
have a population of 320 mil-
lion in West Africa and no self-
sufficiency,” he says. “So the first 
thing to do is food security. We 
have land, we have water, we 
have the climate – we shouldn’t 
be a massive importer of food. 
With modern farming you can 
get 8 to 10 tons per hectare. I 
believe Dangote Group is in the 
right position to drive this tra-

jectory. I expect another 5 to 10 
companies to join our efforts in 
the next year. By 2019 we might 
be able to actually create about 
290,000 jobs in agriculture. 
And that’s what you can do to 
empower people, especially 
those from rural areas.”

It’s what’s also driving his 
philanthropy – through the 
Dangote Foundation. He wants 
to leave legacies, one of which is 
about how much of an impact 
he has had for his own people – 
“I want to make the most impact 
on the world before I depart. I 
hope to start from home first 
and grow from there,” he says.

And oil too – Dangote is in 
the process of building one of 
the world’s largest oil refiner-
ies. It is instructive that in a 
country where the majority 
of people made their money 
through oil – a commodity, he 
says, “has really damaged our 
thinking” – Dangote has proved 
that you don’t have to be in oil 
to make money.

He reiterates his dedication 
to the refinery project thus, 
“This is my lifetime project. I 
have to back it up with my own 
life to make sure it is delivered.”

He never stops learning. 
Even though he learnt a lot 
from his late grandfather who 
was in trading, Dangote had 
to spend some time in Brazil to 
learn more from some of the 
entrepreneurs who built the 

First name paradox

T
his book will be in-
complete if some of 
it is not devoted to al-
laying the all too com-

mon questions on the subject 
of the first name paradox.

Towards the end of 1993, 
a column appeared in the 
Washington Post written by 
William Raspberry where 
he expressed his annoyance 
at strangers who presumed 
to call him by his first name. 
The exchange his column 
precipitated is evidence of 
the paradox we experience in 
the use of first names, surpris-
ingly, not only in Nigeria but 
also in the United States. In re-
sponse, Mr. Raspberry wrote, 
“To judge from the mail, there 
are only two kinds of people 
in America: those who go 
around calling strangers and 
other non-intimates by their 
first names and those who re-
sent it”. Many Nigerian organ-
isations and even government 
parastatals are adopting the 
first name mode of address for 
staff. Is this Nigerian or even 
African?

Growing up, we were 
taught that people should use 
an honorific and the last name 
when addressing others until 
permission is given to do oth-
erwise. However, nowadays, 
people don’t know where to 
draw the line. I used to have 
a boss who flinched each time 
someone, especially a junior 
colleague, called him by his 
first name. He had to accept 
it because it was company 
policy, but it definitely did 
not sit well with him. Does 
addressing people by their 
first name really improve 
relationships and promote 
openness in the workplace? 

ming the door in the face of 
that terrible boss or organisa-
tion is extremely fleeting; and 
not the right way to resign 
for anyone who understands 
the business world. No matter 
how stressful or horrific your 
working environment might 
have become for you, it’s not 
okay to just stop showing up 
or arrive in the morning an-
nouncing on the spot that you 
are quitting. You may need 
to go through that same day 
someday.

The best way to do it is 
aptly couched in the words of 
Ruth Morgan a career consul-
tant: “By the time you make 
the decision to leave, you 
should have already had some 
honest discussions with your 
manager as to what moti-
vated your decision: whether 
it is unhappiness with a role 
function, or the place of em-
ployment.”

Your resignation should 
never come as a surprise. 
Etiquette dictates that you 
take the following steps when 
resigning your position:

•Know why you are re-
signing

• Discuss with your manager
• Put it in writing
•Give notice in accordance 

with the company’s rules
• Do it in person.

This question has been a 
concern for many businesses.  

In Nigeria, this culture 
is foreign to us but manage-
ment experts swear that it 
breaks barriers and makes 
workflow more efficient and 
effective. However, since we 
are unaccustomed to calling 
those who are older or higher 
in rank by their first names, 
people tend to overdo it and 
cross all boundaries of respect 
for age and hierarchy. They 
equate the use of first names 
to freedom to breach all other 
Nigerian values and customs 
of respect and formality. This 
is offensive to many people.

I recall a friend of mine 
complaining that “It really 
bothers me that whenever 
I go into a bank, hospital or 
public utility office or just 
about anywhere else I do 
business, the people working 
there always call me by my 
initials, which I use instead 
of my first name. I really hate 
the informality, which I find 
rude and disrespectful. I have 
once refused to accept medi-
cal treatment because of this. I 
was taught that people should 
address others by their last 
names in business or in any 
situation in which strang-
ers are involved until asked 
to do otherwise. Why do 
people just assume everyone 
is comfortable with being on 
a first-name basis when con-
ducting business or receiving 
professional services?”

Like my friend, many peo-
ple don’t like the idea, espe-
cially senior executives. I re-
member when I used to work 
in the bank.  The Managing 
Director signed into policy 
the first name mode of ad-
dress and proclaimed widely 

how this would help improve 
communication and interper-
sonal relationship. All went 
well until at a branch man-
agers meeting preceded over 
by the managing director, a 
young branch manager kept 
on addressing the managing 
director by his first name. 
Virtually every sentence 
was peppered with the man-
aging director’s name. This 
continued at several meet-
ings and went unchallenged. 
Unfortunately for the young 
man, a fraud was committed 
in his branch. Although he 
was not directly involved, he 
was held responsible because 
he was the branch manager, 
so he spent a lot of time in 
police cells. Somehow, the 
bank was not as sympathetic 
as it should have been and 
it became apparent that the 
manager could lose his job. 
Just married and a new father 
to boot, he ran to his men-
tor who was a friend of the 
managing director.  When his 
mentor intervened and called 
the managing director, he was 
stunned to discover that the 
support of the bank had been 
tepid because of the grievance 
the managing director had 
against the branch manager. 

Mentor - “Femo, good 
morning. How have you 
been?

Managing Director - “We 
are fine. All is well.”

Mentor - “Quite an age. 
There is this small issue I want 
to discuss with you.  My ward 
who is your branch manager 
in Mende is in trouble. He 
feels that the bank is not sup-
portive enough and fears that 
he may lose his job. Is there 
anything you can do?”

Managing Director - “Oh 

that one! Is he your ward? He 
is a stupid boy, calling me by 
my name as if he was there at 
my naming ceremony.”

Imagine that! We must 
learn the lessons. Even when 
first names are authorised, be 
smart and sensitive to the re-
action of your bosses. Watch 
out for that faint narrowing 
or widening of the eyes in 
surprise or the stiffening of 
the shoulders in defence as 
they absorb the impact of the 
first name missile thrown at 
them. Ensure that you rightly 
discern the nonverbal com-
munication of your bosses 
or distinguished strangers 
when you call them by their 
first names so that you do 
not step on their toes. Young 
people who have brashly 
and blindly ‘hit’ their bosses 
on the ‘head’ with their first 
names are inadvertently com-
mitting a faux pas and will 
definitely have their fingers 
burnt very badly. First names 
are reserved for family, close 
intimates, and one’s contem-
poraries. Never introduce a 
person well known to you 
by his or her first name to 
an audience. A lot of people 
make that mistake and in-
cur the wrath of a long-time 
friend and destroy a thriving 
relationship. This particular 
faux pas has caused many 
people to inadvertently of-
fend powers that be and lose 
juicy opportunities.

When you meet some-
one for the first time, even 
if the person is well known 
to your best friend, please 
refrain from calling him/her 
by their first name.  After the 
introduction, you may say, 
“Please call me Bose, and may 
I call you Emeka?” Even if you 

are about to introduce a good 
friend with whom you are 
on a first-name basis, kindly 
note that you are not allowed 
to call him by his first name. 
You must address him with 
his title, for instance, “Mr. 
Fabian, may I introduce to 
you my very good friend, Mr. 
Chukwudi”. Let the two then 
decide whether they want to 
address each other by their 
first names or not.

The etiquette of official 
disengagement

Recently, a senior officer 
disengaged from the office in 
a manner that left a lot to be 
desired.  On the last day of the 
month, (which coincidentally 
fell on a Friday) by 6pm, after 
most people had gone home, 
she dropped her resignation 
letter on the desk of her HR 
Manager, stating that her 
registration was with im-
mediate effect; meaning that 
she would not be resuming 
on Monday.  She had given no 
prior notice, no proper hando-
ver, and no proper treatment 
of the loan that she had taken 
to solve her accommodation 
problems. The manner in 
which this disengagement 
was executed was dramatic 
and the type of thing that one 
sees in the movies. The truth 
is that the pleasure or satisfac-
tion that comes from slam-

country’s many industries.
“I went to a company called 

Arisco. It was my first time 
seeing more than 600 people 
working in a single factory. I 
went there to visit them and see 
how they started the business. 
They had begun very small: salt, 
then seasoning – adding garlic 
into the salt. By the time I was 
there, Arisco was producing 500 
different items, even toothpaste. 
You couldn’t wake up in the 
morning without using their 
products.”

When I read this, I stopped 
wondering how Dangote has 
a finger deep in virtually every 
pie. But amid this immense 
wealth, Dangote is not showy. 
He doesn’t just like to throw 
away money. He drives himself 
around in Lagos on weekends 
and still visits normal friends 
he grew up with.

“I spend more money on 
charitable things than myself,” 
he says. “Luckily, myself and my 
children, we have been very dis-
ciplined. That’s why if you look at 
it today, because of the way I run 
my lifestyle, I actually don’t have 
any home outside Nigeria. I stay 
in hotels. Quiet. Simple. My life is 
not very lavish, and I actually get 
very embarrassed if I try to show 
that I have money. I don’t.”

This last part contains seri-
ous words that Nigeria’s “over-
night big men” should ponder 
on. And they know themselves.

Workplace manners (Cont’d) 
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Philanthropists join forces to fund 
Africa’s cash-strapped health sector
Billionaires Bill Gates, Aliko Dangote come together to fund health care projects

I
n the 2017 World Happiness 
Report by Gallup, African coun-
tries score poorly. Of the 150 
countries on the list, the Central 
African Republic, Tanzania and 

Burundi rank as the unhappiest 
countries in the world.

Some of the factors driving un-
happiness are the poor state of the 
continent’s health care systems, the 
persistence of HIV/AIDS, malaria 
and tuberculosis, and the growth of 
lifestyle diseases such as hyperten-
sion, heart disease and diabetes.

Few African countries make 
significant investments in the health 
sector—the median cost of health 
care in sub-Saharan Africa is $109 
per person per year, according to 
Gallup. Some countries, such as the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
Madagascar and Niger, spend just 
half of that per person annually. 

In 2010 only 23 countries were 
spending more than $44 per capita 
on health care, according to the 
World Health Organization. These 
countries got funding from several 
sources, including government, do-
nors, employers, non-governmental 
organisations and households.

Private investment is now critical 
to meet the considerable shortfall 
in public-sector investment, say 
experts.

While many international or-
ganisations, such as UNICEF and the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross, continue to support Africa’s 
health care system, private entities 
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and individuals are also increasingly 
making contributions. For example, 
Africa’s richest person, Aliko Dan-
gote, and the world’s second richest 
person, Bill Gates, have formed a 
partnership to address some of Af-
rica’s key health needs.

In 2014 the Nigerian-born ce-
ment magnate made global headlines 
after donating $1.2 billion to Dangote 
Foundation, which used the money 
to buy equipment to donate to hos-
pitals in Nigeria and set up mobile 
clinics in Côte d’Ivoire.

A  p h i l a n t h ro p i s t  h i m s e l f, 
Mr. Gates wrote of Mr. Dangote 
in Time magazine: “I know him best 
as a leader constantly in search of 
ways to bridge the gap between 
private business and health.”

The Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion focuses, among other projects, on 
strengthening Africa’s health care 
resources. According to the Gates 
Foundation, as of May 2013 it had 
earmarked $9 billion to fight diseases 
in Africa over 15 years. In 2016 the 
foundation pledged to give an ad-
ditional $5 billion over a five-year 
period, two-thirds to be used to fight 
HIV/AIDS on the continent. 

While acknowledging the Gates’ 
generosity, locals noted that for many 
years the Foundation had invested 
in the oil companies that have con-
tributed in making health outcomes 
extremely poor in some areas of 
Nigeria. These companies include 
Eni, Royal Dutch Shell, ExxonMobil, 
Chevron and Total.

Facing a backlash, the Gates 
Foundation sold off some 87% of its 

investments in major coal, oil and gas 
companies, leaving approximately 
$200 million in these stocks as of 
2016.  Groups such as Leave It in the 
Ground, a non-profit organization 
advocating for a global moratorium 
on fossil exploration, are pushing for 
divestment.

“The link between saving lives, a 
lower birth rate and ending poverty 
was the most important early lesson 
Melinda and I learned about global 
health,” said Mr. Gates recently. The 
Gates Foundation supports reducing 
childhood mortality by supplying 
hospitals with necessary equipment 
and hiring qualified local practitio-
ners to take care of patients and their 
children.

Dangote-Gates collaboration
In 2016, the Dangote Foundation 

and the Gates Foundation formed 
a philanthropic dream team when 
they announced a $100 million plan 
to fight malnutrition in Nigeria. The 
new scheme will fund programmes 
to 2020 and beyond, using local 
groups in the northwest and north-
east Nigeria. The northeast has for 
the past seven years been ravaged 
by the Boko Haram’s Islamic militant 
insurgency, affecting all health care 
projects in the region.

Malnutrition affects 11 million 
children in northern Nigeria alone, 
and Mr. Dangote said the partnership 
would address the problem.

The Foundations had already 
signed a deal to work together to 
foster immunization programmes in 
three northern states: Kaduna, Kano 
and Sokoto.

The Gates Foundation states on 
its website, “Contributions towards 
the costs of the program by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, Dangote 
Foundation, and state governments 
will be staggered across three years: 
30% in year one, 50% in year two, and 
70% in year three, with the respective 
states taking progressive responsi-
bility for financing immunization 
services.”

The future of about 44% of Ni-
geria’s 170 million people would be 
“greatly damaged if we don’t solve 
malnutrition,” said Mr. Gates, at a 
meeting with President Muhammadu 
Buhari.

Building trust
Despite the many international 

and local efforts, cultural and religious 
factors often impede efforts to address 
Africa’s weak health infrastructure. 
For example, in 2007, religious lead-
ers in northern Nigeria organized 
against aid workers administering 
polio vaccinations after rumours 
started circulating that the vaccines 
were adulterated and would cause 
infertility and HIV/AIDS.

In 2014, during the Ebola crisis, 
villagers chased and stoned Red Cross 
workers in Womey village in Guinea, 
accusing them of bringing “a strange 
disease”. 

The big players may be Mr. Dan-
gote and Mr. Gates, but others less well 
known are also making important 
contributions to Africa’s health care. 
After the 2014 Ebola outbreak in 
West Africa, for example, which re-
sulted in the loss of about 11,300 lives, 
private companies in the three most 

affected countries—Guinea, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone—partnered with the 
government to fight the virus.

The Sierra Leone Brewery, for 
example, helped in constructing facili-
ties for Ebola treatment. Individuals, 
such as Patrick Lansana, a Sierra 
Leonean communications expert, also 
volunteered their services for the 
Ebola fight. He said: “I joined the fight 
against Ebola because I wanted to 
help my country. My efforts, and 
those of others, made a difference. It 
would have been difficult for the gov-
ernment and international partners 
to combat the virus alone.”

Public-private partnerships
Private and public sectors need to 

collaborate to help Africa’s health care 
system from collapse, notes a report 
by UK-based PricewaterHouseCoo-
pers consultancy firm. The report 
states that public-private partner-
ships, or PPPs, when fully synergised 
can bring about quality health care. 
Under a PPP in the health sector, 
for example, a government can con-
tribute by providing the health care 
infrastructure, while private entities 
can be involved in the operations. 

In a widely published joint opinion 
piece last April, Mr. Dangote and Mr. 
Gates stated that improving health 
care in Africa depends on a “success-
ful partnership between government, 
communities, religious and business 
leaders, volunteers, and NGOs. This 
ensures that everyone is rowing in 
the same direction.”

Culled from Africa Renewal

PAVITHRA RAO

Tristate Heart and Vascular Centre in Nigeria. Photo: Tristate Heart and Vascular Centre
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…as school admits over 200 freshmen …Parents relate their experiences

Focus

More Nigerian parents look to AUN 
for quality education for children

M
any Nigerians 
a r e ,  i n c r e a s -
ingly, reviewing 
their choice of 
universities for 

their children in line with the 
economic realities of the time. A 
number of those whose children 
were studying abroad are now 
bringing them back while some 
other parents who ordinarily 
would have loved to send their 
children to some of the leading 
universities abroad may have 
also begun to shelve such idea, 
preferring instead to look in-
wards. These realities were dis-
closed to BDSUNDAY Monday in 
Yola, Adamawa State, by some 
parents during the Fall 2017 
Convocation & Pledge Ceremony 
of the American University of 
Nigeria (AUN).

Some of these parents said 
they saw no reas on going 
through the stress of sourcing 
foreign exchange to pay school 
fees and other services associ-
ated with their children’s educa-
tion when they can easily do so 
here in Nigeria in local currency, 
and still achieve the same qual-
ity of education.

At the induction ceremo-
ny of over 200 freshmen into 
the various programmes of the 
AUN, held inside the expansive 
Lamido Aliyu Musdafa Com-
mencement Hall, Dawn Dekle, 
who was performing the role for 
the first time in her capacity as 
the president of the institution, 
as she joined the university on 
July 1, tasked the students on the 
need to avail themselves of the 
limitless opportunities that the 
university offers.

“Today’s Fall Convocation and 
Pledge Ceremony is the first in 
two ways: Our first gathering 
together as a community as we 
begin a new academic session, 
and my very first event with all 
of you as a community, after my 
assumption seven weeks ago to 
lead this great university as the 
president,” said Ms. Dekle, who 
was appointed in July.

“It has been said that the pur-
pose of education is to replace an 
empty mind with an open mind. 
It has also been said that your 
mind should not be so open that 
your brains fall out.

“As we begin this 13th aca-
demic session, I encourage every 
one of you to be tolerant and 
have respect for one another. 
Remember that in the past you 
have always taken the AUN 
Community Pledge of Integrity. 
Today, our newest class will join 
in taking the pledge, I implore 

you to live it and demand it from 
your colleagues.”

Below are reactions 
of some parents

Dr. Alex Egbona, chairman, 
Gbagolo Integrated Farms Lim-

ited, Calabar, Cross River State, 
in this chat expresses concern 
over quality of education in 
Nigeria. He was in Yola for the 
matriculation of his son, Stanley 
Egbona, who is studying Busi-
ness Administration at AUN.

......................................

What really motivated you 
to bring your son to the AUN of 
all the schools in the country?

I have heard a lot about AUN 
and incidentally, I have a class 
mate who works here who has 
told me much about the institu-
tion. Moreover, I saw most of 
their activities on the internet, 
so I decided to bring my son here.  

How concerned are you with 
the quality of education in the 
country?

Well, as someone who at-
tended a public school, the qual-
ity of education in the country 
is dropping every day and again 
the proliferation of universities. I 
graduated in 1990, between that 
time and now, the quality of edu-
cation has fallen so much. What 
I saw when I did my masters in 
one of the federal universities 
in the country was lamentable; 
we were standing up all through 
the lectures, because there were 
no seats. Almost half of us were 
standing; there were no chairs, 
no where to place your books 
to write, and everywhere was 
very dirty. This is the time gov-
ernment should look into that 
sector. You see, I am not happy 
with ASUU over the ongoing 
strike. Why did they wait till 
2017 when some of their griev-
ances date back to 2009? Why 
didn’t they insist that govern-
ment must meet their needs 
at that time? They are the part 
of the problem in the sector. If 
they waited for six months or 
one year and government did 
not meet the conditions, why 
did they not go on strike, why 
did they wait up till now? The 
standard of education in Nigeria 
has fallen so much. In the past, if 
you hear of private universities, 

they were meant for students 
who were not doing well; who 
could not pass JAMB, but now 
private universities is the order 
of the day. But today, nobody is 
doing anything about the public 
universities because the public 
office holders who should do 
that, incidentally, their children 
are not even there. So, who 
cares? So, as a person, I am even 
thinking that we should stop 
building more universities. Let’s 
put the existing ones in order. 
Even some states have three 
universities that are not viable. 
The states are not helping mat-
ters. In some states, for instance 
in Edo, there is the University of 
Benin; there’s the Ambrose Alli 
University, and now a former 
governor is building another 
university there. Why? It is be-
coming almost like a secondary 
school. I am seriously calling on 
government to look into that 
sector urgently.

Some people may be scared 
to send their children to Yola as 
a result of the insurgency in the 
North East; where did you draw 
you confidence from?

I didn’t give a thought to that 
actually. I never considered it. I 
told you earlier that a class mate 
of mine is here. One woman 
from my local government, 
who is a professor of English, 
is here. They assured me that 
everything is peaceful here and 
because of that I decided to come. 
Since I came, everything has 
been peaceful; the environment 
is also peaceful.

....................................
Millicent Omunakwe, SAP 

training coordinator, Shell Pe-
troleum Company of Nigeria 
Limited, who accompanied her 

ZEBULON AGOMUO

President Dawn Dekle (r) welcoming a fresher

Alex Egbona
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son, Progress Elijah, to the AUN 
for his matriculation, shared her 
thoughts.

..................................
Why did you decide to bring 

your son to the AUN in the 
midst of the insurgency in the 
North East?

To be honest with you, it did 
not cross my mind; I mean the in-
surgency or security challenges 
they have here. I was looking for 
a one-stop-shop school that will 
give my boy what it takes to be a 
complete developed person that 
will add value to the society. So, 
it was when I had concluded 
arrangements and all that that 
I started telling my friends and 
colleagues that they started say-
ing, ‘hey, why are you going to 
that place’? I said, Okay, I didn’t 
even realise it; it did not cross 
my mind. When I came here I 
actually began to ask questions 
about the security situation and 
the presentations were enough 
to give me the courage and as-
surance that my boy is in a safe 
place. By the way, I am a child of 
God, I am not afraid of anything.

You could have as well sent 
the boy to London, America or 
even to Ghana, why Yola?

First I believe in Nigeria. I 
believe it is high time we began 
to encourage our own. Then the 
other reason is that I see what 
some of my friends go through 
trying to raise money for their 
children’s school fees, dollar rate 
and all that. So, I did not want to 
go through all that hassles and 
these kinds of challenges, so I 
am comfortable doing my naira 
thing here.

Years back, there was trust 
in public schools; nowadays it 
appears the reverse is the case, 
people tend to believe more in 
private universities than the 
public ones. What do you think 
is responsible for this?

It is unfortunate though. I 
believe the reason is the quality. 
I went to a public school- Uni-
versity of Calabar. The quality 
we had that time was second 
to none; you could compare it 
with any foreign university. 
These days you don’t get that. 
Secondly, these days they make 
it very difficult for people to get 
admission into the universities. 
Some candidates have their 
O’Level results and passed JAMB 
entrance examination with good 
points, yet they find it very dif-
ficult to gain admission. The 
parents now go through a lot to 
get their children into available 
slots in the universities. That’s 
why you see that the option now 
is the private universities, even 
though they are expensive, you 
get value for the money. Two 
things are the driving factors- 
one, the quality is no longer there 
in the public schools; two, they 
make it difficult for people to get 
admission. Nobody wants to go 
through hassles. From my own 
background, water will always 
move from a region of higher to 
lower water potential. So every-
body would want to go where it 
is easy to go in.

What is your advice to gov-
ernment on how to revamp the 
ailing sector; at least to take us 

back to where we were if it can-
not be improved?

The first thing to do is to go 
back to the vision of the found-
ing fathers, for education. There 
was a vision. There is the need 
for re-orientation. We need to 
begin to think differently. And 
ask ourselves, ‘where do we 
want this country to be?’ If we 
have that mindset, it will help us 
to think and act differently. The 
JAMB thing I don’t know if it is 
really helping us. You did JAMB 

exam and you come and do an-
other exam with the university 
you are seeking admission into.  
It is making life difficult. I think 
that government should begin 
to see how to scrap JAMB and 
then allow individual universi-
ties to conduct their entrance 
examinations. I think that will 
help to lessen the hassles people 
go through nowadays in seeking 
admissions into the university.

..........................................
Alaye Eremie, father of Ga-

briel, 6-foot 6-inch boy that 
emerged the tallest new stu-
dent, said people said he had the 
heart of 10 people by deciding to 
take his son to AUN.

...................................
I feel good, despite the stories 

in newspaper, social media and 
the rest of them over the secu-
rity challenges in this part of the 
country.  Permit me to say that 
the media have not help very 
well in propagating news and 
information across.  What I read 
in the news papers and social 
media is totally different from 
what I see since I came to Yola. 
The first day I came, I was like 
asking, ‘where is the American 
school? Before we came here, 
we did quite a lot of research; 
we read everything we could see 
on the net about the American 
university and we found out that 
the one in Nigeria is a franchise.  
We asked a lot of questions from 
those who know the university; 
those who passed through it. We 
found out that their testimonies 
are the same. The stories are the 
same from those who finished 
five years ago; three years ago; 
two years ago, one year ago or 
even some months ago. They 
have the same testimonies. So, 
we had this confidence that we 
can bring our son; after all, Yola 
is a part of Nigeria. So, since we 
are not doing anything outside 
the country now, Yola is a good 
option. The way some people 
were talking when they heard 
we were bringing our son here, 
they make it look as if it is a 
war zone, it is not. I don’t know 
whether when we leave they’ll 
start the war.

Why are convinced that 
your son would have a good 
education at AUN and as a re-
sult you did not consider send-
ing him abroad?

Thank you for that question 
(you can see my wife smiling- the 
woman sitting next to him); she 
had wanted him to go outside; 
and at a point I myself had also 
wanted him out, but I do quite a 
lot with youths across the coun-
try. I do quite a lot of talking and 
counseling to the youth. I just 
realised that majority of those 
children sent abroad, it is the 
parents that are destroying their 
lives not the children. This is 
because I speak with them; I can 
feel their pulse, what they are 
going through. Sending them out 
at that tender age, I don’t encour-
age that.  I schooled in Nigeria. A 
lot of people say it is the dollar 
exchange rate that made them 
to bring their children to AUN; 
but for me it is not, because the 
school fees here is not too differ-
ent from what you are going to 
pay outside and visa is not like it 
is a do-or-die thing, you’ll get it. 
I want him to stay close to me, 
but after his masters degree he 
can go to wherever he wants. 
For me, I just feel that, for my 
children, they will be in Nigeria, 
except otherwise. My children, I 
have three, will go through this 
system.

What are your expectations 
from your son after four years?

Number one, I expect him to 
be far better than me. Number 

two, I want to see the God-given 
gifts being made manifest in his 
life because I found something 
about our country; we don’t 
work according to one’s passion 
but anything that give them 
money. They work because 
they are looking for money.  
There’s no passion for work; 
everybody is doing it because 
‘I have to survive’. And when 
they start working, survival 
becomes difficult. But if there 
is that passion in whatever you 
are doing, even when it seems 
difficult, you’ll keep on doing it 
because it is your passion. So I 
want to see that passion of life 
in what he wants to become out 
of him. Like I always say, school 
is a springboard- he is studying 
Software Engineering now, but 
he may not live on it tomorrow, 
I expect to see something better 
than I am seeing right now.

Nowadays, many people are 
struggling to send their children 
to private schools; what is your 
regret about the public school 
system in the country?

It is not funny. We had been 
in Yola for a week before the 
matriculation. When we were 
leaving Abuja, we heard about 
the ASUU strike, I said to myself, 
‘so if my son was going to any 
public university in Nigeria, he 
would have been at home now. 
It is a shame I must say it. In our 
days when we went to school, 
how many were private schools, 
I could count them, very few of 
them. Then, going into a federal 
university was great, it was a 
prestigious thing, but right now, 
many people find it difficult to go 
there.  If the education system in 
this country is fixed, it would be 
good; I won’t lie to you, it doesn’t 
seem to be a reality. And I want 
to say in a hurry that it is not 
just a matter of leadership it is a 
matter of our perspective of life. 
When I was in the university, I 
suffered ASUU strike; it didn’t 
start today, so it appears to me 
that it is a never-ending problem. 
I feel pained by what is happen-
ing. There are many Nigerians 
out there that may not afford 
the fees for private universities, 
what do we want them to do? It 
is a shame I must say.Alaye Eremie

L-R: Duma Pepple, Progress Elijah Omunakwe and Millicent Omunakwe

I did not want 
to go through all 
that hassles and 
these kinds of 
challenges, so I 
am comfortable 
doing my naira 
thing here



Our leaders have for so long paid lip service to wealth creation - Aderinwale

C
ould you tell us the place 
of entrepreneurship in 
nation building?
Well, let me again step 
back. Africa as a continent 

has had to confront several chal-
lenges with several enemies. Some 
of those enemies we have managed 
to wrestle to the ground; we have 
had to deal with slavery which deci-
mated us, by and by, we triumphed 
over that. We had to then deal with 
colonialism, and which affected us; 
we triumphed over that. But in the 
process, the major consequence for 
most of Africa, not all of Africa, is 
the issue of poverty. And because 
post independence Africa has not 
properly dimensioned poverty, our 
leaders need to understand poverty 
properly. Poverty is one: a phenom-
enon with a very ugly face, you 
don’t have to put cosmetics on an 
ugly face and hope you can make 
it beautiful. Even if you did, you 
know it would always wash away. 
The ugliness will always remain 
and come back to the fore. In the 
same vein, it is lack of understand-
ing that makes policy makers talk 
about poverty alleviation. You can-
not alleviate poverty. Poverty is like 
an envelope of darkness. You can’t 
alleviate darkness. You can’t make 
darkness bearable. You eliminate 
darkness because it is destructive; it 
is restrictive; it doesn’t add to you. It 
takes a lot from you. That is why you 
eliminate it. So, in that same vein, 
poverty as an envelope of darkness, 
the antidote to darkness is light. So, 
you have to look at the opposite of 
poverty; and the opposite of poverty 
is wealth creation. And unless and 
until our leaders understand that the 
task ahead is wealth creation, for so 
long, would we continue to nibble, 
and we are treating symptoms. 
What you see today are symptoms 
of a disease; the disease is poverty, 
it will manifest today as kidnapping, 
increase in violent crime, but that 
in itself is not the disease. You can 
treat that but you are not treating 
the disease. To treat the disease is to 
treat poverty. And the only way you 
treat the darkness of poverty is by 
shinning the light of wealth creation 
on poverty. That is what will now 
eliminate poverty.

Don’t you think that poverty is 
a conscious instrument that the 
leadership has over the years used 
to keep the people subjective and 
there is no conscious effort to treat 
this disease you are talking about?

I don’t really agree. You see, when 
you don’t understand an issue, you 
probably will approach it in a wrong 
way. If you go to a quack doctor for 
instance, you have malaria, and 
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AYODELE ADERINWALE, deputy chief coordinator of the Olusegun Obasanjo Presidential Library (OOPL), in this interview with 
ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, in Abeokuta, Ogun State, said that Nigeria needs to refocus her priorities; the possibility of the country 
getting out of the poverty web by wholly embracing entrepreneurship and consciously deploying same into wealth creation. He 
believed that the claim by some elected office holders that poverty can only be alleviated and not eradicated is faulty. Aderinwale 
also stressed the need for every Nigerian to channel all effort toward wealth-creation. He spoke on other issues. Excerpts:

the quack doctor is just treating the 
symptoms of malaria. He is not treat-
ing malaria; he is just dealing with 
your headache, your headache may 
subside, but the malaria remains. 
If they understand that wealth 
creation will lead to national trans-
formation in itself, they would not 
use poverty as a control mechanism. 
Believing as it were, so long as the 
people remain poor, it will be very 
limited and evil on the part of the 
leadership to say you want to make 
poverty a constant companion of 

your people and permanent condi-
tion of existence. It is only a leader-
ship that is evil that will take that 
kind of perspective.   

But, if it doesn’t happen at the 
leadership, don’t you think our 
curriculum in schools, should begin 
to embrace this so that it will now 
broaden the psyche of the students 
that there is no white collar job 
out there? You have to be creative 
yourself, because until now, many 
students going to school still believe 

that whenever they come out they grab 
white collar job there. Don’t you think 
it is high time that those who formulate 
our school curriculums and policies 
brought that into the consciousness of 
our students?

It is not the curriculum that is the 
problem. It is the pedagogy, the science 
of teaching. What happens in our institu-
tions from primary school to university 
is that there is too much teaching and 
limited learning. When you change 
your pedagogy, the overall approach, 
and the emphasis is now on learning as 
against teaching; the first instance is the 
inquisitiveness. That is what enhances 
your response to issues and challenges. 
That is level one at the school. In the 
family and in the home also, there is also 
very big problem confronting us; the 
way most of us bring up our children, 
‘daddy knows best’. We fail in our duty 
as parents by wanting to do everything 
for our kids. One day I was on a visit to 
a university and this student came. Uni-
versity student about to resume and the 
mother was the one filling the form for 
the boy. Is this boy an invalid? You don’t 
even want him to take responsibility for 
his or her life. That means you create a 
dependency mindset in the child. The 
dependency mindset grows and the 
child develops an entitlement sense. ‘I 
am entitled to this. It is my right to have 



Our leaders have for so long paid lip service to wealth creation - Aderinwale
Interview
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that’. It is not about seeing the op-
portunities that are available from 
private sector initiative. As far back 
as 1991, I was then programme officer 
with the African Leadership Forum; I 
created the Junior Business Seminar. 
It was a week intensive immersion 
programme for young university 
students to look for the opportuni-
ties available for private sector in 
the Nigerian economy. The ability to 
look around you, to understand that 
every problem confronting a society 
carries in it an opportunity for you. 
And so, it is not just your curriculum. 
It is the need for a total paradigm 
shift; either at the level of leadership, 
political, social, economic, all, even in 
terms of parents understanding the 
fact that you cannot do for people 
permanently what they should do 
for themselves. In the same vein, 
unless you have wealth creation as a 
cross curtain theme, the focal point 
for development. Take for instance, 
if a governor were to wake up today 
and say ‘my focus for my state is 
wealth creation’. It means whatever 
else policy you are doing must be 
aimed at wealth creation: agriculture 
for wealth creation; road for wealth 
creation; industry and commerce for 
wealth creation; that is all. How did 
China lift about 300 to 400 million 
people out of poverty within a very 
short time? They did it (A) by en-
hancing the income earning ability 
of the household, (B) by increasing 
access to improved health facility, 
and stuffs like that. That way you 
take a comprehensive approach. So, 
it is not about teaching or going to 
school to learn entrepreneurship. 
That is not just the theme, entre-
preneurship is a mindset. Before I 
left here, we were running Entre-
preneurship Development Centre 
for part of the southwest; and one 
of the first things we do is to retool 
the mind to help the potential ap-
plicants and professionals who come 
for training to understand you need 
to change your mind set in the first 
instance; you need retraining; you 
need to retool; you need to refocus 
your mind and that is what you have 

to do. So, it is going to be some kind 
of serious campaign, both within 
the family, in the schools because it 
changes the pedagogy for students 
to learn; not the standard thing: 
lecturer walks in ‘blablabla’, and the 
student regurgitates the same thing 
during examination. No. Leave them 
to go make enquiry. In places like 
South Korea, at the age of 14, if you 
are in the sciences, they teach you 
how to culture bacteria; you go to 
the lake and collect water and grow 
bacteria. They teach you to make ex-
plosives. You do the experiment. You 
take charge. You are responsible. In a 
place like Canada, in the university, 
the same hostel is shared by boys and 
girls. It is not boys separate and girls 
separate. You take responsibility for 
your personal discipline. You don’t 
touch that girl without her permis-
sion. You can even be in the room. 
That is what they call learning to be 
in control of your body. You don’t ask 
me to cover up my body so as not to 
tempt him. I can dress the way I like. 
It is you that need to control yourself 
and take responsibility. You need 
to take away this paternal disposi-
tion on the part of government; the 
saviour disposition of parents, who 
thinks they can provide everything 
the child needs; that is why the man 
needs to steal himself blind because 
he wants to provide for ten genera-
tions down the road.

Now, assuming you are the presi-
dent or you are in leadership posi-
tion at the federal level, what are 
the steps you would have taken to 
make sure these solutions you are 
proffering now are put into practice?

You break it into three: there is the 
long term, the fundamental changes 
that need to take place. There is a 
medium run and then there is a short 
run. For the long term is to deal with 
the issue of reorientation and chang-
ing the mindset; dealing with the 
educational sector and all of that. In 
the medium run, is to now talk about 
how do you enhance the survival 
and the operational environment for 

enterprises in Nigeria? How do you 
begin to promote that so that your 
enterprises can thrive? You create 
industrial parks; you promote cluster 
farming among young people; and 
encourage all manner of incentives 
and framework for enhancing entre-
preneurship. And then in the short 
run, is to have properly designed 
programme that immediately can 
enhance the ability of young people 
to go into entrepreneurship. But it is 
the question of understanding all of 

these. Then, also at the fundamental 
level, is to say, okay, this is our main 
focus, and you take that major thing 
and you use it to drive all of your 
activities so that for the next ten 
years, you insist that ‘we are going 
be obsessed with wealth creation’. So, 
for the next ten years, whatever you 
do in aviation; transport; housing; 
health and whatever you do any-
where, is aimed at one thing: wealth 
creation. That is what you call long 
term strategy. 
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guidelines and standards 
applied in the civil avia-
tion sector in Nigeria are 
based on the Standards and 
Recommended Practices 
(SARP) of the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) and stipulated na-
tional laws and regulations.

Sulaimon said: “This 
claim by the NCAA that 
its operations and activi-
ties are guided by national 
laws and regulations is a 
myth going by its clear 
disregard for the FoI Act.  
An agency that performs 
such important functions 
and activities as the NCAA 
should be open and trans-
parent.  But a quick exami-
nation of the activities of 
NCAA since the inception 
of the FoI Act reveals that 
it is one of those public 
institutions undermining 
the Act through its actions 
and omissions.”

MRA noted that since 
2011 when the FoI Act 
was passed into Law, the 
NCAA has failed to comply 

with its duties and obliga-
tions under the Act, saying 
that the agency prefers to 
squander public resources 
in fighting any request for 
the disclosure of informa-
tion by engaging the ser-
vices of lawyers to assist 
its efforts to advance an 
illegal and unjustifiable 
culture of secrecy.

It cited as evidence of 
this the web of litigations 
that the NCAA has been 
entangled in since 2013, fol-
lowing its refusal to grant a 
series of FoI requests made 
by several individuals, civil 
society organisations and 
networks, including hu-
man rights lawyer and for-
mer President of the West 
African Bar Association 
(WABA), Femi Falana (SAN); 
Enough Is Enough (EIE), 
Public and Private Develop-
ment Centre (PPDC), MRA, 
and the Zero Corruption 
Coalition (ZCC), to disclose, 
among other things, its 
budgets, procurement in-
formation and details of its 

Why MRA enlists Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority into FoI’s Hall of Shame

I
n the recent times, 
Media Rights Agenda 
(MRA), one of Nigeria`s 
foremost Non-Govern-
mental Organisations, 

has step up its campaign for 
effective implementation of 
the Freedom of Information 
Act, signed into law by the 
Nigerian Government.

One of the measures ad-
opted by the NGO to ensure 
active operationalisation 
of the Act, was the resolve 
by the group to induct the 
MDAs that have refused to 
implement the Act into the 
league of members of the 
Hall of Shame it instituted.

As part of the measure 
last week the Group con-
ferred the Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA) 
with membership of its 
Freedom of Information 
(FoI) “Hall of Shame”, over 
the allegation that the 
agency was involved in 
the wastage of public funds 
to advance a culture of se-
crecy and covers up dubious 
transactions.

The decision by MRA to 
induct NCAA into the FoI 
Hall of Shame, was made 
known to BDSUNDAY in a 
statement issued by MRA’s 
Freedom of Information 
Programme Manager, Rid-
wan Sulaimon.

Sulaimon said rather 
than comply with the FoI 
Act which encapsulates a 
public policy of open govern-
ment, the agency has chosen 
to dissipate public funds in 
challenging every effort to 
make it transparent and any 

attempt by citizens to obtain 
information from it.   

He called on the Buhari 
Administration to direct 
an investigation into the 
amount of public funds that 
the NCAA had allegedly 
wasted in unjustifiable liti-
gations aimed at avoiding its 
duties and obligations under 
the FoI Act and ensure that 
the funds are recovered 
from those officials respon-
sible for every decision not 
to comply with the Law in 
all cases resulting in legal 
expenses.

The NCAA is the regula-
tory body overseeing the 
activities of all airlines and 
their pilots, engineers and 
cabin staff, airports, airstrips 
and heliports, navigation 
aids, all aviation service 
providers, including the air-
port authority and air traffic 
service providers, aviation 
training institutions, among 
others and oversees the en-
tire aviation industry.

The agency claims that 
its operating principles, 

   AdeolA AjAkAiye

CFTZ set to launch made in Nigeria TV, radio, tablets

G
ospell Digital Tech-
nology C alabar 
Free Trade Zone, 
CFTZ, is set to re-

cord another first as it has 
concluded arrangements 
to launch made-in-Nigeria 
television sets, TV, set up 
boxes and cell phones.

Other products billed for 
launch include tablets, radio 
and various other home ap-
pliances.

The Calabar Free Trade 
Zone is one of the first free 
zones that was fully com-
pleted in 1999 and started 
operation after official com-
missioning in November 
2001.

The enabling Act for Reg-
istered Free Zones in Nigeria 
came into effect in 1992. 
Over 50 manufacturing 
companies operate within 

the CFTZ zone and the lat-
est entrant is Gospell Digital 
Technology.

Speaking to newsmen 
during the Minister of Trade, 
Industry and Investment vis-
it to the zone at the weekend 
on the company’s next plan, 
the Group Managing Direc-
tor of Gospell Digital Tech-
nology Calabar Free Trade 
Zone, Godfrey Ohabunwa, 
disclosed that the factory 
will be producing not just 
set up boxes but television 
sets, cell phones, tablets, ra-
dio and various other home 
appliances

Excited that the minister 
witnessed the installation 
of the equipment of the fac-
tory, Ohabunwa said there 
are two parts of the factory 
including the assembly line 
and the SMT line.

He further disclosed that 
the company is among the 
first companies that secured 

finance of about N5000, 
000m from the Bank of In-
dustry for the purchase of 
machinery for the setting up 
of a Surface Man Technology 
factory in Nigeria.

He said: “I did not have 
the money but the Bank of 
Industry in their magnanim-
ity looked at our proposal 
and found us worthy to give 
us a loan. It’s a coincidence 
that the day our equipments 
arrived the minister equally 
came to inspect the zone 
and saw how the equipment 
arrive.

“This factory will be 
producing not just set up 
boxes but television sets, 
cell phones, tablets, radio 
and various other home 
appliances. My joy is that it 
gives me hope and makes me 
believe that there is hope for 
Nigeria.

“This factory will create 
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purchase of two controver-
sial BMW 760 LiHSS bullet 
proof cars for then Minister 
of Aviation, Stella Oduah, 
worth N225 million.

MRA accused the NCAA 
of also failing to meet most 
of its other obligations un-
der the FoI Act, saying it had 
not published the title and 
address of the appropriate 
officer to whom applications 
for information under the 
FOI Act should be made, as 
required by Section 2(3)(f) of 
the Act.

It also noted that despite 
the express provisions of the 
Law, over the last six years 
since the FoI Act came into 
force, the NCAA had not 
issued or submitted to the 
Attorney-General of the 
Federation, as required by 
Section 29(1) of the Act, any 
annual report on its imple-
mentation of the Act and 
has not on its own published 
such a report for any year, as 
stipulated by the Law.

Additionally, MRA said, 

the NCAA has not complied 
with its proactive disclosure 
obligations under Section 
2(3) and (4) of the Act as it has 
not published on its website 
or circulated anywhere else, 
the categories of informa-
tion which the Law requires 
it to publish and dissemi-
nate widely to members of 
the public through various 
means, including print, elec-
tronic and online sources.

MRA added that it was 
not aware of any request for 
information that the NCAA 
has granted over the last six 
years, insisting that on the 
contrary, the NCAA has re-
peatedly refused to disclose 
information requested by 
members of the public, in-
cluding many civil society 
organisations, even when 
no exemptions applied to 
the information requested, 
with nearly all of them re-
sulting in litigation against 
the NCAA for its failure to 
disclose requested informa-
tion.

...to hit market in october
Mike ABANG Calabar   P

rofessor Sebastine 
Uremadu of Michael 
Okpara University 
of Agriculture Umu-

dike, (MOUAU) Abia State 
has advised the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) not to allow 
the exchange rate of the 
country’s currency to be 
determined by market forces 
despite the prevailing eco-
nomic realities on ground.

Uremadu, who gave the 
advice while fielding ques-
tions from newsmen in 
Umuahia on the state of the 
Nigerian economy, disclosed 
that he had earlier written a 
memo to the CBN, alongside 
Prof. Herbert Ekpo where 

‘Market forces should not be used to determine exchange rate of naira’
they recommended that the 
exchange rate should not 
be allowed to be fixed by 
market forces, adding that 
the strategy was adopted by 
the apex bank.

On the pro-and anti-Bu-
hari rallies which took place 
in Abuja, the Varsity don 
cautioned against anything 
that could drag the Igbo na-
tion into another civil war.

Uremadu alerted the Ig-
bos of a grand design by the 
enemies of Igbos to make 
them spearhead opposition 
against the administration 
of President Mahammadu 
Buhari. According to him, 
“It was the same manner the 
Yorubas began their crisis in 
Western region in mid-60s 
which they called ‘wild wild 
west and operation wetie’ 
and some military officers 
led by Major Chukwuma 
Kaduna Nzeogwu struck, 
even Awolowo who prom-
ised to declare Oduduwa 
Republic abandoned the 
plan and became the vice to 
the Gowon-led government”.

“Even people of the south-
ern minorities also pledged 
support to the Federal Gov-
ernment, only Akwa Ibom 
people fought together with 
Igbos, so I hereby caution 
those calling for war to re-
frain from it,” the don said.

“Now Senator Magnus 
Abe organised some Niger 
Delta youths on a rally for 
President Buhari; so I now 
ask: why should the South 
west and South-south al-
ways push Igbos to war?”

On the recent ASUU 
strike, the academic ob-
served that the pay package 
of academic staff was noth-
ing to write home about.

“What the academic staff 
earns while in service is 
nowhere close to taking care 
of them or even when they 
retired,” he lamented.

He wondered why the 
members of the National 
Assembly would earn their 
salaries and allowances in 
full but government foot-
drags in implementing lec-
turers’ pay.

UdokA AGWU, Umuahia
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T
here are myriads of 
reasons for offence in 
the workplace or while 
carrying out business 
transactions. These 

could come from competitors, 
employees, colleagues, customers 
and various other stakeholders.

You as a business man are 
expected to be on your guard as 
with an eagle’s eye to ensure you 
outwit every competitor. You are 
also on the look out to take up 
new opportunities which may 
mean push out existing players in 
that area. There is an unconscious 
belief in you that every business 
in your line belongs to you, and 
anyone who takes them has 
trespassed your territory. Your 
emotions usually, unconsciously, 
alludes to this truth.

No doubt, doing business re-
quires great amount of focus and 
forthrightness to make it a suc-
cess. The TRUTH is that in the 
bid to ensure that we succeed at 
what we do; we forget the most 
important principle Jesus taught 

How praying for other’s businesses paves way for you
that can make doing business easy 
and having result effortless. We 
forget so soon that as children of 
God our modus operandi of doing 
business is different from that 
of the world system. Our reac-
tions are like theirs, what they 
are saying and doing is so loud 
and impacting that it affects our 
actions. They may have results, 
but how did they get that result? 
Result could be gotten by killing; 
it could be gotten by fraud, by 
stealing and many other ways 
without recourse to God. And in 
the eyes of the people of the world 
it is still result nonetheless. But as 
a child of God there is an easier 
way carved out by God to have 
untold result effortlessly if we 
tread the path of instruction as 
laid down by God.

My ways are not your ways, 
neither are my thoughts your 
thoughts says the Lord (Is. 55:8-9). 
It doesn’t matter how anything is 
being done on earth be it business 
or otherwise, God has His own 
WAY! The scripture tells us that 
the just shall live by FAITH, and 
that without faith it is impossible 
to please God. But there is no way 
our lifeline which is faith can 
work when we are not working 
in LOVE! I can boldly tell you as 
a business man that the scarcest 
resource in the world of business 
is LOVE. How do you love when 
only one project is available to 

F
or the second time in 
one month, Nigeria’s 
foremost telecommuni-
cations company, Globa-

com, is visiting the rustic city of 
Suleja with premium entertain-
ment as the company takes its 
high-flying comedy show, Glo 
Laffta Fest to the city. Globacom 
had on August 5 rocked Suleja 
with its flagship music concert, 
Glo Mega Music Nationwide 
Tour.

 The show slated to hold at 1 
pm at Tommy Hill Station Hotel 
in the heart of Suleja, will treat 
the residents of this major city 

Suleja for premium fun as Glo comedy show berths
north of Abuja to the best of 
humour, as they have done in 
19 locations across Nigeria in the 
last four months.

Apart from local talents who 
will be given an opportunity to 
entertain the audience, accom-
plished stars who will mount the 
Glo Laffta Fest stage in Suleja in-
clude Bovi Ugboma; Godwin Ko-
mone, popularly called Gordons; 
Basheer Hammed, better known 
as Bash; Osama Akpunonu; Mc 
Tagwaye, and Princewill Ayiri.

The organizers, Globacom, 
said in a press release from its 
head office in Lagos that the 

show will give residents of Suleja 
and its environs Grade-A comic 
entertainment.

Glo Laffta Fest has been held 
in Port Harcourt, Abuja, Owerri, 
Warri, Yenegoa, Calabar, Uyo, 
Ibadan, Benin, Ijebu-Ode, Ka-
duna, Abeokuta, Victoria Island, 
FESTAC, Ikorodu and Kubwa, in 
Abuja.

 One of the show headliners, 
Bovi said the show will be the 
biggest collection of top come-
dians under one roof in the city 
of Suleja, calling on residents 
not to miss out on the fun. All 
the other comedians billed to 
perform equally spoke with a 
passion about the show, giving 
their words to give their best.

 To attend the Suleja edition 
of Glo Laffta Fest, Glo subscrib-
ers are expected to use up to 
N2,000 credit within one month 
and text LOL with the location 
name to the short code 240; for 
example, “LOL Suleja” to 240. 
Subscribers who do not meet 
this criterion but who wish to 
attend the show are advised to 
purchase N2000 airtime at the 
event venue for their own use. 
They will then be entitled to a 
ticket.

 After Suleja, the show moves 
to Kano before going to other lo-
cations, such as, Anyigba, Lokoja, 
Port Harcourt, Onitsha, Makurdi 
and Ajah.        

many bidders and contractors? 
How do you love when your 
counterpart was given the same 
contract you had hoped to get? O 
boy, it isn’t easy to walk in love at 
that moment. It is like you are set 
against one another, so it is a con-
tinual fight to keep your identity.

There must be a paradigm 
shift in us that let us know or 
remind us that our world view 
should be that of abundance 
made available through the death 
and the resurrection of Jesus. 
And that all things are ours not 
some. This mindset liberates and 
creates room in our hearts to see 
others and their businesses dif-
ferently. There is no competition 
or contention on anything, there 
is that understanding that if one 
business opportunity is taken 
or lost there are numerous ones 
that will follow. When we fail 
to walk in the light of this truth 
the feeling of loss, bitterness and 
hatred engulf us, which would 
naturally come without you call-
ing for them. What that means is 
that deep down in our hearts (re-
vealing the content of our heart 
to us), the understanding that we 
have about God being our Jeho-
vah Jireh (our provider) is shal-
low. Our hope and expectation is 
centered on the fact that God has 
only one way of doing things for 
us or make things happen for us.

 If we knew God as the God 

that created the whole universe, 
the God that owns the cattle on a 
thousand hills and with Him all 
things are possible. Our reaction 
to every loss would not be that of 
hatred, anger or animosity, rather 
we would rejoice as commanded 
knowing full well that there is 
more where that came from. 
We would not need to struggle 
to pray for other businesses 
that outwitted us or took what 
we thought belonged to us. We 
would go out shake their hands 
and wish them well.

Now for us to move our busi-
nesses forward and experience 
the supernatural hand of God 
in what we are doing, this un-
derstanding must be in place 
and very clear. Once it is in place 
whatever blocks LOVE in our 
hearts towards other’s businesses 
vanishes away, we are only left 
with pure, unadulterated LOVE 
that aids faith in its working. And 
the moment we begin to function 
in this, heavens come down, and 
the glory of God fills your space. 
The enemy knows this that is 
why perpetually we are kept 
from ever coming to terms with 
this truth. The TRUTH is that 
nobody needs to come down for 
your business to succeed or go 
up. This is one of the ways that 
our arch enemy (satan) succeeds 
in hindering our prayers because 
our hearts are full of offence, 

and your faith can only work by 
LOVE.

So beloved what must we do as 
soon as we encounter challenges 
like this?

1. When you are threatened, 
you should lift up your voice in 
thanksgiving to God appreciating 
the abundance that He has made 
available. Then begin to lift that 
business in your space up to God. 
Pray that they will not fail and 
that their project will succeed in 
Jesus name. Once you do this ac-
cording to scripture in the book 
of Matt. 5: 23, heaven steps into 
your situation and you become 
the next in line with greater, 
better miracle than you thought 
you lost.

2. Position yourself for the 
power of God. Please never take 
this for granted, it looks too sim-
ple to be true, but the power of 
God is in the doing of His word. 
The whole resources of heaven 
back up the word of God.

The design of God for us is to 
never struggle through life at 
anything we embark on. How-
ever, this can only be through 
the application of His wisdom 
in every situation. As you give 
hear to this truth and lift other 
businesses up in prayer you will 
be dazzled with the supernatural 
power of God in your own busi-
ness.

Remain Blessed.

W
i t h  t h e  b at t l e 
rounds out of the 
way, contestants 
are now bracing 

up for the Live Shows with only 
one objective; to emerge winner 
of Season 2 of Airtel The Voice 
Nigeria.

The four coaches will be pre-
paring four talents each for the 
crown. And at this stage of the 
show, viewers can now vote for 
their favourite talent.

The last five episodes of the 
contest (battle rounds) left the 
coaches with no choice but to 
bowdlerize their team; settling 
for the best choices for the Lives.

In episode 10, we saw Chris Rio 
and J’dees battled to a stripped 
down near accapela rendition 
of WestLife’s ‘More than words’. 
#TeamWaje’s Zorah and Shapera 
kicked off the performance of 
the night with Adam Lambert’s 
“Whataya Want From Me”. Waje 
puts Shapera through to the Lives.

#TeamPato’s Voke and Eseqlic 
in the show brought out the 
light-hearted side of the com-
petition, with their theatrical 
rendition of Tiwa Savage’s song 
titled “Wanted”, sending the 
Coaches in stitches. Voke won 
the Battle round.

Arewa did not disappointed 
her fans with her powerful 
voice and her pair Amarachi also 
demonstrated her talent in their 

Excitement heightens as Airtel The 
Voice Nigeria live show begins

performance of Emeli Sande’s 
“What I Did For Love”. Coach 
Waje elected Arewa while Ama-
rachi got a steal from Coach Timi 
Dakolo.

Ending the battles was a con-
test between three talents. Hav-
ing ended up with 13 talents at 
the Blind Audition, Coach Timi 
made the final pairing of the 
episode, putting forward Sandra, 
Victor and twin sisters Tara & 
Bella. Timi puts Victor through 
to the Lives after a performance 
of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Ter-
rell’s “Ain’t No Mountain High 
Enough.”

All contestants that have 
made it through the Battle 
Rounds will on Sunday night 
continue their quest to stardom.

You can watch the show 
every Sunday on Africa Magic 
Showcase (DStv Ch151) and Af-
rica Magic Urban (DStv Ch153) 
by 7pm Nigerian time.

The Voice Nigeria is proudly 
sponsored by Airtel, the smart-
phone network.
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Increasing capacity for local rice production

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
he piece of cheering 
news that the annual 
rice production in Nige-
ria has increased from 
5.5 million tonnes in 2015 

to 5.8 million tonnes in 2017 by the 
President, Rice Farmers Association 
of Nigeria, RIFAN, Aminu Goronyo, 
calls for both commendation to the 
Muhammadu  Buhari-led adminis-
tration and its sustenance. Though 
Nigerians spent about N1bn on 
imported rice consumption in 
2015 such spending has drastically 
reduced as consumption had in-
creased because of increased local 
production of the commodity. “The 
consumption rate now is 7.9 million 
tonnes and the production rate has 
increased to 5.8 tonnes per annum,” 
Goronyo said.

This improvement is as a result 
of the Central Bank of Nigeria’s 
Anchor Borrowers Programme 
(ABP) with a total of 12 million rice 
producers and four million hectares 

of FADAMA rice land. There is cur-
rently a workable linkage between 
Small HOLDER farmers and large 
scale processors leading to increased 
output. This has also improved on 
capacity utilisation of processors.

It would be recalled that ABP 
was launched by President Muham-
madu Buhari on November 17, 2015 
in Kebbi State. The aim is to create a 
synergy between anchor companies 
involved in processing and SHFs of 
the required key agric commodities. 
The initial fund was provided from 
the N220 billion micro and small 
and medium scale enterprises de-
velopment fund. ABP evolved from 
wide consultations involving stake-
holders such as federal ministry of 
agriculture and rural development, 
state governors, millers and small 
holder farmers.

Upping the ante, Governor Akin-
wunmi Ambode and his Kebbi State 
counterpart, Atiku Bagudu came up 
with the now popular Lake rice. The 
question is how to sustain this laud-
able initiative, across the country?

According to agric experts lo-
cal rice cultivation should provide 
sustainable wellbeing for produc-
ers, processors and marketers in 
Nigeria. The truth however, is that 
local rice production does not satisfy 
the totality of consumer demand 
in the country. As at 2009, Nigeria 
was importing an average of 1.7 mil-
lion tonnes of white rice annually, 
making the country as the world’s 
second-largest rice importer then. 
The cost of these rice imports rep-
resents a significant amount of lost 
earnings for the country in terms of 
jobs and income.

 Paddy rice is generally grown by 
small farmers in Nigeria where over 

30percent of rice growers cultivate 
less than 1 ha, and close to 60percent 
less than 5 ha. Although the paddy 
harvest rose from under 1 million 
tonnes in the 1970s to 4.2 million 
tonnes in 2010, production has not 
kept pace with demand.

Yet, there is considerable poten-
tial for extending and intensifying 
rice production in the five rice-
growing ecosystems found in Nige-
ria (plateau, rainfed plains, irrigated 
plains, lowlands and mangrove). The 
land area that could be cultivated 
is roughly 79 million hectares. Less 
than 10percent of the 3.4 million 
hectares that could be irrigated are 
currently irrigated. Rice yields in ir-
rigated areas are between 3 and 3.5 
t/ha, much lower than the potential 
yields estimated at between 7 and 9 
t/ha. This production gap could be 
bridged by introducing improved 
varieties, with better use of water 
resources and integrated manage-
ment.

Government’s intervention
As far back as the eighties, es-

pecially during the heady days of 
the Second Republic, the Shehu 
Shagari-led administration made 
frantic efforts at importing rice from 
various countries. At a point it was 
politicised, with reference made to it 
for at campaign rallies, as it became 
an avenue for corrupt politicians 
to feather their nests in what was 
referred to as the ‘rice armada’.

What that meant was that the 
focus was on massive importation 
rather local production. Thus, it 
fuelled the penchant of Nigerians 
to prefer foreign rice to their local 
varieties. Before then, the country 
had adopted a range of instruments 
designed to protect local production. 

For instance, the Nigerian National 
Rice Development Strategy (NRDS) 
set up in 2009 was meant to make 
the country self-sufficient in rice 
production by raising capacity of 
paddy rice from 3.4 million tonnes in 
2007 to 12.8 million tonnes in 2018.

The NRDS listed three priority 
areas of focus to achieve this level 
of production: (i) improving post-
harvest processing and treatment; (ii) 
developing irrigation and extending 
cultivated lands; and (iii) making 
seed, fertiliser and farming equip-
ment more readily available. 

Policy statements declaring the 
goal of self-sufficiency in rice for 
Nigeria are not new. The Presiden-
tial Initiative on rice under the Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo-led administra-
tion implemented from 2001 to 2007 
focused on developing rice produc-
tion, processing and exports, and 
aimed to achieve self-sufficiency and 
increase exports by 2007.

There have been various forms of 
contractual arrangements between 
farmers and processors tested to 
ensure production of high-quality 
paddy and white rice. Measures to 
stimulate investment, such as con-
cessional loans for investment in 
processing, are increasingly attract-
ing foreign capital. The emergence 
of new stakeholders is also guiding 
political decisions affecting the 
rice sector in Nigeria. In 2010, rice 
importers, processing centres and 
vendors in Nigeria spearheaded 
an effective campaign to address 
politicians, obtaining a ban on re-
exports of rice imported to Nigeria 
from Benin.

Though the initiative enhanced 
rice growing by 4.5percent increase 
in paddy production between 2001 

and 2007, it did not achieve its main 
objective.

Way Forward:
Government should involve all 

the relevant stakeholders in decision 
making. The NCS apparently did 
not key into 100 per cent tariffs on 
imported brown and finished rice.

·      It should see its 2015 target of 
self sufficiency in rice production 
with 100 large scale integrated rice 
mills with a 2.1 mmt to its logical 
conclusion.

·      Government should keep 
encouraging the private sector to 
invest in the sector as Domino Farms 
has done with $40 million dollars in 
Taraba State.

·      It should however, provide 
the enabling environment of stable 
electric power supply and good ac-
cess roads to reduce over head costs 
on production and processing.

·      It should be pro-active in 
taking steps to reduce losses from 
flooding.

·      It should embark on massive 
publicity to encourage the patron-
age of locally produced rice, staring 
with government officials, as it has 
been doing with the cassava-wheat 
composite bread.

·      Government should carry 
members of the Rice Millers, Import-
ers and Distributors Association of 
Nigeria, RIMIDAN along in its policy 
formulation and implementation.

·      There should be judicious use 
of all loans taken for the rice projects.

·      Government should ad-
equately fund and equip the Nigeria 
Customs service in both human 
capacity building and equipment to 
discharge their duties.

How low-paying jobs, weak safety nets reduce innovation, productivity
is growing, month after month 
after month. But wage growth is 
abysmal. So is productivity growth: 
not surprising in economies where 
there are lots of people on the job 
working for low pay.

The obvious conclusion, the 
one lots of people are drawing, 
is that the robot threat is totally 
overblown: the fantasy, perhaps, of 
a bubble-mad Silicon Valley- or an 
effort to distract from workers’ real 
problems, trade and excessive cor-
porate power. Generally speaking, 
the problem is not that we’ve got 
too much amazing new technology 
but too little.

This is not a straw man of my 
own invention. Robert Gordon 
makes this case. You can see Matt 
Yglesias make the same asser-
tion. Duncan Weldon, for his part, 
writes:

We are debating a problem we 
don’t have, rather than facing a 
real crisis that is the polar opposite. 
Productivity growth has slowed to 
a crawl over the last 15 or so years, 
business investment has fallen and 
wage growth has been weak. If the 
robot revolution truly was under 
way, we would see surging capital 
expenditure and soaring productiv-
ity. Right now, that would be a nice 
“problem” to have. Instead we have 
the reality of weak growth and 
stagnant pay. The real and pressing 
concern when it comes to the jobs 
market and automation is that the 
robots aren’t taking our jobs fast 
enough.

And in a recent blog post Paul 

Krugman concluded: I’d note, how-
ever, that it remains peculiar how 
we’re simultaneously worrying 
that robots will take all our jobs 
and bemoaning the stalling out of 
productivity growth. What is the 
story, really?

What is the story, indeed. Let 
me see if I can tell one. Last fall I 
published a book: “The Wealth of 
Humans”. In it I set out how rapid 
technological progress can coincide 
with lousy growth in pay and pro-
ductivity. Start with this:

Low labour costs discourage 
investments in labour-saving tech-
nology, potentially reducing pro-
ductivity growth.

My background is in economic 
history. Economic historians often 
explain divergences in patterns 
of industrialisation by pointing to 
differences in labour costs. British 
workers were expensive relative 
to workers on the continent and 
relative to British energy. British 
firms therefore had an incentive 
to develop and deploy new tech-
nologies that economised on labour 
and used a lot of energy: industri-
alisation! There’s more to the story 
than that, but that’s a pretty big 
component. Later something simi-
lar happened in America, where 
workers were even more expensive 
and resources even more abundant, 
and where the phenomenally 
productive “American system” of 
manufacturing therefore emerged.

We all sort of know this: that 
whether and how companies de-
cide to develop and use technologies 

depends on the costs they face. But 
we often forget it when it comes to 
debates about robots and automa-
tion.

Today, labour costs are relatively 
low. In real terms, wage growth has 
been close to imperceptible for most 
of the workforce since 2000, and in 
some cases going back much earlier. 
The real value of the minimum 
wage in America is quite low rela-
tive to what it was a half century 
ago. Now: it is also true that the 
cost of computing power and data 
storage has fallen, a lot. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, the “capital share” of 
income has fallen by more in recent 
decades than the “labour share”. 
One could argue that because the 
cost of technology has fallen by 
more than the cost of labour, we 
ought to have seen mass automa-
tion if in fact digital technology is 
all it’s cracked up to be.

But the scarce factor isn’t capital 
equipment. What is expensive is 
the intangible capital that’s needed 
to overhaul production in ways 
that use cheap computing power 
to eliminate lots of jobs. It is compli-
cated to figure out how to get these 
systems working and operating in 
a way that generates profits. While 
labour is cheap, firms face little 
pressure to make those massive 
investments in intangible capital 
in order to automate key processes.

Returning to the industrial par-
allel, it was not the case that James 
Watt developed his steam engine 
and everyone said “great, this tech-
nology is clearly superior to every-

thing else and we will therefore use 
it all across the economy”. Rather, 
it was used in a small number of 
contexts in which the economics 
(expensive labour, cheap energy) 
pushed business owners to experi-
ment. Then, over time, engineers 
improved the technology and firms 
built up a wealth of knowledge 
about how to use it to make a buck. 
Then eventually the technology 
was so good that it began to be ad-
opted in places where labour costs 
were not all that high.

Cheap labour is reducing the 
incentive to push new technologies 
along a similar path.

The digital revolution is partly 
responsible for low labour costs.

The digital revolution has creat-
ed an enormous rise in the amount 
of effective labour available to firms. 
It has created an abundance of la-
bour. If you’re a company and your 
workforce is demanding higher pay 
or being difficult, you have many 
ways to get the labour you need 
without adding to your wage bill.

You can move work abroad. 
Technology enabled the growth of 
global supply chains, which helped 
bring billions of low-wage workers 
into the global labour force. You can 
restructure your business in ways 
which allow fewer, more skilled 
workers to use technology to do 
tasks which previously required 
lots of less-skilled workers; or you 
can restructure your business in 
ways that reduce the bargaining 
power of your employees, or reduce 
your obligations to them.

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

Ideas 

G
iven the structure of our so-
cial safety net, automation 
tends to increase poverty 
and inequality rather than 

unemployment.
People are worried about robots 

taking jobs. Driverless cars are 
around the corner. Restaurants and 
shops increasingly carry the option 
to order by touch screen. Google’s 
clever algorithms provide instant 
translations that are remarkably 
good.

But the economy does not feel 
like one undergoing a technology-
driven productivity boom. In the 
late 1990s, tech optimism was 
everywhere. At the same time, 
wages and productivity were rock-
eting upward. The situation now 
is completely different. The most 
recent jobs reports in America and 
Britain tell the tale. Employment 
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I
t was a piece of good news 
at the weekend when the 
federal government an-
nounced that the Federal 
Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 

(FMBN) was being repositioned 
along with the Federal Housing 
Authority (FHA) to enable them 
play more effective role in ad-
dressing the housing problem 
in Nigeria.

Babatunde Fashola, Power, 
Works and Housing minister, 
who gave this hint at the 6th 
National Council on Land, Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
meeting in Abuja, explained that 
FMBN was being repositioned 
to enable it continue to deepen 
participation in the National 
Housing Fund (NHF) which 
forms a reliable pool of funding 
from which it lends money to 
contributors by way of mort-
gage loans to acquire houses.           

He noted that the bank has 
granted loans to estate develop-
ers to build houses and from 
available report, they currently 
have 3,823 housing units for sale 
in various states of the federa-
tion He disclosed that the minis-
try has directed that these units, 
their prices, description, location 
and eligibility criteria be widely 
publicized in transparent offers 
to interested members of the 
public.

The repositioning of FMBN is 
part of efforts at achieving the 
objectives of the new National 
Housing Programme (NHP) 
which, so far, has taken off in 
33 states where land has been 

What hope for NHF in 
FMBN repositioning?

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO
made available and has also en-
gaged about 653 contractors in 
the pilot scheme to deliver 2,736 
housing units.

Though it remains to be seen 
how this will impact positively 
on the operations of the NHF 
which is under the direct super-
vision of the FMBN, expectation 
is high at the housing ministry 
that, with the new spirit in the 
NHP, a lot will be gained by 
contributors to the fund when 
FMBN is fully repositioned. It is 
hoped that the housing stock on 
which mortgage could be created 
may not be the problem as it is at 
the moment.

 After over two decades of 
coming into operation, NHF 
remains, in the opinion of many 
Nigerians, just ‘another’ home 
ownership scheme by govern-
ment. The explanation they may 
have for this thinking is that the 
operations of the fund are hardly 
known or understood.

Many more don’t hide their 
frustration with this scheme 
which, they feel, would have 
served as gateway to home-
ownership for them. Many con-
tributors to the scheme have 
unsavoury stories to tell about 
their experiences. For them, 
homeownership is a dashed 
dream, especially for low income 
earners.

To yet another group of peo-
ple, this scheme is so old, yet so 
new. What they mean by this 
is that the scheme has been 
around for a long time but the 
impact is so minimal that it can 

only be seen as a new scheme. 
Mortgage experts, however, say 
these views are mere percep-
tions which are far from the 
reality of the scheme. They insist 
that a clearer understanding 
would help both the scheme and 
home-seekers who would want 
to access home loans through 
the scheme.

Bertrand Bassey, a mort-
gage expert, explains the basic 
operations of the scheme.  Ac-
cording to him, any contribu-
tor to NHF should know that 
the fund is a statutorily com-
pulsory savings scheme for all 
workers in Nigeria. Whether as 
a self-employed person or an 
employee, such an individual is 
expected to deduct 2.5 percent 
of his basic salary every month 
and pay same to the Federal 
Mortgage Bank of  Nigeria 
(FMBN) without fail.

The FMBN is empowered, by 
the act establishing the NHF, to 
manage that pool of fund. Only 
those who are bellow 21 years 
are exempted from contribut-
ing to the fund. This contribu-
tion forms a large pool of fund 
from which mortgage loans 
are granted to the contributors 
who are eligible, ready and will-
ing to apply for the loan. Those 
who are eligible to apply for the 
loan are those who have been 
contributing consistently to the 
fund for a period of six consecu-
tive months.

As for those who should ap-
ply and the purpose of the loan, 
Bassey says that to qualify for 

loan, the applicant must be 
21 years of age, must have a 
regular income and the purpose 
for which he is applying for 
the loan is  to build, buy, reno-
vate or complete a residential 
building which could be located 
anywhere in Nigeria provided 
it is covered by a good and an 
acceptable title.

These good, acceptable or 
mortgageable titles include, 
but not limited to, Certificate 
of Occupancy (C of O), right of 
occupancy, registered deed of 
assignment, deed of conveyance, 
land certificate, etc provided 
they are registered or are reg-
isterable titles. He adds that the 
individual cannot apply directly 
to FMBN. He or she has to pass 
through a registered mortgage 
institution or a registered and 
licenced primary mortgage bank 
of his choice.

This primary mortgage bank 
must also have conditions which 
the loan seeker must fulfill some 
of which are having an account 
with the bank, and having up to 
10 percent equity contribution 
of the loan he is seeking or ap-
plying for.

NHF, according to him, gives 
a maximum loan of N15 million. 
So, if an applicant is seeking to 
apply for the maximum loan of 

N15 million, the FMBN expects 
him to have saved up to N1.5 
million with the primary mort-
gage bank, and he is expected to 
show evidence of that 10 percent 
contribution.

On other things that are ex-
pected from the loan seeker, 
Bassey says that he will fill the 
relevant loan application forms, 
including his passport photo-
graph, tax clearance certificate 
to show that he is a law-abiding 
citizen and the photocopies 
of the title documents of the 
property he is intending to buy 
as mortgage or security for the 
loan. He will also be expected to 
put forward revaluation report 
on the property he wants to 
buy to determine its value and 
location.

Another thing which he can-
vassed that was personal to him 
was that mortgage operators 
should begin to look at inspec-
tion certificate on the property 
an applicant is buying, explain-
ing that this was in view of 
the rate of collapsed building, 
especially in Lagos these days. 
“If a bank is going to take a house 
as security for a loan, it should 
not be interested in the value of 
the property alone, but also in 
the structural soundness of the 
property”, he posited.
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Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

Real estate adverts sure to sell 
properties faster than you think (4)

arsenal of proven ad copy has 
the power to transform your real 
estate ads and give your sales 
efforts a MAJOR boost over the 
long haul.

If you’re serious about getting 
properties sold sooner rather 
than later – I would encourage 
you to make this small invest-
ment (which is easily worth 50x 
the price tag shown below – no 
exaggeration).

If you are ready to take your 
real estate listings to the next 
level, you can get started right 
now!

                                                                    …
Additional materials from Seth 
Williams

Want to see the exact listings 
I use?

A
s I explained above – I 
have no doubt that 
you are FULLY CA-
PABLE of creating 

your own listings that will make 
your properties get noticed and 
sound amazing. I’ve tried to out-
line my process for you above 
(and include some small excerpts 
throughout) so you can get a feel 
for how I approach this.

At the same time…
I completely understand that 

we weren’t all born with the 
“creative gene” to effortlessly 
whip up these kinds of listings 
in 60 seconds. While we’re all ca-
pable, this kind of thing doesn’t 

always come easy (and some of 
us just don’t care enough to go 
the extra mile here). I get it – I 
really do. With this in mind, I’ve 
taken the time to put together a 
fast and easy solution for those 
of you who need ideas & inspira-
tion that you can easily imple-
ment into your own listings.

Here’s what I want to give 
you:

50 Attention-Grabbing Head-
lines That Are Carefully Engi-
neered To Get Noticed

20 Property Description Tem-
plates Designed To Make Proper-
ties Sound Irresistible

200 Powerful Adjectives That 
Will Boost The Desirability Of 
Your Property

Brief Video Tutorial On How 
To Write An Effective Property 
Listing

Short Guide On How To Use 
These Tools To Create Listings 
That Sell Properties Fast

Again, there’s nothing par-
ticularly “magical” about these 
resources or the words I use. I’ve 
just invested a lot of time and 
energy into creating listings that 
blow my competition out of the 
water… and I want YOU to do the 
same thing.

If you think this kind of mate-
rial would be helpful as you’re 
creating your future property 
listings – I want to make this 
FULL package available to you 
right here, right now. This little 



BrandsOnSunday
SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

SUNDAYBD 32 Sunday 27 August  2017C002D5556

Nigeria retail market to experience boost as 
Japanese brand, Miniso commences operations
... Stephanie Linus unveiled as Miniso brand ambassador

T
op Japanese designer 
brand with internation-
al investment of over 
$1.5 billion in 2016 has 
opened world-class out-

lets across the six high-brow shop-
ping malls in Lagos. Listed as the 
fastest growing retail brand, since 
its establishment in Japan in the 
year 2013, Miniso, according to the 
company has actively explored 
the international retail market by 
opening over 2,250 stores in more 
than 41 countries and close to 15 
countries underway, with a turn-
over of $ 750 million in 2015

The Country Manager of the 
company,  Chris Lee while speak-
ing to newsmen on the arrival of 
the Miniso in to Nigeria said the 
company’s products are lifestyle es-
sentials that includes creative home 
necessities, health and beauty 
products, fashion accessories, gad-
gets accessories, digital accessories, 
stationeries gifts, unique toys series, 
seasonal products, Kitchenware, 
and more with more than 10,000 
SKUs.

He said Miniso continuously se-
lects the best materials from all over 
the world for its products designs 
with a focus on the “home” and 

“life”. 80% of the designs are from 
Japan, Korea, Sweden, Denmark, 
Singapore, China and Malaysia.

Disproving the usual statement 
that  “the higher the price, the better 
the quality” as the  only the excuse 

for those enterprises finding a way 
to sell products at a high price. 
Hs said those “low price with bad 
quality” products resulted from the 
profiteering desire are originated 
from the period of command econ-

omy. According to him, the  time 
for “good quality with low price” 
products has just begun. In this era, 
the actual value of a brand should 
be beneficial to millions of people 
rather than providing services only 

to the noble and the rich. These 
very values and principles have 
induced the inception of Miniso.

Starting with Lagos, Miniso 
will be having its grand opening 
ceremony on  10th September 
2017 at  Ikeja City mall , Circle mall, 
Lekki and Novare Mall Sangotedo-
Ajah. The grand opening will be 
happening at the same time across 
the malls.

 Colette Atane, the Marketing 
Communications Manager for 
Miniso Nigeria also revealed Steph-
anie Linus, a renowned Nollywood 
Actress as the company’s the Brand 
Ambassador. She also talked about 
two ongoing competitions on social 
media tagged; “Miniso theme song 
challenge” and “Love life challenge”. 
The winners of these competi-
tions will be respectively awarded 
N30,000 as well as Miniso’s brand-
ed Bluetooth speaker and N10,000 
shopping vouchers.

Stephanie Linus expressed  ex-
citement  about the breath of fresh 
air coming into the Nigerian Retail 
market as MINISO represents the 
perfect mix of ‘quality and afford-
ability’ with a wide range of prod-
ucts that appeal to all age groups.

Chris Lee, Miniso country CEO, Miniso; Stephanie Linus , the brand ambassador of the company and   Colette Atane, the 
Marketing Communications Manager at the announcement of the entry of the company in Nigeria and unveiling of Stephanie as 
brand ambassador in Lagos recently.

StarTimes to empower its 
1,300 staff in 34 states

I
n a bid to foster professional-
ism and position its people 
to better compete with their 
counterparts globally, pay 

TV company, StarTimes Nigeria 
has introduced a new policy that 
covers 75% of training  cost, to 
encourage all staff seek profes-
sional development locally or 
internationally.

According to a statement “Ca-
pacity building for staff must be 
top priority for any responsible 
organization. We pride ourselves 
as one, with the interest of our 
entire workforce at heart hence 
the need to continually roll out 
friendly policies that seek to de-
velop our people. “We currently 
live in a fast paced world and to 

ensure that our people are up to 
date with international develop-
ments and practices, a constant 
training and re-training is neces-
sary. This new policy will ensure 
that any staff who wishes to 
study for personal or professional 
development gets to do so without 
hindrance by the expenses”, the 
statement said.

StarTimes will bear 75% of 
the total cost of training, leav-
ing just 25% to be covered by 
the staff. This policy is open to 
all staff, irrespective of grade, 
level or contract type and was 
the first policy introduced when 
the new CEO, Justin Zhang, a 
visionary leader who believes in 
the people took office earlier this 
year” the Chief Operating Officer 
of the company,  Tunde Aina said 
in the statement.

He said StarTimes currently 
provides direct employment to 
more than 1,300 staff and indi-
rect jobs to over 3,000 Nigerians 
through dealer partners across 
34 states in the country, making 
the company a major employer 
of labour in Nigeria in its over 7 
years of operations.

C
hi Exotic Nectar, one of Ni-
geria’s fruit nectar drinks 
has launched a new com-
munication campaign to 

reiterate its commitment to in-
dulge all its consumers with taste 
that they love. Tagged I Love the 
Taste, the campaign, according to 
a statement delivers the brand’s 
promise of superior excellent taste 
through sublime and persuasive 
imageries that resonate with 
consumer aspirations.

The TV commercial is said to 
depict not only the expression of 
brand affinity that Chi Exotic Nec-
tar has earned from its irresistible 
taste and distinctive refreshment, 
but it also showcases the ongoing 
relationships with a product that 
is always at hand with great taste 
to appeal to senses with sheer 
pleasure across various consump-
tion moments. It also seeks to 
deepen consumer preference, 
bonding and franchise – with the 
promise of superior taste.

The campaign  which comes 
in two parts, the statement fur-
ther said opens with imageries of 
three friends relaxing in a tropi-
cal resort, friends having fun at 
school, friends having fun mixing 
the juice at a bar, a lady in the pool, 
as well as a mother and child at 
home all united in their varied 
expressions of delight in moments 
of indulgence, relaxation, social-
ization, celebration and mixing, 

celebration with my friends as 
we can enjoy it alone or mix with 
other drinks,” he said.

 According to the statement, 
Ikechukwu Nwoke, a brand ana-
lyst noted that a television com-
mercial has to score high in two 
areas to be memorable: sheer 
entertainment value and disrup-
tion/thought-provoking ability.

 “The new Chi Exotic Nectar I 
Love the Taste television commer-
cials score high on these fronts. 
Its apt use of diverse locations i.e. 
Tropical Resort, Bar, School, Pool, 
Beach and Home in a 60 second 
advert to convey subtle messages 
of the brand’s exotic taste is quite 
thought provoking, whilst the use 
of various indulgences to convey 
the brand message of superior 
taste offers entertainment value,” 
he noted.

 According to Chi Limited’s 
Head of Marketing, Probal Bhat-
tacharya, “Chi Exotic Nectar of-
fers a range of fruit nectar blends 
with great taste that is superior 
to all. Its exotic taste has made it 
the preferred consumer beverage 
for indulgence, relaxation and 
celebration.”

 “Through our new communi-
cation campaign tagged I Love the 
Taste, we intend to create bond-
ing, further endearing the brand 
to consumers as the best tasting 
juice, thereby driving loyalty and 
market leadership,” he said.

Chi Exotic Nectar reiterates taste in new campaign

…bears 75 % cost of  staff professional development

as they relish the unmatched 
taste of Chi Exotic Nectar. Each 
scene of the TV commercials tells 
a story of enduring connection 
and divergent benefits derived 
from the product.

The statement quotes  Biodun 
Falolu, a company executive with 
AdvancedSpecs as saying that  Chi 
Exotic Nectar’s extensive range 
of fruit nectar blends provides a 
rich, natural and unique taste that 
makes the juice great as take alone 
and fantastic for mixing, which is 
the reason he has stuck with the 
brand.

 “In an effort to enhance prefer-
ence for the brand, Chi Exotic Nec-
tar comes with the most exciting 
fruity blends and variants of any 
juice in Nigeria. Its irresistible taste 
makes its worthy of indulgence 
in moments of socialization and 
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L-R: Akin Eso, Ezeikel Adamu, Idia Aisien, Goke odende.

S
ince 2004 when she 
debute d in a  mov ie 
titled The Maid, her 
career has flourished 
and is still thriving to-

day despite her marital status.
From the stel lar  p erfor-

m a n c e  i n  h e r  f i r s t  m o v i e 
where she playe d as  Jane, 
which launched her to star-
dom, Mercy Johnson-Okojie 
has always l ive d up to the 
expectations of the producers, 
directors and most especially 
the viewers. From Hustlers, 
Baby Oku in America, War in 
the Palace, Light Will Come, 
D u m e b i  t h e  D i r t y  G i r l ,  t o 
almost 100 movies so far, the 
Kogi State-born actress is a 
star to watch any day.

Her versatility to any role, 
from hous emaid,  stubb orn 
girl,  mad woman, lover, or-
phan, beggar and prostitute 
makes her first choice for most 
movie directors, while most of 
her male fans are easily carried 
away by her well-rounded figure. 
Her perfect delivery of roles is 
astonishing.

As well, she has won many 
accolades and recognitions. In 
2009, she won an award for Best 
Supporting Actress at the 2009 
African Movie Award ceremony, 
Best Actress award at the 2013 
Africa Magic Viewers Choice 
Awards for her role in the com-
edy movie Dumebi the Dirty Girl, 
and in December 2011, she was 
listed as Google’s most searched 

It was a night of drinks, in-
teraction, education and net-
working on August 10, 2017 

at the unveiling of the Inter-
national Drinks Festival at The 
Balmoral Convention Centre.

The International Drinks Fes-
tival is a festival that will bring 
industry’s top brands, profes-
sionals and consumers in a 
ground breaking experience 
geared towards moving the 
drinks business forward in Ni-
geria. It is going to be the first of 
its kind ever in Nigeria.

The event, which will take 
place from December 1-3, 2017 
at the Balmoral Convention 
Centre, Federal Palace Hotel, 
V.I and proudly powered by 
Balmoral, is going to be an event 
of exhibition of various drinks 
brands, Masterclasses with vari-
ous drink professionals, various 
summits which will give the 
attendees opportunities to ask 
questions and interact with the 
drink experts.

The unveiling, which also took 
place at the Balmoral Conven-
tion Centre, Federal Palace Ho-
tel, Victoria Island, Lagos kicked 

Mercy Johnson-Okojie’s politics with human face

First International Drinks Festival comes to Lagos in December
off with a cocktail session on the 
red carpet.

The red carpet was a spectacle 
of various drink sections, the 
beautiful local palm wine drink 
corner, the exquisite juice bar, 
the fun beer parlour spot. The 
entrance was lit up with beauti-
ful ladies welcoming the guests; 
the red carpet was a beautiful 
scene.

TV presenter, Mimi Onalaja 
was also on the red carpet to 
interview the guests and asked 
them various questions.

 The event continued with 
host, International Model and 
TV Presenter, Idia Aisien, wel-
coming the guests and intro-
ducing the CEO of Balmoral 
Group, Ezekiel Adamu and 
COO, Balmoral Group, Akin 
Eso.

This was followed by an 
interlude, which was deliv-
ered by Comedian Pencil, who 
got the guests laughing, after 
which the International Drinks 
Festival video was played and 
Adamu and Eso to introduce 
and talk about the Interna-
tional Drinks Festival.

They both explained what 
the International Drinks Fes-
tival was about, the economic 
benefits to be gotten from the 
event, what the event entails, 
from exhibitions, masterclasses 
among others.

The International Drinks 
festival, which is the first of its 

kind already, has companies 
bidding for spots and it will 
be a one of a kind event and 
an eye opener to the Beverage 
industry in Nigeria.

The presentation was fol-
lowed by questions from the 
press asking what measures 
they have put in place for the 

events to be successful and vari-
ous other important questions, 
this was followed by another 
comedy interlude by Pencil.

The show came to an end with 
Idia Aisien giving the closing re-
marks and thanking the guests, 
this was followed by network-
ing and more interactive session.

the same society that made  and 
is still making her.

It was surprise to many, espe-
cially Nollywood stars who have 
not impacted the youths, when 
Mercy Johnson-Okojie launched 
a talent hunt in search of Kogi 
youths that will take over from 
her in Nollywood. An initiative 
many described as novel.

She tagged her empowerment 
initiative the ‘GYB Talent Hunt’, 
which is aimed at discovering 
talented actors and actresses 
across Kogi State and also help in 
launching their careers in main-
stream Nollywood.

Speaking on why she em-
barked on a talent hunt, Mercy 
Johnson-Okojie explained; “This 
is my way of giving back to the 
state that made me who I am. I 
have been incredibly blessed to 
have played my little part in the 
revolution that is Nollywood, it is 
now time that my brothers and 
sisters in Kogi State get the same 
opportunity.”

So far, GYB Talent Hunt for 
Kogi State’s future Nollywood 
stars was successful. The hunt, 
which commenced on August 17, 
2017 at the Civic Center in Okehi, 
continued on August 18, 2017 at 
the Idah Local Government hall, 
Idah. Her team was in Ayingba 
on August 19, 2017 at the Theater 
Arts Hall, Kogi State University, 
Ayingba, while the search ended 
in Lokoja on August 21, 2017 at 
Riverton Hotel.

To ensure credibility of the 
hunt, some reputable Nollywood 
stars such as Bimbo Akintola, 
Francis Duru, and Frank Rajah, a 

movie director, joined her on the 
judging panel.

At the end of the healthy ri-
valry, the first prize winner took 
home N250,000, the first runner 
up received N150,000, while the 
second runner up got N100,000. 
But the most exciting news is that 
the three winners are going to 
feature in ‘Inikpi’, an upcoming 
folklore movie, with the overall 
winner playing the lead role.

It was until the talent hunt 
ended and winners rewarded 
that many Kogi people real-
ized that Mercy Johnson-Okojie 
meant business with her launch-
ing pad for aspiring movie stars, 
probably because many have 
come with youth empowerment 
initiatives in the past that did 
not see the light of the day.   Of 
course, change has truly begun 
with Mercy Johnson-Okojie.

It was at this reality that Oba 
Michael Yusuf, the Obadofin of 
Owe Land and the paramount 
ruler of the Okun people, Kabba, 
Kogi State, described the actress 
as gem.

But the Senior Special Assis-
tant is not stopping at that. She 
hopes to make impact beyond her 
state to other areas where youths 
among her fans are in dire need 
of a path on their back to move 
on in life.

As well, she is not giving up 
her acting career yet as the hunt 
also falls in line with her career. 
She is looking beyond her pres-
ent responsibility in Lokoja, the 
Kogi State capital, to many other 
feats in the Nigerian movie and 
entertainment industry.  

Nigerian celebrity, a position she 
also held in 2012.

Her commitment to her pas-
sion also drew the attention of 
the Yahaya Bello led government 
of Kogi State, which appointed 
her Senior Special Assistant to 
the Kogi State governor on En-

tertainment, Arts and Culture; a 
responsibility that made her to 
take a break from acting at the 
moment.

However, the actress and 
mother of three is grateful to God 
for leading her so far in life and 
thinks it is also time to pay back to 

OBINNA EMELIKE  
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More accolades for Peju Alatise
…as female artist wins FNB Art Prize

Wale Rubber partners Cobhams Asuquo on Fearless

OBINNA EMELIKE

W
hile still celebrating 
her participation at the 
57th Venice Biennale 
in Italy; as the only 
female of the three 

Nigerian artists who are making efforts 
at rewriting the country’s story with 
their great works at the foremost global 
art fair, Peju Alatise has another reason 
to celebrate.

The mixed-medium artist, poet and 
published writer whose interdisciplin-
ary work has garnered attention on the 
global art stage has been announced as 
the 2017 recipient of the highly coveted 
FNB Art Prize at the media launch of the 
10th installment of the FNB JoburgArt-
Fair in South Africa.

Alatise joins the ranks of previous 
winners such as Nolan Oswald Dennis, 
Turiya Magadlela, Portia Zvavahera and 
Kudzanai Chiurai. She receives a cash 
prize, as well as, the opportunity to create 
a new project that will be showcased in 
a dedicated exhibition space at the FNB 
JoburgArtFair this September.

Alatise, who holds a degree in archi-
tecture, was selected as the 2016 fellow 
at the Smithsonian Institute of African 
Art. With several international solo 
exhibitions to her name, Alatise’s work 
can be found in private and institutional 
collections around the world. She is pas-
sionate about addressing social, political 
and gender-related issues as her primary 
subject matter, through artistic work that 
also captures the joys and pain of woman-
hood in modern-life-African traditions.  

Mari Van Niekerk, senior communica-
tion and sponsorship manager at FNB, says 
that the FNB Art Prize honours excep-
tional artistic talent and, at the same time, 
provides many local and international op-
portunities beyond the fair, often resulting 
in a springboard that catapults the artist’s 
career to a higher level.

“There is a great need to continue in-
vesting in artists that tell us more about 
ourselves, and art in this sense, is a com-
modity that is not simply a good financial 
investment, but a social dialogue that 
enables us to reflect. Our decade of con-
tinued support of the FNB JoburgArtFair 
is recognition of the varied roles that art 
plays in our society, from being a form of 
expression which offers a much deeper 

Talented dance choreographer, 
Akinwale Sodade popularly 
known as Wale Rubber teams 

up with award-winning producer, Cob-
hams Asuquo on his first dance visual 
entitled Fearless.

The pulsating video is the first of its 
kind contemporary dance narrative 
accompanied by its own original sound 
track.

Fearless is officially released from 
August 25, 2017 across major media 
platforms such as online, TV and digital. 
In one breath, it shows the artistry, as 
well as, the versatility of the dancer as 
he also gets credit as co-director with 
cinematographer, Ose Iria. 

With a thought-provoking storyline, 
the visual captures the plight of every-

and presentation of performance by visual 
artists from around the world.

“The quality of each of the shortlisted 
candidates’ proposals this year was high,” 
says Pulane Kingston, “but we were 
ultimately unanimous in our decision 
around Alatise’s proposal, it stood out. 
The innovative, universal social relevance 
and poignancy in the themes underpin-
ning her work were some of the deciding 
factors in tipping the scales in her favour. 
The overall body of her work over the 
years is varied and compositionally strong, 
palpably reflecting the intense vibrancy of 
the African continent. We have no doubt 
that the integrity of the overall body of her 
work will propel her career meaningfully.” 

creative, professional and in your face 
concept.”

“We are telling an inspirational story 
of how the Nigerian succeeds in a coun-
try where all things are not perfect. A 
society where there is constant fear kid-
napwhile ransom guarantees freedom, 
where the streets are only for the bold 
and wild, where hardship sometimes 
forces some to take their lives. “

“But fearless is saying that even in 
the face of these odds, Nigeria is our 
home, no matter how harsh the condi-
tions we face, we will keep on believ-
ing and doing what we know how to 
do, and face our challenges head on, 
fearless in the face of all the difficulty 
believing that the country will be great 
again.”

and intrinsic look at the world around us, 
to an alternative investment option,” says 
Van Niekerk.

  “Our commitment to the FNB Jobur-
gArtFair continues to ensure that in the 
years to come, we will continue to intro-
duce African artists to an international 
audience, galleries, collectors, writers, 
thinkers and art lovers,” she says further.

All galleries participating in the FNB 
JoburgArtFair are given the opportu-
nity to nominate one of their artists for 
consideration by the jury. This year, Red 
Door Gallery, one of the leading galleries 
in Lagos, nominated Peju Alatise for the 
prize. Red Door’s founder, Bola Asiru says, 
“Peju’s work is filled with strong societal 

day Nigerian life. It details the inspiring 
abilities for Nigerians to succeed inspite 
of the odds stashed against them.

It opens with a monologue by Cob-
hams Asuquo revealing his past frustra-
tion about Nigeria and how he left for 
another country but returned with the 
harsh truth that change begins with 
him. Choreographed by Wale Rubber, 
the dance pieces begin at a catchy back-
yard compound scene and flashed to a 
kidnap situation. It goes seamlessly to a 
street gang war with each scene light-
ened up with amazing chorography.

Wale Rubber captures it this way; 
“The concept of a visual totally dedi-
cated to dance accompanied by original 
music is the very first of its kind. No one 
has tried or done it before. It is a daring, 

narratives on the realities of life in Af-
rica; her message has been heard in West 
Africa, at the Smithsonian in the United 
States and the Venice Biennale in Europe. 
We feel that it is time for this message to 
be taken to the rest of Africa and there is 
no better platform for this than the FNB 
JoburgArtFair.”

The 2017 judging panel for the coveted 
FNB Art Prize consisted of Nicole Siegent-
haler, producer, FNB JoburgArtFair, Pu-
lane Kingston, partner at Webber Wentzel 
Attorneys and active patron of the arts 
and RosaLee Goldberg, New York Uni-
versity professor and founding director 
of Performa, a non-profit arts organisation 
committed to the research, development 
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T
he Lagos State Govern-
ment is sustaining ac-
tion at prioritizing the 
inculcation of indig-
enous cultural educa-

tion, especially among children of 
school age. The action is impera-
tive because the state believes 
that the preservation of the vari-
ous aspects of indigenous culture, 
moral ethos and languages of the 
people of the state is importance 
for sustainability of long term 
development and cultural values.

Adebimpe Akinsola, special 
adviser to the Governor on Arts 
and Culture, made the declarations 
while interacting with school chil-
dren participating at the ongoing 
summer cultural fiesta recently at 
the premises of the State Council 
for Arts and Culture, Ikeja.

The Special Adviser, also stat-

3
3” Export will be hitting 
major cities of the coun-
try with the ‘Friendship 
Experience Parties’ with 
the first event set for this 

Sunday August 27, 2017 in Agege, 
Lagos State.

The consumer-centric event 
is coming on the heels of the just 
concluded ‘City of Friends’ cam-
paign, which was a first of its kind 
experience that paraded the best 
of Nigerian acts with consumers 
who were hosted for three days 
in commemoration of the World 
Friendship Day.

 The initial phase of the parties 
kicked off in March 2017, covering 
cities across the country such as 
Calabar, Port Harcourt, Lagos, Jos, 
Uyo, Benin, among others where 
thousands of consumers and lov-
ers of the brand were hosted by 
several top DJs and comedians 
including: MC Shakara, Comedian 

Super talented producer, 
Adegboyega Ogunlesi, 
popularly known as Adey, 

is the latest among some of 
Nigeria’s best talents who have 
pitched tent with Temple Man-
agement Company (TMC), a 
fast-growing talent agency.

Adey signed the dotted lines 
at the Victoria Island corporate 
office of the fast-rising enter-
tainment company, hence put-
ting TMC in an administrative 
position to manage his brand 
and chart a new career direc-
tion.

The multi-talented producer 
who is being tipped as one of 
the best producers of the year 
is credited with producing some 
of the biggest songs of the year 
including Ycee’s ‘Juice’ and Ol-
amide’s ‘Wavy Level’ and Mr. 
Eazi’s ‘Dirty Yourself.’

Lagos State boosts indigenous 
culture education for children

Adey joins 9ice, Iyanya at temple management company

“33” Export excites with 
Friendship Experience parties

ed that “Governor Akinwunmi 
Ambode is an avowed lover of 
indigenous culture and its values 
and this can be affirmed through 
his unflinching supports for any 
programme or activity with 
indigenous culture content such 
as the children summer cultural 
fiesta”

According to Hon. Akinsola, 
“Children participating in the 
yearly programme, usually or-
ganized during the long holiday, 
are been exposed and train in 
cultural etiquette, the use of 
indigenous language to convey 
messages through moonlight 
stories, proverbs and idioms. 
They also undergo basic training 
in script writing, composition of 
traditional songs, dancing and 
drama presentation”.

The Special Adviser, who put 

the students through series of 
idioms and short stories, enjoined 
the participants to make good 
use of the opportunity and the 
derived benefits to justify the 
State Government investment in 
the programme.

 The two weeks cultural orien-
tation programme, which is run-
ning for the third year, according 
to Olaitan Otulana, director, 
Lagos State Council for Arts and 
Culture, also involved vocational 
training in beads making, arts 
and craft production and decora-
tion. The participating children 
will also learn basic visual art 
and production of Adire tie & die.

She advised parents to seize 
the opportunity to expose the 
children to this valuable cultural 
based programme.

Welcoming the producer, 
Mark Redguard, head of en-
tertainment, TCM, said that 
the company is committed to 
transforming the career of all its 
clients including Adey who is 
the latest member of the Temple 

family.
Speaking after the signing, 

Adey described his decision to 
team up with TMC as a perfect 
pairing that can help him actu-
alize his goals.

He explained, “For me, man-

Bash, Ajebo, DJ Kentalky, DJ Real, 
DJ Kaywise and others.

According to the Portfolio 
Manager, Mainstream Lager and 
Stout, Nigerian Breweries, Em-
manuel Agu, “33” Export is fulfill-
ing its promise of providing unique 
friendship experiences whilst 
creating opportunities for its target 
consumers to bond, party and cre-
ate memorable moments.

“We are also emphasizing the 
brand’s commitment to the mo-
ments that matter to our consum-
ers, no matter where they are,” 
Agu added.

Over the next few months, 
thousands of consumers and 
lovers of the brand will again be 
hosted in popular clubs and bars 
across the country by some of 
the biggest DJs and comedians, 
all thrilling consumers with the 
best of music, games and comedy 
experiences.

agement is so important be-
cause a talent without direction 
could as well be a talentless 
person. I have struggled with 
finding my way by myself be-
cause I cannot be a jack of all 
trade and master of none. I have 

tried managing myself before, 
now I want to focus on my art 
and allow the professionals do 
their job.

Adey who is working on his 
debut EP said, “I think Temple 
Management and I are a per-
fect pairing of an experienced 
company with a lot of resources 
and facilities that will enable 
me get to where I want to be. I 
have friends who are signed to 
Temple like Seye Ogunlewe and 
Iyanya who have told how the 
company has impacted their 
career. I feel excited to move on 
with Temple.”

Adey has been making mu-
sic for about 10 years. He has 
worked with some of Nigeria’s 
biggest brands. He returned 
from America to Nigeria after 
giving up on studying Engineer-
ing to do music.



Nigeria to mark No Music Day

Alibaba, Yolanda George-David 
announce #ALSolesForSouls Campaign

Shola Animahaun releases 
snippet of debut music video

A
w a r d - w i n n i n g 
photographer and 
newly-turned mu-
sic video director, 
Shola Animashaun 

has been hard at work over 
the past year on his attempt to 
direct the song ‘Morenikeji’ by 
urban-highlife singer Konstant.

Commenting on the release 
of the snippet, Animashaun 
the director wrote on his social 
media pages; “Just as promised; 
here is the snippet to ‘Morenike-
ji’ music video by @iam_Kon-
stant - yes, my directorial debut. 
I’m ecstatic about this and can’t 
wait for the whole world to see 
the level of creativity encom-
passed in this.

He acknowledged Konstant 
for trusting him with the proj-
ect, and also the rest of the cast 
and crew. “Get ready for the full 
magic! Watch this space,” he 
invited fans.

Shola had previously an-
nounced to fans back in late 
June this year that he was add-
ing music video and short film 
directing to his official portfolio 
– revealing he has always had a 
keen interest for videography 

Entertainment

Comedian Alibaba, 
who is also Chair-
man of Aunt Lan-

da Bethel Foundation 
along with Dr Yolanda 
N George-David, Ser-
va n t - I n - C h a r g e  t h e 
same Foundation took 
to their s o cial me dia 
handles recently to an-
nounce their summer 
campaign tagged #AL-
S o l e s Fo r S o u l s  u n d e r 
their flagship charity 
event #AuntLandaMar-
ketSquare.

“ I t  i s  w i t h  a  g l a d -
dene d heart  Alibaba 
and I announce to you; 
the summer edition of 
Aunt Landa’s Market 
Square – this e dition 
will also focus on giv-
ing hope to a surfeit of 
school children who are 
in dire need of a helping 
hand and can’t afford 
the resources to resume 
school. This campaign 
is tagged #ALSolesFor-
Souls  and we would 
be giving the children 
shoes, books, food, as 
well  as s cholarships, 

F
ridays are hip days, 
when fun loving Nige-
rians visit several bars, 
lounges and other en-
tertainment hubs to 

relax and unwind after a hectic 
week of meeting targets, sourc-
ing for clients, brokering deals, 
and facing excruciating traffic 
jams like is the case in Port Har-
court and Lagos.

On Friday, September 1, 
many music loving individu-
als will have to put on their 
thinking caps to determine 
what exactly they want as the 
Copyright Society of Nigeria 
(COSON) has decided to mark 
No music day nationwide on 
that day, taking a leaf from Bill 
Drummond, a Scottish musician 
who decided to draw public at-
tention to what he considered 
as the cheapening of music all 
over the world.

It was reported that the 
artiste had at one point in his 
career become concerned that 
music was steadily losing its es-

MABEL DIMMA
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clothes and other items 
that will instil a sense 
of hope and resilience in 
them, which will in turn, 
revive their zeal for edu-
cation.” Yolanda wrote 
alongside a touching im-
age of deprived kids.

She says the initia-
tive will provide the de-
prived children access 
to pivotal needs and also 
render helping hand to 
thousands of homeless 
children, in order to live 
a fulfilled life and pre-
pare them for the fu-
ture ahead. Alibaba also 
asserted the numerous 
benefits the charity event 
will provide for free.

# A u n t L a n d a M a r -
ketSquare since its in-
c eption has amass e d 
over 13,000 beneficiaries; 
granting them access to 
the market where food-
stuff, healthcare, training 
& workshop, among oth-
ers are provided for free 
not just to give a mean-
ingful life to the needy 
but to also resituate them 
to become better mem-
bers of the society.

and decided to fully dabble into 
the field.

In the short clip, popular 
comedian and Nollywood star 
Woli Arole is seen with Kon-
stant along with others- dressed 
in National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC) uniforms, exiting a boat, 
before proceeding to take group 
selfies .

Meanwhile, official date for 
the release of the full ‘More-
nikeji’  music video has not 
been revealed, but according to 
reports, it will hit the airwaves 
before the fourth quarter of 
the year.

The photography outfit has 
executed assignments for the 
biggest names and brands in 
the entertainment scene and 
has also covered world class 
concerts. Animashuan has a 
colourful profile in respect to 
his photography as his outfit 
has worked on official assign-
ments at state, national and 
international levels such as the 
internationally recognized Eyo 
Festival, Lagos Carnival, Nige-
rian Tourism Expo in Atlanta 
Georgia and Barbados respec-
tively, among others.

sence as an art form due to the 
selfish attitude of users in con-
temporary society, and decided 
to set aside a date to “listen to no 
music whatsoever”.

Drummond it is said chose 
November 21 to mark the No 
Music day because it was the 
eve of the feast of Saint Ceci-
lia, the patron saint of music, 
explaining to his critics that he 
would spend the day developing 

ideas and thinking about what 
he wanted or didn’t want from 
music.

For this maiden edition in 
Nigeria, tagged ‘Music for Na-
tional Stability’, the Copyright 
Society plans on dedicating 
it to drawing the attention of 
citizens and the government to 
the widespread infringement 
of the rights of songwriters, 
composers, performers, music 

publishers, record labels and 
other stakeholders in the music 
industry.

In its statement the Society 
says it will appeal to radio sta-
tions across Nigeria not to broad-
cast music between the hours of 
8.am and 10am on that day, as a 
mark of solidarity with the na-
tions’ creative industry whose 
potential has become dimin-
ished by large- scale copyright 

infringement. It is instead, urg-
ing the stations to use the time 
belt for interviews, documenta-
ries, debates and discussions that 
focuses on the rights of members 
of the creative community in 
Nigeria and the potential con-
tributions of creative activities 
to the national economy.

Tony Okoroji, chairman of 
COSON said, “Our objective is to 
engage the people and govern-
ment at all levels on the potential 
contributions of music to the 
socio-economic development of 
the nation and the need to de-
ploy the substantial comparative 
advantage, which our nation pos-
sesses in this area, so as to provide 
jobs to the teeming masses of 
Nigerian youth who parade the 
streets with little hope.

According to him the project 
will activate a forceful campaign 
against hate speech in Nigeria, 
which is threatening ethnic har-
mony and peace in the country, 
and also enhance the vigorous 
promotion of the Nigerian music 
industry to impact meaningfully 
to the nation’s GDP.



TheWorshippers

Many people have argued that Nigeri-
ans are over-religious, yet the religiosity 
does not reflect in spirituality. What 
could be responsible for this?

I
f we look back, I think we may be 
tempted to say that in those days 
when you saw Christians, you 
would see they are Christians and 
they were affecting their environ-

ment, unlike nowadays with plenty 
churches, plenty activities but less spiri-
tuality. I will still go back to the fact that 
it feels as if we now place more emphasis 
on miracles, manifestations of power 
above the actual thing, that is, what the 
bible teaches. We are not living out what 
the bible says, rather we are waiting for 
manifestations of power, and that is the 
reason many go to churches. They want 
to see where it is happening, where the 
power is moving and everything. After 
the demonstration of the power, demon-
stration of the gifts, they still go back to 
what they were doing, and yet we still call 
everybody Christian. So, by the time we 
want to use our yardstick, we say there 
are so many Christians but less spiritual-
ity in the country and less impact, all 
because we regard everybody that goes 
to church as a Christian, which is not 
the actual thing. We are running after 
manifestations, miracles without living 
out what the bible says, without living 
the life of Christ. 

But the scripture itself says these 
signs shall follow them that believe. Can 
we now say the people are wrong for 
looking out for the signs and manifesta-
tions of power?

Yes, the scripture says these signs shall 
follow them that believe, that is, every 
child of God that believes is to manifest 
that power. However, what we more 
or less see is a believer that should be 
manifesting that power now running 
after people. So it is like what you are 
supposed to exhibit is what you are now 
running after. That should take us back to 
the scriptures and the understanding of it, 
and what you are in the kingdom. If every 
believer knows that this is what they 
should have, we cannot undermine the 
fact that the level of grace differs: there 
could be a believer with a level of grace 
to manifest God’s gift upon him more 
than the others, we cannot undermine 
that fact, but every believer must tap into 
that scripture that says, ‘And these signs 
shall follow them that believe’. So, why 
should you now be running after some-
body when you can pray for something 
to happen in your life?  

How can/should the church respond 
to the dynamics in the society?

If we look at the way things are now 
and the response of people to the dynam-
ics in the church, I can say sometimes we 
find church members responding very 
well and at the same time you find some 
that lag behind. On the other hand, if 

you look at it holistically, it will look as 
if people are not really responding much 
as expected, as it used to be in those days. 
However, to tackle this challenge is to do 
more of teaching of God word’s by going 
back to what the bible teaches and what 
it says, which is the best guide to all we 
do. For any generation the word of God 
will always be relevant to whatever we 
do, so if we can go back to teaching the 
word of God the way it should be taught, 
I believe that believers that have given 
their lives to Christ will be able to know 
what God expects of them and how they 
should respond. 

In teaching the word lies the chal-
lenge with people not willing to spend 
hours in a church listening to sermon; 
how do we get their attention?

That responsibility lies on the minis-
ters of God and the people that also teach 
in our churches; they have to know that 
we are in an era where people do not wish 
to sit for long under ministration. So, all 
we need to do is, that which you want to 
teach for hours can be made to be snappy 
and catchy in few minutes knowing that 
the attention span of people is low in this 
generation. But when you now begin to 
say oh, we want to take long hours to 
teach the same thing and people are hot, 
they get off track. I think it is a big chal-
lenge for the ministers of God nowadays 
so that we will know how to put what we 
intend to teach in hours in few minutes, 
in a catchy manner and still retain the 
message we intend to pass across to the 

people. 
Few Sundays ago some worshippers 

in Ozubulu, Anambra State, were killed 
right inside the church. Is it not time 
we revisit the security at our places of 
worship?

It is a challenge we find ourselves in 
this generation, it is something Christians 
are debating now: should churches secure 
themselves to the point people are asking? 
Should churches/believers carry gun in 
self-defence? And this is very topical. 
Some Christians, especially those in the 
North, will tell you that you need to de-
fend yourself with weapon, while those 
of us in the South that are not experienc-
ing what they are passing through will 
say the power of God is there to do this. 
But to be candid, the church is supposed 
to have minimal kind of security that 
can protect the properties of the church 
and the people; that is necessary. But 
not like when you now fill your church 
auditorium during service with mobile 
policemen, OPC, but at the entrance of 
the church there should be some level of 
security to checkmate bad people coming 
to the church, and I do not think God is 
against that. 

If we cannot take the church away 
from the society, should Christians go 
into active politics?

I will say yes, Christians should go into 
active politics but they should maintain 
their integrity knowing full well that the 
bible says we are the salt of the world, and 
when they get there they should know 

they are there representing Christ, not 
for their personal gains and do what un-
believers will do. But if the way you go in 
there is to bring change and when you get 
in you begin to compromise your stand to 
do what others are doing, then you have 
failed the church and disappointed Christ 
whom you have gone there to represent. I 
will not be party to people that say Chris-
tians should never be found in politics, 
then should we leave it to people that 
should do it wrongly? The fact that we 
say politics is a dirty game does not mean 
we should not go in and sanitise it. I think 
people with clean hands can try in a way 
to sanitise it. So I will say it is not wrong 
for Christians to participate in politics. 

In view of this, we have people in 
politics who align themselves with one 
faith or the other. However, where is the 
place of God in the leadership of Nigeria? 

Let me view it from this angle. I was 
born into a Christian home, then I am 
a Christian does not mean that that 
person is actually born again, carrying 
the life of Christ. Nevertheless, because 
you identify with Christ and Christian-
ity, we would expect that things will 
change when you are in places of au-
thority. Like you have rightly pointed 
out, that we have these people there 
and things are still the way they used 
to be shows us that either the people 
that are there that call themselves 
Christians went there with their own 
personal agenda or they got there and 
instead of affecting the system, they 
allowed the system to affect them. 

The president returned to the country 
after 105 days on medical leave, and as he 
did in his inaugural speech, he was again 
silent on the economy but chose to focus 
on insecurity. What do you make of that? 

To every one of us in Nigeria we be-
lieve the president should address the 
issue of the economy, but he chose to 
focus on insecurity and at the same time, 
we also know that when people are not 
secure even this economy we are talking 
about cannot move; it is somebody that is 
secure that can enjoy a moving economy. 
Maybe that is why the president feels 
that it is necessary above the economy; 
we will fix the economy but let me take 
the issue of insecurity in the country as 
my priority, and I think that is the reason 
why he took that line.

Finally, if you were to pray for Nige-
ria, what would you pray for?

My prayer for this country is that 
we remain united and blossom as God 
actually wants us to blossom because He 
has endowed us with so many mineral 
resources. Nigeria is a blessed and rich 
country, all we need is leadership. Let’s 
come together and make things work as it 
is supposed to work. And I pray that God 
will make it a reality in no distance time, 
and we will begin to enjoy all that God 
has put in this country for us as a nation.

Christians in politics should do more to 
sanitise the polity – Rev Fagbemijo
Reverend Wole Fagbemijo is the pastor in charge of the Abundant Life Baptist Church, Isherri, 
Lagos. In this interview with Seyi John Salau, Fagbemijo, who oversees a youthful and growing 
congregation, speaks on some key national issues as well as the Nigerian church.

Reverend Wole Fagbemijo
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Women’sWorld

6 easy portion control tips

Will India’s Talaq victory spill world over?

F
ood is not the enemy; 
lack of discipline with 
eating is the real en-
emy.

How often have 
you worried about the excess 
weight, looked down at your 
belly and sighed at the mound 
of extra flesh there that won’t 
allow you to rock crop tops?

Then again, how often have 
you yielded to the temptation 
of eating Iya Dundun’s puff puff 
fresh out of the frying pan and 
steaming hot? Or downloaded a 
mountain of rice or eba and still 
stepped it down with a bottle of 
jumbo size ‘orobo’ coke?

What about those times you 
had eaten three square meals 
plus extra meat-pies, fried po-
tatoes and other orishirishi? If 
you can sincerely account for 
your diet, then it should be clear 
to you what is impeding your 
weight loss or fit physique.

Why am I not an advocate 
of going on fad diets? Because 
most of the time, when you 
quit, the weight comes piling 
right back. I always advise that 
everyone regardless of goals 

After several years of fight-
ing by women’s rights 
advocates in India to end 

the practice of instant divorce; 
victory has finally come as In-
dia’s Supreme Court overruled 
the practice of “triple talaq” this 
week, which means Muslim men 
in India will no longer be able 
to terminate or instantly dump 
their wives by simply saying the 
word “talaq” three times in a row.

According to reports, three of 
five judges of the Supreme Court 
have ruled that the practise vio-
lates the country’s constitutional 
guarantees of equality because 
previously on Muslim men could 
irrevocably end their marriages 
by merely repeating “talaq,” the 
Arabic word for divorce.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Hindu nationalist party 
has long pushed to end the 
practice, and wants a uniform 
civil code governing issues like 
marriage, property and inherit-
ance. Muslims worry that such 
a change would allow India’s 
Hindu majority to impose its 
own values on them –India is 
home to the world’s second larg-
est Muslim population according 
to the Pew Research centre.

While it is reported that most 
countries had already reformed 
or banned the practice, a study 
conducted by the Islamic Fam-
ily Law project unit of Women 
Rights Advancement and Pro-
tection Alternative (WARPA) has 
shown that the rate of divorce 

should eat a balanced diet. But 
how can you eat and still be fit? 
The answer is portion control 
and the ticket to that answer is 
self-discipline.

Portion control: This is sim-
ply limiting what you eat. Being 
aware of how much food you 
are actually eating. You can’t 
take a horse to the stream and 
force it to drink; neither can you 
force self-discipline on anyone 
who doesn’t make a conscious 
effort to abide by it. So here are 
some easy tips to help you suc-

among Muslims in the seven 
states in Northern Nigeria – 
Kano, Jigawa, Katsina, Sokoto, 
Kebbi, Zamfara, and Kaduna- 
has remained on a steady rise.

The study attributes this 
incessant increase on the arbi-
trary pronouncement of talaq 
by the husband, which is the 
most widely practised form of 
divorce among the Sunni Mus-
lims. In fact the report refers to 
it as “the most contentious form 
of divorce denounced even by 
some Sunni scholars as Talaq 
Bid’ah (innovated divource).

Will this victory for India 
women extend to victory for 
Muslim women the world over 

CHINWE OBINWANNE

ceed at applying portion control 
to your diet. 

Use portion control plates: 
Pick out smaller plates, bowls 
and cups in your kitchen. Use 
these to measure out the food 
and drinks you consume. Don’t 
be tempted to cheat on this by 
eating double of what the plate 
holds. You’ll only be decapitat-
ing your efforts.

Dish out your food separate-
ly: In Nigeria, most wives eat 
together with their husbands. 
This is not to spoil your bonding 

who are subject to this form of 
degradation and dehumanisa-
tion?

Again, will the women in 
Nigeria and other African coun-
tries with this queer practise rise 
up to the challenge and fight 
for the desired change of such 
a barbaric law which puts the 
woman at a disadvantage? These 
are questions that not only time 
will answer but action to end the 
practice following India’s com-
mendable example.

There are stories of young 
ladies, some just in their teens 
who were married when in their 
preteen (10- 12) and put away 
a few years later (between the 

unleash your inner chef. Make 
vegetable meals that you can 
enjoy. Search Instagram for 
good Nigerian chefs that post 
recipes on their pages and try 
out.

Listen to your hunger sig-
nals:

Eat when you’re hungry 
and stop when you’re satis-
fied. Even if only a morsel of 
food is left on your plate when 
you feel full, leave it. Don’t be 
tempted to eat it up. Experts 
say that you should try to 
gauge when you are 80% full 
and stop eating.

So there you have it, practice 
these tips. You may not get 
it all at a go, but don’t worry. 
Conscious consistency will help 
you get there. Ensure that you 
also exercise at least 3-4 times 
weekly, drink lots of water and 
take pictures to monitor your 
progress.

Obinwanne is the CEO of NAI-
JAFITMOMS, an online fitness 
and healthy outfit, which spe-
cialises on encouraging mothers 
to lead a healthy eating lifestyle. 

although VVF is a preventable 
birth injury, which occurs as a 
result of the tear between the 
birth canal and the rectum or 
bladder which allows continu-
ous involuntary discharge of 
urine into the vaginal vault, has 
affected more than 800, 000 
women with several new cases 
every year.

As expected, Hindu national-
ism has been on the rise since 
Modi came to power three years 
ago and with elections approach-
ing in 2019, his BJP party may be 
tempted to appeal to its Hindu 
base in a bid to secure power for 
decades to come.

Hindu nationalism is a po-
litical ideology that encompasses 
different groups. Broadly, these 
groups all define Indian culture 
and politics in terms of Hindu 
religious values. It developed as a 
way to form a specifically Indian 
national identity which stood 
against both the British colonis-
ers and the Islamic dynasty that 
preceded it.

But given the often bloody 
history between both communi-
ties in India, much will depend 
on Modi’s ability to tame those 
urges within his party, even as 
he has been implicated in deadly 
riots that killed between 1000 
and 2000 people, mostly Mus-
lims, in Gujarat in 2010, while he 
was chief minister of the state. 
Otherwise his drive to reform 
the world’s second-most popu-
lous economy may well become 
bogged down by bitterness and 
division.

moment, but if your goal is to 
lose weight by watching what 
you eat, then it is advisable that 
you dish your food separately. 
This helps you avoid the temp-
tation of overeating.

Measure oil carefully: This 
is very important because oil, 
(even the healthful types) have 
so many calories. Be mindful 
of the quantity you use when 
frying your eggs (actually just 
drizzle), cooking stew (measure 
with cooking spoon) and any 
other dish that requires oil.

Control portions even when 
eating out: Yes, it’s doable. 
When you order a meal at an 
outing, eat half or share with a 
friend. If you’re having a salad, 
ask for dressing on the side. 
This helps you monitor the 
quantity you use. A trick is to 
dip your fork into the dressing 
and then into the salad. You 
still get the taste of the dressing 
but not the calories.

Add vegetables: Eat a small 
plate of tasty vegetable sauce 
before having your main meal, 
or add vegetables to your meals. 
There are so many vegetables 
to play with and so many reci-
pes to try out; don’t be scared to 

ages of 15-20) without much ado 
or any ceremony as the husband 
desiring a new and young bride 
employs the talaq, instant di-
vorce with no entitlements or 
alimony.

Several of these child-brides 
suffer from Vesico-Vagina Fistu-
la, VVF, having been abandoned 
by their husbands are languish-
ing in the North with no hope 
insight apart from some NGO’s 
who come to their aid. Most of 
these women do not even know 
the whereabouts of their hus-
bands, and several of them even 
lost their babies during birth.

The United Nations Popula-
tion Fund, UNFPA, observes that 

MABEL DIMMA
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Hang Out With BDSUNDAY

is dedicated to providing its 
customers a great dining expe-
rience; be it lunch, dinner, it is 
a treat customers would always 
remember. Trentinos Bar & Res-
taurant is primarily interested 
in providing customers with 
best African dishes. And so, cus-
tomers with insatiable appetite 
for African delicacies will sure 
find Trentinos Bar & Restaurant 
home away from home.

 At the bar and restaurant 
business in Lekki, Trentinos Bar 
& Restaurant is set to give oth-
ers a run for their money when 
it comes to the preparation of 
BBQ, Ukwobi, Isi-Ewu and Cat 
Fish pepper soup with yam and 

plantain, Crocker fish, Turkey 
wings, Chicken and bush meat. 
Rice(s) and all that accompa-
nies it are available as well. At 
the Trentinos Bar & Restaurant, 
there are no dull moments as 
big LED TVs are hung in stra-
tegic locations for customers’ 
viewing pleasure. 

Trentinos Bar & Restaurant’s 
bush bar-which is the crux of 
the matter for Hang Out with 
BD SUNDAY, is also worthy of 
note. The uniformity between 
the bar and the restaurant can 
be likened to the proverbial two 
wives serving a single hubby. It 
is an outdoor bar where both 
smoking and non-smoking cus-
tomers can relax to experience 
the lagoon and ocean blend 
breeze in self-styled manner. 
The bush bar is chiefly avail-
able for customers who cannot 
resist the temptation of a stick of 
cigarette. The bush bar indeed 
provides an irresistible atmo-
sphere for customers who know 
it’s important.  

Trentinos Bar & Restaurant’s 
also offers a variety of alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic drinks. 

Security matters are taken 
serious by the management, 
as private security men and 
armed Mobile Policemen are 
constantly at alert to arrest any 
breach of law and order.  

Better Days as Trentinos Bar 
& Restaurant opens in Lekki 

into its arena due to its medi-
tation enabling atmosphere. 
The facility actually looks like a 
private home from the outside 
view. But coming inside, its par-
tition is not in any way short of 
the original look of a restaurant 
and bar. The restaurant is actu-
ally wearing a bukka garment, 
so to write. One could easily be 
deceived by the front view of 
the buildings until he steps in-
side to discover an edifice with 
marvellous arrangement with 
the customers in mind. 

 The uniqueness of Trentinos 
Bar & Restaurant is also seen in 
how the chairs are orderly ar-
ranged as well. The restaurant 

ing and charming. Although, 
hidden and tucked away in a 
quiet part of the Lekki Phase 1 
axis, its environs are well spa-
cious with modern decor. The 
facility is indeed in a class of its 
own, although, still yet to unfold 
it manifold wonders, which the 
management promised to un-
leash in the days ahead.  

 Located at 45B, Adebayo 
Doherty, by Road 14, Lekki 
Phase 1, Trentinos Bar & Res-
taurant is a beautiful facility 
that will guarantee a deserve 
maximally rest after a busy day, 
week, as the case maybe for the 
intended customers. 

And again, the deliberate 
quietness and freshness of 
Trentinos Bar & Restaurant, is 
worth noting. Its morning fresh-
ness like impression, coupled 
with its home garden nature, 
provides unique scenery that 
coordinates the welcoming of 
customers. 

Also, like a traditional Lekki 
luxurious home, naturalness 
is what customers will obtain 
from the hospitality offer by 
Trentinos Bar & Restaurant. The 
place appears to be primarily for 
those who are addicted to the 
best of nature in an African set-
ting. Even the spirit of custom-
ers is not exempted from revival 
and refreshment once stepped 

T
rentinos Bar & Res-
taurant is the latest 
toast of Lekki resi-
dents. The hospitality 
business which was 

opened to customers penul-
timate Friday promises to be 
explosive and competitive with 
the “big guys” already doing the 
same trade in the area and it’s 
environ.   

At the formal opening of 
the business, there were plen-
ty to eat and drinks. African 
menu such as: gari, fufu, wheat, 
pounded yam, aided by bitter 
leaf, egusi, vegetable, okra, oha, 
banga, ogbolon soups and the 
likes, were much in abundance 
and Free of Charge (FoC) as 
well. 

The event was truly more 
than a formal opening ceremo-
ny as customers feel relaxed 
as they would their homes. It 
was an appetizer of what to 
expect from the Trentinos Bar 
& Restaurant team led Paul, a 
veteran in the restaurant and 
bar business. 

 The first thing that readily 
comes to mind when stepped 
into the arena of Trentinos Bar 
& Restaurant is its tidiness, 
inside-out, which is truly invit-

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
08054692431



E
thiopia has more his-
tory than any other 
country in Africa and 
beyond. It is a reposi-
tory of mankind and 

the chronicle of the genesis of 
two major religions-Christianity 
and Islam- in the continent. But 
over the years, Ethiopia has been 
‘shy’ to showcase its rich history 
until international organisations 
like  UNESCO began to treasure 
many historical landmarks in the 
country and as curiosity drives 
the world to this cradle of civilisa-
tion, the country has decided to 
expose the world’s treasure not 
commonly known.

Ethiopia is popularly known 
for several of its tourist attrac-
tions, some of which are project-
ed as the ethnological museums, 
historical monuments, the Insti-
tutes of Ethiopian studies and 
the churches of Lalibela which is 
located in the Semien Wollo Zone 
of the Amhara Region, at roughly 
2,500 meters above sea level.

Interestingly, beyond these 
frequently visited locations, 
there are much more places yet 
unveiled to the world. Some of 
these places have outlived kings, 
kingdoms and rulers, and some 
residents have done well to keep 
these records for generations yet 
unborn to learn from. Among 
these locations are the Islamic 
heritages of Ethiopia.

A visit to this country by 
BDSUNDAY in a team of 17 
people including journalists and 
travel agencies from various 
states in Nigeria revealed the 
treasured sights, histories and 
significance of Ethiopia. 

On arrival at the Elilly Inter-
national Hotel, Addis Ababa, the 
next day BDSUNDAY visited the 
city of Mekelle. After a-55minute 
flight from Addis Ababa, the re-
porter touched down the Alula 
Aba Nega Airport at Mekelle. On 
this day, the people of Mekelle 
came out enmass to welcome 
the delegates from Sudan and 
Somalia.

Mekelle is the capital of the 
Tigray Region and the largest 
city in northern Ethiopia, with 
a population of 298,000 and 
became a Millennium City in 
2008.  The city is fast becoming 
an economic hub and educational 
centre, boasting a new airport, 
medical school, teaching hospital 
and opportunities in tourism and 
agriculture.

The neat and appealing air-
port environs left one wonder-
ing how a small country would 
utilise resources at their disposal 
to make the airport appealing to 
visitors.

Few hours after arrival at 
the Axum Hotel at Mekele, we 

An escape to a land of origins: 
The Ethiopia experience

drove to the Al Nejashi Mosque.  
The Nejashi Mosque is one of the 
world’s earliest mosques said to 
have been built in the seventh 
century by the companions of 
Prophet Mohammed, who exiled 
from Arabia from the Quray-
shi pagans to Ethiopia where 
they found a welcoming refuge. 
The Nejashi Mosque is as old as 
the faith of Islam. It is the first 
mosque in Africa and is consid-
ered by many as one of the most 
sacred places of Islamic worship 
and rightly dubbed by some as 

“The second Makkah”.
Ethiopians, according to the 

tour guide, were very receptive of 
Muslims from Mecca, who were 
early companions of Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW) and were 
fleeing persecution. They had 
been denied the right to practise 
their preferred religion and were 
persecuted by the idol worship-
pers ruling Arabia.

They first arrived in the Axu-
mite Empire, where the then 
ruler Nejashi, Ashama ibn Abjar, 
a Christian, received and settled 

co-existence between Christians 
and Muslims in Ethiopia.

The history of Negash is one 
tied to that of Islam in Ethiopia 
dating back to the 7th centu-
ry and is home to Africa’s first 
mosque built then. It has been 
dubbed ‘The second Mecca.’ Ni-
gerian tourists were educated on 
the fact that during Haile Selais-
sie’s reign, Muslim communities 
brought personal, inheritance 
and family issues before Islamic 
court. The mosque which has 
been named Al-Nejashi in hon-
our of the king credited for saving 
the Prophet’s followers.

Tombs of fifteen companions 
of the Prophet are located in the 
premises of the mosque. There 
are plans for landmarks to be 
erected outside each mausoleum.

The following day, there was 
a transfer to the airport for flight 
to Addis Ababa and then drive to 
Dire Dawa. Dire Dawa is a city in 
Ethiopia divided by the usually 
dry Dachata River. The colonial 
quarter, Kezira, features wide 
streets and a rail station dating 
from the French development of 
the railway. Megala, the old town, 
has Islamic-style architecture and 
several markets.

Upon arrival in Dire Dawa, 
we visited the Railway station 
of Dire Dawa, Markets of Kefira 
& Taiwan. To the amazement of 
the team, the train station which 
commenced operations in the 
year 1902 still functions till date.

The Ethio-Djibouti Railway 
was one of the colonial era meter 
gauge railways in Africa that was 
built between 1894-1917. For 
most of the 20th century, it was 
a rather well-known railway out-
side Africa because of its rugged 
terrain and interesting landscape, 
steep slopes, narrow curves and 
its bridges. It was operated with 
both steam locomotives and later 
diesel locomotives and its other 
rolling stock mostly originated 
from the colonial era - and gave 
rise to some nostalgia and tour-
ism.

Yirga Alem, one of the guards 
at the train station told BDSUN-
DAY that railway served a clear 
economic purpose over decades, 
easing the transport of goods be-
tween almost inaccessible Ethio-
pia and the ocean and clearly 
replaced camel caravans as the 
transport means of choice.

Alem added that the trains 
transport hundreds of travellers 
and commodities between the 
coast at Djibouti City and Ethio-
pia, daily.

He explained that there are 
187 bridges along the route, but 
only one tunnel at Gol du Harr, 
northeast of Dire Dawa. The 
railway links Addis Ababa, the 
capital of Ethiopia, with the Port 
of Djibouti. Along the railway, cit-

IFEOMA OKEKE
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An ancient museum in Harar

them in Negash, in the country’s 
Tigray Region. Negashi is a name 
derived from the local language, 
Tigrigna, which means ‘king’ and 
has an Arabic variant, ‘Najashi.’

According to the guide, their 
persecutors sent emissaries to 
bring them back to Arabia, but 
the King, Ashama refused. It is 
said that these followers had 
been instructed by the Prophet 
to respect and protect Axum as 
well as live in peace with the na-
tive Christians. It is believed that 
this is the reason for the peaceful 
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ies were founded like Dire Dawa, 
now one of most populous cities 
in Ethiopia.

After this, we had a long drive 
to the city of Harar. On the way 
to Harar, we admired the gath-
ering of people from different 
tribes and cultures who came 
to buy and sell at the Markets of 
Kefira and Taiwan. As we drove 
across the markets, we could not 
help but appreciate the beauty of 
the textile materials, traditional 
dresses, jewelleries and artifacts 
displayed at different shops for 
sale.

As we journeyed on, tran-
scending through the inner part 
of the market, it reminded us 
of the typical busy Lagos Island 
market. The crowd, the move-
ment of people, the noise, ex-
change of currencies and display 
of commodities only showed a 
typical business environment.

After a long drive of about 
one hour, thirty minutes, we 
finally arrived at the Overnight 
wander land Hotel located right 
at the centre of the city of Harar. 
Visitors and tourists testified that 
this hotel is said to be the best 
hotel in Harar.

With excitement and anticipa-
tion, the reporter looked forward 
to the tour around the city of 
Harar the next day.

Harar is the fortified historic 
islamic town. Located at an al-
titude of 1,800 meters, Harar 
is a labyrinth of small streets 
surrounded by old city walls. 
Its architecture reflects a strong 
Islamic influence.

Harar was the poet’s favourite 
city and he established quarters 
there in order to trade in arms 
destined for the emperor Mene-
lik. It is said that there are about 
99 mosques in the old walled city 
of Harar of which most date as 
early as the 13th century.

Until recently, it was vener-
ated by Muslims as a centre of 
pilgrimage, the most holy city 
in the Horn of Africa, with large 
numbers of mosques and Koran 

schools.
After a walk on the hills in-

between the identical houses 
of Harar, we had a stopover at 
the Sherif Harar City Museum. 
This museum was established by 
Abdulahi Ali Sherif at his own 
house in 1983 E.C on the occa-
sion of the group singers called 
‘Haiwa-nach’. Ali began collecting 
cultural materials with Harari 
songs. The encouragement of the 
community enabled him widen 
his collection.

This museum displays more 
than one thousand heritages, 
some of which include archaeo-
logical, historical and anthropo-
logical items, Harri handwritten 
books, constitutions, various 
Harari minted coins, and cultural 
dresses of different ethnic groups 
of Ethiopia, amongst other col-
lections.

No doubt, this museum plays 
a vital role in preserving the 
Ethiopian cultures.

After this ecstatic experience, 
we had another stop over at a 
traditional old typical house of 
the Harar people. The program-
matic layout of the house is high-
ly prescribed, following cultural 
conventions. There were various 
cultural artifacts and house hold 
utensils used in decorating the 
house to give a attractive appeal.

Women and men have cer-
tain spaces dedicated to their 
use, all with various layers of pri-
vacy. There are numerous levels 
to the seating in the living room 
(gidir gr) that denote the status 
of family members and guests. 
Basketry is a prime decorative 
ornament for the interior of the 
houses.

As we journeyed on, the main 
sights that called for attention 
were the city walls and gate-
ways, the Friday Mosque, the 
Museum, the Ras Makonnen 
House, and the supposed house 
of Rimbaud Muslim and Chris-
tian Markets.

For me, the most exciting 
night was the night in Harar 

when we visited the hyena 
man- the man who feeds the 
wild hyenas every evening. 
Anywhere else in the world, 
feeding a hyena by mouth would 
be a dreadful idea. In Harar, 
however, the residents have 
developed a unique symbiosis 
with the hyenas, making them 
pets and creating a source of 
living by showcasing their re-
lationship with the extremely 
wild animals.

The experiences I had in Ha-
rar played on in my mind, even 
as we journeyed away from the 
Harar city the next day. I wished 
I could stay a while longer here 
but duty called to other loca-
tions. When we got to Dire Diwe, 
unfortunately, there was flight 
delay as a result of the weather, 
so we had to spend about three 
hours at the airport. Fortunately 
for us all however, we didn’t feel 
this delay as we got busy with 

our phones leveraging on the 
free Wi-Fi offered at Dire Diwe 
airport.

After the long day, we finally 
arrived at Addis Ababa and din-
ner was served at the Elilly Inter-
national hotel, a Five Star hotel 
with an ambiance so welcoming 
and display of luxury.

The hotel offers free WiFi and 
outdoor pool, and free private 
parking is available on site. All 
rooms include a flat-screen TV. 
Certain rooms include a sitting 
area for guest’s convenience. 
Certain rooms have views of 
the pool or city. For your com-
fort, you will find slippers and a 
hairdryer.

With this ambiance and com-
fort, we woke to see another 
bright day, which was also the 
last day of our adventure in 
Ethiopia. So, we made sure that 
each minute counted for us. So, 
we started with a city tour of 

Addis Ababa where we visited 
the Ethiopian Airlines Aviation 
Academy.

In this academy is the Pilots’ 
Training School, Aircraft Main-
tenance Technicians School, 
School of Marketing & Finance, 
Cabin Crew Training School with 
modern mock up and Full Flight 
Simulator Training for B737, 
B757 & B767, 787 & Q400 , B777. 
The academy has the capacity 
to take 4,000 trainees at a time.

An exciting time for me at the 
academy was an experience at 
the cockpit with the pilot inside 
the simulator. The experience 
of flying and landing using a 
simulator looked so real to me, 
just with the press of few but-
tons as directed by the trainer 
pilot in charge.

After lunch, a take-home 
to remember was the sights at 
Ethnographic Museum as well as 
the largest market of East Africa 
known as “Merkato”.

Set within Haile Selassie’s 
former palace, and surrounded 
by the beautiful gardens and 
fountains of the university’s 
main campus, is the enthrall-
ing Ethnological Museum. This 
is one of the finest museums in 
Africa, showing the full sweep 
of Ethiopia’s cultural and social 
history across two floors.

At the entrance of the Mu-
seum is a small Lion of Judah 
(the symbol of Ethiopian mon-
archy) which sits victoriously 
atop the final step, like a jubilant 
punctuation mark at the end of a 
painfully long sentence.

On the first floor of the mu-
seum are superb artifacts and 
handicrafts from Ethiopia’s 
people, distinctively displayed. 
Instead of following the typical 
static and geographical layout 
that most museums fall into, 
these displays are based on the 
life cycle. First comes Childhood, 
with birth, games, rites of pas-
sage and traditional tales.

Other rooms on this floor 
show the preserved bedroom, 
bathroom and exorbitant chang-
ing room of Emperor Haile Se-
lassie, complete with a bullet 
hole in his mirror courtesy of the 
1960 coup d’etat.

The second floor is home to 
two drastically different, but 
equally delightful, displays. The 
vibrant hall focuses on religious 
art, with an exceptional series of 
diptychs, triptychs, icons, crosses 
and magic scrolls. Magic scrolls, 
like the Roman lead scrolls, were 
used to cast curses on people or 
to appeal to the gods for divine 
assistance. The collection of 
icons is the largest and most 
representative in the world.

Senses of another sort are 
indulged in the small cave-like 
corridor that sits next to the hall. 
Inside, the black surrounds leave 
you nothing to look at besides 
traditional musical instruments 
from across Ethiopia.

Finally, a night to remember 
was the final night at Addis 
Ababa. Dinner was served at 
Halal Restaurant, where there 
was dancing, mingling, the feel-
Ethiopian songs and taste of 
several of the local food. It was 
indeed, a great experience!

Memorabilaires of the Islamic people of Harar

The first mosque in Africa



T
ravel and tourism writ-
ers in the country have 
described the proposed  
Nigerian Tourism De-
velopment Corporation 

(NTDC) Act Cap N137 LFN, 2004 
(Repeal Re-enactment) Bill, 2017 
(SB.429),which came up for public 
hearing on the floor of the Senate, 
last week, as ‘confusing, vexatious 
and lacks the capacity and sincer-
ity of purpose.’

 In a statement released on 
Monday, the group under the 
auspices of the Association of 
Nigerian Journalists and Editors 
of Tourism (ANJET), cited conten-
tious provisions concerning the 
Tourism Development Fund (TDF) 
and Tourism Development Levy 
(TDL) in the proposed bill as an 
indication of the fact that NTDC 
wants to muzzle everyone in the 
country, including corporate busi-
nesses and tourists, among others 
it is proposing to pull money from.

 It would be recalled that the 
NTDC had proposed a bill before 
the National Assembly in which 
it sought to repeal the original but 
controversial act that established 
it in 1992 as well as insert new 
provisions into a new law that em-
powers it to, among others control 
and expand funding sources for 
the corporation.

 However, stakeholders in the 
industry have picked holes in the 
proposed bill even as they have 
also mounted criticisms against 
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the document with the umbrella 
body of travel and tourism op-
erators, the Federation of Tourism 
Association of Nigeria (FTAN) 
presenting its own dissenting po-
sition paper at the August 9, 2017 
hearing.

 “Other than the fact that NTDC 
don’t have such powers, it also 
lacks the capacity and sincerity 
of purpose to do so and administer 
these funds in a transparent man-
ner and more importantly, it is 
way of denying the private sector 
the opportunity to muster funds 
on their own for their businesses.

 “The two provisions are con-
fusing and go against the grains 
of the TDF and TDL provisions 
and recently the Tourism Devel-
opment Bank (TDB), which the 
private sector operators have 
been clamouring for and which 

was later approved by the Federal 
Government and even contained 
in the National Tourism Master 
plan provisions, which was re-
cently reviewed by the Ministry 
of Information and Culture.

 “Beside these, there are other 
areas of ambiguities. For instance, 
the provision for the establish-
ment for a tour company, which 
though is not new but for the ad-
dition of ‘to operate tour services 
within and outside Nigeria,’ is in 
total negation of its primary du-
ties, which is to promote domestic 
tourism and inbound and not 
outbound tours,” ANJET said in 
the statement.

 Continuing, ANJET said: “No 
country national tourism agency 
seeks to promote outbound tours 
as being proposed by NTDC bill 
but inbound. By this provision, 

which FTAN and its member asso-
ciation, Nigeria Association of Tour 
Operators (NATOP), have opposed 
because it tends to take away their 
businesses by the corporation set-
ting itself in direct competition 
with the people which the cor-
poration had pledged to protect, 
promote and boost their opera-
tions, but clearly shows that those 
currently at the helm of affairs at 
NTDC, lack total understanding 
of what their role should be and 
therefore, should be flushed out of 
the place before they set the gear 
of tourism in reverse mode.”

ANJET, while flaying the pro-
posed bill as defective, as it alien-
ates the NTDC from the body of 
travel and tourism operators in 
the country, said the bill made no 
attempt to locate NTDC under any 
ministry as it is the case with other 
ministries, agencies and agencies 
of government (MDAs).

 “Another issue that totally 
shows how defective the bill is, is 
the fact that NTDC is seeking to 
make itself an orphan in the Ni-
gerian environment, because the 
bill does not locate NTDC under 
any ministry as it is the case with 
government parastatals. At pres-
ent, the corporation is under the 
Ministry of Information and Cul-
ture but nowhere under this new 
bill was the ministry mentioned or 
even Ministry of Tourism which is 
being clamoured for by the Senate 
itself, except the bland reference to 
a ‘minister.’”

The travel and tourism writ-
ers, therefore, advised the senate 
to avoid passing the proposed bill 
in its original form ‘to avoid the 
imminent doom and implosion 
in tourism.’  “The Senate commit-
tee should rise to the occasion by 
doing the needful. That means, it 
needs to properly scruntise the 
document, the various summa-
tions during the public hearing, 
the provisions of the 1999 consti-
tution as amended, the ruling of 
the Supreme Court of 2013 on the 
matter of tourism and the extant 
laws of NTDC 1992,” it said.

Also remarking, immediate 
past president of FTAN and chair-
man of its Board of Trustees, 
Samuel Alabi, who is also a legal 
practitioner, described the pro-
posed NTDC bill as an ‘illegality.’

 ‘‘It appears the drafters of the 
bill are not aware of the import 
of the Supreme Court judicial 
pronouncement on the status of 
tourism in the 1999 constitution 
as amended. By the Supreme Court 
decision, tourism has been held to 
be a residual matter, and therefore, 
only state Houses of Assembly 

could validly legislate on it.
‘‘It is laughable that what the 

Supreme Court had dismantled in 
2013 on the basis of the 1999 con-
stitution is now been reassembled 
by the Senate without first amend-
ing the relevant 1999 constitution. 
It is like reinventing the will, pure 
and simple,’’ said the Legal Adviser 
of the Eko Hotels and Suites, Lagos.

 Similarly, in its rejoinder to the 
Nigerian Tourism Development 
Corporation (NTDC) Act Cap N137 
LFN, 2004 (Repeal Re-enactment) 
Bill, 2017 (SB.429), the Federation 
of Tourism Association of Nigeria 
(FTAN), also contested amend-
ments sought by the corporation.

The FTAN in its own position 
paper presented on the floor of 
the Senate by its President, Rabo 
Saleh Kareem, faulted Section 4 
(c) Membership of the Governing 
Board; Section 15 (c) Functions 
of the Corporation; Section 15 
(d) Functions of the Corporation; 
Section 16 (f) – Functions of the 
Corporation (continued).

Other contentious portions 
of the proposed bill, according to 
FTAN, include: Section 18 – Es-
tablishment of a Tour Operating 
Company; Section 22 (f) and (g) 
Funds of the Corporation; Section 
26 & 28 – Establishment and object 
of Tourism Development Fund; 
Section 29 – Tourism Development 
levy, which the association must be 
expunged from the proposed bill.

 Particularly for  Section 29, 
titled; ‘Tourism Development 
levy’, FTAN said the ‘entire prayers 
sought for inserting this section 
and clauses into the amendment 
are ill conceived and would make 
the Levy inoperable on ground, 
more so there would be no trans-
parency in the processes.’

 According to FTAN, “Tour-
ism Development levy should be 
collected on the site where it is 
applicable by the operators and 
immediately paid into the bank 
accounts of Tourism Development 
Fund. Tourism Development levy 
should be the primary source of 
funding for the Tourism Develop-
ment Fund.”

Also, commenting on the docu-
ment, a tourism expert, Dr. Frank-
lin. J. Adejuwon, advised that 
the bill should treat the NTDC 
as a regulatory and supervisory 
agency of government and ‘not an 
autocratic organization that would 
begin conflicting with Minister’s 
powers or encroaching on the 
rights of the people,’ adding fur-
ther that ‘tourism is entirely based 
on human relations and influence. 
The bill must therefore attend to 
these tendencies in its contents.’

Adejuwon chaired the Presi-
dential Committee that drafted 
the original National Tourism 
Masterplan adopted by the former 
President Umar Musa Yar’Adua’s 
administration and launched 
by Adetokunbo Kayode as then 
Minister of Tourism and National 
Orientation.

Continuing, Adejuwon said: 
“The proposed bill should limit the 
cooperation to giving guidelines 
only and follow up with state 
governments to operate within the 
guidelines. We should remember 
when a situation is within the 
concurrent list, state governments 
have direct powers to do and undo. 
There cannot be any imposition of 
powers by federal government in 
this aspect. Inspectors can only op-
erate through state organisations 
responsible for tourism. Let us 
avoid building an empire for NTDC 
at the expense of poor people who 
wish to earn a living and provide 
jobs for other people by investing 
in the industry.”

A
s the West African travel 
and tourism community 
countdown to the 13th 
edition of Akwaaba Afri-

can Travel Market, Gbenga Olowo, 
president /CEO, Sabre Network 
NMC, West Africa, has confirmed 
his participation to speak at the 
Aviation Day of the travel expo 
scheduled to hold in Lagos at Eko 
Hotel and Suites, Victoria Island, 
Lagos from September 10-12, 2017.

Olowo who is also the president 
of Aviation Round Table (ART) and 
the guest speaker at the event will 
be speaking on the topic: “2016: 
Commercial Aviation Accident 
Free Year. What Did Africa Do 
Right”, a topic that is germane to the 
African aviation sector. Olowo is an 
Economist and Business Adminis-
trator with uninterrupted cognate 
experience in the aviation sector.

According to IATA, “Last year, 
some 3.8 billion travelers flew 
safely on 40.4 million flights. The 
number of total accidents, fatal 
accidents and fatalities all de-
clined versus the five-year average, 
showing that aviation continues 
to become safer”. The good news 
is that in 2016 Africa had no air 
crash. This is against the backdrop 
of decades of problematic safety 
level in Africa.

Olowo, who is erudite profes-
sional in the sector, will be bringing 
his versatility in the global aviation 
industry to bear on the topic at the 
2017 Aviation Day. His deep and 
wide aviation industry experience 
has made him an acknowledged 

Gbenga Olowo, foremost aviation expert, 
to speak at Akwaaba Travel Market 2017

expert in airlines and aviation 
business management. He has pro-
vided varied consultancy services 
in these areas and is an author of 
many aviation industry related 
publications. He is currently the 
President Aviation Safety Round 
Table Initiative.

He has attended several pro-
fessional training courses and 
served on several expert groups, 
committees, and panels includ-
ing the Ministerial Committee on 
Restructuring of Nigeria Airways 
Limited in September 2001, Min-
isterial Technical Committee on 
the Establishment of a new Flag 
Carrier in August 2003, Chairman 
of the Agency Investigation Panel 
(A.I.P) for Western Africa, and 
Member of ECOWAS Parliament 
Committee on Implementation of 
Yammousoukro Treaty.

The event aims to stimulate 
valuable discuss from renowned 
industry players that will add 
impetus to the sector and improve 
and sustain the safety level in the 
industry. This year’s Aviation Day 
event is expected to have aviation 
professionals from global aviation 
organizations such as the Interna-
tional Air Transport Association 
(IATA), African Civil Aviation 
Commission (AFCAC), African 
Airlines Association, (AFRAA) and 
chief executives of airlines in the 
continent.

The 12th edition of the travel 
and tourism conference with the 
theme ‘The State of Aviation in 
Africa Why do Airlines Fail’ which 
was well attended by travel experts 
examined the challenges bedevil-
ing African carriers with a view 
to proffer solutions to the problem 
inhibiting the growth of airlines in 
the continent. At the event it was 
revealed that 37 airlines collapsed 
in Africa within a decade.

The 13th edition of Africa Travel 
and Tourism Conference is aimed 
at transferring knowledge cover-
ing travel, hospitality and aviation 
sectors from globally rated experts. 
Apart from the annual Exhibition 
which offers participants the op-
portunity to expose their Product 
to the Travelling Public and travel 
trends in a face to face format, the 
13th AKWAABA African Travel 
Market will be imparting knowl-
edge to its various participants 
through Seminar, Networking, Ex-
posure and Provision of new Skills. Gbenga Olowo
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W
ho needs sleep 
when there is so 
much to see and 
d o ?  W h e t h e r 
you are in Dubai 

on a stopover or you just fancy 
squeezing as much as possible 
out of your trip, there is always 
a host of things to experience no 
matter what time it is. Read on for 
our 24-hour guide to the city that 
never sleeps.

5am – Al Aweer Central Fruit 
and Vegetable Market

You can kick-start your day at 
Al Aweer Central Fruit and Veg-
etable Market, home to the coun-
try’s freshest fruit and vegetables, 
all available at bargain prices. This 
buzzing market is full of sights, co-
lours, sounds and smells, offering 
an experience far removed from 
your average supermarket. Please 
do not forget your camera!

6.30am – Al Qudra Cycling 
Track

Offering breath-taking sunrise 
views, Al Qudra Cycling Track is a 
must-visit for adventure seekers. 
The 86-kilometre-long bike track 
boasts amazing vistas of Dubai’s 
desert dunes, and as you make 
your way along the path, you may 
even get a glimpse of the local 
wildlife, such as the majestic oryx 
(plus the odd horse and rider).

8.30am – Breakfast by the 
waves at Kite Beach

Foodies will be spoilt for choice 
by the selection of trendy res-
taurants, cafés and quirky food 
concepts, all just a stone’s throw 

Around-the-clock in Dubia; 
city that never sleeps
Stories by EMELIKE OBINNA

from the clear waters of the Ara-
bian Gulf. Kite Beach’s promenade 
boasts some picturesque spots to 
relax and tuck into tasty fare while 
feeling the sand between your 
toes – including Park House, The 
Surf Café and Al Ijaza Cafeteria, 
which serves up old-school classics 
to grab and go.

11am – Visit the viewing deck 
of Burj Khalifa

No visit to Dubai is complete 
without a visit to the top of Burj 
Khalifa, the world’s tallest build-
ing, which offers unobstructed, 
360-degree views of the city, des-
ert and ocean through a floor-to-
ceiling glass-walled perimeter. The 
open-air terrace features digitally 
powered telescopes that provide 
virtual time travel with real-time 
views of the past and the future.

1pm – Lunch at Sheikh Mo-
hammed Centre for Cultural 
Understanding

Located in Al Fahidi Historical 
Neighbourhood, one of the oldest 
in Dubai, the Sheikh Mohammed 
Centre for Cultural Understand-
ing (SMCCU) serves traditional 
Emirati lunch in the ambience of 
a beautifully restored wind-tower 
house where visitors can enjoy a 
meal with local flair while chat-
ting with an Emirati host about 
UAE culture, customs and religion. 
Whatever questions you may have 
– no matter how sensitive – do not 
be afraid to ask.

3pm – Cool off at Aquaventure
Recently named the Best Wa-

terpark in Dubai by TripAdvisor, 
Aquaventure at Atlantis, The 
Palm offers the perfect splash-
filled break for the entire fam-

ily. Choose from record-breaking 
rides and slides, close encounters 
with sharks and rays, or spread 
out and relax on 700 metres of 
private beach.

8pm – Dinner by the dancing 
fountains

Watch the mesmerising Dubai 
Fountain from a number of din-

A
s organisers put fin-
ishing touches to The 
Luxury Lifestyle Sum-
mit, premiere luxury 

conference and exhibition in 
Nigeria scheduled for September 
6 and 7, 2017 at the Balmoral 
Convention Centre, Federal Palace 
Hotel & Casino, Lagos, sponsors, 
including top brands are signing 

ing options in Downtown Dubai. 
Whether you opt for the faux-
French feel at Madeleine Café & 
Boulangerie, the relaxing ambi-
ence at Thai eatery Thiptara, or 
delicious Italian dishes enjoyed 
on the outdoor terrace at Serafina, 
the picturesque settings are prime 
spots to take in the beauty and 

up for the summit.
Speaking during a media par-

ley held recently at TOPCOMM 
PR head office in Lagos, the or-
ganisers of the event, TOPCOMM 
PR and The Luxury Reporter an-
nounced that brands from across 
the different luxury industry in 
Nigeria and beyond have indi-
cated interest in sponsoring and 

charm of Dubai’s most popular 
son-et-lumière show.

10.30pm – Drinks with a view 
at Madinat Jumeirah

Panoramic views of the Ara-
bian Gulf, the billowing ‘sail’ of the 
Burj al Arab and a beautiful man-
made creek make Madinat Jumei-
rah one of Dubai’s top locations to 
take in the splendour and charm of 
the city. With more than 40 world-
class restaurants and lounges to 
choose from, visitors can enjoy 
the views and an accompanying 
drink at Kalsa Pool Bar, Bahri Bar 
and The Agency, or groove to the 
live music at Polynesian-themed 
Trader Vic’s.

12am – Karaoke at Lucky Voice
Head to Lucky Voice and belt 

out your favourite tunes in a 
private karaoke booth, with more 
than 15,000 tracks to choose from. 
The venue has a ’70s disco feel 
complete with dozens of glowing 
orbs hanging from the ceiling – 
undulating, pulsing and changing 
colour.

2am – Post-midnight meals
Dubai boasts all manner of 

after-hour options for a quick 
bite or even a full-blown meal in 
the small hours of the night. Bite 
into a classic cheese manakish at 
Al Reef Lebanese Bakery, chow 
down on Levantine street food and 
shawarmas at Zaroob, or head to 
SALT for a tasty menu of burgers 
(the Cheetos Chicken Burger is a 
must), fries and shakes.

4am – Sunrise hot air balloon 
ride over the desert

If you’re still awake, take in the 
sunrise and see the golden hues of 
the desert as you drift 1,200 metres 
above the dunes, over emerald-
green oases with oryx, gazelles and 
wandering camels in their natural 
habitat below. Soar the skies with 
the teams at Balloon Adventures, 
Sindbad Balloons or Platinum 
Heritage for a mesmerising sky-
high tour, from pick-up to take-off.

Top brands sign up for The Luxury Lifestyle Summit
…as organisers assure on summit exhibiting at the maiden Luxury 

Lifestyle Summit.
The sponsors, which are lead-

ing luxury brands in Nigeria and 
beyond are also set for wonderful 
networking opportunities and 
business at the summit in Lagos.

Sun International’s SunLux 
Collection of luxury hotels includ-
ing, The Maslow; Table Bay, Palace 
of the Lost City and Boardwalk all 
in South Africa will be showcasin-
gat The Luxury Lifestyle Summit.

In the airline industry, Ameri-
can carrier, Delta Air Lines and 
South African Airways, national 
carrier of South Africa will be 
exhibiting at the event.

GHI Assets, parents company 
of Skylogistics, HRG Nigeria and 
more have committed to showcas-
ing their services alongside Bal-
moral event who are the exclusive 
venue sponsor of the summit.

Bespoke luxury brands, Ju-
lian’s Luxury and the Choscharis 
group, leading luxury automobile 
brands dealer is expected to show-
case their wares at the event.

South African Tourism, desti-
nation marketing agency of South 
Africa has also shown interest to 
promote the country’s exquisite 
lap of luxury at The Luxury Life-
style Summit.

Exhibition guests will have 
the opportunity to engage the 
services of luxury travel man-
agement companies with Tour 
Brokers International and Wontra 
signing up to present luxury travel 

packages at The Luxury Lifestyle 
Summit.

In the financial sector, United 
Bank for Africa; Access Bank 
and First Bank will be providing 
timeless information on their con-
venient private banking bouquet 
at The Luxury Lifestyle Summit. 
Telecommunication company, 
ntel, will also be on ground with 
its superfast internet service

This maiden edition of The 
Luxury Lifestyle Summit will also 
see about 20 emerging indigenous 
brands in the arts, fashion, per-
fumery and other sector exhibit 
their products in line with the idea 
of the summit to expose hidden 
gems Nigerian luxury market to 
the world. Some of them include: 
E’sorae Luxury, Abela, Scentify, 
Regalo African Luxury, Nsaata, 
TPS Luxury bags, Oud Majestic, 
Adire Lounge, Pere Lei, Muji Lagos, 
foremost designer, Lanre Da Silva 
Ajayi (LDA) among others.

Blackpace Group, Swiss and Ni-
gerian based company; Weath-
insight based in United Kingdom; 
Lions&Gazelles based in Dubai and 
Nigerian Based African luxury 
brand, Regalo Luxury forms the quar-
tet brands providing lead support for 
The Luxury Lifestyle Summit.

Megalectrics Limited, owners 
of the wave making radio sta-
tions; Beat FM, Classic FM and 
Lagos Talks FM is exclusive radio 
partner for the summit alongside 
BusinessDay, The Guardian and 
other media as partners.

It would be recalled that the 
theme of the two-day conference 
and exhibition is Digital Inside - 
Get Wired to Deliver the Ultimate 
Luxury Experience with con-
firmed speakers including Paul 
Andrew, Geneva based Nigerian 
investment tycoon; Daniel Wei-
hrauch, CEO of Lions&Gazelles, 
German born global traveller and 
authority in the luxury hospitali-
ty industry; Oliver Williams, CEO, 
Firebreak Group based in United 
Kingdom and Funmi Onojide, 
Founder, Regalo African Luxury 
Store based in Lagos, Nigeria.

There will be panel discussions 
at The Luxury Lifestyle Summit 
which is confirmed to be mod-
erated by award-winningCNN 
Africa Editor, Stephanie Busari.

Discussants at the summit in-
clude:  AbionaBabarinde, Group 
General Manager, Marketing and 
Communications, Coscharis; Ka-
vita Chellarams, CEO, Arthouse 
Contemporary; EjiroOnobrakpeya, 
expert in African art; Kayode Ka-
sunmu, Executive Director, Beauty 
Bar and Essenza who has been a 
player in the Luxury Industry in 
Nigeria for over 30 years and fore-
most designer, Frank Osodi.

Bearing in mind the high pro-
file individuals, luxury companies 
and exclusive products at the 
summit, the organisers have also 
assured on security and great 
networking platform for the 
participants that would continue 
even after the summit.
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Nigeria reiterates commitment to 
global aviation security

T
he Federal Government 
of Nigeria has reiterated 
its commitment to take 
aviation security to the 
next level and not be a 

global weak link.
Hadi Sirika, the Minister of 

State for Aviation,  voiced out the 
country’s commitment to the glob-
al aviation security while address-
ing participants at the ongoing Re-
gional ministerial conference on 
aviation security entitled ‘Global 
Aviation Security Plan (GASeP): 
The Roadmap to Foster Aviation 
Security in Africa and the Middle 
East,’ in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt.

“May I on behalf of Nigeria 
President, Muhammadu Buhari 
assure you of the commitment of 
Nigeria in this regard of aviation 
safety, that we will take seriously 
any task, role or assignment as-
signed to the nation of Nigeria or 
that Nigeria assigned itself in this 
regard and to further state that 
we would not be the weak link in 
aviation security.

“This has also been demonstrat-
ed by the fact that the President 
and Commander-In-Chief of the 
country Nigeria, Muhammadu 
Buhari has approved the improve-
ment of our aviation security, 
AVSEC as it is called. They are 
now arms bearing and have been 

committed to series of trainings,” 
Sirika said.

Sirika also seized the opportu-
nity to appreciate organizations 
that have been invaluable in the 
training of Nigeria’s aviation se-
curity personnel.

“We want to thank the United 
Nation Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment that conducted training 
twice in Nigeria recently and 
they will continue to provide that 
training. We are partnering with 
them to support us in the K-9 pro-
gram that will improve security in 
Nigeria aviation.”

 Sirika stated the country’s 
commitment to global aviation 
security at the Regional Ministe-
rial Conference in Egypt.

“Furthermore, to ensure that 
there is institutional weight be-
hind what we are doing, the Civil 

Aviation Act in Nigeria has just 
been reviewed and approved by 
the council of ministers under the 
leadership of the President and it is 
with the parliament for approval 
and passage.

“We have established training 
facilities in Abuja and Lagos by the 
help of United Nations Counter-
Terrorism Department and we 
have also established a training 
department within the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Authority training 
center and with Nigerian College 
of Aviation Technology to further 
strengthen aviation security,” 
Sirika added.

According to the minister, “I 
wish to restate our cooperation 
with all the nations in this matter 
and also that, this is our own un-
derstanding of the philosophy of 
‘No Country Left Behind’ of ICAO.”

‘Exchange rate, bilateral agreement, 
squeezing Arik, other airlines’ operations’

F
ormer Vice-Chairman of 
Arik Air, Anietie Okon 
has said that because it is 
extremely difficult to ob-

tain foreign exchange to run the 
airline, Arik and other domestic 
airlines operating in Nigeria are 
finding it difficult to have seam-
less operations.

Okon observed that currently 
no Nigerian airline is benefitting 
properly from the bilateral agree-
ment Nigeria signed with other 
countries; rather government 
has given away all the routes to 
foreign airlines at the detriment 
of Nigeria’s interest.

He remarked that the eco-
nomic and social consequences 
of government not supporting 
the airline and other airlines in 
the industry include job losses, 
the weakening of the value of 
naira and recalled that Arik was 
selling tickets for international 
destinations in naira while for-
eign airlines continue to demand 
for dollars and it had 2, 600 staff 
against that of foreign airlines 
that may have at most 10 Nige-
rian staff.

According to him, in other so-
cieties, government would have 
stepped in to save the airline by 
providing it and others support, 
knowing that the economic 
problem was a national issue, 
but instead it forcefully took 
Arik over and today the airline 
is operating less than 40 percent 
of its capacity.

However, Okon noted that 
AMCON management is striving 

to keep the airline operating but 
at very low capacity, with most of 
the aircraft due for maintenance 
but without enough foreign ex-
change, adding that at the 11th 
year of the airline, the former 
management had planned to 
bring in new aircraft from Boeing, 
the B737 MAX to take over from 
the existing ones while the later go 
for heavy maintenance.

He also alleged that some inter-
ests in government had planned 
to take over Arik Air and sell it 
to themselves but this was fore-
stalled by Asset Management 
Corporation of Nigeria (AMCON), 
which is currently managing the 
airline.

 Okon said the interest group 
took advantage of the financial 
distress of the airline occasioned 
by the crash of Nigeria’s economy 
that forced it into recession and 
the plunge of the value of the 
Naira.

However, Roy Ukpebo Ileg-
bodu, the current Chief Executive 
Office of Arik under the manag-
ment of AMCON said that the 
plan of AMCON is to stabilise the 
airline’s opertions, which it has 
achieved. 

Ilegbodu said currently, the 
airline has 10aircraft on ground, 
while four have gone on main-
tanace. “What we have done is to 
contain a fleet of 14 aircraft. If you 
assume that every aircraft is due 
for C-check in 18 months and you 
spread 14 aircraft in a year, you 
will find that at no point in time 
will some be flying,” he added.

Dana Air emerges Nigerian Airline of the Year

F
or its innovative online 
products, World-class 
in-flight service and im-
mense contribution to 

the Nigerian economy, Dana Air 
has been named the Nigerian 
Airline of the Year 2017, at the 
just concluded World Stage Eco-
nomic Summit (WES 2017) held 
at the Nigerian Stock Exchange 
(NSE) House, Lagos. 

Speaking at the World Stage 
Ec onomic Summit Awards 
themed: ‘Transforming Busi-
ness and Economy Through 
Innovation,’ Segun Adeleye, the 
President / CEO of World Stage 
Group said “one of the objectives 
of WES 2017 is transforming the 
Nigerian Economy through new 
ways of doing things and from 
the responses compiled, Dana 
Air is one of the outstanding 

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

partnered Zowasel.com, an e-
commerce platform to provide 
its teeming passengers greats 
deals and amazing discounts 
when they visit any of the part-
ner hotels, Spas, dental care 
outlets, and restaurants.

 Jerry Oche, the CEO of Zowa-
sel, while commenting on the 
partnership said “Zowasel is one 
of the best platforms to get the 
best deals and we are partner-
ing an airline that is reputed for 
its innovation and commitment 
towards providing extra value 
for its customers.’’

  Also speaking on the part-
nership, Kingsley Ezenwa noted 
that Dana Air is reputed for its 
chain of value added services 
some of which have made the 
airline the choice of the flying 
public.

institutions that has emerged 
winner, as a result of its innova-
tion and immense contribution 
to the growth of the Nigerian 
economy this year.’’

 In his response, Kingsley 
Ezenwa, the Communications 
Manager of Dana Air, expressed 
gratitude to the organizers of the 
award. He said “we are delighted 
to have received yet another 
laurel and we are more than 
ever committed to delivering the 
best air transport services to our 
guests at all times.’’

 ‘Our innovative online 
products, strategic partner-
ships and unrivaled customer 
services,  speaks volume of 
the effort we have made to 
enhance customer experience 
and reward loyalty.’’  

 Meanwhile the airline has 

F
or the second time in less 
than one month, the Mur-
tala Muhammed Airport 
Terminal Two, popularly 

referred to as MMA2, has won the 
Nigerian Airport of the Year 2017 
Award, organised by WorldStage 
Economic Summit.

 The economic summit is organ-
ised yearly by WorldStage Lim-
ited, publishers of the WorldStage 
News Online and True Colour 
magazine.

 This latest award is com-
ing on the heels of the Best 
PPP (Public-Private Partnership) 
Award presented to MMA2 by 
Nike Akande, the President of 
Lagos Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (LCCI),  at a co-
louful ceremony witnessed by 
Akinwumi Ambode, the Lagos 
State Governor  and captains of 
industries on July 29, this year.

 While presenting the Nigerian 
Airport of the Year 2017 Award to 

MMA2 wins WorldStage Airport of the Year Award
MMA2 at a ceremony held at the 
Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) 
House, Lagos, on Wednesday, 
Segun Adeleye, the President/
Chief Executive of WorldStage 
Limited said the terminal emerged 
the winner among various airport 
terminals in Nigeria after stake-
holders in the industry, including 
the media, unanimously voted 
massively for it.

 He said the Selection Com-
mittee accepted the verdict of the 
stakeholders in view of the “out-
standing contributions of MMA2 
to economic growth during the 
current year”. 

Bi-Courtney Aviation Ser-
vices Limited (BASL), operators 
of MMA2, expressed gratitude to 
World Stage Limited for the award 
and pledged to continue to make 
the exclusively privately-funded 
terminal the first choice of trav-
ellers and visitors by constantly 
maintaining its facilities.

…partners Zowasel.com on deals for guests
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S
ickle Cell Disease is one of 
the most prevalent public 
health issues in Nigeria, 
which is known to have 
the greatest number of 

sickle cell disease patients per 
country in the world.

The American Centre for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) states that, “Slightly 
above 300,000 babies globally 
are born with severe sickle cell 
disease. Seventy-five percent of 
that number, 225,000, is born 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. Nigeria 
carries 66% of the burden in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, with a total 
of 150,000 babies born with se-
vere sickle cell disease annually. 
Nigeria also bears 50% of the 
global burden.” This means that, 
globally, for every two babies 
born with the sickle cell disease, 
one is a Nigerian.

Two Nigerian senators are 
sponsoring a bill that would 
make it mandatory for couples 
to get genotype testing before 
they can get married, and before 
new births can be registered. The 
bill has passed the second read-
ing, and is scheduled for public 
hearing.

Sponsored by Senator Ahmed 
Salau Ogembe (Kogi Central) and 
co-sponsored by Senator Ovie 
Omo-Agege (Delta Central), the 
bill is titled, “The Compulsory 
Haemoglobin-Genotype Screen-
ing Test” Bill. According to the 
bill’s sponsors, its objectives are 
threefold; to establish a clear leg-
islative framework for effective 
management of sickle cell dis-
ease; to avoid human anxieties, 
pains and deaths associated with 
the disease and; to improve the 
lives of citizens who live with it.

Sickle–Cell Disease (SCD) is 
a genetic disorder that affects 
the haemoglobin within the red 
blood cells. It causes recurrent 
pains and complications that 
interfere with many aspects of a 
patient’s life including education, 
employment and psychological 
development. It is a life-long 
illness, meaning that a person 
with SCD will likely suffer its 
complications and recurrent pain 
for life. These effects are more 
manifest and often more severe 
when the condition is not prop-
erly managed.

Research has shown that only 

150 benefit from Taiwo Afolabi free healthcare outreach

5% of children born with SCD 
live past the age of 10 in Nigeria. 
In parts of the world where care 
is available for the condition, 
such as the United States, the 
life expectancy of a person with 
SCD is 40 – 60 years. This was 
not always the case. For instance, 
in 1973, the life expectancy of 
a SCD patient in the US was 14 
years. What seems to have made 
the difference in that system is 
legislation making genotype test-
ing compulsory, as well as SCD 
management programmes.

Senator Ogembe pointed out 
at the second reading of the bill 
that, “Every State in the U.S.A and 
the District of Columbia require 
that every baby is tested for SCD 
as part of their new-born screen-
ing program. Ghana and Togo 
also have screening programs for 
new-born babies.”

He said the heart of the bill 
was to address the prevalence 
of SCD in Nigeria. “This Bill is 
a direct response to Sickle Cell 
Disease, a disease that is no re-
specter of status and position,” 
he said, adding, “When it comes 
into a poor home, it worsens their 
plight; and when it comes into a 
rich home, aside from depleting 
their wealth, it wrecks emotional 

Over 150 traders at the popu-
lar Gbagi market in Ibadan 
have enjoyed free medical 

and dental care at the community 
health outreach sponsored by SI-
FAX Group in the market.

Taiwo Afolabi Community 
Dental Outreach, which is or-
ganised by the University Of 
Ibadan Association Of Dental 
Students, is a free medical 
mission targeted at rural com-

havoc. If we achieve more effec-
tive management of SCD by this 
Bill, then we have played our role 
well as our people’s representa-
tives.

He noted that Anambra in 
2002 enacted a law mandating 
intending couples to undergo 
SCD testing before marriage, but 
pointed out that there is no uni-
form law on Sickle Cell Disease in 
Nigeria. “This bill fills that lacuna,” 
he said.

The Jephthah Ohiomokhare 
Sickle Cell Foundation in Abu-
ja has partnered with Tamara 
Ahmed Ogembe, wife of Senator 
Ahmed Ogembe, to raise aware-
ness about SCD, and about the 
Bill. 

The Foundation was co-found-
ed by Emmanuel and Senami 
Ohiomokhare, in memory of 
their first son Jephthah, who was 
a Sickle Cell Warrior. Jephthah 
Ohiomokhare passed away this 
year, at the age of 15. The Founda-
tion and Ogembe are currently 
advocating for young people to 
be knowledgeable about their 
genotype under the campaign 
#WhatsYourType?

Senami Ohiomokhare said the 
Genotype Test Bill is important 
because “it is big on prevention, 

munities in Oyo State.
Taiwo Afolabi, Group ex-

ecutive vice chairman, SIFAX 
Group, who was represented 
by Olumuyiwa Akande, Cor-
porate Affairs Manager, speak-
ing at the occasion said the 
sponsorship of the programme 
was part of the humanitarian 
gestures of the company,

“The SIFAX Group believes 
that healthy citizens translate 

least four in Abuja in secondary 
and tertiary health institutions.”

Ogembe and Omi-Agege’s 
Bill has 6 sections. Sections One 
and Two are on citations and 
requirements for SCD Testing for 
intending couples and new born 
babies. Section Three lists out the 
responsibility of certain persons, 
including registrars of marriages, 
and ministers in licensed places 
of worship, to advice and counsel 
intending couples on SCD testing 
before solemnization of marriage. 
Section Four is on offences and 
penalties under the Bill. Sec-
tion 5 is on the responsibility of 
some government institutions 
and professional health bodies 
to sensitize the public about SCD 
testing under the Bill. Section 6 is 
the interpretation section.

The Compulsory Haemoglo-
bin-Genotype Screening Test Bill 
is hinged on two existing laws in 
the National Assembly, namely, 
the Marriage Act and the Births, 
Deaths and so on(Compulsory 
Registration) Act.

The bill has passed the second 
reading, and is slated to go to 
public hearing after the Senators’ 
recess.

-Nigeria HealthWatch         

for the event include doctors 
and medical students from the 
University College Hospital, 
Ibadan said Afolabi 

Ayinuowo Adewale, Presi-
dent, University of Ibadan 
Dental Student Association, 
emphasized on the need for 
good oral hygiene, enjoined the 
traders to take the issue of their 
health seriously, particularly, 
their teeth.

making people go for compulsory 
testing. We have found out that 
people do tests and sometimes it 
comes out false, so the bill also 
ensures that people do their test-
ing in government owned labs, so 
that the tests can be verified. The 
bill will also enforce that children 
from birth are screened and 
registered with their genotypes 
so that government can track 
children with sickle cell disease 
and make care and management 
of SCD available early.”

She said one major concern 
not addressed by the bill comes 
from those caring for or living 
with SCD. “The bill does open up 
a lot of other issues. There are 
people already living with SCD 
and they are more concerned 
about their current care. Medi-
cal personnel only treat them 
with general knowledge, and 
sometimes they accuse them of 
abusing their pain medication 
or pretending to be in pain. Most 
doctors are not trained on sickle 
cell management. We need to en-
sure that those living with sickle 
cell disease can access the special-
ist care they need. This is where 
hematologists come in. Right 
now in Abuja we only have one 
hematologist. We should have at 

to a healthy nation”.
He added that the initia-

tive is to leverage opportunity 
to  communities where free 
services is enjoyed by the ben-
eficiaries include blood sugar 
level test, blood pressure test, 
body mass index test, dental 
check-up and treatment.

Free toothpaste and tooth-
brushes were also distributed. 
Medical personnel deployed 

The genotype test bill: An attempt to 
curb sickle cell disease in Nigeria?    

“The use of fluoride toothpaste 
and medium-texture toothbrush 
would help them in maintaining 
a healthy oral hygiene”.

He further lauded SIFAX 
Group for supporting and mak-
ing the programme a reality, he 
also charged other corporate 
organizations to emulate the 
company by partnering with it 
to take the rural health mission 
to other communities.
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Boska provides free healthcare for traders in Agbara  

The Pain Free Day Dexa-
Meca ongoing nation-
wide health initiative, 

through which residents of 
rural communities are given 
free comprehensive medical at-
tention to help consumers stay 
fit, was held on August 16, 2017.

The programme, which was 
launched at Agbara market, 
gave the opportunity for con-
sumers to meet health experts 
who provided full range of 
health services including ad-
ministration of drugs and focal 
glasses for eye correction, ear 
and nose defects.

The Pain Free Day initia-
tive was aimed at improving 
consumers’ health and raising 
awareness of the risks associ-
ated with inadequate care of 
oneself.

Tunde Ojedokun, Brand 
Executive Dexa Medica said, 
“From qualitative findings, we 

T
he Kwara State Govern-
ment says efforts are 
on top gear as neces-
sary infrastructures 
have been put in place 

to fight against Lassa infection 
in the state, assuring the general 
public that there is no cause for 
panic.

Mamood Babatunde Ajeigbe, 
the state Commissioner for In-
formation and Communications 
stated this in Ilorin the state 
capital, while briefing journalists 
on the outcome of the council 
meeting held after discovery of 
the second case of Lassa Fever.

According to Ajeigbe, his Ex-
cellency, Governor Abdulfatah 
Ahmed has approved support 
and procurement of protecting 
equipments and other medical 
supplies for effective and effi-
cient care.

“With the confirmation of 
a case of Lassa fever in part of 
Kwara,  the state government is 
committed and proactive in tack-
ling the menace.   Government 
has sent eight samples taken 
from the family of the boy for 
test and one of the samples who 
happens to be the father of the 
victim incidentally confirmed 
with Lassa fever, making it two 
cases.

“The Director of Public health 
of the Ministry of Health in on top 
of the situation and the govern-
ment has put in place necessary 
infrastructures in General Hos-
pital Omu-Aran, General Hospi-

Kwara Government intensify effort to tackle Lassa 
fever as it records 2 cases of infection

tal Oke-Ode as isolation centres 
and General Hospital Ajase and 
Primary Health Care Centre in 
Babanla as treatment centres. 
Those in isolation are immediate 
family of the boy and are awaiting 
confirmation,” said Ajeigbe.

Speaking further, the Informa-
tion Commissioner noted that 
‘Lassa Fever is treatable’ but the 
key thing is the ability to reach 
out to people. “Regarding the 

SUNDAYBD 46 C002D5556 Sunday 27 August 2017

treatment of Lassa fever, we are 
doing advocacy to sensitise people 
on how to prevent themselves in 
terms of improved hygiene and 
avoid things that can spread the 
disease.”

Meanwhile, the State Commis-
sioner for Health, Atolagbe Alege 
had on Friday announced the 
discovery at press conference in 
his office.

Alege said out of the five sam-

ples taken to virology unit re-
search centre at Lagos University 
Teaching Hospital (LUTH), one was 
confirmed positive case of Lassa 
fever.

The Commissioner said sample 
was taken from Babanla primary 
Health Care Centre in Ifelodun 
Local Government Area of the 
State where a 10 year old boy was 
confirmed positive for Lassa fever.

Alege, who said that the infor-

mation had been promptly com-
municated to National Centre for 
Diseases Control which is working 
with the state to nip the disease in 
the bud, appealed to members of 
Babanla community not to panic 
as the government is on the alert 
to prevent any outbreak. Just as 
he urged residents of the state to 
take personal hygiene seriously 
and keep their environment tidy 
at all times.

observed that consumers need 
to be aware of how to take care 
of themselves, and to know 
that Boska brand is available 
to help them stay fit during this 
harsh economic period”.

However, we observed that 
seventy per cent of consum-
ers often catch the flu during 
rainy season resulting in body 
breakdown if not attended to.

“ I am confident that Dexa 

Medica will continue to im-
prove the delivery of quality 
health care for consumers in 
the months ahead.

“Hence the strong reason for 
an initiative like this in rainy 

season to help consumers stay 
fit while saving up to meet up 
with other areas of needs.

“DexaMedica has a strong 
track record of developing su-
perior quality drugs that have 
helped consumers measurably 
improve their health.

“This Pain Free Day edition 
is specially designed to keep 
consumers fit as they go about 
their domestic and work activi-
ties,” said Ojedokun.

He further said that Boska 
team provided the opportunity 
for consumers to see health ex-
perts who provided full range 
of health services for free. This 
includes free eye glasses for 
those in need as well as pre-
scribed drugs to treat eye, ear 
and nose defects.

Besides rendering free 
health services, Boska team 
also leveraged the opportunity 
to educate consumers on how 
to live stress-free while at their 
various duties, he added

Dexa medica team offering free health services as well as free eye glasses to Agbara residents recently
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E
urope’s top clubs 
l e a r n e d  t h e i r 
Champions League 
fate in Monaco on 
Thursday, August 

24th, where the group draws 
for the 2017-18 competition 
was taken place.

Real Madrid, coming off a 
second straight Champions 
League triumph, faces a dif-
ficult road from the start, 
drawing Borussia Dortmund 
and Premier League side Tot-
tenham in its group.

Barcelona and Juventus 
will renew acquaintances 
again in Group D, while Bay-
ern Munich and PSG will go 
head-to-head in group play 
as well.

The 32 teams have been 
split into eight groups of four, 
with the opening stage com-
mencing on September 12 
and 13. From there, the top 
two finishers advance to 
the knockout stage, where 

In a bid to promote bonding 
among corporate organiza-
tions and encourage good and 

healthy living for more productiv-
ity at workplace, the 3rd edition of 
the Remita Corporate Champions 
Cup, otherwise known as RC3, 
returns with more excitement and 
energy. The tourney, regarded as 
the most prestigious league of all 
corporate football competitions 
in Nigeria, is coming to its climax 
today Sunday 27th of August 
2017, as the debutant VConnect 
takes on the super IHS at the 
Sports Pavilion of Yaba College of 
Technology (YabaTech).

On a trophy tour on Thursday, 
the two teams expressed their 
determination to win the tourna-
ment promising to bring their best 
games to the pitch in contest for 
the trophy. The VConnect team 
that has made it so far to the sur-
prise of the world expressed their 
determination for the trophy as 
the management promised that 
the whole company will be at the 
final to drum support for the team. 
IHS is not less prepared as the 
same promised was made.

To add spice to the day, the 
Peter Rufia Challenge, which is 
a novelty penalty shootout chal-

ANTHONY NLEBEM & 
HEZRON ATUNDE

UCL group stage draw revealed

Remita Corporate Champions Cup reaches amazing finals

…As Mourinho wary of dangerous draw

…as wild card VConnect battles determined IHS for the prestigious trophy
…Peter Rufia challenges four executives to penalty shootouts

two-legged ties are carried 
out until the one-off final in 
Ukraine’s capital city of Kiev 
on May 26, 2018.

Manchester United Boss, 

lenge in which two executives 
form the two finalist companies 
will take penalty shoots against 
the one-time goalie of the Super 
Eagles and tournament ambas-
sador, Peter Rufai in the half time.

Football lovers all over Nigeria 
have partaken in one of the most 
thrilling sporting experiences 
ever in the country’s corporate 
life. “SystemSpecs is pleased to be 
associated with this competition 
which encourages professionals 
in the corporate world to main-
tain the all-important balance 
between work and life,” said John 
Obaro, Managing Director of 
SystemSpecs. “This is particularly 
because, as an organisation, we 
know it is vital to the continued 
progress of our country,” Obaro 
added.

Speaking on expectations from 
the finals, one-time goalie of the 
Super Eagles and tournament 
ambassador, Peter Rufai, noted “I 
wish the two teams all the best.” 
With reference to the executives 
in the Peter Rufia Challenge he 
said “I hope to see you at my chal-
lenge but don’t forget the saying 
that says the older the wine the 
better the taste”

“Nigerians across the length 
and breadth of this nation should 
expect nothing short of football at 
its best from the corporate teams,” 
Dodo Mayana continued.

Jose Mourinho believes Ben-
fica, Basel and CSKA Moscow 
pose a tough challenge for 
Manchester United in the 
Champions League.

“As always, this edition of 
RC3 would provide a competi-
tive yet friendly platform for 
professionals, their families and 
brands across various sectors of 
the economy to bond,” said Jimmy 
Sogbesan, Chief Operating Officer 
of MediaVision, organiser of the 
corporate soccer fest.

Players, supporters and spec-
tators of various teams would 

Manchester United face a 
tough return to the Champi-
ons League this season after 
being drawn with Benfica, 
Basel and CSKA Moscow, 
according to Jose Mourinho.

United’s Europa League 
triumph in Stockholm in 
June secured their path to the 
group phase of Europe’s elite 
club competition for the first 
time since 2015.

The early Premier League 
pacesetters were placed in 
Group A during Thursday’s 
draw for this season’s compe-
tition, and Mourinho expects 
a difficult test to finish in the 
top two.

“I think it’s a dangerous 
group,” he told a media con-
ference ahead of Saturday’s 
league clash with Leicester 
City.

“If you go to the recent 
history of United, United lost 
against Basel, United couldn’t 
beat Benfica in two matches, I 
think also against CSKA Mos-
cow the last time was 0-0 or 

1-0 or something.
“I know the three places, I 

never played against Benfica 
in the Champions League but 
of course, I know the dimen-
sion and the quality.

“I  playe d a few times 
against CSKA, I played against 
Basel too, I know the places. 
It’s not going to be easy.”

Also at the event, UEFA 
handed out awards for its 
Women’s (Lieke Martens - 
Barcelona, Netherlands) and 
Men’s players of the year 
(Cristiano Ronaldo - Real 
Madrid, Portugal) in addition 
to its best players of the UCL 
season (Goalkeeper of the 
Season: Juventus’s Gianlu-
igi Buffon; Defender of the 
Season: Real Madrid’s Sergio 
Ramos; Midfielder of the sea-
son: Real Madrid’s Luka Mo-
dric; Forward of the season: 
Ronaldo) and the President’s 
Award, which went to Roma 
legend Francesco Totti in 
honor of his exemplary, one-
club career.

ANTHONY NLEBEM

L-R: Lanre Adelanwa, Team Lead, Marketing, SystemSpecs, owners of Remita; Al-Sawda Mohamad, Chief Operating Officer IHS; Alex Chinedu, 
IHS football Team Captain ;Peter Rufai, Remita Corporate Football competition Ambassador; Femi Arosanyin, Chief Commercial Officer, IHS Nigeria 
and Jimi Shogbesan, Chief Operating Officer, MediaVision during the Remita Corporate Trophy tour of IHS Nigeria, one of the finalists in Lagos

also have a closer, personal and 
no-holds-barred experience with 
the newly launched Remita Mo-
bile App at the venue. RC3 would 
therefore serve as a platform for 
SystemSpecs to connect with 
Remita’s teaming customers in the 
retail market.

Remita App enables individu-
als to easily access their account 
balances and operate their ac-

counts across all banks either 
directly or via their cards, settle 
various bills, request money, pay 
for others, split payments, manage 
their expenses, and so much more.

Lives updates on the best of 
football skills and passion dis-
played by professionals during 
the game would be accessible 
via the handle RemitaC3 on both 
Facebook and Twitter.
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Week
Quotes of the

What is an antivirus program? - An antivirus 
program is designed to protect your computer 
from possible virus infections. Since most vi-
ruses are designed to run in the background, 
most users do not know when their computer 
is infected. Virus protection programs serve to 
search for, detect, and remove these viruses. 
Antivirus programs must be kept up-to-date in 
order for them to be able to detect new viruses. 
So, downloading the program once and never 
getting the updates will leave you unprotected.
What is a virus? - A virus is a program that 
replicates itself. It is usually spread by attaching 
itself to other files and programs. You can get 
a virus through an e-mail attachment, floppy 
diskettes, downloads, etc. All viruses are differ-
ent. They can lay dormant for a while and then 
attack your machine or they can immediately 
begin causing problems as soon as your com-
puter is infected.

Are viruses the only thing I should worry 
about? - NO. In addition to viruses, there are a 
growing number of Trojan horse programs, some 
of which like NetBus and SubSeven BackDoor, 
allow others remote access to your computer. 
Spyware and Adware can also violate your 
privacy and damage your computer.

Blogs
From the 

“I have come to strongly believe that we cannot 
honestly and sincerely continue in this wise, as 
the basis of trust and confidence in our unitary 
system of government has not been able to stand 
the test of time. When the same folks today tell us 
that the “unity of Nigeria is not negotiable”, they 
are definitely not talking about the unity they 
once questioned as narrated above. I think what 
they are saying is that “our conquest of Nigeria is 
not negotiable”. Yinka Odumakin, spokesperson, 
Afenifere.

“Therefore, it is timely that the Federal Govern-
ment encourages dialogue in order to detonate the 
way that the discussion seems to be going in cer-
tain quarters. We have come to a point where it is 
acceptable to most people that, we should remain 
united as a country. The issue at stake is how we 
can have a fair and equitable country that we all 
can claim as our own.This matter has been in the 
front burner for a long time and it is about time we 
discuss it so that it does not slide beyond what we 
can control”. Okwesilieze Nwodo, former national 
chairman of the Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP).

“That of South Korean grew by 10 times but 
unfortunately, the GDP of Nigeria of 180 million 
people grew from N143 billion to N430 billion. 
Local goods and services as a matter of urgency 
must become household names. President Buhari 
has directed that 40 per cent of Federal agencies’ 
procurement must be locally purchased. What 
the country needs is the facilitation of home made 
goods and foods as this could take the economy 
to next destination.’’ Okezie Ikepeazu, Governor 
of Abia State. 

Numbers
$2m
The Governor of Abia, Dr Okezie Ikepeazu, has 
condemned the importation and consumption 
of two million dollars worth of imported rice on 
daily basis by Nigerians.

N167bn
The Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) market capi-
talisation on Thursday shed N167 billion in spite 
of interim dividends declared by some banks for 
the first six months ended June 30, 2017.

W
h e n  S o u t h  A f r i c a n 
university students took 
to the streets in 2016 as 
part of the “Fees Must 
Fall” protest movement, 

the “decolonization of the curriculum” was 
among the movement’s chief concerns. It was 
a pivotal moment in South Africa’s history, 
as young people rose to demand quality and 
accessible education. But a crucial question 
was missing from the debate over fees and 
curricular relevance: how can changes to 
higher education empower Africa’s youth to 
drive the continent’s economic transformation?

For Africa, the question is no longer “if” 
students are taught, but “what.” Unfortunately, 
while access to education has improved 
significantly in recent decades, school curricula 
have changed little since the colonial era, when 
secondary education was an elite privilege 
designed to advance the careers of a select few. 
Technical and vocational education and training 
(TVET) programs have also suffered from neglect. 
Today, these initiatives are marked by outdated 
courses and rote learning methods that fail to 
prepare young people for the demands of the 
twenty-first-century job market.

The trouble goes beyond traditional 
components of the curriculum, like math, 
science, and language. There is also a deficiency 
in critical “soft” skills, such as communication, 
teamwork, and problem solving. Though 
neglected, it is these skills that enable young 
people to become adaptable, lifelong learners. 
The mastery of soft skills correlates to improved 
outcomes in school, work, and life. Yet, until 
recently, training in soft skills has not been 
integrated into formal education systems on 
the continent.

Fortunately, that is changing. Across the 
continent, secondary schools and TVET 

a similar program in Senegal later this year.
Case studies from Skills at Scale highlight 

six components to a successful skills-training 
initiative. These include an enabling policy 
environment, in which the government is 
supportive and sets clear goals for education 
sector reform; vocal backing for these 
changes from strong political champions; 
wide stakeholder engagement, especially 
in the design and implementation phases of 
the reform; decentralization of authority for 
education; flexibility on the part of donors; 
and the ability to measure the changes’ impact 
on youth employment and entrepreneurship.

Change is not without challenge. Adapting 
models of skills training to vastly different 
education systems across Africa will take time. 
It will also be difficult to ensure that intensive 
training models reach all young people, 
including those no longer in school. Experience 
in Rwanda shows that curriculum redesign 
requires close cooperation with education and 
workforce development authorities, as well 
as government officials, teachers, and school 
administrators. New curriculum content also 
requires developing new teaching and learning 
materials.

Achieving scale also requires a markedly 
different approach to training teachers than 
is currently on offer in most African school 
systems. Trainings must go beyond traditional, 
one-off approaches, by providing ongoing 
teacher support. New pedagogies also require 
continual supervision and practice, especially 
early on. The old “cascade” model of teacher 
training simply won’t work.

African governments, with support from 
the international community, can help students’ 
transition from school to work by relying on a 
curriculum that elevates the importance of soft 
skills. If done well, these changes can ensure 
young people are positioned to drive Africa’s 
future prosperity. Africans deserve a forward-
looking education system, not one that remains 
stuck in the past. As students in South Africa 
demonstrated last year, the continent’s youth 
will settle for nothing less.

(c): Project Syndicate

systems are transforming themselves to 
prepare Africa’s young minds with the skills 
they need to make the transition from school 
to employment, and to become more engaged 
citizens.

These adjustments are coming at a critical 
time for Africa, where many countries are 
experiencing a demographic dividend of 
declining fertility rates and rising productivity. 
In particular, these changes mean more 
opportunity for young people as they prepare 
to enter the job market. But to succeed on the 
job, young people must have the skills and 
education that a modern economy requires.

At The MasterCard Foundation, where 
I manage education and learning programs, 
we’ve put together a blueprint – called Skills at 
Scale – to help African educators revitalize their 
curricula to capitalize more effectively on the 
economic potential of youth.

One of the continent’s most successful 
efforts already underway is the USAID-funded 
Akazi Kanoze Youth Livelihoods Project, 
designed by the Education Development Center 
(EDC) in Boston. Akazi Kanoze epitomizes how 
a small initiative can catalyze wider education-
sector reform, by emphasizing links to local 
employers that provide access to entry-level 
jobs, internships, and apprenticeships. The 
focus on personal development, interpersonal 
communication, and leadership training has 
ensured that students are well equipped to 
enter the labor market upon graduation.

Rwanda’s Ministry of Education has already 
moved to integrate elements of the program 
in TVETs across the country. The government 
recently integrated Akazi Kanoze’s approach 
in the national curriculum to equip secondary 
and TVET students with the soft skills they 
require to succeed. National exams in the 2018-
2019 academic year will also reflect the new 
competency-based curriculum.

Since 2009, Akazi Kanoze trainings have 
prepared more than 37,000 youth for work, 
with more than 65% of participants in the initial 
round of training employed six months after 
graduation. Based on the success of integrating 
soft skills into the curriculum in Rwanda, The 
MasterCard Foundation and EDC will launch 

Capitalizing on Africa’s 
youth dividend

KIM KERR
Kerr, a co-author of Skills at Scale, is Deputy 

Director of Education and Learning at The 
MasterCard Foundation.


