
Factsheet #4

Scientific Name:

Indigofera micrantha

A forest legume and common Krantzkloof species. Bushes flower for most of the 
year, appearing as if covered in tiny snowflakes. When planted en masse they 
have a dainty, ethereal effect. The small obovate, fern-like leaves appear “layered”. 
In the Krantzkloof NR it favours warm forest margins. Fruits appear from April to 
June and are cylindrical, red-brown pods which dry out and shoot seeds (with a 
popping sound) when they split open along the seams. A spiralling pod shell remains. 

Best propagated by seeds which germinate easily. To speed up germination soak seeds in warm 
water and leave overnight. Sow in autumn or spring, in a well-drained, light soil mix. Be sure to only 
cover lightly. Only transplant seedlings when they are strong enough and not before the first pair of 
true leaves have emerged. Young plants should be planted in semi-sun positions or protected in full-sun 
positions. Water well, especially seedlings and young plants.

How to Propagate 

For references or more information email:  info@kloofconservancy.org.za 

A slow growing plant, reaching up to 1.5 m. It should be planted were it can be regularly seen and 
appreciated, and can be given its own feature space as it will not outgrow it. Flowering starts after the 
first year. Trimming/shaping is rarely necessary, but if needed it is best to do it late winter.

Maintenance Tips

Well-drained, neutral pH soil with plenty of compost.Soil Type
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Conservation Status

Data deficient (DD) & Least Concern (LC)

Plant Type / Size Tree form Shrub / Medium

Flowering Season WinterAutumnSummerSpring

Full Sun to semi-shadeIdeal Position

Needs additional watering in dry conditions. Water Regime
Spr AutSum Wint

Flowers attract butterflies. Several butterfly species breed on members of the genus, 
Indigofera.

Animal Interaction
/ Ecology

Sensitive to drought.

Drought Tolerance

Low HighModerate

Pot Plant Potential

Poor Good ExcellentModerate

Gardening Skill Needed

Low High ExpertModerate

Common Names:
Forest indigo (Eng), witverfbos (Afr)

Uses
Ornamental: Ideal for small gardens. A neat and pretty, shade-loving plant. The pleasing 
shape, foliage and flowers of this miniature “tree form” shrub make it a very rewarding species
to grow as an indoor pot plant.  

Potted specimens enjoy partial sun, but can get used to sunnier conditions. A drastic shift to full 
sun causes defoliation, but once the plant recovers it is hardy and sun-loving.Fun Fact

Krantzkloof in Your Garden
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