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I hope you are all keeping well, despite yet another 
period of lockdown. It does appear that we are 
winning the battle against Coronavirus and will be getting towards some 

sort of normality in the coming months. The efforts of all our Parishioners has been 
exceptional, with many groups and residents really stepping up to the mark and assisting 
those in need. 

The whole democratic process has continued virtually for this last year but HDC have been 
hit extremely hard financially, with major loss of income from car parks and One leisure plus 
an added workload from grant allocations. This all adds to the burden of financing essential 
services such as waste, housing benefits and street cleaning to name just a few. Without 
these income streams council tax within Huntingdonshire could be much higher like some of 
the neighbouring authorities.

But as your Ward Councillor and Deputy Leader of Huntingdonshire District Council I was 
pleased to see that none of our essential services were reduced over the last year and with 
very careful financial management HDC have made the decision not to raise council tax this 
year to try and ease some of the pain and financial hardship a number of parishioners are 
finding themselves in due to the Pandemic.

It is great news that finally some action is being taken on Wheatsheaf crossroads. 
Huntingdonshire District Council has approved the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
funding of up to £500,000 towards the B1040 Wheatsheaf Road/Somersham Road 
crossroad, St Ives Accident Reduction Scheme. On top of this a number Parish Councils have 
been awarded CIL monies for specific projects to support the additional growth that has 
taken place within their Parishes. 

Flooding created a major issue over the Christmas and New Year period. These affected 
hundreds of District residents as well as many of those in our area.
We are continuing to investigate the impacts of the flooding events. A Task & Finish Group 
of HDC Councillors has been established by me to explore the reasons for the range of 
flooding issues experienced in homes and businesses across the District and what measures 
are required to mitigate the occurrence and impacts of future events. 

Last April, Huntingdonshire District Council also committed an additional £20,000 to the 
Community Chest Grant Scheme funding pot to provide further financial support to local 
community organisations and projects, assisting local people in their response to the Covid-
19 pandemic.

One year on and 48 local organisations have been awarded a combined £49,071 in funding 
that has allowed projects to begin up and down the District, providing help and support to 
local communities that have been impacted by the pandemic, such as paying towards staff 



cover, replenishing stocks of PPE, improving stocks used for food parcels, providing hot 
meals for vulnerable people and purchasing supermarket vouchers for those in need. 

We have also seen the approval of further funds by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Combined Authority (CPCA) for transport study work in and around St Ives.
Previously, the A141 Huntingdon Capacity Study commenced as a joint delivery study 
(commissioned by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority) and the St 
Ives Area Transport Study (commissioned by Cambridgeshire County Council) to consider 
the capacity challenges in the area.

This year we will also see the roll out of electric charging points in all our car parks and have 
also allocated money to pursuing on street civil parking enforcement. 

As Executive Councillor for Strategic Planning I have responsibility for planning in the whole 
of the Huntingdonshire area. This village has seen several applications that have not always 
been welcome, except for those that need houses. The Planning Department has not 
functioning as effectively as it should be, and I know several outstanding issues still cause 
concern within this Parish and its Councillors. Steps have been taken to improve the service, 
new systems as well as recruiting new Officers to improve the large caseloads. It will not be 
an overnight fix.

Finally, I would like to say a big thank to all your Parish Chairman, its Councillors and the 
Clerk.
Your Parish Council has continued to stand up to the many challenges and continued to 
work as normally as it can. Nearly all the normal Parish Council activities have continued 
with only those affected by government guidelines being changed or postponed. 

As always please contact me if there is anything I can help you with over the coming year.

Warmest regards

Jon Neish

Deputy Executive Leader, Vice Chairman of the Cabinet, and Executive Councillor for 
Strategic Planning
District Ward Councillor for Holywell-cum-Needingworth


