
A brand new movie is releasing based on Madeleine 
L’Engle’s classic book, A Wrinkle in Time.  

This is one of my favorite books to share with kids, and it’s 
featured as one of my top picks for read-alouds in chapter 
15 of the brand new book, The Read-Aloud Family. 


The movie’s release offers families a wonderful opportunity 
to experience the book together and have some meaningful 
conversations about all kinds of topics. 


Follow these 3 steps:


A Wrinkle in Time is often recommended for kids age 10-14 
years, but older teens and adults will find a lot to love, as well. If you’re reading the book aloud, 
kids as young as 7 or 8 can listen in. Either read it aloud or listen to the audio book.


In the book, Meg and Charles Wallace embark on a quest through time and space to find their 
father. It’s a story of good versus evil, possibility, and coming-of-age. Smart and timeless, this 
book will likely become a family favorite.


The brand new Disney movie, A Wrinkle in Time, releases to theaters 
3/9/18, and is rated PG. (Find out more about the movie here.)


After you both read the book and watch the movie, your kids will 
enjoy pointing out what was different and what was the same. They’ll 
also likely have opinions about how characters were depicted in the 
film, and which scenes the filmmakers decided to leave out. 


If your kids are digging the sci-fi nature of A Wrinkle in Time and 
you’re feeling a bit adventurous, try a simple but fun activity like 
breaking open geodes or growing crystals.
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Ask any of the questions below to spark a conversation about A Wrinkle in Time. You can 
ask kids of all ages these questions— the answers will vary depending on your children’s age 
and maturity level.


As you talk with your kids, keep in mind that compelling questions are more important than 
compelling answers. A child who practices the art of asking questions will develop a habit of 
thinking deeply when they’re reading in the future. This is what we’re going for!


This is a conversation, not a quiz.


You can ask a single question or several of them. Asking even one will make a difference in the 
way your kids think about what they’ve read. Think of the questions as doors. Opening any one 
of these doors can lead to a wonderful, meaty discussion. So pick a door— any door— and 
see where it takes you!


Open-ended questions to ask: 
• What does Meg want most, and why can’t she have it?


• Should Charles Wallace have cooperated with the Man with Red Eyes on Camaztoz?

• Should Meg’s father have left Charles Wallace on Camazotz when Calvin and Meg became 

weak under IT’s power?


• How are Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who, and Mrs Which alike? How are they different?

• Who is the most courageous in this story? When did he/she show the most courage?

• Who is the most noble in this story? What did he/she do that was so noble?


• What does the CENTRAL Central Intelligence Building remind you of?

• Who does Aunt Beast remind you of?

• What is Meg most afraid of?


• What would you change about the way the characters travel through time and space, if you 
were writing this book?


• What surprised you most while reading A Wrinkle in Time?


• Which character most reminds you of yourself?


• What is something you don’t want to forget from A Wrinkle in Time?
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Related Reading 
Do your kids want more? These books will be a good fit for those who enjoyed 
A Wrinkle in Time:


• The other books in the Time Quintet, including A Wind in the Door, A Swiftly Tilting Planet, 
Many Waters, and An Acceptable Time. 

• Meet the Austins, the first in another series by Madeleine L’Engle


• The Sherwood Ring and The Perilous Gard, both by Elizabeth Marie Pope


• The Giver Quartet by Lois Lowry, including The Giver, Gathering Blue, The Messenger, and 
Son. (These are particularly good for teens who are intrigued by the dystopian society in A 
Wrinkle in Time, but I don’t suggest them for kids under 12.)


• Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt


• Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O’Brien


• Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat by Lynne Jones


• The Book of Three by Lloyd Alexander


I bet you’ll be surprised and delighted by the bond you’ll form with your kids and the fabulous 
conversations you’ll spark simply by reading A Wrinkle in Time as a family, watching the movie 
together, and then taking just a bit of time for conversation.


Use the hashtags #awrinkleintime and #readaloudfamily to share about your family’s Wrinkle in 
Time adventures. 
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