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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 30th September, 2015, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and L McKendrick 

and County Councillor J Chaplow 
 
45. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
An apology for absence was received from County Councillors D Bell and A Bonner. 
 
46. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest of requests for dispensations.  
 
47. CORNSAY DRAW WELL 
 
Cornsay Village Residents Association had identified the condition of the Draw Well as being a 
village priority with the Mid Durham AAP.  
 
Initial advice from the Conservation Officer at Durham County Council was that a condition survey 
should be undertaken to identify any works required. 
 
Discussions took place surrounding the ownership of the Draw Well and whether the Council was in 
a position to undertake any repairs and what the long term impacts would be in terms of maintenance 
and insurance.  
 
Resolved: That Councillor B Armstrong would discuss with the AAP Co-ordinator.  
 
48. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The North East Combined Authority had been discussing the idea of an elected mayor which 
the Government were insisting on if greater powers were to be given.  Newcastle City Council 
supported the idea, however most others were against the proposal.  

 The County Council had formed a working group to look at future office accommodation for 
the Council in Durham as plans to vacate County Hall progressed.  

 The Fire Authority’s new training centre at Bowburn was being officially opened next week.  
The headquarters were now at Belmont, fire station at Sniperley and the Bowburn training 
centre would replace that which had previously been at the headquarters at Framwellgate 
Moor.   

 
Items brought to County Councillors’ attention included: 

 A number of residents in Rowley Crescent had been having difficulties with their heating. This 
should be raised with Derwentside Homes.  

 The County Council had undertaken some work on the sewer in Willow Road, however the 
problem appeared to be worse than ever.  This leak caused particular problems in winter 
when the water would freeze on the road.  

 Hedges needed cutting and pathways were overgrown along Newhouse Road and Cliffords 
Bank.   

 The entrance to Esh Winning from Cornsay Colliery appeared overgrown and uncared for.  
Planted features were present at other entrances to the village.  This was something the 
Parish Council could consider looking at. 

 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
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49. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th June, 2015, were confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
50. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising.  
  
51. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £193.85 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for September. 
(ii) £48.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for September.  
(iii) £1,800.00 to Artis Consulting in respect of quantity surveying services. 
(iv) £360.00 to the BDO LLP in respect of audit fees. 
(v) £70.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas. 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

  
(i) 29th Jul 2015 £ 193.85 Clerk’s wages    No. 787 
(ii) 29th Jul 2015 £ 48.60 HMRC     No. 788 
(iii) 29th Jul 2015 £ 1,800.00 Artis Consulting    No. 789 
(iv) 26th Aug 2015 £ 194.05 Clerk’s wages    No. 790 
(v) 26th Aug 2015 £ 48.40 HMRC     No. 791 
(vi) 29th Jul 2015 £ 35.00 ICO     No. 792 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £40,198.42 
Barclays  £5,316.23 
Barclays (Savings) £22,095.24 
Unity Trust  £2,830.09 

 
(d) Petty Cash 

 
Details of petty cash spending were circulated.  £85.76 was required to return the petty cash 
to £100.00. 

 
52. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 CDALC - Details and papers for CDALC AGM. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  

 
53. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
54. AUDIT 2014/2015 
 
The Annual Return had been received back from BDO LLP, the external auditors.  No issues had 
been raised.  
 
Resolved: That report be noted. 
 
55. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The youth shelter had been damaged over the summer. The Police had identified those responsible 
and would be dealing with the matter through a restorative approach such as a leaflet drop and litter 
picking. 
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The company who had supplied and installed the shelter had quoted £930.00 plus VAT to undertake 
repairs, and the Council’s insurance company had accepted the claim.  
 
It had been reported at the PACT meeting that the young people fell through the roof.  This was not 
what had been reported to the Clerk and Chair over the summer.  The Chair would check with the 
Police as it was felt that the roof should be robust enough to prevent such occurrences.  
 
Resolved: That the youth shelter be repaired.  
 
56. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE  

 
The Big Lottery had formally announced in August that the application for funding had been 
successful.  This meant that all the required funding for the project had now been agreed.  
 
Before releasing any funding, however, the Lottery required a detailed report on the tender process 
used and the proposed contractor.  This was being prepared by the QS and it was hoped that it 
would be ready to be sent to the Lottery for assessment within the next few days.  
 
Additionally, there were a number of legal formalities to be deal with.  Durham County Council’s 
Legal Services Department would be acting on behalf of the Parish Council and it was hoped that 
costs would be kept to a minimum.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 

The Meeting closed at 8.05 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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