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 AIR QUALITY 

10.1 Chapter 10 of the Original ES (and technical appendix 10.1) provided a review of existing air quality 

conditions at the Site with respect to air quality standards and objectives, national planning policy 

guidance and local policies. These assessments have been reviewed considering the amendments 

to the scheme and the consultations comments received. 

10.2 The Norwich City Council Environmental Protection team reviewed the Air Quality Assessment and 

raised a number of points on which clarification or additional information was sought.  Aether Ltd 

have prepared a revised Air Quality Assessment Update (included at Appendix SEI 10.2) to address 

the points raised by the Environmental Protection Team, and to consider the amendments to the 

scheme and whether the amends would affect the finding of the Original ES in relation to Air Quality.  

10.3 The Amended Scheme proposes several mitigation measures which will discourage use of private 

cars for trips and encourage walking or cycling from the site. These measures are: 

 Introduction of ‘green walls’ along the ground floor elevation of Block A to Edward Street, in place 

of sections of blank façade. The green walls proposed on site, in combination with ground level 

planting and trees along roads, work to absorb airborne pollutants. 

 Introduction of a further roof level amenity space on Block D, and additional trees in Anglia 

Square which will increase vegetation on the Site which will absorb airborne pollutants. 

 Significant increase in number of electric vehicle charging points for the residential dwellings 

which will encourage zero carbon vehicle use. 

 Reduction of 10 residential parking spaces from maximum, to 940, which will reduce trip 

generation and thus airborne pollutants. 

 Introduction of 5 car club parking spaces in a layby on Edward Street, and 2 elsewhere nearby, 

will encourage households in and around the scheme to switch from car ownership, and thus 

reducing the reliance on car usage. 

 Introduction of generous residential service laybys along Edward Street which will encourage 

residents of the scheme to use home delivery services, and thus cut down on individual trip 

generation by car. 

 Enhancements to pavement widths on Edward Street, New Botolph Street and Pitt Street to form 

segregated pedestrian / cycle paths, linked by a wider raised crossing on Edward Street, together 
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with easier to use cycle routes through the site (with reduced deflections) which will encourage 

residents of the locality and the development to walk or cycle rather than use cars for local trips. 

10.4 The Air Quality Assessment Update concludes that the proposed mitigation and possible controls via 

planning conditions are appropriate to reduce the potential for construction and operational impacts, 

and that a satisfactory environment will be available for future residents and visitors of the proposed 

development.  

10.5 In respect of the changes to the Anglia Square proposals in the Amended Scheme, it is considered 

that these changes do not affect the findings of the Air Quality Assessment which informs Chapter 

10. Therefore, there are no changes to the conclusions of Chapter 10 of the Original ES resulting 

from the amendments to the application scheme.  

10.6 The Government has published its updated NPPF in July 2018. Whilst the new NPPF has amended 

a number of policies, it is considered that these policies do not materially change the findings of the 

original ES. However, paragraph 181 states “Planning policies and decisions should sustain and 

contribute towards compliance with relevant limit values or national objectives for pollutants, taking 

into account the presence of Air Quality Management Areas and Clean Air Zones, and the cumulative 

impacts from individual sites in local areas.  Opportunities to improve air quality or mitigate impacts 

should be identified, such as through traffic and travel management, and green infrastructure 

provision and enhancement.  So far as possible these opportunities should be considered at the 

plan-making stage, to ensure a strategic approach and limit the need for issues to be reconsidered 

when determining individual applications.  Planning decisions should ensure that any new 

development in Air Quality Management Areas and Clean Air Zones is consistent with the local air 

quality plan.” 

10.7 The Air Quality Assessment Update and Chapter 10 of the Original ES comply with the NPPF 2018. 

10.8 The conclusions of Chapter 10 of the Original ES remain valid.  
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