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This close reading and fluency resource is designed to be used with students in grades 4-8 
and provides many options for differentiation.  The resource includes 2 different reading 
nonfiction passages.  Each passage is written at 3 different reading levels (approximate 
grades 4-5, 6-7, and 7-8).

There are also 3 different Reading Response Sheets with text-dependent questions for each 
passage. Each of the 3 Reading Response Sheets are based on a specific Common Core 
Reading Domain: Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, and Integrating Knowledge and 
Ideas.  These Reading Response Sheets are also differentiated!  I have created two levels (A 
and B): Level A is based on the Common Core Standards for grades 4-5, and Level B is based 
on the Common Core Standards for grades 6-8.

In addition to the leveled passages and Reading Response Sheets, this resource also included 
a fluency component.  Each of the leveled close reading passages have been formatted 
into fluency passages that can be used with your students who struggle with reading 
expression and word recognition.  These passages afford your students the valuable practice 
of repeated readings and progress monitoring. 

Student Resources:
•Steps for Close Reading
•Annotations for Close Reading

Leveled Passages
•Leonardo da Vinci (Grades 4-5)
•Leonardo da Vinci (Grades 6-7)
•Leonardo da Vinci (Grades 7-8)
•Michelangelo (Grades 4-5)
•Michelangelo (Grades 6-7)
•Michelangelo (Grades 7-8)

Text-Dependent Questions:
•Response Page: Key Ideas and Details (Level A)
•Response Page: Key Ideas and Details (Level B)
•Response Page: Craft and Structure (Level A)
•Response Page: Craft and Structure (Level B)
•Response Page: Integrating Knowledge and Ideas (Level A)
•Response Page: Integrating Knowledge and Ideas (Level B)
(Answer keys are provided for all of the above pages.)

Fluency Passages:
•Leonardo da Vinci (Grades 4-5)
•Leonardo da Vinci (Grades 6-7)
•Leonardo da Vinci (Grades 7-8)
•Michelangelo (Grades 4-5)
•Michelangelo (Grades 6-7)
•Michelangelo (Grades 7-8)

ResouRce oveRview



connect with teacher thrive online!

sharing is caring

TERMS OF USE

Want to share my resources with 
your colleagues? Additional licenses are available at a discounted rate! 
Simply go to “My Purchases” and find the resource you would like to 
share. Then, click on the “BUY ADDITIONAL LICENSES” button.

© Copyright 2019 M. Tallman. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to copy 
pages specifically designed for student or teacher use by the original purchaser 
or licensee. This is intended to be used by one teacher unless additional licenses 
have been purchased. The reproduction of any part of this product is strictly 
prohibited. Copying any part of this product and placing it on the Internet in any 
form (even a personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden. Doing so makes it 
possible for an Internet search to make the document available on the Internet, 
free of charge, and is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

Teacher THRIVE
Helping teachers thrive in the classroom

shop

Thank you for downloading this resource! There is nothing more 
rewarding to me than creating resources that make teachers’ 
jobs easier.

Also, thank you for all that you do with our most precious 
resource—children! Your job is far from easy, so anything I can 
do to help you brings me great joy. Please feel free to email me 
anytime with questions, feedback, or comments.

Melissa Tallman
info@teacherthrive.com

mailto:info@teacherthrive.com
https://www.pinterest.com/teacherthrive
https://www.instagram.com/teacherthrive/
https://www.facebook.com/teacherthrive
https://twitter.com/teacher_thrive
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-W7Z5zGIPdDWQKRTBZyyNg
https://teacherthrive.com/shop
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STEPS FOR CLOSE READING
ONE

1
first reading: key ideas and details
Read the text to yourself, focusing on the key ideas and details.  Annotate the 
text using the “Annotations for Close Reading” page.

FOUR

4
second reading: craft and structure
Reread the text to yourself, focusing on the craft and structure of the text. How 
does the author organize the text? How is vocabulary used in the text?  What is 
the author’s point of view or purpose? Annotate the text using the “Annotations 
for Close Reading” page.

SEVEN

7
third reading: integration of knowledge and ideas
Reread the text to yourself, focusing on the integration of knowledge and ideas.  
What is claim is the author making in the text?  How does the author support 
his/her claim? How does the text connect to another piece of literature?  Do 
you have a personal experience that relates to something from the text? 
Annotate the text using the “Annotations for Close Reading” page.

TWO

2
respond: key ideas and details
Revisit the text to answer the questions on the “Key Ideas and Details” page.  
Make sure you support your answers with evidence from the text.

FIVE

5
respond: craft and structure
Revisit the text to answer the questions on the “Craft and Structure” page.  
Make sure you support your answers with evidence from the text.

EIGHT

8
respond: integration of knowledge and ideas
Revisit the text to answer the questions on the “Integration of Knowledge and 
Ideas” page.  Make sure you support your answers with evidence from the text.

THREE

3
THINK-PAIR-SHARE
Discuss your responses on the “Key Ideas and Details” page with a partner.

SIX

6
THINK-PAIR-SHARE
Discuss your responses on the “Craft and Structure” page with a partner.

NINE

9
THINK-PAIR-SHARE
Discuss your responses on the “Integration of Knowledge and Ideas” page with 
a partner.
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ANNOTATIONS FOR CLOSE READING

*

?

!

Something important

Key words or details

I don’t understand

I am surprised

I made a connection

I understand

Unfamiliar word
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ANNOTATIONS FOR CLOSE READING

*

?

!

Something important

Key words or details

I don’t understand

I am surprised

I made a connection

I understand

Unfamiliar word
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Each passage is written at three 
different reading levels.  The reading 
levels are indicated with a shape, 
rather than a grade level; this is done to 
be sensitive to students who might be 
working below grade-level.  The word 
count for each passage is located to 
the right of the grade level shape.

GRADES 4-5 GRADES 6-7 GRADES 7-8
Approximate Reading Levels:

LeveLed Passages
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 Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) was an artist, 
architect, engineer, inventor, and scientist. His loved 

to study everything, making 
him the classic Renaissance 
man. He had a great desire 
to learn, which guided his 
every thought and action. 
Da Vinci lived by his words, 
“Wisdom is the daughter of 
experience,” and he became 
one of the most influential 
geniuses in history.

  As a young boy in Italy, da 
Vinci showed an early interest and 
aptitude for art. His father got him 
an apprenticeship with a famous 
painter, Andrea del Verrocchio. 
He quickly became more skilled 
than his teacher. After his training, 
da Vinci traveled between France 
and Italy. He was soon considered 
one of the greatest artists of the 
time.  He produced several works of art.  Da Vinci is 
most known for the painting The Last Supper and the 
portrait Mona Lisa. Over 500 years later, the Mona 
Lisa remains the most recognizable and intriguing 

paintings in the world.
         Although Da Vinci 
loved painting, he was very 
aware of the connections 
between art and science. 
He had a particular interest 
in anatomy. His work 
began with studying the 
outside of the human body. 
Eventually, he began to 
dissect cadavers.  He used 
his artistic ability to carefully 

Leonardo da Vinci

Renaissance man- a person who has wide interests 
and is expert in several areas; originating from the 
Renaissance era (1300-1600 B.C.E), which is known 
for developments in art, literature, exploration, and 
science
aptitude - a natural ability to do something; readiness 
or quickness in learning
cadaver- a dead body, especially one intended for 
dissection and scientific exploration
decipher- to find the meaning of something that is 
difficult to read or understand

A page from one of
da Vinci’s notebooks

Mona Lisa
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 Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) was an artist, 
architect, engineer, inventor, and scientist. He loved 
to study everything, making him the quintessential 

Renaissance man.
He had an unquenchable 
thirst for knowledge, which 
guided his every thought 
and action. Da Vinci lived 
by his words, “Wisdom is the 
daughter of experience,” and 
he became one of the most 
influential geniuses in history.

 As a young boy in Italy, da 
Vinci showed an early interest and 
aptitude for art. His father got him 
an apprenticeship with a famous 
painter, Andrea del Verrocchio.  
Before long, he became more 
skilled than his teacher. After 
his training, da Vinci traveled 
between France and Italy, 
establishing himself as one of the 
great artists of his time.  He produced several works 
of art, and is most known for the painting The Last 
Supper and the portrait Mona Lisa. Over 500 years 
later, the Mona Lisa remains the most recognizable 

and intriguing paintings in 
the world.
        Although Da Vinci loved 
painting, he was especially 
aware of the connections 
between art and science. 
He had a particular interest 
in anatomy. His work 
began with studying the 
exterior of the human body, 
and eventually led to him 
dissecting cadavers.  He 

Leonardo da Vinci

Renaissance man- a person who has wide interests 
and is expert in several areas; originating from the 
Renaissance era (1300-1600 B.C.E), which is known 
for developments in art, literature, exploration, and 
science
aptitude - a natural ability to do something; readiness 
or quickness in learning
cadaver- a dead body, especially one intended for 
dissection and scientific exploration
decipher- to find the meaning of something that is 
difficult to read or understand

A page from one of
da Vinci’s notebooks

Mona Lisa
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 Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) was an artist, 
architect, engineer, inventor, and scientist. His studies 
had no boundaries, making him the quintessential 

Renaissance man.
He had an unquenchable 
thirst for knowledge, which 
guided his every thought 
and action. Da Vinci lived 
by his words, “Wisdom is 
the daughter of experience,” 
becoming one of the most 
influential geniuses in history.

 As a young boy in Italy, da 
Vinci showed an early interest 
and aptitude for art. His father 
got him an apprenticeship with 
a famous painter, Andrea del 
Verrocchio, and before long 
his skills exceeded those of his 
teacher. Following his training 
with del Verrocchio, da Vinci 
traveled between France and 
Italy, establishing himself as one of the great artists 
of his time.  He produced several works of art, and is 
most known for the painting The Last Supper and the 
portrait Mona Lisa. Over 500 years later, the Mona 

Lisa remains the most 
recognizable and intriguing 
paintings in the world.
         Although Da Vinci 
took great satisfaction in 
painting, he was especially 
aware of the connections 
between art and science, 
and had a particular interest 
in anatomy. His work began 
with studying the exterior 
of the human body, and 

Leonardo da Vinci

Renaissance man- a person who has wide interests 
and is expert in several areas; originating from the 
Renaissance era (1300-1600 B.C.E), which is known 
for developments in art, literature, exploration, and 
science
aptitude - a natural ability to do something; readiness 
or quickness in learning
cadaver- a dead body, especially one intended for 
dissection and scientific exploration
decipher- to find the meaning of something that is 
difficult to read or understand

A page from one of
da Vinci’s notebooks

Mona Lisa

Grade 4-5
a

Grade 6-7
a

Grade 7-8
a
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grades 4-5

a
grades 6-8

Each passage has 3 Common Core Reading Response Pages, one for each domain: 
Key Ideas and Details, Craft and Structure, and Integrating Knowledge and Ideas.

There are also 2 different levels of these Reading Response Pages. Level A was written 
based on the Common Core Standards for grades 4-5, and Level B was written based 
on the Common Core Standards for grades 6-8.

LEVEL

B
LEVEL

LeveLed ResPonding Pages
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LEONARDO DA VINCI
Name: Date:

A

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.

1 Based on information from the text, what made da Vinci a “Renaissance man”?  RI.1

2 Why are da Vinci’s notebooks important or valuable?   RI.1

4 What factors allowed da Vinci to become so successful in so many areas? RI.3

5 What effects did da Vinci’s work have on others or on the future? RI.3

3 What can you infer about da Vinci from his words, “Wisdom is the daughter of 
experience”?  RI.2 
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LEONARDO DA VINCI
Name: Date:

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
CRAFT AND STRUCTURE

A

1 Describe how you can use information from the article to determine the meaning of 
the word “anatomy” in paragraph 3.  RI.4

2 Describe how you can use information from the article to determine the meaning of 
the word “aviation” in paragraph 4.  RI.4

3 What is the primary organization of this article? Why did the author choose to follow 
this structure? Are there any secondary structures within the article?  RI.5

4 The author includes quotes from da Vinci in the article. How do these first-hand 
accounts add to or support the author’s purpose? RI.6

© Got to Teach LLC 2017 • www.GotToTeach.com

LEONARDO DA VINCI
Name: Date:

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

1 Watch this video about Leonardo da Vinci (http://bit.ly/2jcTt3h).  Compare and 
contrast how the two sources (print & digital) help you understand the topic. RI.7

2 The author states that da Vinci “was an active thinker who created artistic 
masterpieces and made important scientific discoveries.” What evidence does 
he/she provide to support this claim? RI.8

A
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LEONARDO DA VINCI
Name: Date:

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.

B

1 Why are da Vinci’s notebooks important or valuable?   RI.1

2 Find a generalization that the author makes in the article. How does he/she support 
this broad statement?  RI.1

4 Using evidence from the text, explain da Vinci’s analogy, “Wisdom is the daughter of 
experience”. What is the literal relationship between wisdom and experience? RI.3

3 What is a central idea from the text and how does the author develop the idea in the 
article? RI.2 

5 The author states that da Vinci was interested in the “connection between art and 
science”. Using information from the text, explain this connection. RI.3

© Got to Teach LLC 2017 • www.GotToTeach.com

LEONARDO DA VINCI
Name: Date:

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
CRAFT AND STRUCTURE

B

1 Choose an unfamiliar word from the text and explain how you can use context clues 
to determine its meaning.  RI.4

2 What is the primary organization of this article? Why did the author choose to follow 
this structure? Are there any secondary structures within the article? RI.5

3 Reread the first sentence of paragraph 3.  What is its purpose/function in the article? 
RI.5

4 Does the author include any conflicting evidence or viewpoints in the article? RI.6
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LEONARDO DA VINCI
Name: Date:

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

1 Watch this video about Leonardo da Vinci (http://bit.ly/2jcTt3h).  Compare and 
contrast how the two mediums (article & video) impacted your understanding of 
the topic. Are there advantages or disadvantages to these two mediums? RI.8

2 The author states that da Vinci “was an active thinker who created artistic 
masterpieces and made important scientific discoveries.” What evidence does 
he/she provide to support this claim?  RI.8

B
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answeR Keys
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LEONARDO DA VINCI
Name: Date:

A

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS
Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.

1 Based on information from the text, what made da Vinci a “Renaissance man”?  RI.1

Da Vinci had several interests and was very skilled at many things.  He was an artist who 

painted works of art such as the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper. He was interested in 

science, particularly anatomy. He was also an inventor, designing things such as the airscrew 

and his flying machine.   

2 Why are da Vinci’s notebooks important or valuable?   RI.1

Because they contain his ideas, thoughts, discoveries, and designs, the notebooks allow people 

today to understand how much of a genius da Vinci was and how his mind worked. Many of his 

anatomical drawings became the basis of future scientific illustrations, and some of his designs 

may have been further developed into present-day inventions.  

4 What factors allowed da Vinci to become so successful in so many areas? RI.3
Da Vinci was very intelligent and had an “aptitude” for art, which allowed him great success.  

However, he was also a hard-worker.  You can see from all of his accomplishments that he 

dedicated a lot of time to doing the best he could. He also said, “Knowing is not enough; we 

must apply. Being willing is not enough; we must do.” 

5 What effects did da Vinci’s work have on others or on the future? RI.3
His painting, The Mona Lisa, continues to intrigue people today. His dissections of human 

cadavers allowed for discovery of the human body, and the sketches he made of the cadavers 

“became the basis for modern scientific illustrations.” His design for the helical airscrew may 

have influenced the invention of the modern-day helicopter.  

3 What can you infer about da Vinci from his words, “Wisdom is the daughter of 
experience”?  RI.2 
Da Vinci believed that in order to learn, you must experience things and take action.  He 

clearly followed this belief as he pursued so many different interests.  He gained wisdom from 

painting, science, anatomy, and invention.  Da Vinci had an active mind that he put to good 

use by creating works of art, making scientific discoveries, and inventing things.

Possible Answers
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LEONARDO DA VINCI
Name: Date:

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
CRAFT AND STRUCTURE

A

1 Describe how you can use information from the article to determine the meaning of 
the word “anatomy” in paragraph 3.  RI.4

The text says that he studied the exterior/outside of the human body and that he also 

dissected cadavers, so I can infer that anatomy might mean the study of the human body’s 

structure or how it works. The picture of his journal also supports my inference, as it shows 

the muscles and bones of various body parts.

2 Describe how you can use information from the article to determine the meaning of 
the word “aviation” in paragraph 4.  RI.4

The text surrounding this word provides information on da Vinci’s helical airscrew, which is 

connected to the design of the helicopter. The text also mentions his flying machine.  These 

context clues lead me to believe that aviation has to do with flying, or building aircrafts that 

are capable of flying.

3 What is the primary organization of this article? Why did the author choose to follow 
this structure? Are there any secondary structures within the article?  RI.5

This article is primarily organized chronologically.  This structure best fits the genre of the 

article, which is a biography.  Since the article follows the life and accomplishments of da 

Vinci, it makes sense for author to present the information in chronological order. 

Secondary structures, such as cause-and-effect, are included when the author outlines the 

influence that da Vinci’s work had on others. Problem-solution structure is present when the 

author writes about why da Vinci may have used mirror writing.  

4 The author includes quotes from da Vinci in the article. How do these first-hand 
accounts add to or support the author’s purpose? RI.6

Da Vinci’s words allow me to get a sense of what was important to him, which was hard work. 

He valued experiencing things and getting things done, and these quotes clearly communicate 

that.  The author states that da Vinci was not just an intelligent person, but that he acted 

on his ideas.

Possible Answers

© Got to Teach LLC 2017 • www.GotToTeach.com

LEONARDO DA VINCI
Name: Date:

Remember to cite evidence from the text to support your responses below.
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

1 Watch this video about Leonardo da Vinci (http://bit.ly/2jcTt3h).  Compare and 
contrast how the two sources (print & digital) help you understand the topic. RI.7

2 The author states that da Vinci “was an active thinker who created artistic 
masterpieces and made important scientific discoveries.” What evidence does 
he/she provide to support this claim? RI.8

A

The video completely focused on da Vinci’s work as a scientist, and not as an artist, which is 

what he is mostly known for. The video went into depth about his study of aviation, while the 

article only briefly mentions it.  Like the article, the video does explain his work with 

anatomy, but in much more detail.  The video seems to emphasize how ahead of his time da 

Vinci’s discoveries were.  The article includes information about his art and picture of the 

Mona Lisa, which is he most famous for. Both mediums indicate that da Vinci was a firm 

believer in “experiencing” things and experimenting. The video has the advantage of 

presenting a lot of information in a short period of time. However, the information is 

presented quickly so you can’t go at your own pace, like you can with reading text.

The author supports this claim by providing quotes from da Vinci about how taking action is 

important for learning: “Wisdom is the daughter of experience.” and “Knowing is not enough; 

we must apply. Being willing is not enough; we must do.” The author also mentions many of da 

Vinci’s accomplishments: Mona Lisa, The Last Supper, his scientific discovery of the human 

body, his inventions and engineering designs.  He/she supports the claim that da Vinci’s work 

was important with the fact that people are still captivated by the Mona Lisa and his 

anatomy sketches were helpful for future scientific illustrations.  

Possible Answers

PR
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IEW



© Got to Teach LLC 2015 • www.GotToTeach.com

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50
55
60
65
70
75
80
85
90
95

100
105
110
115
120
125
130
135
140
145
150
155
160
165
170
175
180
185
190
195
200
205
210
215
220

Passage
Date

© Got to Teach LLC 2016 • www.GotToTeach.com

FLUENCEYPROGRESS CHART

Name:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Student’s Name (Sample)

Franklin Delano Roosevelt
The Great Depression

Poliomyelitis

1/8 1/15 1/23

FLuency Passages
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Fluency: Teacher’s Notes

Student’s Name:

words read:
- errors:

= cold score:D
a

te
: words read:

- errors:
= hot score:D

a
te

:

OBSERVATIONS 

TRACKING
   Finger Pointing
   Line by Line (index card)
   No Tracking
VOICE
   Strong Accent (EL)
   Monotone
   Expressive
   Speech Concern
   Loud/Quiet
PACING
   Sounding Out
   Word Calling
   Chunking
   Attends to Punctuation   Yes/No

Teacher Notes:

Grade

3

4

5

%tile FALL
WMP

Winter
WMP

Spring
WMP90

75
50
25
10
90
75
50
25
10
90
75
50
25
10

128
99
71
44
21

145
119
94
68
45

166
139
110
85
61

146
120
92
62
36

166
139
112
87
61

182
156
127
99
74

162
137
107
78
48

180
152
123
98
72

194
168
139
109
83

Grade

6

7

8

%tile FALL
WMP

Winter
WMP

Spring
WMP90

75
50
25
10
90
75
50
25
10
90
75
50
25
10

177
153
127
98
68

180
156
128
102
79

185
161
133
106
77

195
167
140
111
82

192
165
136
109
88

199
173
146
115
84

202
177
150
122
93

204
177
150
123
98

204
177
151
124
99

%
TI

LE
- 

Pe
rc

e
n

til
e

 •
 W

M
P-

 W
o

rd
s 

Pe
r M

in
u

te

The GreaT Depression

Imagine a time in America when a dozen eggs cost less than $0.30, and filling your gas tank cost around $0.75. Your dream home on a farm was only $4,200. These are the actual expenses during the 1930s.  Yet even with such low prices, this era saw more hungry and homeless people ever in the nation’s history.  Millions of people were unemployed and the fortunate few who did work earned around $2-3 a day. This period in American History is known as the Great Depression, and it was the worst economic disaster the country had ever seen.Several factors led to the terrible collapse that caused The Great Depression.  The previous years, known as the “Roaring Twenties”, were a time of amazing economic growth.   The stock market was booming and many Americans were hoping to get rich by investing money into rapidly rising stocks.  Initially, all of the investors profited; however, this success was based on a flawed banking system.  Banks and brokers lent money to almost anyone for stock market speculation.  Everyone was confident that stock prices would only continue to rise.  Some people even stole money to invest, assuming they would easily repay the “loan” when the stock values increased.In 1929 signs of trouble appeared, and it became clear that this massive economic growth couldn’t continue.  Consumer spending decreased, the nation’s unemployment rate rose, and many stocks were restructured.  The stock market dipped significantly, yet most people denied any possible problems and remained positive about their money.  Some bankers and brokers even tried to control the market in order to make stocks appear profitable to investors.  Their “Black Tuesday”, the market crashed as people rushed to the banks to pull their money out of the stocks and out of the banks. America was sent into downward spiral that would take ten years to recover from. The stock market crash caused an almost instant change in America.  The crash financially destroyed so many people that even those who never 
their jobs.  Many wealthy people of the 1920s lived in poverty during the 1930s.  Citizens looked to the government for help.  However, even the government was strained and overwhelmed by the disaster.In 1932, America elected Franklin Delano Roosevelt for president.  He promised to heal the economy with The New Deal, which was several programs designed to end hunger and unemployment.  While many of The New Deal policies were successful, the Great Depression continued until the beginning of World War II.  During this time, war-related industry and manufacturing increased, and Americans united to help win the war.  
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 Imagine a time in America when a dozen eggs cost less than $0.30, and 

filling your gas tank cost around $0.75. Your dream home on a farm was only 

$4,200. These are the actual expenses during the 1930s.  Yet even with such 

low prices, this era saw more hungry and homeless people ever in the nation’s 

history.  Millions of people were unemployed and the fortunate few who did work 

earned around $2-3 a day. This period in American History is known as the Great 

Depression, and it was the worst economic disaster the country had ever seen.

 Several factors led to the terrible collapse that caused The Great 

Depression.  The previous years, known as the “Roaring Twenties”, were a time 

of amazing economic growth.   The stock market was booming and many 

Americans were hoping to get rich by investing money into rapidly rising stocks.  

Initially, all of the investors profited; however, this success was based on a 

flawed banking system.  Banks and brokers lent money to almost anyone for 

stock market speculation.  Everyone was confident that stock prices would only 

continue to rise.  Some people even stole money to invest, assuming they would 

easily repay the “loan” when the stock values increased.

 In 1929 signs of trouble appeared, and it became clear that this massive 

economic growth couldn’t continue.  Consumer spending decreased, the 

nation’s unemployment rate rose, and many stocks were restructured.  The stock 

market dipped significantly, yet most people denied any possible problems and 

remained positive about their money.  Some bankers and brokers even tried to 

control the market in order to make stocks appear profitable to investors.  Their 

efforts were pointless, and on October 29, 1929, the day that is now known as 

“Black Tuesday”, the market crashed as people rushed to the banks to pull their 

money out of the stocks and out of the banks. America was sent into downward 

spiral that would take ten years to recover from.

  The stock market crash caused an almost instant change in America.  

The crash financially destroyed so many people that even those who never 

invested in stocks were affected.  Banks and businesses closed, and millions lost 

their jobs.  Many wealthy people of the 1920s lived in poverty during the 1930s.  

Citizens looked to the government for help.  However, even the government was 

strained and overwhelmed by the disaster.

 In 1932, America elected Franklin Delano Roosevelt for president.  He 

promised to heal the economy with The New Deal, which was several programs 

designed to end hunger and unemployment.  While many of The New Deal 

policies were successful, the Great Depression continued until the beginning 

of World War II.  During this time, war-related industry and manufacturing 

increased, and Americans united to help win the war.  
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The GreaT Depression

Each leveled passage is formated for fluency practice! 

© Got to Teach LLC 2016 • www.GotToTeach.com

FLUENCY SYMBOLS AND NOTATIONS

READING BEHAVIOR MARKING CONVENTION EXAMPLE

Substitution (one error 

unless self-corrected. 

Record one error 

regardless of number of 

incorrect attempts)

Write each attempted 

word above the actual 

word.

She realized it was...really

R - one repetition

R2 - two repetitions

R3 - three repetitions

She realized it was...

Repetition of one word 

(no error)

R

Write SC after the error to 

indicate error was 

corrected.

Several factions formed...

Self-correction (no error)

factors/SC

Write T above the word if 

you need to tell the child 

the word after 5-10 

seconds.

It is an impossible feat...

Intervention- unable to 

read a word (one error)

T

Write TA if you need to 

prompt student to “try 

again”. Use brackets 

around the text the 

student needed help with.

It is an impossible feat...

Intervention- student 

confused and unwilling 

to try again (one error)

TA
[                       ]

Draw a line the word. The hard worker...

Omission (one error)

Use an R with a line and 

arrow indicating the 

phrase that was repeated.

Many people saw it...

Repetition of phrase 

(no error)

R

Use a ^ at point of 

insertion with inserted 

word above it.

The bear followed...

Insertion (one error)

baby
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