
The End of the World: A Study in the Book of Revelation 
Chapters 2-3 The Church Age

Highlights of Revelation Chapters 2 and 3 (The Church Age)
John wrote to the churches at a time when the entire church, the body of Christ was growing very 
quickly. Along with that growth came much persecution from governments and individuals. In the midst 
of persecution, believers remembered the words spoken by an angel in 
Acts 1:11(KJV)Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

• There was a desire to know more about Jesus’ return. Paul addressed this desire in

 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14(KJV)13But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 

which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  14For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

• Jesus believed it necessary to inform believers about His return, and He does so in Revelation.
• Chs 2-3 Contain Seven letters to the churches in the Roman province of Asia. (Turkey)
• Ephesus. Lost first love - became religious rather than anointed.
• Smyrna. Trials and poverty - negative confessions.
• Pergamos. Located in very evil area, permitted false teachings.
• Thyatira. false prophetess Jezebel allowed a place in the church.
• Sardis.  Spiritually dead.
• Philadelphia. Source was the Word. Very successful.
• Laodicea. Lukewarm - extremely materialistic - prosperous, but not spiritual.

1 Timothy 6:6 (KJV)But godliness with contentment is great gain. (Jesus never forsakes the Churches)
11. Common statements in all the letters to the churches

• Hear what the Holy Spirit says.
• Word concerning overcomers.

III. Things common to all seven letters.
• Letter placed in the care of the Angel of the Church. (Angelic Messenger)
• Description of Jesus.
• Things commendable.
• Things which displease Jesus.
• How to correct displeasures.
• Consequences if repentance not forthcoming.
• Word to overcomers.
• Emphasis on hearing what the Spirit says.
• Highlights of the Seven Churches
• Christ's messages to the churches were given first, separately to the seven churches; second, to all 

churches; and third, to individuals. Christ is the Head of the New Testament Church; the Believers 
are the Body.

• The meaning of the names of the seven churches:
• Ephesus, "first love." This church loses its first love for Jesus.
• Smyrna, "a bruised flower of fragrance." It is crushed, persecuted, or injured.
• Pergamos, "a sad marriage." The Believers keep non-believers in the church. This fifty-fifty 

situation is a compromise.
• Thyatira, "church of the false prophetess." It permits Jezebel to attend.
• Sardis, "remnant." A few good things remain in this dying church.
• Philadelphia, "preserved." Jesus Himself says He will keep this church from the time of 

temptation to come upon this world (by the Rapture!)
• Laodicaea ” lukewarm." Self-satisfied, comfortable, country-club type of modern-day church.
• Some attempt to associate theses churches with a particular time in church history (church age of 



Sardis, church age of Laodicaea etc. ) They say we are now in the age of Laodicaea. If so, we must 
go backwards in time and become the church of Philadelphia again before Jesus comes

Ephesians 5:25-27 (KJV) 25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 

himself for it; 26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27  That 
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish.
 Each message to the churches contains:

• The location of the church.
• A word picture of Jesus.
• A commendation.
• A conviction.
• An exhortation.
• A promise to the overcomer.
• A call to listen to the Holy Spirit - The Holy spirit will direct one back to the Word. 

Ephesus vs 1-7

Revelation 2:1-29(KJV) 1Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that 
holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 

• Candlesticks = churches – Jesus is in the midst (middle) of the churches.

• Matthew 18:20(KJV) 20For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them.

2I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: 
and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:  

• Kept themselves free from evil and false teachers and have worked very hard
3And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.  
4Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.  

• Luke 10:38-42(NLT)38As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came 

to a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed them into her home. 39Her sister, 

Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 40But Martha was distracted by the big 
dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that 

my sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.” 41But the Lord said 

to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details!42There is only one 
thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from 
her.”

• 1 Peter 2:2(KJV) 2As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby: 

5Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.  

• Leave your religion and religious works behind and return to a fresh relationship with Jesus and 
the Word. You will no longer be a light to the world unless you repent (change)

6But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.  
• The Nicolaitanes were a religious group that favored a return to the priesthood and were involved 

in pagan rituals. They sought to once again place “priests” in between men and God. Something 
Jesus died to eliminate

Revelation 1:6-7 (KJV)  And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory 



and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.7He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise 
of God. 

• Overcometh - nikaō  nik-ah'-o conquer, overcome, prevail, get the victory.
• Tree of life from garden of Eden – now available to believers
• Could not be eaten by Adam’s descendants after the fall

Smyrna vs 8-11
8And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was 

dead, and is alive; 9I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the 
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.  

• The church in Smyrna was enduring great persecution by the Jews. (Synagogue of satan)
10Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, 
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life.  

• Jesus once again says “fear not”

• James 1:12(KJV) 12Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

• Paul knew about this: 

2 Timothy 4:8(KJV) 8Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing.
11He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not 
be hurt of the second death. 

• The lake of fire
\Pergamos vs 12-17
12And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword 

with two edges;  (The Word)13I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: 
and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my 
faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 

• Pergamos was a very evil place
14But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, 
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, 
and to commit fornication. 

• Evil religion – to exchange the favor and blessing of God for money
• Baalam and Balak – Num 22

15So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.  
• Accepted in Pergamos but not in Ephesus

16Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.  
17He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, 
which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

• Bread of life (Jesus)
• White stone (pebble) with a new name identifying the believer as an overcomer

Thyratira vs 18-29



18And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his 

eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;19I know thy works, and charity, and service, 
and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.  

• Good things- love-service –faith-patience –you’ve got it together
20Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which 
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things 

sacrificed unto idols. 21And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.  
22Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except 

they repent of their deeds.  23And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that 
I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your 
works.  

• False doctrine. False prophecies 
• Fornication – sexual sin

2 John 1:9-11(KJV) 9Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 
10If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither 

bid him God speed: 11For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds
• We cannot allow false doctrine or bless those who teach it

24But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have 

not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 25But that which 
ye have already hold fast till I come. 

• Keep doing what you are doing
26And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the 
nations:  
27And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even 

as I received of my Father. 28And I will give him the morning star. 29He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

• The overcomer will rule with Jesus

Revelation 22:16(KJV) 16I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I 
am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 

• Jesus gives Himself to those who overcome

• Revelation 19:15(KJV) 15And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite 
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 


