


 

T he sudden and unexpected pandemic this 
year has caused a major upheaval in  
Ramblers activities across the country. All 
group walks were cancelled during the 

lockdown period, starting on 24th March. However, 
group walks were allowed to recommence in July, 
being categorised as 'outdoor physical activity 
events'.  These were exempted from the latest                    
restrictions, as Ramblers met the necessary                         
protocols, and put extra measures in place to reduce 
the risk of COVID-19 infection. These included                 
completing a written risk assessment for each walk, 
keeping an attendance    record and    registering 
walk leaders on the Ramblers’ Assemble database. 

I am very pleased to report that we have had a very 
positive response from our Groups, with nine     
restarting group walks, at the time of writing.  

Our Area Council work has been continuing in the 
virtual world, allowing us to function and progress      
necessary work, which would otherwise not be           
possible. We have also found a new Area Secretary           
designate, who is already very actively engaging in 
area council work. 

On a positive note for the post pandemic world, 
many more people have now started walking and 
we have plans in hand to fast track recruitment   
activities for new members, when conditions                   
permit.  

For the time being, Area Council work will continue 
in the virtual mode, but I look forward to the time 
when we can all meet again in person. 

With many thanks to all our volunteers for your 
continuing enthusiasm and dedication, I wish you 
all happy walking and fellowship. 

Professor Andrew Chadwick 
Chair, Devon Area 

Due to the impact of Covid-19 we have decided not to proceed with a face-to-face   

Devon Area Annual General Meeting in 2021.  

Instead, we are holding the meeting by Zoom at  

2pm on Saturday 13th February 2021.  
To obtain login details for the meeting, please email: 

 secretary.devonramblers@gmail.com 

The agenda and all reports will be posted on the Area website  

www.ramblers.org.uk/devon by the end of January. 



  2020 
£ 

2019 
£ 

Income     

Total income from Ramblers 
Central Office 

6,955 7,792 

      

Expenditure     

Group funding 5,083 4,270 

Campaigns & casework 229 363 

Publicity 563 122 

AGM and meetings 617 917 

Administration 308 447 

Contribution  to Dartmoor 
Way 

- 1,250 

      

Total Expenditure 6,800 7,369 

      

Surplus/(Deficit) for year 155 423 

Our Finances - Income & Expenditure 2019 – 2020 

T he Devon Area is allocated an              
annual budget by Central Office, 
with funding then distributed to 
the individual Groups based on 

their planned activities for the year.  The 
local Groups are free to supplement their 
income through selling advertising space in 
walks programmes and other fund-raising 
initiatives. 

 Lesley Fysh 

Web Master 

T he year 2019-2020 has been an interesting one! With all the challenges that Covid-19 has created, 
the importance of communication between CO-Areas-Groups-and most importantly the                        
membership has become vital. Whilst website; Facebook; twitter; e-mail; Zoom; communications 
are a quick fix to maintain contact we mustn’t forget the members who (a) do not have these                   

facilities or (b) do not wish to communicate this way.  

The Two Moors Way; Franklin Trail; John Musgrave Heritage Trail; The Dartmoor Way; East Devon Way all 
have a page presence within the website on the “Walking Trails in Devon” page. During this time, they have 
been extremely popular pages as both members/non-members are checking out local walks they can do in 
lockdown. 

Walksfinder has always been one of the Ramblers most successful tools to find walks wherever you happen 
to be. Since we re-started walks, some Groups have chosen not to resume walks, some have decided to limit 
the number of walks, and on walks to 10-12, and some have resumed walks with larger numbers of walkers. 
All of that is fine! It is the Group’s choice. What would be good to see is that all Groups that are leading walks 
put them on Walksfinder. That way, visiting Ramblers members; non-members can see the walk and have an 
opportunity to book a walk. We still need new members. 

I would like to extend a big thank-you to all Walksfinder Editors for what they are doing in these times. It is 
more of a rolling walks programme now and as I write this report things may change again. 

Mike Long, Web Master 
 

Membership 

D evon Area membership declined from 2551 to 2505 over the course of the year, a surprisingly 
small reduction given the unprecedented events that decimated our walks programmes. We are 
grateful to our members for staying with us through these difficult times. 

John Minshall,   Membership Secretary 



D uring lockdown our   Media 
team of Celia Minoughan 
and Maggi  Rogers ran a                    
photographic competition.              

Thank you to everyone who entered.  
Category—Roam Sweet Home 

Winner 
Sandra Dean. Totnes Ramblers 
View over Totnes from Totnes 
Down Hill. 
Runner-up 
Lorna Burns, Moorland Ramblers 
Vixen Tor, Dartmoor 

Area Photographic Competition 

Category-Rambling in the 1970’s 
& 1980’s 
Winner (Right) 
Joan Long, North Devon – a photo from 
the Ramblers Golden Jubilee walk, May 
1985 
Runner-up 
Eric Evans, South Devon Ramblers –
Eric and his younger brother in 1959 
taken by their grandfather on their 
first "proper" ramble. 

Footpath Secretary 

T his has been a year of contrasts.  On the one hand there were, for a while, no group walks 
but  individuals, many who were not in the habit of walking, went out to discover the 
countryside. As a result, we had a good number of path problems reported, some serious, 
some less so.   

Among the serious problems, we have a number of unusable paths in the county which need 
bridge reconstructions.  DCC has managed to restore one or two but others may have a long wait 
due to lack of money. Landowners have responded to Covid either by closing paths (illegally) to 
prevent infection or in some cases, by temporarily opening new paths on their land to enable local 
residents to take exercise during Lockdown.   

Jenny Worsfold,  Footpath Secretary 

Footpath Problems this way 



EXETER & DISTRICT  

O ur Group enjoyed a full programme of walks 
through the 2019/20 winter, but, like all other 
groups, was instructed to cease activities after 
mid-March. During the following lockdown, 

members were only permitted to walk close to their homes 
in “domestic bubbles”. Some ramblers reported altruistic 
support from local farmers who granted access to their 
land. The picture below shows a stage of a delightful 3KM 
walk created near Clyst St Mary. In anticipation that the 
lockdown would be eased, our group had  prepared an             
interim programme of walks in readiness, so we were able 
to re-start a full schedule at the beginning of July. A booking 
system was introduced so that principal walk leaders 
would be prepared to subdivide larger groups into socially 
distanced bubbles of six, each with its own secondary             
leader. Attendance was strong throughout the summer, 
and, by the beginning of August, groups of up to 30                   
ramblers were permitted as long as  virus precautions were 
adopted. The following photographs show our members 
enjoying lunch at Yealm Steps on the late summer                    
bank-holiday, and returning to Harford via the stone row 
on Stalldown Barrow.  
Unfortunately, it was necessary to postpone planned trips 
to explore Plymouth and Bristol: we intend to resume this 
programme of visiting cities of the SW in due course.              
Similarly, we have had to interrupt our series of “Big 
Walks” organised in collaboration with colleagues in the 
Two Moors Way Association. The complete series of walks 
extend from the S to the N coast of Devon: the next two will 
cross mid-Devon and the lower reaches of Exmoor. 
Despite the pandemic restrictions, our annual away                
weekend is planned to take place at the end of October. We 
will occupy one of Holiday Fellowship’s country houses, 
Harrington House, Bourton-on-the-Water. A choice of 
walks is arranged for each of the 4-days of the visit. 
Administration 
Our AGM in Nov ’19 was a well-attended convivial occasion 
at which our Group’s committee members delivered their 
respective reports, and the Bring-and Buy stall raised an 
impressive sum for our funds.  After sterling work, Colin 
Piper stepped down as treasurer, and has been replaced by 
Paul Bulley. An excellent presentation was made about 
Rights of Way by Alison Smith, a Definitive Map Review 
Officer for Devon C.C.  
We intend to hold an abbreviated AGM at our away              
weekend in October. The supporting documentation will be 
published in our October newsletter and be posted on our 
web-site. This way, members who are not attending the 
away weekend will have the opportunity to respond and 
propose motions. Chris Parks will be stepping down as 
group secretary after conscientiously supporting our               
committee for several years, and Phil Wales is proposed as 
his replacement. 
Our membership is currently 206, a modest increase on last 
year’s figure. While we have been quite successful at       
recruiting new members, we note that several members 
who joined in 2019 have not renewed their membership. 

Leader Training 
Over the last two years, we have organised in-house leader 
training events aimed at refreshing active leaders and    
encouraging new ones. A further session was arranged in 
November 2019 focusing on compass skills. It is very    
pleasing to report that these activities procured three new 
leaders who are now mainstays in our walking programme.  
Newsletters 
Our normal practice is to distribute newsletters on a            
4-monthly cycle. However, once lockdown was imposed, 
we decided to stay in touch with members on a monthly 
basis. To this end, our newsletter editor, Les Bright, has 
overseen production of informative and entertaining             
communications from April to October. Messages of                 
appreciation were received from several members,                 
especially in response to the early editions. It is intended to 
return to the former schedule from November. 
Projects 
We have secured funding for the preparation of a                   
publication, “Walking Around Exeter”, aimed at                     
encouraging people to consider walking for improved           
fitness and health. We are collaborating with Exeter C.C. 
and Active Devon, though pandemic restrictions have 
slowed progress. So far 12 walks are ready, and the               
objective is to produce about 20 for the final booklet.  
We are also collaborating with East Devon D.C. in their long
-term project to develop the Clyst Valley Regional Park, 
ultimately envisaged to stretch from Killerton Estate to 
Clyst St Mary. Simon Bates, Green Infrastructure Project 
Manager, is overseeing the developments for E.D.D.C., and 
our President, Colin Piper, is a member of the steering    
committee. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pop-Up Lockdown walk near Clyst St Mary (Thanks to farmer David) 

EXETER   Continued overleaf…….. 



EXETER & DISTRICT  (cont’d) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunch at Yealm Steps, Sunday August 30th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Stalldown Stone Row, , Sunday August 30th 
 

Bob Pond, Group Chair 

 

DEVON BOOTLEGS 

I t goes without saying that 2020 has been an                       
unprecedented year for everyone.  However, 
Devon Bootlegs has endeavoured to offer                
occasional walks based on smaller group                 

numbers and where possible, we have been thinking 
more about walks which can be accommodated by 
using public transport.  There continues to be a good 
take up despite limited places being available and                
outside of the group, members have also arranged 
their own walks in small groups.  In time, we hope 
that the Government's restrictions will ease allowing 
for a more regular programme of walks for larger 
numbers to be reinstated.  In the meantime, a huge 
thank you to all of our members for being so patient 
and accommodating during these very difficult times. 

Jenna Chynoweth 

 
 

MOORLAND GROUP 

M oorland Ramblers restarted our Group 
walks on 6th September 2020 after              
stopping the walks in March 2020. It was 
lovely to see members back out and 

catching up with each other after all those weeks. 
However Moorland members continued to walk in 
those 6 months in groups of 6 by contacting each             
other and arranging walks. A record 3 separate 
groups of 6 were all out on the same Sunday and it 
was not unusual for groups to bump into each other. 

A definite highlight was that Steve and Julie, after  
having to cancel their first wedding in April were able 
to tie the knot on their 2nd attempt with a maximum 
of 15 attending. Several members were determined to 
go ahead with the Guard of Honour that was originally 
planned so we snuck into the church grounds with the 
Vicar’s approval to surprise the happy couple in full 
hiking kit.   

Amanda Learmonth, Group Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

TIVERTON 

S adly, our Tiverton group committee decided 
that they were no longer able to continue. The 
group is one of our smallest and insufficient 
volunteers have come forward to fill key 

roles. At the time of writing we at Devon Area are               
liaising with Ramblers members within the area                
covered by the group to determine the best way                  
forward to deliver our core activities into the future. 



NORTH DEVON  

O ur group year started in a similar way to the 
past forty plus.  An enjoyable four-night 
Cotswold break in October, a successful 
Winter Walks Festival with five walks,               

annual carvery lunch in January and a social evening 
in early February.  We celebrated the one hundredth 
anniversary of the Forestry Commission with two 
special walks at Eggesford in early December. 
 

Then, just as we published our new (April to October) 
programme, we all encountered lock-down.  As with 
most groups, when we were allowed to drive again, a 
number of our members met up in small groups and 
walked as friends, sometimes using the outing as an 
opportunity to recce a new walk or to do a walk that 
they would have been leading on our current                     
programme. 

 
 

Our April and July committee meetings consisted of an 
e-mail exchange of reports and documents as some of 
us did not wish or would not have been able to run a 
Zoom meeting or similar.  The biggest decision was 
when and how to restart group walks.  We e-mailed or 
posted a newsletter to all of our members at the              
beginning of August and our first post-lockdown walk 
was on the 13th August, with our committee deciding 
that a maximum of twenty walkers should be the                 
ceiling, although any leader can opt for a lesser                  
number.  Although offers to lead are a little thin on the 
ground, we have a rolling walks programme, thanks 
to fifteen of our regular leaders.  Our Walks                           
Programme Secretary, newly elected last November, 
has certainly been presented with a challenge this 
year but has excelled in her organisation.     
 

We had agreed to lead walks for three visiting groups 
in the Spring, but all visits were postponed.  Credit 
must go to our two members who led walks at the end 
of September for the rescheduled Cirencester                    
Ramblers visit. 
 

Our Facebook page has proved to be extremely             
popular with numerous pictures, Covid updates and 
titbits of information.  Our ‘followers’ have increased 
by 50% this year, from 268 to 406. Thanks to all who 
have supplied the feed, we hope it helps members to 
feel ‘connected’.  We also put out news releases on the 
26th April and the 11th June, covering, ‘Roam Sweet 
Home’ and Devon Photo Competition and managed to 
get coverage in both the North Devon Journal and the 
North Devon Gazette. Finally, we were pleased to  
welcome twelve new members who have joined the 
North Devon Group since June.  Our numbers are only 
slightly down on last year. 

Joan Long, Group Chairman 
 

 
 
PLYMOUTH  

C ovid has brought its challenges but we are 
managing a programme of 2 walks per week 
and sometimes 2 walks on each day. We have 
also done some shorter walks on Saturday 

mornings. We have tried hard to keep the members in 
touch and are encouraged by over 25 new members 
during the past 6 months with the loss of only a few! 

Our best achievement has been to re-start family 
walks - these stopped some years ago. We are trialing 
a walk each month starting this October and are         
hopeful that this initiative will take off especially 
when the weather improves! 

Val Galer, Group Secretary 

First socially distancing walk (where are the 
other Ramblers) on Exmoor in August. 

Nice & Easy walk from 
Hillsford Bridge. Nr. Lynton. 



SOUTH DEVON  

L ooking back, it seems extraordinarily                    
prescient to have added as one of our key   
objectives for the coming year: 
‘ensuring the well-being of all our members’ 

Little did we realise then that this  watchfulness 
would become the underlying principle for many 
months: from a despondent cancelling of all that had 
been so enthusiastically planned, through to a         
cautious restart in ‘bubbles’ and when permitted, 
group walks with enhanced health and safety                     
practices. If you were out on the Moor that autumn 
day, you may have heard our collective cheer at the 
news Ramblers were exempted from the Rule of Six.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With several of our experienced walk leaders                 
shielding, without the tenacity of our Walks                           
Co-Ordinator, Nicky, we would have struggled to 
mount a full winter programme. She gently persuaded 
and coaxed a full programme out of us all and                    
resourceful members even found a way to resume our 
bid to walk the South West Coast Path without car 
sharing. 
 

Always with an eye on inclusivity, we have made sure 
there are some walks accessible even for those                
without transport. A feature of this year too has been 
the planning of further UK mini breaks, a more                      
affordable addition to the annual weeks holiday and 
ironically, ultimately more achievable in these days 
when wider travel is not always possible.  

Several positives have emerged from this                    
extraordinary year:- 

• More locals have discovered and appreciated 
our John Musgrave Heritage Trail with its new 
extension. 

• We have welcomed new members as well as 
members from other Ramblers Groups. 

• Our Facebook page supplements our website, 
both affording opportunities to showcase many 
images from walks. 

• The health benefits of rambling have never been 
so apparent, nor so cherished.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rambling…………..balm for the soul in                           
these frightening times. 

 
 

Eric Evans, Chairman,  



SOUTH HAMS  

I n common with all other groups, our walk                             
programme was suspended in March due to the                    
restrictions imposed to combat the Corona virus. 
Up until then our walk programme had been 

continuing as usual with three walks each week. We 
are very fortunate to have a great variety of walking 
routes in our area. A Leader’s meeting in February 
was well attended and this enabled the Walk                  
Secretary to largely fill the summer walk programme. 
It was pleasing to note that we were able to expand 
the short walks to 53 in our programme of 120 walks 
for the summer. So it was with considerable regret 
that we were unable to undertake the programme.  

Whilst there have been no formal Ramblers walks 
during the summer, it is clear that members have 
been walking in small ‘bubbles’ with friends in order 
to keep walk and mentally fit. However, it has been 
much more daunting for those who are anxious about 
mixing in the current situation and those who are   
vulnerable. The Footpath Officer continued to be busy 
during lockdown with surveying of routes, reporting 
problems to Devon County Council and scrutinising 
local Planning applications.  

Regular quarterly meetings of the South Hams                 
Ramblers committee have been maintained during 
lockdown using the Zoom internet application, which 
has been funded by HQ. In late summer, Ramblers HQ 
clarified the Government rules, and this allowed  
Ramblers groups to restart a walk programme, with 
up to 30 people walking together, provided specific 
requirements by government and HQ were adhered 
to. These requirements were circulated to members, 
but due to concerns raised, South Hams Ramblers  
delayed the start of its walk programme until October 
and restricted the numbers of walkers to the Leader 
plus nine. To date, the systems in place appear to be 
working well although there has not been a great rush 
to start walking amongst the majority of our                    
members.  

Our membership has declined slightly over the course 
of the past 12 months but there has been little                     
opportunity to recruit new members or advertise our 
Group.  Replacing key committee members remains 
an area of concern for the future, otherwise we                     
remain a viable group looking forward , in due course, 
to returning to the full Ramblers walking experience. 

Peter Lannin, Group Secretary. 
 

TAVISTOCK 
 

F or us in mid-March, shortly before the end of 
the winter programme, came “lock down”, 
sudden and a very definite halt to our group 
activities. We tried to keep the group up to 

date with updates from Ramblers and Devon Area 
news and encourage members to keep out walking as 
we were allowed by government regulations.  
 

We restarted our group walks on August 1st and most 
weeks have had three walks available using the new 
conditions set by Ramblers CO. Although some of our 
established leaders did not initially choose to return 
to leading walks, we are very pleased that more are 
now signing up to lead. This is very promising as a 
very small number of people have been leading a 
large percentage of the walks during the summer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have found that by communicating with members 
both on walks and in encouraging emails we are  
slowly building up our base of active leaders. A 
planned Walk Leader Training Day had to be                   
postponed but will now take place in the Spring.  
 

Keeping our group running during Lockdown and  
restarting walks hasn’t been an easy task but it is 
agreed that the positive benefits of group walking are 
many and far-reaching. Widening our individual             
horizons and perspectives by interacting (at a safe 
distance) with a people not in our Lockdown bubbles 
is both life-enhancing and very enjoyable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued overleaf……... 



TAVISTOCK (Continued………) 
 

Many of us have also developed new skills especially in IT! 
We had our first Zoom AGM this month and our Committee 
Meetings are also to take place on this platform until             
restrictions ease. 
 

There is much to look forward to in the coming months 
including the launch of the Dartmoor Way. As is often               
commented by old and new walkers alike we are extremely 
fortunate to be living and walking in such a beautiful part of 
the world. 
 

Helen Bryant, Group Secretary 
 
 
 

TEIGNMOUTH & DAWLISH 

D espite difficult circumstances our group                   
continues to function efficiently and the club  
retains a healthy level of enthusiastic members.  
Before the lockdown we held 15 short walks, 9 

long walks and 3 tea shop walks, with 7 walks cancelled 
due to the very wet weather.  
 

We have ended the year with 140 members assigned to our 
group although not all are now active walkers.  Our regular 
Sunday walks were restarted at the beginning of September 
and, being a small group, without the need for booking.  We 
have welcomed fifteen new members, as well as walkers 
from other groups who have joined us for the day.  We are               
running a rolling programme arranged six to eight weeks in 
advance, with extra Covid regulations being fulfilled by 
walk leaders.  
 

The activities of our Social Group sadly ground to a halt, but 
we did manage a winter trip to Dunster to explore the    
village and castle and also had a successful skittles evening 
before the lockdown.  We also instituted a weekly virtual 
meeting, using Zoom, before our walks recommenced. 
 

One highlight of our summer was the publication of the 2nd 
edition of our popular “25 Walks around Teignmouth & 
Dawlish” booklet. Although this was originally planned to 
be a fairly straightforward re-issue with minor corrections, 
much has changed in the eight years since we produced the 
1st edition. As a result, the new booklet has had an               
extensive overhaul, with a number of revised walks, 2 new 
walks and many new photographs.  
 

We have decided to hold our AGM outdoors, at 2 pm on 
Sunday 8th November at The Hearn Field,                            
Combeinteignhead, TQ12 4RR.  Currently government     
regulations (and The Ramblers) allow such a meeting to be 
held, as public gatherings can take place when related to 
voluntary activities.  In addition to permanent outdoor 
seating, by the river, The Hearn Field has an outdoor,      
covered space which will be used for the AGM if raining and 
where all Covid guidelines and social distancing procedures 
can be followed. The Agenda for our AGM, and the Annual 
Report has been e-mailed to all members and due to       
recent/current circumstances this is briefer than usual.  
Fortunately, all our committee have agreed to continue in 
place for another year. 

 

Our Bank Accounts remain healthy and have again been at 
a level whereby we receive no Central/Area funding, so for 
the third year our Group is effectively self-financing.  This is 
due to the creation and production of local walk books 
which contribute to our own finances. 2000 copies of the 
new edition of the “25 Walks” booklet was printed in July at 
a cost of almost £1900. There have been no Ramblers                   
Holidays contributions in the current year.   
 

Claire Glasspoole, Group Chair,  

 

TOTNES  

D espite all the upheaval and changes over the past 
year, it has been great to see how the group has 
adapted so well. The year got off to an excellent 
start with several new volunteers taking on roles 

on the Main committee and Franklin sub-committee. There 
were good numbers at our social events in December and 
February, whilst over 20 volunteers were at the Totnes 
Pavilion in January to help with the ‘move more’ event, 
where we signed up several new members. 
As a result of lockdown, Walks and Events                            
Coordinators had to cope with many changes to our        
programmes. Unfortunately all our group holidays, always 
popular in recent years, had to be cancelled or deferred. 
However, members were kept up to date through regular 
emails and updates on our website, whilst our group was 
kept in the public eye with articles in the local press and a 
starring role on local radio. 
Our Franklin sub-committee generated several new ideas 
for improving public rights of way, some of which have  
already been completed. One consequence of lockdown was 
people walking locally and discovering many more path 
problems than usual. These have been reported and some 
fixed, but  progress is generally slower than usual. 
We have continued to support the Dartmoor Way project, 
helping to organise route maintenance from 8 walking 
groups around Dartmoor. There was an article in Walk 
magazine and following the ‘virtual launch’ at end                       
September it is now possible to download maps and walk 
instructions from the website. 
Devon Area meetings and correspondence were useful in 
helping with decisions on how best to re-start our group 
walks in August. The new booking system, risk assessments 
and signing up of walk leaders as volunteers all seem to be 
working smoothly and most of our walks are fully            
subscribed. 

Looking forward things may seem rather bleak at present, 
but we plan to continue a limited walking programme 
through the winter and are keeping our fingers crossed 
that spring will signal a return to a fuller walks and social 
events programme. 

Trevor Walker, Chairman 
 



View from the new section of the                     
John Musgrave Trail Local paths to Ashford just a few miles 

from Barnstaple. 

EAST DEVON 
 

A t the start of the year everything was going 
so well. Thanks to our hard-working walks 
programme team and a willing army of     
volunteer leaders we had achieved, for the 

first time, a core programme comprising two led 
walks every Sunday, Wednesday and Friday. With 
other walks occasionally added, that totalled about 
330 led walks a year. In addition to that, we had a 
lively programme of social events, including group 
holidays and a well-attended Christmas lunch for 90 
people at Sidmouth. 
 

We had big plans for 2020 to celebrate the 50th                    
anniversary of the foundation of the East Devon 
Group. We were going to have a cream tea, to be              
attended by as many as possible of current and past 
members. Then, in addition to our normal                             
programme, we were going to re-run the nine walks 
from our very first programme in the summer which, 
by happy coincidence, were on exactly the same days 
and dates as in 1970. Period walking garb was to be re 
rigueur: tweed jackets, loon pants, canvas knapsacks, 
and the leaders to be addressed as Mr, Mrs, Miss as 
appropriate. We also had a full programme of other 
social events and holidays. 
 

Of course, Covid-19 put an end to all this from 18th 
March. Thanks to heroic efforts by our walks                        
programme team and our Membership Secretary, we 
rebuilt our programme within the changing rules, as 
soon as we could, resuming from 29th July with                     
initially a maximum of six on each walk. Fortunately, 
we already had an outline programme until the end of 
October, and we were very grateful that the majority 
of our leaders were happy to continue to lead their 
walks despite the new restrictions and requirements. 

We decided to prepare monthly rather than                             
4-monthly programmes, emailed these to most                
members (posting them to the rest) and were able to 
programme 26 walks in July/August, 24 in September 
and 26 in October before the new lockdown from 4th 
November. This was pretty much our standard                    
programme, although, after much debate, we chose to 
restrict the maximum numbers on each walk to 12, 
rather than the eventual permitted maximum of 30, to 
avoid being too intrusive a mass of walkers. 
 

Although we have all been very disappointed to have 
so reduced our abilities to socialise on walks and   
elsewhere, there has been some good coming out of 
this very difficult time. First, we are very grateful for 
the large number of our leaders who have been                 
willing to continue to lead walks, despite the extra 
responsibilities put on them. Secondly, our                    
membership numbers have remained stable, even 
during the period when there was no immediate                
benefit in being a Ramblers member - in fact, our 
number of members at the end of September was two 
higher than at the same date in 2019, so we are very 
appreciative of their loyalty. Third, it has driven us to 
modernise our communications - now emailing to 
most members, and holding meetings via Zoom. 
Fourth - and most important - many of our members 
have kept in touch with each other and, within the 
rules, have arranged informal local walks in small 
groups, even including lunches together, all to the 
benefit of both their physical and mental health. In the 
words of one of our members, "thank goodness for 
Ramblers for introducing us to each other". We look 
forward to next year with optimism, with a robust and 
thriving group and, hopefully, those 51st anniversary 
celebrations. 

Bob Hewett. Chair 



South Devon Ramblers have adopted the 
Ashburton to Bovey Tracey section of the 
Dartmoor Way assisting with monitoring 

and waymarking. 

A sign Joan Long saw in a charity café in 
Crickhowell on a Ramblers break. 

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our organisation – and  
volunteering is enjoyable, fulfilling and an opportunity                             

to learn new skills and to meet new people.  
       

At the moment we are looking for: 

Area Footpath Secretary 
Media Secretary 

Individual members of Area Council 
We are also seeking volunteers for our “Don’t Lose Your Way” project, to 

identify and save our lost paths. 
For further information, look under Volunteer Zone                                                         

on our Area website, or email us at   

secretary.devonramblers@gmail.com 


