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Bishops: Church
must help people
with marriage

STAFF REPORTER

IN a pastoral letter on the implementation
of Pope Francis’ document on the family,
the bishops of Southern Africa have given

a general outline of the priorities for the local
Church.

The pastoral letter notes that the docu-
ment Amoris Laetitia (“The Joy Of Love”),
which was released in March 2016, arose out
of the two Synods of Bishops on the Family
that were held in Rome in 2014 and 2015. 

“We in Southern Africa also made our con-
tribution to the deliberations of the synods
by the input which was timeously supplied
by many who responded to the question-
naires in the preparatory stages leading up to
the synods and by the married couples and
bishops who were chosen to represent us at
the synods and to present our input,” the
bishops said, thanking those “who made use
of the opportunity to respond to the ques-
tionnaires by electronic means or through the
parish structures”.

Amoris Laetitia has attracted attention es-
pecially for its treatment of the pastoral prob-
lem of divorced and civilly remarried
Catholics who are excluded from the sacra-
ments of the Eucharist and reconciliation. 

The document advises that such people,
and others in irregular situations, “need to be
more fully integrated into Christian commu-
nities in the variety of ways possible, while
avoiding any occasion of scandal”.

The bishops noted that the pope “provides
guidelines on how to go about discerning the
work of the Holy Spirit in accompanying the
divorced and remarried”.

They also echoed the Synod Fathers who
stated that although the Church realises that
any breach of the marriage bond ‘is against
the will of God’, she is also ‘conscious of the
frailty of many of her children’”.

In their pastoral letter the bishops did not
go into detail about how the local Church
might approach the implementation of that
section of Amoris Laetitia.

The bishops identified the following as
areas of attention:

• More intense preparation for marriage
• Accompaniment of newly married cou-

ples by family life ministry teams
• Improved parenting skills
• Situations where couples live together

without any intention of marrying
• Traditional marriages
• Polygamy
• The difficult situations in which a num-

ber of the faithful live.
The bishops echoed the pope’s call for the

need for “a more intense personal and pas-
toral discernment which will help the young
prepare themselves for the marital commit-
ment”.

“Some need help with understanding and
accepting the demands of a permanent com-
mitment. Others put the stress on an extrav-
agant wedding, overlooking that marriage is
for life whereas the wedding is for a day,” the
bishops said. 

“We encourage everyone to reflect upon
the exhortation of the pope, whether in its
full version, or with the use of the booklet The
Joy of Love Made Simple,” they said.

The bishops said that they are also prepar-
ing resources “to equip and help our priests,
deacons and pastoral workers to assist the
faithful in heart-breaking and difficult situa-
tions that arise in many marriages”.

Damise Diga and his bride Elizabeth (née Gebere) will celebrate this Valentine’s Day for the
first time as a married couple. Although the were married in Sacred Heart church in King
Williams’ Town in August, the traditional wedding celebrations according to their Ethiopian cul-
ture took place on January 22, in the presence of their fellow Catholics from the Ethio-Eritrea
Catholic Community and friends from throughout South Africa.   
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Some of the bishops of Southern Africa seen
at Mass in St John Vianney seminary in Pre-
toria during their summer plenary session.

Profit was placed before lives
STAFF REPORTER

THE death of at least 94 mental health
patients in Gauteng facilities could be
called “a gross violation of the right to

life”, the Jesuit Institute said in a strongly
worded statement.

Health Ombudsman Prof Malegapuru
Makgoba found in a report issued this month
that 94 mentally ill patients died following
the Gauteng Health Department’s decision to
have them transferred to various non-govern-
mental organisations or sent back to their
families.

Gauteng health MEC Qedani Mahlangu
resigned after the Life Esidimeni Report was
released.

Bishop Abel Gabuza of Kimberley, liaison
bishop for the bishops’ Justice & Peace Com-
mission, in September welcomed the investi-
gation into the deaths, then numbered at 36.
At the time he said that “a health system that
puts profit before people [is] a death sentence
for the poor”. 

The Jesuit Institute said the revelations in
the Life Esidimeni Report “amount to a
shocking failure to provide fundamental psy-
chiatric health care as laid down in the Na-
tional Health Act”.

“We are deeply disturbed that those re-
sponsible for making these decisions ignored
the advice of many competent consultants
and professionals. This arrogance has led to
painfully tragic circumstances,” the Jesuit In-
stitute said in a statement signed by Frs Rus-
sell Pollitt SJ, director, and Anthony Egan SJ. 

“Based upon broadly accepted principles
of medical ethics, what we see in this report
undermines at least the principles of benefi-
cence, non-maleficence and justice,” the
statement said. 

“It undermines beneficence because
clearly the best interests of the patients were
not taken into account. It undermines non-
maleficence because, unless those who made
the decisions were incompetent, serious ad-
verse effects for the patients could not but
have been envisioned. And it undermines
justice because it clearly flew in the face of
the National Health Act and Constitution,”
the institute said. 

The transgressions detailed in the report
contradict Catholic social principles such as
human dignity and care for the most vulner-
able, the statement noted. 

“One could call it a gross violation of the 
Continued on page 3

Thank you! Thank you to the
priests who speak about The
Southern Cross from the pulpit to

encourage their parishioners to buy
the newspaper.

Thank you to the parishes that sell
editions of The Southern Cross which
the Post Office failed to deliver on time.

Thank you to the many people who
take such great care that The Southern
Cross is collected, unpacked, displayed
and sold in the parishes—and a special
thanks to those who stand in doorways,
refusing to let anyone pass without

buying the weekly Catholic newspaper.
These good people, most of them

unknown to us, are as important in the
social communications apostolate of
The Southern Cross as the editor.

Thank you to our advertisers,
whether they advertise because they
know it works or simply as a way of sup-
porting The Southern Cross. As an inde-
pendent newspaper we rely on
circulation and advertising revenue—
every advert helps us survive.   

Thank you, our loyal readers. While
the impact of the digital revolution has

not exempted The Southern Cross from
declining circulation, the effect has not
been nearly as dramatic as that experi-
ence by other newspapers. Our readers
clearly love their Southern Cross, be it in
newsprint or digital.

Thank you to our volunteers who in-
vest so much of their time in keeping
the newspaper alive. 

And thank you to those who support
us through the Associates Campaign,
such as the kind 90+ year old pensioner
who signed up to safeguard the news-
paper’s future.

The Associates Campaign is tightly
managed so that contributions can be
used only for specified purposes. Most
of it goes into outreach programmes
and replenishing our depleted reserves.

There are many ways to support The
Southern Cross to ensure its survival: by
buying it, by promoting it in the
parishes, by advertising in it, and by
supporting our Associates Campaign
with an annual contribution.

To do so is easy: choose one of the
categories of Associates you would like
to join—Cardinal McCann Associate

(R1 500 and above), St Maximilian kolbe
Associate (R500-1 499),  St Francis de
Sales Associate (R100-499), or Dorothy
Day (any amount by debit order).

Make your contribution into the ac-
count: The Southern Cross, Standard
Bank, Thibault Square Branch (Code
020909), Acc No: 276876016.

Please e-mail or fax payment details
and your name and contact details to
admin@scross.co.za or 021 465-3850.
Or visit www.scross.co.za/associates-
campaign for details.

Thank you for helping your Southern Cross

www.scross.co.za/associates-campaign
www.scross.co.za/associates-campaign
www.scross.co.za
www.scross.co.za
www.scross.co.za
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Papal audience
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Sea of Galilee

assisi
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HOLY LAND • ROME
ASSISI • CAIRO

Led by Archbishop William Slattery OFM

St Peter’s

25 Aug - 8 Sept 2017
Pray at the great sacred sites

of our faith in Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, nazareth, Galilee

and many other places 
in the holy Land. 

See Pope Francis and the 
history of our Church in Rome
Follow in the footsteps of the

great St Francis of assisi
See where the holy Family hid
from herod in Cairo and climb
on the great pyramid of Giza!

Bishops welcomed other
churches to come together

STAFF REPORTER

ALMOST 500 years after Martin
Luther sparked the Reforma-
tion, the Catholic bishops

welcomed delegations from sister
Churches for an ecumenical session
and service in Pretoria.

Represented at the session,
which formed part of the plenary
session of the Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, were
Lutherans, Methodists, Moravians,
Presbyterians, Coptic Orthodox and
others.

Ecumenism focuses on the unity
and reconciliation of Christians, a
priority in the Catholic Church since
Vatican II. Different initiatives to
heal the wounds of the great schism
have been put forward since then. 

After many meetings and confer-
ences, the Catholic Church and the
Lutheran Church have reached
common ground on some of the di-
viding issues, including the main
issue of justification, which led to the
signing of a Joint Declaration on the
Doctrine of Justification in 1999.

Lutheran Reverend Dr Ishmael
Noko, the main speaker at the ecu-
menical session in Pretoria, said the
commemoration of 500 years of the
Reformation is a special motivation
and a challenge to continue ironing
out the differences between Chris-

tians and becoming one in the
Lord. 

It is also a special call to come to-
gether and dialogue closely for
unity and reconciliation as we con-
tinue to evangelise the people of
God, he said.

Rev Noko called the divisions
that have existed for so long be-
tween Catholics and Protestants “a
saga of God”. He reiterated that
what perpetuates divisions today
are the many ungrounded miscon-
ceptions we have about each other.
But these, he added, fall away when
we come closer to each other in di-
alogue. 

There are still issues which need
clarity during the process of rec-

onciliation and unity, he said, but
emphasised that the clarified agree-
ment between the Lutheran and
Catholic Churches on justification
is the fundamental agreement that
needs to be sustained and theologi-
cally developed.  

“The joint declaration urges the
Churches to continue seeking a way
of reconciliation and unity,” he
said. “The declaration was also
based on the issues of faith, grace
and scripture, and at our coming to-
gether today we celebrate the joint
declaration which seems to be mak-

ing a very positive impact towards
continuous dialogue.”

Rev Noko narrated the journey
he has walked together with differ-
ent leaderships of the Catholic
Church in trying to facilitate dia-
logue for reconciliation and unity.
This journey included his close col-
laboration with cardinals Edward
Cassidy and Walter Kasper, both
former presidents of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian
Unity, and Pope John Paul II. 

He acknowledged that the jour-
ney has been fruitful, with some
agreements being reached between
the two denominations, and with
the Methodists who signed the jus-
tification agreement at a later stage. 

Rev Noko noted that coopera-
tion between the Catholic and
Protestant Churches, and other de-
nominations, is not something
new, recalling how they worked to-
gether during the struggle against
apartheid. 

But, he warned, collaboration
alone is not enough to make the
dream of Christian unity a reality. 

He urged all the representatives
to promote more consistent friend-
ships among themselves, which he
said is the most important element
for understanding each other easily
during reconciliation.

To mark National Police Day, Fr Stan Botha of Milnerton/Brooklyn parish
in Cape Town commended and blessed members of the police, firefighters
and community policing and safety bodies. In his homily at Mass in Mil-
nerton’s church of the Annunciation, Fr Botha (far right) pointed out that
the police, neighbourhood patrols and firefighters put their lives in danger
in the service of others. 

Representatives
from different
Christian denomi-
nations during an
ecumenical ses-
sion at the SACBC
plenary meeting
held in Pretoria.
Among them were
Lutherans,
Methodists, Mora-
vians, Presbyteri-
ans and Coptic
Orthodox.

STAFF REPORTER

THE bishops of Southern Africa
have appealed to all university
students to attend lectures and

follow their academic programmes,
even “while continuing their legiti-
mate campaign”. 

“We eagerly urge them to con-
sider ways of achieving the outcomes
of their campaign without the dis-
ruption of the academic programme
and without resort to violence and
the destruction of property,” the
bishops said in a message.

“On our part, we pledge our sup-
port for the call that education be
made accessible for all on a more
equitable basis and we also pledge
our support in negotiations with
the various stakeholders.”

The bishops noted that “the pri-
vate sector has played a vital role up
to now and we urge them to ever-
greater efforts in the building of the
financial foundations necessary for
education being accessible to all
and the employment of the young
and newly graduated”, adding: “It is
in the interest of the private sector
as well as in the interests of the
common good that the tertiary ed-

ucation system succeeds.”
The bishops also acknowledged

the “huge strides” the government
has made in the transformation of
education, and urged “a more deci-
sive lead” in resolving the higher
education crisis by bringing to-
gether all the stakeholders. 

“In particular, we ask the mem-
bers of government to ensure that
the issues identified by the students
are adequately addressed with due
regard to their freedom to demon-
strate and the assurance of adequate
security.”

Turning their attention to the
campuses, the bishops said: “We urge
greater tolerance and understanding
on the part of vice-chancellors and
university councils who are at the
coalface of dealing with the expecta-
tions of students for transformation
and financial assistance. We would
like to see a just and honest reap-
praisal of the progress made to date
and call for boldness and wisdom in
interacting with students and profes-
sional staff.” 

They concluded the message by
saying: “It is our prayer that the res-
olution of this crisis will serve the
good of all.”

Bishops call for student peace

STAFF REPORTER

MISSIONARIES of the Neo-
catechumenal Way
called the visit of an

archbishop to their annual re-
treat a blessing.

Archbishop Stephen Brislin of
Cape Town met with the mis-
sionaries during their retreat in
Paarl, Western Cape.

The missionaries of the Neo-
catechumenal Way serve in seven
dioceses across South Africa: Pre-
toria, Johannesburg, Cape Town,
Port Elizabeth, Oudtshoorn, Mar-
iannhill and Witbank. 

“The Word of God…is re-
minding us that we are chosen,
even before we are born,” Arch-
bishop Brislin told the group,

comprising missionary families
with children, priests and semi-
narians. “We are chosen by God
from the womb of our mother and
entrusted with a mission.” 

Among those present was Ital-
ian missionary Dino Furgione, a
father of eight children, who
with his wife Roberta has served
in South Africa since 2009, and is
responsible for the Neocatechu-
menal Way in the country.

“We gathered to share all the
wonders that the Lord has done
within us in the last year and to
keep new energies to restart serv-
ing the Church in South Africa,”
he said.

“All the brothers and sisters
that are here have joined Neocat-
echumenal communities in their

own countries and they have
been sent by the popes to South
Africa leaving everything be-
hind—as my family did—to fol-
low the call of the Lord,” Mr
Furgione said. 

Priests and seminarians from
all around the world, families
with children from Europe,
United States and Latin America,
and also locally took part in the
retreat. 

“We have been called to evan-
gelise, giving our personal wit-
ness of Jesus Christ, sharing with
the people along the road what
he has done in our lives,” Mr Fur-
gione said.

“The heart of our retreat was
centred on the mission of John
the Baptist,” he added. 

Missionaries of the Neocatechumenal Way held a retreat in Paarl, Western Cape, which was visited by
Archbishop Stephen Brislin of Cape Town.

Brislin speaks at Neocatechumenal retreat
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BROTHER Robert Schieler, supe-
rior-general of the De la Salle
Brothers worldwide, visited South

Africa, and met with schools run by his
order.

The De la Salle Brothers is the
largest order of religious brothers in
the Church dedicated to education.
There are Lasallian institutions in 80
countries around the world serving a
million students in over 1 000 schools
and universities.

Following the teachings of their
founder, St John Baptist de la Salle, the
brothers, associates, teachers and stu-
dents continue to embrace the ethos of
this saint, whose main focus was on
the education of young people.

US-born Br Schieler was accompa-
nied on his South African visit by Br
Pierre Quattara, general-councillor of
the RELAF region which covers 46
Lasallian institutions in 14 French- and
English-speaking countries in Africa. Br
Quattara is from Burkina Faso.

They visited Tsholofelo mission in
Phokeng, Rustenburg diocese. In Jo-
hannesburg, they visited La Salle
School in Discovery, and De la Salle
Holy Cross College in Victory Park,
meeting with the staff, pupils, parents
and members of the school governing
bodies.  

At the Victory Park school Brs
Schieler and Quattara attended assem-
blies at both the junior and high

schools. Br Schieler presented honours
blazers to headboy Philani Mpofu and
headgirl Deena Martin.  

Born in Philadelphia, Br Schieler
completed his studies in modern Euro-
pean history and his PhD in educa-
tional administration. He worked as a
teacher in the United States and, after
making his final profession in 1979, he
worked as a missionary in the Philip-
pines for 13 years.  
n Br Robert was interviewed by Fr Emil
Blaser on Radio Veritas on Wednesday,
January 25. See http://www.radioveri-
tas.co.za/index.php/podcast-list/
sermon/848-fr-emil-br-robert-schieler-
superior-general-of-de-la-salle-brothers

De la Salle worldwide head
visits South African schools

Headboy Philani Mpofu and head-
girl Deena Martin of De La Salle Holy
Cross College, in Victory Park, Johan-
nesburg, with De la Salle Brothers’
worldwide head Br Robert Schieler.

Trump’s ‘Muslim ban’ slammed in SA
STAFF REPORTER

RELIGIOUS leaders, including
Catholics, have registered
their protest at the executive

order issued by US President Donald
Trump that bars citizens of seven
majority-Muslim countries from en-
tering the United States. 

The executive order, which was
sharply condemned by the US bish-
ops’ conference, bans travellers from
Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan,
Syria and Yemen from entering the
US for 90 days. It also bans refugee
admissions for 120 days and Syrian
refugee admissions indefinitely.

The Diakonia Council of

Churches, a KwaZulu-Natal body
founded by Archbishop Denis Hur-
ley, called the travel ban “short-
sighted and ill-informed by facts”. 

The council cited statistics issued
by Human Rights Watch according
to which the average number over
a ten-year period of Americans to be
killed in the US annually by Muslim
immigrants is two. Far-right US ter-
rorists kill an average of five Ameri-
cans a year, and Islamic jihadists 15.

Among greater threats to Ameri-
can lives than Muslim immigrants
are armed toddlers, who kill an an-
nual average of 21 a year, and other
Americans, who kill an average of

11 737 a year.
“[President Trump] is targeting

the wrong risk to American lives,
and should, but won’t, target gun
ownership and the irresponsible use
of firearms within the US,” said the
Diakonia statement, signed by its
chair, Rev Ian Booth. 

“The source of our fear is not so
much in the leader himself, frighten-
ing as his stance may be, but in what
and who he represents—people who
think like that in his country. 

In a memorandum issued to
Frances Chisholm, US consul-gen-
eral in Durban, leaders from the
city’s Christian, Muslim, Jewish and

Hindu communities note “the
power of religious collaboration
that is characteristic of this city and
has been for over 150 years”.

The signatories—who included
Bishop Barry Wood and Paddy Kear-
ney, chairman of the Denis Hurley
Centre—requested that their memo-
randum be submitted to US secretary
of state Rex Tillerson and through
him to Mr Trump.

The memorandum notes that in
Durban “people of different faiths
cooperate respectfully in the fields of
business, government, civil society,
academia, media and the arts”, and
observes that this “has been the ex-

perience in various places across the
US, one of the earliest countries to be
built on a commitment to religious
pluralism and tolerance”.

The signatories signalled their
alarm “at recent executive orders by
the new president, and rhetoric
from him and members of his ad-
ministration, which seek to exploit
and encourage religious intoler-
ance.”

The memorandum urged the US
administration to “reconsider their
behaviour, to return to the true val-
ues of the American republic, and
also to be inspired by the example
of a city like Durban”. 

STAFF REPORTER

THIS weekend will see the of-
ficial opening of a perma-
nent exhibition on the life

and work of Archbishop Hurley at
the Denis Hurley Centre (DHC) in
Durban. 

The Local History Museums
Department of Durban municipal-
ity has funded and designed the
exhibition, entitled “Guardian of
the Light”, which opens on Febru-
ary 11. 

The title of the exhibition
draws from a phrase used by the
late author Alan Paton to describe
Archbishop Hurley, who led the
Church in Durban from 1946-92. 

It is also the title of Paddy
Kearney’s biography of the arch-
bishop, who died on February 13,

2004, at the age of 88.
The exhibition features dozens

of historic photos and informa-
tion about Archbishop Hurley’s
life and ministry. It is laid out in
the form of seven thematic pan-
els that touch on different as-
pects: his care for the poor, his
interest in education, his role in
Vatican II, and so on.  

These then connect with work
at the DHC today, a living legacy
that seeks to continue his min-
istry.  

There is also a detailed timeline
which shows Archbishop Hurley’s
life alongside the span of the 20th
century and key events in the
world, South Africa and the
Church.  

The introductory panel fea-

tures the iconic picture of Arch-
bishop Hurley at the Freedom
March in the late 1980s—taken
just outside the site of today’s
DHC, on what is now Denis Hur-
ley Street.  

The exhibition will be offi-
cially opened by Saydoon Sayed
of the World Council for Reli-
gions and Peace, and retired An-
glican Bishop Michael Nuttall. 

Entrance to the exhibit is free
during the DHC’s opening
times—every day from 8:00 to
17:00, next to Emmanuel cathe-
dral.  

The Facebook page #Den-
isHurleyCentre provides previews
of many of the images and a
chance to comment on them and
share them.

Visitors get a
sneak preview of
the new permanent
exhibition on the
life of Archbishop
Denis Hurley, set
to open at the
Denis Hurley Cen-
tre in Durban this
weekend. (Photo:
Sithembiso Shoba)

Pilgrimage to Fatima
100th anniversary

Exclusive accommodation
close to shrine

Packages start from R32 995.00 
per person incl. Airport taxes

Pilgrimage to Fatima,
Salamanca, avila, 

Loyola, Lourdes and
Paris

Led by Fr. Justin Stirton
11 June – 21 June 2017

R 29 995.00 incl. Airport taxes

Life of Christ Pilgrimage
to The holy Land

Led by Fr. alfred Igwebuike
05 July – 14 July 2017

R 22 995.00 incl. Airport taxes
Tel: 012 342 0179/Fax: 086 676 9715 

info@micasatours.co.za

New Hurley exhibit to open

Springfield Convent Senior School, founded in 1871, is a Catholic school for girls in
the Dominican tradition, situated in beautiful gardens on Wynberg Hill, Cape
Town. The school has a caring atmosphere, a proud academic record, vibrant

Music, Drama and Art Departments and excellent facilities for Sport.

IT/MEDIa STuDIES TEaChER: GRaDES 8 – 11 /
TEChnoLoGy TEaChER: GRaDES 8 & 9 / IT TRaInER

SPRINGFIELD CONVENT
SENIOR SCHOOL

The successful applicant will need to
• be a qualified teacher with appropriate experience
• be  SaCE registered
• have a talent and passion for teaching 
• have qualities that inspire girls in an inclusive academic school
• be able to subscribe to the Catholic ethos of Springfield

Closing date: 28 February 2017

A competitive salary package will be offered.  Please apply in writing to:
The Principal, Springfield Convent Senior School, St John’s Road WYNBERG,
7800, Email: headmistress@springfieldconvent.co.za giving 
details of qualifications, experience and names of two contactable referees.

The School reserves the right not to proceed with the filling of the post.  An 
application will not in itself entitle the applicant to an interview or appointment,
and failure to meet the requirements of the advertised post will result in applicants 
automatically disqualifying themselves from consideration.

Please note no faxed applications will be considered and only those applicants 
invited for an interview will be contacted.

april 2017

Springfield is a member of the Independent 
Schools’ Association of Southern Africa.

onE PoSITIon

Right to life violated
Continued from page 1

right to life. By undercutting basic standards of
care, what we have seen is contempt for the right
of vulnerable people to the basics of a decent life.
This has resulted in disastrous, and in many cases,
lethal consequences,” the Jesuit Institute said. 

It called for remedial action in both the short
and long term. 

Those responsible must be held accountable,
“and make suitable reparations according to the
gravity of the damage”. 

“Those in public service, whether they directly
participated or were complicit in what has hap-
pened, should not be allowed near vulnerable peo-
ple, especially mental health patients, in future,”
the statement said.

The Jesuit Institute called on the state to “insti-
tute a comprehensive review of its practices, in
both state mental health and in the private mental
health sector, especially those parts of the private
sector with which the state works, so that this out-
rage never happens again”.
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German bishops: Some remarried
may receive Communion
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made by Christians in the land of

Christ in Jerusalem.
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By PHILIPPE VAILLANCOuRT 

EVEN though medical assistance in
dying has been legal in Quebec,

Canadafor almost a year and in the
rest of Canada for a few months,
Bishop Noel Simard of Valleyfield
has not yet come to terms with this
new reality. To him, medically as-
sisted death is just plain euthanasia. 

Bishop Simard acted as a
spokesman for Quebec and Canada’s
Catholic bishops on issues related to
life. The bishops have not been able
to persuade the legislators to refrain
from legalising euthanasia and as-
sisted suicide. Despite his numerous
interventions on the issue, Bishop
Simard had to watch this new para-
digm reshape the Canadian medical
world.

“I’ve seen people die, many. We
all assume that terminally ill patients
desperately wish to die. But it isn’t
the case: What they long for, first
and foremost, is someone to hold
their hand and accompany them,”
said Bishop Simard.

He said this whole process helps

them give meaning to their suffering
and reclaim for themselves some dig-
nity. 

“Each individual is becoming his
own standard. No wonder suffering
is being thrown away. It’s an obstacle
to pleasure and enjoyment. In a he-
donistic and epicurean society such
as ours, suffering is a nonsense that
needs to be eliminated. When I’ll no
longer be able to enjoy myself, help
me get out of here,” said Bishop
Simard. 

In today’s society, one’s ultimate
value is too often determined by
what he or she can produce, said
Bishop Simard.

“When we’re no longer able to
produce the things that are valued by
our society, we become a burden,”
said the former ethics professor. 

That specific context is a direct
threat for the sick, the crippled and
the weak.

The bishop said he was troubled
when he saw a study recently pub-
lished by the Canadian Medical As-
sociation suggesting that medical
assistance in dying could eventually

allow the country’s health care sys-
tem to save $139 million (R2 billion)
yearly. Such projections are Bishop
Simard’s worst fears.

“My biggest worry is that eu-
thanasia—now enshrined as a
right—will become a moral duty. I’m
afraid that pressures will be exerted
on individuals to make sure they ask
to be euthanised, because they’ve be-
come a burden, an expense,” said
Bishop Simard. “Beyond medical eu-
thanasia, one must be particularly at-
tentive to ‘social euthanasia’ that
abandons and casts some people
aside, instead of helping and accom-
panying the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our society.”

In the past few months, the Cana-
dian Catholic Church has had de-
bates about the pastoral attitude to
use with people who choose a med-
ically induced death. Some bishops
have opted to refuse funeral rites or
sacraments to people who deliber-
ately want to be euthanised, while
others have said funeral rites could
be offered. —CNS

Bishop warns: Euthanasia
could be seen as a ‘moral duty’

‘Call Me Francis’: TV series
looks at pope’s early life

By CHRIS ByRD 

‘WHAT am I doing in
Rome? People retire at
my age,” a pensive,

melancholy Cardinal Jorge
Bergoglio (played by Sergio Her-
nandez) says early on in Call Me
Francis. Netflix’s miniseries renders
a textured, honest, yet sympa-
thetic portrait of our current pon-
tiff before he was pope.

Having recently arrived for the
conclave that would eventually see
him succeed Pope Benedict XVI,
the Argentine cardinal stands on
his balcony outside St Peter’s
Square as a reverie transports the
76-year-old back to his youth.

Italian director Daniele Luchetti
and his co-writer, Martin Salinas,
use this scene to frame Bergoglio’s
story from his entrance into the Je-
suits to the conclave of 2013.

Originally produced as an Ital-
ian feature film, Call Me Francis
has been recast as a series of four
50-minute episodes, in which Her-
nandez plays the older Bergoglio,
and Rodrigo de la Serna plays him
in youth.

As a Jesuit novice, Fr Bergoglio
displays his arrogance and naiveté
to his superiors when he expresses
his desire to become a missionary
to Japan, confident of his untested
ability to win souls. First, his more
seasoned confreres advise Jorge
that he needs “to learn how to do
simple stuff”.

His theology instructor, Fr
Franz Jalics (Alex Brendemuhl), in-
troduces Bergoglio to Ignatian
spirituality, which encourages be-
lievers to use their imagination to
place themselves amid the scenes
of the Lord’s earthly life.

Fr Bergoglio’s devotion to this
form of meditation brings him to
the attention of Fr Pedro Arrupe,
the order’s superior general. Fr Ar-
rupe made Fr Bergoglio provincial

superior of the Argentine commu-
nity in 1973, when he was only
36.

Fr Bergoglio was provincial dur-
ing a period when strongman Gen
Jorge Videla’s regime killed more
than 7 000 people and more than
30 000 persons suspected of sym-
pathising with the guerillas fight-
ing the government were
“disappeared”.

“When the pain is great, Ignat-
ian discernment is useless,” Fr
Bergoglio says to a Venezuelan
woman he meets in a German
church in the late 1980s.

Though ostensibly in Germany
to study theology, Bergoglio was
really sent there for a very differ-
ent reason that the series doesn’t
mention: Fr Arrupe’s successor, Fr
Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, is said not
to have approved of Fr Bergoglio’s
style as a seminary rector because
of his emphasis on pastoral work
and religious piety. These concepts
were out of fashion among the Je-
suits, who now focused primarily
on social justice instead.

Looking at a painting on the
church’s wall in Germany, the
woman explains that it represents
Mary under her title, Untier of
Knots. This powerful image moves
Fr Bergoglio to tears, begins to lib-
erate him from his pain and in-
forms his work as an auxiliary
bishop in Buenos Aires in the
1990s.

The series’ most moving scene
occurs during this period in Fr
Bergoglio’s life. Enhanced by Ivan
Casalgrandi and Claudio Collepic-
colo’s super-saturated colour cine-
matography, Call Me Francis is
largely true to the difficulty, pain,
controversies and misgivings
which shaped the man who today
challenges Catholics and non-
Catholics alike to reclaim the joy
of the Gospel.—CNS

A scene from the Netflix four-part series Call Me Francis on the life of Fr
Jorge Bergoglio before he became Pope Francis.

Jesus did not
seek popularity

By JuNNO AROCHO ESTEVES 

JESUS did not come into the world seeking
popularity, but rather to be close to those in
need, Pope Francis said. 
The large crowds that would gather around

Jesus wherever he went “had their eyes fixed on
him and he had his eyes fixed on the people,” the
pope said during Mass in the chapel of Domus
Sanctae Marthae. 

“This is the peculiarity of Jesus’ gaze: Jesus does
not depersonalise the people; he looks at each
one” individually, he said. 

The pope reflected on the day’s Gospel reading
from Mark, which recalled the great crowds that
would follow Jesus seeking healing.

Jesus, he noted, “is always in the midst of the
people. He is not with guards who escort him so
that the people will not touch him. No, no! He
remained there and the people pressed in”.

Jesus’ gaze focuses on real people and the real-
ity of their lives, “from the greatest to the small-
est” things in their hearts, the pope said. “He
looks at our great problems, our great joys, and
he also looks at our little things because he is
close. Jesus isn’t afraid of the big things, but he
also considers the small things”.—CNS

By ELIzE HARRIS

THEGerman bishops have pub-
lished their own guidelines on
Amoris Laetitia allowing, in

certain cases, for divorced-and-re-
married Catholics to receive Com-
munion.

The decision by the German
bishops’ conference comes on the
heels of a similar announcement
made by the bishops of Malta.

While the German bishops em-
phasised that access to the sacra-
ments is a question of each
individual case, the new guidelines
do allow the “possibility of receiv-
ing the sacraments in these situa-
tions”.

The guidelines issued by the per-
manent council of the German
bishops’ conference were released
and bear the subtitle “An Invitation
to Renewed Marriage and Family
Pastoral Care in Light of Amoris
Laetitia.”

In the document, the German
bishops said that accompanying
couples in crisis, divorce, and re-
marriage is “a great challenge and
an opportunity to bring the Church
and her understanding of marriage
to people”.

“For the question of the recep-
tion of the sacraments, the bishops
do not see in Amoris Laetitia a gen-

eral rule or an automatism, but
rather, they are convinced that dis-
cerned solutions which do justice to
the individual case are required,”
they said.

In regard to Amoris Laetitia, the
bishops said they will proceed
“from a process of discernment, ac-
companied by a pastoral worker”.

However, they also clarified that
“not all faithful whose marriage is
broken and who are divorced and
civilly remarried can receive the
sacraments without distinction”.

The bishops acknowledge that
marriage is indissoluble, but at the
same time argue that specific atten-
tion should be given to persons’ in-
dividual situations and that
judgments “which do not take into
account the complexity of the vari-
ous situations” should be avoided.

While accompaniment requires
“encouraging people on the way of
life and the Gospel”, they said dis-
cernment should not stop at what
the objective moral situation of
those affected is.

At the conclusion of the docu-
ment the bishops encouraged those
who want to pursue marriage and
family life in the Church “to per-
sonally acquaint themselves with
the groundbreaking text that is
Amoris Laetitia”.

Cardinal Gerhard Müller, prefect

of the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith, meanwhile told
the Italian monthly Il Timone, pub-
lished the same day the German
bishops’ guidelines were released,
that “it is not right that so many
bishops are interpreting Amoris
Laetitia according to their way of
understanding the pope’s teach-
ing”.

“This does not keep to the line of
Catholic doctrine,” he said, stress-
ing that Amoris Laetitia “must
clearly be interpreted in the light of
the whole doctrine of the Church”.

Having so many bishops split off
with their own interpretations “does
not keep to the line of Catholic doc-
trine,” he said, adding that the
pope’s magisterium is able to be in-
terpreted only by the pope or by the
Vatican’s doctrinal congregation”.

Pope Francis has previously en-
dorsed a document by the bishops
of the pastoral region of Buenos
Aires which spells out ways in
which priests should apply the
teachings of Amoris Laetitia , which
echoes the guidelines released by
the Maltese and German bishops.

In his message, the pope said
that “there are no other interpreta-
tions” of the apostolic exhortation
which he wrote at the conclusion of
the two synods on the family in
2014 and 2015.—CNA
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Patriarch: Fast track for Christian
refugees will fuel tensions

Bishop punched at Mass

By CINDy WOODEN 

WHILE there is a need to
evangelise a culture
that tells young people

money equals success and com-
mitments aren’t forever, stop-
ping the “haemorrhage” of
people leaving religious orders
also requires changes from the
orders themselves, Pope Francis
said.

“Alongside much holiness—
there is much holiness in conse-
crated life—there also are
situations of counter-witness
that make fidelity difficult,” the
pope said during a meeting with
members of the Congregation
for Institutes of Consecrated Life
and Societies of Apostolic Life
and representatives of religious
orders.

The congregation held a ple-
nary meeting focused on “fi-
delity and abandonment”,
examining the factors that con-
tribute to a lifelong commitment
to religious vows or to leaving
consecrated life.

According to the Vatican’s
Central Statistics Office, from
the end of 2004 to the end of
2014, the number of religious-
order priests in the world de-
clined by more than 2500 to just
under 135 000; the number of
religious brothers dropped by
471 to just over 54 500; and the
number of women religious fell
by almost 85 000—11%—to
about 683000 religious.

Pope Francis, himself a Jesuit,
said that in some cases it be-
comes clear over time that a per-
son never truly had a vocation to
religious life and it is right for
that person to follow God’s call
elsewhere. But many other fac-
tors can influence a decision to
leave, he said, including situa-
tions within an order or commu-
nity.

“Such situations are, among
others: routine, tiredness, the
burden of running institutions,

internal divisions, the search for
power—“climbers”—a worldly
way of governing the institute, a
service of authority that some-
times becomes either authoritar-
ianism or a ‘live and let live’
attitude.”

Pope Francis told the group
that obviously it is more difficult
for young people to make a life-
long commitment to a vocation
when they are living in a culture
where everything is provisional
or temporary, where people are
encouraged to pursue their
dreams but leave a “door open”
in case it does not work out and
where “self-realisation” is meas-
ured by money and power, not
by fidelity to the Gospel and
Gospel values.

Still, he said, the world of
young people is “rich and chal-
lenging—not negative, but com-
plex”.

“We are not lacking young
people who are very generous,
who act in solidarity and are in-
volved on a religious and social
level, young people who seek a
real spiritual life, young people
who hunger for something dif-

ferent from what the world of-
fers,” he said. “There are marvel-
lous young people and there are
many.”

But the young also include
“many victims of the logic of
worldliness, which can be sum-
marised this way: searching for
success at any cost, for easy
money and easy pleasure”, Pope
Francis said.

The response of the Church
must be to reach out and “to in-
fect them with the joy of the
Gospel and of belonging to
Christ”.

The only way to attract
young people to religious life
and to help members stay, he
said, is to “show the beauty of
following Christ and radiate
hope and joy”.

“When hope diminishes and
there is no joy,” he said, “it’s an
ugly thing.”

Discernment, the pope said,
“does not only mean choosing
between good and evil, but be-
tween good and better, between
what is good and what leads to
identification with Christ”.—
CNS

Pope: Culture alone can’t be
blamed for vocation drop

Nuns carry a cross during a silent march during Good Friday cele-
brations in Durban. (Photo: Rogan Ward, Reuters/CNS)

By CAROL GLATz 

GIVING priority to Christian
refugees for settlement pro-
grammes would be “a trap”

that discriminates and fuels religious
tensions in the Middle East, said
Iraq’s Chaldean Catholic patriarch.

“Every reception policy that dis-
criminates between the persecuted
and suffering on religious grounds
ultimately harms the Christians of
the East” and would be “a trap for
Christians in the Middle East”, said
Patriarch Louis Sako of Baghdad.

The patriarch, speaking to Fides,
commented on an executive action
by US President Donald Trump that
temporarily stops from US entry
refugees from all over the world and
migrants from seven countries. The
document asks that once the ban is
lifted, refugee claims based on reli-
gious persecution be prioritised.

Patriarch Sako said any preferen-
tial treatment based on religion pro-
vides the kind of arguments used by
those who propagate “propaganda
and prejudice that attack native
Christian communities of the Mid-
dle East as ‘foreign bodies’” or as
groups that are “supported and de-
fended by Western powers”.

“These discriminating choices,”
he said, “create and feed tensions
with our Muslim fellow citizens.
Those who seek help do not need to
be divided according to religious la-
bels. And we do not want privi-
leges.”

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle of
Manila, Philippines, president of

Caritas Internationalis, said any pol-
icy that gave priorities to Christians
“might revive some of these ani-
mosities and might even pit Chris-
tians against Muslims, and that also
might generate contrary action from
the Muslims against Christians”.

“This is a time when we don’t
want to add to the prejudice, the bi-
ases and even discriminatory atti-
tudes evolving in the world,” he
said.

The Philippine cardinal said a
ban being applied to specific coun-
tries was akin to “labelling them—
and the migrants coming from those
countries—as possible threats to a
country. I think it is quite a general-
isation that needs to be justified.”

Cardinal Tagle said he asks people
who express reservations about re-
ceiving refugees and migrants,
“Have you ever talked to a real

refugee? Have you heard stories of
real persons?

“Very often, the refugee issue is
reduced to statistics and an abstrac-
tion,” he said, and when people ac-
tually talk with refugees, “you realise
that there is a human story, a global
story there and if you just open your
ears, your eyes, your heart then you
could say, ‘This could be my mother.
This could be my father. This could
be my brother, my child.’

“These are human lives,” he said.
“So, for people making decisions on
the global level, please know that
whatever you decide touches per-
sons for better or for worse. And if
our decisions are not based on the
respect for human dignity and for
what is good, then we will just be
prolonging this problem—creating
conflicts that drive people away.”—
CNS

Crew members are silhouetted in front of an Iran Air poster in Colomiers,
France. Giving priority to Christian refugees would fuel religious tensions
in the Middle East, said Chaldean Catholic Patriarch Louis Sako of Bagh-
dad. (Photo: Regis Duvignau, Reuters/CNS) 

AUXILIARY Bishop Manuel
Cruz of Newark, New Jersey,
told a congregation he was

fine the day after he had been
punched in the mouth by an as-
sailant.

“He did meet and address the
congregation to tell everybody
that he was fine and that, cer-
tainly, people should not be mak-
ing this a matter that they can be
worked up on,” said James Good-
ness, Newark archdiocesan
spokesman. “This was an isolated
incident.” 

The Cuban-born Bishop Cruz, a
Newark auxiliary since 2008, was
celebrating a special Mass for the
late baseball player Robert
Clementine when he was attacked
at the basilica cathedral of the Sa-

cred Heart in Newark. Bishop Cruz
was taken to a hospital afterward
where he received 30 stitches in
the mouth. He was released later
that day and returned to the
cathedral residence.

Charles Miller was arrested by
the Essex County Sheriff’s Office
and charged with aggravated as-
sault. The  prosecutor’s office is
handling the investigation. No
motive was given for the attack.

The bishop told CBS news he
suspects that Mr Miller is mentally
ill, but in the spirit of forgiveness,
he offered Mass for Mr Miller,
praying for him by name.

“Certainly we’re thankful that
law enforcement was on hand and
able to apprehend the assailant,”
Mr Goodness said. —CNS

Bishop Manuel Cruz, (left) and another bishop at a meeting with Bendict
XVI in 2011. Bishop Cruz says he has forgiven the man who punched him
in the mouth at Mass. (Photo: L’Osservatore Romano/CNS)
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Remarriage rule
hypocritical
POPE Francis’ approach on di-

vorced and remarried Catholics,
and the age-old Church rule, is no
doubt very confusing. Not only
confusing but also inconsistent and
largely hypocritical.

“Whatever God has joined to-
gether let no man put asunder!” The
new “human Church” has simply
overridden this old instruction and
now grants what is possibly mostly
unwarranted annulments. 

Certain instances make divorce
tragic because there are innocent
people who suffer as a result, but the
fact is that these were completely
normal and legitimate unions. How
now can they simply be annulled by
bishops and the Church?

My big argument in this matter is
that remarried couples are “identi-
fied” as adulterers whereas they have
entered into a legal union, whether
the human Church accepts it or not.
What about the hundreds of unmar-
ried couples who cohabit? This is bla-
tant fornication but the couples are
not focused on or identified and pro-
hibited to receive Communion and
other sacraments.

It must be accepted that there are
rules to encourage people to live ac-
ceptable lives but clarity and consis-
tency should also be present. The
Church should offer more support
rather than use its power to con-
demn people in contrasting ways.

Brian Gouveia, Bloemfontein

Christian week
WE are proud to have The South-

ern Cross for information, for-
mation and meditation—in an
open Christian perspective.

So it’s a tragedy that The Southern
Cross on its “Saints Calendar 2017”
(December 28) put the Sunday as
day 7—the end of the week.

We as Christians know well that
Sunday is the first day of the week.
We start on Sunday with the resur-
rection (a new life) and we get the
community, the Word, the Bread,
the task, the blessing for the week—
we are on the way. 

I therefore obtained my calendar
for 2017 from a state enterprise.

They have the wisdom and the
courage to put Sunday first. 

We as Christians have a great mes-
sage: Sunday first—and we are ready
to show this to the world.

Please change your calendar and
take it up to offer the world the
Christian message.

Fr Hans Leu,
Otjiwarongo, Namibia

Thank you for your valued feedback.
As we explained in the introduction to
the calendar in the December 28 edi-
tion, we considered this particular
question carefully. We decided after
due consideration that since we hoped
to reach especially schools with the
calendar, it should be structured to
make sense to their weekly routine. We
are happy to review this in the
future.—Editor

All talk on gender
IFULLY concur with Geoff Harris’s
letter (January 25).
Vatican II appealed to women to

“reconcile men with life and above
all we beseech you, watch carefully
over the future of our race. Hold
back the hand of men who, in a
moment of folly, might attempt to
destroy human civilisation”.

Wow! What an admission: men
can be foolish! And implying that
women are wise?

However, if the Vatican were to
complete something like a BEE re-
port annually, they would fail dis-
mally. The Church does not practise
what it preaches. Shame on it!

Jeanette van Heerden,
Johannesburg

CBC Boksburg
IREAD the advertisement in The

Southern Cross (January 11) regard-
ing the magnificent achievements
of the matric class of 2016 at CBC
Boksburg, my old school.

Two pupils were awarded six dis-
tinctions, two four distinctions, and

three three distinctions.
What an achievement! I was one

of the matric class of 1959 at CBC
Boksburg, but our end of year results
were nothing like the class of 2016.

We are often told that the matric
exams we wrote (the JMB) were
much more difficult than those
today. I cannot say.

If any of my fellow “old boys”
care to, they are more than wel-
come to contact me regarding the
“old school”. I would be truly
blessed to hear from any CBC Boks-
burg pupils, particularly Tevo’n
Campbell of the 2016 class; I think
I may know his family.

John Lee, Johannesburg

Age-old roots of
human rights bill
IRECENTLY discovered Bartolome
de las Casas and felt that readers of

The Southern Cross might like to be
acquainted with what he stands for.

He was born in Seville in 1484
and died in 1566.

Because he was shocked at the
way the Indians were treated by the
colonists in South America, he even-
tually wrote to the king of Spain.

De las Casas’ argument is intrigu-
ingly similar to that of the modern
declaration of human rights.

This extract is part of his letter to
the king.“All the races of the world
are men, and of all men and of each
individual there is but one defini-
tion, and this is that they are ra-
tional. All have understanding and
will and free choice, as all are made
in the image and likeness of God…
Thus the entire human race is one.”

Now look at an extract from the
universal declaration of human
rights. “All human beings are born
free and equal in dignity and rights.
They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brother-
hood. Everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedoms set forth in this
declaration, without distinction.”

As we can see, there is little dif-
ference between Bartolome de las
Casas’ vision, written over four cen-
turies ago, and the contemporary
bill of human rights.

Rui de Bivar Oliveira,
Bloemfontein
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

THANK you for your article on the
matric results of private Catholic

schools (January 11). 
However, do spare a thought for

those parents whose children have
recently started their schooling and
are faced with an education system
that does not include all children as
per the Government White Paper
on Inclusive Education.

We would be very interested in
an article on inclusivity at Catholic

schools. How many Catholic
schools cater for those who are in-
tellectually very capable, but face
some barriers to learning and re-
quire more individualised tuition? 

Schools have wonderful mission
statements which actually count for
very little when you find yourself, as
we did, Catholic parents with a child
at a Catholic school, being asked to
find another school.

It seems as though the emphasis

these days is more on the curricu-
lum and not on children, and that
some Catholic schools are more
concerned with their business
model and financial status. It leaves
one feeling very disillusioned with
Catholic education.

Our journey with our intelligent,
gorgeous son has been years of con-
stant struggles to be accepted and
embraced for his differences.

As parents we know that our son
will succeed in life, but certainly no
thanks to Catholic education.

Name withheld

Catholic schools fail on inclusivityEditor: Günther Simmermacher

Where’s the decency?

SO much has been written on
the personality and actions of
US President Donald Trump

that a key word is being drowned
out: decency.

In the debates over the relative
merits of Mr Trump and his team,
it is important to understand that
disagreement over Mr Trump is
not a matter of “liberals” versus
“conservatives”. 

While it is true that Mr
Trump’s agenda falls on the ex-
treme conservative side of the po-
litical spectrum and that
“liberals” are united in opposing
him, it is also true that many con-
servatives, even on the far-right
end, stand in opposition to the
new president.

Established Republicans like
both Presidents Bush, for exam-
ple, categorically refused to vote
for Mr Trump. A significant num-
ber of high-ranking conservative
politicians regard Mr Trump as a
threat to democracy.

It is a mistake to frame criti-
cism of Mr Trump in relation to
his party-political opposition,
which also has severe failings.
The Trump presidency must be
assessed on its own merits. 

The fault lines are not neces-
sarily ideological, though those
also exist. The primary battle-
grounds concern good gover-
nance, and that is tied to the
value of decency. 

The decline of decency is not
limited to the US or even to this
era—South Africa has many tales
to tell in that respect. But the
ways of Mr Trump are threatening
to normalise a callous way of gov-
erning, with the probability that
this will spread to other democra-
cies. Hate is contagious. 

It is striking how Mr Trump in
such a short time has galvanised
a disparate civil society to opposi-
tion. 

When he issued the notorious
executive order that bars entry to
the US to citizens of seven major-
ity-Muslim countries (whose
refugees in some cases are trying
to escape a crisis the US helped
create in the first place), it was
not just the US bishops’ confer-
ence that protested in a state-
ment, but also at least three
cardinal-archbishops. 

This is remarkable, since the
executive order did not concern
the rights of Catholics, life issues
or migration from Mexico—on
which the US bishops have com-
mented widely—but people of an-
other religion. 

Cardinal Cupich, the arch-

bishop of Chicago, called the
order contrary to Christian val-
ues. 

Bishop Robert McElroy of San
Diego warned that it was “the in-
troduction into law of campaign
sloganeering rooted in xenopho-
bia and religious prejudice”.

These are strong words from
men who are versed in political
diplomacy.

Critique of Mr Trump is not in
itself about partisan politics. In-
herently, it is about decency, in
the president’s personal attributes
and in his policies. Mr Trump
never presented himself as a man
of personal propriety. His election
campaign was filled with the
rhetoric of hate, fear and lies, and
his presidency has not risen
above that.

While one may find merit in
some of Mr Trump’s policies—
Catholics may applaud his anti-
abortion measures, for
example—the deficiency in de-
cency shown so far by the Trump
administration is alarming, espe-
cially to Christians, for where the
values of decency are absent, love
cannot thrive. And where love is
dead, there is no place for
Christ—other than in empty in-
vocations of his name.

An example from late January
illustrates the point. At Dulles air-
port in Washington DC, security
officials handcuffed a five-year-
old boy—a US citizen with an
Iranian mother—and detained
him for four hours, in line with
Mr Trump’s immigration ban.

White House spokesman Sean
Spicer did not criticise the action
as an anomalous misinterpreta-
tion of policy, but strongly de-
fended the action, describing the
American pre-schooler as a poten-
tial “security threat”. 

The White House approves of
the handcuffing and detention of
pre-school children! Where is the
humanity in that? How can peo-
ple of decency not be over-
whelmed by shock, grief and
anger at such callousness?

Disputes over policies and laws
and political appointments will
always divide people. But people
of goodwill and humanity, in-
cluding and especially the people
of God, must be united—in South
Africa, in the United States and
everywhere in the world—in
standing up for decency, for its
absence diminishes us all. 

Where there is no decency,
there is no love. And where there
is no love, Christ finds closed
doors. We must open them.  
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FEBRUARY is known as the month of
love. Well, mostly commercially, be-
cause it is month when most people

celebrate Valentine’s Day.
On this day love is expressed by the ex-

changing of gifts of flowers and chocolates
with bows of red and white ribbon. People
dress up and take each other for dinners,
some of which may include the hoped-for
“surprise”. 

School kids dress in red and white and
take flowers and gifts to their teachers. On
Robben Island a mass wedding ceremony
is held for couples who want to tie the
knot on this special day of love. On Valen-
tine’s Day it is all about expressing and
showing that we love. This day draws our
attention to love—to romantic love.

Drawing our attention to love is exactly
what Mother Teresa did. She drew the
world’s attention to love—of course, not to
romantic love, but to an unselfish love in
which we are called to give our lives for
others, just as she gave her life for the
thousands of poor living in the gutters of
Kolkata, that Indian city of 14,1 million in-
habitants. 

So let’s survey a few quotes from this
great saint as an inspiration for us to love
others in the same way as she did:

“I know God won’t give me anything
I can’t handle. I just wish he didn’t trust
me so much.

“Live simply so others may simply live.”
(Often incorrectly attributed to Gandhi.)

“I want you to be concerned about
your next-door neighbour. Do you know

your next-door neighbour?”
“Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for,

forgotten by everybody, I think that is a
much greater hunger, a much greater
poverty than the person who has nothing
to eat.”

“We ourselves feel that what we are
doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the
ocean would be less because of that
missing drop.”

“Love begins at home, and it is not how
much we do... but how much love we put
in that action.”

“Peace begins with a smile.”
“Be faithful in small things because it is

in them that your strength lies.”
“Joy is prayer; joy is strength: joy is

love; joy is a net of love by which you
can catch souls.”

“Spread love everywhere you go. Let no
one ever come to you without leaving hap-
pier.”

“One of the greatest diseases is to be
nobody to anybody.”

“The miracle is not that we do this
work, but that we are happy to do it.”

“If you judge people, you have no
time to love them.”

“Kind words can be short and easy to
speak, but their echoes are truly endless.”

“If we have no peace, it is because we
have forgotten that we belong to each
other.”

“Our life of poverty is as necessary as
the work itself. Only in heaven will we see
how much we owe to the poor for helping
us to love God better because of them.”

“Intense love does not measure, it just
gives.”

“God doesn’t require us to succeed, he
only requires that you try.”

“Not all of us can do great things. But
we can do small things with great love.”

“Even the rich are hungry for love, for
being cared for, for being wanted, for hav-
ing someone to call their own.”

“If you can’t feed a hundred people,
then feed just one.”

“Let us touch the dying, the poor, the
lonely and the unwanted according to the
graces we have received and let us not be
ashamed or slow to do the humble work.”

“I have found the paradox—that if
you love until it hurts, there can be no
more hurt, only more love.”

St Teresa of Kolkata, pray for us!

23 thoughts from a saint

Mother Teresa is seen on a banner at her
order’s motherhouse in Kolkata.

I GIVE a tenth of my income as a
thanksgiving to God. This is not for
some magic hocus pocus prosperity

church “theology”, but as a considered
act of thankfulness for the goodness of
the Lord. 

I don’t do it to get anything, but be-
cause I have got so much as blessing, and
the only response is thankfulness.

I’ve undergone a gradual conversion to
the idea of a full tithe. This has not been
an easy process and there have been major
thought challenges on this journey. 

I also don’t write about this here to
show off, but simply as an invitation for
Catholics to look more closely at the prac-
tical thanksgiving that we participate in to-
gether. 

My tithe, or tenth, is given to the parish
where I am the pastor for the work of the
Church. (For those interested, my tithe
number on the parish reporting for
“Planned Giving and Tithing” is 21.)

Many will talk about a “tenth” of “time,
talent and treasure”. This is an important
concept and I fully support this idea. But
today I’m focusing only on the “treasure”
part.

As a young priest in Soweto, I partici-
pated in an extended discussion on the Ka-
belo/Isondlo programmes—essentially a
church dues initiative. The problem was
that thought on this had stagnated and
that the dues were set at a monthly contri-
bution of R2 or R5.

Often, Catholics would contribute
nothing more than that, lulled into com-
placency by the “poor-and-black” mental-
ity of missionaries who were no longer
there, but whose condescension had be-
come ingrained. 

In the Soweto deanery, we eventually
came to the point of suggesting that the of-
fering be 2% of what a person earned. This
programme of giving helped the Soweto
deanery come to the deeper self-sufficiency
and ownership of the Church.

And yet, this was not the end of my
journey. In Coronationville, the idea of
the Tenth began to bug me. In that com-
munity, as in many others, the Church

was haemorrhaging Catholics to Prosper-
ity Churches. 

If you’re struggling, the promise of un-
told wealth for little effort except faith in
a pastor and giving a tenth seemed like a
formula for success. Many would leave the
Church and happily part with a tenth. And
then return and never do that again—until
they left for the next pastor.

It is here that I decided that I couldn't
ask for a tenth without giving a tenth. So I
started—and haven't stopped since.

The needs of our communities are great.
I firmly and passionately believe the

Catholic Church is the best-placed organi-
sation to do something about the needs. 

Yet, we are severely hampered by the in-
stitutionalised giving mentality of many
Catholics. They were given a tickey to put
into the plate in 1922 and have never
grown up. They still put in a tickey…

Many of the services that the tithe in
the Kingdom of Israel, as we know from
Genesis, was to cover are now covered by
the state and its tax collection: infrastruc-
ture, health, education and welfare. But
the tithe was never about a tax—there is a
clear distinction between a tithe which is
personal and voluntary (no, not like eTolls)
and taxes which are part of the social sys-
tem. Expected and extracted.

Our giving is an offering of gratitude to

God for God. Basically. It's an injunction
that Our Lord never rescinds in his preach-
ing. In fact, he reinforces the principle I be-
lieve in the way that the “Render unto
God” idea is counter-posed to the “Render
unto Caesar” idea. Caesar was tax and
force, unto God was a generosity born of
mindfulness and thanksgiving.

Being unafraid to face this as a Catholic
has been deeply liberating to me. I give to
the parish not because I know how much
it costs to run it. It has been a three-year
struggle to produce clean financials in my
parish. That's not the point. The point is
that I believe in the Church and my tenth
is my act of “paying it forward”, a way that
I can offer to those I can see a sign of the
generosity of the God I can’t see.

I recently participated in a dialogue at a
fantastic church in Randburg. It was an
amazing experience. Many, many people
employed full-time. An amazing campus.
Well-organised, smooth-running. 

What impressed me the most though
was the attitude of thanksgiving and
thankfulness that marked their lives. The
church for them was the centre of their
world with its countless programmes and
many outreaches and ministry opportuni-
ties. I was struck that the key to their lives
was an attitude of thankfulness.

Many will defensively argue that they
give a lot to family and charities. I trust
their generosity. But the tithe is not about
charity or family—it is a personal, consid-
ered choice. You may not be able to tithe a
tenth because of your commitments and
debt and school fees and medical aid. I un-
derstand. I’m not asking for what you can’t
do. Each must give, as St Paul says, ac-
counting to their heart. I know where my
heart is pushing me.

So to tithe is to give a tenth of one’s in-
come (cash and cash equivalents) as a “pay-
it-forward” in thankfulness. Not a due, not
a tax, not a pressure nor a force. Simply as
a way of saying: “I’m so blessed in so many
ways—and I want to share that blessing.

10 percent: Why I tithe

The word “tithe” means to give a tenth of
one’s income. In his article, Fr Townsend
explains why he gives a tenth of his in-
come to the parish he serves.

PERSPECTIVES The Southern Cross, February 8 to February 14, 2017 7

Will Christ reign
for 1000 years?

The book of Revelation 20:1-6 tells us that
Christ will return to earth and reign as king
for one thousand years in the company of his
devoted followers. Only after that, it seems,
the Last Judgment will happen. How does the
Church understand this text? Ricardo

CHRIST’S physical return to this world to
reign for 1000 years before the Last Judg-
ment has never been the teaching of the

Catholic Church. 
If it were an important article of faith, we

would expect it to feature in the Apostles’ Creed
of the first century or other professions of the
faith dating from the earliest times. All these
creeds bluntly say: “He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God, the Father
Almighty. From there he shall come to judge the
living and the dead.” 

Yet we are told: “I saw the souls of all who had
been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus...
They came to life, and reigned with Christ a
thousand years. This is the first resurrection”
(Rev 20:4).

This text, like much of the rest of Revelation,
was disclosed to the author through visions dur-
ing a period of fierce persecution. The prophetic
message was that all earthly powers would be
crushed by a triumphant Christ, but because of
the vigilance of the persecutors, the author was
careful not to say this explicitly. He used symbols
and allegorical references that had a significance
only to contemporary Christians, giving them
hope. 

In later years, the text was literally under-
stood. Then in the fourth century the opinion
grew that it was allegorical and could not be
taken literally. St Augustine’s view was that the
1000-year period symbolises the time between
Pentecost and the Last Judgment. The first resur-
rection refers to those baptised in Christ who are
to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Interpreting the symbolic language contained
in Revelation and the imagery of references to
animals, numbers, colours and heavenly bodies,
has never been plain sailing, even for serious
scholars of the Bible.

The dramatic descriptions and rather fright-
ening situations in Revelation must be received
by the Church in the spirit of confidence. We
must admit that there is much that is metaphor-
ical and obscure to today’s readers but, at the
same time, there is the earnest message: the
Church will weather the storms of persecution,
dissension and threats to its survival.

No crisis, no matter how horrifying or de-
pressing, must cause us to despair. 

Revelation assures us that Christ will triumph:
“He who testifies to these things says: ‘Surely I
am coming soon’. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”

n Send your queries to Open Door, Box 2372, Cape Town,
8000; or e-mail: opendoor@scross.co.za; or fax (021)
4653850. Anonymity can be preserved by arrangement, but
questions must be signed, and may be edited for clarity. Only
published questions will be answered.

Michael Shackleton
Open Door

Judith Turner
Faith and Life

Fr Chris 
Townsend

Pastor’s Notebook
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New SACBC Laity 
Council launched

BY MANDLA ZIBI

THE SACBC Laity Council, an initiative
that has been several years in the mak-
ing, finally became living reality when

it was launched at the plenary of the South-
ern Catholic Bishops’ Conference in Pretoria. 

“In line with the teaching of Vatican II’s
call for a deeper participation of lay people in
the life and mission of the Church, the
Church in our region is celebrating a historic
moment which should be embraced by all as
the mission of the Church is brought more
and more closer to all of us,” said Malatsi
Leonard Kope, the chairperson of the new
council.

The council is envisaged to be a link be-
tween the Church hierarchy and the faithful
and will draw on the experience of lay struc-
tures such as parish pastoral councils, dean-
ery pastoral councils, and others to provide
the parishes, deaneries, dioceses with the wis-
dom of the laity for the good of the Church.

According to its constitution, lay Church
leaders “are called to share with one another
and with the clergy and/or hierarchical or-
dained leadership of the Church, their in-
sights honestly, with courage, sincerity,
respect and prudence through the relevant
structures”.

The Laity Council is intended to serve as
a “special resource vehicle to communicate
all the necessary concerns, observations, sug-
gestions and other relevant matters” to the
bishops’ conference, through the Depart-
ment for Formation, Life, and Apostolate of
the Laity.

The council is also expected to share in-
formation with the “lay faithful about the is-
sues, directives, teachings and other relevant
matters from the bishops and the Church. In
this way the Church is strengthened by unity
of effort that is achieved in reverence, respect
and charity.”

Mr Kope described the laity council as a
fruit of Vatican II, which emphasised the im-
portance of lay structures and their leader-
ship in the life of the Universal Church. 

“After the conclusion of [Vatican II] we
saw more awareness and the importance of
the laity in the life of the Church being given
more attention. The Church called for the re-
newal in the life and the role of the Church
with regard to the laity,” he said.

But despite this awareness there remains a
fundamental lack of understanding of the lay
faithful and its role in the Church’s mission,
Mr Kope said. 

“To many of us lay faithful, there is a no-
tion that the only real vocation in the
Church is in the ordained or vowed priest-
hood and religious. We still believe the
Church is the ordained office, and that the
priests and religious are the only ones who
are called to serve.”

Mr Kope maintained that the actual teach-
ing of the Church is that lay people have a
distinct and very real role in the spreading of
the Gospel, “which the Church desperately
needs them to carry out with authority, cre-
ativity and power that the Holy Spirit has
given to them in baptism”, he said.

He described the launch of the Laity
Council a “historic moment in our region”.

“We would like to sincerely thank our
bishops for bringing awareness and encour-
aging the lay people to play a distinct role in
the life of the Church, under the Department
for Formation, Life and Apostolate of the
Laity,” he said.

Mr Kope called on the Catholic lay faithful
to encourage the youth to “go to school and
study hard” and attend Catholic schools to
be formed through Catholic education. Adult
faithful, he said, must “to be good profession-
als who will in turn Christianise the secular
culture for the benefit of humanity”.

Further explaining the relationship be-
tween the clergy and the laity, Mr Kope
quoted Pope Benedict XVI in his message to
the International Forum of Catholic Action
in 2012: “Lay women and men should not be
regarded as collaborators of the clergy, but
rather as people who are genuinely co-re-
sponsible for the Church”.

This, Mr Kope said, “is a powerful and em-
powering call to all of us and we can all ben-
efit greatly from it”.

Bishops of Southern Africa at their plenary session in Pretoria. In front are (from left) SACBC
first vice-president Bishop Sithembele Sipuka of Mthatha, president Archbishop Stephen Brislin
of Cape Town, and second vice-president Bishop Valentine Seane of Gaborone. Papal nuncio
Archbishop Peter Wells is at right, second row from front. See page 2 for his address to the
bishops. (Photo: Mathibela Sebothoma)
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Jesuits, Methodist team up
for Lenten book of reflections
TWO Jesuits teamed up with a Methodist

minister to write a book of daily Lenten
Reflections, titled Deepening Friendship

with God and published by the Jesuit Insti-
tute.

The 128-page book was written by Jesuit
Fathers Anthony Egan and Russell Pollitt, and
Methodist Rev Trevor Hudson.

The book offers a reflection for each day,
based on the Scripture texts of the day, begin-
ning on Ash Wednesday and ending on the
last day of the Easter Octave (the Second Sun-
day of Easter). 

“This year each day’s reflection is followed
by three questions to help the reader enter
into a time of prayer,” said Fr Pollitt. “There
are also poems which were especially written,
thematically, for the beginning of each
week.” 

Rev Hudson has worked with the Jesuit In-
stitute for many years. Recently he was part
of the institute’s Spiritual Director’s Training
team. 

“Rev Hudson’s commitment to the spiri-
tual life, and his wonderful insights into how
God is active in our daily lives, brings another
level of depth to this text,” Fr Pollitt said. 

The days of Lent were divided up between
the three writers to try and make the text as
rich as possible, the priest said. “The aim was
to make the text practical, grounding it in a

contemporary lived
experience of faith.”   

In the foreword,
Fr Michael Lewis SJ,
president of the
Conference of Jesuit
Provincials of Africa
and Madagascar,
says: “This book
helps us open up
generously to God.
[It] is simple and
clear and I recom-
mend it to anyone
who wants to take

their journey through Lent seriously. This text
will help you to be alone with God and have
a new and refreshed look at the world after
the 40 days of Lent are done.” 

Theologian Dr Nontando Hadebe also
commended the book “for its rich and varied
insights that nurture one’s friendship with
God”. 

Deepening Friendship with God also re-
ceived praise from outside the Catholic
Church. Dr Johan Geyser of the Mosaïek
Church in Johannesburg said that “this book
might just be a life-transforming experience”. 
� The book is available from the Jesuit Institute
at R100 plus p&p. Contact lent@jesuitinsti
tute.org.za 

Leaders of the new SACBC Laity Council.

The Augustinian Sisters of the Mercy of Jesus celebrated their 125th anniversary in South Africa, along with Au-
gustinian friars. This journey began when nine sisters from France established themselves at Estcourt where a
school, hospital and church were started. Today the sisters are present in Bothashill, Estcourt and Pomeroy.

Three pupils at St Dominic’s Priory junior school in Port Elizabeth excelled at the Southern Africa junior chess
championships. Nicholas Hargreaves, the school’s top senior primary player, secured 4th position in the Nelson
Mandela Bay u/12 A team. Keenan Naidoo and Ethan Fortuin participated in the event for the first time. Keenan
placed 2nd and Ethan 5th in the u/10 B team.

Nicholas Hargreaves Keenan Naidoo Ethan Fortuin

Pictured are the matrics of 2017 at Holy Rosary School in Edenvale, Johannesburg, as they prepare foir
the final year of their shool career.

Grade 2 boys at St Benedict’s College in Bedfordview, Johannesburg,
pray on their first day of school.

Two members of
the Catholic

Women’s League
were awarded by

the organisation for
a combined 100

years of service to
the Church and the

league. Vera
Crowther (right)

and Antoinette
“Netty” Commins

(left) received their
50 years of service

badges at the
Cape Town CWL’s

annual general
meeting.

Thembile Chiya, a
member of Soldiers
of Christ the King,
the children and
youth association
from Sacred Heart
Mahobe mission in
the umzimkulu dio-
cese, in Kwazulu-
Natal, was honoured
for her many years of
membership. With
her is her mother, An-
gelina Chiya.

Grade 8s (from left) Siani van Aardt, Buhle Tolom and Sarah Benn at their
Orientation Day at the beginning of the year at St Dominic’s Priory high
school in Port Elizabeth.
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IN a craftsman’s workshop on the edge of
Rome’s Campo Verano cemetery,  Anna Citelli
and Raoul Bretzel are fashioning biodegrad-

able burial pods.
Their prototype is an egg-shaped sarcophagus

that can hold a corpse in the foetal position. A
young tree, chosen ahead of time by the de-
ceased, will be planted over the pod in place of
a headstone. Citelli and Bretzel imagine a future
where “sacred forests” co-exist with cemeteries.

The burial pods are part of a widespread
movement focused on “green burial” practices,
which use decomposable materials and avoid the
use of embalming chemicals.

A growing number of Catholic cemeteries
offer “green burials”, but do so emphasising how
the practices and the motivations behind such a
choice must coincide with Catholic faith.

“By burying the bodies of the faithful, the
Church confirms her faith in the resurrection of
the body and intends to show the great dignity
of the human body as an integral part of the
human person whose body forms part of their
identity,” said an instruction on burial and cre-
mation issued by the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith in October.

The Catholic Church, it said, “cannot, there-
fore, condone attitudes or permit rites that in-
volve erroneous ideas about death, such as
considering death as the definitive annihilation
of the person, or the moment of fusion with
Mother Nature or the universe, or as a stage in
the cycle of regeneration, or as the definitive lib-
eration from the ‘prison’ of the body”.

The Italian pod makers, who named their firm
Capsula Mundi (Latin for “earth pod”) say the
burial process should reflect the natural
processes of the world with the dying and recy-
cling of biological materials by other organisms.

“We are earth and to earth we will return,”
said Mr Bretzel, echoing the words from the
Book of Genesis spoken during the distribution
of ashes on Ash Wednesday. Yet Capsula Mundi
was inspired not by Catholicism or New Age
spirituality but a critique of modern culture.

Consumerism, with the many creature com-
forts it affords, has led people to think of them-
selves as “outside of nature, of the biological
cycle of life,” and thus encouraged them to
counteract the natural process of decay by em-
balming, Mr Bretzel said.

“In ancient times, monks were buried in the
cloister of their abbey; they were wrapped in a
sheet, but laid in the ground,” he said.

Opus Dei Father Paul O’Callaghan, an expert
on Church teaching about end-of-life ques-

tions and a professor at Rome’s Pontifical Uni-
versity of the Holy Cross in Rome, said burial
methods often indicate underlying attitudes
about the afterlife.

Christians recognise, “in all humility, that the
body has to go back to where it came from, it
goes back to the earth”, said Fr O’Callaghan, not-
ing that the words “human” and “humility”
both come from the Latin word humus, meaning
earth.

“The authentic Christian practice,” Fr 
O’Callaghan said, is burial “followed by natural
decay”. The eventual resurrection of the body
promised in the Creed will be the “fruit of divine
intervention”, he said.

The priest said he understands why Catholics
might be motivated to be ecologically aware
when planning for their death and burial.

Burial is more ecological than cremation, Fr
O’Callaghan argued, because the ground can
“just take from the body what it wants, rather
than the body being burned and heating up the
atmosphere” where “most of the organic mate-
rial is actually lost and is turned into CO2”.

But Fr O’Callaghan also cautions Catholics to
understand the philosophy undergirding some
green burial initiatives.

“When you are promoting something” that
deals with death and burial, “normally you have
an anthropology, you have a view of what
human beings are, and how they work, and
where they’re destined,” he said. “There is a re-
ligious element, whether you like it or not.”

For Ms Citelli, “true immortality is to return
to nature. That is where the sharing of and con-
tinuity of life take place. Because the transforma-
tion of the substances, of the organic material,
gives life to death”.

In the Catholic view, when a person dies, it is
not merely that “a part of life has disappeared
and can now sort of get mixed up in the ground
and in the trees and in the plants”, Fr 
O’Callaghan said. “This particular person, who
lived in this particular body, and who was loved
as a person in this particular form, is being re-
membered.”

Because the bodies of Christians have received
the Eucharist during their lives, they have been
carriers of God, the priest said. A corpse should
be seen not only as something loved by other
people, “but also from the religious point of view
as something that's sacred”.

Because proposals for ecological burials vary
from country to country, bishops and bishops’
conferences “need to look into the anthropol-
ogy, the eschatology and the theology behind”
these diverse initiatives, he said.

For Fr O’Callaghan, the important questions
are: “Is there a real affirmation of the human
body” as a “carrier of the Holy Spirit?” Is there
“a clear element of the name of the person?” Is
the commemoration not just of nature, but “of
the person and the life they lived?” How is the
belief in the resurrection represented?

“Very often that is represented by a headstone
with a cross, which represents the power and sal-
vation won by Jesus Christ,” he said. Compara-
ble symbolism, along with the name and dates
of the individual’s birth and death, would have
to accompany any Christian form of a green bur-
ial.

“There’s a very powerful message of concrete-
ness, of that particular person who died in this
particular situation, and his name and the date.
The place is there; the cross is there. There is
something that speaks to people in that,” he
said.—CNS

With growing concerns over the ecol-
ogy, two Italian designers are working
to revive what they see as a dying art:
burial. ROBERT DuNCAN looks at the
process of a ‘green burial’ and what the
Church’s view on burial rites is.

Raoul Bretzel and Anna Citelli set up a sample biodegradable burial pod developed by their company,
Capsula Mundi, at their design studio in Rome. Recent Vatican guidelines on cremation and burial ad-
dress the growing trend of “green burials”. (Photo: Paul Haring/CNS)
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WHEN Pope Francis speaks
in Italian or his native
tongue Spanish about

God’s misericordia, translators ren-
der this in English as God’s mercy. 

In contemporary English,
“mercy” is usually associated with
suspending a  punishment or
granting a pardon, as in, “He
pleaded with his would-be assassin
for mercy”, or “Lord, have mercy
on me, a sinner”. 

Such a notion of mercy sits well
with a static view of the world
that emphasises human sinful-
ness. In this view, because of orig-
inal sin, humans will inevitably
fail to uphold God’s laws and so
are in constant danger of eternal
damnation. 

The good news of Christianity
is that God, being merciful, has
sent Jesus to die on a cross and to
rise again from the dead, so that
we might be forgiven and con-
stantly start afresh in our aspira-
tion for heaven. All that is
required is that we are truly re-
morseful and sincerely confess our
sins.

Without a doubt, God’s mercy
includes forgiveness of sins. How-
ever, a spirituality that views us as
locked into a continuous cycle of
sin requiring God’s merciful for-

giveness is in danger of under-
selling the extent and influence of
God’s mercy.  It turns mercy into
something static, whereas the mis-
ericordia that Pope Francis’s talks
about points beyond that.

In Latin, miser means miserable,
unhappy, wretched; and cor means
heart. Accordingly, a popular
preacher describes misercordia as
“having a pain in your heart for
the pains of another, and taking
pains to do something about their
pain”. 

Translations of misericordia into
Germanic languages reflect this
heartfelt reaching-out quality:
Barmhartigheid in Dutch and
Afrikaans and Barmherzigkeit in
German. The syllable “barm” de-
rives from an old Germanic word
for misery; “hart/herz” means
heart.

When a magistrate decides
whether or not to punish an ac-
cused person, all that is needed is
the objective application of a set of
well-known long-standing rules
that constitute the law. 

God’s mercy, on the other
hand, moves beyond the cold de-
mands of a juridical context. It is a
heartfelt reaching-out to us in our
weakness and misery. Because it is
divine, it does not leave us where
we were, but has the power to
change us. 

The late Fr Bonaventure Hin-
wood OFM once remarked: If

we do not acknowledge our own
spiritual growth over the years, we
deny the effectiveness of God’s
Holy Spirit working in us. Put dif-
ferently, we deny the healing and
nourishing power of God’s mercy.

Scholars have pointed out that
when New Testament writings
were first translated from Greek
into Latin, misericordia was chosen
as the translation for the Greek
eleos. The root of eleos refers to oil
that is poured out, and it refer-
ences God's love being poured out
upon the people.  

Thus, when at Mass we say
“Lord have mercy”—Kyrie Elei-
son—we are praying for the out-
pouring of God’s love which, like
oil, not only heals the sick and

nourishes the healthy, but also el-
evates those it anoints to the
stature of royalty.  

Scholars also tell us that the
New Testament writers, in their
turn, used eleos to reference two
frequently occurring Old Testa-
ment Hebrew words: hesed (mean-
ing God’s steadfast covenant love)
and rachamim (God’s tender, com-
passionate love). 

God’s mercy (misericordia, eleos,
hesed, rachamim) is a rich divine at-
tribute that profoundly affects us.

It lifts us up to the status of digni-
fied, holy, covenanted people. 

It locates us in a filial relationshipwith God who loves us immea-
surably and tenderly. 

It invites and empowers us to
reach out to others with this same
kind of love. 

It elevates us to being God’s rep-
resentatives in God’s world. 

It summonses us to serve the
growth of God’s kingdom in what-
ever our life circumstance may be.

It liberates us from the misery
of a meaningless life, guarantee-
ing, instead, that all our daily ac-
tions and interactions are
divinised, no matter how trivial
they may seem. 

Divine mercy assures us that
God values each one of us and
everything we do. Above all, di-
vine mercy does not leave us and
our world unchanged, but is effica-
cious in advancing God’s kingdom
and values on earth.

Receiving God’s mercy and
spreading God’s mercy to others is
not, therefore, simply about push-
ing the reset button to continually
start a never-ending cycle all over
again. It is about moving things
on and changing things for the
better until the reign of God
reaches into every place and into
every heart. 

As a recent papal tweet noted:
“Mercy is not a parenthesis in the
life of the Church; it constitutes
her very existence, making tangi-
ble the profound truths of the
Gospel.” 
n Derrick Kourie is a member of The
Southern Cross’ Editorial Advisory
Board.

How to understand mercy
The Year of Mercy is over,
but our faith’s demand for it
is not. But what exactly are
we to understand by mercy,
asks DERRICK KOuRIE.

Booklets titled Icons of Mercy are distributed in St Peter's Square following
Pope Francis' Angelus at the Vatican on the feast of the Epiphany last
month. In this article, Derrick Kourie argues that our understanding of the
English word “mercy” does not capture the full meaning of the word the
pope uses: Misericordia. (Photo: Ettore Ferrari, EPA/CNS) 



CLASSIFIEDS The Southern Cross, February 8 to February 14, 2017 11

CLASSIFIEDS
Births • First Communion • Confirmation • Engagement/Marriage • 

Wedding anniversary • Ordination jubilee • Congratulations • Deaths • 
In memoriam • Thanks • Prayers • Accommodation • Holiday Accommodation • Personal •

Services • Employment • Property • Others
Please include payment (R1,70 a word) with small advertisements for promptest publication.

The Southern Cross
is a member of the
Audit Bureau of 
Circulations of South
Africa. Printed by
Paarl Coldset (Pty)
Ltd, 10 Freedom
Way, Milnerton. 
Published by the
proprietors, The
Catholic Newspaper
& Publishing Co Ltd,

at the company’s registered office, 10 Tuin
Plein, Cape Town, 8001.

PRAYERS
O MOST beautiful flower of
Mount Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendour of Heaven,
blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity.
O Star of the Sea, help me
and show me where you
are, Mother of God. Queen
of heaven and earth I
humbly beseech you from
the bottom of my heart to
succour me in my neces-
sity. There is none who can
withstand your power, O
Mary conceived without sin,
pray for us who have re-
course to thee. Holy Mary, I
place this cause in your
hands. “Say this prayer for
3 consecutive days and
then publish. Special
thanks to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus and Ss Jude and
Daniel for prayers an-
swered. Anna.
O MOST beautiful flower of
Mount Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendour of Heaven,
blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity.
O Star of the Sea, help me
and show me where you
are, Mother of God. Queen
of heaven and earth I
humbly beseech you from
the bottom of my heart to
succour me in my neces-
sity. There is none who can
withstand your power, O
Mary conceived without sin,
pray for us who have re-
course to thee. Holy Mary, I
place this cause in your
hands. Leon and Karen.
LORD, inspire those men
and women who bear the ti-
tles “husband” and “wife”.
Help them to look to you, to

themselves, to one another
to rediscover the fullness
and mystery they once felt
in their union. Let them be
honest enough to ask:
“Where have we been to-
gether and where are we
going?” Let them be brave
enough to question: “How
have we failed?” Let each
be foolhardy enough to say:
“For me, we come first.”
Help them, together, to re-
examine their commitment
in the light of your love, will-
ingly, openly, compassion-
ately. 

FATHER in heaven, ever-
living source of all that is
good, keep me faithful in
serving you. Help me to
drink of Christ's truth, and
fill my heart with his love so
that I may serve you in faith
and love and reach eternal
life. In the sacrament of the
Eucharist you give me the
joy of sharing your life.
Keep me in your presence.
Let me never be separated
from you and help me to do
your will.
THANkS be to thee, my
Lord Jesus Christ, For all
the benefits thou hast won
for me, For all the pains
and insults thou hast
borne for me. O most mer-
ciful Redeemer, Friend,

and Brother, May I know
thee more clearly, Love
thee more dearly, And fol-
low thee more nearly, For
ever and ever. 

PERSONAL
ABORTION WARNING:
The truth will convict a
silent Church. See
www.valuelifeabortion
isevil.co.za
ABORTION WARNING:
The Pill can abort. All
Catholic users (married or
cohabiting) must be told, to
save their souls and their
unborn infants. See
www.epm.org/static/up
loads/downloads/bcpill.pdf
EMPLOYMENT: Recently
retrenched, mature Catholic
lady seeks part-time em-
ployment. Taking care of
the aged/ companion, light
housekeeping and or after
care. Resides in North
Beach Durban. Phone 084
087 2413.

HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION

GORDON’S BAY: Harbour
Park. Sleeps 2 adults and 2
children. Fully furnished.
R2 100 per week. Phone Al-
ison on 084 577 1356 or
Delton on 083 414 6534.
MARIANELLA Guest
House, Simon’s Town:
“Come experience the
peace and beauty of God
with us.” Fully equipped
with amazing sea views.
Secure parking, ideal for
rest and relaxation. Special
rates for pensioners and
clergy. Malcolm Salida on
082 784 5675 or mjsalida
@gmail.com

CAPE TOWN:
Retreat day/quiet prayer
last Saturday of each month
except December, at
Springfield Convent in Wyn-
berg, Cape Town. Hosted
by CLC, 10.00-3.30. Con-
tact Jill 083 on 021 282
6763 or Jane on 082 783
0331.
Perpetual Adoration
Chapel at Good Shepherd
parish, Bothasig, welcomes
all visitors. Open 24 hours a

day. The parish is at 1
Goede Hoop St, Bothasig.
Phone 021 558 1412.
Helpers of God’s Pre-
cious Infants. Mass on last
Saturday of every month at
9:30 at Sacred Heart
church in Somerset Road,
Cape Town. Followed by
vigil at Marie Stopes abor-
tion clinic in Bree Street.
Contact Colette Thomas on
083 412 4836 or 021 593
9875 or Br Daniel SCP on
078 739 2988. 

Community Calendar
To place your event, call Mary Leveson at 021 4655007 

or e-mail m.leveson@scross.co.za 
(publication subject to space)

This week we congratulate:
February 14: Bishop Kevin Dowling CSsR of
Rustenburg on his 73rd birthday

Our bishops’ anniversaries

SOLUTIONS TO 745. ACROSS: 3 Fishermen, 8
Twin, 9 Policeman, 10 Lionel, 11 Stump, 14 Awake,
15 Sext, 16 Rhoda, 18 Thew, 20 Unpin, 21 Doubt,
24 Butter, 25 Slanderer, 26 Cain, 27 President.
DOWN: 1 Stalwarts, 2 Bilocated, 4 Idol, 5 Heist, 6
Rheims, 7 Esau, 9 Peter, 11 Short, 12 Perpetual,
13 Itinerant, 17 Augur, 19 Wounds, 22 Bleed, 23
Slur, 24 Bean.

Southern CrossWord solutions

Liturgical
Calendar

Year A – Weekdays Cycle Year 1

Sunday February 12, 6th Sunday of the Year
Sirach 15:15-20, Psalms 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-
34, 1 Corinthians 2:6-10, Matthew 5:17-37
Monday February 13
Genesis 4:1-15, 25, Psalms 50:1, 8, 16-17, 20-
21, Mark 8:11-13
Tuesday February 14, St Cyril 
and St Methodius
Genesis 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10, Psalms 29:1-4, 9-10,
Mark 8:14-21
Wednesday February 15
Genesis 8:6-13, 20-22, Psalms 116:12-15, 18-19,
Mark 8:22-26
Thursday February 16
Genesis 9:1-13, Psalms 102:16-21, 29, 22-23,
Mark 8:27-33
Friday February 17, Seven Founders of the
Order of Servites
Genesis 11:1-9, Psalms 33:10-15, Mark 8:34--9:1
Saturday February 18, Saturday Mass
of Our Lady
Hebrews 11:1-7, Psalms 145:2-5, 10-11, Mark
9:2-13
Sunday February 19, 7th Sunday of the Year
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18, Psalms 103:1-4, 8, 10,
12-13, 1 Corinthians 3:16-23, Matthew 5:38-48
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LORD GOD, this candle that I light here
today reminds me of the light that you

enkindled in me at my Baptism.

Renew the flame of your Love in me. Let
it burn away all my egotism, my 

jealousy, my pride and my failure to love.
Let me have a warm and 

generous heart.

Lord, I am not able to remain
here  in this church very 

much longer: 
                                I have to go. So, please 

accept this candle in 
my place. Let it be like a 

part of me that I give to you.

Here, before the image of 
Blessed Mary, Mother of God, 
and imploring her powerful  

intercession, I ask you, as I offer 
you this humble candle, to allow my
prayer to penetrate every activity and

every facet of my life, so that everything
will be shaped and formed by the burning

flame of your Love.

I ask this for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Prayer in the church of St Castor, Koblenz, 
Germany, freely  translated and slightly 
expanded by Fr Barry John Reabow SAC

PRAYER AT THE LIGHT-
ING OF A CANDLE

Your prayer to cut and collect

Traditional Latin 
Mass

Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel
 36 Central Avenue,

Pinelands, Cape Town
Call 0712914501 for details.

Email:sspx.capetown@gmail.com

In tribute to 
Fr XA Kondlo 
(1978-2016) 

register today to be
an Organ Donor

It’s easy at
www.odf.org.za

Toll Free 0800 22 66 11

We can use your old 
clothing, bric-a-brac, 

furniture and books for our
second-hand shop in

Woodstock, Cape Town.
Help us to create an 

avenue to generate much
needed funds for our 
work with the elderly.
Contact Ian Veary on 

021 447 6334
www.noah.org.za

Neighbourhood Old Age Homes

Cardinal: Crazy in love with refugees
By DOREEN ABI RAAD

MANY Western nations
forget that their coun-
tries were built on mi-

grants, said the president of
Caritas Internationalis.

The global crisis of refugees is
“a complex problem,” Cardinal
Luis Antonio Tagle of Manila,
Philippines, said during a visit to
Lebanon, “but we can’t close our
eyes to some of the good things
they are giving to the countries
that receive them, if they are
given a chance.” 

The cardinal met with a group
of more than 100 Caritas
Lebanon staff and volunteers. 

The Caritas president told the
Lebanon team that he, too, “has
migrant DNA” because his Chi-
nese grandfather, at a young age,
was sent to work in the Philip-
pines due to the struggles his wid-
owed great-grandmother faced in
taking care of her children. 

Caritas Lebanon has more
than 15 centres and shelters for
migrants and refugees, ten med-
ical and social centres, and 13
mobile clinics. The country, with
a population of about 4 million,
is hosting about one-third that
number of refugees.

Cardinal Tagle reminded the
Caritas Lebanon group that the
international organisation is the
social service arm of the Church. 

“It embodies love. For us, love
is a person: especially those who

have been forgotten by the
world,” he said.

The cardinal recounted that
in 2015 he travelled to Greece to
visit a refugee camp. 

“Some of my friends said,
‘There are many tourist opportu-
nities in Greece. Who goes to a
refugee camp? Are you crazy?’

“I responded, ‘Yes! Crazy in
love,’” the cardinal said.

“We are all crazy here,” he
said, to applause from the Caritas
Lebanon staff and volunteers. 

He reminded staffers that they
were doing hard, sometimes dan-
gerous work, and he shared exam-
ples of how people have expressed
thanks for Caritas’ help.

In one example, he recalled
his visit to Lebanon in 2016

when he visited Syrian refugees
in Zahle. Cardinal Tagle said he
was approached by an elderly
man who seemed to be the “pa-
triarch” of the settlement. 

“I thought he was singing and
dancing,” the cardinal said, “but
what the man was saying was: ‘I
would like to thank Caritas. You
are the only ones thinking of us.’”

A Caritas Lebanon social
worker said when she was as-
signed in 2007 to assist with the
Iraqi refugee crisis in Syria, she
was astounded when a taxi driver
would not accept payment.

“I will not forget the face of
Caritas,” he told her, explaining
that in 2004 while working as a
labourer in Lebanon, he was as-
sisted by Caritas.—CNS

Philippine Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle of Manila, president of Caritas
Internationalis, speaks alongside Maronite Father Paul Karam, presi-
dent of Caritas Lebanon, during a visit to Beirut. (Photo: Jean
Khoury/Caritas Lebanon/CNS)
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THE French novelist and essayist Leon
Bloy (1846-1917) once made this com-
ment about God’s power in our world: 

“God seems to have condemned him-
self until the end of time not to exercise
any immediate right of a master over a ser-
vant or a king over a subject. We can do
what we want. He will defend himself only
by his patience and his beauty.”

“God defends himself only by his pa-
tience and his beauty!” How true! And how
significant for our understanding of power!

The way we understand power is invari-
ably bound up with how we see power ex-
ercised in our world. Our world
understands power precisely as a force that
can lord it over others, a force that can
compel others to obey. 

In our world, power is understood to be
real only when it can forcibly assert itself
to make others obey it. For us, strong peo-
ple have power, political rulers have power,
economic systems have power, billionaires
have power, the rich and the famous have
power, muscular bodies have power, and
the playground bully has power; power
that can make you buckle under, one way
or the other. 

But such a notion of power is adolescent
and superficial. Power that can make you
buckle under is only one kind of power
and ultimately not the most transforma-
tive kind. 

Real power is moral. Real power is the
power of truth, beauty, and patience. Para-
doxically, real power generally looks help-
less. 

An example: If you put a powerfully mus-
cled athlete, the CEO of a major corpora-
tion, a playground bully, an Academy
Award-winning movie star, and a baby into
the same room, who has the most power?
Ultimately, it’s the baby. At the end of the
day, the baby’s helplessness overpowers
physical muscle, economic muscle, and
charismatic muscle. Babies cleanse a room
morally; they do exorcisms—even the most
callous watch their language around a baby. 

That’s the kind of power God revealed
in the incarnation. Against almost all
human expectation, God was born into
this world not as Superman or superstar,
but as a baby, helpless to care for its own
needs. And that’s how God is still essen-
tially present in our lives. 

Pulitzer prize-winning writer Annie Dillard
suggests that this is how we forever find

God in our lives, as a helpless infant lying in
the straw whom we need to pick up, nur-
ture, and provide with human flesh.

She’s right, and her insight, like that of
Bloy, has huge implications for how we un-
derstand God’s power in our lives and for
how we understand God’s seeming silence
in our lives.

First, God’s power in our lives: When we
examine the biblical account of Adam and
Eve and original sin, we see that the pri-
mary motivation for eating the apple was
their desire to somehow grasp at divinity,
to become like God. They wanted Godlike
power. But they, like us, badly misunder-
stood what makes for genuine power.

St Paul shows us the antithesis of that
in how he describes Jesus in the famous
Christological hymn in the Epistle to the
Philippians. Paul writes there that Jesus did
not deem equality with God something to
be grasped at, but rather that he emptied
himself of that power to become helpless,
trusting that this emptying and helpless-
ness would ultimately be the most trans-
formative power of all. Jesus submitted to
helplessness to become truly powerful.

That insight can shed light on how we
understand God’s apparent absence in our
world. How might we comprehend what is
often called “the silence of God”? 

Where was God during the Holocaust?
Where is God during natural disasters that
kill thousands of people? Where is God
when senseless accidents and illnesses take
the lives of countless persons? Why
doesn’t God forcefully intervene?

God is present and intervening in all
these situations, but not in the way we or-
dinarily understand presence, power and
intervention. God is present the way
beauty is present, in the way a helpless, in-
nocent newborn is present, and in the way
truth as a moral agent is always present. 

God is never silent because beauty, in-
nocence, helplessness and truth are never
silent. They’re always present and inter-
vening, but unlike ordinary human power,
they’re present in a way that is completely
non-manipulative and fully respectful of
your freedom. God’s power, like that of a
newborn, like the power of beauty itself,
fully respects you.

When we look at the struggles within
our world and within our private lives, it
often seems like divine power is forever
being trumped by human power. 

As the cartoon character Ziggy likes to
put it: “The poor are still getting clobbered
in our world.” But, like David, standing
with just a boy’s slingshot before Goliath,
a giant who looks overpowering in terms
of muscle and iron; and just like the apos-
tles being asked to set five little loaves of
bread and two tiny fish before a crowd of
5 000, God always looks underwhelming in
our world.

But we know how these stories end.

CHURCH CHUCKLE

7th Sunday: February 19
Readings: Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18, Psalm
103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13, 1 Corinthians 3:16-23,
Matthew 5:38-48

AT the heart of this religion of ours is the
unbelievable truth that we are invited
into a relationship with the God who

made the infinite galaxies, a God who is
greater than anything that we can begin to
imagine. We glimpse something of this rela-
tionship in the readings for next Sunday.

In the first reading, Moses is being asked
to tell the people of God what the relation-
ship demands, and it can be summed up in
the sentence: “You are to be holy, for I am
holy.”

This is an overwhelming invitation, and
elsewhere in the chapter it is applied to our
behaviour as regards our parents and the Sab-
bath; in our reading it is a matter of refusing
to hate our brother or sister, and the clear im-
plication is that they too belong to God, and
come under our relationship with him.

We also have the command that Jesus cites
as one of the two commandments that really
matter: “You are to love your neighbour as
yourself”, followed by the powerful mantra,
“I am the Lord.”

It is an awesome context into which our
human interactions are placed, and we shall
do well to reflect upon it in the coming week.

The psalm is (as the psalmist always is)
well aware of this relationship, and charm-
ingly exhorts himself: “Bless the Lord, my
soul, and all that is in me bless God’s holy
name.” Not only that, but he is aware of our
human tendency to forgetfulness: “Do not
forget all God’s gifts” (well aware that we
often do).

And this is a God quite unlike any other
deity, “who forgives all your sins…who sur-
rounds you with steadfast love and mercy”. 

Then, as the compilers of our lectionary
leap with cheerful abandon through the text,
he repeats the idea: “The Lord is merciful and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love.”

So this is not a God who is out to get us,
but: “As far as the East is from the West, so far
has he removed our sins from us.”

Also, and [a lovely touch, this]: “As a father
has compassion on his children, the Lord has
compassion on those who fear God.”

This is a God quite unlike any other in the
ancient world; and it loves us!

Paul, in the second reading, still dealing
with the quarrels in Corinth, knows all about
the loving presence of God, and tries to re-

mind them that they are not paying attention
to the things that really matter: “Don’t you
know”, he cries in exasperation, “that you are
God’s Temple, and God’s Spirit is living in
you? God’s Temple is holy—and so are you!” 

We are invited to see how profound this
relationship is; and it has nothing to do with
the cleverness on which the Corinthians were
so priding themselves, and which they failed
to find in Paul: “The cleverness of this world
is stupidity in God’s presence,” he roundly
declares.

So there is no point in fighting over which
apostles you prefer: nothing that is not God
can give us real satisfaction, for: “Everything
belongs to you, whether Paul or Apollos or
Kephas, or the world or life or death” [we can
hardly follow him here] “or things present or
things to come, everything is yours, and you
are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.”

So right at the heart of our world is the
God who made us and who loves us, and yet
wishes to be intimately related to us. 

That is the relationship that leaps out of
the pages of the Gospel for next Sunday.

We are still in the Sermon on the Mount,
with Jesus saying: “You have heard…but I say

to you”; and what counts is not vengeance,
but the love that is God.

“Don’t resist the evil one; no—if anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, offer them the
other one”, and the same for anyone who
asks you for your cloak; you should be pre-
pared, it seems, to be naked. And if a Roman
soldier conscripts you to march a mile, you
can double the dose!

Jesus quotes our first reading: “Love your
neighbour”, but denies the antithesis: “I am
telling you: love your enemy and pray for
those who hassle you.”

And it all goes back to the character of
God, whom Jesus understands as “your Fa-
ther, the one in Heaven”, and of whom he
says, powerfully, that God “makes his sun rise
on the wicked and the good, and rains on the
just and the unjust”.

It all goes back to that fundamental rela-
tionship: “You are to be perfect, just as your
Father, the Heavenly One, is perfect.”

There is something to reflect upon, this
week.

‘You are to be holy’

The powerlessness of God
Fr Ron 
Rolheiser OMI

Final Reflection

Nicholas King SJ
Sunday Reflections

Southern Crossword #745

DoWn
1. Hard-working loyalists
could be the last straw (9)
2. Saint did it, appearing in
two places at once (9)
4. The image of adoration
(4)
5. Is the robbery around
here? (5)
6. French cathedral city of
the English Bible (6)
7. Jacob’s twin (Gn 25) (4)
9. The Rock of the Church
(5)
11. The hand of the stenog-
rapher? (5)
12. Light for the faithful de-
parted (9)
13. Kind of preacher who
wanders? (9)
17. Foretell it’s in the inau-
guration (5)
19. The Samaritan treated
them with oil and wine (Lk
10) (6)
22. Lose blood (5)
23. Speak indistinctly and
insult (4)
24. Could be jelly and could
produce coffee (4)

aCRoSS
3. Job description of Peter
and Andrew (Mt 4) (9)
8. Thomas’s other name (Jn
11) (4)
9. Male cop in disguise (9)
10. One ill man (6)
11. Bit of tree trunk to baffle
you (5)
14. How you stay at the vigil
service (5)
15. Sixth hour of the Divine
Office (4)
16. She came to the door for
Peter (Ac 12) (5)
18. Muscular strength of the
weightlifter (4)
20. Detach (5)
21. Question your faith (5)
24. Dairy product for an
angry goat? (6)
25. Learns Red is a malicious
gossiper (9)
26. The first murderer (4)
27. Mr Trump’s new title (9

Solutions on page 11

AMAN walked up to a Franciscan and Jesuit and
asked: “How many novenas must you say to get

a Mercedes Benz?”
The Franciscan asked: “What’s a Mercedes Benz?”
The Jesuit asked: “What’s a novena?”
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