
16 January Year C

On the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time, a beautiful reading from Isaiah promises vindication which will “shine 
forth like the dawn.” In the First Letter to the Corinthians, we are reassured that each of us has different gifts of 
the Spirit. “There are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.” The Wedding 
Feast of Cana is the centerpiece of John's Gospel. His mother told the servants to follow his orders and Jesus 
performed his first public miracle “and so revealed his glory.”

Monday is the Memorial of St. Anthony, Abbot. Friday is the Memorial of Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr.

During the week we continue with the First Book of Samuel. We hear God's rejection of Saul as king. Then Samuel 
anoints the youngest of Jesse's sons, the shepherd boy David, as king. David kills the Philistine, winning victory 
for the people, in the name of the Lord. Saul becomes jealous of David and plans to kill him but Saul's son, 
Jonathan, changes his mind. David does not kill Saul when he finds him alone in a cave but lets him go. Saul is 
killed in a battle and David grieves.

In Mark's Gospel Jesus is asked why his disciples don't fast. He challenges the religious leaders to have a 
completely open mind and heart to his teaching because “new wine is poured into fresh wineskins.” Jesus is the 
Lord of the Sabbath, bringing a new freedom. It is only chapter three in the gospel, but because Jesus heals a 
withered hand on the Sabbath, the Pharisees already seek to kill him. Jesus withdraws and people from the 
surrounding regions come to him, and even the demons know who he is. Jesus names twelve Apostles to be with 
him, to preach and to drive out demons. Jesus' relatives think he's “out of his mind” because so many people are 
coming to him that he can't even eat.

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time begins to take us through Luke's Gospel. We will follow it for several weeks 
until Lent begins; it picks up again after the Easter season when Ordinary Time returns. It introduces Jesus as 
returning to Galilee “in the power of the Spirit” where he goes to the synagogue and teaches from Isaiah: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.” He ends with the 
stunning words “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Daily Prayer This Week

Ordinary Time is the longest Season of the Church year. There are seven and a half weeks of Ordinary Time this 
year before Lent begins on Mark 2nd. These weeks between the Christmas season and Lent are an important time 
to continue to work on our habits of focusing our desires early in the day and talking with the Lord throughout the 
day, in the background of our busy lives. This is how we become “contemplatives in action” and find intimacy 
with God without leaving the context of our real lives.

How do we do that with the hectic pace of our lives? We hear people say “I don't have time to pray.” It isn't about 
finding more time but more focus in our day with God. With this type of focusing and active consciousness, we 
find ourselves surprised at the time we really do have. There are dozens of times in all of our days during which 
our minds are occupied with something: a song, re-playing the last event, practicing a conversation with someone, 
having an imaginary argument with someone, thinking through the “to do” list of the day. We can learn to fill these 
times with whatever we choose. If we choose to let it be about our relationship with our Lord, it transforms our 
lives.

It all begins with our mornings. This week, when we first get up and perhaps for a few moments in the shower or 
getting dressed, let's tell the Lord that what we desire today is to be more conscious of how what we do this day is 
responding to his call to me to be his disciple. Then, during the day, in those moments while driving or shopping 
or walking down the hall to a meeting, we can talk about how we are living our call in this or that activity we are 
engaged in. That conversation may get more detailed and specific in this or that set of events.

If we add brief reflections of the gospels this week, we will see a very attractive picture of Jesus emerge and we 
can talk with Jesus, in brief moments, about what draws us to him.

Each evening, for even a few moments, we can review our day's momentary conversations, recognizing the 
moments of real connection and grace and giving thanks for them, and resolving to take even greater advantage of 
these opportunities the next day.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Daily Reflection – Second Sunday in OT

The subject of the passage from Isaiah is God’s relationship to the Hebrews during the time following their exile 
in Babylon. The Psalm extolls the glory of the God of Israel. In the excerpt from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, 
he considers the diversity of gifts of the Spirit. The Gospel is the familiar story of the wedding at Cana. Today’s 
readings start and end with a wedding theme - first comparing God’s relationship to God’s people to that of a 
couple and finishing with the story Jesus’ first miracle at the celebration of the covenant between a couple.

Why a wedding for Jesus’ first miracle? I have read a number of suggestions ranging from underscoring the 
importance of marriage to maintaining the family honor. (It is clear that Jesus’ family was intimately involved with 
the event based on His mother making the request for His intervention as well as His family traveling together with 
Him in the Gospel verse following today’s reading.) Others have even suggested that this was only His first public 
miracle. I like to think that the wedding at Cana sets the stage for Jesus’ public life. My sense is that rather than 
for drinking, the water vessels were there for ritual cleansing. I can imagine that Jesus is taking something related 
to prescribed actions and is repurposing it in terms of something that serves relationships. This is part of a pattern 
that I find recurring in the Gospels.

Today’s first reading leads me to infer that God is more opening the door to a relationship than serving as a judge. 
In the Psalm, I see God as a gift giver deserving of our gratitude rather than as a rule maker. Even Paul (who is not 
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one known for being above passing judgment) has a more relationship-oriented message in today’s passage. I find 
myself drawn to St. Paul’s comment on the diversity of gifts. I think about how we are called to respond as 
recipients of God’s gifts. I am moved to consider the current labor market and the historically large number of 
people who are rethinking their role in the workplace. My wife and I are finding ourselves among the 
disproportionate number of people later in their lives who are reassessing how we can best serve in our remaining 
years. Finally, the Gospel may just be preparing us for the replacement of the Old Testament laws with the two 
great New Testament commandments based on relationships: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. My prayer today focusses 
on relationships.

Dear Lord,

As I age, I have the chance to reflect on what might be called a full life. I think back to how meeting my wife gave 
me the first real sense of what unconditional love could mean. This was insightful both in terms of human and 
spiritual relationships. I think about the excessive amount time and effort that I devoted to my career. I realize that 
by the time I was in my early-forties, I had accomplished the goals that I had set out for myself as young academic. 
Distracted by the tasks at hand, it took me that long to start to realize the full importance of relationships. Now in 
my early retirement I find that my wife is my joy, and my grandchildren are my purpose. Still, I feel undeserving of 
the many gifts that I have received. My wife and I find ourselves considering the direction of our relationship with 
the larger community.

Heavenly Father, I acknowledge Your benevolence throughout my life.

Divine Son, I recognize Your continuing call to service.

Holy Spirit, I ask for Your gift of wisdom in using what I have been given to sustain old and to develop new 
relationships.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/011622.html
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SPP PARISH NEWS

MASS BOOKINGS FOR FEBRUARY
Mass bookings will remain as normal for the month of February; all weekday Masses, the Sunday 2pm Cantonese 
Mass, Sunday 4pm English Mass, and 6pm Latin Mass will remain open and available for unvaccinated parishioners 
to book. 

This supersedes earlier announcements on the Mass entry requirements. 

Do note the that bookings for Lunar New Year Masses, weekday Masses, and the first weekend Mass for February 
will open on 25 Jan, 9.00am on MARS.

Masses for Lunar New Year and February 2022
Please note the Mass timings for Lunar New Year 2022:
8.30am Mandarin Mass - for 130 pax
10.30am English Mass - for 130 pax

Both Masses are open only for vaccinated parishioners.

Let us, as one Church, journey together to listen to each other's faith experiences, joys and 
challenges. We invite all Catholics to join in the Synod conversations. Come together in small 
groups of 2 to 5 people to PRAY, REFLECT, SHARE and LISTEN to what God's will might be 
for the Church going forward.  Find the conversation topics, starter questions, the steps to do this 
conversation and access to the submission form on www.catholic.sg/synod  May the Holy Spirit 
be with all of you as you begin your conversations.  

MASS PRAYER PETITION:
We pray for active participation and the grace of openness towards one another so that the 
synodal process, as initiated by Pope Francis, may renew our commitment to walk with one 
another towards the Vision of God for His Church in Singapore. We pray to the Lord. 
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The Office for the New Evangelisation has produced a reflection e-booklet to journey with you throughout 
Lent. They are available in English, Chinese and Tamil. The reflection theme is "The Word Renews".

Please download the e-booklet at: https://bit.ly/Lenten2022 It will be available for download from 13 Feb 
2022 onwards. 



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


