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PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY, INC.  

FOREWORD  

 

The Sigma Light aims to be a source of inspiration and guidance to those interested in becoming a part 

of this great brotherhood of men. The aspiring member must be made aware of the projects, programs, 

practices, aims, and principles of our Fraternity as outlined in this handbook. 

 The General Board has authorized this detailed explanation of the programs of the Fraternity and how 

these programs and principles relate to the ideals of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. Of course, The Sigma 

Light is simply a very preliminary study of the Fraternity. The aspiring member must seek out and 

discover for himself how these principles and this history will affect his future course in the Fraternity. 

Other available references are the issues of The Crescent magazine, particularly the 35th Anniversary 

issue; the first history book of the Fraternity, Our Cause Speeds On, by Brother William S. Savage and 

Brother L.D. Reddick; and the manuals issued by the organization.  

The Sigma Light should always be used as a basic source document by every member of Phi Beta Sigma 

Fraternity in the pursuit of "Culture for Service and Service for Humanity."  

This ninth edition of the Sigma Light was prepared using materials originally published by Brother J. 

Edgar Smith and Brother Frances Hall in 1946 [v1] (Morris Brown Press), revised by Brother William E. 

Doar, Brother Edgar B. Felton, in 1962 [v2] and by Brother Gerald D. Smith in 1981 [v3]. Brother Dr. 

Gilbert H. Francis and Brother Donald J. Jemison expanded and edited this revision in 2004 [v5], with 

technical and legal assistance from Brother Curtis Banks and Brother Daniel J. Tann, Esq. Brother John 

M. Turner, Esq. and Brother Marco McMillian updated the handbook in 2007 [v6] and 2009 [v7], 

respectively. Brother TJ Lewis and his committee edited many historical dates, expanded the Founders’ 

biographies, added the Crescent Club Development Program, and introduced new poems from the 

brotherhood in 2019 [v9]. 

Dr. Gilbert H. Francis, DSC v4 1996 

Donald J. Jemison  v5 2004 

Marco W. McMillian  v6 2007  

John M. Turner, DSC  v7 2009 

Daniel Tann, DSC  v8 2012 

TJ Lewis , DSC   v9 2019 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Special thanks to brothers Tyree M. Stokely, J.C. Stokes, Lorenzo E. Johnson, Mark Pachich, Jeffrey 

Choron, Rafael Matos, Lyric D. Cosby, Andrew Mullen, LeRoy Fullwood Jr., and Dr. Errick Farmer for 

reviewing, editing and proofing this version of the Sigma Light. 
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PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY, INC. 

 

TO SIGMA 

 

Thy scattered sons with lofty hopes and aims, 

Achieving greatness which the world proclaims, 

Regarding life with tenderness sublime, 

And with design which knows no race or clime, 

Appeals to selfish man to serve and love 

God's handiwork created from above. 

PHI BETA SIGMA stands this test of years 

Supremely over blight and cringing fears, 

With unflinching will that cannot fail, 

The sacred cause advances to prevail. 

Give us the conscience staunch and spirit brave, 

To master stormy sea and angry wave, 

And as the curtain falls o'er this brief life, 

We'll march triumphant from this din and strife. 

 

 

- Brother Dr. Benjamin Nnamdi Azikiwe 
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PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY, INC. 

THE SIGMA LIGHT REVISED - THE PROCESS 
 
The dream, which has been fulfilled by this latest revision of the Sigma Light, began as an outgrowth of 
the mandates of Conclave St. Louis #24 – held just after the end of World War II in 1945. The Conclave 
body felt the need to create an introductory booklet to be used to guide prospective members during 
their orientation. Two energetic members of Alpha Sigma chapter, J. Edgar Smith (deceased) and Francis 
Llewellyn Hall (deceased), accepted the monumental task and began the journey which would consume 
the greater part of a year. Brothers Smith and Hall began with only a concept and desire to carry 
through on a task accepted. Working from scratch, they created an invaluable booklet of over 64 pages 
embracing all of the important areas that should be familiar to an aspiring member. Originally, they had 
decided to call the booklet TaBroMo as an allusion to Founders Taylor, Brown, and Morse. 
 
As often happens in the course of events, the final booklet, which appeared in 1946, included several 
additions from other brothers. As a result, the names of J. Edgar Smith and Francis Hall soon became 
less well-known and the original authors received little credit, except that of knowing they had 
performed their originally accepted task. The original Sigma Light, which had a blue cover, was reprinted 
with a white cover in the mid-1950s. In 1962 a new edition of The Sigma Light was written (blue and 
white cover) by a committee headed by Brother Edgar Felton. While the 1962 edition added new charts 
and several sections not in the original, it differed from the original version in that it omitted the poetry 
and many other helpful discussions. By this time, the names J. Edgar Smith and Francis Hall had been 
completely forgotten. 
 

The editors of the ninth edition of the Sigma Light endeavored to move forward by reaching back. This 
edition combined the best of all the previous editions while returning the Crescent Club. Poetry from the 
brotherhood was added. New to this edition are updated lists of International Presidents, Conclaves, 
Editors of The Crescent magazine, members of the Distinguished Service Chapter and our Executive 
Directors. Also new to this edition were several dates, founder’s biographies, Alain Leroy Locke Honors 
Chapter and inductees and the Sigma Beta Club 
 
We extend our thanks and Godspeed to the original authors, J. Edgar Smith and Francis Llewellyn Hall, 
and all who have carried on their noble tradition. 
 
The fifth edition was dedicated to the memory of "Mr. Sigma", a title affectionately used to describe a 
true giant in Sigma History, the late Brother William E. Doar, Jr., National Executive Director Emeritus. 
 
The sixth edition included updated information on the history, progress, and philosophy of Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 
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CHAPTER 1            

 INTRODUCTION TO PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY, INC.  

Requirements for Membership 

The requirements for membership in Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. are based on two sources: The 

International Constitution and the prerequisites established by each college or university. Each aspirant 

must meet both standards before being considered for membership in the Fraternity.  

 

The International Constitution provides the minimum requirements for membership; however, the 

regional and local chapter constitution may require qualifications over and beyond the International 

Constitution, but they may not require less than the International standards. 

 

In addition to the international, regional and local requirements, each college or university will have 

prerequisites for students interested in joining a Greek-letter organization. The institution has the right 

to control the activities of members of the college community by requiring certain scholastic averages 

before participation in any extracurricular activities. Each aspiring member must consult his college or 

university for those qualifications. 

 

As a Fraternity dedicated to the ideals of Brotherhood, Scholarship and Service, the requirements for 

membership become exceedingly important to the progress of the Fraternity. Therefore, each naturally 

born male aspirant must meet all of these qualifications as soon as possible in his collegiate life; not only 

for the purpose of being admitted into membership in Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, but because 

scholarship is the first reason for his attendance at the college or university.  

 

The Origin and Development of Greek Letter Societies 

Greek-letter societies exist on the campuses of nearly all leading educational institutions in America. 

Sororities exist for women, fraternities for men, except in the case of some honorary fraternities that 

admit both sexes. Fraternal organizations, such as those found on most college campuses, antedate the 

establishment of the American college system. 

 

Fraternity comes from the Latin word fraternitas, meaning “the state of being brothers”. It consists of a 

body of men associated for their common interest, business pleasure or religious society for pious 

practice and benevolent purposes. 

 

A few years after Jesus had been executed on a Roman gallows, a discerning traveler in the Eastern half 

of the Roman world would have discovered small groups of ordinary people banded together in what 

was often described as a Koinonia or “fellowship”. Experts consider Koinonia a commercial term 

implying co-partnership or common possession. The common possession from which their fellowship 

had sprung was a vision of God and His intention for the human race. This vision came to them through 
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observing and experiencing the life and death of Jesus, whose continued presence in creative power, 

they held, was the cord which united them. 

 

The Koinonia was, in a true sense, a fraternity. It was founded upon the idea of inclusion rather than 

exclusion. It was a fellowship of those who knew that they had spawned a new form of life because they 

loved being a part of a brotherhood. Members interpreted the sovereignty of God in terms of creative 

love; therefore, instead of the fraternity having been a priggish device for mutual self-gratification and 

pooled self-esteem, it became in ideals the one true spiritual democracy.  

 

Two characteristics of the spiritual democracy worthy of citation are: (1) The members of the Koinonia 

were inspired by a profound belief in the infinite worth and value of the individual Sons of Man, and (2) 

the members of the Koinonia discovered in their fellowship a glorious moral and mental freedom. One 

of them wrote: "Where the spirit of Jesus is, there is liberty." During the Middle Ages, merchant guilds 

had the germ of the fraternal spirit in them. Master journeymen and apprentices of all trades organized 

themselves into societies that protected themselves in their occupations from competition and low-class 

workmen. Detailed information on their nature is available in the history of the Middle Ages. Their 

influence on the growth of towns, subsequent nations and governments, cannot be overestimated. 

 

That influence worked itself to the American continent and stimulated the growth of Greek-letter 

organizations in America. The idea of the Greek-letter organization in the United States began in 

December 1776, with the establishment of Phi Beta Kappa Society at the College of William and Mary in 

Williamsburg, Virginia. Phi Beta Kappa, dedicated to the principles of Fraternity, Morality, and 

Literature, set the pattern for collegiate secret societies and laid the foundation for honor societies 

based upon scholarship. 

 

Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, (now designated Boulé) organized in Philadelphia in 1904, is probably the oldest 

Greek-letter organization among African-Americans in existence today. The fraternity closely followed 

the pattern established by Phi Beta Kappa, for its founders emphasized scholarship, congeniality, 

culture, good fellowship, and a record of achievement. To date, over a dozen Greek-letter organizations 

among African American college men and women exist. Their growth and development are indeed 

interesting history, and their social functions in American life are highly significant and noteworthy. 

 

Alpha Phi Alpha was founded at Cornell University on December 4, 1906. Following Alpha Phi Alpha 

were Kappa Alpha Psi (January 5, 1911 – Indiana University), Omega Psi Phi (November 17, 1911 – 

Howard University), Phi Beta Sigma (January 9, 1914 – Howard University), and Iota Phi Theta 

(September 19, 1963 – Morgan State University). Also founded were the sororities: Alpha Kappa Alpha 

(January 15, 1908 – Howard University), Delta Sigma Theta (January 13, 1913 – Howard University), Zeta 

Phi Beta (January 16, 1920 – Howard University), and Sigma Gamma Rho (November 12, 1922 – Butler 

University). Each group was founded as an African-American organization; however, all of these 

organizations have been subsequently integrated and are multi-national. 
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As these “social” fraternities developed over the years, they have embarked upon many projects other 

than those for which these organizations were originally founded. Some of these projects are 

scholarships, fellowships, civil rights, mobile libraries, youth mentorship, health and community 

awareness.  

 

As the idea of Greek-letter organizations took root in the American colleges, the original ideals were 

largely lost. Instead of emphasizing brotherhood, scholarship, service, and including all peoples who 

possessed these common ideals, they became, to a large extent, exclusive and snobbish. In many cases, 

they accepted and patterned themselves upon the basis of prejudices in terms of race, color, residence, 

family background, and other undemocratic principles existent in society. PHI BETA SIGMA may be 

thought of as a deliberate attempt to bring Greek-letter organizations back to their historic and 

fundamental ideals. 

 

Each brother must remember that the original word fraternitas, “brotherhood”, means the working and 

living together for a common purpose. Phi Beta Sigma’s common purpose for brotherhood, service and 

scholarship is expressed in the Fraternity Motto, “Culture for Service and Service for Humanity.” 

 

The Origin and Growth of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated 

On Saturday, October 18, 1913, A. Langston Taylor presented to Leonard F. Morse the proposition of 

establishing a new fraternity at Howard University, Washington, District of Columbia. Charles I. Brown, 

another student at Howard University, was invited to aid in the movement. Planning meetings leading to 

the actual organization were subsequently held. The Founders chose nine of their associates at Howard 

University to join them as charter members. These men were: Samuel P. Massie, Joseph A. Franklin, 

Jacob E. Jones, Bennie A. Mathews, William F. Vincent, Toussaint L. Alston, Walter E. Tibbs, James R. 

Howard, and Ivorite L. Scruggs. On January 9, 1914, the permanent organization of Phi Beta Sigma 

Fraternity was realized by these 12 students. A. Langston Taylor was elected the National President; 

Charles I. Brown, the National Vice-President; Leonard F. Morse, the National Financial Secretary and 

Business Manager; Walter E. Tibbs, the National Treasurer; Benjamin A. Matthews, the National 

Chaplain; and Samuel P. Massie, the National Sergeant-at-Arms. 

 

After a petition was presented to the Board of Deans to establish Alpha Chapter upon the formation of 

the national fraternity on January 9, Howard University recognized the new Fraternity on April 15, 1914. 

The University Reporter, the student publication at Howard University, made public the organization of 

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity the following week. 

 

The fraternity conducted its first initiation on May 4, 1914, using a temporary manual formulated by 

Charles I. Brown. Abraham McCartney Walker was the first of fourteen candidates to be initiated. Alpha 

Chapter was then organized. Because recognition was granted by the Howard University Board of Deans 

only six weeks before the close of the school year, the members decided not to elect any new officers, 

but to finish out the few remaining weeks under the direction of the officers of the national organizing 

committee: A. Langston Taylor, Chairman; Charles I. Brown, Vice- Chairman; and Leonard F. Morse, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 



Page | 11  

 

When the 1914-1915 session of Howard University opened, all returning members assembled and re-

elected Brother A. Langston Taylor as National President of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. Brother I.L. 

Scruggs was elected National Vice-President in place of Brother Charles I. Brown, who graduated in June 

1914. Brother Leonard F. Morse was re-elected as National Secretary. Brother Walter E. Tibbs was re-

elected as National Treasurer. Brother Scruggs became Sigma’s second President at the conclusion of 

the first conclave on December 30, 1916.  

 

Through the heroic efforts of Brother Scruggs during the summer of 1914, Phi Beta Sigma was able to 

move into the largest fraternity house in Washington only five months after its charter of the chapter 

was granted. This impressive house, located at 1907 3rd Street NW, contained a library and an art 

gallery, and hosted weekly public lectures by community leaders, including Brother Dr. Alain Leroy 

Locke, and served as the site of the initial National Conclaves of Phi Beta Sigma. 

 

To win friends and wield influence among the faculty, the chapter decided to invite to membership 

certain outstanding teachers. They were Dr. Edward Porter Davis, Dr. Thomas Wyatt Turner, T. 

Montgomery Gregory and Dr. Alain Leroy Locke. These professors were spared the more rigorous 

features of initiation. 

 

On March 4, 1915, Professor Herbert L. Stevens, a former classmate of A.L. Taylor at Howard University 

who went to teach at Wiley College, in Marshall, Texas, was admitted as a graduate member by a special 

decree of the General Board; subsequently, in October 1915, Professor Stevens presented the 

temporary organization of a new chapter to the General Board. The General Board approved the 

temporary organization of the new chapter on November 13, 1915, and Beta chapter was established. 

The establishment of Beta chapter at Wiley College gave Phi Beta Sigma the distinction of being the first 

college fraternity among African-Americans to operate south of Virginia. In November 1916, Gamma 

Chapter at Morgan College, Baltimore, Maryland, was established. The General Board commissioned 

Brother I.L. Scruggs to organize the chapter at Morgan. 

 

The General Board called the first National Conclave for December 27-30, 1916 in Washington, 

District of Columbia, hosted at the Fraternity House of the Alpha Chapter. After Brother A. L. Taylor 

refused nomination, the Conclave Body elected Brother I. L. Scruggs President. Brother A. L. Taylor was 

elected as Treasurer.  

 

The United States entered the First World War in 1917. The “Call to Arms” was sounded and Sigma men 

responded. The chapters of Sigma were so depleted that only Alpha Chapter showed any signs of 

activity and the National Office ceased to function. Even so, the seed of Phi Beta Sigma did not die. 

Brother Taylor called on the National Board to fill the vacancies created by the “Call to Arms”. By June 

1919, all chapters were reactivated except Beta Chapter at Wiley College, where the National Office 

experienced great difficulty locating Sigma men.  

 

When the National Conclave assembled in December 1919, six new chapters had been added to the 

national roll. Brother William Sherman Savage was elected to succeed Brother I.L. Scruggs as National 
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President, and Brother A.L. Taylor was elected Field Secretary. Brother Taylor, upon the authority of the 

National Board, initiated the movement that became Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, a sister organization. On 

January 31, 1920, Phi Beta Sigma was incorporated and became Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated. 

 

In December 1920, Brother Walter M. Clarke of Morris Brown College, Atlanta, Georgia, became the 

fourth President of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity at the first joint Conclave/Boule with Zeta Phi Beta Sorority 

held in Washington, District of Columbia. Judge Robert H. Terrell, an honorary member, delivered the 

annual address to the Conclave. 

 

Due to the conscientious effort of Brother Edward C. Mitchell and Brother George W. Lawrence, Zeta 

chapter was established at Morris Brown College; thus introducing a Greek-letter organization to the 

Black colleges of Atlanta. The Fraternity also held its next Conclave in Atlanta, Georgia  

December 27-31, 1921. Zeta Chapter at Morris Brown College became the first chapter of an African- 

American Greek-letter organization to host a Conclave in the Deep South. From the standpoint of 

important business and splendor of the social program, the 1921 Conclave remained for a long time the 

greatest ever held by the Fraternity. The first joint meeting of any of the national fraternity conventions 

was held with Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, which was also in annual session in Atlanta. 

 

As a result of this meeting, plans were perfected for an Inter-Fraternity conference that was held in 

Washington, District of Columbia, April 24-26, 1922. Phi Beta Sigma can take pride in having initiated a 

program of inter-Greek-letter fraternal cooperation on a national scale. 

 

In 1922, the Conclave was held in Baltimore, Maryland. The Conclave Body elected Brother John W. 

Woodhous National President. He served three years, 1923-1925.  

 

Some of the notable achievements of the period from 1921 to 1930 were: the taking of definite steps 

toward establishing a Bigger and Better Business program, the beginning of the publication of an Official 

Organ, the establishment of the Douglass Scholarship Fund, the establishment of the Distinguished 

Service Chapter, and the election of a Field Secretary. 

 

At the close of the Fraternity’s 12th year, the annual convention was held in Richmond, Virginia. During 

this meeting, the Conclave Body elected Brother Arthur W. Mitchell National President. Sigma continued 

to grow in large proportions; graduate and undergraduate chapters were set up throughout the country. 

During the period of financial crisis and depression, a few chapters became inactive but the National 

Office was able to hold its own. A brief period of general revival and growth was followed by a serious 

interruption caused by World War II. Currently, PHI BETA SIGMA is widely recognized as a leader among 

Greek-letter fraternities. For now, years after the venturous three Founders first unfurled the banner of 

PHI BETA SIGMA, leaders in every walk of life—from America to Africa to the Caribbean—have been 

inspired by Sigma’s programs, aspirations, and lofty ideals. “Culture for Service and Service for 

Humanity”, Sigma’s motto and goal, takes on a deeper significance as the years roll on. A new 

generation has risen to speed the cause of PHI BETA SIGMA on its way. 
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The Founders 

“The founders of our wonderous band, 

In numbers, tho’ were three, 

Taught ideals high which soon became 

A part of every Phi.” 

 

Abram Langston Taylor 
Brother A. Langston Taylor was born in Memphis, Tennessee on January 
29, 1883 (Previous literature says 1890, although census record support 
1883). He received his elementary and secondary education in the 
schools of his native state, graduating from Howe Institute (which is now 
Lemoyne-Owen College), Memphis Tennessee in 1909. He received his 
college and professional training at Howard and Frelinghuysen 
Universities, Washington, District of Columbia. 
 
Early in life, he adopted as his motto “Service to Humanity”. The record 
of his activities indicates how well he has lived up to his motto. He began 
serving Humanity by founding Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, to which he gave 
12 consecutive years of service as a National Officer, serving as National 
President, National Treasurer, National Secretary and Field Secretary. He 

also served as President of the Distinguished Service Chapter. 
 
He chose business as a professional career; and from 1917 to 1926, he owned a real estate and 
insurance business. For six years, he was a Secretary-Treasurer of the Potomac Investment Company; 
and for three years, he was Director of the Federal Life Insurance Company. He served four years as 
President of the Taylor Tobacco Company. Brother Taylor was the Director of the Taylor Art Museum, of 
which he was the founder. Additionally, he was a member of the following organizations: The 
Sharecroppers Aid Committee, the Washington Labor Committee, the Inter-Professional Association, the 
Federation of Civic Association, the American Industrial League, the Mu-So-Lit club, the Derby club, the 
Rhomboid Club and the Tennessee State Club of the District of Columbia. 
 

Founder Taylor was described as distinguished, poised and truly a hard worker. The members of the 

Alpha Sigma chapter called Founder Taylor “Prof”, short for professor, because he was always carrying a 

book, files or reading. In addition to holding national offices in Phi Beta Sigma, he served in various 

capacities in The Washington Art Society, The Derby Club, The Banneker Research Society, The Mu-So-Lit 

Club and the Tennessee State Club. 

A tireless worker, Founder Taylor strove to ensure that Phi Beta Sigma would make a significant impact 

in the world well beyond his years of service. He served on the History Committee, providing numerous 

notations, minutes and oral history to be passed on to future members. Founder Taylor retired from 

federal service as an employee of the Smithsonian Institute. 

Founder Taylor transitioned to the Omega chapter on August 8, 1953. He is buried at Lincoln Memorial 

Cemetery in Suitland, Maryland (right outside of Washington, D.C.). His gravesite sits at the highest 

peak.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQtcrv5OzcAhWjna0KHYIkCAQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://web.sa.sc.edu/kappaiota/our-founders/&psig=AOvVaw3DPcmkWruN2sszOjU8OF7a&ust=1534344472350664
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Leonard Francis Morse 
Brother Leonard F. Morse was born in New Bedford, Massachusetts on 

January 12, 1889. The Reverend Leonard F. Morse was the son of a 

distinguished New England family, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Morse of 

Boston, Massachusetts. Trained in the elementary and secondary schools 

of New Bedford, Massachusetts, he became the valedictorian of his 

integrated high school and entered Howard University. In 1915, he 

graduated from Howard University and was the first person to graduate 

in 3 years with two degrees, an AB and a B.Ed. degree. 

 

 

Founder Morse earned the Bachelor of Divinity degree from the Payne School of Divinity at Wilberforce 

University, a Master’s degree from Northwestern University (Evanston, Illinois), and the degrees of 

Doctor of Metaphysics and the Doctor of Psychology from the College of Metaphysics (Indianapolis, 

Indiana). He received the Doctor of Divinity (honorary) from Allen University (Columbia, South Carolina) 

and the LLD at Edward Waters College (Jacksonville, Florida). An outstanding educator, minister and a 

prophetic voice of his time, Founder Morse served at several academic and religious institutions. He was 

Dean of Theology and President of Edward Waters College, as well as a Mason.  

 

During his college years, he met Brothers A. Langston Taylor and Charles I. Brown. After hearing Brother 

Taylor's plan to begin a new fraternity at Howard University, Brother Morse gave his wholehearted 

support. After graduation, Brother Morse went to Mobile, Alabama and Jacksonville, FL to teach. 

Founder Morse founded and chartered numerous Sigma chapters, especially in Florida.He later became 

a successful clergyman. He served in various capacities at Edward Waters College and was Dean of B.F. 

Lee Theological Seminary. 

 

Founder Morse was a student of the Greek language; he is responsible for naming our Fraternity and 

giving meaning to the Greek letters chosen for the name. In addition, he wrote Sigma’s first constitution 

and was the first president of the Alpha Chapter. In the 1915 Howard University yearbook entitled “The 

Mirror”, Founder Morse had listed by his name the following: Director of Social Service, YMCA, 1913-

1914; Organizer and President of Phi Beta Sigma, 1914-15; President, Young Men’s Progressive Club, 

1914-15; tutor of languages and history. He gave Phi Beta Sigma a full measure of his devotion. 

 

Founder Morse was married and had five children, two of which are Brothers in this fraternity. In the 

1915 Howard University yearbook, Founder Morse left us with “Smooth runs the water where the brook 

is deep.” 

 

Founder Morse transitioned to the Omega chapter on May 22, 1961 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjBgK3n5OzcAhUOKKwKHZOUAdAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://phibetasigma1914.org/index.php/about/founders/&psig=AOvVaw3DPcmkWruN2sszOjU8OF7a&ust=1534344472350664
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Charles Ignatius Brown 

Brother Charles I. Brown was born in Washington, D.C. on August 27, 
1885. Phi Beta Sigma’s “perfect gentleman” was baptized a few weeks 
after his birth by his devoutly Catholic family at St. Augustine Catholic 
Church, not far from the earliest college halls on the campus of Howard 
University. Founder Brown was orphaned at a young age when both of 
his parents died from typhoid fever in the last months of 1890. His 
grandmother took him to join family living in Pittsburgh, PA. Within 
three years of his parents’ deaths, he was enrolled in a residential school 
and orphanage in the care of nuns at their motherhouse just north of 
Philadelphia. Founder Brown was placed in the care of this newly-
founded order, the Sisters of Blessed Sacrament. 

 
When he reached his teenage years, the nuns transferred him, as was custom at the time, to the care of 
a society of priests and religious brothers known as the Josephite Fathers. He spent his high school years 
at the Josephite campus in Clayton, Delaware. The priests then sent him to their recently-opened 
catechetical college near Montgomery, AL.  The college was about 30 miles from the flourishing 
Tuskegee Institute.  
 

By autumn of 1906, Founder Brown had returned to Washington D.D. to continue his academic studies 
and enrolled in Howard Academy, the preparatory school for Howard University. After graduation in 
1910, he spent a summer in Philadelphia and then began his undergraduate studies at Howard 
University in the autumn of that year.  
 

He was very cordial and very popular with the student body and Howard University administration. 
Founder Brown is credited with choosing the nine charter members of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. In 
addition, he founded the Delta Chapter at Kansas State University in Manhattan, Kansas, on April 9, 
1917 and was a teacher at the Kansas Industrial School for Negroes in Topeka, Kansas. 
 

In the 1914 Howard University yearbook, under the Personals and Applied Quotations section, Founder 
Brown left us with this, “No legacy is so rich as honesty”. Founder Brown graduated from Howard 
University on June 3, 1914. The last correspondence that the fraternity received from him was a letter to 
Founder Taylor in 1924, in which Founder Brown indicated that he was teaching in Kansas. 
 

Census records and oral interviews show that Founder Brown lived in the Topeka, Kansas area until 
1931. Some believed that he was a casualty of the First World War; others thought that he moved 
overseas. In the spring of 1949, Founder Leonard F. Morse wrote: “We live in daily hope that we shall 
one day learn the fate of our beloved Brother and Founder”. 
 

For more than 80 years, Sigma men pondered what may have happened with Founder Brown. It was 
hoped that he went on to live a productive and fruitful life – but the story of his disappearance and 
speculation about what may have happened became folklore within the brotherhood. In 2015, a 
breakthrough occurred. A group of Sigma men who were determined to find out what happened with 
Founder Brown, enlisted the help of professional researchers and with the full support of the Fraternity, 
were able to track Founder Brown to his final resting place. Indeed, he had kept his commitment to the 
cause of Sigma, living and serving his last years in a Catholic parish in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Founder Charles Ignatius Brown kept his promise to his brothers in Sigma! 
 

Founder Brown transitioned to the Omega chapter on December 21, 1981.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwick_Sw5ezcAhUDI6wKHfCnCsYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://phibetasigma1914.org/index.php/about/founders/&psig=AOvVaw2piNpzRPLZaAxcquJ28YbH&ust=1534344643469981
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The Certificate of Incorporation 
Washington, District of Columbia 

 
No. 15696. Recorded April 29, 1920 at 1:00 PM. O'clock. Certificate of Incorporation of The Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity. 
 
Know all men by these present, that we, the undersigned, citizens of the United States and residents of 
the District of Columbia, except Walter E. Tibbs, resident of the state of Georgia, Ivorite L. Scruggs, of 
the state of Alabama, and William S. Savage, of the state of North Carolina, do hereby associate 
ourselves into a society pursuant to the provisions of the Code of Laws for the District of Columbia as 
follows: 
 
First:   The name of this society shall be the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. 
 
Second:  The term of the existence of this society shall be perpetual. 
Third:  The objects for which this society is formed are, to develop the ideals of Brotherhood,  

service, and scholarship and to promote the general welfare of all concerned and to 
organize chapters or branches of this society in all sections of the United States for the 
same purpose and objects. 

 
Fourth: The names of the seven trustees or directors who are to manage the business of this society are 
as follows: Abram L. Taylor, Edward P. Jimson, William E. Peace, Ivorite L. Scruggs, Walter E. Tibbs, 
William S. Savage, and Thomas W. Turner.  
 
Witness our hand and seal this 31st day of January, 1920. 
Abram L. Taylor  (Seal)     William S. Savage  (Seal) 
Edward P. Jimson  (Seal)     Walter E. Tibbs   (Seal) 
William E. Peace  (Seal)     Ivorite L. Scruggs  (Seal) 
Thomas W. Turner  (Seal) 
 
District of Columbia, to-wit: 
I, C.E. Lucas, a notary public in and for the District of Columbia aforesaid, do hereby certify that Abram L. 
Taylor, Edward P. Jimson, William E. Peace and Thomas W. Turner, parties to a certificate of 
incorporation bearing the date of the 31st day of January, 1920, and hereto annexed, personally 
appeared before me in the said District of Columbia and the said Abram L. Taylor, Edward P. Jimson, 
William E. Peace and Thomas W. Turner being personally well known to me as the persons who 
executed the said certificate of incorporation, acknowledged the same to be their act and deed. 
Given under my hand and seal this 31st day of January 1920. 
 
Notarial seal. 
 
C.E. Lucas, Notary Public for the District of Columbia. 
(State of North Carolina, County of Guilford) ss 
I, George H. Mitchell, notary public in and for the state of North Carolina, do hereby certify that William 
S. Savage executed the said certificate of incorporation, acknowledged the same to be his act and deed. 
Given under my hand and seal this 6th day of December 1919. 
 
Notarial seal 
George H. Mitchell, Notary Public for the State of North Carolina. 
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(My certificate expires March 20, 1921) 
 
(State of Georgia, County of Macon) ss 
I, Milton G. Robertson, Jr., notary public in and for the state of Georgia, do hereby certify that Waiter E. 
Tibbs executed the said certificate of incorporation, acknowledged the same to be his act and deed. 
 
Given under my hand and seal this 11th day of December 1919. 
 
Notarial seal 
 
Milton G. Robertson, Jr., 
(My commission expires November 3, 1921) 
 
(State of Alabama, County of Macon) ss 
 
I, Warren Logan, notary public in and for the state of Alabama, do hereby certify that Ivorite L. Scruggs 
executed the said certificate of incorporation, acknowledged the same to be his act and deed. 
 
Given under my hand and seal this 18th day of December 1919. 
Notarial seal 
 
Warren Logan 
Notary Public for the state of Alabama 
(My commission expires September 20, 1920) 
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CHAPTER 2           

 PHI BETA SIGMA - ITS PHILOSOPHY AND STRUCTURE 

 
The most important aspect of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, or any fraternity, is its philosophy. Each 
member must have a thorough knowledge of the Fraternity’s history and functions; however, it is far 
more important that member knows what his Fraternity believes, what it attempts to promote, and the 
end towards which it moves. For therein is found the philosophy of the organization, and the greatness 
of Sigma will be measured in terms of its ideals and its practices. 
 
The ideals of the Fraternity have been crystallized into three principles: The first is BROTHERHOOD. Ours 
is a real brotherhood with tested and abiding fellowship, a brotherhood that calls for and gladly gives its 
best in the hour of need. It is a spiritual fellowship that binds us in all activities along life's narrow 
pathway. Upon it rests the social welfare of each brother. 
 
The second principle, SERVICE, is a keystone of all activities, the source of all joy, the basis of all 
happiness and the fountain of all love from which all mankind may drink. A fruitful life is one that is 
spent for the blessings of others. Members of the Fraternity should always be on the alert to find 
opportunities for service to the community and the Fraternity. 
 
The third principle, SCHOLARSHIP, is highly esteemed as a necessary development for a keen precept of 
sound judgment. Scholarship expresses itself not only in the acquisition of a superior mind, but also in 
superior character. The ideal of scholarship should ever be kept uppermost in our minds so that we may 
be a beacon of light among men. The three great ideals of Phi Beta Sigma–Brotherhood, Service, and 
Scholarship–when interpreted in their fullest meaning became its philosophy. Giving those ideals 
practical meaning has made, and must continue to make, Phi Beta Sigma a great and dynamic Fraternity. 
 
Phi Beta Sigma believes not only in the brother but also, with equal faith, in the brotherhood of all Men.  
 
The great end of Sigma is service; service not only for the Fraternity, but for the general welfare of the 
society in which we live. 
 
Finally, it believes in the dignity and high purpose of scholarship and attempts to promote high 
scholarship wherever possible for the common good. 
 
Sigma believes further that symbols have no real meaning until they are put into everyday practice 
according to the meanings assigned them by the Fraternity. Symbols do not make the man, but are 
meaningful only when the interpretation of these becomes dynamic factors in determining everyday 
behavior. 
 
There is much that can be written and said about the philosophy of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity; however, 
nothing said or done will be of any real meaning unless the brother practices daily the philosophy of 
Brotherhood, Service and Scholarship.  
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The International Structure 

The International structure of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. is composed of the Charter (Articles of 
Incorporation), the International Constitution, The Conclave, the General Board, the Regions, the official 
Organ-- The Crescent, and the local chapters. 
 

The International Constitution 

The International Constitution of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity is the basic law of the organization. This 
document establishes the purpose of Phi Beta Sigma, its administrative structure, governance, 
operations, policies, and programs. The Constitution is a means of preserving the unity of the 
brotherhood since it is based on mutual understandings and agreements. Becoming a member of the 
organization involves the expectation that the member is agreeing to abide by the Constitution of Phi 
Beta Sigma as well as the Constitution of his local chapter. Therefore, each fraternity member is 
provided with these constitutions because they are essentially a contract between the member and the 
organization regarding rights, powers and obligations. Its importance demands that each member 
must thoroughly study the constitutions and bylaws of the Fraternity and his local chapter. Since the 
International Constitution may change from Conclave to Conclave, it is also important for members to 
stay abreast of changes and maintain chapter constitutions within the boundaries of the International 
Constitution. 

  The Conclave 

The Conclave is the legislative power of the Fraternity. It is vested in the body of delegates of all active 
chapters. The Conclave, an international Fraternity convention, is held every two years. The location is 
selected several years in advance by the Conclave. The General Board may call a "Special Conclave" at 
such time and place as the situation may warrant. 
 

The General Board 

The General Board, composed of the elected International Officers, and non-voting members appointed 
by the International President and approved by the General Board, is the management and 
administrative body of the Fraternity. The General Board may act in the interest of the Fraternity when 
the Conclave is not in session, but is always guided by the wishes and the approval of that body. The 
International Officers are: International President, International First Vice-President, International 
Second Vice-President, International Treasurer, Immediate Past International President, International 
General Counsel, International Director of Bigger &amp; Better Business, International Director of 
Education, International Director of Social Action, Collegiate Member-At-Large, International Director of 
Collegiate Affairs, Eastern Regional Director, Great Lakes Regional Director, Gulf Coast Regional Director, 
Southeastern Regional Director, Southern Regional Director, Southwestern Regional Director, Western 
Regional Director, and the appointed officers. The constitution has the appointed officers listed as the 
Editor-in-Chief of The Crescent, an International Executive Director, an International Director of Sigma 
Beta Clubs, an International Director of Sigma/Zeta Relations, the Director of Publicity, an International 
Parliamentarian and an International Historian. Each position shall be appointed by the International 
President with the approval of the General Board. However, the President has the discretion to appoint 
several other officers which must be approved by the board. 
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The Crescent 

The Crescent is the official publication and voice of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. Brother Eugene T. 
Alexander edited the first publication in 1921*. The Crescent has always been a source of Sigma lore and 
history. The Crescent is published semiannually, and at such other times as deemed necessary. 
 
*The original name of Phi Beta Sigma’s publication was the Phi Beta Sigma Journal. The name 
was changed to The Crescent in 1924. I.L. Scruggs was the first editor of the publication once 
the name was changed to The Crescent. 
 

The Regions 

The Regions of Phi Beta Sigma are the geographical grouping of the chapters for the purpose of easier 
program projection, close supervision and facilitation of the administration of the Fraternity. The 
constitution establishes seven regions in Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. The seven Regions are: 
 
Eastern 
Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, New York, West Virginia, District of Columbia, Virgin Islands, Germany, 
Liberia, Nigeria, and Switzerland 
 
Great Lakes 
Ohio, Kentucky, Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota  
 
Gulf Coast 
Louisiana, Texas, and New Mexico 
 
Southeastern 
North Carolina, South Carolina and Eastern Tennessee 
 
Southern 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Bermuda, and the Bahamas 
 
Southwestern 
Western Tennessee, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska 
 
Western 
Arizona, Nevada, California, Idaho, Montana, Washington, Oregon, Alaska, Hawaii, Japan, South Korea, 
Kuwait, United Arab Emirates and Bahrain 
 
Each Region holds a conference in the spring or summer of each year for the purpose of electing officers 
and projecting the programs of the Fraternity on the Regional level. 
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The Chapters 

The chapter is the basic unit for the organization of the Fraternity. Chapters are given single or 
compound Greek letters, with the letter "Sigma" being added to the end of alumni chapter names. The 
Greek letters are used in alphabetical order in conformity with the chronological order of establishment. 
There are five types of chapters: (1) Collegiate (2) Alumni (3) Alain LeRoy Locke Honors (4) 
Distinguished Service and (5) Omega. 
 
The Collegiate Chapter 
The Collegiate Chapter is the main chapter through which the perpetuation of the Fraternity is realized. 
It is through this group that the character traits, ambitious outlooks, and scholarship abilities are 
considered, and men are invited to contribute their worth to society. The united efforts of these 
brothers exercise a great deal of influence on the opinions of the candidates. Membership in collegiate 
chapters is restricted to students in attendance in recognized colleges and professional schools. 
 
Through joint effort, the collegiate brothers make a contribution to society more valuable than usually 
accredited to them. The abundance of creative ideas and the presentation of educational programs 
characterize the collegiate chapters and represent contributions to the life and growth of the individual 
and society more valuable than are usually recognized. 
 
A keen and devoted interest in the prospective members should be exemplified by every member of Phi 
Beta Sigma. The good member gives credit where it is deserved, gives aid when it is needed, supports 
the programs of the Fraternity, and aims within his own ranks to contribute to the life and advancement 
of the Fraternity. Through the collegiate chapters, the Fraternity will perpetuate its recognized 
principles.  
 
The Alumni Chapter 
The alumni chapter provides a vehicle for the collegiate brother to continue active membership in Phi 
Beta Sigma beyond his collegiate years. The alumni chapter’s purpose is to further the mission and goals 
of the Fraternity into the local community. For liability reasons, only the alumni chapter can sponsor a 
Sigma Beta Club. To become a member of Phi Beta Sigma through an alumni chapter, one must have 
attained at least two years of credit from an accredited college or university. 
 
The alumni chapter serves chiefly as a medium through which the fraternal relations established in the 
collegiate chapters may be continued and enriched. The alumni chapters are expected to render a major 
service by giving support to the collegiate chapters, by directing promising young men into the channels 
of Sigmadom, and in giving financial assistance and guidance. 
 
Alain Leroy Locke Honors Chapter 
The Alain LeRoy Locke Honors Chapter is based upon the principle of Scholarship and is the 
highest honor which can be attained by a collegiate member. The chapter was proposed in 
2009 by Bro. Paul L. Griffin, 32nd International President and Brother Steven Kniffley, then 
International Second Vice-President. The first initiation took place at the 97th Anniversary 
Conclave in Atlanta, GA, July 2011. 
 
This Chapter will help fulfill its purpose through the encouragement of high academic achievement. To 
be eligible, a financial collegiate Brother must have a minimum GPA of 3.5 (with a minimum of 80 credit 
hours), and have been in the Fraternity at least two full semesters, prior to application submission. 
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The Distinguished Chapter 
The Distinguished Service Chapter was first projected in December 1929 at the 15th Annual Conclave 
held in New York City.  
 
Dr. I.L. Scruggs of Theta Sigma Chapter introduced the idea and plan for the organization. Brother Jesse 
W. Lewis, a former National President and member of Alpha Sigma Chapter, was the first successful 
candidate. 
 
Those men who have outstandingly exemplified the Ideals of the Fraternity in their lives, and who have 
been members for not less than ten years, may become candidates for the Distinguished Service 
Chapter. He must also have rendered distinguished service to the Fraternity, to his community, state, or 
nation, and to his profession. Only members who have been elected to membership in the Distinguished 
Service Chapter are entitled to wear the Distinguished Service Key.  
 
The Omega Chapter 
The Omega Chapter has been established and reserved for the deceased members of the Fraternity. 
 

The International Programs 

In keeping with its motto Culture for Service and Service for Humanity, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity carries 
on a three-fold program of Bigger and Better Business, Education, and Social Action. In addition to this 
three-fold program, two special annual observances are held: (1) Carver Day and (2) Founder's Day.  
 
The first national program of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity was the "Clean Speech" program instituted in 
1923 at Mu Chapter, Lincoln University. It was adopted by the national convention the following year as 
a national program. The purpose of the "Clean Speech" program was to stop the indiscriminate use of 
profanity as a means of encouraging exemplary conduct at all times by the members of Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity and the public at large. Because the use of profanity was so thoroughly ingrained in the 
American vernacular, this program realized minimal success and did not survive the 1920s. 
 
Bigger and Better Business 
Bigger and Better Business became a principal concern of Phi Beta Sigma at the 1924 Conclave in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where twenty-five black businesses exhibited their product or service. 
Business forums were held at this Conclave to further acquaint the visiting brothers and delegates with 
black advancements in business. 
 
In December 1925, The Richmond, Virginia Conclave voted to make Bigger and Better Business the 
National Public Program of the Fraternity. In April 1926, four chapters throughout the nation sponsored 
business programs. Since 1926, the Bigger and Better Business Program has been sponsored on an 
international scale by Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. The program is carried on throughout the year; 
however, special observances are held during the month of April. 
 
The program is under the supervision of the International Director of Bigger and Better Business. The 
seven regional Bigger and Better Business directors assist the International Director. The purposes of the 
program are: 
 

1. To make surveys of business conditions on a community basis and to provide for a wide 
dissemination of the findings through printed reports, forums and lectures.  
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2. To cooperate with the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of Small Business in the 
promotion of its program to aid small businesses. 

3. To sponsor annually an essay contest, among high schools, dealing with some phase of business. 
Prizes are given to the winning contestants. 

4. To grant scholarships to aid promising students in the field of business. 
5. To encourage minority businessmen to rely upon the efficiency of service as a basis of 

patronage. 
6. To encourage consumers to patronize black-owned businesses. 
7. To widen the field of employment for minorities by securing employment in new fields.  

 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity believes that the improvement of economic conditions of minorities is a major 
factor in enhancing the general welfare of society. It is upon this conviction that the Bigger and Better 
Business Program rests. 

Education 

The genesis of the Education program lies in the traditional emphasis which the Fraternity places on 
scholarship and the fundamental reorganization of the Fraternity that took place in the period of 1945-
1946. Education is an extremely important program for a college Fraternity. This program has many 
facets which affect alumni and collegiate members. 
 
The program is under the supervision of the International Director of Education. The seven regional 
Education directors assist the International Director. The purposes of the program are: 
 

1. To sponsor scholarships. 
2. To encourage and assist students in attaining the highest scholastic achievement. 
3. To offer tutoring services. 
4. To sponsor cultural programs such as recitals, lectures, forums and contests. 
5. To raise the educational standards of each community. 

 
Social Action 
From its very beginning, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity has concerned itself with improving the general 
wellbeing of minority persons and groups. In 1934, a well-defined program of Social Action was 
formulated and put into action. 
 
The Social Action project was conceived by Brother Elmo M. Anderson, prominent Catholic lay leader 
and President of Epsilon Sigma Chapter (New York). Brother Anderson formulated this program using 
material out of the Manual for Catholic Action by the Encyclical of Pope Pius XI calling for the 
reconstruction of the social order. This program was abandoned in 1938, but was reactivated in 1945. 
This program sought at that time to secure: 
 

1. National and State Anti-Lynch legislation 
2. Equality of wages and working conditions for minority groups 
3. Elimination of racial discrimination and segregation in federal, state, municipal and county 

employment 
4. Equality of educational opportunities 
5. Abolition of Jim Crow laws 
6. Full citizenship rights for all citizens 
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In 1948, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity joined with five other Greek-letter organizations to form a 
cooperative Social Action program, which coordinated and utilized the total resources of all these 
organizations. This cooperative organization was known as the American Council on Human Rights, 
which had its headquarters in Washington, DC until it became inactive in 1957. 
 
Social Action, as one of the three major programs of the Fraternity, must be projected on an 
International, Regional and local chapter level. The International Constitution sets forth that the Social 
Action program shall consist of a direct-action program and a program of cooperation with such other 
Social Action organizations as the Conclave shall determine. The overall objective of this program is the 
elimination of every form or badge of second-class citizenship. All Social Action programs should reach a 
zenith in October, “Social Action Month". The program is under the supervision of the International 
Director of Social Action. The seven regional Social Action directors assist the International Director. 
 
Sigma Beta Club 
In the early 1950s, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity became the first Greek organization to develop a youth 
auxiliary group. Under the direction of Dr. Parlett L. Moore, the Sigma Beta Club was founded. Dr. Moore 
“established” what would be considered the first Sigma Beta Club in his hometown, Montgomery, AL. As 
National Director of Education, Brother Moore was concerned about our changing needs in our 
communities and recognized the important role that Sigma men could play in the lives of our youth. 
 
The Sigma Beta Club consists of young males between the ages of 8 and 18, which is organized with the 
expressed purpose of insuring that the goals and objectives for the members are implemented in an 
organized and unified method. The Sigma Beta Clubs of Phi Beta Sigma offer unique opportunities to 
exemplify wholesome values, leadership skills, educational enhancement, business training and 
development, and social and cultural awareness to male youths at a most critical stage in their personal 
development. 

Special Observances 

Phi Beta Sigma officially designates January 9th as Founders’ Day. At the first celebration, January 9, 
1928, a formal dinner was held jointly by the Alpha and Alpha Sigma Chapters of Washington, DC. Since 
1928, chapters worldwide have participated in extensive celebrations; some of which are of a week's 
duration. On such occasions, sermons and lectures are given, business forums are held, programs are 
presented and banquets are sponsored. 
 
The fraternity recognizes January 5th as Carver Day in memory of our late Brother, Dr. George W. Carver. 
On this day, or the Sunday nearest it, appropriate ceremonies are held eulogizing the works of Brother 
Carver. In 1945, at the 32nd Annual Conclave held in St. Louis, Missouri, Phi Beta Sigma was officially 
informed that the President of the United States proclaimed January 5 as National Carver Day. 
 
Inasmuch as these two special observances fall within a period of one week, each chapter is urged to 
plan a program covering the week in which the two dates fall. 
 

The National Pan-Hellenic Council, Inc. 
Member Organization 

The National Pan-Hellenic Council, Incorporated (NPHC) is currently composed of nine (9) International 
Greek-letter sororities and fraternities: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc., Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Inc., Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc., Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. and Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc. 
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The NPHC recognizes the need for coordination among intercollegiate Greek fraternities and sororities, 
and that certain areas of all such organizations have unanimity of thought, action and mutual interests. 
The NPHC promotes interaction through forums, meetings, and other networking mediums; 
consequently, it engages in cooperative programming and initiatives through various activities and 
functions. 
 
The local council consists of representatives from local chapters of each of the nine member 
organizations. 
 
Inter-Fraternal Cooperation: 
Phi Beta Sigma can rightly take pride in having initiated the first act of inter-fraternal cooperation when 
it held its 1921 Conclave jointly with another fraternity. That same spirit of cooperation was crystallized 
in May of 1930 with the organization of the National Pan-Hellenic Council on the campus of Howard 
University.  
 

History of NPHC 

The NPHC was organized in May 1930 at Howard University. The original purpose of the organization 
was "Unanimity of thought and action as far as possible in the conduct of Greek letter collegiate 
fraternities and sororities, and to consider problems of mutual interest to its member organizations." 
 
The charter members were Kappa Alpha Psi and Omega Psi Phi Fraternities; Alpha Kappa Alpha, Delta 
Sigma Theta and Zeta Phi Beta Sororities. In 1931, Alpha Phi Alpha and Phi Beta Sigma Fraternities joined 
the Council; in 1937, Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority accepted membership. Iota Phi Theta Fraternity 
completed the list of member organizations in 1997. 
 
Early in 1937, the organization was incorporated under the laws of the State of Illinois and became 
known as "The National Pan-Hellenic Council, Incorporated". 
 

Organization Founded Location 

Alpha Phi Alpha December 4, 1906 Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 

Alpha Kappa Alpha January 15, 1908 Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

Kappa Alpha Psi January 5, 1911 Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 

Omega Psi Phi November 17, 1911 Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

Delta Sigma Theta January 13, 1913 Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

Phi Beta Sigma January 9, 1914 Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

Zeta Phi Beta January 16, 1920 Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

Sigma Gamma Rho November 12, 1922 Butler University, Indianapolis, IN 

Iota Phi Theta September 19, 1963 Morgan State University, Baltimore, MD 

 
Sigmas as NPHC Presidents 
Phi Beta Sigma has had the following Sigma men serve as Presidents of the NPHC: 
Attorney George W. Lawrence, Chicago, Illinois, 1941-1943 
Reverend Julius Simmons, Fort Valley, Georgia, 1958-60 
Dr. Alvin J. McNeil, Grambling, Louisiana, 1962-64 
Mr. Charles B. Wright, Baltimore, Maryland, 1976-78 
Dr. Gilbert H. Francis, West Trenton, New Jersey, 1983-85 
Mr. Carter D. Womack, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 1993-1995  
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CHAPTER 3           

 MILESTONES IN FRATERNITY HISTORY 

 

Dates and People to Remember 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, like any other organization, has certain key dates to remember. These dates 
form a very definite part of the Fraternity’s history. Along with these dates go the names of certain 
people who have aided in the progress of the Fraternity, either by their activities in their communities or 
by their personal contribution to the Fraternity. 
 

October 18, 1913 Conception of Phi Beta Sigma. Fraternity Organizing Committee started by A. Langston 
Taylor, C.I. Brown and L.F. Morse. 

January 9, 1914 Founders Day, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. 

April 15, 1914 Fraternity recognized by Howard University. 

May 4, 1914 First Initiation of 14 members. Bro. A.M. Walker, first initiate in the Fraternity. 

December, 1916 First Annual Conclave, Washington, DC. 

January 16, 1920 Zeta Phi Beta Sorority founded. 

January 31, 1920 Phi Beta Sigma Incorporated. 

November, 1921 First issue of the Phi Beta Sigma Journal. 

March, 1924 Phi Beta Sigma Journal name changed to The Crescent. 

December, 1925 Bigger and Better Business adopted as a National Program. 

December, 1929 Distinguished Service chapter founded. 

December, 1934 Social Action adopted as a National Program. 

December, 1945 Position of National Executive Secretary created (First employee of the Fraternity). 

March, 1946 First Sigma Light published by J. Edgar Smith and Fran Hall.  
Lynwood W. Brown appointed as First National Executive Secretary. 

December, 1946 Completion of reorganization of National Fraternity begun 1945 (St. Louis Conclave), which 
included 

1. Revision of the National Constitution to provide for the National Programs of Bigger 
and Better Business, Education and Social Action; 

2. Decentralization of the National Fraternity by replacement of nationally elected 
regional Vice-President with Directors elected on the regional level; 

3. Addition of the National Constitution which provided a job description for the National 
Executive Secretary 

4. Reduction in the number of standing committees provided for in the National 
Constitution and the inclusion of provision for special committees. 

December, 1949 The 35th Anniversary of the Fraternity. Special Edition of The Crescent. 

December, 1957 The publication of the Fraternity History. 

December, 1961 "Founders Memorial Fund" established from the "Ten Year Plan" suggested by Joseph Bailey. 

1962 Sigma Light revised by Edgar Felton. 

December, 1964 The 50th Anniversary Conclave of the Fraternity. Special Edition of The Crescent. 

January, 1977 Acquisition and relocation of permanent Headquarters building in Washington, DC 

1978 Position of Executive Secretary upgraded to National Executive Director; William E. Doar, Jr. 
becomes first national Executive Director. 

September, 1978 William E. Doar, Jr. retires as National Executive Secretary/Director after 30 years of service. 

September 24, 1980 Incorporation of the National Education Foundation of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. 

September 10, 1995  was a co-sponsor of the Million Man March. The Million Man March was 
headquartered at Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity’s IHQ and arranged by William E. Stanley, Jr. 
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July, 2006 Hon. Paul Griffin appoints Past International Presidents Peter M. Adams, Esq., William E. 
Stanley, Jr. and Carter D. Womack as co-chairman of the Centennial Celebration 

February 16, 2009 Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity received its first Federal Contract through the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC). 

January 7-9, 2010 National Founders’ Day Celebration honoring the life and legacy of Founder Leonard F. 
Morse, which was held in Jacksonville, FL. This celebration was chaired by Brother William E 
Stanley, Jr. 

January 7-9,2011 National Founders’ Day Celebration honoring the life and legacy of Founder Charles I. Brown, 
which was held in Kansas City, MO. This celebration was chaired by Brother Carter D 
Womack. 

January 5-8, 2012 National Founders’ Day Celebration honoring the life and legacy of Founder A. Langston 
Taylor which was held in Memphis, TN. The Historical Marker was placed on Beale Street. 
This celebration was chaired by Brother Peter M. Adams, Esq, who also designed and wrote 
the inscription for the two-sided historical marker erected in Memphis in honor of Founder 
A. Langston Taylor; historical designation arranged by Harold Collins and Brother Adams 

August 9-11, 2012 Serious Sigma Summit in Charlotte, NC. The three-day summit provided key training with the 
New Membership Intake Certification, Collegiate Advisors University, Chapter Organization 
Effectiveness, Sigma Leadership Development, and Memphis Recruitment, Retention & 
Reactivation. 

January 2013 National Founders’ Day Celebrations across the country. All chapters were encouraged to 
host Chapter Reunion in an effort to keep the momentum leading up to the Centennial 
Celebration. 

January 9-12, 2014 Founders’ Day Weekend 

• January 9 - Wreath laying ceremonies in Memphis, TN, Jacksonville, FL, and 
Manhattan, KS 

• January 10 – Sigma Day of Service allowed brothers to conduct service projects 
across the country 

• January 11 – Centennial Gala (PPV). Every region simulcasted the main Gala in their 
respective regions 

• January 12 – Global Day of Prayer for Peace, Justice & Our Youth 

July 16-20, 2014 Centennial Celebration in Washington, DC. A celebration of 100 Years of Service. Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority moved their Boule to the same city so that we could celebrate together.  

• Appeared on Roland Martin’s television show and conducted two radio interviews 
on Sirius XM and WHUR (Howard University Radio) 

• First HBGLO to open its own museum located at IHQ. 

• Announced partnership with President Barack Obama’s I am My Brother’s Keeper 
Initiative. It was a 10-Point Agenda focused on uplifting and encouraging young men. 

• Centennial Monument was unveiled on the lower Quadrangle of Howard University. 
The campus sight selection, architect and construction were arranged by Centennial 
Co-Chairman, Peter M. Adams, Esq., who also designed and wrote the inscriptions. 

July 8-10, 2016 Serious Sigma Summit in Orlando, FL. Highlights included Collegiate Advisors University, 
Revealing the Revised Membership Intake Process, A Salute to Honorable Dr. Gilbert and 
Soror Edith V. Frances, Step Show Competition, Musical Concert, Joint event with Our Sisters 
of Zeta Phi Beta (Boulé), Candidate Forum, and Historic Announcement on Founder Charles I. 
Brown 

July 18-23, 2017 Conclave approved the new Crescent Club Development Program in Detroit, MI 

September 23-27, 2017 General Board Retreat held at Howard University introduced 10 Point Strategic Plan 

July 16-18,2018 National Sigma Beta Club Leadership Conference in New Orleans, LA. The conference theme 
was, "A Brotherhood of Conscious Men: Embracing, Educating, & Empowering young men 
through Mentoring!" 
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Our Conclaves 

1. (1916) Washington, DC 
2. (1919) Washington, DC 
3. (1920) Washington, DC 
4. (1921) Atlanta, GA 
5. (1922) Baltimore, MD 
6. (1923) Nashville, TN 
7. (1924) Philadelphia, PA 
8. (1925) Richmond, VA 
9. (1926) Greensboro, NC 
10. (1927) St. Louis, MO 
11. (1928) Louisville, KY 
12. (1929) New York NY 
13. (1930) Tuskeegee, AL 
14. (1933) Chicago, IL 
15. (1934) Washington, DC 
16. (1935) Atlanta, GA 
17. (1936) New York, NY 
18. (1937) Detroit, MI 
19. (1938) Winston-Salem, NC 
20. (1939) Washington, DC 
21. (1940) Tuskegee, AL 
22. (1941) Philadelphia, PA 
23. (1944) Chicago, IL 
24. (1945) St. Louis, MO 
25. (1946) New Orleans, LA 
26. (1947) Atlanta, GA 
27. (1948) Los Angeles, CA 
28. (1949) Washington, DC 
29. (1950) New York, NY 
30. (1951) Birmingham, AL 
31. (1952) Richmond, VA 
32. (1953) Detroit, MI 
33. (1954) Norfolk, VA 
34. (1955) Louisville, KY 
35. (1956) Miami, FL 
36. (1957) Dallas, TX 
37. (1958) Chicago, IL 
38. (1959) Washington, DC 

39. (1960) New York, NY 
40. (1961) Philadelphia, PA 
41. (1962) Cleveland, OH 
42. (1963) Nashville, TN 
43. (1964) Washington, DC (50th) 
44. (1966) Los Angeles, CA 
45. (1967) Richmond, VA 
46. (1969) Baltimore, MD 
47. (1970) Winston-Salem, NC 
48. (1972) Miami Beach, FL 
49. (1973) Houston, TX 
50. (1975) Detroit, MI 
51. (1976) Memphis, TN 
52. (1978) San Francisco, CA 
53. (1979) Washington, DC 
54. (1981) Charleston, SC 
55. (1982) Atlanta, GA 
56. (1984) New Orleans, LA 
57. (1985) Louisville, KY 
58. (1987) Kansas City, MO 
59. (1989) Washington, DC (75th) 
60. (1991) Las Vegas, NV 
61. (1993) Raleigh, NC 
62. (1995) Washington, DC 
63. (1997) Orlando, FL 
64. (1999) Dallas, TX 
65. (2001) Detroit, MI 
66. (2003) Memphis, TN 
67. (2005) Los Angeles, CA 
68. (2007) Charlotte, NC 
69. (2009) New Orleans, LA 
70. (2011) Atlanta, GA 
71. (2013) Philadelphia, PA 
72. (2015) Little Rock, AR 
73. (2017) Detroit, MI 
74. (2019) Las Vegas, NV 
75. (2021) Myrtle Beach, SC  

 
 
Beginning in 1919, Conclaves were held every year. After the 1964 Conclave, the rotation moved to 18 
months. Conclaves moved to every two years after 1985. There were no Conclaves in 1917 and 1918 
because of World War I; in 1931 and 1932 because of the Great Depression; and in 1942 and 1943 
because of World War II.   
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Our International Presidents 
1. (1914-1916) Abram Langston Taylor 
2. (1917-1919) Ivorite L. Scruggs 
3. (1920) William S. Savage 
4. (1921-1922) Walter M. Clarke 
5. (1923-1925) John W. Woodhous 
6. (1926-1934) Arthur W. Mitchell 
7. (1935-1936) Jesse W. Lewis 
8. (1937) James. W. Johnson 
9. (1938-1940) George W. Lawrence 
10. (1941-1944) Richard A. Billings * 
11. (1944-1947) George A. Parker * 
12. (1948-1950) Ras. O. Johnson 
13. (1951-1953) Felix J. Brown 
14. (1954) George L. Hightower 
15. (1955-1957) George D. Flemmings 
16. (1958-1959) Hutson L. Lovell 
17. (1960-1962) Roswell O. Sutton 
18. (1963-1965) Maurice A. Moore 
19. (1966-1970) Alvin J. McNeil 
20. (1971-1973) Parlett L. Moore 
21. (1974-1976) John E. Westberry 
22. (1977-1979) Richard M. Ballard, Jr. 
23. (1980-1981) Charles B. Wright 
24. (1981-1984) Demetrius C. Newton 
25. (1984-1987) James T. Floyd 
26. (1987-1989) Moses C. McClendon 
27. (1989-1993) Carter D. Womack 
28. (1993-1995) William E. Stanley, Jr. 
29. (1995-1997) Carter D. Womack 
30. (1998-2001) Peter M. Adams, Esq. 
31. (2001-2005) Arthur R. Thomas, Esq. 
32. (2005-2009) Paul L. Griffin, Jr. 
33. (2009-2013) Jimmy Hammock 
34. (2013-2017) Jonathan A. Mason, Sr. 
35. (2017-2019) Micheal E. Cristal** 

 
* R. A. Billings was succeeded by George A. Parker in April of 1944 
** Micheal E. Cristal was the first President that attended a PWI, Mississippi State University 
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Our Editors of The Crescent 
1. (1921) Eugene T. Alexander 
2. (1922-1924) Ivorite L. Scruggs 
3. (1926) Benjamin F. Cofer 
4. (1927-1928) Cornelius V. Troup 
5. (1929) E. Palmer Banks 
6. (1930-1933) William A. Clark 
7. (1935-1936) L. D. Reddick 
8. (1937-1938) B. Franklin Vaughn 
9. (1939-1940) Edward C. Mitchell 
10. (1941) William C. Lester 
11. (1942-1944) B. Franklin Vaughn 
12. (1945) Harry O. Abbott 
13. (1946-1948) Lynwood W. Brown 
14. (1949-1950) L. D. Reddick 
15. (1951-1953) Dr. Cornelius V. Troup 
16. (1954-1963) Dr. William H. Pipes 
17. (1964) Dr. Cornelius V. Troup 
18. (1965-1967) Edger B. Felton 
19. (1967-1973) Wilton C. Scott 

20. (1974-1977) Reuben N. Vaughn 
21. (1977-1978) Gerald D. Smith 
22. (1978-1979) Guilbert A. Daley 
23. (1980-1981) Thomas B. Dickerson 
24. (1981) Samuel B. Newton 
25. (1982-1987) Dr. Guilbert A. Daley 
26. (1987-1989) Dr. Calvin C. Owens 
27. (1989) Charles Whitaker 
28. (1989-1993) Steve E. Ballard 
29. (1993-1995) Dr. Gilbert H. Francis 
30. (1995-1997) Steve E. Ballard 
31. (1997-2001) Damien DuChamp 
32. (2001-2003) Steve E. Ballard 
33. (2003-2005) Carlos Williams, II 
34. (2005-2009) Ron Lewis 
35. (2009-2013) Kent Pointdexter  
36. (2013-2017) Todd LeBon 
37. (2017-2019) Steve E. Ballard 

 

Our International Executive Directors 
1. (1948 – 1978) William E. Doar, Jr. 
2. (1978 – 1989) Gerald D. Smith 
3. (1990 – 1999) Dr. Lawrence E. Miller 
4. (2000 – 2007) Donald J. Jemison 

5. (2007 – 2011) Marco W. McMillian 
6. (2012 – 2016) Daryl A. Anderson, Sr. 
7. (2016 – 2018) Sammie L. Walthour 
8. (2018 – 2020) Daryl A. Anderson, Sr. 

 
*Lynwood W. Brown served as National Executive Secretary from 1946 to 1948. 
 
 

National DSC Presidents 

1. Hon. Cornelius V. Troup, Sr. 
2. Hon. Andre L. Childress 
3. Hon. Oliver C. Eastman 
4. Hon. Oscar Morgan 
5. Hon Gilbert H. Francis 
6. Hon. Chester Riley 

7. Hon. Guilbert A. Daley 
8. Hon. Sylvester Davis 
9. Hon. William E. Stanley 
10. Hon. Peter M. Adams 
11. Hon. Theoplis A. Woodard, II
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Members of the Distinguished Service Chapter 
(All National DSC Brother’s names are preceded by “Honorable”) 

No. Year  Name Chapter    No.  Year  Name Chapter 
1 1929 Atty. Jesse W. Lewis    

 
42 1953 Dr. M. T. Walker   

2 1930 Dr. Alain Leroy Locke   
 

43 1954 Woodrow W. Carter   

3 1930 Dr. I.L. Scruggs    
 

44 1954 Maurice A. Moore   

4 1930 Dr. Cornelius V. Troup, Sr.    
 

45 1955 Richard A. Hester   

5 1930 Dr. Robert R. Moton    
 

46 1955 Atty. Hutson L. Lovell   

6 1930 Augustin A. Austin    
 

47 1955 Dr. W. Sherman Savage   

7 1930 Atty. Arthur W. Mitchell    
 

48 1956 R. H. Beasley   

8 1934 A. Langston Taylor    
 

49 1957 Atty. Oliver C. Eastman   

9 1934 Dr. Clarence L. Roberts    
 

50 1958 Edger B. Felton   

10 1935 Dr. John Ashurst    
 

51 1959 Roswell O. Sutton   

11 1935 Dr. R. A. Billings    
 

52 1959 J. Benjamin Horton, Jr.  

12 1936 H. S. Crawford, Sr.    
 

53 1960 Dr. E. Rhudolphus Clemons   

13 1936 Atty. James W. Johnson    
 

54 1960 Dr. George D. Flemmings   

14 1937 James A. Jackson    
 

55 1961 Dr. William H. Pipes   

15 1937 Hugh Fisher Lewis    
 

56 1962 Dr. James A. Clark   

16 1937 Dr. Leonard F. Morse    
 

57 1963 Dr. Alvin J. McNeil   

17 1937 Dr. George Washington Carver    
 

58 1963 Charles I. Brown   

18 1939 Thomas W. McCormick    
 

59 1963 Dr. Parlett L. Moore   

19 1939 Dr. A.T. R. Weathers  M-A-L  
 

60 1964 Andrew L. Childress  M-A-L 

20 1940 Atty. George W. Lawrence    
 

61 1964 H. A. Howard   

21 1941 Elmo N. Anderson    
 

62 1966 Dr. Lawrence D. Riddick   

22 1941 Dewey W. Roberts    
 

63 1966 Atty. Fred G. Minnis, Sr.  

23 1942 Dr. Felix J. Brown    
 

64 1967 Major Ephraim E. Person   

24 1946 Clarence L. Townes, Sr.    
 

65 1967 Edward M. Baker   

25 1946 Dr. Edward C. Mitchell    
 

66 1969 Atty. James T. Horton   

26 1946 Dr. Clarence Muse    
 

67 1969 S. Edward Gilbert, Sr.   

27 1946 Dr. Charles W. Hill    
 

68 1969 Richard E. Alleyne, Sr.   

28 1946 George F. Robinson, Sr.    
 

69 1970 William J. Nicks, Sr.   

29 1947 John W. Woodhous    
 

70 1970 Ro. Oscar M. Morgan   

30 1947 Zaid D. Lenoir    
 

71 1972 Atty. Richard M. Ballard, Jr.   

31 1947 Atty. George A. Parker    
 

72 1972 J. Neil Armstrong   

32 1948 Dr. George L. Hightower    
 

73 1972 Judge Joseph D. Roulhac   

33 1949 William E. Doar, Jr.    
 

74 1973 Gilbert H. Francis   

34 1949 Dr. John A. Turner    
 

75 1973 C. Melvin Patrick   

35 1949 John E. Smith    
 

76 1973 William Perry   

36 1950 Dr. Edward P. Jimson    
 

77 1975 Archie A. Alexander   

37 1951 Dr. Ras O. Johnson    
 

78 1975 Dr. Ulysses S. McPherson   

38 1951 Dr. Rivers Fredericks    
 

79 1975 Samuel B. Newton   

39 1952 John F. Lewis    
 

80 1976 Clifford M. Blackman   

40 1952 James A. Grant    
 

81 1976 John E. Westberry   

41 1953 Dr. Robert J. Hill    
 

82 1976 Reuben N. Vaughn   
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No. Year  Name Chapter    No.  Year  Name Chapter 

83 1978 Dr. Guilbert A. Daley     126 1997 Clarence D. Johnson   

84 1978 Charles W. Moore     127 1997 Charles Y. Thomas   

85 1979 Lewis W. Engram     128 1999 Dudley E. Flood   

86 1979 Dr. Frank T. Hawkins     129 1999 Henry L. Goldston   

87 1979 Chester Riley     130 1999 James L. Hill   

88 1981 Dr. Orris V.B. Cooper     131 1999 Emmett H. Spencer, Sr.   

89 1981 LTC Lucius E. Young     132 1999 Elbert P. Green   

90 1981 Hon. Gilbert W. Lindsay     133 1999 Louis D. Hassell   

91 1982 Atty. R. Eugene Davis     134 1999 August J. Marigny   

92 1982 Atty. Demetrius C. Newton     135 2001 Peter M. Adams, Esq.   

93 1984 Sylvester Davis     136 2001 Joseph T. Bickers   

94 1984 Dr. Henry E. Cheaney     137 2001 Judge Luke A. LaVergne   

95 1984 George H. Hibbler     138 2001 Larry D. McCutcheon   

96 1985 Arthur D. McNeal     139 2001 William J. Walker   

97 1985 Marshall Bass     140 2003 T. Harding Lacy, Jr.   

98 1985 Edward E. Cannon     141 2003 Robert J. Booker   

99 1987 James T. Floyd     142 2003 Theoplis A. Woodard, II   

100 1987 Dr. Samuel Robinson     143 2003 Dr. Joseph Carter   

101 1987 Luster B. Hayes     144 2003 Emanuel J. Kenny, Jr.   

102 1991 Henry L. Moore     145 2003 Carlia E. Oatis, Jr.   

103 1991 Clifford M. Ashmore, Sr.     146 2005 Lynard Carter   

104 1991 Henry A. Webb     147 2005 Ronald H. Carter   

105 1991 James A. Clarke     148 2005 William F. Hayslett   

106 1991 Waymon L. Ponds     149 2005 Sidney Moshette, Jr.   

107 1991 Clifton H. Felton     150 2005 Winford L. Rose   

108 1993 Thomas Washington     151 2005 Arthur R. Thomas   

109 1993 Moses C. McClendon     152 2005 Kevin R. West   

110 1993 Julius C. Simmons     153 2007 Scherod Barnes   

111 1993 William S. Riley     154 2007 Larry Blanding   

112 1993 Alonzo C. Jackson     155 2007 Eric Gilliam   

113 1993 Carl J. Turner     156 2007 Dr. J. W. Mason   

114 1995 Howard Felder     157 2007 Dr. Ernest Miller   

115 1995 Luther J. Mitchell, Sr.     158 2007 Dr. Anthony A. Samad   

116 1995 Argel G. Oatis, Sr.     159 2007 Millard J. Watkins   

117 1995 Charles H. Odom     160 2011 Daryl A. Anderson  

118 1995 Mack T. Scott     161 2011 William D Fails  

119 1995 Wilfong Wilson     162 2011 Jerry Green  

120 1995 Carter D. Womack    163 2011 Daniel J. Tann  

121 1997 William E. Stanley, Jr.     164 2011 John A. Turner, Esq.  

122 1997 Robert B. Greaux     165 2011 Judge Carl A. Walker  

123 1997 Jesse T. Williams, Sr.     166 2011 Jeffery D. Whitmore  

124 1997 Marvin L. Cheatham, Sr.     167 2013 Paul L. Griffin, Jr.  

125 1997 James D. Anderson     168 2013 Jimmy Hammock  
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No. Year  Name Chapter    No.  Year  Name Chapter 

169 2013 Greville French    181 2017 Charles H. Talbert  

170 2013 Sidney McCray    182 2017 Quentin W. Goodwin  

171 2013 Keith Pitts    183 2017 Sammie Ford III  

172 2013 Archie J. Powell    184 2017 Michael W. Hines  

173 2015 Jeffrey Sneed    185 2017 John L. Milner  

174 2015 Martin L. Currie    186 2017 Marion Wright  

175 2015 Thomas Edwards    187 2019 Theodore “TJ” Lewis, Jr.  

176 2015 Shirl E. Gilbert II    188 2019 Robert L. McLean  

177 2015 Daryl A. Prince, Sr.    189 2019 David J. Miller  

178 2015 Johnnie Young    190 2019 Ray Smith  

179 2017 Jonathan A. Mason, Sr.    191 2019 Darryl T. Williams  

180 2017 Congressman John R. Lewis        

 
 

Members of the Alain Leroy Locke Honors Chapter 

No. Year Name UNIVERSITY /COLLEGE Chapter 
1 2011  Collin T. Miller  Louisiana State University  

2 2011  Travis A. Adams University of Arkansas - Pine Bluff  

3 2011  Richard T. McDuffey Jackson State University  

4 2011 Reuben D’Silva University of Nevada  

5 2011  Sean Harvey Hampton University  

6 2013  Toney Tillman, Jr. Tennessee State University  

7 2013  Fred L. Reed III Southern University - Baton Rouge  

8 2013 Armani A. Davis University of Pittsburgh  

9 2015  Cory R. Zeller Mercer University    

10 2015  Brian E. Barney University of Cincinnati  

11 2015  Ade T. Jackson University of California – Davis  

12 2017  Justin L. Neal North Carolina A & T University  

13 2017 John Nix Tennessee State University  

14 2017 Bradley N. Jenkins Georgia Tech  

15 2017 John Akpan University of Iowa – Iowa City  

16 2019 Tim Hernandez* University of North Colorado  

17 2019 Thomas Bengston Georgia Institute of Technology  

18 2019 Christopher Hinton Appalachian State University  

*Associate Member – Collegiate brothers who are inducted into the fraternity through an alumni chapter because 

the University/College does not have a chartered collegiate chapter. 
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CHAPTER 4           

 ORIENTATION AND GUIDANCE OF THE CRESCENT CLUB DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

What the Fraternity Requires of its Crescents 

The Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity is comprised of chapters. Each chapter is responsible for ensuring that 
prospective members meet all the requirements of membership in the Fraternity—as delineated in the 
International Constitution—before being admitted into the chapter as members. This handbook has 
been prepared for the use of chapters and Crescents to guide them in carrying out this most important 
responsibility. 
 

The Function of a Fraternity in a College 

A fraternity member should be an asset to his college/university and community. He should set the 
example of good manners, high scholarship, productive thinking, service to society, and well-rounded 
manhood. 

Selecting Men for Membership 

A man should live his life with the purpose of becoming a part of all that is offered which may contribute 
to a rich life and service to his fellowmen. Among these things is membership in a Greek-letter 
fraternity. His aspirations will be directed toward membership in the fraternity with the most to offer 
him in terms of his system of values. Consequently, it is the duty of the chapters to impress the 
newcomer with the ideals of Phi Beta Sigma. Instruction is often needed to help the newcomer to decide 
wisely. One should be ever aware that only those college men who are seekers after the ideals of Sigma 
can become true Sigma men. Sigmadom is not a bequest, but a conquest. To this end some chapters 
have found it profitable to organize a group for the purpose of giving information concerning the 
principles of the Fraternity to prospective Crescents. Prospective Crescents are observed and rated on 
their merits in terms of the requirements of the Fraternity. This prevents men who do not possess those 
qualities demanded by the Fraternity from wasting their time and the time of the chapter by being held 
in the Crescent Club for long periods of time only to be dropped later.  
 
It is important that only men of character and ambition be admitted into the Crescent Club 
Development Program. Every field of study should be represented in the membership. This is necessary 
for the fullest growth of the Fraternity. Qualities of sociability, high scholarship and integrity are factors 
of the greatest importance in considering men for memberships.  
 
The time of testing comes after one has been honored with the presentation of the Crescent Pin. This 
period is often discouraging and uncertain. It is time when the weak fall by the wayside and the strong 
and worthy go on to membership.  
 
Crescents should not be weak nor easily discouraged. Nothing is of worth which does not meet the test 
of purposeful living. 
 

The Crescent Club Development Program 

The Crescent Club of Phi Beta Sigma is an organization of candidates for membership. Herein each 
Crescent is observed, tested, and instructed so as to determine his probability of being able to render 
outstanding service to himself, his college, society, and Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. As a Crescent, one is 
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expected to show simple forms of good manners in class, on the campus, in the street, at social 
gatherings, and, in fact, everywhere. He is to show good scholarship and the ability to develop 
intellectually. He is expected to demonstrate the ability to be led as well as to lead. He is required to 
show an agreeable nature, a cooperative interest, and signs of energetic activity. He must not neglect 
any opportunity to share in worthwhile campus activities. The good Crescent has: 
 

1. An unmatched love for his Fraternity; 
2. The ability to respond to his Big Brothers and his superiors; 
3. The ability to enter conversation with worthwhile thought and proper diction; 
4. Proper respect for all persons and their rights; 
5. Interest in the social welfare of all people; 
6. A sensitivity for political justice; 
7. The ability to mingle with one’s fellowmen without boasting or bragging of his own 

accomplishments; 
8. The self-pride to dress in a manner representative of his Fraternity; 
9. A quest for the knowledge of the rules and regulations of his Fraternity; 
10. The desire to develop the habits of punctuality and accuracy; 
11. The desire to develop a progressive mind and action. 

 
When a Crescent has demonstrated these qualities, he is considered ready for initiation into the 
Fraternity which entitles him to all its privileges and honors. 
 

Status of a Crescent 

The Crescent member is considered as a Little Brother. He enjoys the friendship, social and scholastic 
interest of the members known as Big Brothers. The Crescent Club is an organization within itself, but 
operating under the direction of the Chapter. The Chapter exercises its influence and gives guidance to 
the Crescent Club through its representatives, the CCDP Team, who is appointed by the Chapter. 
Additionally, the Regional Director will assign a minimum of three CCDP Consultants to supervise the 
CCDP Team. The Club has the privilege to sponsor a service project or whatever they may deem of credit 
to the Fraternity. The financial obligations incurred by the Club are to be borne by its members and each 
member is expected to support the program of the Club in full. Herein is developed the love for fraternal 
life and its advantages. 
 
The personal conduct of the Crescent member is expected always to meet the standards of the 
Fraternity and respect the status of the chapter members. 
 
The Crescent must give first consideration to his studies, he must show ability to budget his time so as to 
provide for participation in extra-curricular activities, for study, rest, and work. The Crescent is expected 
at all times to show a positive attitude toward the Club and the Fraternity. 
 
While the Crescent Club is an organization of its own, it is under the control of the chapter which must 
approve all programs. Each Crescent should always remember that the deepest respect and the utmost 
endeavor to obey the directives of the chapter are requirements which must not at any time be ignored. 
From these practices the Crescent is judged for membership. 
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The Crescent Pledge 

The Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity is an institution that has grown to national sphere and whose sons have 
given and are giving their best service to all people. They are keeping their pledge to serve humanity. 

 

The Crescent Pledge is a solemn agreement pledging one’s honor and character to the principles of self-
respect, friendship and brotherhood. While it is a contractual obligation made in the presence of 
members of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, its primary purpose is to reinforce the integrity and honor of 
one’s self.  The Crescent making this pledge enters a covenant of mutual interest and pledges not to 
divulge in any way the secrets of the organization and to give his best service to humanity. The Crescent 
Pledge is an agreement of Brotherhood. The words of the Crescent Pledge are: 
 

I do solemnly pledge and vow so to live that I shall exemplify the high ideals of Brotherhood, 
Scholarship, and Service and to show myself worthy of membership in Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. 

 

What Phi Beta Sigma Expects of Its Members 

Noble are the ideals of Phi Beta Sigma. Its hopes and aims must not be forgotten; therefore, it is 
expected of every candidate that: 

1. He comes into the Fraternity with sincerity of purpose, in faith and trust in the principles of 
the Fraternity, and that he sincerely adheres to them. 

2. He avails himself of every opportunity to contribute to the growth of BROTHERHOOD, 
SERVICE, and SCHOLARSHIP. 

3. He exhibits behavior consistent with the principles of the Fraternity. The Fraternity is 
measured by the character of its members. 

4. He meets his financial duties on time and in full. 
5. He contends for what is right - even though alone. 
6. He develops courage to study and defend the principles of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. 
7. He has a cheerful and agreeable personality. 
8. He shows courtesy to his fellowmen. 
9. He is true to his relations with his Brothers. 
10. He is honest and true to Brothers and society, as well as to himself. 
11. He works for justice and to stamp out hypocrisy. 
12. He shows patience and obedience to moral laws. 
13. He has self-control, self-respect and personal pride. 
14. He regards his Fraternity above all else. 
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What Phi Beta Sigma Offers a Member 

The Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity not only demands much from its members, but also offers much to its 
members. 

1. It offers a Sigma chain of fellowship - the deepest longing of the human heart. 
2. It offers a foundation of culture upon which to build a life of service and enduring friendships. 
3. It offers a fraternal code, a revelation of supreme brotherhood, an enlightened channel to a 

greater understanding, more thorough interpretation, and a broader field of application of the 
principles of service to humanity. 

4. It offers a fellowship of kindred minds. Within it is the friendship and understanding of those 
who share a common faith of brotherly unison, who are in quest of the highest intellectual 
realities, and are united in unselfish service to their fellowmen. 

5. It offers consolation and comfort when one is faced with the grim problems of life. 
6. It offers leadership in a progressive program for the good of humanity. 

 

Phi Beta Sigma's Twelve Inch Rule 

The Sigma man measures himself by: 
1. Time value 
2. Best performance of duty 
3. Perseverance 
4. The worth of example 
5. The virtue of patience 
6. Talent expression 
7. Economic wisdom 
8. The value of character 
9. Kindly attitudes 
10. Pleasure in work 
11. The worth of organization 
12. The dignity of simplicity 

 
Let him who would know the worth of himself measure his ability. 
 
Let him who would become a member of Phi Beta Sigma dedicate himself to the principles of 
BROTHERHOOD, SERVICE and SCHOLARSHIP that he may with the firmest conviction repeat the 
immortal words of the first initiate of PHI BETA SIGMA, Brother Abraham McCartney Walker: 
"I believe in all that Phi Beta Sigma represents, and I will herald and defend it even against the world." 
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CHAPTER 5           

 SYMBOLISM 

 

In hoc signo vinces 
In this sign, you shall conquer 
Constantine 
 

Symbolism has been used in all ages, and can be found in the literature of every people. It was first used 
by primitive people to give a satisfying representation of certain forces in life. Even today, symbolism is 
used as a means of conveying abstract ideals. For instance, the United States makes use of the eagle and 
the flag; the colleges use ferocious animals and pennants; the Christian Church uses the cross, bread and 
wine, the image of Christ, the Bible and many other representations of the abstract. Symbols give 
meaning to that which is abstract, and make our ideals more intelligible. The more highly developed or 
civilized a people, the more complex the symbolism. 
 
Secret organizations--like fraternities--use symbols for two reasons. First, secrets are buried within 
certain symbols, and in order to get their meaning, they must be interpreted. This is a safer way, 
therefore, for secret or semi-secret organizations. Second, it helps the individual associate an ideal with 
a concrete representation, thus giving him a more indelible impression of the ideal. The Greek Letters 
making up the name of the Fraternity and the Fraternity Pin 

 

The Crescent Pin 

It is generally held that Western civilization began in the regions of the Nile and the 
Tigris-Euphrates rivers. The latter is known as the “Fertile Crescent”. The fertile soil and 
moist atmosphere of these regions were conducive to the development of civilization. 
In these agricultural blood-veins nomads, in their search for food and shelter, settled 
and formed the first-known permanent and stabilized communities. The communities 
expanded into what were known as Egypt and Mesopotamia; from these arose other 
civilizations. One moved westward and culminated in our Western World. 
 

The Fertile Crescent having been the cradle of civilization, the Crescent Pin — a symbol of fertility and 
productivity, has been selected to designate membership in the Pledge Club. It means, above all, that 
the wearer should seek to fertilize his life by scholarship and to render service by producing in his life 
the things that make for the well-being of his immediate community and the world society. The pin is 
shown above. 

The Fraternity Name 

The three letters making up the name of the Fraternity and the 
Fraternity pin are the Greek letters "Phi", "Beta" and "Sigma". 
The Fraternity pin is beautifully designed with the letters "Phi" 
protruding from the background of the letters "Beta" and 
"Sigma". Only full-fledged members are entitled to wear the 
pin. The official pin is shown to the right: 

  

 

• 

• 
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The Shield or Coat of Arms 

The shield was designed by Brother W.E. Tibbs in 1914. The elements in the shield are the handclasp, 
the dove, three books, an ax, three stars, the Greek letters "Phi", "Beta" and "Sigma" and the date 1914. 
The significance of each element is revealed only to members. This shield is shown below.  
 

 
  

The Motto 

The motto of the Fraternity is Culture for Service and Service for Humanity. The motto of the fraternity is 
its ideals in action. The activities of the prospective member must be geared toward this motto. All 
activities should be conducted with the idea of rendering service. This is not only a Fraternity motto, but 
it is also a standard for personal living. 

 

The Flower 

Flowers fill unconsciously an important place in the world of men. Their beauty, their fragrance and 
brightness have borne many a message of consolation and cheer. Also, it must be remembered that 
flowers have been responsible for many a kind thought and renewed courage. 

 
The carnation, the most popular flower because of its long life, its 
fragrance, beauty and continual blossoming, has been chosen the 
flower of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. This flower was very timely 
chosen in that it depicts the very atmosphere of the Fraternity. It is a 
January flower, which is significant in that the Fraternity was organized 
in January. 
 
The carnation harmonized greatly with the ideals of the Fraternity. The 
full meaning of the flower is revealed only to members. The flower is 
shown to the right. 
 

The Colors 
The colors of the Fraternity are pure white and royal blue, the significance of which is revealed to 
members only. 
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The Hymn 

The Fraternity hymn is the hymn of praise, courage, and victory. It praises the three founders whose 
ideals - Brotherhood, Service and Scholarship - we have adopted. It calls us to service and exhorts us to 
courageously stick to the ideals of the Fraternity; it tells us to neither faint nor fear, but to fight on for 
the noble cause of Sigma. It anticipates victory for the ideals of Sigma and the thundering voices of 
Sigma men shouting "Our cause speeds on its way". The words of the Fraternity hymn follow: 
 

The founders of our wondrous band, 
In numbers though were three 

Taught ideals high which soon became 
A part of every Phi. 

Said they, “Our cause" let us make known 
Oh brothers don't dismay; 

Fear not; fight on for in this wise 
 

“Our cause speeds on its way.” 
From western plains to eastern hills 

There comes a shout of praise 
A shout which tells of victory. 

Bids “Beta Sigma” raise, 
A shout which swells to loud hurrahs 

And to us seems to say; 
Fear not; fight on, for our cause 

Speeds nobly on its way. 
 

March on march on, ye mighty host, 
Nor think the journey done, 

Nor of future deeds to boast, 
Till we've the victory won. 

Then when we hear, from time to time, 
“Sigma, what of the day?” 

We'll thunder back along the line: 
“Our cause speeds on its way.” 

 

The Crescent’s Chant 

The Crescent’s Chant expresses faith and loyalty. Faith is expressed in the men, the cause, and the 
achievements of the Fraternity. Loyalty is pledged by the pledgees; they promise to be loyal at all 
times and to follow in joy and pain, sorrow and strife. In the spirit of faith and loyalty only is the 
song to be sung. The words of the Crescent’s Chant follow: 
 

O Sigma, dear, thou hast for years led brave men strong and free; 
To thee we raise our hearts in song; We pledge our loyalty. 
The cause is just, we’ll follow still with courage ever new; 

Our souls fresh, thy manor fill with manhood pure and true. 
To serve thee e’er in joy or pain, In sorrow or in strife, 

We’ll still proclaim, in loud refrain, “Phi Beta is the life.”  
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The Sigma Creed 

The Sigma Creed is a declaration of belief in the principles of the Fraternity. It is a pledge to one's self, 
which binds him to the ideals of the Fraternity. 
Each member should seriously devote his best interest to this belief and show marks of it in all his 
relationships. By doing so, he shows his love for his fraternity. By living so, he proves the honor of his 
intentions, the truth of his word, and the integrity of his character. 
 
Each Phi Beta Sigma member must, at all times, to courageously and honorably defend the creed. This 
he should do because the principles of the creed are the principles of our moral code, which promote 
social harmony and intellectual growth. When solved, they exemplify objectively the integration of the 
creed of Phi Beta Sigma in one's personality. The Creed follows: 
 

I believe in the principles of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity 
and my loyalty to these transcends all personal responsibility. 

I believe that I should be a credit to the organization, 
and that I should at all times safeguard its reputation with the best in conduct. 

I believe in the unity of purpose as expressed in the motto 
– Culture for Service and Service for Humanity. 

These things constitute the true test of a PHI BETA SIGMA MAN. 

 

The Distinguished Service Key 

Those men who have outstandingly exemplified the ideals of the fraternity in their lives, and who have 
been members for at least ten years, may become candidates for the Distinguished Service Chapter. 
Only members who have been elected to membership in the Distinguished Service Chapter are entitled 
to wear the Distinguished Service Key. The Key is beautifully engraved with the letters "Phi", "Beta" and 
"Sigma". 

 

Other Symbols 

The Fraternity has a distress signal, a knock and a handshake known only to members of the 
organization. These should never be exposed to members outside the Fraternity. In the presence of 
persons not affiliated with Phi Beta Sigma, these secrets must be enacted under cover. 
 

Phi Beta Sigma has official symbols and some symbols which are not official, but have come to be 

accepted by the popularity (i.e. Blu Phi, G.O.M.A.B. and the hand sign). Some symbols have experienced 

casual use, but have no known history or connection with Phi Beta Sigma (i.e. wolf, camel, having 

cousins, or anything copyrighted that does not belong to Sigma). Phi Beta Sigma’s symbols are sacred. 

They have been passed down through the decades from the Founders and other brothers who were key 

in the genesis of the Fraternity. They should not be altered and should always be treated with 

reverence.  
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The Greek Alphabet 

English 
Spelling 

Greek 
Capital 
Letters 

Greek 
Small 

Letters 

Greek 
Capital 
Spelling 

Greek 
Small 

Spelling 

Common 
English 
Letter 

Corresponding 
English 
Sound 

Alpha    ά a ä 

Beta    ή b b 

Gamma    ά g g 

Delta    έ d d 

Epsilon    έό e ĕ 

Zeta    ή Z z 

Eta    ή E ā 

Theta    ή th th 

Iota    ώ i ē 

Kappa    ά k c , k 

Lambda    ά l ļ 

Mu    ύ M m 

Nu    ύ N n 

Xi    ί X ks 

Omicron    ό O ŏ 

Pi     P p 

Rho    ώ R r 

Sigma    ί S s 

Tau    ύ T t 

Upsilon    ύό u , y  
Phi    ί Ph f 

Chi    ί Ch k 

Psi    ί Ps ps 

Omega    ώέ O ō 
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CHAPTER 6           

 SONGS OF SIGMA 
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CHAPTER 7           

 HISTORICAL ESSAYS ON PHI BETA SIGMA 

AS I REMEMBER THEM 
BY LEONARD F. MORSE 

Reprint from The Crescent, Spring 1949 Special Edition, 35th Anniversary 
 
The personalities of the founders and charter members of “That Noble Band” Come alive for us, by way 
of the pen of one of them. 
 
Perhaps no more happy group of students ever trod the campus of Howard University than the twelve 
young men who on April 15, 1914 passed the word around the grounds that the Board of Deans had 
notified them that their petition to establish a new fraternity had been granted and that therefore Phi 
Beta Sigma had received official recognition that day. The movement had been “underground”. 
 
As this 35th anniversary Crescent is placed in the hands of thousands of Sigma men from Canada to 
Mexico and from New York to California, I am looking back through the mist of the years into the faces 
of that valiant little band that started our cause speeding on its way. 
 
The Big Three 
There is A. Langston Taylor, one of the three Founders, broad and tall. Perhaps his most characteristic 
trait was his slowness. He walked slowly, talked slowly, in a low monotone. But underneath his 
deliberate speech, thought and movement was an inner urge that drove him onto the completion of any 
task to which he once set his mind. Taylor was not considered a brilliant student, but was difficult to 
defeat in an argument if it involved the right or wrong of his methods of procedure in attaining his ends. 
During the scholastic year that Sigma was born, Brother Taylor was my roommate, affording me an 
opportunity to learn intimately his every mood, his loyalty and devotion to whatever he loved was 
unwavering. I do not recall his ever being absent from a single meeting of either the organizing 
committee or of Alpha chapter. Because of his mature manners and the fact that he was the oldest of 
the charter members, Brother Taylor was affectionately thought of as the “old man” of the group. 
 
When Phi Beta Sigma first became a dream in the Fall of 1913, Charles I. Brown, another of the three 
Founders, was, like Taylor, a Senior in the college of Liberal Arts. Brown was of average size, brown skin 
and princely in his manners. In dress, in movement, in speech, Brother Brown was the “perfect 
gentleman”. Whether this was due to his earlier contacts in his native Kansas or to family inheritance I 
am unable to say. Charles Brown was not valedictorian material but was able to pass his courses without 
difficulty. Of the three Founders, he was, perhaps, the least in ability as an organizer. This was 
compensated for by his loyalty and cooperation. His affability had put him in close contact with the best 
students on the campus. Because of this fact his suggestions were invaluable when the time came for 
the Founders to choose nine others who were to make up the twelve original members of Alpha 
Chapter. Forty-six days after Phi Beta Sigma officially became the second college Greek Letter Fraternity 
to be organized on the campus of Howard University, Charles Brown was graduated from the college. 
Somehow, we have lost touch with him in recent years. Some believe that he was a casualty of the first 
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World War; others assert that he is still alive somewhere in the world. We live in daily hope that we shall 
someday see our beloved Brother and Founder. 
 
In describing the third member of the founding trio, the writer must resort to autobiography. Leonard F. 
Morse was shorter and more slender than the two others. His color was a copper tint, characteristic of 
his Cherokee Indian ancestors. Deliberate in his manner, he was quiet and somewhat bashful. He usually 
did more thinking than talking. When he spoke, it was with a soft voice with the inflection of his native 
Massachusetts. His ability as an organizer is best attested to by the fact that when he wrote Phi Beta 
Sigma’s first Constitution, it was accepted by the group with no significant alterations. The only student 
of Greek among the brothers, it was natural that he would be the chosen one to ferret out the Greek 
words for the Fraternity and thus to give Phi Beta Sigma its name. While Morse did not make what we 
call straight “A’s” throughout his college career, he did succeed in doing enough work to win two 
diplomas and degrees at the end of his third year in college. He was the first male student at Howard to 
do so. Brother Morse was so highly esteemed by his fellow Sigmas that when the officers for Alpha 
Chapter were elected, he was chosen to lead the chapter and so became the first president of the first 
chapter. 
 
Scruggs, Tibbs and Jones 
Most prominent of the nine chosen by the three founders to be charter members was (and still is) I. L. 
Scruggs. Short and dumpy, Scruggs was from the first fired with an enthusiasm that burned so brightly 
that today after 35 years he is still unsurpassed in ardor and zeal for Sigma. Only Scruggs could have 
written Sigma’s beloved hymn and coined the expressions “Our Cause Speeds On Its Way”. Scruggs was 
the business mind of the group. Any problem that presented itself with a business angle was put in 
Scruggs’ lap. Invariably, he came up with the solution. Perhaps the brothers of that young Alpha chapter 
were too modest to talk about securing a Frat house during the summer vacation. Suffice it to say that 
when Howard opened in September, only 150 days after April 15, the day on which Sigma was given 
official recognition by Howard University, because Scruggs had done the impossible, Alpha chapter 
moved into a three-story brick, furnished fraternity house. It was the largest of any of the college 
chapter houses. I.L. Scruggs was methodical and efficient far beyond the average college student. So 
esteemed was he that the brothers elected him Alpha chapter’s first vice-president.  
 
W.E. Tibbs was a senior when Sigma was organized. Brown skinned, slight of build, he always made one 
think of one word, namely “fast”. He talked fast, moved fast and thought with lightning speed. With his 
keen mind and rapid thinking, Brother Tibbs was able to assist greatly in solving the many problems that 
presented themselves during those trying days while we awaited a reply from the Board of Deans.  
 
Jacob E. Jones can best be described as a handsome black boy; six feet tall well proportioned. “Jake” 
Jones was a tailor’s model. Even without his baritone voice, he would have been a campus favorite 
because of his ability and his cultured and refined manners. During my entire student days at Howard, 
no male student even approached Jones as a singer. When Roland Hayes, upon invitation of Dean Lula 
Vere Childers, came to Howard several times to sing the tenor role in “Elijah”, “The Messiah” and “The 
Children’s Crusade”, it was Jacob Jones who sang baritone solos, sang them so well that he afforded no 
unfavorable comparison with the young man who was destined to become one of the world’s greatest 
tenors. All who listened to Jake in those days predicted just as brilliant a career. 
 
Because of his great voice, Brother Jones was perhaps the best-known student on the campus. His 
membership in Sigma brought much prestige to the young fraternity, which was delighted to claim him 
as one of its Brothers. 
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Howard, Massie and Vincent 
Smallest of the charter members was J.R. Howard. A smooth, round-faced boy, he always appeared for 
class trim and neat as a pin. He was shy and seldom spoke first. However, once he got started, he 
became as sociable as one could wish. Howard was not the bold, aggressive type and probably did not 
make enough suggestions or present enough ideas to be credited with molding the framework of Sigma. 
The Founders believe that Sigma should have a heterogeneous type of membership, Brother Howard, 
Sigma’s First Chesterfield1, made this definite contribution as we began to speed our cause on its way. 
 
With one exception, S.P. Massie was probably the tallest of all the charter members. He was dark-
skinned with large feet. He spoke in a soft, quiet tone and always wore an infectious smile. Brother 
Massie was not an ordinary follower; rather an unusually good supporter. He could always be depended 
upon to carry out any assignment given him. Because of his ability and willingness to work hard, he 
made a real contribution to Sigma during its earliest days. 
 
W.F. Vincent was tall, fair-skinned with bushy, straight brown hair. His languid, easygoing ways were 
deceptive for he seemed on the surface to be indifferent. But as soon as one became acquainted with 
him, his keen mind and careful expression revealed the scholar in him. Vincent was unassuming, but 
brilliant. His love for Sigma was evident from the first meeting he attended. He asked for no honors or 
position, but was happy to perform accurately whatever tasks were given to him. It was upon young 
men like Vincent that Sigma depended heavily in those early days. 
 
Matthews, Alston, Franklin 
B.A. Matthews, a normal-sized brown-skinned boy, was an average student, full of fun and therefore 
very companionable. He kept close to the administrative officers and so was always available to render 
assistance when it was most needed. 
 
Brother T.L. Alston was the scientist of the group. He was light brown and a little freckled with reddish 
hair. He talked rapidly, clipping his words in such a way that one was reminded of a telegrapher sending 
his dots and dashes. He was always busy, moving hither and thither seemingly without enough time to 
accomplish the number of things on his program. He was a born chemist and always talked about the 
valences and formulae to anyone whom he could interest. His Sigma brothers delighted to listen to him 
speak in the meetings because he could summarize a situation with such speed and brevity. Alston was 
one of Howard's best students and one of our best and most beloved brothers. 
 
Last but not least among the charter members I remember is Joseph A. Franklin. Known on the campus 
as Joe Franklin, he came up through the Academy and on through college. Franklin was my roommate 
for two years. When one looked at Joe Franklin, one word inevitably came to one's mind. That word was 
"big". Brother Franklin was more than six feet in height. Everything about him was big: big head, big 
nose, big mouth, big voice and big feet. But biggest of all was his heart. Mainstay on Howard's champion 
football team for two years, he had endeared himself to all that knew him long before Phi Beta Sigma 
was organized. Joe Franklin was never too busy to be kind or polite or helpful. Wherever Franklin was, 
there was certain to be plenty of clowning. He was always the life of the party but his fun was always 
clean and his life and personal habits were those of a true gentleman. During my six years at Howard, 
Joe Franklin was my closest chum. 
 

 

1 Term referring to a dapper young man, derived from the stylish 19th Century Earl of Chesterfield. 
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These are that glorious band of twelve men as I remember them, men tried and true around whom Phi 
Beta Sigma Fraternity was built. Each one was different in temperament, in ability, in appearance; but 
that was why the three Founders chose them. We felt that a fraternity composed of men who were alike 
in habits, interests and abilities would be a pretty dull organization. Thirty-five years have slipped away 
since we clasped hands, but time will never erase the memory of that stalwart band from my mind. They 
have been an integral part of me and ever shall be. 
 

THE FIRST FOUR YEARS 
BY A. LANGSTON TAYLOR 

 
Reprint from The Crescent, Spring 1949 Special Edition, 35th Anniversary 
This Founder gives an intimate picture of those days of birth and infancy. 
 

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity represents the triumph of an idea--the success of a fixed desire. If we are to be 
precise about it, the idea of the Fraternity had its origin not at Howard University, as might be expected, 
but in my hometown, Memphis, Tenn. 
 

This is how it came about. One dull summer day in 1910, I was on my way home from downtown and 
paused for a while at Bumper's Beale Street Grocery Store to pick up the latest news from the Squash 
Center, which usually held afternoon sessions there. I engaged in conversation with a young man 
recently graduated from Howard University, and since I had already decided to go to Howard, I was very 
much interested in what he had to say about the University. He dwelt at length on the activities of 
Greek-letter fraternities there. His talk gave me an idea, and from that day, Phi Beta Sigma was in the 
making. 
 

I entered Howard University as a special student on November 23, 1910 and early the next Spring 
began to lay plans for carrying out the idea I had conceived the summer before. I found the work 
of organizing a fraternity much harder than I had expected and it took a much longer time than I 
had allotted to work. 
 

I did not allow organizational difficulties to upset my plans but kept pressing toward my goal, which was 
to establish a college fraternity. 
 

It was in the afternoon of the last Saturday2 of October 1913. The University had recessed on account of 
the death of President Newman’s wife. I was crossing the campus on my way to Clark Hall and met 
Leonard F. Morse, a former roommate of mine. I knew Morse well—his college record and his 
philosophy of life. I knew that he was reliable and sincere with a strong determination to carry out 
whatever program of work he undertook. It was because of these elements of character that I selected 
him to become co-partner in the founding of a new national fraternity. 
 
Our change meeting afforded me the first opportunity to discuss the matter with him. I told Morse I 
intended to start the organization with a small group of carefully selected students. He accepted the 
proposition, and we agreed on Charles I. Brown as third member of the founding group. 
 

Our talk ended here. I continued on my way to Clark Hall, happy in the thought that I had broken 
ground. 
 
2 President Newman’s wife died on Thursday afternoon, October 16, 1913. No classes were held from Thursday 
October 16 until Monday morning October 20. 
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Action 
The first meeting of the Organizing Committee was held at my home in the 900 block of “S” Street, 
Northwest, Tuesday November 2nd. The second meeting was held the next Tuesday at Morse’s rooming 
place in the 1900 block of Third Street, Northwest. During the remainder of November and December, 
meetings were held on the “Hill” (Howard University), during which time nine students were accepted 
for membership and the plans for the Fraternity were discussed and developed. 
 
On Saturday evening, January 9 1914, the group met at the 12th Street Branch, YMCA, and there in the 
Bowen Room, the twelve organizers sat around the conference table to give full and solemn 
consideration to the proposal to establish a new fraternity. 
 
As Chairman of the Organizing Committee, I reported how I had conceived the idea of founding the 
Fraternity and the three years of unrelenting toil I had given to the development of the plans. I closed 
the report by recommending that we form a permanent organization, to be known as Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity. Upon motion made by Charles I Brown, seconded by William F. Vincent, the recommendation 
was accepted and Phi Beta Sigma became a national fraternity in fact as well as in dreams. At least we 
had the structure for a national organization. The election of officers was the next order of business. 
Those elected were: A. Langston Taylor, National President, Charles I. Brown, National Vice-President, 
Leonard F. Morse, National Secretary and W.E. Tibbs, National Treasurer. Brother Brown was appointed 
Chairman of the Committee on Constitution: Brother Tibbs was designated to make a drawing for the 
Fraternity Seal. 
 
A petition was drawn up to the Board of Deans requesting recognition and permission to establish a 
chapter at Howard. The petition was signed by all of us. The twelve charter members are: A. Langston 
Taylor, Leonard E. Morse, Charles I. Brown, Walter E. Tibbs, Jacob E. Jones, Joseph A. Franklin, Samuel P. 
Massie, James R. Howard, Benjamin A. Matthews, William F. Vincent, I.L. Scruggs and T.L. Alston. 
Although the Board of Deans received the petition in January, it was not until April 15, 1914 that they 
rendered their decision. The members became disturbed at the long delay, feeling that the Deans might 
decide against us. 
 
In order to calm their fears, I assured them that Phi Beta Sigma was organized as a national fraternity 
and that if the University did not give its approval for a chapter there, we would proceed to establish 
chapters in other schools. 
 
Previous to the decision of the Deans, no public statement concerning the Fraternity had been made; 
however, news of its spread like wildfire over the campus and soon we were rushed with applications to 
join. 
 
Our first initiation was held May 4 1914 at 2226 Sixth Street, Northwest, at which time fourteen 
members were added to the roll. Brother Charles I. Brown formulated the ritual for the initiation and 
the National President, A. Langston Taylor, conducted the initiation with the assistance of other charter 
members. Abraham McCartney Walker was the first initiate. 
 
Sigma moved rapidly to the front in student activities and in the life of the city. Our first opportunity to 
take part in campus activities was in the annual election of the staff for the Howard Journal (student 
publication) in May of 1914. In this election, we succeeded in having Brother A.M. Walker elected 
Assistant Editor, thus placing him in a position to be a candidate for the editorship in the annual election 
of May 1915. Brother Walker headed the official ticket with our National President as a candidate for 
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Circulation Manager. Both were elected. This victory broke the control that another fraternity had held 
with the Journal since the beginning of fraternities over at Howard. 
 
Graduate Member 
At the regular meeting of the Alpha Chapter on March 4 1915, I proposed the name of Herbert L. 
Stevens for member in the Fraternity. Stevens was a graduate of the Class of 1914 and well known to 
the charter members. He became our first graduate member, per se. Soon after we had taken him in, I 
wrote Stevens requesting him to proceed at once to establish a chapter at Wiley University where he 
was teaching. After several months of negotiation with the University authorities, the Beta chapter was 
established November 15, 1915. This was the first chapter of a Negro Greek-letter society to be 
established south of Richmond, Virginia. 
 
The General Board received in November 1915 an invitation from Elmer W. Diggs, founder and President 
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity to unite with it. The General Board, after careful consideration, decided 
not to accept the invitation. 
 
Brother Charles I. Brown graduated in June 1914 and left to make his home in the West. Brother 
Leonard F. Morse, after serving one year as President of the Alpha Chapter, graduated in June 1915 and 
went south to live. Thus, the valuable aid and service of two of the co-founders of the Fraternity was lost 
to the national office at the very time their help was most needed. Fortunately for the Fraternity, 
Brother Scruggs and Brother Vincent had been added to the list of advisers. Without their vision and 
judgment, the Fraternity would have been greatly hampered during its early years. 
 
There is another group of members, although not of the charter group, but whom, nevertheless, 
because of the valuable service they rendered to the work during the early years of the Fraternity and 
because they have remained loyal and active members up to the present time are justly entitled to 
special mention here. These are Prof A.M. Walker, Dr. M.T. Walker, Dr. Benjamin H. Early, Dr. William 
Sherman Savage, Dr. John C. Camper, Dr. Frank Saunders, Dr. Bernard Harris and Prof Thomas 
McCormick. 
 
Conclave 
The year 1916 found the work of the building the Fraternity moving forward with great success under 
the guiding hands of Brother Vincent, Scruggs and Taylor. We had moved forward to a leading position 
in campus activities. We had control of the University Journal. Brother Vincent was President of the 
Kappa Sigma Debating Society while Brother William H. Foster was President of the College YMCA. On 
the national field, the Gamma chapter had been established at Morgan College, Baltimore MD. We had 
three chapters and two hundred members enrolled. Our motto: “Culture for Service and Service for 
Humanity” had endowed us with high aspirations that were leading the Fraternity on to noble 
achievements. We felt strong enough now to issue a call for our first National Convention. 
 
This convention was held at the Alpha Chapter house, 1907 Third Street Northwest, Washington DC, 
December 28th-29th 1916. At the business session on Saturday, the 28th, I stated that I felt three years 
were long enough for a National President to hold office. In the election that followed, Brother I.L. 
Scruggs was elected National President; I was elected National Treasurer and Brother William F. Vincent 
was elected National Editor. Brother Professor L.M. Hershaw gave the convention address. Dr. John R. 
Hawkins, Financial Secretary of the African Methodist Episcopal Church brought greetings from the 
community and Mr. George W. Hall represented the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. 
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The year 1917 opened with war clouds hanging low over America. These clouds soon forced our country 
into war. Through the help of Brother Charles I. Brown, one of our Founders, who was teaching at 
Topeka Institute, Topeka, Kansas, we were able to establish the Delta Chapter at Kansas State College, 
Manhattan, Kansas. 
 
The year, opening under war clouds, closed in a shadow of sorrow for Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. Brother 
William F. Vincent, gentleman, scholar and loyal brother, after several months of illness, left for his 
home in Oklahoma. In the closing days of 1917, he joined what we later called our Omega chapter. His 
parting words to me, as he bearded his westbound train, were: “Taylor, carry on for Sigma until we meet 
again.” This I have tried to do to the best of my ability. 
 

TIP-TOE THROUGH THE CRESCENTS 
BY L. D. REDDICK 

 
Reprint from The Crescent, Spring 1949, Special Edition, 35th Anniversary 

A lucky old Editor turns pages – and tells about the sights and scenes. 
 
Well fellows I got ‘em. That is, I got ‘em together. After inquiring and searching, begging and borrowing, 
I finally rounded up some 36 different issues of our “official organ”. 
 
Are these all? I believe so, but cannot be sure about it. Neither W. Sherman Savage, our Historian, A.L. 
Taylor, our Founder, R.O. Johnson, our President nor Richard Billings, that veteran of Alpha Chapter, 
could put his hands on or even recall laying eyes on any other issues. Moreover, the Crescent 
newsletter, earlier this year, asked all Brothers and chapters to check their files for copies not listed. So, 
chum, if you should discover any number that we’ve missed, please let us borrow it for two weeks. 
 
At any rate, these are almost all if not all. Accordingly, the front cover and table of contents of each 
issue will be Photostatted and these reproductions deposited in the offices of the National President, 
National Executive Secretary, Editor of The Crescent and Founders A.L. Taylor and L.F. Morse. This 
means that forever afterwards there should be in the permanent records of these places, facsimiles of 
the face and contents of our official publication. 
 
Perhaps a little later, we may be able to persuade the Brothers who possess the various scarce issues to 
part with them so that a complete run of The Crescent itself can be bound and placed permanently in 
the office of the Editor. Understandably, these men who have taken such pains to save the hard to find 
copies want to keep them a little longer. 
 
The Beginning 
Well, here they are; piled up on my desk and spread around the office on chairs. How do they look? 
What do they say? I hold in my hand, No. 1, volume 1 of Phi Beta Sigma Journal. I never thought I'd see 
it. This is the first issue of our official organ. The record shows that a Fraternity Editor was elected as 
early as the 1916 Conclave and doubtlessly released statements and communications from time to time. 
But November 1921 marked the advent of the national publication as such. 
 
The initial number was rather small in size, 6x9 inches; 14 pages. The cover was slick, white enamel with 
blue ink. The Frat insignia was in the center of the cover; ads were on the back. Eugene Thomas 
Alexander was the Editor; A.L. Taylor, Business Manager. I have never had the pleasure of seeing 
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Brother Alexander, to know him. From his photograph on page 11, he appears (or appeared) to be of the 
"Latin" type -- large eyes and ears, olive complexion and wavy hair. The Business Manager's initials are 
signed to two of the editorials. 
 
The Editor himself wrote: 

The purpose of the Journal is threefold: first to report the current activities of all the chapters of 
the Fraternity; second, to acquaint the various members with the laudable achievements of the 
Phi Beta Sigma men; and third, to develop and foster a true Phi Beta Sigma spirit. The Journal 
will appear hereafter in January, March, May and November. 

But it didn't. 
 
There were letters in a "Fraternity Forum" department and chapter notes; a famous composite 
photograph of Alpha Chapter that has been reprinted many times and the words to "Our Cause Speeds 
on". 
 
This little magazine must have been a "thriller" to the boys way back there in those day. The Phi Beta 
Sigma Journal next appeared in November 1922 -- a year later. It was much like its predecessor in size 
and format. 
 
The new Editor was I.L. Scruggs, the Business Manager remained the same -- yes, Taylor. Scruggs 
initialed two short editorials on the inter-fraternal council and the coming conclave in Baltimore. 
Brother Taylor held forth on "the new program" and reported -- with gusto -- the Atlanta Conclave of 
the 1921 Christmas season. In March 1924, Editor Scruggs, now an MD, wrote:  

After months of idleness; so far as the concerned, the fraternity again takes its place in the front 
ranks. You will note a change in the name of the publications. Formerly, it was published under 
the name "The Phi Beta Sigma Journal". At the tenth annual conclave held at Kappa chapter, 
Meharry Medical College in Nashville Tennessee, the name of the Journal was officially change 
to "The Crescent". The honor for the suggestion of this name goes to Mu Chapter of Lincoln 
University, Pennsylvania. 

 
With a new name came a new 8x10 inches; 24 pages. Black letters were printed on the front of the dull 
blue cover, nothing on the back. The issue was termed “Graduate Brotherhood Number”. It included 
sketches of such notables as Dr. Edward Porter Davis, Dr. Alain Leroy Locke, Dr. Thomas Wyatt Turner, 
James Weldon Johnson, Judge Robert H. Terrell, Prof. George W. Carver and Prof. E.C. Mitchell, who was 
then President of Payne University. 
 
This may be thought of as an embryonic “Who’s Who”. 
 
This issue, like many another, contain little memoirs scattered throughout, such as the boyish photo of 
one R. A. Billings who was the President of Zeta Chapter. Another photograph, of Mu, shows old C.P. 
Johnson, dead in the center – radiating dignity and determination. 
 
The December 1924 issue – what so soon? – was mighty like its brother. It pointed toward the coming 
Conclave and carried a report on “problems of race adjustment in northern urban centers”. There was a 
half-page spread on Brother John A. Kenney, MD, who in 1908 proposed the Journal of the National 
Medical Association of which he became manager and later editor. Brother S.A. Barksdale rated a full 
page pose for being “All-American Tackle”. The passing of that outstanding Howard Athlete, Brother 
Haywood McPherson Johnson, was mourned. 
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The March 1926 issue brought forth a new editor, Benjamin F. Cofer. From his picture on page 2, he was 
much less plump in those days than now, as he moves about Atlanta. This new scribe was thankful for 
his elevation and called upon the brotherhood to give “constructive service” for, he continued, “The 
world is watching our fraternities.” 
 
There are likenesses and messages of President Arthur W. Mitchell and ex-President J.W. Woodhouse 
(whose surname was not then printed with the final “e”). There is to be seen a double-page photo of the 
1925 Conclave in Richmond which shows about sixty fellows dressed in the winter styles of the times. 
The Fraternity Song was on the back cover with a note that said: air “Auld Lang Syne”. The cover was 
somewhat purplish in color with blue ink. 
 
Editor Cofer quickly put out his next issue – May ’26. The format was unchanged. The leading editorial 
on “Bigger and Better Business” gave unqualified endorsement to the new project. Most of this issue, as 
with most of its successors down through the years, was devoted to reports of the activities of the 
chapters and national officers. Perhaps this is the core of any fraternity publication. 
 
This edition also carried accounts of Brother Mitchell’s tour of the South and Brother Locke’s “masterly 
address” in Birmingham. Such names as George Blakey, J.W. Jones (“PeeWee”), F. J. Brown Jr. (Yep, 
that’s Felix) are encountered as one flips the pages. (Were these college menthen? yes, that was quite a 
few years ago.) 
 
New Styles 
C.V. Troup, now President of Fort Valley State College, became editor with the March 1927 number. He 
used page 4 for the picture of his staff: I.L. Scruggs, literary editor, Frank S. McClarin, associate editor. 
The colors on the cover were brightened up considerably with a white semi-leatherette background for 
dark blue ink. This was the “Brotherhood number”. 
 
Editorials dealt with “Better Business Week” and a proposed program for a joint inter-fraternal 
convention. Editor Troup felt that it ought to be a campaign of “active propaganda…to place before the 
nation and the world, the Negro’s hopes, wrongs and ambitions”. 
 
In addition to messages and papers of national officers (then referred to as General Officers), chapter 
notes, photographs of several frat houses and groups, a spread on Brother M.W. Dogan, President of 
Wiley College and others such as: “Pee Wee” Jones, who at the time was scoring 100 on most of his 
examinations at Meharry; there was an athletic section and a joke section. For the first time, Brothers 
really laughed in The Crescent. Altogether this was a fine production. 
 
For December ’27, Editor Troup changed the cover design. Black letters were printed on a green 
background with a floral emblem between the name of the magazine and the Fraternity seal. Scruggs 
initialed all of the editorials. On the debate between Kelly Miller and V.E. Calverton, Editor of the 
Modern Quarterly, as to whether Orthodox Christianity had been a handicap to the Negro, Scruggs 
favored Miller who favored Christianity. 
 
On Sigma’s commission to investigate the conditions of the people of Haiti under American occupation, 
Scruggs favored the Haitians. On the “Clean Speech” campaign that was dying a difficult death, Scruggs 
favored – well, clean speech. 
 
Page 10 showed the best photographed of Brother R.R. Moron that I have ever seen. On page 14, was 
the likeness of Brother Scruggs’ “better half” -- not merely because she was this; in her own right she 
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was at that time President of Zeta Phi Beta. John A. Turner, we see, looked then about as he looks now 
but Waiter Carter, Jr., was a youth. Rev. C.L. Russell, who later became a Bishop, looked like a Semitic 
Knight of the Mystic Sea. Brother Hillard S. Moore, President of Alpha chapter “died Saturday, October 
15 at 12:50 a.m. after a brief illness”. 
 
Apparently, no Crescent appeared in 1928. The one for April 1929, it would seem, tried to make up for 
this. It was the biggest and sportiest Crescent ever. It measured 9x12 inches; 62 pages. The cover was 
cream leatherette. The type for it was in two tones, blue and luggage tan. Instead of the insignia, there 
was a quarter moon crescent floating across a cut of the National President. A purple cord bow added 
the final touch. This was the work of Brother E. Palmer Banks (DDS) of New York. 
 
This issue had more of everything in it than any Crescent ever before. There was a short history; a small 
“Who’s Who”; sidelights on the Louisville Conclave; informal snapshots; article by Alain Locke and James 
Weldon Johnson; numerous chapter notes, athletic news, a poet’s corner (edited by John T. Doles, now 
a New York attorney) and five pages of “Frat Fun”, also with a special editor. Unfortunately, one of the 
jokes got out of hand. It was “too, too”. It caused a little trouble. No, I’m not going to repeat it for you. 
Incidentally, on page 60 is an intriguing shot of Brother Charles A. Petioni, the well-known Manhattan 
medic with the handlebar mustachio. 
 
Victorian Dignity 
In 1930, The Crescent moved from New York to Tuskegee. Gone was the flamboyancy of the big 
metropolis. William A. Clark was editor for four years. He put out five issues –March and December 
1930, March and December 1931 and December 1933. He made them as quiet, as solid and as dignified 
as possible. 
 
Again, the size became 8 x 10 inches. The covers became a dull dark blue except for March 1930 when 
they were greenish blue. 
 
In addition to the usual copy from officers and chapters, there was an article by Brother Monroe N. 
Work and poems by Brother Ben N. Azikiwe, who is now the leader of the Nigerian independence 
movement. Surprisingly, H.L. Mencken’s superb piece “The Burden of Credulity” was reprinted. Some 
attention was devoted to the “Economic Problems of Negro Women” – a topic usually passed over.  
 
James A. “Billboard” Jackson wrote, “Why not make our fraternity the original business frat…” Azikiwe 
asked was “Liberia: Slave or Free?” He later wrote a book about this. The music was printed for “Our 
Cause Speeds on”. The melody used then sounds better than the one we use now (at least to me). 
Brother Edward S. Bishop wondered “Will the depression bring the Negro to his senses?” 
 
Did it? R.O. Johnson did his first Crescent article and what do you think the subject was? “Twentieth 
Century Speed”. Rev. Luther M. Fuller wrote two scathing articles that might have given a hint that he 
would someday fight the brass-plated Jim-crow of the U.S. Army. You recall that during World War II, 
Brother Fuller, who was a chaplain in the South Pacific, became a hero to his men when he stood his 
ground for equal treatment for Negro soldiers and candor in stating the real goals of victory. 
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Social Consciousness 
At the cold Chicago Conclave of 1933, L.D. Reddick was elected Editor. He lasted for three years and put 
out three numbers (would have done more had the funds been available). These were lively numbers 
(he says) that attempted to grapple with several of the crucial questions of the American, Negro and 
fraternity life. 
 
The March 1935 issue was organized around the twin theme: “Twenty years of Sigma” and “Toward 
Social Action”. 
 
The cover was cream; the print was light blue. On the front were the themes; on the back “On to 
Atlanta”. “The Tower” editorialized mostly about Social Action. Perhaps this was the reason that Brother 
Taylor, in one of his playful moods, observed the “That tower appears to be leaning slightly to the left.” 
There was a book review of Brother James Weldon Johnson’s Negro Americans – What now? 
 
The December 1935 front cover was checkerboard of blue and white squares; the back showed all roads 
leading to the Atlanta Conclave. Inside was a symposium: “Black Americas’ way out.” Emmett May stood 
steadfastly for Social Action. 
 
Brother James Weldon Johnson turned thumbs down on communism. St. Clair Drake, now 
Anthropologist at Roosevelt College, mildly called for a cooperative commonwealth in which “our entire 
productive machinery is used to supply goods for consumption and employment for men, rather than 
profits for stockholders.” 
 
The gathering up of chapter histories and the elements for a general history, begun in the previous issue 
was continued. A Sigma basketball team won the New York Metropolitan championship for 1934-1935, 
one story said and Dr. R.A. Billings had done a psyche-genetic study of religious behavior, a book review 
indicated. 
 
The April 1936 publication was probably the most ambitious Crescent of all. The cover showed the bold 
face of a worker pushing forward as slanting skyscrapers moved out of its path. The editorial “Tower” 
set up the symposium “Better Business and the Cooperative Movement”. This was merely a come-on for 
seven splendid articles by the Brethren that discussed critically the vital economic relations of our 
society. 
 
Emmett May plugged for the approach of the National Negro Congress, Jacob L. Reddix for the 
Cooperative Movement; A.L. Holsey for the Colored Merchant's Association idea; "Billboard" Jackson for 
the traditional small business. Joseph W. Nicholson emphasized the collective power of the Negro 
Consumer; Bishop W.J. Walls underscored the responsibility of the church in economic matters, while 
Ned Harris called for basic social change, peaceably if possible, through revolution if necessary. There 
was a literary criticism of Brother J. R. Coan's biography of Daniel A. Payne. 
 
This exciting issue also included poems by C.V. Troup and that amazing sonnet of social protest 
"Awakening" by Octave Lilly, Jr.  

The early morning greets him to this task, 
And he must slave until the fall of night. 
Small wonder that he chooses now to ask 
The boon that is his own inherent right. 
The luxuries resultant from his toil - 
Enjoyed in freedom by the idle class - 
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Are his because he cultivates the soil, 
Or mans the industries of steel and brass. 
They call him striker, red and communist 
Because, awakened from lethargic sleep, 
He cries aloud in order to enlist 
The aid of others like himself from deep. 
Repose aroused. They know his claims are true; 
And strangle him to crush his point of view. 

 
For 1937, B. Franklin Vaughn was Editor. He put out the July and Decembers numbers of that year and 
another for November, '38. After experimenting, Brother Vaughn was able to get the artist Aaron 
Douglas to do a modernistic design for the cover. It was used for the next four issues. The Crescent now 
was somewhat smaller, perhaps less pretentious; yet full of fraternal news. 
 
Brother E.C. Mitchell, Dean of Morris Brown, succeeded Brother Vaughn. He put out six straight 
numbers, April, October and December of ’39; April, October and December of ’40. The page size 
expanded to 9x12 inches; the number of pages contracted down to 20 or 36 per printing. The type was 
run three columns to the sheet. 
 
In the Spring number for 1939, Brother Holsey came out for Agriculture: A New Frontier for College 
Trained Men”. Should not this be added to our better business promotion? Joel W. Smith reported the 
third annual victory for Sigma in the Atlanta inter-frat basketball tournament. 
 
For October, Brother J. Robert Smith, journalist expressed the thought that the Frat boys ought to 
promote better business in such a way as to wield power and influence with the politics and 
government agencies. For December (still ’39), some attention was given to the Silver Jubilee. Dr. 
Billings, for one, did a thoughtful review entitled, “After Twenty-five Years”. Editor Mitchell charged the 
men to “keep faith with our fathers”. Brother Vaughn seemed to have answered with “Faith of our 
Fathers Justified”. Founder Morse looked back. Carver was again honored. The national offices received 
a double-page picture display. 
 
The April ’40 number showed a new face. This was to be used for four issues. The design showed a huge 
block of color, unbroken line on the right, broken line on the left. Above it were crescent shaped letters’ 
within it were several life-like line drawings. The inset photograph was changed each time. This number 
also carried orchids to Brother Dewey W. Roberts for leading the fight for equalizing teachers’ pay in 
Knoxville, Tennessee; also there was a group photo of the Silver Anniversary Conclave. 
 
The October ’40 number carried “Father Divine is God” by Brother Ollie Stewart, well-known newspaper 
man. 
 
The December number was slight, only 14 pages. It pointed to the Conclave. 
 
William C. Lester of Tuskegee put out the June 1941 Crescent. He kept the 9x12 size but used the double 
instead of the triple column page. Clarence Muse was glorified as “Sigma’s Contribution to Hollywood”. 
Across the bottom of two other pages was an outside shot of the 1940 Conclave at Tuskegee. 
 
Brother Vaughn returned to the editorship with the April 1942 number, putting out successively the 
ones for December ’42, June ’43 and April ’44. He reduced the dimensions to 8x11 and on two editions 
put the American flag up in the right had corner of the cover (it was war time). 
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The April 1942 edition carried a remarkably clear inside shot of the Conclave of ’41 at Philly and an 
outside shot of a group by President Billings that placed a wreath on the colored soldier’s monument at 
Fairmount Park (also in Philadelphia). 
 
In the December 1942 number, Brother W. Sherman Savage analyzed the influence of the Gaines case 
on graduate and professional education in the South. Clarence Muse defended the role of the Negro 
actor in Hollywood, asserting that his parts were becoming better each year. There was a five-page 
illustrated article on the Four Freedoms and one good page on the influence of the war on Negro 
business. It was a big fat issue. 
 
The June ’43 Crescent was “dedicated to the memory of the last Brother George Washington Carver”. 
This is still the best round-up on Carver that has appeared: pictures, biography, the bill for establishing a 
national memorial for him, the testimony at the Congressional hearings on the proposal, poems and 
tributes of every sort. 
 
This same issue showed Ollie Stewart Roosevelt-Churchill Casablanca conference, Lawrence Whisonant 
(now Winters) the actor-singer in action and Sigma’s top military man, Colonel Howard D. Queen. 
Theads helped swell the page total to 72. 
 
The April ’44 edition examined the Detroit race-riot of June 1943 and the promise and plight of the 
Negro in the North during war-time. Brother A.A. Austin’s speech for “Wings Over Jordan” was printed. 
Brother Elmo M. Anderson’s profile appeared on page 18. Brother Sidney P. Dones and the Governor of 
California were shaking hands on page 35. Mrs. Ida P. Jiggetts (Phil’s wife) on page 40 gave a gracious 
smile appropriate to the New York President of “Sigma Wives. The new melody to “Our Cause Speeds 
On” by Brother John N. Sharpe was printed. Again, the magazine reached 60 pages. 
 
War to Post-War 
No Crescent appeared again until 1945. During that year Brother Harry O. Abbott, formerly of Tuskegee, 
but then of Chicago, put out spring and fall editions. There were small and quite plain. Evidences of the 
war shortages of paper, newsprint and labor were all to be seen. The pages were closely packed and 
even more closely trimmed. Social Action was revived. Brothers in the armed services were listed. 
 
The winter edition of 1946 reflected the return of peace. Again, the pages shot up to 60, filled with cuts 
and articles. Lynwood W. Brown, the National Executive Secretary was also Editor, the two offices being 
combined. Was not this a bit of overloading? 
 
Brother Savage described the role of Greek-letter organizations in the post-war period. Frank Smalls, 
budding novelist of Manhattan, did an impressionistic essay. A couple of dozen names made up a 
“Who’s Who” for Upsilon Sigma chapter. The spring and fall numbers for ’48, both edited by Brother 
Brown, are still too recent to require comment. In order to cut down the cost of production, the slick 
enamel paper was changed for a cheaper, yet serviceable grade for the magazine’s “insides”. The cover 
was blue ink on enamel white. Among the numerous cuts were one of the 33rd Anniversary Conclave in 
Atlanta, 1947 and another of the Lone Star Regional Conference. 
 
In the spring number, retiring President George A. Parker gave a candid report on the state of things. 
The fall number showed the Summer Conclave, August 11-14, in Los Angeles and the Text of Brother 
Caliver’s Conclave address on “Essentials of Leadership”. The truly beautiful blue and white float of the 
Sigma chapter at Florida A&M College deserved to win the first prize– which it did win. This chapter, 
Alpha Eta, came in for a couple of shots of its “Sigma Shrine Room at the college. “Our Cause Speeds 
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On” was printed again, this time the music by Brother Sharp had been transposed by one Janice Johnson 
of Chicago. 
 
As with the previous number, Brother Brown did not write any editorials. However, he did devote most 
of page 2 to the American Council on Human Rights. 
 
Brown used the triple column page with numerous cuts. His layout was well balanced. Julius C. Thomas, 
Jr., the National Junior Vice President, has his say on the housing problem. 
 
The Spring number for 1949 – on that gentle reader, you have in had now. 
 
And so with a hop, skip and jump, we see something of the way our official organ has looked: 36 issues; 
28 years; 11 different editors and 1,326 pages. Naturally, some editions were better than others but 
looking back they are all good to see. Singly, each one directly or indirectly brings to mind some screen 
or thought; collectively, they are the best public documentation of the Fraternity’s history and of certain 
phases of the social and cultural development of Negro life in American too. The angers and indignations 
lent fire; the intentional, if not the unintentional, humor lent grace. The ups and downs of life are all 
reflected here. In a word, the Crescent, unlike the British Empire in the 20th century, been a success. 
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CHAPTER 8           

 POETIC THOUGHTS BY MEN OF PHI BETA SIGMA 

 

O Black and Unknown Bards 

James Weldon Johnson 

 

 

O black and unknown bards of long ago, 

How came your lips to touch the sacred fire? 

How, in your darkness, did you come to know 

The power and beauty of the minstrel's lyre? 

Who first from midst his bonds lifted his eyes? 

Who first from out the still watch, lone and long, 

Feeling the ancient faith of prophets rise 

Within his dark-kept soul, burst into song? 

 

Heart of what slave poured out such melody 

As "Steal away to Jesus"? on its strains 

His spirit must have mightily floated free, 

Though still about his hands he felt the chains 

Who heard great "Jordan roll"? whose starward eye 

Saw chariot "swing low"? And who was he 

That breathed that comforting, melodic sigh, 

"Nobody knows de trouble I see"? 

 

What merely living clod, what captive thing, 

Could up toward God through all its darkness grope, 

And find within its deadened heart to sing 

These songs of sorrow, love and faith, and hope? 

How did it catch that subtle undertone 

That note in music heard not with the ears? 

How sound the elusive reed so seldom blown, 

Which stirs the soul or melts the heart to tears. 

 

 

 

Not that great German master in his dream 

Of harmonies that thundered amongst the stars 

At the creation, ever heard a theme 

Nobler than "Go down Moses". Mark its bars, 

How like a mighty trumpet-call they stir 

The blood. Such are the notes that men have sung 

Going to valorous deeds; such tones there were 

That helped make history when Time was young. 

There is a wide, wide wonder in it all, 

That from degraded rest and servile toil 

The fiery spirit of the seer should call 

These simple children of the sun and soil, 

O black slave singers, gone, forgot, unfamed, 

You -- you alone, of all the long, long line, 

Of those who've sung untaught, unknown, unnamed, 

Have stretched out upward, seeking the divine. 

 

You sang not deeds of heroes or of kings; 

No chant of bloody war, no exulting paean* 

Of arms-won triumph; but your humble strings 

You touched in chord with music empyrean.** 

You sang far better than you knew; the songs 

That for your listeners' hungry hearts sufficed 

Still live, -- but more than this to you belongs: 

You sang a race from wood and stone to Christ. 

*paean (pe' an) - a war song or song of triumph ** 

Empyrean (em' pi re'an) - the highest heaven, 

where the pure element of fire was supposed by the 

ancients to exist. 
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Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Words by James Weldon Johnson 

Music by J. Rosamond Johnson 

 

Lift ev'ry voice and sing, 

Till earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the list'ning skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the 

dark past has taught us, 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has 

brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, 

Bitter the chast'ning rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat 

Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has 

been watered, 

We have come, treading our path through the blood 

of the slaughtered, 

Out from the gloomy past, 

Till now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou who hast by Thy might 

Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our god, 

where we met Thee; 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, 

we forget Thee, 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 

May we forever stand, 

True to our God, 

True to our native land. 

 

Consolation 

Ben Nnamdi Azikiwe 

Calm down and cease from secret groans, 

While you may lose a hard fought race, 

The sun will melt away your moans, 

Its rays and light will give you grace. 

 

Cool down and cease from sweltering, 

You cannot win for all the time; 

You'll always have a peltering, 

No matter what your race or clime. 

 

Rise up to face the common foe, 

Surrender not your fate to him, 

Perplexities of grief and woe 

Can also stare him with a grim. 

 

Calm down, dejected soul of man, 

And cease from whining all the time; 

You have to fight in this short span, 

If you must conquer, you must climb! 

Believe in Yourself 

Cornelius V. Troup 

Believe in yourself, don't give up the fight 

Just keep on struggling with all of your might. 

Resolve that you will not yield in despair, 

Your burdens, then, will be lighter to bear. 

 

Believe in yourself, then work doubly hard 

To achieve your goal despite every odd. 

Faith in one's self and the will to succeed 

Are the requisites that all of us need. 

 

Believe in yourself and be not dismayed! 

Take courage from those who have made the grade. 

Keep moving on with a resolute will 

And you'll reach the top of life's rugged hill. 
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The Creation 

James Weldon Johnson 

And God stepped out on space, 

And he looked around and said, 

"I'm lonely -- 

I'll make me a world." 
 

And far as the eye of God could see 

Darkness covered everything, 

Blacker than a hundred midnights 

Down in a cypress swamp. 
 

Then God smiled, 

And the light broke, 

And the darkness rolled up on one side, 

And the light stood shining on the other, 

And God said, "That's good!" 
 

Then God reached out and took the light in His hands, 

And God rolled the light around in His hands 

Until He made the sun; 

And He set that sun a-blazing in the heavens. 

And the light that was left from making the sun 

God gathered it up in a shining ball 

And flung it against the darkness, 

Spangling the night with the moon and stars. 

Then down between 

The darkness and the light 

He hurled the world; 

And God said, "That's good!" 
 

Then God Himself stepped down -- 

And the sun was on His right hand, 

And the moon was on His left; 

The stars were clustered about His Head, 

And the earth was under His feet. 

And God walked, and where He trod 

His footsteps hollowed the valleys out 

And bulged the mountains up. 

 

Then He stopped and looked and saw 

That the earth was hot and barren. 

So God stepped over the edge of the world 

And He spat out the seven seas; 

He batted His eyes, and the lightnings flashed; 

He clapped His hands, and the thunders rolled; 

And the waters above the earth came down, 

The cooling waters came down. 

 

Then the green grass sprouted, 

And the little red flowers blossomed, 

The pine-tree pointed His finger to the sky, 

And the oak spread out His arms, 

 

The lakes cuddled down in the hollows of the ground, 

And the rivers ran down to the sea; 

And God smiled again, 

And the rainbow appeared, 

And curled itself around His shoulder. 
 

Then God raised His arm and He waved His hand 

Over the sea and over the land, 

And He said, "Bring forth! Bring Forth!" 

And quicker than God could drop His hand, 

Fishes and fowls 

And beasts and birds 

Swam the rivers and the seas, 

Roamed the forests and the woods, 

And split the air with their wings, 

And God said, "That's good!" 
 

Then God walked around 

And God looked around 

On all that He had made. 

He looked at His sun, 

And He looked at His moon, 

And He looked at His little stars; 

He looked on His world 

With all its living things, 

And God said, "I'm lonely still." 
 

Then God sat down-- 

On the side of a hill where He could think; 

By a deep, wide river He sat down; 

With His Head in His hands, 

God thought and thought, 

Till He thought, "I'll make me a man!" 
 

Up from the bed of the river 

God scooped the clay; 

And by the bank of the river 

He kneeled Him down; 
 

And there a Great God Almighty 

Who lit the sun and fixed it in the sky, 

Who flung the stars to the most far corner of the night, 
 

Who rounded the earth in the middle of His hand-- 

This Great God, 

Like a mammy bending over her baby, 

Kneeled down in the dust 

Toiling over a lump of clay 

Till He shaped it in His own image; 

 

Then into it He blew the breath of life, 

And man became a living soul. 

Amen. Amen. 
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A Friend 

Cornelius V. Troup 

A friend is one who stands by you 

It matters not what you may do; 

A friend in sunshine and in rain 

A friend in health, a friend in pain 

No matter what life may bring, 

A friend, to you, will always cling. 

 

The Bitter Cup 

Cornelius V. Troup 

I drink from the bitter cup 

With the choking oil of prejudice 

To quench my thirst. 

I ask for a cooling drink 

Of the water of freedom 

To soothe my parching lips. 

 

Instead, they give me 

The gall of oppression. 

And the dredges are so bitter; 

My God, they're bitter! 

And they tell me 

I must drink and like it! 

 

My soul burns within me 

At the sight of that cup, 

And every day the man 

Within me stirs 

And whispers, oh so clear: 

"’Tis better to die of thirst 

Than drink forever from 

The bitter cup” 
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CHAPTER 9           

 ZETA PHI BETA – OUR SISTER ORGANIZATION 

IN THE BEGINNING 
BY CHARLES ROBERT TAYLOR 

Reprint from The Crescent, Fall, 1959 Founder, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
 
When Brother Pipes wrote me that the fall issue of the Crescent featuring “Our Zeta Sisters” would be 
dedicated to me, I had a feeling of pride and satisfaction. Pride in the fact that I had the visualization of a 
sister organization and the satisfaction in the knowledge that the organization has grown to be 
international in a few short years. 
 
As I look back over the thirty-nine years that Zeta Phi Beta Sorority has been an organization, I am filled 
with a deep sense of gratitude. I am grateful that I allowed the dreams of my mind, the meditation of 
my heart to be expressed and bear fruit. Our Sorors are the fruits of my dreams! 
 
My vision is clears as I turn back the curtain of the years, I remember how I wondered about our 
organization of Phi Beta Sigma. I wondered what would give it new life and inspiration. Sisters, of 
course! In the quiet of my own meditation that inspiration came and with it came a searching for the 
one person to be the nucleus of my idea. Where could I start? I was sure that I dare not speak of this to 
the other brother until I had found a firm beginning somewhere. 
 
As though moved by some pulling power, I recall how I thought of a sincere and enthusiastic young 
woman, who for me was the embodiment of our brotherhood in the sisterhood of which I dreamed. She 
had character and gifts. She had a beautiful spirit and intellectual effectiveness. She had appeal in her 
personality and her words. I knew that if I won her, she would not give up until she had perfected a 
nucleus of a sisterhood for Phi Beta Sigma. 
 
And then I strolled across the campus of Howard University with Arizona Cleaver (my campus date). 
With fear and trembling, I gave her my secret. I risked all upon my ability to inspire her to become the 
first sister of Phi Beta Sigma, and to begin with herself in establishing a sisterhood of finer and stronger 
women that would make all men proud. 
 
I was proud to see her thoughtful consideration of my idea and the hope in her attitude. I was the 
architect of a great human plan. I was the engineer of a social venture, which was to include so many, 
many more than I could then realize. I began to lay out the full plan – how this group would find a place 
that was not filled by either of the two sororities then active on the campus. The plans were beautiful. 
And, like any other architect, I drew out mental lines of the human feat and turned it over to the 
builders. Arizona Cleaver was the chief builder and she asked fourteen others to join her. I shall never 
forget the first meetings held in dormitory rooms of Miner Hall. Miss Hardwick, the matron, never knew 
I was about until I was escorted out by Arizona, who was her assistant. I was Miss Hardwick’s favorite 
boy. 
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From these fourteen only five remained tried and true and these became the founders, the builders, the 
first cornerstones of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority. Those who did not see the true vision were unable to stand 
the jeers of the crowd who called them “The Praying Bank” and other laughable names. They were not 
the finer women that we sought. But these who saw the real ideals visualized the need for a special 
group set aside for a special mission. These are they who gave the foundation to our sisterhood. 
 
As National Executive Secretary of Phi Beta Sigma, I wrote to the officers of every Sigma Chapter 
requesting the establishment of a sister organization.  
 
There was a quick response – so, in addition to the Alpha Chapter at Howard; Beta, Morris Brown 
University, Gamma, Morgan College (Gamma was a second Chapter so named because they wished to 
carry the same name as the Sigma Chapter on Morgan’s Campus); Delta, Kansas City State College; and 
Epsilon, New York City, were started by ardent brothers who saw the good in my meditations and in the 
work done by those first faithful sisters: Arizona Cleaver, Myrtle Tyler, Viola Tyler, Fannie Pettie and 
Pearl Neal. 
 
Following a formal introduction given by Brother A. Langston Taylor and me at the Whitelaw Hotel, they 
were also welcomed on the campus by the Alpha Kappa Alpha and the Delta Sigma Theta Sororities. 
 
Our first joint formal, Feb. 21, 1920, at the Whitelaw Hotel, was a gala affair. 
 
Through these thirty-nine years, I have watched the fulfillment of my meditation and I have said as our 
late brother James Weldon Johnson had the Creator to say “That’s good!”  
 

ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, 1920-1965 
(A HISTORY) 

The Planting: Organization 
 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority was organized at Howard University, in Washington, D.C., on January 16, 1920. 
 
The founders and charter members of the sorority consisted of Arizona Cleaver, Viola Tyler, Myrtle 
Tyler, Pearl Neal and Fannie Pettie. (Significantly enough, a sister relationship – a consanguineous one – 
already existed between Viola Tyler and Myrtle Tyler). 
 
Two men of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Charles Robert Samuel Taylor and A. Langston Taylor, assisted the 
“Five Pearls” in organizing the sisterhood. In fact, the interest manifested by the Tylers and the 
enthusiasm, energy, and ability exhibited by Arizona Cleaver provided the cornerstone for the building 
of the Sorority. 
 
Founder-First President and Grand Basileus-Emeritus, Arizona Cleaver Stemons, chose an appropriate 
quotation to begin her article, written for the 35th anniversary edition of The ARCHON: 
 

“The lamp of learning is passed from hand to hand; the seed maturing becomes the many seeds 
of future plantings.” 
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As Soror Stemons continues with an historical account of Zeta Phi Beta’s beginning, one can easily 
discern the mounting evidence of the homage due her for laying well the foundation before passing 
down the mantle of responsibility. This can be well seen in the abstract which follows: 
 

“When Zeta Phi Beta Sorority had its beginning at Howard University, Washington, DC in January 
1920, the first World War had not been long ended. Women were still kept on a pedestal; the chaperone 
was in vogue, the cigarette belonged only in the male realm; the tap room was unheard of, and no ‘lady’ 
entered the ‘Women’s Entrance’ of the old-fashioned saloon. Curse words did not pass her lips, and even 
a bit too much makeup made her character questionable. The greater aspirations of college women were 
there ascertainment of knowledge and the exhibition of the fine qualities of womanhood. 
 

One day against the above background, a member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, in the person of 
Charles Robert Samuel Taylor, while moving about the campus at Howard University in the company of 
Arizona Leedonia Cleaver, asked her she would endeavor to establish a sister organization to Phi Beta 
Sigma. After thinking the request over thoroughly and reaching conclusion that there was room and 
material on the campus for another sisterhood, the task was undertaken. 
 

Fourteen young ladies were interested in the idea of a new sorority. The First meetings held in a 
dormitory room of Miner Hall were well attended and those present left with much enthusiasm. 
However, many found the going too rough. The founders of the Sorority were Viola Tyler, Pearl Neal, 
Fannie Pettie, Myrtle Tyler and Arizona Cleaver. 
 

Permission was secured from the authorities of the University to have another sorority on the 
campus and a Zeta Constitution was formulated, based upon Sigma’s Constitution. Thus, Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority and Phi Beta Sigma became the first Greek-Letter Sister and Brother Organizations. During the 
early existence, our Brothers often met with us and gave advice. Our first Boule was held jointly with the 
Phi Beta Sigma Conclave, December of 1920, in Washington, DC. 
 

The outstanding highlights of our beginning were the formal introduction of the Sorority to the 
Community, given at the Whitelaw Hotel, Washington, DC by two Fraternity Brothers, Charles R.S. Taylor 
and A. Langston Taylor and our Welcome to the Campus by the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, at a reception in the assembly room of Miner Hall.” 
 
The Germination: Early Development 
 
Uniquely connected, from birth, to a fraternity, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority legally pinpointed this kinship and 
stated in the Sorority’s guides for early development, in the Preamble to the Zeta Constitution: 
 
“We” a group of college women organized as a sister group to Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, do hereby bind 
ourselves together for the purpose of: 

1. Furthering the cause of education by encouraging the highest standards of scholarship among 
college women.  

2. Uplifting worthwhile projects on college campuses and within communities in which we may be 
located. 

3. Furthering the spirit of sisterly love and promoting the ideals of finer womanhood.  
 
Activities emanating from the founders, in the early stages of Zeta’s development are vividly chronicled 
by founder Arizona Cleaver: 
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“In the beginning, the five of us, Viola Tyler, Myrtle Tyler, Pearl Neal, Fannie Pettie and myself, did 
whatever our hands found to do. Then we increase our number in our first initiation. As I remember, we 
added Sorors Gladys Warrington, Harriett Dorsey, Pauline Phillips and Nellie Singfield. During our first 
year of existence, a Zeta took top honors in scholarship at Howard University: Soror Pauline Phillips 
graduated Summa Cum Laude. 
 
The first five chapters were set up – Alpha, Howard University; Beta, Morris Brown University; Gamma, 
Morgan College (bearing the same name as the Sigma chapter on Morgan’s campus); Delta, Kansas 
State College; and Epsilon, New York City.” 
 
In December 1920, Phi Beta Sigma and Zeta Phi Beta held its first joint Conclave-Boule in Washington, 
D.C. At that time Soror Arizona Cleaver was elected the first Grand Basileus. 
 
For the year 1921-1922 Soror Myrtle Tyler Faithful was elected second Grand Basileus. On the Editor’s 
Page of the 25th anniversary edition of the ARCHON, Soror Lillian J. Fentree (Antapokritis, 1952-1959) 
revealed that Zeta Phi Beta’s first official organ was born under the name of X-Ray. Soror Grace Bradley 
of Atlanta, GA was the magazine’s first editor, serving a one-year term, 1921-1922. 
 
For the year 1922-1923 Soror Joanna Houston was elected third Grand Basileus. From a legal point of 
view, 1923 was a significant year in the history of the Sorority. In that year, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority was 
incorporated under the laws of the District of Columbia. The charter bears the signatures of Myrtle 
Tyler, Gladys Warrington, Joanna Houston and Goldie Smith. 
 
In the same year, another important event focused the Zeta spotlight upon an Atlanta soror, according 
to research of Dr. Nancy Bullock Woolridge McFhee (Grand Basileus, 1948-1954). For when the 1923 
Grand Boule was held in Atlanta, Georgia, Soror Eugenia Chiles submitted plans for the national 
celebration of Finer Womanhood Week, which is now an observance recognized as one of Zeta’s 
principal trade-marks. 
 
Soror Fannie Givens’ tenure as Grand Basileus from 1930-1933 was marked by an important 
decentralization of administrative responsibility: the grouping of chapters into geographical regions, 
supervised by Regional Directors. Four Regional Directors were named to head chapters in geographical 
areas indicated: Andrades Lindsay Brown, New England Region; Elsie Z. Graves, Middle Atlantic Region; 
Roberta F. Bell, Southern Region and R. Lillian Carpenter, Western Region. 
 

ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY HISTORY 
 
The Founders- The Five Pearls 
Arizona Cleaver-Stemons, Myrtle Tyler-Faithful, Viola Tyler-Goings, Pearl Anna Neal and Fannie Pettie-
Watts 
 
The History 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. was founded on January 16, 1920, on the campus of Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. as the sister organization to Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. Five women chartered Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority to 1) encourage the highest standards of scholarship through scientific, literary, cultural 
and educational programs; 2) promote service projects on college campuses and in the community; 3) 
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foster sisterhood; and 4) exemplify the ideal of Finer Womanhood. A private nonprofit organization, 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority is incorporated in Washington, D.C. and Illinois. 
 
Since its inception, the sorority has chronicled a number of “firsts” among the established black 
sororities. In addition to being the only organization constitutionally bound to a fraternity, the sorority 
was first to charter international chapters, (West Africa and Germany); to form adult and auxiliary 
groups, the Amicae, Archonettes, Amicettes and Pearlettes; and to organize its internal affairs within a 
central, national office administered by paid staff. 
 
Zeta Phi Beta fosters the ideals of service, charity, scholarship, civic and cultural endeavors, sisterhood, 
and Finer Womanhood. These ideals are reflected in the sorority’s national programs for which its 
members and auxiliary groups provide countless hours of voluntary service to staff community outreach 
programs, fund scholarship, support organized charities and promote legislation for social and civic 
change. 
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CHAPTER 10           

 DOWN MEMORY LANE 

 
Crescent Club Development Program Assignments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Project Ideas and Notes:  
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Crescent Club Development Program Roster: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local Alumni and Regional Leadership Contact Information: 
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Module 1 Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 2 Notes: 
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Module 3 Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 4 Notes: 
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Module 5 Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 6 Notes: 
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