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The Ohio Herpetological Society: Reflections by a  
Former Officer

I was not present at the very birth of The Ohio Herpetological 
Society (OHS) in 1958, later to become the Society for the Study of 
Amphibians and Reptiles (SSAR), and never actually saw the ditto 
machine that produced the earliest issues of its journal (Fig. 1). 
Still, I think I can claim to have been part of the “Ohio mafia” that 
guided the OHS through the early to mid-1960s (Appendix 1). Per-
haps some reminiscences about the society in its earliest days will 
help illuminate its singular history and help to understand how it 
evolved into a progressive, international organization.

The unique trajectory of the SSAR, from its beginnings as an 
“amateur,” state-based organization to what it has become to-
day, has been partly summarized elsewhere (Ford and Collins 
1983; Moriarty and Bartholomew 2007; Adler 2016, 2019). The 
OHS has often been described as an “amateur” or “local” soci-
ety, founded by a couple of high school students to serve the in-
terests of other young amateurs interested in Ohio herps, that 
somehow morphed into the world’s largest professional herpe-
tological society. The larger truth is that from its very beginnings 
there were factors that would shape the society’s future in ways 
that we never anticipated in the 1960s (Fig. 2; Table 1).

The 1960s were formative years for the society and its two 
founders, and certainly for me. I now remember them as halcyon 
days, though I’m sure time has selectively sorted and dimmed 
my memories. These were years when our “normal” school 
friends were obsessing over cars, girls, clothes, and the Beatles, 
but we were concerned with distribution records, natural history 
notes, the most economic printing mode for the OHS journal, 
and finding a typewriter that would somehow render scientific 
names in italics. I remember my parents being concerned about 
all this. Mostly, though, I remember what fun it was.

discovering The ohs

The OHS came to my attention one day in the fall of 1959, or 
maybe it was early 1960, when I was hanging out in the natural 
history area of the Ohio State Museum in Columbus. Its Curator 
of Natural History, Dr. Edward S. Thomas, had a special inter-
est in helping youthful naturalists, including me and three of my 

high school friends. At the time we were aspiring entomologists, 
more interested in beetles than Beatles, but Dr. Thomas knew 
that I was also interested in herps. On that day he showed me a 
new journal, published by an organization I’d never heard of, its 
cover displaying a nice photo of a massasauga that he’d taken. 
The name and home address of The Ohio Herpetological Soci-
ety’s Chairman appeared inside the cover and Dr. Thomas sug-
gested that I give him a call.

Kraig Adler and I quickly learned that we had many things 
in common: we’d been born in the same hospital in Lima, Ohio, 
and our parents had been high school classmates and friends. 
We lived in adjacent suburbs of Columbus that were major foot-
ball rivals and neither of us was much interested in athletics. 
Kraig invited me to his parents’ home in Upper Arlington, which 
was an easy bicycle ride from mine in Grandview.

HERPETOLOGICAL HISTORYHERPETOLOGICAL HISTORYHERPETOLOGICAL HISTORY

STEPHEN G. TILLEY
Department of Biological Sciences, Smith College, Northampton, 
Massachusetts 01063, USA; Mailing address: 26 Labrie Lane, Holyoke, 
Massachusetts 01040, USA; e-mail: stilley@smith.edu

Fig. 1. Society co-founders Kraig Adler and David M. Dennis type-
writing and printing the 1958 issues of the Trimonthly Report. Adler 
often had to write articles at the last minute to fill up issues; print-
ing was done on a refurbished, second-hand ditto machine in his 
parents’ basement. Cartoon by John Tottenham, staff artist at the 
University of Michigan Museum of Zoology, and distributed at the 
Society’s 10th Anniversary Meeting in 1967.
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Like most high school herpetologists, Kraig had once kept 
a live collection, largely of tortoises, crocodilians, and pythons. 
Now that he was in college at Ohio Wesleyan University, 25 miles 
north of Columbus, he was developing a collection of preserved 
specimens, many of them obtained via correspondence and 
trades with established herpetologists. Kraig was also accumu-
lating a herpetological book collection that already included 
some ancient and historically important volumes.

Before I met Kraig, I had learned a fair amount about local 
amphibians and reptiles, from books in the Grandview Public 
Library and by flipping junk in vacant lots and turning rocks 
along the Scioto River. I think our meeting marks the time that I 
began to realize that there was more to herpetology than catch-
ing and keeping snakes: that it was a field of science with a deep 
and fascinating history and that there were ways to make a living 
at it that included teaching and doing research at colleges and 
universities. Kraig, Dave Dennis (Kraig’s closest friend), and the 
society that they co-founded became huge influences in my de-
velopment as a biologist. It’s easy to wonder, looking back over 
what is now more than sixty years, what my life would have been 
if Dr. Thomas hadn’t showed me that journal on his desk.

The adler and dennis TeaM

Kraig and Dave had accidentally met in the spring of 1954 
when they were independently hunting watersnakes along the 
Scioto River below O’Shaughnessy Dam, near the Columbus 
Zoo (Dennis 2019). Soon, once Dave was old enough to get his 
driver’s license (he is the older of the two), they discovered the 
herpetological riches of southern Ohio, especially Shawnee 
State Forest along the Ohio River, and were driving down there 
from Columbus almost every weekend. After they co-founded 
The Ohio Herpetological Society in 1958, they could publish 
their collecting notes in the earliest editions of the society’s 
quarterly, the Trimonthly Report, which soon had to morph 
into a biannual publication, the Journal of The Ohio Herpeto-
logical Society, when Kraig’s efforts to find contributors became 
insufficient to fill four issues a year. Dave’s artistic skills and the 
sense of style that he and Kraig shared would give the society’s 
products a distinctive and professional look. By the mid-1960s 
the journal’s light blue, white, and black cover helped broad-
cast that there was more to the society than Ohio distribution 
records and herp husbandry.

Fig. 2. Portraits of the officers and editors of The Ohio Herpetological Society (1958–1966). The images are roughly contemporaneous with 
each person’s years of service to the Society and are sequenced according to the date of their first position held: A) Kraig Adler (1962); B) David 
M. Dennis (1962); C) William H. Foor (ca. 1958); D) George T. McDuffie (1959); E) Alan C. Witten (1959); F) Lindsay W. Wood (1958); G) William 
A. Kuhns, Jr. (ca. 1958); H) Paul M. Daniel (ca. 1958); I) James A. MacMahon (1960); J) Corson Jay Hirschfeld (1960); K) Joseph T. Collins, Jr. 
(1960); L) Stephen G. Tilley (1961); M) Barry D. Valentine (1962); N) Henri C. Seibert (ca. 1958); O) James A. List (1967); P) Ronald A. Brandon 
(1956); Q) Arden H. Brame, Jr. II (1967); R) Lowell P. Orr (early 1960s). Vitae are given in Appendix 1.
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Table 1. Chronology of important events during the nine-year existence of The Ohio Herpetological Society (1958–1966). The years 1957 and 
1967 are included to show OHS-related activities during those years.

Year Month Events/activities

1957  October  Concept of a newsletter to connect Ohio herpetologists handwritten by Kraig Adler (but not distributed).

1958  January Society founded. All four original officers and the editor are high school or college students.
 January First issue of Society’s journal, containing articles and newsletter (printed by ditto, a temporary form of printing).
 March First membership list published (53 members, 24 of them from outside Ohio, including notable senior herpetologists 
  such as Roger Conant, Carl Gans, Laurence Klauber, James Peters, Clifford Pope, and Robert Stebbins).
 April Originally free, society dues are instituted (US $1.00 per year) to cover postage costs.
 June First annual meeting, Toledo Museum of Science–Toledo Zoological Park. No field trip.

1959 January Journal now printed by offset lithography (a permanent form of printing).
 January First non-Ph.D. university faculty member joins Board of Directors (Paul Daniel).
 June Second annual meeting, Ohio State Museum, Columbus. No field trip.
 September First OHS plea for herpetological conservation (in OHS Newsletter).

1960 April OHS establishes a postal lending library; later disbanded and replaced by publications secretary (in December 1962).
 April OHS publishes first illustrated key to Ohio salamanders (by Frederick Gehlbach); Society’s first commercial success
  (sold for use at academic institutions).
 June Third annual meeting, Cleveland Museum of Natural History. No field trip.
 August First official OHS field trip, to Morgan Co., in southeastern Ohio (with overnight campout).

1961 January Establishment of the Facsimile Reprints in Herpetology series, the Society’s first unique program; provided as an
  irregularly issued member benefit. First reprint: E. V. Wilcox’s 3-pg paper entitled “On Ohio batrachians” (1891).
 June Fourth annual meeting, Cincinnati Museum of Natural History. Society’s first keynote speaker: Roger Conant. Members  
  approve OHS Constitution (formed basis of SSAR’s). No field trip.

1962 January First Ph.D.-level university faculty joins Board of Directors (Henri Seibert, Barry Valentine).
 January Editor of OHS publications joins Conference of Biological Editors and institutes standards of CBE’s Style Manual for
  Biological Journals.
 May First new species described in Society publications (Plethodon longicrus, by Kraig Adler and David Dennis).
 June Fifth annual meeting, Dayton Museum of Natural History. Associated field trip: Germantown Dam (Montgomery Co.). First
  informal discussions about becoming a national/international society; founding cohort of officers believe the change  
  may be inevitable but was premature and oppose the effort. 

1963 June Sixth annual meeting, Kent State University, Kent. First meeting on a university campus. Associated field trip: West
  Branch State Park (Portage Co.).
 September Complete re-design of OHS Journal (longer issue, larger format, frog logo, official colors); journal switches to acid-free  
  paper for longevity. Article on field collecting the recently described Red Hills Salamander (Phaeognathus) and first photo  
  of a living animal (by Barry Valentine).
 December OHS facsimile of herpetological section of Linnaeus’ Systema Naturæ, 12th ed.

1964 September Seventh annual meeting, Ohio University, Athens. Last meeting of OHS in Ohio. Associated field trip: Lake Hope (Vinton Co.).

1965 February Facsimile of the herpetological papers from Proceedings of the Journal Society of Natural Sciences, Cincinnati (1930–1932).  
  Led by W. H. Weller, four new species were named in this journal founded and produced by high school students.
 June Establishment of “Current Herpetological Literature” section in OHS Newsletter.
 August Publication of part 1 of G. A. Boulenger’s Contributions to American Herpetology (concluded in 1977 after 18 parts);  series
  covers entire Western Hemisphere.
 September Eighth annual meeting, Franklin College, Franklin, Indiana. First OHS meeting outside of Ohio. Associated field trip to
  Brown County State Park.

1966 January First Ph.D.-level university professor to hold Society chairmanship (James List).
 August Ninth annual meeting, Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Last general meeting of OHS. New  
  name proposed for Society. Associated field trip: Ligonier Valley (Westmoreland Co.) and Powdermill Nature Reserve.
 October Special general meeting at Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana to meet OHS Constitution’s requirements to change
  Society's name (to SSAR).
 December Publication of first color plate in OHS Journal to be produced by standard 4-color process, with description of a new
  species of unisexual Armenian Lacerta (by Ilya Darevsky). 
 December Membership reaches 322 persons. Planning for 10th anniversary meeting begins.
 December By OHS’s last year (1966), five of the six officers (but neither of the editors) were professional biologists.

1967 January Society takes new name (SSAR) on 1 January, but continues with the same officers, editors, publications, meetings, and
  Constitution. Final planning for 10th anniversary meeting.
 September Tenth annual meeting, Ohio State University, Columbus, to celebrate the OHS decade and the Society’s new name. No  
  field trip. Many events at meeting were initiated previously during the OHS era: first Society-sponsored symposium  
  (“Biology of Salamanders”), first book published (Tschudi), decision made to hold a Society meeting in Mexico (realized  
  in 1987), publication of reorganized and enlarged news-journal (called Herpetological Review).
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By the time I entered the picture, Kraig had gone off to college 
and Dave was happy to have a new field companion, his focus 
having shifted to a herpetological survey of Licking County, lo-
cated just east of Columbus. I’m not sure how we survived some 
of our collecting trips. Having conquered the racetracks around 
Columbus in his little motorized go-kart, Dave attacked the back 
roads of Licking County in his Volkswagen bug with enthusiasm 
and, usually but not always, skill. On one night we discovered a 
curve the hard way, when we left it at about 40 miles-per-hour. I 
think we may have been airborne, at least briefly, but we landed 
undamaged, and an understanding farmer used his tractor to 
tow us back to the road.

The inFluence oF environMenT

Ohio isn’t Florida or Arizona, but it has a surprisingly rich 
herpetofauna for a small, northern state and was fertile ground 
for a developing herpetological society. Dr. Thomas, my old 
mentor, had shown how Ohio’s biodiversity broke down into 
biogeographic components that had dispersed into Ohio from 
regions as different as Appalachia, the Mississippi Embayment, 
and the western prairies (Thomas 1951). Driving only 200 miles 
or so, diagonally across the state from its northwestern corner, 
takes you from Lake Plains with massasaugas and copper-
bellied watersnakes to the Allegheny Plateau with its fence 
lizards and copperheads. I remember being fascinated by the 
dot maps in the two now-classic surveys of Ohio’s herpetofau-
na—Roger Conant’s (1938) on the reptiles and Charles Walker’s 
(1946) on the frogs and toads—and how they revealed major 
biogeographic patterns as well as the gaps in our understand-
ing. Refining the patterns and filling in the holes became ma-
jor pursuits for early contributors to the OHS journal. We made 
field trips to all parts of the state and brought important speci-
mens back for our personal collections and for the Ohio State 
Museum (Fig. 3). We even added the Blue-spotted Salamander 
(Ambystoma laterale) to the state’s known amphibian fauna. 
The OHS Journal contained reports of these trips and com-
paratively few articles on such “amateur” pursuits as herp hus-
bandry. Thomas, Conant, and Walker had given Ohio’s aspiring 
herpetologists questions to ask and the OHS journal focused 
their interests on sharing new information via publication, that 
is, on doing science (Fig. 4). Thanks to Kraig’s extensive corre-
spondences, the journal’s contributors, as well as the society’s 
membership and officers, came to include academicians and 
other professional biologists who contributed articles on the 
herpetofaunas of Michigan, Oklahoma, Kentucky, several states 
in the southeastern United States, and even Korea. By the mid-
1960s it was clear that the journal was trying to be a “scientific” 
publication, and the OHS was trying to be a professional soci-
ety, not a club.

The valenTine lab

In the fall of 1960, Barry D. Valentine, with a fresh Cornell 
Ph.D. in entomology, joined the Department of Zoology and 
Entomology at Ohio State (Adler et al. 2018), where I enrolled 
as a Zoology major the following fall. While Barry served only 
briefly as a society officer, his presence was indirectly critical 
to the future nature of the OHS. Barry’s major area of research 
was the taxonomy of anthribid weevils, but he was also inter-
ested in the systematics and biogeography of plethodontid 
salamanders. He generously encouraged Kraig, Dave, and me 

to make ourselves at home in his lab, where we could work 
on our personal research projects and discuss such things as 
species limits, distributions, and type localities. It was also 
the place where we talked about OHS and its future develop-
ment. Barry’s presence insured that our discussions had an 
academic flavor. His lab was where he helped us identify the 
specimens that we brought back from field trips and where we 
learned how to write and publish scientific papers, including 
the type description and ecology of Plethodon longicrus (Adler 
and Dennis 1962), Dave’s innovative experimental study on the 
nesting habits of Desmognathus fuscus (Dennis 1962), and my 
honors thesis on metamorphic changes in the digestive tract of 
Ambystoma tigrinum (Tilley 1964). The availability of the OHS 
Journal as a publication outlet kept the journal and us focused 
on science and scholarship. Under Barry’s influence, our focus 
shifted from Ohio to the center of plethodontid salamander 
diversity in the southern Appalachians (Fig. 5). Somehow the 
three of us managed to cram ourselves and our gear into Dave’s 
VW for regular weekend trips, driving overnight down US Hwy 
23 to the southwestern Blue Ridge Mountains, taking turns 
driving and sleeping to maximize our time in the field.

Kraig had purchased sets of USGS topographic maps of the 
general areas of interest to us so we could look for likely plac-
es to explore. On one of those maps, we noticed the intrigu-
ing name “Bat Cave.” Little more than a road intersection, the 
place was in a deep gorge where the southern escarpment of 
the Blue Ridge Physiographic Province drops into the Pied-
mont. We were just learning about Ernst Mayr’s ideas on the 
importance of peripheral populations in allopatric speciation 
and Bat Cave looked like a good place to search for salaman-
ders, and possibly find an undescribed species. It was, and I still 
remember the thrill at seeing those huge salamanders—still the 
largest-known Plethodon—with their white and reddish-brown 
dorsal blotches, staring at us from rock crevices on Blue Rock 
Mountain.

Barry influenced us and the OHS in other ways. He brought 
Dave and me along on the trip to Alabama where we collected 
the first series of Phaeognathus hubrichti. Dave’s career as a sci-
entific illustrator began in his lab (Dennis 2019). The “stapling 

Fig. 3. OHS sponsored field trips, usually held as part of the society’s 
annual scientific meetings. The first survey was to Morgan County, 
a herpetologically little-known part of the unglaciated Allegheny 
Plateau in southeastern Ohio (August 1960). Several early officers 
participated: Stephen Tilley (2nd from left, excluding children), Paul 
Daniel (4th), Lindsay Wood (5th) and David Dennis (6th). All official 
field trips are listed in Table 1. 
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parties” where we assembled society publications (Adler 2016, 
2019) moved from Dave’s parents’ basement to the more re-
fined surroundings of Barry and Buena Valentine’s home. On 
one memorable evening there we assembled the description of 
Plethodon longicrus (Adler and Dennis 1962). Kraig and Dave 
had no compunctions about publishing a type description in an 
OHS Special Publication, despite being advised (incorrectly) by 
one established herpetologist that publication in an “amateur” 
publication might render the name invalid (Kraig and Dave did 
not simply assert their view; they knew something about the 
rules of zoological nomenclature). Dave went on to develop 
a notable career as a natural history artist and photographer. 
His contributions grace a multitude of the society’s products, 
from special books and facsimile reprints to meeting posters, 
t-shirts, audiovisual shows, and even the society’s logo—the 
singing tree frog. Dave’s drawing of the holotype of Plethodon 
longicrus is one of his earliest and finest efforts, a full-page 
plate upon which he rendered the specimen’s dorsal blotches, 
feet, and even dermal mites in color, via separate print runs, 
using inks that they mixed to match the colors on a living speci-
men (Adler 2019). Dave also hand tinted the pink upper lip of 
the specimen and, as a joke, on one plate he colored the speci-
men’s huge mental gland cluster a livid and entirely imaginary 
red. Somehow—possibly due to the inexpensive sherry that lu-
bricated our stapling parties—this single page got assembled 
into a copy without anyone noticing, requiring us to go back 
through several hundred stapled copies until we found it.

Why Was ohs The only regional socieTy ThaT “WenT naTional”?

One question looms particularly large in the history of the 
OHS. At its inception it was one of only seven regional herp 
societies in the United States (Rothman 1958; Adler 2019). By 
the late 1970s, that number had grown to about 60 but why did 
only the OHS evolve into a national or international organiza-
tion, having become the Society for the Study of Amphibians 

and Reptiles in 1967? The spectacular growth and development 
that occurred during the society’s first decade seems to have 
had several roots. Foremost among these were Kraig’s extensive 
(and precocious; he was still in high school in 1958 when he and 
Dave founded the society) familiarity with herpetologists and 
herpetological literature, and his skills and enthusiasm for net-
working. Kraig had a keen interest in the workings of scientific 
societies and the people who ran them and wasn’t shy about in-
troducing himself and the OHS to professional herpetologists, 
some of whom would then become early society members and 
officers and even contribute articles to its journal. Perhaps 
Kraig’s most significant coup was convincing Ilya Darevsky, 
the Soviet herpetologist and discoverer of parthenogenesis in 
reptiles, to publish his first paper in English in the OHS Jour-
nal (Darevsky 1966; Adler 2021). Publishing this important and 
lengthy review of parthenogenesis in Caucasian Rock Lizards in 
a “regional” journal attracted much attention (and some disap-
proval) in the international herpetological community.

Kraig’s efforts led several established herpetologists to 
join the OHS in its early years (Table 1). These included Roger 
Conant, who I was thrilled to meet when he attended the so-
ciety’s meeting at the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History 
in 1961, and Bayard Green, a professor and dean at Marshall 
University in West Virginia who attended the Dayton meeting 
the next year and became the society’s second non-student 
president. I don’t remember these and other professionals 

Fig. 4. The covers of the OHS Journal from 1959–1962 displayed 
photographs of Ohio herpetofauna by members of the Society. This 
cover exhibits a partial albino specimen of a Dusky Salamander (Des-
mognathus fuscus) from 3 mi N of Buena Vista, Scioto County, which 
could not then be published in color because OHS’s budget was in-
sufficient. Now, 61 years later, this unusual specimen can finally be 
published in color. 
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Fig. 5. Barry D. Valentine (left), a junior entomology professor at The 
Ohio State University in Columbus, welcomed the early officers of 
OHS to use his lab. This became a place for them to pursue their 
personal research and to debate and plan the early activities of the 
society. In this image, David Dennis (center) and Kraig Adler (right) 
are working on their description of a huge new species of Plethodon 
discovered in North Carolina (1962). 
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being official “advisors” to the students who were then running 
the society and editing the publications. Rather, they were fel-
low society members and officers who we students were able 
to work with professionally, such as at society meetings where 
they presented papers, and who listened with patience and 
kindness to our early presentations. The field trips that were 
usually held in concert with the annual OHS meetings (see Ta-
ble 1; Fig. 3) provided additional opportunities for interaction, 
under circumstances unencumbered by the formalities that 
normally create distance between professors and students. In 
my case, Barry Valentine became my academic advisor, men-
tor, colleague, and lifetime friend whose enthusiasm for dusky 
salamanders (Desmognathus) inspired me to spend a career 
working on that genus. The society in the 1960s was evolving 
from and helping create a rambunctious blend of herpetologi-
cal personalities.

Another major driver of the society’s growth and uniqueness 
was Kraig’s perception that it should offer services that the other 
societies were not providing. The earliest of these was the Fac-
simile Reprints in Herpetology program (Adler and Bauer 2020), 
which began in 1961 by reprinting a short article by E. V. Wilcox, 
entitled “Notes on Ohio Batrachians” (1891). It now seems sur-
prising that no society or institution had exploited this publish-
ing niche: the reprinting of important historical works that were 
hard to obtain but unencumbered by copyright restrictions. This 
required someone who knew the historical literature (it also 
helped that he owned a fair proportion of it) and was backed by 
an organization willing to buck tradition. The embryonic OHS 
had all these advantages, as well as, in its earliest years, freedom 
from adult supervision. Having begun with publications on Ohio 
and Kentucky by Wilcox, Kirtland, and Rafinesque, the OHS went 

on to reprint the herpetological section of Linnaeus’ Systema 
Naturæ in 1963 and shortly thereafter began reprinting, in 18 
parts, all of Boulenger’s papers on the herpetology of the West-
ern Hemisphere. This series eventually resulted in a two-volume 
work of nearly 900 pages. When I served as Publications Secre-
tary in the early 1960s, I was able to house the Linnaeus book-
lets and all the society’s back issues in a cupboard in my parents’ 
attic. From those modest beginnings the Facsimile series even-
tually attracted a broader audience than the OHS Journal itself 
and rapidly became a key factor in the society’s early growth, its 
international recognition, and a major contributor to its trea-
sury. Jay Savage, in his 25-year review of the program, put it more 
succinctly: “Facsimile Reprints in Herpetology … completely 
changed the destiny of the fledgling society” (Savage 1988).

TransiTions

When I became a graduate student at the University of 
Michigan, my self-absorption and concentration on producing 
a thesis led me to largely lose touch with what was going on with 
the OHS. Kraig kept me informed though (we were fellow grad 
students at Michigan then), and I could tell that the late 1960s 
were a tumultuous time for the society. Much of the tumult in-
volved figuring out how to deal with what anyone could see: 
that the OHS was no longer a “regional” society. By 1966 less 
than 10% of its members had Ohio addresses (List 1966), and it 
had, if not in name, become a third national herpetological so-
ciety. I had no direct involvement in the ensuing changes in the 
names of the society and journals, so Kraig provides a detailed 
account of this period in Appendix 3. In brief, the new leader-
ship of the society, including Corson Jay Hirschfeld and Joseph 

Fig. 6. Official program for the last OHS annual meeting. The paper sessions, which included presenters from five states, were held at the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on 27 August 1966. The society’s new name was officially proposed at this 
meeting. A field trip was held the next day in Ligonier Valley and at the museum’s field station, the Powdermill Nature Reserve.



Herpetological Review 53(3), 2022

XXX     427HERPETOLOGICAL HISTORY     427

T. Collins, Jr., favored changing the society’s name as early as 
1962 to reflect its actual status while others, including Kraig, 
were concerned that the change had to be properly timed and 
favored more cautious and conservative approaches (Ford and 
Collins 1983; Adler 2022). There was also much discussion of 
what the new name should be (OHS Newsletter, August 1, 1966, 
p. 1). At the annual meeting at the Carnegie Museum in Pitts-
burgh in 1966, the membership informally approved changing 
the society’s name to “Society for the Study of Amphibians and 
Reptiles” (Adler 2019). That name (with the taxon names re-
versed) had been suggested to Kraig by James A. Organ while 
the two shared a lab at Mountain Lake Biological Station in the 
summer of 1966 (Hamed and Mitchell 2015; Adler 2021). The 
change was officially ratified on 15 October 1966, at a special 
meeting at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana (OHS News-
letter, November 26, 1966, p. 1). By January 1967, the OHS was 
gone, at least in name, but the society continued under the new 
moniker and, by 1968, the OHS Journal was renamed the Jour-
nal of Herpetology (Fig. 7).

The new names and shift from a regional to a national/in-
ternational society were huge changes but many of the SSAR’s 
strengths and much of its uniqueness are ancestral characters: its 
openness to new ideas and challenging projects, its multitude of 
services to the global herpetological community, and its recogni-
tion that there is a herpetological community, expressed in its wel-
coming spirit toward young and aspiring herpetologists, women 
and minorities, and our colleagues of all nations and in less “aca-
demic” areas such as zoos and conservation. There always seem to 
be young, gifted, and enthusiastic people coming on board, with 
new attitudes and ideas unfettered by fear of making mistakes. I 
remember it being like that back in Ohio, in the 1960s.

I still like to go back to Ohio, usually in late April when 
the dolomite bluffs in Adams County are bright with Virginia 

Bluebells, Dwarf Larkspurs, and Blue-eyed Marys. Sometimes 
I hike out to Buzzardroost Rock, where I can look out over the 
valley of Ohio Brush Creek. It is gentle country, full of peace 
and memories. It’s the sort of place where the generations of 
Ohio herpetologists that have followed Charles Walker, Roger 
Conant, and Edward Thomas discovered the riches of biodiver-
sity for themselves and formed relationships that continue to 
this day. Now when I return to the hills of Adams County, I’m 
usually chasing wildflowers and it’s getting pretty hard to get 
out to Buzzardroost Rock, but I’m still drawn by the hope that 
I’ll run across a Black Kingsnake, or a Broad-headed Skink, or a 
Green Salamander, like we did back when we and the OHS were 
young and growing up together. Those days are just memories 
now, and I haven’t seen any of those species for a long time. But 
I know they’re still there.

Acknowledgments.—I’m grateful to Kraig Adler for his many 
comments, corrections, and suggestions and to Kraig and Dave 
Dennis for contributing photographs.
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appendix 1. Vital data for all OHS officers and editors during the society’s existence (1958–1966). Place or places of residence during a person’s 
years of OHS service are given in parentheses. For portraits, see Fig. 1.

DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Adler, Kraig Kerr (Columbus, Ohio; Ann Arbor, Michigan): Chair-
man*; Editor

b. Lima, Ohio, 6 December 1940
Brame, Arden Howell, Jr. II (Los Angeles, California): Board member

b. Beverly Hills, California, 19 March 1934
d. Pico Rivera, Los Angeles, California, 19 August 2004
        Obituary: Contributions to Herpetology 21:237–238, 2007

Brandon, Ronald Arthur (Carbondale, Illinois): Board member
b. Mt. Pleasant, Isabella Co., Michigan, 3 December 1933

Collins, Joseph Thomas, Jr. (Cincinnati, Ohio): Secretary-Treasurer
b. Crooksville, Ohio, 3 July 1939
d. St. George Island, SW of Tallahassee, Florida, 14 January 2012
        Obituary: Contributions to Herpetology 29:331–332, 2012

Condit, John Milton (Columbus, Ohio): Publications Secretary; Index 
Editor

b. Franklin County, Ohio, 8 October 1932
Daniel, Paul Mason (Oxford, Ohio): Vice-Chairman for Membership

b. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 12 July 1924
d. Adamstown, Maryland, 3 June 2012
        Obituary: Herpetological Review 43:534, 2012

Dennis, David Michael (Columbus, Ohio): Secretary-Treasurer; Vice-
Chairman for Publications

b. Columbus, Ohio, 30 November 1939
Foor, William Hugh (Westerville, Ohio): Board member; Treasurer

b. Hamilton, Ohio, 19 October 1936
d. Hillsboro, Ohio, 2 March 1968

Hirschfeld, Corson Jay (Cincinnati, Ohio): Chairman*; Editor
b. Cincinnati, Ohio, 15 June 1942
d. Norman, Oklahoma, 8 April 2020
        Obituary: Herpetological Review 53:373, 2022

Kuhns, William A., Jr. (South Euclid, Ohio): Publications Secretary
b. Ohio, ca. 1943; no further data available

List, James Carl, Jr. (Muncie, Indiana): Board member; Chairman*
b. Paducah, Kentucky, 6 July 1926
d. Muncie, Indiana, 5 June 2021
        Obituary: Herpetological Review 53:373, 2022

MacMahon, James Albert (Dayton, Ohio): Editor
b. Dayton, Ohio, 7 April 1939

McDuffie, George Thomas (Cincinnati, Ohio): Board member; 
Secretary

b. Cincinnati, Ohio, 25 August 1927
d. Milford, Ohio, 15 April 2007
        Obituary: Herpetological Review 53:373, 2022

Orr, Lowell Preston (Kent, Ohio): Board member
     b. Kingston, Ohio, 11 December 1930
Seibert, Henri Clerét (Athens, Ohio): Board member; Publications 
Secretary

b. Caen, Normandy, France, 15 July 1915
d. West Grove, Pennsylvania, 6 October 2003
        Obituary: Herpetological Review 35:3, 2004

Tilley, Stephen George (Columbus, Ohio): Publications Secretary
b. Lima, Ohio, 21 July 1943

Valentine, Barry Dean (Columbus, Ohio): Vice-Chairman for Mem-
bership

b. New York, New York, 6 June 1924
d. Columbus, Ohio, 1 July 2018
        Obituary: Herpetological Review 49:809–813, 2018

Witten, Alan Charles (Van Wert, Ohio): Secretary
b. Van Wert, Ohio, 25 June 1944

Wood, Lindsay Wallace (Cleveland and Athens, Ohio): Treasurer
b. Cleveland, Ohio, 20 August 1939
d. Villa Crest, New Salem, New Hampshire, 3 June 2004 
        Obituary: Herpetological Review 53:373, 2022

 
*Prior to 1979, the society president’s title was designated as “Chairman, Board of Directors.”

MoriarTy, J. J., and b. barTholoMeW. 2007. Society for the Study of Am-
phibians and Reptiles: a fifty year history 1958 to 2007. Soc. Study 
Amphib. Reptiles, Herpetol. Circ. 36:1–60.

r[oThMan], M. n. 1958. Other societies. Bull. Philadelphia Herpetol. 
Soc. 6(3):8–9.

savage, J. M. 1988. Facsimile Reprints in Herpetology: in celebration 
of a silver anniversary. Herpetol. Rev. 19:42–43. 

ThoMas, e. s. 1951. Distribution of Ohio animals. Ohio J. Sci. 51:153–
167.

Tilley, s. g. 1964. A quantitative study of shrinkage in the digestive 
tract of the tiger salamander (Ambystoma tigrinum Green) dur-
ing metamorphosis. J. Ohio Herpetol. Soc. 4:81–85.

Walker, c. F. 1946. The amphibians of Ohio. Part 1. The frogs and 
toads. Ohio State Mus. Sci. Bull. 1(3):1–109.

Wilcox, e. v. 1891. Notes on Ohio Batrachians. Otterbein Aegis 
1(9):133–135.
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appendix 2. Composition and publication details for serial publications of The Ohio Herpetological Society (1958–1966). The Ohio Herpetological 
Society existed for nine years. During that short period, OHS issued two regular serial publications: 1) Trimonthly Report (renamed Journal of The 
Ohio Herpetological Society starting with Volume 2, Number 2), and 2) Special Publications. OHS also published an irregularly issued series called 
Facsimile Reprints in Herpetology, starting in 1961. This table gives important historical information about the production of the two serial publi-
cations. Italicized scientific names at first were: 1) simply underlined, then 2) were inserted using a font-ball device, then 3) were pasted over the 
Roman names, then finally 4) inserted using standard typesetting methods. The first three volumes of the successor serial, Journal of Herpetology, 
are included in this table to show the timing of the transition to typeset italics. The Special Publications series was discontinued after Number 4 in 
1962. Publication dates for each issue of the OHS Journal are provided in Adler (2019). Publication dates for Special Publications are: Numbers 1 
and 2, 20 July 1958; Number 3, 10 February 1961; Number 4, 7 May 1962 (date printed on cover, “April 30, 1962”). In 1965, SSAR issued a combined 
facsimile reprint of all OHS serial publications issued in 1958 (Trimonthly Report  Volume 1 and Special Publications Numbers 1 and 2).

Volume (Numbers) Year Printinga Keyboarding Device used Italics

1 (1)(2)(3)(4) 1958 Dittob K. Adler Typewriter Underlining

Special Publications (1)(2) 1958 Ditto K. Adler Typewriter Underlining

2 (1)(2) 1959 Offset Mrs. Abea Electric typewriterc Underlining

2 (3)(4) 1960 Offset Mrs. Abe Electric typewriter Underlining

3 (1)(2) 1961 Offset Mrs. Abe Electric typewriter Underlining

Special Publication (3) 1961 Offset Mrs. Abe Electric typewriter Underlining

3 (3) 1962 Offset K. Adler Selectric typewriterd Font balld

Special Publication (4) 1962 Offset K. Adler Selectric typewriter Font ball

3 (4) 1962 Offset K. Adler Electric typewriterc Pasteoverse

4 (1–2, combined) 1963 Offset K. Adler Electric typewriter Pasteovers

4 (3)(4) 1964 Offset C. Hirschfeld Electric typewriter Pasteovers

5 (1) 1965 Offset C. Hirschfeld Electric typewriter Pasteovers

5 (2) “1965” (1966) Offset C. Hirschfeld Electric typewriter Pasteovers

5 (3)(4) 1966 Offset C. Hirschfeld Electric typewriter Pasteovers

No journal 1967 The renamed Journal of Herpetology began in 1968 with Volume 1

1 (1–4, combined) 1968 Offset C. Hirschfeld; P. Zug Electric typewriter Pasteovers

2 (1–2, combined) 1968 Offset P. Zug Electric typewriter Pasteovers

2 (3–4, combined) 1968 Offset J. Moreland Electric typewriter Pasteovers

3 (1–2, combined) 1969 Offset Braun-Brumfield MT/SCf Typeset

3 (3–4, combined) “1969” (1970) Offset Braun-Brumfield MT/SC Typeset

a The printers were Kraig Adler and David Dennis (in 1958); Mr. Abe (or Abey?; 1959–1962), Columbus, Ohio, second cousin of David Dennis who was then 
the OHS Vice Chairman for Publications; and two offset printers in Ann Arbor, Michigan: Cushing-Malloy, Inc. (from 1962–1968) and Braun-Brumfield, Inc. 
(from 1969–1981). The keyboarding from 1959–1961 was performed by Mr. Abe’s wife.

b “Ditto” in a printing method for short runs that is only used for temporary purposes because the ink fades over time and especially with exposure to light.

c The IBM Electric Typewriter uses a one-time-only carbon ribbon with a standard bed of fixed keys.

d The IBM Selectric Typewriter also uses a carbon ribbon, but instead of a bed of fixed keys it uses a moving, interchangeable font ball that allows for the use 
of Roman, italics, and other typefaces.

e From 1962–1968 the text was entirely keyboarded in Roman face. The italicized words were typed separately and then cut out by hand and pasted over the 
Roman versions using a light table. These pasteovers can be detected by the occasional imperfections when they were not aligned properly or by the shadows 
that sometimes appear at the cut edges of the pasteovers.

f Starting in 1969, a Magnetic Tape Selectric Composer was used, IBM equipment for typesetting with integrated italics.
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appendix 3. Details of the changes in the names of the society and its quarterly scientific journal. Citations to references may be found in the 
Literature Cited section of the main article.

OHS officially changed its name to SSAR effective 1 January 1967. 
This change was a long time coming, however. There were internal 
debates within the leadership of OHS, involving both former as well 
as current officers and editors, that began as early as 1962 (Ford and 
Collins 1983:41). Fortunately, essential documentation of this on-
going process was recorded in various OHS publications, but those 
data are fragmented and widely dispersed in both permanent and 
ephemeral publications. First, it must be stated that OHS was a high-
ly successful state organization and regularly attracted Ohio herpe-
tologists, both amateur and professional, to its annual meetings (Ar-
mitage 2013:8–9). They regularly published their research results in 
the OHS Journal. At the same time, OHS began to issue publications 
of interest to non-Ohioans and attracted them to its meetings in the 
state. Second, there were non-Ohioan members of the society from 
the very beginning. In the first membership list (dated March 1958 
and issued with the OHS Newsletter, 20 April 1958), non-Ohioans 
made up nearly half of the membership (42.3%). Articles on non-
Ohio topics occasionally appeared in the OHS Journal beginning 
with the very first issue. By 1966, however, members with an Ohio 
address made up less than 10% of the membership (List 1966).

What had also changed in the meantime, besides the percentage of 
non-Ohio members, were the society’s publications. The OHS Jour-
nal became more sophisticated and carried articles on herpetologi-
cal topics from around the world. The pivotal issue, Kraig Adler’s last 
as editor, was published in September 1963. Besides many improve-
ments in format (see Table 1) and an increase in size (64 pages), the 
content was international, with articles on the anatomy of a Javan 
snake (Gongylosoma baliodeira), a comparative study of the anato-
my of the digestive system of North American salamanders, and field 
notes on the newly described Red Hills Salamander (Phaeognathus 
hubrichti) of Alabama, plus several articles on Ohio herpetology. The 
facsimile reprint of the herpetological section of Linnaeus’s Systema 
Naturæ was also issued in 1963. In 1965, the first of the 18-part se-
ries by Boulenger, Contributions to American Herpetology, was pub-
lished. Membership more than doubled from 1963 to 1966 (from 152 
to 322 persons; Ford and Collins 1983:42).

The new leadership team that took over OHS in 1962, led by Cor-
son Jay Hirschfeld and Joseph T. Collins as Chairman and Secretary-
Treasurer, respectively, was eager to change the name of the society 
(Adler 2022), but the founding cohort of leaders, while recognizing 
the inevitable, was able to delay this effort for several years because 
they “believed that such a change had to be properly timed” to be 
successful (Ford and Collins 1983:41). The membership was polled 
early in 1966 and the results were reported in a four-page, untitled 
document issued as a supplement to the 1 August 1966 OHS Newslet-
ter (List 1966). Those members who were opposed noted the exis-
tence of two national herpetological societies, stated a need for re-
gional professional organizations, and worried about the confusion 
that could be caused by a name change as well as the society’s ability 
to pull it off. Besides, Ohio herpetologists did not wish to lose their 
state society. Those polling in favor noted that “the Society is now in 
fact, if not in name, no longer a state organization.” They pointed to 
the low percentage of members living in Ohio and noted that OHS 
already had out-of-state meetings and officers and referred to the na-
tional and even international character of the society’s publications. 
The OHS Board of Directors met in Cincinnati on 5 February 1966 

(Adler 2019:10, item 25) and decided to propose a name change to 
the general membership at the upcoming August meeting in Pitts-
burgh, to be held at the Carnegie Museum of Natural History (Fig. 6).

But what should the new name be? At its February meeting, the 
Board of Directors considered several possible names and chose 
one—”The Herpetological Association”—that “would be aptly de-
scriptive of the organization and would better serve its present and 
future interests” (OHS Newsletter, 1 August 1966, p. 1). They point-
edly did not want a name that would be geographically restrictive. 
The words “future interests” were their way of imagining an inter-
national scope. The proposal was duly made to the membership as-
sembled in Pittsburgh, at the business meeting on 27 August (Fig. 6). 
The main results were reported in the OHS Newsletter (Adler 2019:11, 
footnote 6). The proposal to change the name was approved, but the 
name itself engendered great discussion and was not accepted (OHS 
Newsletter, 26 November 1966, p. 1). In fact, there had been prior 
unhappiness with the proposed name and other ideas were under 
consideration.

The ultimately successful name came from an unexpected source. 
James A. Organ, the noted salamander ecologist, was spending the 
summer of 1966 at the University of Virginia’s Mountain Lake Bio-
logical Laboratory, and just happened to be sharing a lab space with 
Kraig Adler, who was conducting the field portion of his doctoral 
research at the station (Hamed and Mitchell 2015; Adler 2021:57). 
Adler alerted Organ to the need for a better name and Organ quickly 
suggested one, based on the example of the Society for the Study of 
Evolution—the “Society for the Study of Reptiles and Amphibians.” 
Adler pointed out that phylogenetically amphibians should come 
first and besides, when pronounced, the acronym SSAR would roll 
off the tongue a bit easier (Adler 2021:57). Organ agreed and Adler 
brought the name to the Pittsburgh meeting where it was informally 
accepted. It could not be officially approved because, according to 
Article XIII of the OHS Constitution, members must receive written 
notice of any such change in advance of the meeting. Accordingly, 
a special meeting was set for 15 October at Ball State University in 
Muncie, Indiana, under the chairmanship of James C. List, where the 
new name was duly ratified—Society for the Study of Amphibians 
and Reptiles (OHS Newsletter, 26 November 1966, p. 1).

With the society’s name being changed, the name of the OHS Jour-
nal also had to be changed. It was announced in the 1 August 1966 
OHS Newsletter (p. 1) that the title of the society’s journal was to be 
changed to Journal of Herpetology, starting in 1967. As it turned out, 
no journal could be produced at all that year due to other commit-
ments by its editor, Corson Jay Hirschfeld, in particular his prepara-
tion of the inaugural issue of the Society’s new news-bulletin, Herpe-
tological Review. He had formatted only the first few articles of the 
newly named journal by the end of 1967. In January 1968, Hirschfeld 
was asked by the new chairman of SSAR, N. Bayard Green, to turn 
over all manuscripts to an interim managing editor, Kraig Adler, who 
edited and published volumes 1 and 2 of the new Journal of Herpetol-
ogy (as well as numbers 2, 3, and 4 of Herpetological Review) in 1968, 
with the technical assistance of Patricia Zug (see Appendix 2). Begin-
ning later in 1968, new permanent editors assumed responsibility for 
these two serials—J. P. Kennedy (University of Texas at Houston) and 
Joseph T. Collins, Jr. (University of Kansas, Lawrence), respectively.

—K. Adler.


