
Sterilisations:
‘Women are
not animals!’

BY ERIN cARELSE

THE president of the Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Conference has con-
demned the reported forced sterilisation

of women living with HIV/Aids in KwaZulu-
Natal and Gauteng. 
“Every woman has the right to bear chil-

dren regardless of their status. Women should
not be subjected to forced sterilisation be-
cause they are HIV-positive,” Bishop Sithem-
bele Sipuka of Mthatha said.
“With the medication that we have now,

HIV-positive mothers can give birth to HIV-
negative children,” he noted.
“To interfere with that process of child-

bearing, regardless of whether one is doing it
voluntarily or not, is something I would not
support. Worse still, when someone is forced
or manipulated,” the bishop told ACI-Africa..
“It is wrong,” he said. “Women are not an-

imals!”
Bishop Sipuka was responding to the find-

ings of an investigation by the Commission
for Gender Equality into the forced sterilisa-
tion of women living with HIV/Aids.
This report and investigation followed a

complaint lodged by the Women’s Legal Cen-
tre five years ago on behalf of the Her Rights
Initiative and International Community of
Women Living with HIV organisations. 
The complaint was on behalf of 48 women

living with HIV, who had been violated when
they were subjected to forced and/or coerced
sterilisation at hospitals in Gauteng and
KwaZulu-Natal between 2002 and 2005. 
Of the 48 complaints, the report noted oc-

currences from ten hospitals in KwaZulu-
Natal and five in Gauteng.
In some instances, complainants were

given the forms while they were in extreme
labour pain and were told that they would
not receive medical assistance until they had
signed the forms, the report said. 
“When I asked the nurse what the forms

were for, the nurse responded by saying: ‘You
HIV people don’t ask questions when you

make babies. Why are you asking questions
now? You must be closed up because you HIV
people like making babies and it just annoys
us’,” the report quotes one complainant as
saying.
Fr Sakhi Mofokeng, the coordinating sec-

retary for the SACBC’s Department of the
Laity, said that he was saddened that these
women were forced to be sterilised with false
statements and effective death threats.
The action of the nurses who were respon-

sible should be condemned, he said. “The
human dignity of those women was vio-
lated.” 
The purpose of direct sterilisation “is sim-

ply to destroy the normal functioning of a
healthy organ to prevent the future concep-
tion of children”, Fr Mofokeng told The South-
ern Cross. 
The procedure is condemned by the

Catholic Church. In his 1968 encyclical Hu-
manae Vitae, Pope Paul VI wrote: “Equally to
be condemned…is direct sterilisation,
whether of the man or of the woman,
whether permanent or temporary” (#14). 
After investigating the Women’s Legal

Centre’s complaints, the commission con-
cluded that the forced sterilisation of women
living with HIV in South Africa’s public hos-
pitals amounted to “cruel, torturous or inhu-
man and degrading treatment”. It also
accused the medical staff of breaching their
“duty of care”.
The commission has referred its report to

the Health Professions Council of South
Africa (HPCSA), the Nursing Council and the
National Health Department.
The CGE has also called for a revision of

consent processes and filing systems across
the board. 
The HPCSA is set to investigate the profes-

sional conduct of the implicated medical pro-
fessionals, and the Department of Health has
three months of receipt of the report to come
up with concrete steps they will take to ensure
the eradication of the practice of forced ster-
ilisation. 

De La Salle Holy cross college in Victory Park, Johannesburg, hosted its first inter-high
school gala at its new Gavan Ryan Aquatic centre. Eight high schools competed in the
Inter-High D League Gala, including Northcliff High, Beaulieu college, Pecanwood college
and Waterstone. De La Salle topped the rankings. 

‘Cana miracle’ on Italian taps
BY HANNAH BROckHAuS

AS Italy weathers the spread of coron-
avirus, residents of one village appeared
to witness their own version of the mir-

acle at the Wedding at Cana.
Turning on their taps one morning, several

Italians discovered their water had been
changed to wine—specifically, the sparkling
red wine Lambrusco Grasparossa di Castel-
vetro DOC.
“I was washing stuff in the kitchen. I

turned off the tap. I turned it on again, and
instead of water I saw wine,” 56-year-old Mau-
rizio Volpi said.
“I said, ‘Cheers’, and my father and I made

a toast.”
Mr Volpi was one of several residents living

close to the Settecani Cantina, a wine cellar
on the outskirts of Castelvetro di Modena,
near Bologna, who found their water momen-
tarily replaced by the fermented grape juice.
In fact, the apparent miracle was the result

of a broken valve.
The manager of the wine cellar told Italian

news agency AGI that it took about an hour
to repair the valve, which was connected to
the water system for cleaning the wine bottles
in the bottling plant.
The damaged valve caused the red wine to

back up into the water main. 
“In an hour everything went back to nor-

mal,” Fabrizio Amorotti said.
“Some loyal customers from the area called

us to notify us and share that they were bot-
tling [the wine],” he added.
Mr Volpi said his father wanted to try to

catch the wine from the tap in a bottle as well,
“but I said that I buy the wine already bot-
tled”.
“It is clear there was a problem; no cellar

exchanges water for wine,” Mr Volpi contin-
ued. “Perhaps it could have been given to the
parish priest for Mass.”
The hamlet of Settecani is known for its

production of the red sparkling wine. The Set-
tecani Cantina has been in operation since
1923.
The city of Castelvetro di Modena con-

firmed on Facebook they had been notified of
the problem and it had been resolved.
“We apologise for the inconvenience

which, in reality, many have much appreci-
ated,” the city wrote.—CNA
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Bishop: Look at root causes of femicide
BY MAGDALENE kAHIu 

AS South Africa struggles to
curb alarming rates of gender-
based killings targeting

women and girls, a bishop has
highlighted the need to identify the
root cause of violence targeting
women for an appropriate way out
of the societal challenge.
“In my view we need to get to

the root cause of femicide so that
we know what we are addressing,”
said Bishop Sithembele Sipuka of
Mthatha on the sidelines of the
meeting of the Standing Commit-

tee of the Symposium of Episcopal
Conferences of Africa and Mada-
gascar (SECAM) in Kenya’s capital,
Nairobi.
“There are a lot of speculations

about [femicide], but I wish some-
body could do a true analytic study
on it,” Bishop Sipuka, who is the
president of the Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, told
ACI Africa in an interview.
South Africa has, in recent times,

experienced considerably higher
levels of femicide, with the 2017/18
statistics by Africa Check showing

that every three hours, a woman is
murdered in the country.
President Cyril Ramaphosa has

called on parliament to pass a law
that will prevent suspects charged
with rape and murder to be granted
bail while harsher sentences will be
passed on convicts of these of-
fences.
According to Bishop Sipuka,

whatever the reasons for the vio-
lence against women, it is all wrong
and it is not the way to solve prob-
lems.
“It is so gruesome the way men

are violent to women. It is some-
thing that mesmerises us,” said the
bishop, who is also the first vice-
president of SECAM.
“Men in Africa should just stop

the violence and be what men
should be,” he said.
“Culturally, men are meant to

protect rather than to victimise.
From the Christian point of view,
men should take the model of St
Joseph who protected the vulnera-
ble members of his family and pro-
vided for them.”
As a way forward, Bishop Sipuka

said the South African Council of
Churches is planning to hold an in-
terdenominational gathering of
Christian men to speak against vio-
lence targeting women.
He also noted that a collective ef-

fort from the various Christian de-
nominations is needed to win this
fight, saying: “If the Catholic
Church as the minority in South
Africa stands alone, we will not suc-
ceed. We will collaborate with other
Churches and see what we can do
together to mobilise men and to
speak to them.” 
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with the events and thinking of the local and worldwide Church.

• Help us give young journalists a foundation in religious reporting at a time when the secular press
covers our Church only in relation to bad news.
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Cardinal Owen McCann Associate - annual contribution is R1500 or
more. Cardinal Owen McCann Associates will receive a free postal or
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St Francis de Sales Associate - annual contribution of R100 or more.
Dorothy Day Associate - any amount.
Once-off payment

□
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□ Banking details: Standard Bank, Thibault Square Branch (Code 020909), 
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OVER a hundred women and
school learners gathered at
the cathedral of Christ the

King in Johannesburg for Interna-
tional Women’s Day. 
The event was organised by

Voices of Faith together with Radio
Veritas and the Migrants and
Refugees Office of the Southern
African Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence, under the theme “Dignity and
Equality for Women in the Catholic
Church”, and the sub-theme “Mi-
gration and Femicide”. 
Participants included Catholic

Sisters, the Focolare movement, and
representatives from various sodali-
ties.
Girl Power, an ecumenical group

of young girls, as well as school
learners (girls and boys), shared
their stories of femicide and gender-

based violence, and their life jour-
neys as migrant women living in
South Africa. 
At the same time the Catholic

Women Council’s “Global Pilgrim-
age” was launched. It will end in
Rome in November 2021, with an
inaugural global Catholic Women
Council event where women will
gather to pool their experiences and
insights and find ways to heal their
broken Church and make it a more
sustainable, inclusive one. 
Speaking on behalf of Catholic

Women Council, Sheila Pires en-
couraged participants to join the
pilgrimage and to reflect and have
discussions about dignity and
equality for Catholic women in the
Church. 
n See www.voicesoffaith.org/catholic
womencouncil for more.

Groups met on Women’s Day

catholic women and schools gathered at christ the king cathedral in
Johannesburg for International Women’s Day.

Passion Play: Renovating rocks!
BY ILLA THOMPSON

ATEAM of prop-makers and sce-
nic artists have concluded a
labour of love: refurbishing the

decades-old Durban Passion Play set
ahead of this year’s season in the
Playhouse, opening on March 25.
The effects of being stored for in-

tervals of five years at a time, the
ravages of wear and tear, and the
voracious appetite of Durban’s tena-
cious wood-borer has meant that
the set was looking a tad tired and
in need of some TLC. 
Jonathan Wardle and his team

put up their hands to freshen up, re-
pair and paint the set—a time-con-
suming project over many weeks.
They have repaired, recovered

with cloth and painted piles of rocks,
fixed the base structures on the dra-
matic row of pillars, repaired wooden
stairs and doors, and replaced panels
on the wooden stage revolve. The
dramatic main cross has also had ex-
tensive work done on it. 
“Items made of wood especially

took a knock,” explained Mr War-
dle, “and everything needed paint-
ing. It is all looking great now,
though. The guys have worked
hard. It will be good for at least an-
other five years!”
Mr Wardle and his family have

been an instrumental part of the
Durban Passion Play family of vol-
unteers for decades.
The Durban Catholic Players’

Guild will present the 15th Durban
Passion Play at the Playhouse

Drama Theatre from March 25 to
April 12. The opening performance
will be attended by the mayor of
Oberammergau, home of the world-
famous Passion Play.
An epic-scale dramatic production

depicting Jesus’ passion, the Durban
Passion Play strives to restore the true
meaning of Easter. It is performed by
a large, 130-member-strong cast who
volunteer their time and skills as part
of their Lenten preparations.
The play is directed by Dawn

Haynes and Derek Griffin, with two

men sharing the role of the Chris-
tus: Dale Collings for the first time,
and Rob Paul, who played the
Christus in the 2000 staging.
There are daytime and evening

performances. Public booking is
through Webtickets. Block bookings
and entire performances can be pur-
chased through Dominic Sandiah
on 082 460-7677.
There will be a signed perform-

ance for the hearing-impaired in
the afternoon of April 4.

Durban prop-makers and scenic artists are renovating this year’s 
Durban Passion Play set. The team is (from left) Thulani Sikhakhane
(his third Passion Play), Vincent Ngema (his first), Joseph Nkwanyana
(his third), and Jonathan Wardle (his eighth) (Photo: Illa Thompson)
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St Joseph’s Cedara gets a new chancellor
BY ERIN cARELSE 

THIS year marks the 30th an-
niversary of St Joseph’s Theo-
logical Institute (SJTI) in

Cedara, near Pietermaritzburg.
The institution grew out of the

Oblate Scholasticate, which for its
46 years until 1989 had accepted
only Oblate students.
Since 1989, SJTI has served sem-

inarians from most religious con-
gregations and lay students.
The anniversary year also sees

the installation as grand chancellor
of its former president Bishop
Sylvester David OMI, now auxiliary
in Cape Town. He succeeds Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale OMI of Johan-
nesburg, who had served as grand
chancellor for the past five years.
“The 30th anniversary of the in-

stitute is significant because it comes
at a time when it had reached a stage
of consolidation of its accredited pro-
grammes, as it seeks to attract more

lay or private students,” according to
Fr Neil Frank OMI, chair of the board
of members.
“The future of Catholic higher

education in South Africa requires
reputable higher education insti-
tutes that can provide the faith-
based grounding not just for
religious or clerical students, but for
all who want to serve Church and
society,” said Fr Frank.
He also voiced his appreciation

for Archbishop Tlhagale’s “faithful
service to the institute since 2015”.
“The archbishop is a patron of

Catholic higher education, and his
own life and ministry has under-
scored the importance of having in-
tellectually competent leaders in
the Church,” Fr Frank said.
Bishop David had been the pres-

ident of St Joseph’s for eight years,
from 2007-15.
“He understands the demands of

higher-education management in
South Africa and he worked tirelessly

to upgrade the professionalism of the
operations and products of the insti-
tute. His academic specialisation in
and love for the sacred scriptures
have added much value to our min-
istry both in the classroom and out-
side,” Fr Frank explained.

This year also saw the resignation
of Fr Ewen Swart OMI, who became
the fifth and youngest president of
SJTI when he was installed in 2018.
Fr Swartz had succeeded Fr Frank
who had been in office since 2016. Fr
Frank’s term was cut short when he
was elected to be provincial of the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate.
“It was with reluctance that we

accepted the resignation of Fr
Swartz as president. We know that
much thought and discernment
had gone into his decision, and we
accepted that it was right for him
and his overall wellbeing. We are
grateful for his leadership in the
past two years,” Fr Frank said.
The acting president is Oblate

Father Joseph Phiri, who has had
served the institution as its superior.
Apart from offering bachelor de-

grees in philosophy and theology,
which are necessary for the
Catholic priesthood, the institute
now offers a degree in development

studies as well as a postgraduate
diploma in theology, which is open
to anyone with a bachelors degree
in any field of study.
“The staff are highly trained in

their fields and our students, upon
graduation, have excelled in fur-
thering their studies at other insti-
tutes. The trajectory of growth of
the institute is pointing in the right
direction,” Fr Frank said.
“I am proud to have been a stu-

dent at the institute, to have been
its president for a few years and to
continue to serve its enduring vi-
sion as chair of the board of mem-
bers,” the priest said.
The 30th anniversary celebration,

together with the institute’s 15th
graduation ceremony, will take place
on March 27 at SJTI Cedara, begin-
ning with a Mass at 9:00.
The graduation ceremony will

start at 11:00 followed by an an-
niversary celebration lunch at
13:00.

SA’s Fatima pilgrimage will
celebrate 21 years of devotion

ON Saturday, May 9, hundreds
of Catholics will be taking to
the streets of Johannesburg in

honour of Our Lady of Fatima.
This will be the 21st time and the

14th year in succession that this
parish-to-parish pilgrimage will be
taking place.
The pilgrimage on foot celebrates

the first apparitions of Our Lady to
three shepherd children in the ham-
let of Fatima in Portugal on May 13,
1917. During these apparitions,
which continued over the next six
months, Mary, under the title of Our
Lady Queen of the Rosary, appealed
for prayer, conversion and peace in
the world.
“Since these apparitions, millions

of people have changed their lives
positively and come to practise the
messages of Fatima,” noted Manny de
Freitas, pilgrimage co-convenor. 
He said that because these appari-

tions took place in Portugal, the Por-
tuguese communities have a special

devotion to Our Lady of the Rosary
of Fatima.
To mark these Marian appari-

tions, the Blessed Sacrament parish
in Malvern East, led by Fr Andrew
Knott OMI, will be undertaking a
pilgrimage on foot.
It will begin from the Blessed

Sacrament church, on the corner of
Geldenhuis and Mullins Roads in
Malvern East, on May 9 at 18:30.
The pilgrimage concludes with Holy
Mass at the Schoenstatt shrine at the
corner of Van Buuren and Florence
Roads, Bedfordview.
“All are invited to join pilgrims on

foot in this pilgrimage in May when
we are aiming at beating last year’s es-
timated pilgrimage attendance of
2 000 pilgrims,” said Mr de Freitas. 
Pilgrims are invited to join the

pilgrimage wearing comfortable
shoes and to bring a candle.
n For further information contact Fr
Andrew Knott at 071 765-7316 or
Manny de Freitas at 082 788-6824.

The Maronite catholic church in Mulbarton, Johannesburg, celebrated the investiture of the regional
knights of da Gama’s new grand knight Ebo Quagraine and his newly-elected officials. Mr Quagraine re-
places outgoing grand knight Garry Michael Williams who served for four years. Mass was celebrated by
Frs Juan Yamin and Sylvester. (Photo: Alexis callea)
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CARDINAL Malcolm Ran-
jith says he is ready to
launch street protests if

Sri Lanka’s government does
not find and arrest the culprits
behind last year's Easter bomb-
ings.

Ucanews.com reported the
cardinal said the administration
has not taken action regarding
the suicide bombings that killed
about 300 people, including 40
foreign nationals, and injured at
least 500.
“The most senior person in

the government should have
been brought to the Criminal
Investigation Department and
questioned if he had been aware
in advance of the Easter bomb
blasts,” Cardinal Ranjith said at
the basilica of Our Lady of
Lanka.
“There are reports that police

officers investigating the Easter
Sunday suicide bomb blasts are
currently being transferred,” he
added.
“Investigations into the

Easter Sunday attacks have re-
vealed that current govern-
ment-related ‘big people’ have
also been involved, and no ac-
tion has been taken against

them,” he said. 
The suicide attacks became a

turning point in the presidential
election, bringing national secu-
rity to the top of the agenda.
The government has initi-

ated several investigations into
the blasts, including one by a

presidential panel and another
by a parliamentary select com-
mittee.
Earlier, Cardinal Ranjith said

that if he had known an attack
had been planned, he would
have closed all churches and
protected the faithful.—CNS
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BY cINDY WOODEN 

ALACK of faith and a misunder-
standing of marriage can
mean no sacramental marriage

occurred, even if both the husband
and wife had been baptised, said a
new document.
The International Theological

Commission, whose members are
appointed by the pope, wrote the
document in response to questions
repeatedly raised since the 1970s
and addressed by Popes John Paul II,
Benedict XVI and Francis.
“The existence today of ‘baptised

nonbelievers’ raises a new theologi-
cal problem and a grave pastoral
dilemma, especially when the lack
of, or rather the rejection of, the
faith seems clear,” the document
said.
In the document, “The Reciproc-

ity Between Faith and Sacraments in
the Sacramental Economy”, mem-
bers of the theological commission
did not claim to resolve completely
the question of the validity of sacra-
mental marriages in the absence of
faith, but they did insist that much
greater care must be taken to educate
Catholics in the meaning of faith,
the significance of the sacraments
and the meaning of marriage.
The document was approved by

Cardinal Luis Ladaria, prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, and its publication was autho-
rised by Pope Francis.
The “reciprocity” in the docu-

ment’s title refers to Catholic teach-
ing that a person must have a degree
of faith to validly receive the sacra-

ments, but also that the sacraments
strengthen and enrich faith.
The document did not focus only

on matrimony; it also looked at the
relationship between faith and the
sacraments of baptism, confirmation
and the Eucharist, and noted that,
obviously, complete or perfect faith
is never requested for sacramental
validity. Faith is something that is
meant to grow.
In addition, it said, “the sacra-

ments are always celebrated in the
faith of the Church since they have
been entrusted to the Church. In
each and every sacrament, the faith
of the Church precedes the faith of
the singular faithful."
Because the faith of the Church

itself is at work in the sacraments,
the Church has held that “the per-
sonal faith of the contracting parties
does not constitute the sacramental-
ity of matrimony”.
But, at the same time, the docu-

ment said, “the absence of personal
faith compromises the validity of
the sacrament”.

The question of validity has a
practical impact on decisions
of marriage tribunals when

they are asked to grant a decree of
nullity of a marriage. But, quoting
Pope Francis and his predecessors,
the document also noted another
practical impact of the faith-sacra-
ment relationship, which is the
strength, love and commitment that
sacramental grace gives a couple to
live their vows.
The situations in which validity is

called into question because of a lack

of faith are limited, although in-
creasing, the document said. It re-
ferred specifically to the marriages of
“baptised nonbelievers”, a term first
used by the theological commission
in 1977.
“This category includes two types

of people,” the document said:
“Those who received baptism in in-
fancy, but subsequently, for what-
ever reason, have not come to
perform a personal act of faith in-
volving their understanding and
their will”; and “those baptised per-
sons who consciously deny the faith
explicitly and do not consider them-
selves to be Catholic or Christian be-
lievers.”
Reviewing papal reaction to the

problem, the document said Pope
Benedict XVI insisted that, as a
“minimum condition” for validity,
the couple have “the intention to do
what the Church does” in the sacra-
ment, which is to promise the man
and woman to each other for life, in
fidelity and with openness to having
children.
In updating rules for marriage tri-

bunals in 2015, the commission
noted, Pope Francis formally ac-
knowledged that “the defect of
faith” can be a motive for nullity.
Still, the document said, “as in

every sacrament, in marriage there is
a transmission of the grace of Christ.
This grace is not due to the faith of
the ministers,” which in the Latin-
rite of the Catholic Church are the
spouses, “but is a gift of Christ, who
is actively present in the conjugal
covenant, and of the Holy Spirit”.—
CNS

cardinal Malcolm Ranjith of colombo, Sri Lanka, looks at the
explosion site inside a church in Negombo on April 21, 2019.
The cardinal says he is ready to launch street protests if Sri
Lanka’s government does not find and arrest the culprits.
(Photo: Reuters/cNS) 

Hospital staff charged with conversion in India

BY JuNNO AROcHO ESTEVES 

POPE Francis has asked the pris-
oners, guards and the chaplain
of a northern Italian prison to

write this year’s Way of the Cross
meditations.
In a letter published in the Italian

newspaper Il Mattino di Padova, the
pope said he chose the parish com-
munity of the Due Palazzi prison in
Padua so that the meditations would
reflect on the lives of those involved
in the prison system, including “the
victim, the prisoner, the prison offi-
cer, the volunteer, the family of those
detained, probation officers, the
Church, and the innocent person
who, at times, is unjustly accused”.
“The prison is a kaleidoscope of

situations, and there is always a big
risk in telling a detail to the detri-
ment of the whole” system, he said.
“The resurrection of a person is never
the work of an individual, but of a
community walking together.”
Each year, the pope asks a differ-

ent person to write the commentary
and prayers for the Way of the Cross.
The evening service is scheduled to
take place on April 10, Good Friday,
at Rome’s Colosseum.
The pope said he chose to an-

nounce his choice for the medita-
tions in the local newspaper of Padua
because he wanted the announce-
ment “to be a caress to the suffering
of these days”.
Pope Francis, who has read the

meditations from the Due Palazzi
prison community, said he was
“moved” by them and they made
him feel “like the brother of those
who made mistakes and those who
accept to stand beside them”.
“I thank the parish of the prison

and, together with them, I thank all
those who work for this small
world,” the pope said. “God bless the
good heart of those who challenge
indifference with tenderness.
“It is also the reason for Christian

hope: Even in these moments God is
speaking to us,” he said.—CNS

Pope asks prison inmates
to compose Via Crucis

Inmates from
the kitchen of
Due Palazzi
prison in Padua,
Italy. Pope 
Francis has
asked the pris-
oners and
guards  to write
this year’s Way
of the cross
meditations. 

POLICE have arrested an
employee of a Catholic
hospital and slapped con-

version charges on him and a
Catholic nun for allegedly hurt-
ing religious sentiments of Hin-
dus in southern India’s
Karnataka state.

Ucanews.com reported the
charges came after Hindu ac-
tivists barged into Sanjo Hospi-
tal in Mandya district and beat
up its public relations officer,
Solomon George, quoting Fr
Josekutty Kalayil, who is help-
ing the hospital deal with the
case.
Mr George and Sr Nirmal

Jose, hospital administer, were
accused of denigrating Hindu
gods and attempting to convert
Hindus, Fr Kalayil said.
Fr Kalayil said the case

started with an elderly man
being admitted to the hospital
with a complaint of high blood
pressure. The next day, he
sought to leave the hospital
against medical advice.
“He saw a Bible in his room

and asked about it when Mr
George visited him as part of
routine work. Mr George ex-
plained about the Bible and
said he could read it if inter-
ested, and left the room,” the

priest explained.
“The man immediately sum-

moned his son, a member of a
Hindu group. He came in with
some 20 people and began to
accuse the hospital of conver-
sion.”
More people joined them

later, and they began to attack
Mr George.
Police were called and Mr

George and Sr Nirmal arrested. 
Hospital officials suspect the

attackers belong to Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, a militant
Hindu umbrella organisation of
groups wanting to turn India
into a Hindu nation.—CNS
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World Youth Day pilgrims take selfies with the skyline of Panama city
in the background (Photo: Jaclyn Lippelmann, catholic Standard/cNS)

BY DAMIAN AVEVOR 

YOUNG people should be the
focus of efforts to end violent
conflicts in Africa, said leaders

of a Jesuit-led peace initiative.
Despite the African Union’s “res-

olution not to pass the burden of
conflict to future generations, about
600 million young people in Africa
are unemployed, uneducated or in
insecure employment, hence vulner-
able to taking up arms”, said Fr
Charles Chilufya, director of the Je-
suit Justice and Ecology Network
Africa, based in Nairobi, Kenya.
Fr Chilufya spoke at the launch of

“Silencing the Guns by 2020: I Want
to Grow Old”, an initiative in sup-
port of the African Union’s campaign
“Silencing the Guns”.
The Jesuit Justice and Ecology

Network Africa and its youth leader-
ship development programme Lead
Magis Africa, in collaboration with
Accra-based Ignatian Youth Net-
works for Intergenerational Out-
comes, launched the initiative at
Christ the King parish in Accra.
The Ghanaian capital was chosen

for the launch because the West
African country “enjoys stability, rel-
ative peace” and increasing prosper-

ity, Fr Chilufya said. Ghana’s “eco-
nomic miracle has been made possi-
ble by the peaceful coexistence of
different ethnic and religious groups
and by the political stability that the
country has enjoyed for several
years”, he said.
Also, the late Kofi Annan, who

did “great work in the promotion of
global peace” as UN secretary-general
from 1997 to 2006, was a Ghanaian,
he said. 
Annan’s peace initiatives have

borne fruit in places such as Angola,

Ivory Coast, Liberia and Sierra Leone,
Fr Chilufya said.
Scholastica Barimah of the Ignat-

ian Youth Networks said the group
intends to draw young people in
Ghana into the initiative. At the
launch, she urged all young Africans
to take bold steps wherever they find
themselves to promote the African
Union’s peace and security agenda.
Fr Chilufya said: “We must be in-

tentional and proactive about” em-
powering young people to become
responsible and capable individuals.
The policy documents of the

African Union “cannot translate
themselves into any peaceful out-
comes unless African leaders have
the political will, strong institutions
and resources for driving the
processes”, he said.
“There are too many conflicts in

Africa to be managed, and Africa
lacks much of what it takes to man-
age these kinds of violent episodes,”
he said.
“Disarming alone is not enough,”

the priest said, noting that chal-
lenges that lead people to violent
conflicts, including poverty, histori-
cal injustices and inequality, should
be addressed too.”—CNS

A poster for the launch of “Silenc-
ing the Guns” is pictured in Accra,
Ghana.

BY cINDY WOODEN 

POPE Francis has decided the
next world Synod of Bishops
at the Vatican, which will

take place in October 2022, will
have the theme: “For a synodal
Church: Communion, participa-
tion and mission.”
The Vatican announced the

choice of “synodality” as the
theme in a brief communiqué.
“Synodality”, which literally

means “walking together”, has be-
come a key topic of Pope Francis’
pontificate, but one which has
raised questions and even confu-
sion.
The basic idea in the pope’s

teaching is that the grace of bap-
tism makes one part of the body of
the Church and, therefore, respon-
sible for its life and mission. In a

hierarchical Church, that shared
responsibility calls for regular, se-
rious and structural forums for lis-
tening to all members of the
Church. 
At the same time, as the pope

has said, it does not mean putting
decisions to a vote as if a synod
were a parliament.
In 2018, the International The-

ological Commission, which ad-
vises the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, published a
document on the topic, “Synodal-
ity In the Life and Mission of the
Church”.
Synodality, which has been

present in Christianity since its
very beginning, the document
said, is not simply about involving
people in decision making, but in-
volving all the baptised in discern-
ing God’s will and listening to the

Holy Spirit. 
Regarding questions that con-

tinue to be raised about the simi-
larities and differences between
synodality and a democratic form
of Church governance, the com-
mission wrote: 
“A synodal Church is a Church

of participation and co-responsi-
bility. In exercising synodality she
is called to give expression to the
participation of all, according to
each one’s calling, with the au-
thority conferred by Christ on the
College of Bishops headed by the
pope. 
Participation is based on the

fact that all the faithful are quali-
fied and called to serve each other
through the gifts they have all re-
ceived from the Holy Spirit.”—
CNS

BY JuNNO AROcHO ESTEVES 

THEfast-paced nature of the dig-
ital age can cause young men
and women to focus more on

capturing moments for their social
media rather than experiencing
them, Pope Francis told Catholic
young people.
Both young people and adults can

“waste their lives with superficial
things, thinking they are alive while
in fact they are dead within”, seeking
gratification through entertainment
and fleeting moments while giving
in to “widespread growing digital
narcissism”, the pope said in his mes-
sage for World Youth Day 2020.
“All too many people are living

this way! Some of them have per-
haps bought into the materialism of
those all around them who are con-
cerned only with making money and
taking it easy, as if these were the sole
purpose of life,” the pope said.
“In the long run,” he added, “this

will inevitably lead to unhappiness,
apathy and boredom with life, a
growing sense of emptiness and frus-
tration.”
The message centred on a verse

from the Gospel of Luke: “Young
man, I say to you, arise!”
Pope Francis chose several verses

that reflect on the call to “arise” and
“stand up” as the themes for World
Youth Day 2020-22. This year and

next, World Youth Day will be cele-
brated on a local level—on Palm
Sunday at the Vatican—and in 2022
it will be an international gathering
in Lisbon.
The theme for World Youth Day

2020, the pope said, was what Jesus
said before raising a young man from
the dead.
Christ’s gesture of compassion to-

wards the suffering of the boy’s wid-
owed mother is a reminder for young
people today that “sometimes our
first reaction is to take a picture with
our cellphone without even bother-
ing to look into the eyes of the per-
sons involved”.
“All around us, but at times also

within us, we can see realities of
death: physical, spiritual, emotional,
social. Do we really notice them, or
simply let them happen to us? Is
there anything we can do in order to
restore life?” Pope Francis asked.
“Do not let yourselves be robbed

of this sensitivity!” he said. “May you
always be attentive to the plea of
those who are suffering, and be
moved by those who weep and die
in today’s world.”
Just as Christ’s gesture brought

the boy back to life, “one sign of
closeness, simple yet concrete, can
awaken forces of resurrection” in
those who are suffering, the pope
said.—CNS

Pope may go to 
Indonesia this year

BY MIcHAEL SAINSBuRY 

DETAILS are beginning to emerge of a poten-
tial trip by Pope Francis to Indonesia, East
Timor and Papua New Guinea in Septem-

ber.
Indonesian Cardinal Ignatius Suharyo Hard-

joatmodhjo, head of the Indonesian bishops’
conference, said Vatican trip planners would visit
the country with the world’s largest population
of Muslims in March. 
He told the Jakarta Post Pope Francis might cel-

ebrate Mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Main Sta-
dium in Jakarta. He also would visit St Mary of the
Assumption cathedral in Jakarta.
Interfaith relations would be a key focus of the

visit, with Cardinal Suharyo saying the pope
hopes to visit a mosque.
Yahya Cholil Staquf, a Muslim cleric and sec-

retary-general of the world’s largest moderate Is-
lamic group, Nahdlatul Ulama, said in February
that Pope Francis could visit the three countries.
It would be the pope’s second trip to Asia in 12

months; he visited Thailand and Japan in Octo-
ber.
Catholicism is very much a minority faith in

Indonesia, representing just 3% of the population
of about 264 million people, or 15 million peo-
ple.
Pope John Paul II visited East Timor, then part

of East Timor,  in 1989—Asia’s most Catholic
country with 90% of the population Catholic.
A September papal trip will come at a delicate

time, when the heavily Christian Indonesian
provinces are agitating for independence. As well,
the autonomously governed Papua New Guinea
island of Bougainville, which is more than 60%
Catholic, overwhelmingly voted for its independ-
ence from the mainland in a December 2019 ref-
erendum.
In 2016, Pope Francis named Archbishop John

Ribat as the nation’s first cardinal.—CNS



Reassessing Jean
Vanier essential
PUBLISHING an article mention-ing Jean Vanier in admiring
terms (Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI’s col-
umn of February 26) is no longer
acceptable.
Since his death, Vanier has been

“outed”, not by one but several
women sexually bullied and abused
by him, all of whom worked for
L’Arche. This does not diminish
what the man achieved for and
with the mentally disabled; it does
need to be borne in mind, however. 

Hilary Phillips, Johannesburg
n Fr Rolheiser’s article which referred
to Jean Vanier had gone to print just
before the revelations were made pub-
lic. He reassessed Vanier in last week’s
issue. Our editorial of March 4 con-
demned Vanier’s abuses.—Editor.

Praise for SC
advertiser
ON seeing a Southern Cross adver-

tisement for a pilgrimage by
Bryanston parish to Lourdes, Rome,
Assisi, Loreto and Medjugorje in
May, I duly registered and am look-
ing forward to the experience.
I think that I should record the

fantastic service I have been given by
the organiser, Gail of Fowler Tours.
No queries or calls for advice

have been too much trouble for
Gail to resolve. Based obviously on
her commitment to pilgrims and on

her experience, she had sent each
participant a comprehensive set of
documents detailing the itinerary,
accommodation, travel, and the
procedures/requirements for apply-
ing for visas. As a result, obtaining
our visa was a walk in the park, with
the Italian office delivering the visas
within six days. Without the prepa-
ration and guidance of your adver-
tiser, people like me, who are
IT-challenged, would really battle. 
Thank you, Southern Cross, for

the standard of your advertisers.
John Bishop, Boksburg

Dour Catholics
KEENANWilliam is spot-on in his

article “Why do we Catholics
look so miserable?” (February 26).
I attend ecumenical events very

often, and the welcome I receive at
them is amazing. People come up to
me to greet and welcome me.
At my own parish, I am lucky to

get a smile, even from the parish
priest. The majority of Catholics do
look very miserable all the time.

Jennifer Pillay, Gauteng

Eucharist clarity
REGARDING the many insight-

ful and kind letters in response
to my posting concerning Jesus’

words in John’s Gospel, I needed to
reread my original post (January 22).
To clarify: nowhere did I ques-

tion the institution of the Eu-
charist, transubstantiation, or the
Real Presence.
The focus was on Jesus’ words

some time before the Last Supper
as reported by John, proclaiming
the necessity of eating his Body
and drinking his Blood without
any further illumination, and the
consequent reaction of people—
this from a man who had always
taken great pains to make his
teaching clear, to the extent of giv-
ing it in parables!
Further, could anyone, in the

face of the bare announcement, be
excused for being doubtful?
Jesus called people to himself—

he was not in the habit of alienat-
ing those who sought the truth. The
disciples themselves offered neither
assent or dissent,
Peter’s only seemingly rather be-

wildered reply being, “Lord, to
whom shall we go—You have the
words of eternal life!”
I have discussed the subject with

a retired Catholic bishop, who
agreed that the literal eating of his
Body was not intended—this would
be cannibalism (his words!).
My problem is the apparent

anachronism.
Cecil Cullen, Alberton
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

AT a Lenten lecture in the
cathedral in Klerksdorp, Fr
Don Bohé OMI repeated a

much-loved phrase of his: “Mass is
non-negotiable.” Because Jesus is
present at the Mass.
It is at the Mass that we literally

receive Christ through the Bread
(Body) and Wine (Blood). 
Shortly after this, at Mass in the

cathedral the celebrant mentioned
that as a precaution against the
Covid-19 virus, a decision had
been taken that no holy water
would be distributed in the fonts
at the Church’s entrance. Sanitary
hand-cleaner had been placed on
the altar to ensure celebrants of
Holy Communion sanitise their
hands before distributing hosts. 
It got me thinking about Fr

Bohé’s teaching a few days earlier
when he referred to the three
temptations of Satan towards Jesus
in the desert. Reflecting on Luke
4:1-13, I wonder whether the devil
is not using this Lenten period to
tempt us as well. 
Is the devil using this virus to

make us doubt our special relation-
ship, as a Church, with the Trinity?
Holy Water has been sanctified

by a priest or persons of religious
authority. So if I can ask a priest to
bless my car or home with holy
water, why is that water not
deemed good enough to guard us
against this coronavirus? 
If we, as Catholics, believe in

the miracle of transubstantiation
of the bread and wine into the
Body and Blood of Christ, why
then do we need sanitisers to
cleanse our hands before it is being
distributed? 
In my view, touching Jesus in

the host that is the Body and
Blood is cleansing in itself. God
doesn’t need help to heal and
cleanse; he needs faith and repen-
tance of sins. 
Am I weak, or maybe even self-

ish, to not see why certain steps
have been taken? Or have we been
played by Satan, causing us to
doubt the miraculous saving and
healing powers of the Holy Trinity? 
It is these very thoughts that

took me back to Fr Bohé’s Lenten
lecture. Maybe these very ques-
tions I have are a sign that I need
to repent. Maybe it’s a sign that I
indeed lack wisdom and that I
need to acquire the gift of discern-

ment. 
Satan will use every situation to

place doubt and fear in us. He is
patiently waiting to prey on our
weakness, and uses examples that
sound and seem quite legitimate. 
If I had the gifts of wisdom, in-

sight and discernment, my reac-
tion might have been totally
different.
Fr Bohé would say that when

you face your moments of dark-
ness and you feel challenged, ask
not, “Why am I going through this
Lord?”, but rather discern, what is
God’s message in this for me? 
Maybe this is an opportune

time to truly reflect on the blessing
of the sacraments we have in our
Church, and not take them for
granted. 
How many Catholics are being

deprived from celebrating their
faith without fear because of the
coronavirus? Lent, after all, is a
time for praying, fasting and char-
ity. 
Does this virus not present us

with the perfect opportunity to
strengthen our faith out of love for
Christ, others and ourselves?

Earl Smiles, Klerksdorp

Is devil using new virus to cause us to doubt?Editor: Günther Simmermacher

Faith and fear
THE devil is rubbing his

hands, not with disinfectant
but with glee, at the fear

and panic that is consuming the
world over the coronavirus, or
Covid-19.
The evil one, whichever way

we may conceive him, has se-
duced mankind. Panic has in-
fected reason, fear has supplanted
hope. 
When public Masses are can-

celled for weeks, the faithful are
being separated from the sacra-
ments, prevented from receiving
the Eucharist, stopped from pray-
ing together in community; when
people of profound faith place
their fear above God, then this is
a victory for all that seeks to sepa-
rate God from his people.
Of course, the decisions by

bishops to take preventative
measures—whether it is to close
churches or to empty holy water
fonts—have been made in the in-
terests of public health.
We may have faith that no

harm can come to us in the Eu-
charist, but taking prudent pre-
cautions is also a personal and
civic responsibility.   
These decisions must be re-

spected, especially in light of
these unusual circumstances for
which past experience has not
prepared us. 
Here we must hold conflicting

positions: to see prudence in the
decisions affecting the Mass while
at the same time seeing in the ef-
fect of these decisions a compro-
mise of our faith. 
Our job then shouldn’t be to

criticise those who are trying their
best to respond to an unprece-
dented situation but to discern
how we can counteract all that di-
minishes our relationship with
God.
This situation gives us an op-

portunity to dialogue with God.
Where do we meet God in this
time? What is he telling us in our
own experiences of the present
circumstances? How does God
want us to respond to these cir-
cumstances?
As Catholics, we now have a

choice whether we place ourselves
within the frenzy of alarmism (or,
for that matter, denialism), or
whether we entrust ourselves to
God.
According to US Jesuit Father

James Martin, St Ignatius Loyola re-
ferred to two “movements” in the
spiritual life: one from God and the
other one very much not. 
Ignatius, says Fr Martin, “called

the one that doesn’t come from

God (and that also moves us away
from God) the ‘evil one’ or the
‘enemy of human nature’”. 
The evil one, according to St

Ignatius, causes “gnawing anxiety,
to sadden, to set up obstacles. In
this way he unsettles people by
false reasons aimed at preventing
their progress”.
We can observe the “evil one”

in the panic, the fear, the ru-
mours, the lies, the denial of rea-
son, and the demonisation of
those who are thought to be re-
sponsible for spreading the coro-
navirus. 
We encounter him in super-

market battles over the last packet
of toilet paper. 
We can see him in everything

that separates us from God and
the grace he offers. 
“That interior voice that relies

on rumours and leads to panic is
not coming from God. Ground
yourself instead in reality,” Fr
Martin wisely counsels us.
St Ignatius tells us: God’s spirit

“stirs up courage and strength,
consolations, inspirations and
tranquillity”.
In the words of Fr Martin:

“Anything that leads to despair is
not coming from God. Anything
that builds up hope is.”
We may also take some counsel

from a French bishop who has
said that “more than the epidemic
of coronavirus, we should fear the
epidemic of fear”.
Bishop Pascal Roland of Belley-

Ars has suggested that Covid-19 is
a reminder that “we want to hide
from ourselves the fact that we are
mortal, and having closed off the
spiritual dimension of our life, we
are losing ground”. 
Writing on his diocesan web-

site, the bishop noted that “be-
cause we have more and more
sophisticated and efficient tech-
niques available, we claim to mas-
ter everything, and we obscure
the fact that we are not the mas-
ters of life!”
He asked: “Doesn’t the collec-

tive panic we are witnessing today
reveal our distorted relationship
to the reality of death? Does it not
manifest the anxiety-inducing ef-
fects of losing God?” 
Exactly in this time of frenzied

alarm, we may examine our own
mortality and our trust in God’s
guiding hand.
This is a grace we may accept in

this time of coronavirus (and, in-
deed, Lent): God’s invitation to us
to contemplate our relationship
with him and his people among
the distractions this world offers.
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ONMarch 21 we commemorate the
1960 Sharpeville massacre with
Human Rights Day. And Church

leaders, nationally and locally, will join
fellow citizens in celebrating the triumph
of human rights post-apartheid. 
What greater injustice to human rights

can there have been than to regard some
human beings as superior to others be-
cause of the colour of their skin? 
I’ve said it before in these pages: The

straightforward foundation of human
rights is that all humans are equal, simply
because they are human. And all humans
are entitled to equal treatment by right—
not because they have earned it or paid for
it or been awarded it, but because it is part
of the definition of what it is to be human.
While many of us take this human

right for granted now, we do not have to
go too far back in history to find situations
in which some people were treated less
well than others—because they were not
male, or not white, or not property own-
ers, or not Christian, or not members of
the aristocracy, or not heterosexual, or not
able-bodied. 
And when humans are not treated

equally, when they are oppressed and mis-
treated, because of the colour of their skin,
their ethnicity, their religion, and so on,
then we must speak of that as crimes
against humanity  
We rightly debate how to implement

such radical equality, but now rarely ques-
tion the underlying principle that all hu-
mans enjoy the right to equal treatment. 
The language of modern-day human

rights (from an age in which people were
less conscious of gender) is seen as origi-
nating in the 1776 American Declaration
of Independence—”We hold these truths
to be self-evident: that all men are created
equal”—or the 1789 French Declaration of
the Rights of Man and of the Citizen—
”Men are born and remain free and equal
in rights”. 
As Christians we might see an echo

here going back to the very beginning of
the Bible: since all people are descendants
of Adam and Eve, and thus born in the
image and likeness of God (Gen 1:27),
they all should be treated well and all be
treated equally well. 
You would have thought, then, that the

Catholic Church would have been cham-
pioning the rise of human rights. 
There have certainly been theologians

who both influenced and were influenced
by these ideas from before the Enlighten-
ment and since. But the Church’s political
fears of revolutions, and its defence of

regimes that had supported the Church,
meant that it was a long time before the
Church would publicly and firmly place it-
self alongside those fighting for human
rights.  
For example, the Church in South

Africa championed basic rights of political
representation (the right to vote and free-
dom of speech) alongside other campaign-
ers. Yet only a century earlier the Church
had condemned both of these. 

But now the Church is seen (by most) as
a defender of human rights. After all,

she has a network of organisations work-
ing with the poor, the marginalised and
refugees, providing healthcare, education
and development to all people in need, re-
gardless of who they are. 
Pope John Paul II often placed human

rights at the centre. 
“Whether in Poland or Brazil, the

United States or the Philippines, Mexico
or Africa, the most consistent and forceful
theme of the pope’s message has been the
appeal for the protection of human rights
and the denunciation of patterns of
human rights violations,” according to Je-
suit Father David Hollenbach, director of
the Centre for Human Rights and Interna-
tional Justice at Boston College.
John Paul was, of course, an outspoken

critic of apartheid, and is credited with
helping overturn communist rule, thus
restoring rights to many citizens in East-
ern Europe. 

But the relationship is still not easy. It
would seem to be that Rome’s defence of
human rights sometimes goes only as far
as the Church door: if there is a conflict
between claimed human rights and
Church teaching, Rome asserts strongly its
own rights over those of individuals. 
While this might make sense within

the Church, it leaves those outside the
Church baffled and inclined to see
hypocrisy. 
We would be horrified by a private or-

ganisation refusing employment to some-
one because they were Jewish or black.
Others are horrified if the Church refuses
employment to someone who is a woman
or gay. 
Critics note that the Church’s forth-

right document on the right of religious
freedom—Vatican II’s Dignitatis Humanae
(On the Right of the Person and of Communi-
ties to Social and Civil Freedom in Matters Re-
ligious)—comes at the point in history
when the Church is increasingly a minor-
ity that needs defence, and not a majority
that wields power. 
Or they point to the inconsistency of

the Vatican City as a state in the United
Nations defending human rights while
not actually implementing many of those
rights in her own territory. 
We can imagine what the Church

would say about a departing head of state
who ensured that his successor was chosen
by and from a select group of men he him-
self had appointed, as happened in 2013,
when a small group of Church leaders ap-
pointed by popes chose the new pope. 
A deeper reason for this unease might

be the feeling that the Church has lost
socio-political power to a human rights
lobby which provides (to quote a book
title) “values for a godless age”. 
The near-universality of the acceptance

of human rights and of its language seems
to compete with the universality that the
Catholic Church would claim for herself
and which for many centuries (in a large
part of the world) she enjoyed. 
Will this be the final victory of secular-

ism: to take the Church’s commitment to
equality and, in making it even more rad-
ical and even more non-negotiable, beat
religion at its own game? 

The Catholic Church and human rights

‘What greater injustice to human rights
can there have been than to regard some
human beings as superior to others be-
cause of the colour of their skin?’ asks
Raymond Perrier.

Raymond Perrier
Faith and Society

Parents’ role in
sex education
THE conversation about comprehensive sexu-

ality education (CSE) being taught in schools
as part of life orientation, is getting louder

and shriller and ever more visual. 
A banner seen recently in the Pretoria area

states boldly: “Teach our kids maths, NOT mastur-
bation.” The Department of Basic Education is re-
sponding just as strongly, distributing posters on
CSE.
The information shared on sexual violence and

teenage pregnancy reflects the harsh reality of the
lives of teenagers, and it’s frightening for many
parents who entrust children to a school system
for up to eight hours a day.
The National Adoption Coalition of South

Africa (Nacsa) cites that 65% of abandoned chil-
dren are newborn and 90% are younger than a
year. 
Abandonment locations include bins, rubbish

dumps, sewers, gutters, drains and toilets. Who
knows the real numbers—3000 or 5000 or 10000
children every year? No-one is counting. 
What we do know is that according to StatsSA,

the rate of teenage unwanted births has dropped—
and not because teenagers are not sexually active.
Ultimately, illegal termination of pregnancy or

the abandonment of babies might be what
teenage mothers see as inevitable.
Families are not voiceless. Parents do not need

to be bullied into a position, either by government
departments or organisations, mainly Church-af-
filiated groups, who speak in the name “the fam-
ily”. 
Surely parents and teachers should be in a po-

sition to speak on both subjects? Teachers do not
own the mathematics discourse and parents cer-
tainly do not own the sexual health dialogue. 
So where does the conversation start? What

topics and who takes responsibility? 
Any conversation with a teenager is difficult;

more so on the topic of sex (including masturba-
tion). 
Parents need to step up and assert that they, as

first but not last educators of children, have the
right to grab the space of communication with
their children, on all issues of family life. 
But parents also need to accept that children

will be informed and educated by teachers, the
media, Church leaders, community members and
peers. As a result, parents must be willing to be-
come more engaged with the teaching and learn-
ing process, through more direct communication
with their children, more contact with teachers
and school governing bodies. 
Parents must be active partners, not adver-

saries, of the Department of Basic Education, in
ensuring a relevant life orientation programme.
ln all areas where children are the recipients of in-
formation, parents do not need to stand by as
silent partners. 
Politicians, religious leaders, friends and the

dreaded social media are constantly messaging our
children, who are often willing recipients of infor-
mation that matters to them. 
Instead of saying NO to messaging, let’s rather

participate in shaping the message and ultimately
become part of the conversation. 
n Imelda Diouf is the director of the Sekwele Family
Strengthening Programme (www.sekwele.org).

Imelda Diouf
The Family Brief

Has Lent transformed you yet?
WEare reaching the midway point

of the grace-filled season of
Lent. 

Prayer, various forms of self-denial and
acts of charity are the hallmark of this
holy season. 
In fact, these are virtues that help us to

orient ourselves towards others. 
The Gospel narrative for the first Sun-

day of Lent concerning the temptation of
Christ (Matthew 4:1-11) made us realise
that these were meant for Christ to orient
his life and activities to his own benefit.
The temptations are presented dramat-

ically, as if they occurred in a few min-
utes, far away in a wilderness before
Christ began his ministry. 
However, these temptations are what

Christ faced and overcame during the
three years of his public ministry. 
The temptations of Christ are related

to his mission and he overcame them all.
By giving in to them he would have en-
hanced his reputation among the people
as a social worker, wonder worker and po-
litical leader as they thought and ex-
pected—but that was not his mission. 
Anyone with a mission for Christ

would be tempted; victory will come only
if temptation for self-orientation is kept
at bay. 
It is from learning and meditating on

the temptations Christ faced and over-
came, and the temptations that we face
in our 21st century, that we can see how
Lent can be a time for personal challenge
and transformation. 
Years down the line, people have be-

come so accustomed to the Lenten season
that some do not even bother about the
most important things: personal transfor-
mation and change.  

Too often, we want to race to the
Easter Resurrection without fully embrac-
ing the Lenten process that leads to it. 
Lent provides us with an opportunity

to deepen our spirituality by engaging in
regular discipline, from Ash Wednesday
through to Easter Sunday. 

The wilderness—the desert days of
Lent—is the true path towards our

spiritual transformation.
Fasting and other forms of penance are

about personal challenges and transfor-
mation. Through letting go of our de-
pendence on things we love most, we
develop personal discipline; we look at
making sacrifices for the good of others
and we develop the capacity to face chal-
lenges with greater courage. 

Prayer is also about transformation. In
prayer, we focus on something greater
than ourselves. We look at life through a
different lens.
One day some of the disciples of Jesus

were trying to drive out an evil spirit
from a man. They had no success and
they were in difficulty because Jesus was
not there. When Jesus returned, he drove
out the evil spirit. 
Later, when they were alone, they

asked him: “Why were we not able to
drive out the evil spirit?” Jesus replied:
“This is the kind that can be driven out
only by prayer and fasting.” 
I believe there is an evil spirit on the

loose at the present time, who loves to
see us respond in a destructive way to the
challenges of life. We all have our own
experiences of this negativity.
While we certainly need to engage in

social and political action to strengthen
the culture of life in our society, I believe
that our hearts will be converted to the
Gospel of Life only by prayer and fasting. 
For that reason, make a personal com-

mitment to some form of prayer and
penance, in a way that perhaps some of
us have not done for quite some time. 
Do it as a specific expression of your

desire to “Choose Life” and to respond
generously and constructively to the
challenges of life that can lead us to
transformation. 

‘Too often, we want to race to the
Easter Resurrection without fully em-
bracing the Lenten process that leads to
it,’ writes Dominican Father kelvin
Banda. (Photo: Jon Tyson/unsplash)

Fr Kelvin 
Banda OP

Point of Reflection

079 742 8861 JHb
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St Francis of Assisi parish in Vanderbijlpark, Gauteng, celebrated its diamond jubilee.
The 60th anniversary Mass was celebrated by Auxillary Bishop Duncan Tsoke of Jo-
hannesburg, with concelebrants Fr Siphelele Gwanisheni (Franciscan provincial), Fr
Tony Thouard OFM and Fr keketso Mothuli OFM. Deacon Denis Mashaba assisted
at the Mass. (Submitted by Elaine Prosper)

Sacred Heart college in Observatory, Johannesburg, held its
academic Mass, with matrics walking the Grade 1s in.

Sr Nondumiso Ndlovu of Holy Fam-
ily college in Glenwood, Durban,
celebrated her final profession in
colenso in a ceremony led by Arch-
bishop Abel Gabuza. Sr Ndlovu is
seen with Holy Family deputy prin-
cipal Stephen Sutherland and prin-
cipal ursula collings.

Holy Rosary School in Edenvale, Jo-
hannesburg, held its annual high-
school interhouse swimming gala.
Junior Victrix Ludorum winner Erin
Buffey is seen receiving her trophy
from guest of honour Leanne Grobler.

The church of the
Resurrection in
Dawn Park,
Boksburg,
welcomed Bana ba
Maria sodality
members from St
Albert the Great
parish in Vosloorus
who came to visit to
invite the youth to
join the sodality.
Young Dawn Park
parishioners are
seen with their
Vosloorus visitors.
(Submitted by
Modjadji Motupa)

St Henry’s college
in Glenwood,

Durban, ran a peer
mentor programme

for Grade 11s,
whose training
included basic

counselling skills
and various
anti-bullying

strategies such as
the stop, walk, talk

method and
restorative justice.
Those selected to

support other pupils
are seen with school

counsellor and
psychologist Fanitsa

Zervogiannis.

Holy Family
church in 
Manenberg,
cape Town,
celebrated the
confirmation of
young people
in the parish.
They are 
seen with
Archbishop
Stephen
Brislin. 
(Photo:
Theresa
Louw)

The kwaZulu-Natal catholic Nurses’ Guild held its annual retreat at Mariannhill outside
Durban. Participants are seen with their spiritual advisor Fr Sbusiso Mkhize cMM.

Sixteen young people were confirmed at Our
Lady of Loreto parish in kempton Park, Johan-
nesburg. Archbishop Buti Tlhagale led the confir-
mation Mass, which was concelebrated by Frs
Boniface D’ Souza, Rayan Pous and George
Okwii, with Deacons keith Mckenzie, Neelan
Reddy and Alpheus John. (Submitted by Farayi
Matondo)

www.radioveritas.co.za 
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Three lessons from the Annunciation

THE feast of the Annunciation
marks the announcement  by
the Archangel Gabriel to Mary

in Nazareth that she would be the
Mother of God (Lk 1:26-38). 
At that very instant, the Word

became flesh in Mary’s womb. 
March 25 is the date of the feast

unless that date falls on a Sunday
in Lent, at any time during Holy
Week, or at any time in the octave
of Easter (from Easter Sunday
through Divine Mercy Sunday, the
Sunday after Easter). 
In that case, the celebration is

transferred either to the following
Monday or to the Monday after Di-
vine Mercy Sunday. 
The date of March 25 was

known by ancient tradition to have
been the day of the Annunciation,
and the feast itself dates back at
least to the 5th century.
Originally it was a feast of Our

Lord, but now it is celebrated as a
Marian feast.
March 25 may rightly be called

the feast of the Incarnation, for on
that day we commemorate the cen-
tral truth of our Catholic faith: the
Incarnation of our Lord. 
“For us men and for our salva-

tion, the Eternal Son of God be-
came flesh in the womb of the
Virgin Mary and made his dwelling
place among us” (Jn 1:14).
The Annunciation is one of the

most mysterious and important
events in the history of the world.
It is described beautifully in the
Gospel of Luke, with all the sim-
plicity and power so typical of
God’s Word:
“The angel Gabriel was sent

from God to a town of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin be-
trothed to a man named Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. Upon arriving, the
angel said to her: ‘Rejoice, O highly
favoured daughter! The Lord is
with you. Blessed are you among
women… You have found favour
with God. You shall conceive and
bear a son and give him the name
Jesus. Great will be his dignity and
he will be called Son of the Most
High…’.
“Mary said to the angel, ‘How

can this be, since I do not know a
man?’ The angel answered her, ‘The
Holy Spirit will come upon you and
the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; hence the holy
offspring to be born will be called
Son of God’” (Lk 1:26-37).

The Gospel of Matthew also af-
firms the virginal conception (Mt
1:12-25). 
Then an angelic messenger tells

St Joseph: “Have no fear about tak-
ing Mary as your wife. It is by the
Holy Spirit that she has conceived
this child” (Mt. 1:20-21).
Most notable in the Annuncia-

tion account is the response of the
young girl who was the recipient of
God’s special vocation of Mother of
the Messiah. “I am the servant of
the Lord. Let it be done to me as
you say” (Lk 1:38).
Mary chose to be servant of the

Lord and to bring the Saviour into
the world. It proved to be an heroic
service of love, for with her Son,
she walked the Way of the Cross. 
An often-forgotten Old Testa-

ment verse may well have inspired
and assailed the young Mary:
“When you come to serve the Lord,
prepare yourself for trials. Be sin-
cere of heart and steadfast, undis-
turbed in time of adversity… For in
fire gold is tested, and worthy men
in the crucible of humiliation” (Sir-
ach 2:1-5).

What the feast teaches us
The feast of the Annunciation

teaches us several truths that are
worthy of our reflection. 
In the first place, God became

man because he loves us and
wanted to join his divine nature to
our human nature so that we could
share in his divine nature by grace. 
This truth is a central theme of

the teaching of the Catholic
Church. It is also the basis of the
sacramental life of the Church. 
The kind of new life that Jesus

came to give us is a sharing in di-
vine life which we had lost through
the first or original sin of Adam and
Eve. Now by Jesus’ death, it would
be restored and the sacraments
would be the means of receiving it
and growing in it.
Secondly, the Annunciation

teaches us that God requires our co-
operation to bring about the salvific
deeds he intends to accomplish. 
Without Mary’s fiat, the Son of

God would not have become man
and we would not have been re-
deemed. 
This truth is also part of the pro-

found message of Fatima when our
Blessed Mother asks all her children
to pray and fast so that souls may
be spared from the fires of hell. 
The understanding is that many

will not receive graces for salvation
unless others cooperate with God’s
grace to obtain them.
Thirdly, the feast of the Annun-

ciation teaches us that human life
begins at conception. 
The Church has always believed

that Jesus became man at the mo-
ment of his conception, not at the
moment of his birth. 
The Latin text of the Creed

states this very fact when it says,

“et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto ex
Maria Virgine, et homo factus est”,
which means “and he became flesh
by the power of the Holy Spirit
through the Virgin Mary and be-
came man”. 
This is also the third declaration

of the Angelus when one says,
“And the Word became flesh”, with
the response, “And dwelt among
us”. 
At this moment many genuflect

to show adoration of the Incarnate
Word of God. This truth also re-
minds us why the Catholic Church
so strongly condemns abortion
from the moment of conception.

Mary’s role in salvation
Finally, the feast of the Annun-

ciation reminds us of the remark-
able role of Mary in the work of
salvation. 
Mary was the one called by God

to uniquely participate in the work
of salvation so that the Son of God
could become man and, by his
death, redeem our world. 
Mary is the New Eve because as

the sinless Mother of God, made so
by Christ her Son, she becomes the
Mother of all the truly living, those
who accept and live in the very life
of God. 
So as we celebrate the feast of

the Annunciation, let us rejoice in
all the truths that are found in this
great mystery. 
Let us begin to pray the Angelus

daily in our families to commemo-
rate our God becoming man by
means of Mary. 
Let us rejoice that the Son of

God truly came to dwell with his
people by becoming man and
opening the doors of heaven for us
to enter.

On March 25 we mark the
feast of the Annunciation,
the moment when the story
of the Incarnation begins.
PROF EMMANuEL OGuNu
explains what lessons we
can learn from that event.

The Annunciation as depicted in 1672 by Italian painter Luca Giordano.
The feast of the Annunciation is on March 25. 

Mary’s grotto in the crypt of Nazareth’s basilica of the Annunciation. It
is here that tradition places the appearance of the angel Gabriel to the
Virgin Mary, and thus the place where the first two lines of the Rosary
have their origin. 
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LAST week we accompanied
Jesus as he raised Lazarus from
the dead in Bethany, went into

hiding in Ephraim (today’s Tay-
beh), and then returned for six days
to Bethany where, according to
John’s Gospel, Lazarus’ sister Mary
anointed him as the Messiah.
It’s now the day after the Sab-

bath, and Jesus is rising to make the
short trip—a Sabbath day’s journey,
or about a kilometre—to Bethpage
on the Mount of Olives, the ridge
that overlooks Jerusalem from the
east. The focal point from there is
the Temple.
Jesus has sent two of his disciples

ahead to collect a donkey and a colt
in Bethpage. 
On collecting the animals, the

disciples didn’t know which mode
of transport Jesus would choose to
sit on when he’d proceed to enter
Jerusalem. To be on the safe side,
they spread garments on both
beasts of burden, to make Jesus’ ride
more comfortable.
So at Bethpage Jesus catches up

with his disciples. He says he will
ride on the donkey—a decision that
isn’t just a question of personal
preference.
Riding into Jerusalem on a

young male horse might look like
the martial procession of a soldier.
The donkey, however, has theologi-
cal significance which the Jews,
people well-versed in Scripture, will
easily understand.
On the back of the donkey, Jesus

enters Jerusalem in imitation of
King Solomon, whose own entry
into Jerusalem on the royal mule al-
most a millennium earlier was a

declaration of his kingship (1 Kings
1:32-40). The message is clear: This
man from Galilee, from the House
of David, is claiming a kingship. 
The choice of animals also fulfils

the prophecy of Zechariah: “The
Coming of Zion’s King—See, your
king comes to you, righteous and
victorious, lowly and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a don-
key” (9:9).
To those who observe the scene

and even participate in it, Jesus is
claiming to be the heir of King
David. 
They shout: “Hosanna! Blessed is

he who is coming in the name of
the Lord! Blessed is the coming
kingdom of David our father!
Hosanna in the highest heavens!”
(Mk 11:9-10; Mt 21:9). 
And in honour of he who is

coming in the name of the Lord,
the people are covering the ground
with their cloaks and palm
branches. 
The palm branches have mean-

ing for both the Jews and the Ro-
mans. To the occupiers, it might

look like this Galilean is staging a
victory procession of one who has
already conquered. But to them,
this Galilean from Nazareth is
hardly the first such rouser of the
rabble, nor will he be the last… 

Jesus weeps for Jerusalem
As the procession descends the

Mount of Olives, Jesus stops. He
surveys the city of Jerusalem, with
the Temple dominating the view—
and weeps for its future destruc-
tion.
The scene is recalled at the pres-

ent-day church of Dominus Flevit
(the Lord Wept), which is shaped
like a teardrop. And it is here
where Jesus addresses the Pharisees
who have objected to all the
Hosannas: 
“Yes, a time is coming when

your enemies will raise fortifica-
tions all round you, when they will
encircle you and hem you in on
every side; they will dash you and
the children inside your walls to the
ground; they will leave not one
stone standing on another within
you, because you did not recognise
the moment of your visitation” (Lk
19:43-44).
His listeners don’t know it, but

this is exactly what will happen
when the Romans put down the
Jewish rebellion of 66-70 AD, and
raze the Temple.
Jesus’procession to Jerusalem has

indeed been triumphant. The
crowds see Jesus as the liberator
from the yoke of Roman occupa-
tion, with its violence, excessive
taxations and contempt for their re-
ligion. The promise is freedom.
And surely, a man who can bring

rotting corpses back to life will con-
quer the hated Romans. A man who
demonstrably has Yahweh on his
side, this successor of David him-
self, cannot be defeated.

How will these people react
when it turns out this man, in
whom they have invested such
high hopes, turns out to be subject
to judgment by the Roman procu-
rator who—SPOILER ALERT—will con-
demn him to die in the most
demeaning way possible.
But this lies in the future. For

now, Jesus has entered Jerusalem in
triumph. 
He and the Twelve visit the Tem-

ple, but it’s getting late now, and
they decide to go back to Bethany.

A challenge to the priests
It is now a day later, and the

group is returning to the Temple
where Jesus is about to do some-
thing dramatic.
This is the week of the Passover,

so Jerusalem is packed with pil-
grims, maybe up to 400 000 of
them.
For the moneychangers, men

with a reputation of dishonesty,
this is high season. Their scheme is
to exchange the currency the pil-
grims bring with them into the
Temple’s own currency, the half-
shekel, with which the faithful
must pay the Temple tax.
In short order, Jesus overturns

the tables of the moneychangers
and those of the dove sellers in
what may be a show of calculated
anger, rather than a spontaneous
loss of temper. 
He accuses the traders—and

more importantly, the corrupt,
venal Temple authorities—of hav-
ing turned his Father’s house into a
den of thieves.
With a whip of cords he drives

these traders out and tells them not
to come back.
This is not just a disruption of

commerce. This is a direct challenge
to the authority of the priests,
whom Jesus accuses of corruption
and exploitation, naming widows
as particular victims.
It’s not the first time Jesus has

criticised the religious oligarchs. For
example, Jesus has already con-
demned the exploitative extraction
of qorban, the templar sacrifice de-
manded of people regardless of
their other financial obligations
(Mark 7:6-13).
In John’s Gospel, the overturning

of the tables appears on an earlier
Passover pilgrimage. Some scholars
believe that there were two such in-
stances. Or maybe John’s reference
points to a series of condemnations
of the exploitation committed by
the religious authorities.

Debates in the Temple
Surprisingly, today Jesus is not

arrested, and he will continue to
preach, debate and heal at the Tem-
ple over the next few days. 
But if the authorities were reluc-

tant to pull the trigger before, they
now have decided to eliminate
Jesus—though not just yet...
Over the next days in the Tem-

ple, the priestly classes confront
and challenge Jesus in debate, set-
ting rhetorical traps to elicit incrim-
inating answers. 
They fail to catch him out (see

Mt 21:23 to 24:2, Mk 11:27 to 13:2,
Lk 20:1 to 21:4). In fact, Jesus even
wins over some of his detractors
with his responses.
Perhaps among them is Joseph

of Arimathea, a respected member
of the Sanhedrin, the religious
council.

Many of Jesus’ answers take the
form of parables. And it is the Para-
ble of the Bad Tenants—with it mes-
sage of the new usurping the
old—which the high priest will
hold against Jesus. 
The chief priests saw the acclaim

with which the crowds had greeted
Jesus a few days earlier, and the ex-
citement with which the people
have followed his debates with the
Pharisees and the Sadducees and
the Herodians and the scribes. So
their caution in avoiding the dis-
turbance which arresting the
Nazarene may cause is judicious (cf
Lk 22:2). But make no mistake,
they are already plotting Jesus’
death.
And Judas’ offer to provide in-

criminating evidence will give them
the opportunity to put their plot
into action.
Jesus knows this and tells the dis-

ciples: “It will be Passover, as you
know, in two days’ time, and the
Son of Man will be handed over to
be crucified.”
Next week: The Last Supper and the
betrayal in the Garden.

Jesus takes on the ruling classes
Why was Jesus crucified?
What events led up to
Christ’s Passion? In the
second of five articles on
Jesus’ last days, GÜNTHER
SIMMERMAcHER follows
Our Lord’s entry into
Jerusalem.

christians carry palm branches while walking the traditional path that
Jesus took on his last entry into Jerusalem during the Palm Sunday 
Procession on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. In the background is
the golden Dome of the Rock, where in Jesus’ time the Temple stood.
(Photo: Debbie Hill/cNS)

Pilgrims photograph the Temple Mount through the window of the church of
Dominus Flevit on the Mount of Olives, which marks the place where Jesus
stopped on his entry into Jerusalem to weep for the city’s destruction, which
would happen almost four decades later. (Photo: Günther Simmermacher)

The Temple is recreated in a model of 1st-century Jerusalem at the 
Israel Museum. (Photo: Günther Simmermacher)
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PeRSoNAl
AboRtIoN WARNING:
The truth will convict a
silent church. See www.
valuelifeabortionisevil.co.za
AboRtIoN: Monthly Sun-
day Mass bidding prayer:
“That Almighty God guide
our nation to cease our
murders of our unborn in-
fants.”

HolIDAY
AccoMMoDAtIoN

MARIANellA Guest
House, Simon’s Town:
“come experience the
peace and beauty of God
with us.” Fully equipped,
with amazing sea views.
Secure parking, ideal for
rest and relaxation. Special
rates for pensioners and
clergy. Malcolm Salida 082
784-5675, mjsalida@
gmail.com
KzN SoUtH coASt:
Pumula. Self-catering gar-
den flat. Sleeps 4-5. Fully
equipped, DStv, lockup
garage. close to four good
beaches. R220 pppn, under
12 years free, 12-16 half-
price. call Jenny 039 684-
6475 or 082 964-2110.

PARISH NotIceS
NeW PARISH NotIceS
MoSt WelcoMe: If any
parish notices listed are no
longer valid, call us on 021
465-5007 or e-mail us at
m.leveson@scross.co.za
so that we can remove

them. Also, we’d welcome
new notices from parishes
across Southern Africa to
run free in the classifieds.
cAPe toWN: A Holy Hour
Prayer for Priests is held on
the second Saturday of
every month at the Villa
Maria shrine from 16:00 to
17:00. The shrine is at 1
kloof Nek Road in Tam-
boerskloof. The group
prays for priests in the
archdiocese, and else-
where by request.
Retreat day/quiet prayer
last Saturday of each
month except December, at
Springfield convent in
Wynberg, cape Town.
Hosted by cLc, 10.00-
15.30. contact Jill on 083
282-6763 or Jane on 082
783-0331.
Perpetual Adoration chapel
at Good Shepherd parish, 1
Goede Hoop St, Bothasig,
welcomes all visitors. Open
24 hours a day. Phone 021
558-1412.
Helpers of God’s Precious
Infants. Mass on last Satur-
day of every month at 9:30
at Sacred Heart church in
Somerset Road, cape
Town. Followed by vigil at
abortion clinic. contact co-
lette Thomas on 083 412-
4836 or 021 593 9875 or Br
Daniel ScP on 078 739-
2988. 
DURbAN: Holy Mass and
Novena to St Anthony at St
Anthony’s parish every
Tuesday at 9:00. Holy Mass
and Divine Mercy Devotion

at 17:30 on first Friday of
every month. Sunday Mass
at 9:00. Phone 031309-
3496 or 031 209-2536.
St Anthony’s rosary group.
Every Wednesday at 18:00
at St Anthony’s church op-
posite Greyville racecourse.
All are welcome and lifts
are available. contact keith
chetty on 083 372-9018.
NelSPRUIt: Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament at
St Peter’s parish every
Tuesday from 8:00 to
16:45, followed by Rosary,
Divine Mercy prayers, then
a Mass/communion service
at 17:30.

PRAYeRS

AlMIGHtY GoD, from
whom all thoughts of truth
and peace proceed, kindle
in the hearts of all men the
true love of peace, and
guide with Your pure and
peaceable wisdom those
who make decisions for the
nations of the earth; that in
tranquility Your kingdom
may go forward, till the
earth be filled with the
knowledge of Your love;
through Jesus christ our
Lord. Amen.

This week we congratulate:
March 23: Coadjutor Archbishop Abel Gabuza of Durban on his 65th birthday
March 23: Bishop Hubert Bucher, retired of Bethlehem, on the 43rd anniversary of his episcopal
ordination
March 28: Bishop Jan de Groef M.Afr of Bethlehem on the 11th anniversary of his episcopal ordination

Our bishops’ anniversaries

SOLUTIONS TO 907. ACROSS: 3 Swaddling, 8 Used,
9 Faldstool, 10 Kosher, 11 Tyrol, 14 Roots, 15 Next,
16 Thief, 18 Shem, 20 Arian, 21 Rinse, 24 Truism, 25
Reliquary, 26 Burn, 27 Saturdays. DOWN: 1 Quak-
erism, 2 Pensioner, 4 Wear, 5 Daddy, 6 Lotion, 7
Neon, 9 Feast, 11 Tribe, 12 Leviticus, 13 Atonement,
17 Fairy, 19 Milieu, 22 Sound, 23 Beda, 24 Troy. 

Southern CrossWord solutions

YoUR clASSIFIeDS
Anniversaries • Milestones • Prayers • Accommodation • Holiday accommodation
Personal • Services • Employment • Property • Parish notices • Thanks • Others

Please include payment (R2.00 a word) with small advertisements for promptest publication.

to advertise call
Yolanda timm  on
021 465-5007 or

e-mail
advertising

@scross.co.za

Sunday March 22, 4th Sunday of Lent
1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13, Psalm 23:1-6,
Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41
Monday March 23,
St Turibius of Mongrovejo
Isaiah 65:17-21, Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13,
John 4:43-54
Tuesday March 24
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12, Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9,
John 5:1-16
Wednesday March 25,
Annunciation of the Lord
Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10, Psalm 40:7-11,

Hebrews 10:4-10, Luke 1:26-38
Thursday March 26
Exodus 32:7-14, Psalms 106:19-23,
John5:31-47
Friday March 27
Wisdom 2:1, 12-22, Psalm 34:17-21, 23,
John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday March 28
Jeremiah 11:18-20, Psalm 7:2-3, 9-12,
John 7:40-53
Sunday March 29, 5th Sunday of Lent
Ezekiel 37:12-14, Psalm 130:1-8, Romans
8:8-11, John 11:1-45

Liturgical Calendar
Year A – Weekdays Cycle Year 2

Bones found in church wall
are of a 7th-century saint
BONES discovered in the late

19th century are likely
those of a 7th-century Eng-

lish saint, scientists have an-
nounced.
Carbon dating confirmed

human remains discovered in a
church wall in 1885 are from the
7th century, and almost certainly
the bones of St Eanswythe, one of
the first English saints.
Dr Andrew Richardson of the

Canterbury Archaeological Trust
praised the “locally-based commu-
nity partnership” that had the
bones carbon dated, and called the
discovery “a stunning result of na-
tional importance”. 
The testing of the remains

was led by the Finding Ean-
swythe Project and the Folke-
stone Museum.
If the bones are St Ean-

swythe’s, they would be the only
known surviving remains of the
Kentish royal house, said Dr
Richardson. The kingdom of
Kent existed from the mid-5th
century through to 871 before it
was disestablished. Kent is now a
county in England. 
St Eanswythe was the grand-

daughter of King Ethelbert, the
first Christian king in England,
and the daughter of King Eadbald
of Kent. She was born in approx-
imately 614.
Around the year 630, she

founded a Benedictine priory in
the town of Folkestone, in south-
eastern Kent. She is believed to
have been the abbess of this com-
munity and died early of un-

known causes. Popular devotion
to her grew up quickly and her
life was recorded by the monk
and hagiographer Goscelin of
Canterbury.
Following St Eanswythe’s

death, the convent continued for
some time before closing and the
site collapsed into the sea. In 1138,
her remains were transferred to
the new priory in Folkestone that
was named in her honour. 
In 1535, the priory church was

seized, and all relics destroyed as
part of the Dissolution of Monas-
teries during the Reformation. 
St Eanswythe’s remains were

hidden by monks during the Ref-
ormation period of Catholic per-
secution in England. The bones
were discovered, hidden in a lead
box that was concealed in a
church wall, in June of 1885. 
Dr Richardson admitted that

while he was not 100% certain

the bones were St Eanswythe’s,
he said he considered it on the
same “terms of certainty in com-
paring it to Richard III” and that
“there’s not really any indication
it’s someone else”. 
King Richard III of England, a

Catholic, died in 1485. His re-
mains were discovered in 2012
under a parking lot in Leicester,
and DNA tests later all-but-con-
firmed the identity of the bones. 
A news brief in the New York

Times in 1885 described the dis-
covery of St Eanswythe’s bones.
The paper said workmen had

discovered a cavity and in this “a
broken and corroded leaden cas-
ket, oval shaped, about 18 inches
long and 12 inches broad, the
sides being about 10 inches high”. 
“Within it were human re-

mains, but in such a crumbling
condition that the vicar declined
to allow them to be touched ex-
cept by experts,” the brief said. 
Now that carbon dating has

confirmed that the remains are
from the 7th century, there will
be further DNA and isotope test-
ing to learn more about the life of
the early Christian saint. 
“There is more work to be

done to realise the full potential
of this discovery,” said Dr
Richardson. “But certainly the
project represents a wonderful
conjunction not only of archae-
ology and history, but also of a
continuous living-faith tradition
at Folkestone from the mid-7th
century down to the present
day.”—CNA

The Southern Cross is published independently by the catholic Newspaper & Publishing company ltd. 
Address: 10 Tuin Plein, cape Town  Postal Address: PO Box 2372, cape Town, 8000  tel: (021) 465 5007  Fax: (021) 465 3850

Website: www.scross.co.za Facebook: www.facebook.com/thescross twitter: twitter.com/ScrosszA Instagram: instagram.com/thesoutherncross_ Digital edition: www.digital.scross.co.za
Subscription Rates: Digital R420 pa and Print by Mail R550 pa

editor: Günther Simmermacher (editor@scross.co.za), business Manager: Pamela Davids (admin@scross.co.za), Advisory editor: Michael Shackleton, local News: Erin carelse (e.carelse@scross.co.za)

editorial: claire Allen (c.allen@scross.co.za), Mary Leveson (m.leveson@scross.co.za), Advertising: Yolanda Timm (advertising@scross.co.za), Subscriptions: Michelle Perry (subscriptions@scross.co.za),
Accounts: Desirée chanquin (accounts@scross.co.za), Directors: R Shields (chair), Bishop S Sipuka, S Duval, E Jackson, B Jordan, Sr H Makoro cPS, c Mathieson*, G Stubbs

opinions expressed in this newspaper do not necessarily reflect those of the editor, staff or directors of The Southern Cross.

The Southern Cross is a mem-
ber of the Audit Bureau of Cir-
culations of South Africa.
Printed by Paarl Coldset (Pty)
Ltd, 10 Freedom Way, Milner-
ton. Published by the propri-
etors, The Catholic Newspaper
& Publishing Co Ltd, at the
company’s registered office, 10
Tuin Plein, Cape Town, 8001.

FROM OUR VAULTS
82 Years Ago: March 16, 1938

Nazi annexation of Austria
Following Nazi Germany’s Anschluss, or annex-

ation of Austria, press reports speak of “a grave con-
cern in the Vatican regarding Hitler’s latest coup,
since Austria is essentially and traditionally a
Catholic country”. The Vatican is particularly anx-
ious about the plight of Austrian Catholics in the
light of the Nazis’ treatment of Germany’s Catholic
population. “Catholics can only hope and pray
that the Christian culture of centuries is not to be
destroyed by this juggernaut onslaught of the New
Paganism,” The Southern Cross comments.

Proof of missionaries in China
Excavations in China’s Shantung province un-

earthed a remarkable stone crucifix (pictured on
the front-page), confirming that a flourishing Je-
suit mission existed in the region two or three
centuries ago.

Now clear view of cathedral
After the demolition of Madeira House, the

newly-cleared area opposite Government House in
Cape Town’s parliamentary precinct and adjoin-
ing St Mary’s cathedral is likely to stay open. Thus
the new square provides a new view of the side of
the cathedral which has so far been hidden. How-
ever, the new view of the cathedral has convinced
the administrator that the building is in dire need
of a new coat of paint. (The area is a parking lot
now.)

St Turibius of Mongrovejo Annunciation of the Lord

St Eanswythe, a7th-century
princess and one of England’s
earliest saints. 



WE all fear judgment. We fear being
seen with all that’s inside us,
some of which we don’t want ex-

posed to the light. 
Conversely, we fear being misunder-

stood, of not being seen in the full light, of
not being seen for who we are.
And what we fear most perhaps is final

judgment, the revelation of ourselves. 
Whether we are religious or not, most

of us fear having to one day face this. We
fear standing naked in complete light
where nothing’s hidden and all that’s dark
inside us is brought to light.
What’s curious about these fears is that

we fear both being known for who we are,
even as we fear not being known for who
we really are. We fear judgment, even as we
long for it.
Perhaps that’s because we already intuit

what our final judgement will be and how
it will take place. Perhaps we already intuit
that when we finally stand naked in God’s
light we will also be understood and that
revealing light will not just expose our
shortcomings but also make visible our
virtues.
That intuition is divinely-placed in us

and reflects the reality of our final judg-
ment. When all our secrets are known, our
secret goodness will also be known. Light
exposes everything.
For example, here’s how the renowned

poet and spiritual writer Wendell Berry
foresees the final judgment: 

“I might imagine the dead waking,
dazed into a shadowless light in which
they know themselves altogether for the
first time. It is a light that is merciless until
they accept its mercy; by it, they are at
once condemned and redeemed. 
“It is Hell until it is Heaven. Seeing

themselves in that light, if they are willing,
they see how far they have failed the only
justice of loving one another. 
“And yet, in suffering the light’s awful

clarity, in seeing themselves within it, they
see its forgiveness and its beauty and are
consoled.”

In many ways, this wonderfully capturesit: When, one day, we stand in the full
light of God, stripped naked in soul,
morally defenceless, with everything we
have ever done exposed, that light will, I
suspect, indeed be a bit of hell before it
turns into heaven. 
It will expose all that’s selfish and im-

pure inside us and all the ways we have
hurt others, even as it will expose its oppo-
site, namely, all that’s selfless and pure in-
side us. 
That judgment will bring with it a cer-

tain condemnation even as it brings at the
same time an understanding, forgiveness,
and consolation we have never known be-
fore.
That judgment will be, as Berry sug-

gests, momentarily bitter but ultimately
consoling.

The one nuance I would add to Berry’s
idea is something from Fr Karl Rahner.
Rahner’s fantasy of our judgment by

God after death is very similar to Berry’s,
except that, for Rahner, the agent of that
judgment will not so much be God’s light
as it will be God’s love. 
For Rahner, the idea is not so much that

we will be standing in an unrelenting light,
but rather that we will be embraced by a
love so unconditional, and so gracious,
that, inside it, we will know instantly all
that’s selfish and impure inside us even as
we know all that’s pure and selfless.
St Thérèse of Lisieux used to ask God for

forgiveness with these words: “Punish me
with a kiss!” Judgment day will be exactly
that. We will be “punished” by a kiss, by
being loved so that we are painfully aware
of the sin within us, even as it lets us know
that we are good and loveable.
For Catholics, this notion of judgment

is also, I believe, what we mean by our con-
cept of purgatory. 
Purgatory is not a place where one goes

for a time to purify one’s heart. Our hearts
are purified by being embraced by God,
not by being separated from God for a time
so as to be made worthy of that embrace. 
As well, as St Thérèse of Lisieux implies,

the punishment for our sin is in the em-
brace itself. Final judgment takes place by
being unconditionally embraced by Love. 
When that happens to the extent that

we’re sinful and selfish, that embrace of
pure goodness and love will make us
painfully aware of our own sin and that
will be “hell until it is heaven”.
As a lyric of the 2012 song “Come Heal-

ing” by Leonard Cohen puts it: “Behold
the gates of mercy, in arbitrary space, and
none of us deserving the cruelty or the
grace.” He’s right.
None of us deserves either the cruelty or

the grace we experience in this world. And
only our final judgment, the embrace of
unconditional love, God’s kiss, will make
us aware both of how cruel we’ve been and
how good we really are.

CHURCH CHUCKLE

5th Sunday: March 29
Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14, Psalm 130:1-8,
Romans 8:8-11, John 11:1-45

THISweek we enter into the darker time of
Lent, what used to be called Passiontide;
and suddenly we become aware that it is

all going to end in death. Or is it? For you
would not be reading these words if death were
indeed the end. The readings for next Sunday
do not deny the reality of death (we should do
that at our peril); but they all assert coura-
geously that life is in the end triumphant.
The first reading comes just after Ezekiel’s

vision of the Valley of the Dry Bones (“dem
bones, dem bones, dem dry bones”), a mes-
sage to the exiled People of Israel, convinced
that God had abandoned them, and that the
nation is dead. To counter this, Ezekiel is in-
structed by God to “prophesy and tell them”.
And the message is one about life out of
death: “I am opening your graves; and I am
going to bring you up out of your graves, my
people” (as we read, we should notice the in-
timacy of that phrase “my people”) “and I
shall make you come into the soil of Israel.”
Then they will recognise that God is more

powerful than death, “when I have made you
come up from your graves, my people (that
phrase again)”.
And there is life here: “I shall give you my

spirit upon you—and you will live.” Not only
that, but they will discover that they are in-
deed God’s people: “I, the Lord, have said and

done this.”
The psalm for next Sunday is the well-

known De Profundis, one of Israel’s great pil-
grimage songs, and likewise concerned with
life out of death: “Out of the depths I cried to
you, Lord; Lord hear my prayer.”
We notice that the poet admits to his sin-

fulness, but argues that we are all in the same
boat: “If you observe our iniquities, Lord,
Lord—who will be left standing?” But he
recognises that there is hope here: “For with
you there is forgiveness.”
Then comes a lovely image for our yearning

for life after death, that of the watchman long-
ing for morning: “My soul waits for the Lord,
more than watchman for morning.” Then,
with deft artistry, he repeats that phrase, “more
than watchman for morning”, before he finally
invites Israel to praise the Lord, “because with
the Lord there is steadfast love…and he will re-
deem Israel from all their sins”.
This is indeed life out of death.
The second reading is all about precisely life

out of death, in Paul’s contrast between “flesh”
(humanity as closed to God) and “spirit” (hu-
manity as open to God). It is a matter of having
“the Spirit of God dwelling in you”.
And, he argues, desperate to give the

Roman Christians some grounds for hope: “If

Christ is in you, then the body is dead (be-
cause of sin), but the spirit is life (because of
righteousness).”
And it is all linked with Resurrection: “If

the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from
the dead is dwelling in you, then the One
who raised Jesus from the dead will give live
also you your mortal bodies, because of his
Spirit who dwells in you.”
There is much here for our respectful at-

tention.
The Gospel for next Sunday is the solemn

drama of life out of death, the story of Lazarus
and his sisters.
Now the evangelist tells us that Lazarus

was sick, and that Martha and Mary had sent
for him. Jesus reports to his puzzled disciples
that “this sickness is not for death, but for
God’s glory, in order that the Son of God may
be glorified through it”. 
There is a powerful sense here that Death is

not going to have the victory. Anyway, Jesus
and his baffled disciples set off, even though
Jesus’ own life was lately under threat. When
they arrive, it turns out that Lazarus is indeed
dead; but it was not because of Jesus having de-
layed for two days, since the invalid has been
now four days in the tomb.
Both Martha and Mary, however, reproach

Jesus for not coming sooner: “If you had been
here, my brother would not have died.”
Thereafter, however, the conversations di-
verge: Martha is led to a confession of her be-
lief in the Resurrection, which in turn elicits
from Jesus his powerful self-identification in
terms of life out of death: “I am the Resurrec-
tion and the Life”, and Martha in turn is led
to affirm her faith: “I have come to believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God,
who have come into the world.”
The conversation with Mary is rather dif-

ferent, and it has both her and Jesus in tears.
However, that is not the end of the story, for
at Jesus’ command, Lazarus emerges, still
bound hand and foot, from the tomb; and
with commendable pragmatism Jesus gives
orders to “free him and let him go”. 
That, however, is not quite the end of the

story. For one thing, Lazarus will presumably
in the normal course of events die again. For
another, we learn in the next chapter of the
Gospel that this raising of Lazarus is what de-
termines the authorities on killing Jesus; and,
several chapters down the line, they are going
to succeed. Or are they?

Life triumphs over death

Standing naked before God
Fr Ron 
Rolheiser OMI

Final Reflection

Nicholas King SJ
Sunday Reflections

Southern Crossword #907

Solutions on page 11

IT’S Laetare Sunday in Lent and the two altar boyswatch Father as he prepares to leave the sacristy.
“I like Father’s pink robe,” says the first altar server.
“It’s rose, you fool, not pink,” replies the second.
“And how do you know”? asks Server 1.
“Because,” Server 2 explains, “Jesus rose from the
dead. He didn’t pink from it.”
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ACrOSS
3. She wrapped him in …
clothes (Lk 2) (9)
8. Second hand (4)
9. Bishop’s chair, not his
throne (9)
10. Legitimate food for the
rabbi (6)
11. Alpine region of the Aus-
trian church (5)
14. Up to where the fig tree
was withered (Mk 11) (5)
15. You are, when nearest to
the confessional (4)
16. Burglar (5)
18. British Empire holds a son
of Noah (4)
20. Heretic born under a Zo-
diac sign? (5)
21. Hair tint of the risen (5)
24. An obvious statement (6)
25. Part of a dead saint may be
in it (9)
26. Moses saw that the bush
did not … (Ex 3) (4)
27. Sabbath days of old (9)

DOwN
1. Square Kim turns to reli-
gious practice (9)
2. One in retirement (9)
4. Have a vestment on (4)
5. Your dear father (5)
6. Skin soother (6)
7. Fluorescent light outside the
church (4)
9. Large meal on a saint’s day?
(5)
11. One of twelve in the Old
Testament (5)
12. Biblical book (9)
13. Christ’s act of reconcilia-
tion with God for us (9)
17. Kind of story for children
only (5)
19. Fr Teilhard de Chardin’s
book, “The Divine …” (6)
22. In good condition and au-
dible (5)
23. Seminary for English
speakers in Rome (4)
24. Ancient city of weights and
measures? (4)
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