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…‘Charged polity recipe for anarchy’

T
he leader of the Oodua People’s 
Congress (OPC), Gani Adams, 
was on Saturday, 13th January 
2018 installed as the 15th Aare 
Ona Kakanfo of Yoruba land by 

the Alaafin of Oyo, Oba Lamidi Adeyemi 
at the Durban Stadium in the ancient city 
of Oyo.

The ceremony was well attended by 
numerous sons and daughters of Yoruba-
land in and around the country.

We knew Gani 
Adams would 
be great when 
he was young - 
Family, childhood 
friends

See story on page  19

‘There will be 
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country unless 
Christians and 
Muslims unite in 
prayer’
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I
t was on Tuesday that a 
dear friend of mine, a public 
health optometrist at the 
Federal Teaching Hospital, 
Abakaliki, drew my atten-

tion to the resurgence of Lassa 
fever in Ebonyi State.

“We need to start a massive 
online campaign to draw the at-
tention of government and our 
relevant health authorities to do 
more to tackle this Lassa fever 
outbreak head on. Yesterday it 
was Ondo and Bauchi, today it 
is Ebonyi, tomorrow can be your 
home state or village,” he wrote 
in a WhatsApp message.

“We lost two doctors and a 
nurse to Lassa fever. A patient 
came with the infection. The 
patient gone too. A social worker 
also died today to the highly 
contagious viral disease. Many 
at risk.

Pleas e go on s o cial  me-
dia and let’s start a hashtag 
#EndTheLassaFeverScourge. 
Let your friends update their 
Facebook posts with the hashtag 
#EndTheLassaFeverScourge. Let 
the world hear,” he said.

The report is that the Federal 
Teaching Hospital, Abakaliki on 
Sunday lost two doctors – Abel 
and Felix – to Lassa fever. At that 
point, two nurses and a house 
officer were in critical condition 
and the two nurses were taken 
to the virology centre in Irrua, 
Edo State, because the one in 
Abakaliki was not functional.

On Tuesday, members of the 
state chapter of the Nigeria Med-
ical Association (NMA) protested 
along the major streets of Abaka-
liki over the non-functionality of 
the virology centre in the state 
which, according to them, led 
to the death of their colleagues. 
The state NMA in a communiqué 
urged the Federal Government to 
promptly equip and activate to 
an optimal functioning capacity 
the virology centre to serve Lassa 
fever patients in the state. It was 
in fact to curb this health hazard, 
which has become recurrent 
in the state, that the Governor 
David Umahi government built 
and equipped the N350 million 
virology centre and handed it 
over to the Federal Government 
through the Federal Teaching 
Hospital, Abakaliki in 2016.

“Since the facility was built 
by the Ebonyi State govern-
ment and designated a virology 
centre, despite no functionality, 
there has been increased referral 
cases from neighbouring states 
like Cross River, Benue, Enugu, 
Imo, Abia, hence increasing the 
risk of the staff of FETHA and 
surrounding communities as 
diagnosis can still not be made 
in the said virology centre,” the 
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The Lassa fever resurgence

communiqué said.
“The Federal Government 

should live up to its promises 
through the Hon. Minister of 
Health, Prof Isaac Adewole, 
on the 5th of September 2016, 
to make the virology centre in 
Abakaliki a National Referral 
Centre by making it functional,” 
it further said.

As at Thursday, four people 
had died from Lassa fever in 
Ebonyi State, with a total of 
nine confirmed cases. There 
were three cases at critical stage 
of treatment, out of which two 
were a mother and child, while 
over 139 persons had been placed 
under surveillance, according 
to Daniel Umezurike, the state 
Commissioner for Health, who 
also said the fever had spread 
to some other states of the fed-
eration, including Edo and Nas-
sarawa.

John Eke, the state Commis-
sioner for Education, also an-
nounced in a statement that all 
educational institutions in the 
state would be shut down till 
Friday, January 26, 2018 in order 
to properly arrest the spread of 
Lassa fever in the state. The wife 
of the governor, Rachel Umahi, 
had to cancel her state function 
scheduled to take place in Afikpo 
South Local Government Area of 
the state for fear of the dreaded 
disease, according to reports.

It is indeed sad that lives have 
yet again been lost to Lassa fever 
in Nigeria. It is sadder that every 
bit of the story above is all too 
familiar. Lassa fever outbreak 
has now become an almost 
yearly ritual, and when it does 
come, the government and the 
health ministry follows the 

same pattern and goes through 
the same motions: set up com-
mittees, issue communiqués and 
warnings, pledge to do this and 
that. And once that bout is over, 
everyone goes to sleep – until the 
next round of outbreak and the 
helter-skelter movement begins 
all over.

By this time in 2016, the coun-
try was also running helter-
skelter to curtail the spread of 
the virus, which resurged in the 
country in November 2015 with a 
reported case in Bauchi, followed 
by cases reported in Kano and 
Niger States. The efforts included 
raising a four-man expert com-
mittee to embark on a fact-find-
ing mission to Kano, Niger and 
Bauchi, the three most endemic 
states, with a view to assessing the 
situation, documenting response 
experiences, identifying gaps and 
proffering recommendations on 
how to prevent future occur-
rences; immediate release of ad-
equate quantities of ribavirin, the 
specific antiviral drug for Lassa 
fever, to all the affected states for 
prompt and adequate treatment 
of cases; deployment of rapid re-
sponse teams from the Ministry 
of Health to all the affected states 
to assist in investigating and veri-
fying the cases as well as tracing 
of contacts; intense awareness 
creation on the signs and symp-
toms as well as preventive mea-
sure; and a planned establishment 
of an inter-ministerial committee 
to deliver a final blow on Lassa 
fever and other related diseases 
in the long term.

On their part, individual 
Nigerians, among several other 
measures, declared a total war 
on rats, leading to a spike in 

the prices of rat poisons in the 
market. A type of rat, multi-
mammate mic e (Mastomys 
natalensis),  easily the most 
common type of rat in West, 
Central, and East Africa and 
ubiquitous in human house-
holds, is the reservoir, or host, 
of Lassa virus which causes 
Lassa hemorrhagic fever (LHF).

In Lagos, the Environmental 
Health Officers Association of 
Nigeria (EHOAN) announced 
that it had destroyed no fewer 
than 4,400 rats in six major mar-
kets in the state under its de-rat 
market programme as part of 
efforts to curb the spread of Lassa 
fever in the state.

Despite these efforts, how-
ever, the disease had by the end 
of January 2016 spread to 20 
states, including Abuja and La-
gos, and had claimed at least 76 
lives, with over 200 cases under 
quarantine and observation.

Just last Tuesday in Ebonyi, 
the protesting members of the 
state NMA said over 40 health 
workers in the state had lost 
their lives to Lassa fever be-
tween 2005 and 2018, in addition 
to uncountable others residents.

What is most saddening in all 
of this is how an ailment which 
was first discovered in the coun-
try in 1969 following the death 
of two missionary nurses, and 
which has resurfaced virtually 
every year since then, could still 
resurge and kill people with 
such an amazing speed despite 
advancement in medicine. It all 
goes to demonstrate how negli-
gent the government has been.

In the current outbreak in 
Ebonyi, it could be deduced from 
what the medical doctors in the 
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state are saying that the deaths 
could have been avoided if only 
the virology centre at the Federal 
Teaching Hospital were func-
tional. And whose responsibility 
is it to make the virology centre 
functional?

This is not the time to play 
the blame game, but govern-
ments at all levels must be told 
point-blank that it is time to up 
their game in the area of disease 
prevention and control. While 
the governments do their part, 
individuals must continue to 
observe good personal hygiene, 
including hand washing with 
soap and running water regu-
larly; dispose their waste prop-
erly and clean the environment 
so that rats are not attracted; 
improve on their food hygiene 
and food protection practices; 
avoid contact with rodents as 
well as food contaminated with 
rat’s secretions and excretions; 
avoid drying food in the open 
and along roadsides; cover all 
foods to prevent rodent contami-
nation, among other preventive 
measures.

As Philip Anukwam, director, 
De-Lord’s Medical Laboratories, 
Satellite Town, Lagos, admonish-
es, “Nigerians should maintain 
the same high level of hygiene 
they imbibed during the Ebola 
outbreak. Contagious diseases 
break out from time to time, so 
you don’t have to practice good 
hygiene today and discard it 
tomorrow. It should be an ongo-
ing thing. Nigerians should make 
personal hygiene a habit.”

May the souls of the departed 
find eternal rest, and may we not 
tell a similar story by this time 
next year.
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President Muhammadu Buhari (l) receiving Letter of Credence from Maria Saranto, the Greece Ambassador to 
Nigeria, at the Presidential Villa in Abuja 

John-Pedro Irokansi, Clerk of the Abia State House of Assembly, (l), addressing a rally by the organised Labour and 
Civil Society Organisations in the state, which came to solicit the legislators’ support for constitutional amendment 
in favour of Local Government autonomy at the Assembly Complex in Umuahia,with them is Uchenna Igwe,  
leader of the group and chairman of the Abia chapter of the Nigeria Labour Congress (r).

L-R:  Chidozie Bede-Nwokoye, marketing manager, GOtv; Ibilola Akinla, head, verifications, Alexander Forbes 
Consulting; Jennifer Ukoh, public relations manager, GOtv, and Seun Atte, senior admin officer, National Lottery 
Regulatory Commission, after the completion of week 7 draw of the GOtv CHOP LIFE PROMO today, Thursday 
18th of January, 2018. 

Innocent Idibia, Nigerian Singer, (2 Face); I-G Ibrahim Idris, and Samson Davies, 2 Face Manager, during the 
visit of the singer to the I-G in Abuja

L-R: Ghali-Garaku, conflict mediator; Adewale Ajadi, country director, Synergos Nigeria, and James Ker, programme 
manager, Benue State Agricultural and Rural Development Authority, during a Round-table discussion on ways 
to resolve the Benue crisis between famers and herdsmen in Abuja Patriot Ayuba T. Hammed, Edo State Commandant, Peace Corps of Nigeria (PCN) presenting a souvenir to 

Yakubu Gowon, representing governor, Edo State and special adviser to the governor on special duties, (r), during 
a courtesy visit by the PCN to the Governor, at the Government House in Benin City.

Bayo Onanuga, managing director of News Agency of Nigeria (NAN), (r), presenting copies of Nigeria Magazine 
published by NAN to Prof. Oluwatoyin vice chancellor, University of Lagos (UNILAG), during his visit to Headquarters 
NAN in Abuja.

L-R: Oladimeji Hassan, chairman, FCT  NYSC Governing Board; Justice Kelechi Ogbonanya, representing of 
chief Judge, FCT, and Mohammed Uba,  representing of commander, Headquarters Garrison, during Swearing-
in ceremony of the 2017 Batch ‘B’ Stream II Corps Members at the NYSC Orientation Camp, Kubwa in Abuja.



A 
good number of prominent 
Nigerians have raised the 
alarm that the growing 
feeling of discontent, anger 
and despondency among 

the citizenry occasioned by dashed hopes 
and unfulfilled expectations is creating a 
fertile ground for anarchy.

Many Nigerians have been express-
ing disappointment that the El-dorado 
promised by the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) during the electioneering 
campaign in 2015 has not and may never 
come to be. They are also disillusioned 
that instead of making conscious efforts to 
unite all Nigerians, President Muhammadu 
Buhari has continued to stoke the embers 
of primordial sentiments by acting as if he 
was elected president of only a section of 
Nigeria, leaving the country more divided 
than ever.

Angry Nigerians cite President Buhari’s 
slow approach to tackling serious issues of 
governance, his lopsided appointments, 
a matter that has generated controversy 
since the president made his first major po-
litical appointments in 2015, the slowness 
in handling of the Fulani herdsmen issue, 
the too much noise and no action on the 
anti-corruption fight, the poor handling of 
the economy that led to mass loss of jobs, 
among numerous other contentious issues.

An aggregation of these discontents, 
prominent Nigerians who spoke with 
BDSUNDAY said, has set the polity on edge 
and signposts the uncertainties that may 
play out in the 2019 elections.

The situation, according to them, ap-
pears so bad that people, even those who 
massively voted the government into 
power in 2015, now openly speak out and 
lambast government without fear of arrest 
or intimidation by government agencies.

The touted second term ambition of 
President Buhari, it was gathered, may 
have also aggravated the anger of many Ni-
gerians who believe that given his abysmal 
performance so far, the president should 
have no business seeking re-election.

“It is said that one does not need a mirror 
to see one’s wristwatch. The sad condition 
of Nigeria is glaring to even the blind, so 
to speak. It has never been so bad since 
the return of the country to civil rule in 
1999. It is not about party, it is about style 
of governance chosen by the current 
administration, which I think is very un-
fortunate,” said Bayo Oriade, a Lagos-based 
system analyst.

“The situation is so bad now that people 
are no longer afraid to air their views 
despite the so-called ban on hate speech. 
All over the social media, people post all 

manner of things; people compose songs 
to abuse the government and even some 
make videos calling the leaders all man-
ner of unprintable names. Today, the way 
people verbalise their frustration, it con-
veys an attitude of ‘he who is down fears no 
fall’. Many Nigerians are down already and 
so no longer fear anything government or 
its agencies can do to them,” he said.

Emeka Anyaoku, a former secretary-
general of the Commonwealth, said recent-
ly that Nigeria is now “more divided than 
it had ever been”, regretting that wrong 
socio-economic and political choices have 
created a cache of internal problems and 
impeded Nigeria’s foreign relations, forcing 
it to lose influence in blocs like the African 
Union (AU) and the Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS).

“I believe quite strongly that the current 
state of affairs in our country should be a 
cause for serious concern, in view of the 
security situation in Benue, Taraba and 
the rest of the country,” Anyaoku said in 
an interview with The Guardian.

“Look at what is happening in the North 
East. Look at what is happening in Kaduna 
in terms of kidnapping and in virtually 
all parts of the country.... Look at the state 
of agitations and militancy, whether it’s 
the IPOB people wanting Biafra, or the 
Oduduwa Republic being mooted, or the 
Niger Delta Republic,” he said.

He decried the poor state of the coun-
try’s roads, education, health and power 
sectors, and the fact that “many civil 
servants have not been paid salaries for 

ment and insecurity, you will know that 
these can lead to war.

“If you look at what led to the civil 
war, it wasn’t as fierce as what we have 
now. Again, if you look at the things that 
were responsible for military take-over of 
government in Nigeria in those days, they 
were as serious as what is happening now. 
Maybe the military has been cowed, added 
to the fact that the military rule is no longer 
tolerated anywhere by the international 
community.”

Shehu Sani, chairman, Senate Commit-
tee on Local and Foreign Debts, lent his 
voice to the growing feeling of disappoint-
ment with government and took a swipe 
at the panel investigating the Fulani herds-
men’s killings across the country.

Sani, senator representing Kaduna 
Senatorial District, urged President Bu-
hari’s administration to stop protecting 
Fulani herdsmen, saying their murderous 
attacks on farmers in various parts of the 
country have eroded the integrity of the 
government.

“The mass murder in Southern Kaduna, 
Taraba, Benue, Numan and other affected 
places are unpardonable and despicable 
crime. These killings and bloodletting 
threaten the peace, stability and unity of 
our country,” Sani said.

He urged political leaders to urgently 
confront the herdsmen, adding that repeat-
ed condolences will not end the bloodshed. 

“Every attack erodes the credibility and 
integrity of the present administration and 
every drop of blood stains the conscience 

some months”.
Anyaoku, who has consistently sup-

ported the call for restructuring and true 
federalism, said that based on emerging 
trends, an eight-region structure that in-
cludes the Mid-West (Edo-Delta States) and 
the Middle Belt was not only a near-perfect 
political solution to ongoing agitations and 
cries of ethnic marginalisation but also an 
answer to Nigeria’s development questions 
of the 21st century.

He blamed “the main cause of these 
troubles” on “the governance architecture 
we have”.

“We have a federation in name only. 
But in reality, it is a unitary government. 
And this country, given its multi-ethnic, 
multi-religious and multi-cultural char-
acter, cannot survive as a unitary state,” 
he said, adding that it was important to 
give the sections a sense of ownership and 
participation.

Describing the state of the nation as 
tense and provoking, Leonard Umunna, 
bishop of Bible Life Church, in an interview 
with our correspondent, said that “Nigeria 
is pushing towards war in different direc-
tions”.

Listing instances of ways government is 
courting war in the country, Umunna said, 
“If you look at the case of Benue killings, it 
is enough to lead to war. If you look at the 
lopsided appointments and what people 
are saying, that it appears that some parts of 
the country are totally marginalised; if you 
take into cognizance the level of poverty 
in the land, deprivation, youth unemploy-
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Discontent, anger grow on back 
of unfulfilled    dpromises, crises
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his government to speedily address the 
challenges inherited from the previous 
administration.

“It is subjective to say there is a 
growing resentment against the presi-
dent. You will recall that in 2015 there 
was high expectation arising from the 
abysmal failure of PDP-led government 
in the hand of Dr. Goodluck Jonathan. 
That created a vacuum that needed 
to be filled and it was expected that 
Buhari would speedily address those 
challenges. That alone meant that the 
expectation was not just high, Nigeri-
ans were desperate to see it fulfilled in-
stantaneously. The general disposition 
is that he has goodwill. That goodwill 
needed to be matched with actions and 
quickly. But he started dissipating the 
goodwill when he didn’t respond as 
speedily as the Nigerian people needed.

“The second important element is 
security. The welfare of the people and 
security of lives are primary purpose of 
the government. The jobs are not trickling 
in as they claimed. Security wise, as they 
are plugging the holes in the North-east, 
the bubble are bursting almost simulta-
neously in other parts of the country. 
People are getting killed daily, allegedly 
by herdsmen and we are all romanticiz-
ing, without putting in actions in terms 
of deterrent and punishment for those 
perceived to have done that,” he said.

He urged the President to sit up and 
assert himself.

“People voted for Buhari because 
they saw integrity, they saw a strength 
of character, they saw determination to 
at least fix the collapsed structure and 
saw raw determination drawn from his 
antecedent to right the wrongs.

“But when all these are not happening; 
jobs are lost in droves, lives are becoming 
short, brutish and  nasty, which precisely 
is what cost Jonathan his presidency aris-
ing from the incidence of Boko Haram, 
apart from his very weak position on cor-
ruption, people will begin to reconsider 
their options,” he said.

A commentator, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said the feeling of 
discontent was not a question of the most 
things going to the North but about the 
most things going to the Fulani of the 
North. 

“Aside from that, the average Nigerian 
is suffering more than he had suffered be-
fore. There is so much anguish in the land 
and the President doesn’t seem to bother 
about it. There have been suggestion ev-
erywhere on how things can get better 
but he doesn’t seem to care. Killings in 
Nigeria now can only be likened to what 
is happening in Rwanda. It is insulting 
and provocative to hear that he is going 
for a second term,” he said.

On social media, there have been calls 
by different groups on Nigerians to go get 
their permanent voter cards (PVCs) and 
get ready to speak with their votes in the 
forthcoming 2019 general elections.

Oby Ezekwesili, a former minister of 
education, who believes Nigeria needs a 
drastic shift in its perception of what its 
political responsibilities are, has popu-
larized the Office of the Citizen, urging 
citizens, irrespective of socio-political 
leanings, to act by getting their PVCs and 
giving #RedCardtoAPCandPDP.

In a series of threads (stringed posts), 
Ezekwesili said Nigerians groaned in 2015 
and made a decision. The same is happen-
ing now and will reflect in 2019 and this is 
because of a failure in leadership.

“What should a people do to leaders 
that only make them groan? Serve them a 
#RedCardToAPCAndPDP!!!” she tweeted.

“Do you know that Citizens are sup-
posed to be powerful in a democracy? 
Yes! We hire those who lead us by vot-
ing for them. Our Citizens’ Movement @
RedCardMng will be offering Nigerian 
Citizens the tools to use in deciding the 
quality of leaders they will elect.”

Ezekwesili said it was necessary for 
citizens to carry out their responsibilities 
effectively by using Citizenship Leader-
ship Appraisal Tool to rank governors, 
lawmakers in their respective states as 

well as Abuja and the president to see if 
they passed – the leaders will be scored 
on character, competence and capacity.

“In a democracy, active citizens do not 
look on like mumus and leave political 
parties to present them bad candidates 
to vote for.

“Parties outside of APC & PDP should 
get ready to have their candidates face 
citizens before the elections in nationwide 
#CredibleLeadersScreening sessions for 
all offices in the 2019 elections. We the 
#OfficeOfTheCitizen will use our #Lead-
ershipPreQualificationTool to screen.

“Some are saying, ‘leave those #Red-
Card people to be dreaming. What do 
they know about politics? What structure 
do they have, How about the people in 
the north?’ We @RedCardMng respond: 
Nothing can stop an idea whose time has 
come. Then we think, work and walk!” 
she tweeted.

While the Red Card Movement has 
received some flaks, it is also gaining mass 
followership (with almost 3,000 followers 
in less than a month). In many quarters, 
more attention is being paid to citizens 
obtaining and also exercising their voting 
rights with the use of their PVCs.

Leaders in some places of worship have 
made obtaining a PVC mandatory to the 
point where a member can be disallowed 
into the fellowship until they get one. A 
particular individual even took to a social 
media to inform that his place of worship 
has made arrangements for a bus shuttle 
to convey members to obtain their PVCs 
every Wednesday.

Indeed, it is no longer business as usual 
as many citizens are becoming awake to 
their responsibility and to the fact that 
they can actually make a difference be-
cause their votes count.

“We @RedCardMng shall mobilise 
citizens nationwide to use our tools and 
become deciders of the quality of leaders 
that will govern them well. That’ll bring 
peace, prosperity and progress to Nigeria 
and every one of us. No more choosing the 
‘Better of 2 evils’,” Ezekwesili admonished.
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of all men in the position of power. Enough 
blood has been spilled by herdsmen to 
stain the Rivers of Niger and Benue. Mr 
President, there are vultures flying over 
the heads, the villages and communities 
of our people,” he stated.

The senator argued that no government 
policy or programme is more important 
than human lives and urged the govern-
ment to stop protecting, pampering, pay-
ing, politicizing and prevaricating on the 
herdsmen.

“This is not the time for diplomacy 
and courtesy. This is the time to provide 
leadership for a nation that is in a national 
emergency and national distrust. There is 
something that I like with the presidency. 
When it comes to the issue of directing at-
tacks to the National Assembly, they do not 
in any way curtail, reduce or suppress any 
of the missiles. But when it comes to our 
turn to point the finger where the problem 
is, you will see some form of cowardice, es-
capism and people who try to water-down 
issues,” he said.

Sani noted that things are not going 
right in the country and Nigeria is failing.

“People are dying in their thousands, 
kidnappings, bloodshed in their thousands 
from Zamfara to Kaduna to Taraba to 
Benue to Plateau to Nasarawa State. We 
are all here shifting blames and trying to 
evade the truth. We can’t solve this prob-
lem. Nigerian political class and politicians 
are more interested in the 2019 general 
election than the lives of our people.

“We have reached a point that people 
have lost hope in the government. We are 
here trying to massage egos; we do not 
want to confront the President because 
people want to come back to the 9th 
Senate. They do not want to lose their 
tickets while people are being killed in 
this country,” he said.

Malachy Ugwumadu, a legal practitio-
ner, however, contended that the claim of 
growing resentment against the president 
was subjective.

He attributed the dwindling popular-
ity of the president to the inability of 
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My administration’s next policy direction 
will be based on 5 pillars – Ajimobi

A
fter achieving 
peace and security, 
Governor Abiola 
Ajimobi said that 

the next policy direction of 
his administration would be 
anchored on five pillars of 
technology-driven educa-
tion, industrialisation, health, 
integrated agriculture as 
well as entertainment and 
tourism.

According to Ajimobi, 
“these are indices of sustain-
able development, which is 
the pathway to the future. 
This is what we want for 
Oyo State. We want to make 
the state a hub of industri-

participate in the recently-
launched state health insur-
ance scheme, which attracts 
free medical service on pay-
ment of N650 per month.

He advised the workers 
to see themselves as part of 
the government in its quest 
for repositioning the state 
and to remain committed to 
their jobs, as partners to his 
administration.

The governor said: “In 
my interaction with civil 
servants, I discovered many 
of them with latent poten-
tials, while a good number 
of them are also intellectu-
ally sound. I have, therefore, 
decided to harness this po-
tential to bring out the very 
best from our civil servants.

“But I want to advise you 
that in the discharge of your 
duties, you must have eyes 
for perfection. I want to leave 
behind better, well moti-
vated and efficient civil ser-
vants who can march their 
counterparts anywhere in 
Nigeria.”

He said that the era of 
mass promotion in the state 
civil service, which encour-
ages ‘indolence and inef-
ficiency’ has gone for good.

Henceforth, he said that 
promotion in the state civil 
service would be based on 
competence, hard work, 
efficiency and a service-ori-
ented public service.

alisation and we have started 
pursuing that goal with the 
creation of free trade zone 
and an industrial park.” The 
governor spoke at the 2018 
edition of annual New Year 
interfaith service, held at the 
Governor’s Office Car Park, 
Ibadan. 

The governor, who is 
known to have positively 
influenced the dress sense of 
the civil servants in the state, 
also announced a donation of 
N250,000 to a civil servant 
who he adjudged as the best 
dressed at the occasion.

Ajimobi also said that 
with effect from January 
2018 civil servants in the 
state would be made to 

Maintenance: Oyo declares Operation 
Zero tolerance for potholes

T
o maximise the dry 
season, Oyo State 
Government has de-
clared Zero tolerance 

for potholes across the state. 
The move is to main-

tain its roads not minding 
whether it is trunk A, B or 
C. The trunk A roads are 
Federal roads, Trunk B are 
state roads, while Trunk C 
are local roads.

The Special Adviser to 
Governor Abiola Ajimobi 
on Infrastructure, Gbenga 
Akintola who made the dis-
closure during a media brief-
ing in Ibadan stated that the 
State Public Works depart-
ment is carrying out routine 
maintenance on Command-
Apata-Odo Ona-Dugbe-Mo-
kola-Sango-UI-Ojoo-Moniya 
Road networks.        

Akintola, who was ac-
companied by the State Com-
missioner for Information, 
Culture and Tourism Toye 
Arulogun, said that other 
road networks undergo-
ing maintenance include 
Molete-OkeAdo-OkeBola-
Dugbe-Ekotedo Queen Cin-
ema, Mokola-UCH-Gate with 
spur to parliament road, Sec-
retariat-UI with spur to Gov-
ernment House, Customs,  
Awolowo, Osuntokun, Mary 
hill and Challenge -Molete-
Beere-Oje-Gate Roads.

The Special Adviser 
said that the department 
has completed the routine 
maintenance of Asphaltic 
Improvement of Beere-
Oranyan-Orita Aperin road; 

Ajimobi said: “As we have 
started doing, highfliers and 
those who make a meaning-
ful and significant contribu-
tion to the development of 
Oyo State will be identified 
and adequately rewarded.

“By so doing, we will un-
lock the potential within 
the system. In this wise, the 
present appraisal system in 
the public service will be 
reviewed. Some innovations 
will be introduced to make 
an assessment of the per-
formance of workers more 
objective and quantifiable.

“We have jettisoned mass 
promotion, which encourag-
es indolence and inefficiency. 
Henceforth, only those who 
deserve to be promoted, and 
have been found worthy in 
efficiency and competence, 
will be promoted.”

At the event, awards and 
cash rewards were given to 
different categories of civil 
servants who distinguished 
themselves in their various 
ministries, departments and 
agencies in 2017.

The outgoing Head of 
Service,  Soji Eniade, who the 
governor described in super-
lative adjectives, was also of-
fered a political appointment 
as an Executive Assistant to 
the governor, for what he 
called his exceptional perfor-
mance, intelligence, diligence 
and efficiency.

A 
chieftain of All 
P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress in Abia 
State, Chibuike 

Ukauwa has endorsed Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
for second term in office 
come 2019 but however 
called on the APC-led Fed-
eral Government to map out 
measures to end the ethnic 
clashes which he opined 
may mar the political for-
tune of the party come 2019 
elections. Ukauwa who 
spoke to select journalists 
in his Umuahia residence, 
noted that Buhari had per-
formed well within two and 
half years  since assumption 
of office, but called on him 
not to allow his good works 
be jeopardised by the herds-
men and farmers clashes 
but rather a lasting solution 

UDokA AGWU, Umuahia

to the problem.
He noted that if the 

herdsmen/ farmers clashes 

were not resolved, it might 
throw the nation into un-
avoidable crisis which might 

spell doom to the country.
His words: “You can see 

the achievements of Presi-
dent Buhari ranging from 
anti corruption war, econo-
my, security, infrastructure 
and education. Nigeria has 
made remarkable progress 
under Buhari’s government”.

“But my worry is the 
gruesome murder of people 
by suspected Fulani herds-
men. Last year, there were 
herdsmen/farmers clashes 
in Ozuitem in Abia State 
and also in Nimbo Engus 
State where hundreds of 
souls were murdered. Now 
is Benue State where about 
73 persons were killed by 
suspected Fulani herdsmen. 
I think the development 
is not healthy to the APC-
led government consider-
ing the second term bid 
of President Buhari. Mr. 
President must map out 
ways to curtail and end the 
herdsmen/farmers clashes,” 

Ukauwa said.
On whether Nigerian 

president of Igbo extrac-
tion could be actualised 
under APC after Buhari’s 
second term bid, Ukauwa 
explained that the only 
alternative for Ndigbo was 
to support APC government 
to enable Igbo man become 
president come 2023.

He said that it would 
be disadvantageous y to 
Ndigbo if they do not sup-
port Buhari for second term 
in office, reiterating that 
Igbo agenda is achievable 
under APC.

“It will be a disadvan-
tage to us for the Igbos 
not to support Buhari for 
second term because after 
Mr. President must have 
completed his second term, 
Igbo man will emerge as 
Nigeria president in 2023. 
APC is the only alternative 
and solution to marginal-
ization of South- East zone. 

Abia APC chieftain urges Buhari to checkmate 
herdsmen’s excesses to avoid party’s downfall

Ukauwa

So, all Igbo sons and daugh-
ters should give President 
Buhari maximum support 
to enable him bring the 
needed good governance 
in the country”.

On the current state of 
Abia, the APC chieftain 
decried the developmental 
backwardness of the state, 
calling on Abians to support 
APC to bring democracy 
dividends to the doorsteps 
of all Abians.

“I’m worried over the 
current state of our dear 
state, Abia. There is lot of 
infrastructural decay which 
needs urgent attention. 
There is youth unemploy-
ment. No functional indus-
tries that could engage the 
youths. All the whole sys-
tem in Abia has collapsed. 
So, I’m urging Abians to sup-
port APC because that is the 
only alternative the desired 
change can be enthroned in 
the state,” he said.

Asphaltic Rehabilitation of 
Ogbomoso High School – Bap-
tist High School Road (Phase I); 
Reconstruction of failed exist-
ing double 3m x 3m x 11m 
Box culvert on Akoko stream 
along Ilero-Iganna Road and 
Provision of informatory 
Traffic Signs around the State 
High Court at Ring Road and 
Iyaganku, Ibadan.

Others are Asphaltic Re-
habilitation of Oroki - Em-
manuel Alayande College 
of Education, Oyo (Phase I); 
Asphaltic Rehabilitation and 
underpinning of eroded con-
crete base of existing culvert 
outlet near Heritage Bank 
Iyana Church and Oyeni-
yan B/Stop along Iwo Road, 
Olodo Road; Asphaltic reha-
bilitation of Ariyo Box culvert 
Approaches, Olorunsogo/
Akanran road, Ibadan and 
Asphaltic Rehabilitation of Idi 
Arere-Popo Yemoja-Oke Ado 
with spur to Bode Market. 

The completed road net-
works also included Asphal-
tic Improvement of Iyaganku 
- N.T.C Road; Asphaltic Im-
provement of Eleta - Odinjo-
Muslim Overhead Bridge; 
Repair/Reinstatement of 
vandalised Steel Barricade 
under Mokola Flyover at 
Mokola, Ibadan; Asphaltic 
Construction of Ologuneru 
Junction – Abanla – Alafara 
Junction and Asphaltic Re-
habilitation of Oje Ibadan - 
Mobil, Yemetu Junction with 
spur to Adeoyo Hospital, 
Yemetu Road, among others

           According to him, we 
are very strategic about our 
work and we have injected 
feedback mechanisms. Ajimobi
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Oyedepo

Kwara PDP boss says no more 
factions in the party

A
kogun Iyiola 
O y e d e p o , 
chairman of 
People’s Dem-
ocratic Party 

(PDP) in Kwara State, has 
said that there were no 
more factions among mem-
bers of the party in the 
state.

Oyedepo, who made this 
known in Ilorin while ad-
dressing critical stakehold-
ers’ Unity peace meeting, 
said: “The meaning of this 
Unity Peace meeting is to 
bring together under our 
thick and expansive um-
brella, erstwhile combat-
ants in PDP, Kwara State.

“With this meeting to-
day, there should be no 
protection of factional in-
terests again. PDP Kwara 
State Chapter becomes one 
today and we should strive 
to pursue and protect com-
mon agenda.

According to Oyedepo, 
the assignment before his 
Executive members was 
too great for them to man-
age, hence the clarion call 
to everybody.

“The present darkness 
in Kwara State should lead 
to luminous light that will 
obliterate the embarrass-
ment that the present po-
litical leadership in this 
State represents. I know 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

that this assignment is too 
great to be managed by a 
leader of a party that pro-
motes factional interests,” 
Oyedepo said.

He added that, party 
members, either in his camp 
or Prince Abiodun Fagbe-
mi’s camp were not enough 
for the great assignments 
before the party.

“We therefore, need to 
hunt for talents within and 
outside the party or even 
within and outside the state 

or within and outside the 
country to do this work of 
liberation of our people,” 
he noted.

He further said members 
of the party have a lot of 
work to do to emerge vic-
torious at the polls in 2019, 
adding that all hands must 
be on deck to achieve the 
party’s objectives.

Oyedepo assured mem-
bers of the party that his 
executive members will run 
an inclusive administration.

“We shall hunt for tal-
ents that will operate in 
our various committees 
and we shall operate retail 
politics by having polling 
units’ officials. There will 
be absolute accountability 
and annual membership 
subscriptions in accordance 
with our constitution will 
be enforced,” he said.

The chairman, however, 
informed that the party will 
enforce zoning policy on all 
elective offices.

“No member of this Ex-
ecutive will be allowed to be 
canvassers or promoters of 
aspirants, especially the gu-
bernatorial aspirants. What 
we failed to do in 2015 that 
made us fail should not be 
permitted this time around,” 
Oyedepo added.

The chairman there-
fore, appealed to all PDP 
members and leaders to 
put the crisis behind them 
in the interest of the party 
and the entire people of the 
state that were yearning for 
a new lease of life.

“We have fought and 
winners have emerged and 
have been given the docu-
ment of authority to pilot 
the affairs of the party for 
four years. Let us put be-
hind us the disputations of 
the past as we roll up our 
sleeves and trousers to do 
the work that will make 
us win the 2019 elections,” 
he said.

AMCON donation to IDPs wins USAID-ECR award

A
sset Management 
Corp oration of 
Nigeria (AMCON) 
during the week 

received yet another award 
in Maiduguri, the Borno 
State capital from USAID-
Nigeria Education Crisis Re-
sponse Project. The event 
was the Close-Out-Ceremo-
ny of the programme jointly 
organised by the Ministries 
of Education in Adamawa, 
Bauchi, Borno, Gombe and 
Yobe States in collaboration 
with USAID- Nigeria Educa-
tion Crisis Response Project 
at the Government House, 
Maiduguri.

A citation read on be-
half of the organisers at the 
event, which was chaired 
by the Deputy Governor of 
Borno State,  Usman Mam-
man Durkwa stated that 
AMCON was selected for 
the award in recognition of 
its contribution to the edu-
cational development and 
wellbeing of out-of-school 
internally displaced and 
host community children in 
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe 

States under the auspices of 
the USAID-funded Nigeria 
Education Crisis Response 
project 2014 – 2018.

The Deputy Governor, 
who stood in for the Gover-
nor, Kashim Shettima at the 
event thanked AMCON and 
other individuals and organ-

Glo’s TV Drama Series, 
Professor Johnbull, canvasses 
dedication to work

A
s the hilarious 
TV drama series, 
Professor John-
bull, sponsored by 

telecommunication outfit, 
Globacom, airs this Tuesday, 
the sitcom once again jolts 
the conscience of the people 
on the need for workers in 
both public and private sec-
tors to be diligent and show 
dedication to their work.

In the new episode of the 
series, the lead character, 
Professor Johnbull, played 
by the Nollywood legend, 
Kanayo O. Kanayo, gives a 
new standpoint to the phe-
nomenon of “ghost work-
ers” to include those who 
idle away at their jobs but 
still get paid. The academic 
extends his definition of 
“ghost worker” phenom-
enon to cover those fake 
job agencies and fraudulent 
recruitment companies, 
which advertise fake and 
non-existent job vacancies 
with the intention of dup-
ing genuine job seekers and 
applicants. The episode airs 
at 8.30 p.m. on Tuesday on 
NTA Network, NTA Inter-
national on DSTV Channel 
251 and NTA on StarTimes 
with a repeat broadcast on 
Friday on the same channels 
and time.

Entitled Ghost Worker, 
the episode examines the 
rot  in government minis-
tries and agencies, where 
millions of Naira that could 
have been spent on other 

sectors of the nation’s econ-
omy are paid out to ghost 
workers, idle workers and 
those who refuse to do the 
jobs they are engaged to do.

In the episode, Samson 
(Ogus Baba) and Elizabeth 
(Que en Nwokoye)  are 
scammed by a fake job agent 
who advertised fictional 
vacancies for an interna-
tional job and a high-paying 
domestic servant job.

While Elizabeth applies 
for the fake international 
job without the knowledge 
of her father, Samson, on 
his part, resigns from his 
store-keeping job and goes 
for the N80,000-a-month 
domestic servant job only 
for the two to discover that 
they have been scammed by 
fraudsters.

Though Flash (Stephen 
Odimgbe) secures a holi-
day job through the help 
of Professor Johnbull, he 
does not last more than two 
days on the job as he chats 
and sleeps on duty to the 
disgust of his boss who fires 
him after a second warning. 
Also, Ufoma (Bimbo Akin-
tola) who assists Mai Doya 
(Funky Mallam) in hawking 
tubers of yam is also caught 
by her master sleeping on 
the wheelbarrow of the 
tubers of yam. On being 
reprimanded by Mai Doya, 
she abandons the hawking 
business and she goes for the 
fake househelp job which 
promises her N100,000 a 
month.

isations that received awards 
at the close-out-ceremony 
for coming to the aid of the 
governments and people 
in the affected states in the 
northeast, especially Borno 
State, where he disclosed 
that he incidentally flagged-
off the programme when 

the American agency kick 
started the project.

 Recall that AMCON last 
year showed heavy support 
to some affected children 
and families that were trau-
matised and destabilised by 
the mindless insurgence in 
the northeast, where violent 

attacks by extremists forced 
more than 2.2 million people 
to flee their homes including 
over one million children 
who are presently out of 
school.

 AMCON donated scho-
lastic materials to main-
streamed learners and 
parents caregivers; starter 
packs for small scale busi-
nesses as well as food items 
such as rice, beans, semovita, 
groundnut oil, cooking uten-
sils and salt, among others 
to the families of Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in 
the northeast.

Between the months of 
November and December, 
the donated items were duly 
distributed to the beneficia-
ries by a team from USAID-
Nigeria Education Crisis Re-
sponse (USAID-ECR) led by 
its Project Director, Ayo Ola-
dini. The distribution activi-
ties were closely supervised 
by officials of AMCON who 
irrespective of the dangers in 
the affected states traversed 
the length and breadth of 
the affected states to ensure 

that the items got to all the 
beneficiaries.

The organisers stated that 
such rare commitment AM-
CON showed to the whole 
project as well as the human 
and material resources they 
committed to the distribu-
tion exercise against all odds 
prompted the organisers 
to recognise AMCON as a 
dependable partners and 
supporter at the close-out-
ceremony that was attended 
by the Education Commis-
sioners from the affected 
states as well as the top ech-
elon of Creative Associates 
International USA includ-
ing Earl Gast, Senior Vice 
President; Semere Solomon, 
Senior Director; Susan Ayari, 
Senior Associate; Jake Thom-
sen, Technical Manager, and 
Nafisa Ado, the Regional 
Coordinator, Department of 
International Development, 
UKAID and a host of others.

AMCON earlier donated 
relief materials to IDPs in 
some affected northeastern 
states in the course of the 
programme.

R-L: Earl Gast, senior vice president, Creative Associates International USA; Jude Nwauzor, 
head, corporate Communications, Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria (AMCON); Susan 
Ayari, senior Associate, Creative Associates International USA; Jake Thomsen, technical 
manager, Creative Associates International USA; Usman Abubakar, head, General Support 
Services, AMCON, and Ayo Oladini, project director, USAID-Nigeria Education Crisis Response 
Project, at the Close-out-Ceremony of the programme in Maiduguri, Borno State...recently.
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U
ko Ndukwe Nkole, mem-
ber representing Aro-
chukwu/Ohafia Feder-
al constituency in the 

House of Representatives, has 
vowed to continue to deliver divi-
dends of Democracy to his constitu-
ents for they are the power behind.

Nkole stated this at Amangwu, 
Ohafia, in Ohafia Local Govern-
ment Area of Abia State during the 
official flagging off of the construc-
tion of 1km road which is part of 
his constituency project in the area.

He disclosed that N150million 
is earmarked yearly for each law-
maker as constituency fund, adding 
that the money is not given to them 
in cash but set aside for projects 
each member identifies in his/her 
constituency.

He informed the people of 
Amangwu that the road had been 
awarded to Inspection Construc-
tion Company and the firm had 
been mobilised to site under the 
supervision of National Director-
ate of Employment (NDE) who 
would release the balance to the 

contractors when the road is fully 
completed.

The Federal lawmaker informed 
the people that Federal government 
had already released the fund to 
NDE.

Ukpai Agwu Ukpai, Deputy 
Chief of Staff, office Abia Governor 
while speaking during the cer-

Ndukwe

T
he immediate past gover-
nor of Edo State, Adams 
Oshiomhole has said that 
the target of All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) is to 

take over the political governance 
of Delta State from the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) in 2019 
general election.

Oshiomhole made the remarks 
while speaking during the formal 
defection of Johnson Agbonay-
inma, a House of Representatives 
member, representing Egor/Ik-
poba Okha federal constituency, 
Mathew Iduoriyekemwen, the Ali 
Modu-Sherrif, factional governor-
ship candidate in the 2016 gover-
norship election in Edo State, and 
others at the Samuel Ogbemudia 
stadium.

The former Edo State governor, 
who noted that the taking over of 
Delta State by the APC was in line 
with the spirit of the defunct Bendel 
State, added that it would enable 
enormous resources accruing to the 
state to be used judiciously for the 
benefit of all Deltans.

According to him, we will 
sweep away what is remaining 
of PDP in Edo State. We have se-
cured Edo State already but now 
we must advance and take over 
Delta state. 

“Somebody mentioned the his-
toric role of the late Samuel Ogbe-
mudia in our lives. He governed 
the two states admirably and in 
the spirit of Bendel, we must carry 
more brooms to Asaba and sweep 
on the way to Warri, and install an 
APC governor in Asaba so that the 

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin

resources of Delta can be used for 
the benefit of Deltans,” he said.

He also took a swipe on Delta 
State government for privatising 
the state-owned transport com-
pany, the Delta Line while its Edo 
State counterpart was reinforcing 
its transport system.

“I was telling governor, Godwin 
Obaseki that I read that Delta State 
Government has even auctioned its 
mass transit, and they are fighting 
over who bought what. In Edo State 
they are reinforcing. Do you agree 
that we should go and bring Delta 
back on board,” he added.

Oshiomhole also commended 
President Muhammadu Buhari 

for doing his best to reposition the 
nation’s economy.

While pointing out that the in-
cumbent Federal Government led 
by the APC does not have all the 
solutions to the nation’s problems, 
he however reposed confidence 
and faith in President Muham-
madu Buhari’s ability to turn things 
around.

He urged Nigerians to support 
measures put together by the gov-
ernment to carry out total cleansing 
and sustain war against corruption.

“We must be courageous that 
when corrupt people are fighting 
back, Nigerians must push them 
backward,” he said.

APC targets to take over Delta State 
Government House in 2019 – Oshiomhole

Abia federal lawmaker reels out achievements

Oshiomhole

T
he Bassey Andah Founda-
tion, a non-governmental 
organisation (NGO), set 
up in honor of late Bassey 

Andah, a professor and foremost 
anthropologist and pioneer in the 
field, plans to endow the research 
chair in Archaeology and Anthro-
pology, to be established in the 
Bassey Andah Institute for African 
and Asian Studies, (BAIFAAS), Uni-
versity of Calabar.

The proposed endowment is to 
support the study and the promo-
tion of researches in socio-cultural, 
anthropological studies and emerg-
ing African and Asian economies.

Emele Uka, a professor, revealed 
this at the 19th edition of the 
Bassey Andah Memorial Annual 
Lecture, held on Saturday January 
13, 2018, at the Senate Chambers of 
the University of Calabar.

He observed that the endow-
ment would further immortalise 
the name of the late Bassey Andah, 
who contributed immensely in 
the teaching of Archeology and 
Anthropology in Nigeria and the 
entire world.

Abi Derefaka, a professor and 
director of the Bassey Andah 
Foundation, revealed that the 
foundation has set up a committee 
that will access funding in such a 
way that the endowment would 
sustain the Chair for a number of 
years and appealed to Nigerians of 
good will, to be committed to the 
actualization the establishment of 
the Chair.

He stated that the Foundation 
would announce details when the 
committee begins work and had 
achieved the target of N100 mil-
lion. The Bassey Andah Institute 
for African and Asian Studies is 
a one-stop academic institution 
approved by the Senate of the 
University of Calabar, Calabar, 
Nigeria to undertake innovative 
teaching, researches in socio-

cultural, anthropological studies 
and emerging economies, as well 
as, to promote exchange of cultural 
activities between Nigeria and 
South-East Asian countries.

The Professor Bassey Andah 
Foundation is a non-governmental 
organization (NGO), duly reg-
istered in Nigeria for the pri-
mary objectives of executing the 
management and supervision of 
research into the published and 
unpublished works of late Profes-
sor Bassey Andah, establishment 
of an Education Trust Fund for the 
education of needy children and 
orphans in Nigerian colleges and 
tertiary institutions, organizing 
symposia, workshop and confer-
ences in the field of Archaeology 
and Anthropology and related 
disciplines.

It was also established with the 
objective of ensuring, promoting 
and financing the establishment 
of Chairs for the study of Archaeol-
ogy and Anthropology in selected 
Nigerian universities, conducting 
and organizing an Annual Memo-
rial Lecture for Professor Bassey 
Andah, establishment of a center 
of excellence to be called Professor 
Bassey Andah Memorial Founda-
tion Center, as well as, promoting 
the educational, moral and Chris-
tian ideals of late Professor Bassey 
Andah. The late professor was a 
thorough bred scholar and teacher, 
an astute university administra-
tor, an elder of the Presbyterian 
Church of Nigeria, a keen sports-
man, the first African Professor 
of Archaeology in Africa and the 
First Black African President of 
the World Black Archaeology 
Congress (WAC).

The Foundation seeks to estab-
lish linkages between universi-
ties and similar organizations in 
Nigeria and the world, to develop a 
quantum of academic exchange for 
the benefit of the people of Africa 
and in the spirit of the New Part-
nership for Africa’s Development 
(NEPAD).      

Bassey Andah Foundation plans 
N100m professorial chair at UNICAL

…Flags off 1km road constituency
UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

GODFREY OFURUM, Calabar

emony, expressed his joy that the 
contractors had been mobilised.

He warned the contractors not 
to disappoint in delivering the job 
in time.

Ukpai told the people that Nkole 
promised to do the road for them 
and he had made good his promise, 
adding that the only way to pay him 
back is to ensure that they re-elect 
him in 2019.

After the flagging off of the 
road, People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) stakeholders held a caucus 
meeting where Nkole reeled out his 
achievements within two years in 
office which included employing 
27 graduates, attracting contract 
for the rehabilitation of  Ohafia-
Arochkwu road, attracted the 
construction of Umuahia-Uzua-
koli-Ohafia road. 15 projects which 
include Construction of classroom 
block for Nkporo Secondary School, 
rehabilitation of Nmuri bridge, 
building two bedroom bungalows 
for indigent persons and sinking of 
boreholes for various communities, 
assisting 130 through the N-power 
programme and construction of 
classroom block for Abam High 
School, among others

Atiku deplores increasing cases of 
girl-suicide bombers

A
tiku Abubakar, a for-
mer Vice President and 
chieftain of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 

mourns victims of the last week’s 
evening suicide bombing in Maidu-
guri, Borno State that claimed sev-
eral lives and left scores wounded.

Atiku describes as disturbing 
the increasing cases of girls being 
used as suicide bombers.

“We need our girls to be moth-
ers, teachers and scientists of the 
future, certainly not being used 
to carry out extremist ideologies,” 
he said.

The bomb explosion in Mai-
duguri was reported to have been 
carried out by four female suicide 
bombers – a signature of Boko Ha-
ram bomb blast attacks in recent 
times.

The former Vice President notes 
that the Boko Haram sect is still a 
potent threat to the lives and prop-
erty of Nigerians, especially in the 

North-East region of the country 
and asks Nigerians to remain on 
their guards and partner with se-
curity operatives closest to them to 
report suspicious activities.

“We are all in this together. We 
must work closely with security 
operatives on ground to make sure 
that our land is secure and our lives 
are safe. The threat that we face is 
real and our determination to face 
the threat must be daring.

“I pray to God for a peaceful 
repose of the dead and fortitude to 
their bereaved families and friends,” 
he says.  

He also condemns the killing 
of two policemen during a kidnap 
operation of two foreigners, one 
American and a Canadian along 
the Abuja-Kaduna Expressway 
last Tuesday.

Atiku explains that while kid-
napping on its own is a criminal 
act, it is equally an act of sabotage 
against the national economy.



News 
Lagelu Old Boys inject N0.2bn 
into school infrastructureAyade’s attack on APC paranoid, says S/South chapter

F
or daring to address 
the national leadership 
of the governing All 
Progressives Congress, 
APC in foul language, 

the South-South zonal leadership 
of the party has declared that Sen. 
Ben Ayade has further affirmed 
his infection with an incurable ge-
netic disease with acute paranoid 
conditions as symptoms.                      

In a statement credited to 
the office of the National Vice 
Chairman, South-South of the 
party and endorsed by Bassey Ita, 
Special Adviser to the National 
Vice Chairman, Hilliard Eta, the 
APC said Ayade should have 
reasoned why his government 
has attracted so much criticism 
and resentment from a broad 
spectrum of Cross Riverians than 

any of the preceding government.                                   
The statement said it is this 

situation that gave rise to the bar-
rage of criticisms and resentment 
against his government which of 
course informed his initial deci-
sion to run to the APC leadership 
for succour.                

The APC said, ‘’Ayade’s deni-
als of the seizure of imported 
rice that was planned for re-
bagging as Ayade rice, and his 
sudden umbrage at our party 
for exposing the scam, is not 
only diversionary but reveals 
the structural abnormalities in 
the head and mind of a man who 
unfortunately is at the captain’s 
seat of a state begging to sail out 
of retrogression.

“How for instance do you de-
scribe a situation where the state 
is being ran without a develop-
ment plan, without a budget and 
a deliberate policy plan to trans-

MIKE ABANG, Calabar                                          

form lives of the people? This is 
the failure that Ayade is seeing 
around him but by that hallucina-
tion thinks it’s found anywhere in 
the APC environment.”

The statement said by this 

incurable condition, the gover-
nor lives only to appreciate and 
celebrate falsehood having been 
walking on its crutches in the 
mention of unachievable projects.            

‘’Let us at the APC refresh the 
minds of Cross River people a bit 
that for all the junketing of for-
eign lands to attract investment 
to the state by the endorsement 
of several MOUs, Ayade’s Cross 
River was not mentioned as one 
of the states that could attract 
investment last year according to 
the latest report from the Bureau 
of Statistics in Abuja.”        

The APC challenged Ayade 
should measure failure and suc-
cess by height and fix himself 
where he rightly belongs instead 
of judging the APC which has 
achieved much in terms of instill-
ing sound democratic principles 
and practice within few years of 
its formation. 

Ayade

Rochas Foundation deepens operation Africa

H
elp will soon knock at 
the doors of the camps of 
the people displaced by 
conflicts or other natural 

disaster in the African continent 
through the Rochas Foundation in 
less than two months.

The plan is aimed at giving 
both material and moral support 
to them as well as building a long 
lasting relationship across Africa 

which may help break the chains 
of poverty and hardship ravaging 
the continent said Uloma Rochas 
Nwosu, director-general of the 
Foundation and the first daughter 
of Governor Rochas Okorocha.

According to her, the driving 
passion is that children as well as 
women are considered a vulner-
able group and are majorly affected 
when there is conflict. 

Speaking at the Foundation 
headquarters in Owerri, Uloma 
said the foundation is concerned 

over the increasing hardship and 
homelessness among the people 
who have been displaced by con-
flicts or other natural disaster in 
Africa and now plans to deepen its 
scope of philanthropy.

She revealed that one of the 
arms called Rochas Foundation Col-
lege of Africa has graduated 15,000 
students who were on scholarship, 
and because of past experiences, 
the foundation would only give 
scholarship to those who are or-
phans in Africa.

SABY ELEMBA, Owerri

L
agelu Grammar School 
Old Students Association 
has put in over N200m 
to rehabilitate the school 

and provide infrastructure, as 
the school prepares for its 60th 
Founders’ day celebration.

The anniversary committee 
chairman of LAGSCOBA 60th 
anniversary, Tony Aletor said 
this in Ibadan, stating that the 
association has renovated all 
the blocks of classrooms as well 
as the administrative block in 
the school

Aletor added that the asso-
ciation has constructed an alumni 
centre with state of the art equip-
ment, renovated and equipped 
the laboratories, reconstructed 
the school hall named Ayo Labiyi 
Hall and constructed a modern 
e-library called Osuntokun e-
Library.

He said that the road leading 
into the school has been dualised 
with landscaping for aesthetic 
development, pointing out that all 
the buildings in the school have 
been modernized.

The chairman explained that 
the activities marking the 60th 
Founders’ day celebration will 
hold between January 21 and 27, 
2018 beginning with an Inter-
denominational Thanksgiving 
Service at the School Hall on Sun-
day, followed by a PEACE WALK 
on Monday which will commence 
from the historic Mapo Hall, 
Ibadan as well as commissioning 
of projects. He said that on Tues-
day, January 23, Lagelites will visit 
the Olubadan of Ibadanland, Oba 
Saliu Adetunji and the founding 
Principal of the School, Pa Ayo La-
biyi; followed by visits to Charity 
Homes, adding that Wednesday 
will be for the re-launch of the 
school magazine and resuscita-
tion of the school clubs namely; 
the Literary and Debating Club, 
Press Club, Drama and Musical 
Society, French Club, Geography, 
Agricultural and Science Club.

The Chairman said Thursday 
will witness a Career Session 
with the recognition of a hundred 
distinguished lagelites who will 
receive the Diamond Anniversary 
Distinguished Career Mentors 
and Achievers’ awards in Corpo-
rate and Political Leadership. The 
Key Note address at the event will 
be delivered by the distinguished 
alumnus and international busi-
ness man, Kase Lawal.

While Friday is the day for the 
Diamond Anniversary Lecture 
which will be delivered by Bolaji 
Owasanoye, Chairman designate 
Independent Corrupt Practices 
Commission (ICPC), who is also an 
alumnus of the school.

According to Aletor, the grand 
finale of the anniversary celebra-
tions is the gala nite where Abiola 
Ajimobi, Governor, Oyo State, also 
an alumnus of the institution, will 
deliver a key note address. 

Other activities of the day 
will be the institution of various 
Endowment Funds and the Foun-
dation Laying Ceremony of the 
School Governing Board Building 
amongst others. 

 

AKINrEMI FEYISIpO, Ibadan 

Oke returns to APC, solicits support for 
Akeredolu administration in Ondo

T
he governorship candi-
date of the Alliance for 
Democracy (AD) in the 
2016 governorship elec-

tion in Ondo State, Olusola Oke, 
along with his running mate 
and other party followers have 
formally returned to the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), which 
they had previously left.

BDSUNDAY reports that Oke 
was well received into the APC 
by the acting Chairman, Ade 
Adetimehin and Governor Olu-
warotimi Akeredolu in Akure, the 
state capital.

It will be recalled that some 
members of the AD had in De-
cember 2017 defected to the APC 
on the directive of Olusola Oke 
and other leaders of the party in 
the state.

Oke, a former National Legal 
Adviser of the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) contested the 
governorship primary election 
of the APC on September 3, 2016 
and lost to Rotimi Akeredolu 
who later emerged Governor of 
the state.

While speaking at a rally 
where he publicly returned to 
the APC, Oke hinged his exit from 
the APC on alleged irregularities 

in the primary election which 
produced Akeredolu as the party 
standard bearer.

He however declared that his 
return to the party now would 
end the crisis bedevilling the state 
chapter and that he is ready to 
work for the success of the party 
at all levels.

He said he consulted widely 
before returning to the party, and 
that his return was based on ad-
vice given to him by some notable 
politicians in the country.

 “This is not about me, but about 
the development of the state and 
the need to ensure the well-being 
of our people. I want to align and 
contribute my quota to the de-
velopment of the state, instead of 
sitting on the fence,” he said.

YOMI AYELESO, Akure

Okorocha

Oke

350 students benefit from N3.5m 
Kogi Speakers’ Foundation

M
athew Kolawole , 
Kogi State House of 
Assembly Speaker 
has doled out N3.5m 

to pay school fees for students 
drawn from 15 wards in Kabba/
Bunu State constituency through 
his  Matthew Olushola Kolawole 
Foundation.

The speaker while making the 
presentation recently disclosed 
that his numerous education 
support schemes were born out of 
his hard experience in life while 
struggling to attend school which 
caused him to spend 30 years in 
order to get his first degree.

“Because I couldn’t afford 
school fees, I stayed four extra 
years after primary school hawk-
ing, before I could gain admission 
to secondary school. I spent 10 
years in secondary school before 
I could enter tertiary institution, 
and 10 years for my first degree 
because I had to fend for myself 
in school. It took a journey of 30 
years for my primary, secondary 
and tertiary education.

“So I understand the plight of 
parents at this time, considering 
the economic reality in the coun-
try, and in the spirit of the season, 
I have decided to support the 

students as they return to school 
in this new year. The gesture is 
in line with my promises during 
the electioneering campaigns to 
re-position the education sector in 
the area, and my concerted effort 
designed to support the youths in 
their academic pursuit.”

According to him, “This Edu-
cational Support Scheme is aside 
the regular scholarship scheme 
that has over 500 beneficiaries 
across Okunland. It will not 
stop the annual inter-school 
competition where winners 
will also enjoy scholarships. If 
I don’t support education God 
will not forgive me. The impor-
tance of education cannot be 
over-emphasized because it is 
the foundation upon which the 
future of our youths is built.

“Our students deserve a solid 
footing in life no matter the path 
they desire to tow which makes it 
imperative to pay particular atten-
tion to their education”.

Kolawole also said he had 
proved to be a worthy represen-
tative who have raised the bar of 
representation in the constituen-
cy, and had fulfilled his promises 
as he  urged beneficiaries to re-
ciprocate the gesture by ensuring 
they face their studies and shun 
all activities that could truncate 
their success.

VICTOrIA NNAKIAIKE, Lokoja
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2019: Endorsement galore for PDP’s Wike, 
but opposition yet to make its move

L
ove and clamour 
f o r  G o v e r n o r 
Nyesom Wike of 
R i v e r s  S t a t e  i s 
booming, or so it 

seems. Any day the gover-
nor is on seat, large crowds 
emerge, asking him to run 
for governorship.  Groups 
such as traditional rulers, 
churches ,  ethnic  nation-
alities, professional bodies, 
have come calling or issued 
statements.

The governor announced 
N500million fund to help 
women after  the women 
e n d o r s e d  h i m .  S o m e  o f 
t h o s e  e y e i n g  t h e  g o ve r -
nor’s seat such as Dakuku 
Peterside of the Nigerian 
Maritime Ad ministration 
and Safety Agency (NIMA-
SA) said there is no money 
a n y w h e r e  a n d  a n y b o d y 
who dishes out money will 

Politics
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Nyesom Wike, Rivers State governor, acknowledging cheers from Rivers’ Women after they endorsed him for a second term at the Government House, Port Harcourt.
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get  crowds and endors e-
ments, one time.

N o w,  i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  a 
game of crowds. On Janu-
a r y  1 8 ,  2 0 1 8 ,  g ro u p s  b e -
lieved to be Rivers women 
joined the emerging tradi-
t ion in  the state  as  they 
storme d the Government 
Hous e,  Port  Harc ourt ,  to 
endorse Wike for a second 
term. 

T h e r e ,  W i ke  d e c l a r e d 
that supporting the APC to 
form the Federal Govern-
ment in 2019 was akin to 
digging the nation’s grave, 
as he said the country was 
a l re a d y  d e a d  s i n c e  t h e y 
g a i n e d  c o n t r o l  i n  2 0 1 5 . 
Many wondere d whether 
p olit ical  campaigns have 
begun, going by the elec-
toral timetable.

The governor stated that APC leaders from 
the state took pride in de-marketing and 
destroying the economy of the state for 

political reasons. He charged Rivers women 
to jealously protect their permanent voters’ 
cards as that is the only weapon to uproot 

the APC in 2019.

Rivers’ Women declared 
t h at  t h e y  w o u l d  fo l l o w 
t h e i r  e n d o r s e m e n t  w i t h 
massive rural  and urban 
mobilisation of all groups 
t o  vo t e  o ve r w h e l m i n g l y 
for Governor Wike in 2019. 
Many groups may want to 
be involved in campaigns 
to pro duc e the next gov-
ernor.

T h e  w o m e n  i n  t h e i r 
thousands marche d from 
Mile One to Government 
House, Port Harcourt, cel-
e b rat i n g  G o ve r n o r  W i ke 
and creating awareness on 
his achievements. As they 
m a rc h e d  t o  G o ve r n m e n t 
House, Port Harcourt, they 
d i s p l a y e d  b a n n e r s  a n d 
placards urging Governor 
Wike to seek re-election. 

Government Hous e of-
f ic ial  statement  said  the 
women were drawn from 
the 23 Lo cal Government 
a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t at e .  E a c h 
LG A  p e r s o n  h i g h l i g h t e d 

the proje cts  exe cute d by 
G o ve r n o r  W i ke  i n  t h e i r 
respective councils.

F o r m e r  R i v e r s  S t a t e 
Chairman of  the Fe dera-
t i o n  o f  Fe m a l e  L aw ye r s , 
F l o r e n c e  A m i e s i m a k a 
s a i d  G o ve r n o r  W i ke  h a s 
made Rivers people proud 
through development proj-
e cts,  henc e,  the endors e-
ment.  She assured the gov-
ernor that Rivers Women 
w i l l  s t a n d  w i t h  h i m  a l l 
through the electioneering 
period up to his re-election. 

S p o ke s p e r s o n  fo r  R i v -
e r s  S o u t h - E a s t  W o m e n , 
Charity D emua,  de clare d 
that the women had expe-
rienc e d go o d governanc e 
u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f 
G o v e r n o r  W i k e ,  s a y i n g 
that they will reciprocate 
by re-electing him.

Macetelli of Rivers West 
and C arol John of Rivers 
East stated that the infra-
s t r u c t u r a l  d e ve l o p m e n t 
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Now, it seems to be a game 
of crowds. On January 18, 

2018, groups believed to be 
Rivers women joined the 
emerging tradition in the 
state as they stormed the 
Government House, Port 

Harcourt, to endorse Wike 
for a second term

have had p ositive impact 
in the lives of women and 
t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s .  R i ve r s 
State Women Affairs Com-
missioner, Ukel Oyaghiri, 
l a u d e d  G o v e r n o r  W i k e 
for his commitment to the 
welfare of Rivers Women. 

I n  h i s  re s p o n s e ,  W i ke 
s a i d  t h at  t h e  a l l  N i g e r i -
ans irrespective of gender 
h ave  a  s o l e m n  re s p o n s i -
bility of ending the failed 
APC Fe deral Government 
in 2019.  He said that the 
n a t i o n w i d e  b r e a k d o w n 
of s e curity,  esp e cially in 
APC states, exemplifies the 
failure of  the incumb ent 
administration to produc-
t i v e l y  m a n a g e  n a t i o n a l 
resources. 

The governor stated that 
APC leaders from the state 
took pride in de-marketing 
and destroying the econo-
my of the state for political 
reasons. He charged Rivers 
women to jealously protect 
t h e i r  p e r m a n e n t  vo t e r s ’ 
cards  as  that  is  the only 
weapon to uproot the APC 
in 2019.

G o v e r n o r  W i k e  a n -
n o u n c e d  a  b u s i n e s s  d e -
velopment s cheme worth 
N 5 0 0 m i l l i o n  f o r  R i v e r s 
Women in 2018.  He said  
the fund will be domiciled 
at the State Microfinance 
Bank and managed by the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  W o m e n  A f -
fairs.

H e  s a i d  t h e  e m p o w e r -
m e n t  s c h e m e  w i l l  a s s i s t 
the women develop small 
scale businesses.  The gov-
ernor also stated that the 
State Women Development 
Centre will  b e c omplete d 
in 2018.

Highp oint of  the o c ca-
sion was the presentation 
of gifts by the women to 
the Rivers State Governor.

The previous day, Thou-
s a n d s  o f  n o n - i n d i g e n e s 
s t o r m e d  G o v e r n m e n t 
Hous e to endors e Gover-
nor Wike with over 15000 
of them shouting for Wike. 
This is as the Rivers State 
Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike urged Nigerians irre-
spective of their linguistic 
a n d  re l i g i ou s  a ff i l i at i on , 
to use their voters card to 
sack the non-p erforming 
APC Federal Government  

Government statement 
s a i d  t h e  n o n - i n d i g e n e s 
under the platform of Non-
indigenes Without Borders 
t r o o p e d  t o  G o ve r n m e n t 
H o u s e  Po r t  H a rc o u r t  o n 
where they declared their 
u n a l l o ye d  s u p p o r t  c o m e 
2019.

The visit was said to be 
like a carnival as different 
e t h n i c  g ro u p s  d i s p l aye d 

their cultural dances and 
attires. The non-indigenes 
state d that their  supp ort 
fo r  W i ke  s t e m m e d  f ro m 
his  outstanding develop-
mental strides which have 
improve d their  standard 
of living.

S p okesman of the Igb o 
Community in Rivers State, 
E m e k a  V i t a l i s ,  s a i d  t h at 
t h e  I g b o s  w o u l d  vo t e  e n 
masse for Wike because his 
development projects have 
helped their businesses to 

grow.
In his remarks, Omotayo 

of the Yoruba community 
a n d  H e n r y  I y o h a  o f  t h e 
Edo/D elta Community in 
Rivers State said their en-
dors ements of the Rivers 
State  Governor stemme d 
from c ommitment to  the 
welfare of all residents of 
the state. 

T h e  B a y e l s a  c o m m u -
nity in Rivers, represented 
by Agbai  Tom, the Akwa 
I b o m / C r o s s  R i v e r  S t a t e 

community in Rivers State 
led by Godwin Inyang and 
t h e  M u s l i m  c o m mu n i t y 
in the state le d by Haj ia 
Mariam  als o announc e d 
their resp e ctive endors e-
ments for the re-ele ction 
of Governor Wike. 

Spokesman of the Hausa 
C o m m u n i t y,  M a i s u n d u 
said the Hausa Community 
would mobilis e votes for 
Gov Wike in 2019 because 
he is a de-tribalised leader.

Commissioner of Special 

their commitment to PDP, 
saying that they should not 
fear the evil machinations 
of the APC. 

He said: “Nobody should 
be afraid of anyone. Any-
how they want it,  we are 
ready. There is nothing like 
do or die in this election, 
only God gives power. We 
believe in God, that is why 
we always defeat them.

“Whether they go to the 
United States of America or 
North Korea to bring any-

thing, we shall withstand 
t h e m .  T h e  o n l y  w e a p o n 
you have is  your voters ’ 
card. Mobilise and use your 
vo t e r ’ s  c a r d ,  t h at  i s  t h e 
weap on that will  remove 
them from office”.

In an earlier interview 
i n  Po r t  H a rc o u r t  o n  t h e 
seeming silence of the APC, 
Peterside said the federal 
ruling party would unfold 
its agenda at the right time. 
H e  s a i d  w h o e ve r  w ave d 
m o n e y  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t 
w o u l d  b e  r u s h e d  b y  t h e 
masses.

Duties, Emeka Onowu, who 
is  a  non-indigene,  note d 
that Rivers State Governor 
has  b e en a  father  to  the 
n o n - i n d i g e n e s ,  c a r r y i n g 
them along as he develops 
the state.

Re s p o n d i n g ,  W i ke  a s -
s u re d  t h e  n o n - i n d i g e n e s 
that he would continue to 
deliver quality projects and 
programmes that will im-
prove the lives of residents 
of the state. 

H e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  a l l 
residents  of  Rivers  State 
should remain resolute in 
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Prosperity beckons on Rivers 
with N510bn budget

Politics
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…Economic stability possible if fierce political rivalry abates

I
t  s e e m s  p o s s i b l e 
f o r  p r o s p e r i t y 
t o  re t u r n  t o  R i v -
e r s  S t at e  i n  2 0 1 8 
a s  e n v i s a g e d  b y 

the 2018 fis cal  plan of 
N510bill ion if  it  is  im-
plemented to the letter. 
This is  why s ome ana-
lysts have said only Riv-
ers can stop Rivers State 
in 2018. This is because 
the funds would be there 
b ut  t h e  p e a c e  a n d  p o -
litical  stability ne e de d 
to midwife a progressive 
e c o n o my  c o u l d  b e  t h e 
challenge. Political pun-
dits say this is because 
the leaders of the oppo-
sition do not believe that 
the party and person in 
power in the state were 
the c orre ct  ones.  They 
think that the ‘anomaly’ 
would b e  c orre cte d in 
2019; and the year that 
w o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  t h at 
is  rather 2018.  The op-
p osition s e ems to have 
a c qu i re d  m o re  f i e r c e -
n e s s  w h i l e  t h e  s i t t i n g 
government seems equal 
to any fierceness.

T h e  2 0 1 8  b u d g e t 
wants to pump N510Bn 
i n t o  t h e  e c o n o m y 
t h ro u g h  N 1 3 0 B n  ( i s  i t 
N 1 3 2 B n )  a s  r e c u r r e n t 
( s a l a r i e s ,  a l l o w a n c e s , 
p e n s i o n s ,  o v e r h e a d s , 
etc) and N380Bn as capi-
tal  exp enditure.  If  this 
i s  a l l o w e d  t o  f l o w  a s 
prop os e d,  Rivers  State 
w o u l d  w i t n e s s  a  h u g e 
jump on the prosperity 
scale. The state expected 
t o  g e t  N 4 7 0 b i l l i o n  i n 
2017 but ended up with 
ab out  N279bil l ion and 
put N141billion in recur-
rent and over N155bil-
lion in capital. This pro-
pelled the state high on 
the prosperity index es-
pecially by regular pay-
ment of  salaries  when 
many other states near 
the state were weeping 

over salaries. Yes, some 
p e r s o n s  s t i l l  w e p t  i n 
some unfavoured agen-
cies (such as RSSDA and 
s ome 1867 p ensioners) 
b u t  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  o f 
the workforc e rejoic e d 
every month.

In 2018,  even if  Riv-
ers State ends up with 
N 3 0 0 B n  s o l i d  i n c o m e 
from all sources (IGR and 
FAAC), the state would 
s t i l l  b e  c o m f o r t a b l e 
w i t h  s a l a r i e s  o f  ab o ut 
N65bil l ion,  N20bil l ion 
for pensions, N15billion 
for overheads, and even 
N9billion for new hires.

W h e re  s p e n d i n g  a c -
t i o n  i s  h i g h l y  e x p e c t -
ed is in capital projects 
w h e r e  t h e  s t a t e  m a y 
pump in N170billion if 
i t  g e t s  o n l y  N 3 0 0 b i l -
l i o n ,  a n d  w o u l d  p u m p 
i n  N 3 8 0 b i l l i o n  i f  t h e y 
get the targeted N510bn. 
This  is  l ikely to  usher 
in economic stability as 
Governor Wike proudly 
promised on January 11, 

2018, before the state’s 
l aw m a ke r s .  W i ke  s a i d 
his state is back to eco-
nomic stability.

“ W e  h ave  m a d e  t a r -
gete d interventions in 
t h e  va r i o u s  s e c t o r s  o f 
o u r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o -
c i a l  l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e -
c u r i t y  a n d  h e a l t h c a re 
w i t h  s t i mu l at i n g  o ut -
comes. Today, our State 
is back to economic sta-
bil ity and re ckone d as 
the most fiscally respon-
sibly State in the coun-
t r y.  W e  a c h i e ve d  t h i s 
by eliminating wastages 
and bringing transpar-
ency and accountability 
t o  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f 
public resources,” he said 
in his speech.

Stability:
To  a c h i e ve  s t ab i l i t y, 

t h e  s t at e  g o ve r n m e n t 
seems to pursue security 
and safety in the state 
i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  m a s s a -
cres and c ommonplac e 
ab ductions.  Shops now 
clos e early in the eve-
nings ,  p e ople  wait  t i l l 

6 . 3 0 a m  t o  s t e p  o ut  i n 
t h e  s t at e  c a p i t a l ,  a n d 
villagers hardly step to 
t h e  f a r m s  a ny m o re  a s 
most of the forests are 
brimming with kidnap-
p ers and ritual  kil lers , 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  p e r s o n 
that just  es cap e d from 
the forest at Ndele, near 
Elele, on East West Road 
entering Choba areas.

Boys walk the streets 
n o w  f r e e l y  s n at c h i n g 
handsets, injuring those 
who resist them, carry-
ing off ladies walking on 
the roads esp e cially in 
places such as Elelenwo, 
and waylay church go-
e r s ,  a l m o s t  d a i l y.  T h e 
governor,  who trie d to 
play down on this  and 
s c olde d journalists  re-
porting crimes incidents 
in the state, has thrown 
logistics support to the 
p o l i c e  a n d  a r m y  a s  a 
deterrent but the situa-
tion seems to get worse 
as every youth wants to 
make money by abduct-
ing others.

N o w ,  W i k e ,  i n  t h e 
2018 budget  pres enta -
t i o n ,  w a n t s  t o  f l o at  a 
Rivers State Neighbour-
hood Safety Corps (RSN-
S C )  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e 
security agencies in pro-
tecting people and prop-
erty. “When fully estab-
lishe d and op erational, 
the corps will have the 
re s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c o m -
b at  c r i m e  a n d  c u l t i s m 
in our communities and 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s .  T h e 
State Executive Council 
h a s  a l r e a d y  a p p r o ve d 
the bill to give effect to 
t h i s  i n i t i at i ve ,  w h i c h 
we shall s o on transmit 
for the consideration of 
the House of Assembly 
for passing into law. The 
N22 billion we have pro-
posed in the 2018 budget 
for s e curity op erations 
w i l l  a l s o  t a ke  c a r e  o f 
the s etting-up and op-
erationalisation of this 
agency.

I f  t h e  C o r p s  i s  n o t 
p olit icis e d or  frowne d 
at by the FG in view of 

Wike presenting budget
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the fierce desire of p o-
litical actors in the state 
to  s e ek upp er  hand in 
f i re p o w e r,  t h e  i m p a c t 
o f  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
vigilantes working like 
the Bakassi Boys or the 
Lagos model could prove 
v e r y  u s e f u l  i n  f o r m -
i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  o f 
resistance to street and 
c o m mu n i t y  h o o d l u m s 
that terrorise grassroots 
businesses operators like 
t r a d e r s  a n d  f a r m e r s . 
I f  b u s i n e s s e s  r e s u m e 
early and clos e late,  if 
t h o s e  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m 
work walk freely home 
on their  stre ets  again, 
if farmers return to the 
farms and markets, the 
p e o p l e  w o u l d  j ub i l at e 
again.

Empowerment:
P ro s p e r i t y  m ay  a l s o 

come to the state via the 
2018 budget in form of 
empowerment. The gov-
ernor has b e en enthu-
s i a s t i c  i n  e m p o w e r i n g 
yo ut h s  t h ro u g h  d i re c t 
a n d  i n d i r e c t  m e t h o d s 
e s p e c i a l l y  b y  e n g a g -
ing them in the various 
c o n s t r u c t i o n s  p ro j e c t s 
a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .  H e 
staged an amnesty pro-
gramme that had no pay 
c omp onent but jobs in 
c onstruction s ites  and 
other avenues.

N o w ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r 
said his administration 
is  st i l l  highly worrie d 
about the high level of 
y o u t h  u n e m p l o y m e n t 
and poverty among the 
populace. “We have ac-
c o r d i n g l y  d e c i d e d  t o 
prioritise empowerment 
and poverty reduction in 
the State through multi-
dimensional  approach. 
First of all, we consider 
te chnical  e ducation as 
a n  i m p o r t a n t  t o o l  t o 
e m p o w e r  a n d  o c c u p y 
o u r  yo ut h s  i n  p ro d u c-
t i ve  ve n t u r e s .  T h e r e -
fore, we shall encourage 
o u r  y o ut h  t o  e mb ra c e 
technical and vocational 
education to acquire the 
skills they need to help 
t h e m s e l v e s  e c o n o m i -
cally.”

He went on: “We are 
als o intro ducing a pro-
gramme that will require 
all companies handling 
major government proj-
ects to engage a certain 
number of unemployed 

youths on every project 
s i t e  t o  e n ab l e  t h e m  t o 
g e t  h a n d s - o n  t ra i n i n g 
a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e -
come qualified artisans 
to support the delivery 
of our numerous infra-
structure projects while 
earning inc ome during 
the construction period. 
As you know, the e c o-
nomic prosperity of the 
S t at e  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e 
d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  s m a l l 
a n d  m e d i u m  s c a l e  e n -
terpris es.  Therefore, in 
addition to the opportu-
nity of accessing credit 
facilities from the State’s 
M i c r o f i n a n c e  A g e n c y 
at low interest rates for 
small-scale enterprises, 
we are  going to  intro -
duc e various e c onomic 
stimulus packages to cre-
ate wealth and a lift our 
people out of poverty.”

He said the state also 
intends to start the de-
ve l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  p ro -
posed Women Develop-
ment Centre to advance 
the emp owerment and 
economic growth of the 
women. “ We shall  als o 
enc ourage,  attract  and 
support investors to es-
t a b l i s h  b u s i n e s s e s  i n 
t h e  va r i o u s  s e c t o r s  o f 
our economy, including 
agriculture,  energy, oil 
and gas, real estate and 
manufacturing to create 
jobs and other economic 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  o u r 
people. Accordingly, we 
have proposed N6 billion 
for employment genera-
tion, N7 billion for wom-
en development and N2 
billion to support youth 
d e ve l o p m e n t .  I n  a d d i -
tional we will inject N1 

bil l ion into the State ’s 
Microfinance Agency to 
provide loans and sup-
port the development of 
small-s cale enterpris es 
in the State.”

Construction:
T h e  s t ro n g e s t  at t r i -

bute of the Wike admin-
istration is  proje ct  ex-
ecution. This stems from 
his nature as an ‘action 
man’ plus the cluster of 
p o l i t i c a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
around him being most 
of those who criticised 
the Amaechi administra-
t ion for  embarking on 
big-ticket projects such 
a s  t h e  N 1 5 0 B n  M o n o -
rail project, the N160Bn 
new UST location proj-
e c t ,  t h e  7 0 0  p r i m a r y 
s cho ols  proje ct ,  the 24 
world class  c olleges at 
N 4 . 5 B n  e a c h ,  t h e  1 8 0 
primary healthcare cen-
t re s  p ro j e c t ,  e t c .  T h e y 
critics felt Amaechi ne-
glected roads to execute 
monorail. Now, they fire 
Wike on as the new ad-
ministration delved into 
numerous road projects 
around the state.

Ro a d s  s e e m  t o  b e  o f 
t h e  m o s t  i m p a c t  a n d 
easiest to see. The gover-
nor who said he pumped 
N155Bn in capital spend-
ing in 2017 declared his 
determination to said the 
provision of first-class 
infrastructure remains 
the cardinal identity of 
his administration. “The 
fact that we have done 
a lot in this area is not 
c ontestable.  In the last 
two and half years, we 
h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  o v e r 
380 kilometers of roads, 
w h i l e  w o r k  o n  o t h e r 

roads measuring approx-
imately 350 kilometers 
is  ongoing throughout 
the State.”

The governor said his 
c ommitment in 2018 is 
to sustain the tempo of 
c onstruction and c om-
plete most of the ongo-
i n g  r o a d  p r o j e c t s .  H e 
mentioned specific ones 
a s  t h e  d u a l i s a t i o n  o f 
Sapkenwa –  Bori  road; 
dualisation of Slaughter 
–  Tra n s  A m a d i  –  G a r -
ris on road;  dualisation 
o f  E l e l e n w o  –  A k p a j o 
road; dualisation of Oil 
mill  -  Woji  –  Elelenwo 
– Akpajo Road; dualisa-
t i o n  o f  P ro f e s s o r  Ta m 
David West (Obiri-Ikw-
erre – Airport) road; the 
A n d o n i - O p o b o  ( U n i t y ) 
road; and internal road 
network in Ab onnema 
i n  A k u k u  To r u  L o c a l 
Government Area, Ama-
di-Ama in Port Harcourt 
Local Government Area, 
Okochiri in Okrika Local 
Government Area, Elele, 
and Isiokp o in Ikwerre 
Local Government Area, 
among others. He men-
t i o n e d  s e ve r a l  o t h e r s 
including the Mile One 
Market Phase 2, cinema 
at  P l e a s u r e  Pa r k ,  a n d 
jetties in the creeks. “In 
addition,  we shall  als o 
start some new projects, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  W o m e n 
Development Centre the 
new world-class inter-
national conference cen-
tre, and roads.”

T h e  g o v e r n o r  m e n -
t i o n e d  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n 
to  thes e crit ical  infra-
structure thus; “A total 
portfolio of N90 billion 
and N35 billion (making 

N 1 2 5 b i l l i o n )  h a s  b e e n 
allocated to the Ministry 
of Works and the Special 
Projects Bureau respec-
tively to fund the deliv-
ery of capital projects in 
this year’s budget.”

The governor is  sus-
taining the tempo in ed-
ucation too and allocated 
N50billion to the sector 
mainly to continue mas-
sive rehabilitation proj-
ects in schools. Whereas 
Amae chi  c onc entrate d 
i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e n -
tirely new schools, Wike 
is bent on rehabilitation 
of old ones. He said: “For 
us, all children deserve 
quality e ducation that 
will prepare them for a 
better future. Our plan 
t h e re fo re  i s  t o  e n s u re 
that every public school 
i s  o f  h i g h  qu a l i t y  a n d 
we have since started to 
take the necessary steps 
to achieve this objective. 
For instanc e,  last year, 
we invested significant 
s u m s  o f  m o n e y  t o  r e -
vamp and reposition the 
education sector.”

Conclusion:
With either N510bil-

l i o n  i f  r e a l i s e d  o r 
N300billion that is sur-
e r,  R i ve r s  S t at e  c o u l d 
pursue higher levels of 
p ro s p e r i t y  a n d  h a p p i -
ness. The problem could 
b e  i f  the  two p ol i t ical 
c a m p s  ( P D P  a n d  A P C ) 
and their  leaders  who 
want to capture p ower 
fo r  t h e  m a s s e s  w o u l d 
give heed to the yearn-
ings of the same masses; 
cry for peace. The politi-
cal combatants would be 
in the primaries in their 
various parties though 
with a bigger eye against 
each other. It they would 
pursue their ambitions 
without destroying the 
l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  a n d  a l -
low the 2018 fiscal plan 
to be implemented, the 
much needed prosperity 
would not b e far from 
the state.

APC leaders say Wike 
has no sound economic 
blueprint; Wike says his 
projects touch the lives 
of the ordinary people. 
B o t h  m a y  b e  c o r r e c t . 
The state seems faced by 
a ‘great blueprint’  that 
never was and an ‘poor 
plan’ in operation that is 
delivering projects.



Strengthening cabinet ahead 
2019 polls: The Ambode strategy

I
n a couple of months, politi-
cians and political parties 
would be getting cracking.  
Already, government at dif-
ferent levels- federal, state 

and grassroots are strategising 
to take advantage of the political 
space ahead of the 2019 general 
elections.

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) last 
week released the timetable for 
the elections which is believed 
would be one of the most keenly 
contested ever seen between 
the two major political parties- 
opposition People Democratic 
Party (PDP) and the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC).

At the federal level, gover-
nance is seen slowed down as 
politics begins to take the cen-
tre stage, with groups already 
launching subtle campaigns, 
and members of the National 
Assembly cross-carpeting across 
political parties where they be-
lieve their fortunes and chances 
would be better enhanced in the 
2019 contests.

Across political divides, argu-
ments and counter arguments 
are rife as to why incumbent 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
should re-contest. There are 
schools thought that believe 
that the president has waged 
relentless war against monstrous 
corruption that had eaten deep 
into the national economy, and 
on this basis, should be given 
the opportunity to continue the 
beyond 2019.

For others, however, such 
narrative is mere rambling for a 
president who promised so much 
and delivered so little. The anti-
Buhari groups believe that the 
president has disappointed mil-
lions of Nigerians who expected 
a ‘messiah’ that would not only 
clean the ‘mess’ of the previous 
administrations, but also chart 
a new economic and political 
direction for the Africa’s biggest 
economy. And on the basis, they 
argue that Nigeria needs a breed 
of politicians come 2019.

Across the states, similar ar-
guments are playing out mostly 
between the two rival parties. 
Two weeks ago, the Lagos State 
chapter of PDP and the rul-
ing APC were on each other’s 
throats.  While the PDP had 
boosted that it would send the 
incumbent governor, Akinwun-
mi Ambode packing from the 
Lagos House, Alausa.  The APC, 
on the other hand, dismissed the 
PDP’s outburst as infantile.

Abdul-Hakeem Abdul-La-
teef, the state’s commissioner 
for Home Affairs, contended 
that Ambode having done very 

well, would enjoy a consensus 
endorsement across political 
divides in 2019, and as such, 
it would amount to a waste of 
national resources to conduct 
elections in states where there 
are no oppositions to incumbent 
governors who have performed 
to the delight of the electorate. 
There was also the report that over 
1,500 members of the opposition 
had defected to the ruling APC in 
the state.

The PDP state’s secretary, Tao-
fik Gani, whose party won eight 
State House of Assembly and six 
House of Representatives’ seats in 
the 2015 general elections, in an 
immediate reaction, described the 
report of the defection “as outra-
geous propaganda”, and vowed 
that 2019 would be the end of the 
APC-led government in Lagos.

Taofik Gani, the publicity sec-
retary of the PDP said: “Let it be 
known that Ambode will not 
contest in 2019 because as soon as 
we start our own game, even the 
APC leaders would think twice to 
endorse him.”  

“The cosmetic projects will not 
be adequate to save APC from 
monumental defeat in 2019. No 
wonder the APC is obviously 
jittery over the governorship elec-
tion that they are already using 
Lagos tax payers’ money to spon-
sor Ambode’s re-election bid by 
organising various group supports.”

The PDP also called on the INEC 
to disqualify Governor Ambode for 
the 2019 elections on the ground 
that he had commenced his cam-
paign while the commission was 
yet to lift ban on the exercise. The 
party, while making the call, said it 
hinged it on the self confession of 
a group ‘Itesiwaju ipinle Eko Van-
guard’ led by one Seyi Bamigbade 
that the group organised a recent 

3 million-man-march for Governor 
Ambode’s reelection in 2019. It de-
scribed the act as against the rule 
of the game, urging both the INEC 
and the police to speak out on it, 
else it would deem that the 2019 
Lagos governorship election was 
already rigged for APC.

On its part, the APC dismissed 
the PDP’s diatribe, saying Gover-
nor Ambode would not be dis-
tracted.

Abdul-Lateef, said: “I want to 
assure Lagosians that Governor 
Ambode will not be distracted by 
the PDP. The governor will not be 
distracted by political lilliputians 
whose current retrogression has 
compelled them to operate as dys-
functional silos.”

Speaking further, he said: “Akin-
wunmi Ambode is irrevocably 
committed to the completion of 
all on-going projects in the state. 
He has presented before the Lagos 
State House of Assembly a budget 
size of N1.046 trillion worth, the 
size of about nine states of the 
federation.”

He added that: “Where does he 
(Ambode) have the time to respond 
to them having committed himself 
to the completion of Agege Pen-
Cinema flyover in nine months? 
He has said the Oshodi world 
class transport interchange which 
comprises of pedestrian bridges, 
shopping malls, CCTVs, which 
will regenerate Oshodi into be-
coming a world class business 
district, will soon be completed.

“Where does he have the 
time to respond to worthless 
statement from a failed party 
when he has committed himself 
to the completion of the Oshodi 
International Airport Road in 
15 months? Governor Ambode 
is busy looking for how to build 
four stadia in the four regions of 
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Also, the redeployment of 
Samuel Adejare from the min-
istry of Environment is seen as 
a strategic decision by Governor 
Ambode to breathe new life into 
the environmental sector and 
accelerate the pace of imple-
mentation of the Cleaner Lagos 
Initiative (CLI) to rid the state of 
filth as the 2019 elections draw 
closer.

Ambode is also seen seeking 
to raise the bar in the physical 
planning and urban develop-
ment architecture of the state 
with the exiting of Wasiu Ani-
fowoshe, former commissioner 
in the ministry of Physical 
Planning and Urban Develop-
ment, and the redeployment 
of Rotimi Ogunleye, from the 
ministry of Commerce, Industry 
and Cooperatives to take charge 
of the physical planning sector 
for better service delivery.

Steve Ayorinde, erstwhile 
commissioner for Information 
and Strategy, now redeployed to 
the ministry of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture, not only has passion for 
the development of the tourism 
sector of the state, as an out-
standing journalist and former 
editor and managing director of 
different national newspapers, 
Ayorinde, it is believed would 
leverage on his long standing re-
lationship with musicians, actors 
and actresses to mobilise supports 
for the government.

Before the cabinet reshuffle, 
a few ministries had been with-
out substantive commissioners. 
These include transport; tour-
ism, arts and culture; works 
and infrastructure while the 
ministries of finance and eco-
nomic planning and budget was 
manned by one commissioner, 
Akinyemi Ashade.

To ensure that the gaps are 
bridged and the various min-
istries effectively manned and 
made to deliver services to the 
people of the state, the gover-
nor made new appointments, 
bringing in Hakeem Fahm, as 
commissioner of Science and 
Technology. Fahm, a brilliant 
politician and former chairman 
of Surulere local government 
area, takes over from Femi Odu-
biyi, who was dropped. Also ap-
pointed afresh is Ladi Lawanson, 
as commissioner for transport; 
Segun Banjo, as commissioner of 
economic planning and budget; 
Olayinka Oladunjoye, a former 
commissioner for education 
in the former administration 
of Babatunde Fashola, to take 
charge of commerce, industry 
and cooperatives, while Hakeem 
Sulaiman is brought in as special 
adviser on communities and 
communications.

the state,” the commissioner said.
Joe Igbokwe, the publicity 

secretary of the APC in Lagos, 
also reacted. According to Igbok-
we, Governor Ambode’s perfor-
mance alone had endeared his 
administration to the indigenes 
and others across the federation. 
He argued that the PDP stood 
no chance of contesting against 
Ambode in 2019 governorship 
poll.

But while the rival parties 
continue to engage themselves, 
Ambode is not taking chances.  
Last week, the governor carried 
out a major cabinet reshuffle in 
which he dropped three mem-
bers of his executive council, re-
deployed others and appointed 
five new commissioners to 
strengthened governmental 
machinery.  The governor’s ac-
tion seen in the political circle as 
repositioning the government 
ahead of the 2019 elections, saw 
to the appointment and rede-
ployment of Kehinde Bamig-
betan, an astute journalist cum 
politician from the ministry of 
Local Government and Commu-
nity Affairs, as special adviser, 
to the ministry of Information 
and Strategy, as commissioner. 
Before his appointment in 2015 
as special adviser, Bamigbetan 
had served as chief press sec-
retary to the former governor 
of Lagos State, Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu and later as chairman 
of Ejigbo Local Council Develop-
ment Area (LCDA). It is believed 
that the government would 
be needing the experience of 
Bamigbetan in information 
management and projection of 
the achievements of Ambode, 
having worked at senior edito-
rial levels in a number of media 
organisations before going into 

Ambode
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T
he recurring cases 
of extra-budgetary 
s p e n d i n g  a m o n g 
various Ministries, 
D epartments  and 

Agencies (MDAs) during the 
o n g o i n g  s c r ut i n y  o f  2 0 1 7 
budget implementation are 
s u ff i c i e n t  p o i n t e r s  t o  t h e 
other endemic financial im-
propriety in the public ser-
vice. Of course, it permeates 
the entire system. 

A  f o r t h n i g h t  a g o ,  t h e 
blame was attributed to the 
IPPIS, but it is now evident 
that human factors play very 
significant role in the entire 
deal. I imagine how the com-
puter will generate and allot 
millions and billions of naira 
to  unknown the names or 
ghost workers. At one of the 
engagements with a former 
Auditor General of the Fed-
eration, he alluded to the fact 
that the new financial system 
cal le d IPPIS  is  f lawe d and 
could be used as conduit pipe 
for slush fund. All of these 
emerging facts are pointers to 
the laxity in reducing the cost 
of governance and endemic 
corruption in the system. 

This high-dreaded corrup-
tion must be tackled beyond 
the rhetorics from the sitting 
administration. Imagine the 
incapacitation of the Auditor 
General of the Federation to 
carry out its statutory func-
tions on all the MDAs. If the 

A G F  o ff i c e  i s  a d e qu at e l y 
funded, then we can breath 
a sigh of relief but with less 
than a billion naira budget, 
n o t h i n g  c a n  b e  a c h i e ve d 
b y  t h e  A G F,  c o n s i d e r i n g 
t h e  e n o r m o u s  w o r k  t o  b e 
done within and outside the 
shores of this country.

D u r i n g  t h e  b u d g e t  d e -
fence, the House Committee 
on Interior also placed the 
sum of N1.4 billion revenue 
generate d by Fe deral Min-
istry of Interior in 2017 un-
der further inquiry. Adams 
Jagaba, chairman and mem-
bers of the House Committee 
on Interior who passed the 
resolution during 2017/2018 
budget defence held at the 
National Assembly complex, 
Abuja ,  sp e cif ical ly chide d 
the Ministry over “deliberate 
c onc ealment of  internally 
generated revenue (IGR), by 
the Federal Ministry of Inte-
rior for failing to include it in 
its 2017 budget performance 
report.”

T h e  l a w m a k e r s  a l s o 
frowne d at  duplication of 
some line items which were 
pro cure d in 2017 financial 
year such as computers and 
other accessories and threat-
ened to give zero allocation 
to the Ministry’s for its over-
head expenditure in the 2018 
budget proposal, if it fails to 
provide details of the rev-
enue realized in 2017.

Also during the just con-
cluded legislative week, the 
H o u s e  o f  Re p re s e n t at i ve s 
u nve i l e d  p l a n s  t o  l a u n c h 
investigation into $21 billion 
(ab out N7.6 tril l ion)  crude 
oil revenue allegedly lost to 
International Oil Companies 
(IOCs) sequel to non-imple-
m e n t at i o n  o f  P r o d u c t i o n 
Sharing Contract (PSC). The 
A d - h o c  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h 
is  exp e cte d to b e s et up is 
to investigate the operation 
of the Inland Basin Produc-
tion Sharing Contract  and 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) and also 
to  re quire the Minister  of 
Pe t ro l e u m  Re s o u rc e s ,  I b e 
Kachikwu to provide details 
o f  f i n a n c i a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s 
between the NNPC and the 
IOCs during the period when 
the losses were incurred.

In a related development, 
the Adhoc Committee inves-
tigating the review of pump 
p r i c e  o f  P r e m i u m  M o t o r 
Spirit (PMS) has invited Ibe 
Kachikwu, Minister of State 
f o r  P e t r o l e u m  Re s o u r c e s 
o ve r  t h e  d i s c re p a n c i e s  i n 
the price of Premium Motor 
Spirit (PMS) sold to some oil 
marketers.

Documents available to the 
Ad-hoc Committee showed 
that Petroleum Pricing Mar-
keting Company (PPMC) sold 
PMS to some oil marketers at 
N117.28 per litre below the 

approve d pric e of  N133.96 
per litre.

Similarly,  Go dwin Eme-
fiele ,  Governor of  Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) is also 
expected to provide relevant 
documents on the forex al-
location given to the 48 oil 
marketers for imp ortation 
o f  P M S  b e t w e e n  O c t o b e r 
and December, 2017. Other 
stakeholders invited by the 
Ad-hoc Committee are: Ebok 
Ekwe Ibas ,  Chief  of  Naval 
Staff ;  Hame e d Alli ,  Comp-
trol ler  G eneral  of  Nigeria 
Customs Service; Abdulkadir 
Umar, Executive Secretary of 
Petroleum Pro duct Pricing 
Regulatory Agency (PPPRA); 
DPR Director as well as Gen-
eral Manager Crude & Mar-
keting Department.

In another development, 
the House is to investigate 
t h e  a ut h o r i s at i o n  o f  o ve r 
N300 billion on subsidy pay-
ment between January and 
December, 2017. Concerned 
by the l ingering challeng-
es on fuel scarcity rocking 
the country, the lawmakers 
urged the Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) to make provi-
sion for subsidy payment in 
the 2018 Appropriation bill, 
if it is interested in continu-
i n g  w i t h  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f 
subsidy on PMS.

The House also took time 
to consider an investigative 
rep ort on the $260.67 mil-

l ion c ontract  awarde d by 
National Petroleum Invest-
ment Management Services 
(NAPIMS) to re-award the 
$ 2 6 0 . 6 7  m i l l i o n  c o n t ra c t 
unjustifiably. According to 
the resolution passed by the 
Hous e,  NAPIMS was man-
dated to re-award the con-
tract to the Nigeria company, 
Tilone Subsea Limited.

The Committee observed 
that the $260 million con-
tract was allegedly awarded 
by National Petroleum In-
vestment Management Ser-
vices (NAPIMS), a subsidiary 
of the Nigerian National Pe-
troleum Corporation (NNPC) 
in violation of due process 
and without approval from 
both the NNPC’s board and 
the Corporation’s Group Ex-
ecutive Committee (GEC),” in 
line with extant laws.

Ongoing budget defence, pointer to endemic corruption 
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O
n this column last 
week, I pointed out 
that following the 
release of the time-
table and schedule 

of activities for the 2019 gen-
eral elections, there would be in-
trigues and politically-motivated 
motions in the Senate.

And rightly so, this was the 
scenario that played out at the 
resumption of plenary by the 
upper legislative chamber last 
week.

When the Senior S p e cial 
Assistant to the President on 
National  Ass embly Matters 
(Senate), Ita Enang, argued that 
this was the best ever relation-
ship between the Senate and the 
Executive, he never envisaged 
what would befall his principal 
few days later.

From all political divides, 
federal lawmakers tacitly passed 
a vote of no confidence in Presi-

dent Muhammadu Buhari, es-
pecially in the handling of the 
unending farmers-herdsmen 
clashes in various parts of the 
country.

There are so many missteps 
as far as the President’s han-
dling of the crisis is concerned. 
These include the endorsement 
of the President for second term 
by seven governors of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC), the 
visit of Benue State leaders to the 
Villa rather than the other way 
round, refusal of the President 
to declare Fulani herdsmen as a 
terrorist organisation, inability 
to hurriedly deploy the army to 
the area like in the case of the 
South East.

I also share in the argument 
of commentators who believe 
the setting up of a committee 
headed by Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo to resolve the matter 
is not only diversionary but 
abdication of responsibilities as 
the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces has become like 
Emperor Nero who fiddled while 
Rome burned.

As it stands, the Senate has 
taken over the shine off the 
Executive arm of government 
as far as handling of the issue is 
concerned. For instance, mem-
bers of the Ad-hoc Committee 
on Security Infrastructure cut 
short their recess and paid an on-
the-spot assessment visit to the 

state. Also, a National Security 
Summit to address the insecurity 
challenges in various parts of the 
country is set to hold in the next 
two weeks.

Unfortunately, we have come 
to a point in the nation’s demo-
cratic exp erience where the 
National Assembly has taken 
over the roles of the Executive, 
which in turn trades in buck-
passing. From the 14 economic 
recovery bills, proposed National 
Security Summit, Nigeria Fi-
nancial Intelligence Agency Bill 
meant to address the country’s 
suspension from Egmont Group, 
investigation of the recall of the 
dismissed chairman of the Presi-
dential Task Team on Pension 
Reforms, Abdulrasheed Maina, 
into the Federal Civil Service, the 
National Assembly has assumed 
the role of the Executive.

Of the more than 30 interven-
tions by lawmakers in the three 
legislative days last week, Shehu 
Sani, chairman, Senate Commit-
tee on Local and Foreign Debts, 
made the most brilliant submis-
sion I have ever listened to in 
recent times in plenary.

The outspoken senator stated 
this on Tuesday on the floor of 
the Senate while debating a re-
port of the Ad-hoc Committee on 
Security Infrastructure.

The Kaduna Central senator 
accused members of the Ahmad 
Lawan-led panel of playing to 

the gallery rather than confront 
President Buhari on the killings 
across the country because they 
want to be re-elected in 2019. 
While stressing that this is not 
the time to be diplomatic or 
politically correct, he wondered 
why the committee referred to 
the Federal Government, instead 
of calling out President Buhari, 
who is the Commander-in-Chief.

“This is not the time for di-
plomacy and courtesy. This is 
the time to provide leadership 
for a nation that is  in a na-
tional emergency and national 
distrust.  There is something 
that I like with the presidency. 
When it comes to the issue of 
dire cting attacks to the Na-
tional Assembly, they do not 
in any way curtail, reduce or 
suppress any of the missiles. 
But when it comes to our turn 
to point the finger where the 
problem is, you will see some 
form of cowardice, escapism 
and people who try to water-
down issues.

“In the report that was pre-
sented to us, ‘Federal Govern-
ment’  was mentione d ab out 
seven times. The security of 
this country is under the di-
rect control of the President. 
W hy  a re  yo u  s hy i n g  a w ay 
from calling on the President 
to wake up and stand up to the 
challenge of prote cting this 
country?

“Things are not going right in 
this country and we are failing. 
People are dying in their thou-
sands, kidnappings, bloodshed in 
their thousands from Zamfara to 
Kaduna to Taraba to Benue to Pla-
teau to Nasarawa State. We are all 
here shifting blames and trying to 
evade the truth. We can’t solve this 
problem. Nigerian political class 
and politicians are more interested 
in the 2019 general election than 
the lives of our people.

“From the executive, legisla-
ture and state governors, people 
are more interested about the 
INEC timetable. We can’t solve 
this problem if we see everything 
through ethno-religious lens. 
There must be a clear distinction 
between armed herdsmen who 
must be confronted frontally and 
Fulani cattle rearers, but we are 
not doing that.

“We have reached a point 
that people have lost hope in 
the government. We are here 
trying to massage egos; we do 
not want to confront the Pres-
ident because people want to 
come back to the 9th Senate. 
They do not want to lose their 
tickets while people are being 
killed in this country”.

At the end of the debate, 
lawmakers gave the Inspector 
General of Police, Ibrahim Idris 
14-day ultimatum to arrest the 
perpetrators of the recent kill-
ings in Benue State.

Like Emperor Nero, Buhari fiddles while Nigeria burns



Entropy loss: Myth or reality?
…Mechanical engineers square up against roadside mechanics over whether or not switching off cars at traffic jams saves petrol

D
espite traffic lighting sys-
tem in the Garden City of 
Port Harcourt, the Rivers 
State capital, vehicular 
traffic is getting heavier 

by the day, thereby slowing move-
ments with high frustration levels.

Drivers now switch off their cars 
at hold-ups ostensibly to save fuel, 
especially in the heat of fuel crisis. 
The question however is, does this 
practice save any fuel, has any driver 
tried to find out how much fuel is 
saved from switching off?

For in Port Harcourt, starting a 
15-minute journey from Rumuola 
Junction to Lagos Bus Stop and vice 
versa in the city of Port Harcourt, one 
may likely observe frequent breaks 
or stops arising from the use of traffic 
lights positioned at road intersections 
on the route.

They include traffic lights at Hotel 
Presidential, GRA Junction Aba Road, 
Waterlines, UTC and Lagos Bus Stop.

However, it has been observed that 
at each traffic light at road junctions, 
commercial and private motor drivers 
switch off their car engines, which ac-
cording to them, is to reduce or econo-
mise fuel consumption. Evidence also 
abounds that some people switch off 
air conditioner (AC) in their cars for 
same reason.

Those who do so are supported by 
roadside mechanics and so they relax 
in the belief that they had performed 
a feat, but a former fighter pilot and 
aero-mechanical engineer, Nonye 
Emmanuel Ordu-Obuah, said such 
practice is done in ignorance of the 
dynamics required in the operation 
of an engine.

According to him, each time a 
driver jolts a car engine to start the 
car, he mounts so much pressure on 
kick starter, battery and the entire 
workings of the engine.

He said: “When you say you are 
trying to save fuel, you switch off the 
car and the car goes back to zero. You 
are going to start again when the traf-
fic lights give you green indication. By 
so doing you are labouring the engine 
to start.”

He said the car needs fuel and oxy-
gen which he called ‘charge’ to start in 
addition to battery and other internal 
mechanisms, pointing out that start-
ing a car again means putting another 
kind of stress on the key starter and 
all the bearings of the car.

“If a key starter was designed to 
make ten (10) starts (hypothetically 
speaking) and you have already done 
eight, the fuel consumption which 
an ignorant driver claims to have 
saved is a waste because you have 
succeeded in pumping more fuel (if 
carefully measured) to start the car 
all over.”

On switching off of the car air-con-

16 C002D5556SUNDAYBD  Sunday 21 January 2018

Feature

ditioner as well, the retired squadron 
leader explained that the thermody-
namic energy use which he called en-
tropy loss is infinitesimally negligible. 
He debunked the erroneous impres-
sion that if you are driving with air 
conditioner on, there will be more 
fuel consumption than necessary.

The retired fighter-pilot insists 
that the energy or entropy loss is 
far too negligible for one to subject 
oneself to such hardship; explaining 
that the manufacturer of the car has 
put into consideration the use of air 
conditioner, engine capacity, energy 
or entropy use during the engineer-
ing design, adding that such attitude 
is not necessary. “When a car was 
being built, the manufacturer took 
cognizance of everything,” he said.

According to him, excessive fuel 
consumption may arise when a car 
is not using the original engine that 

It is those who studied petro-
leum or mechanical engineer-
ing that can calculate all those 

things but we the roadside 
mechanics, we cannot oh!”
....because of fuel consump-

tion, we put off our cars. When 
there is hold-up, if you don’t 
put off the engine, it is like 

when the motor is still moving. 
So, when we switch off, every-

thing about the motor is off.

came with it when it was manufac-
tured and purchased.

A car with factory-fitted engine 
and air-conditioner does not consume 
fuel so much that you need to switch 
off in every three minutes a traffic 
light may last.

In contrast, however, two roadside 
mechanics who simply gave their 
names as Monday and Michael said 
switching off of car engine as well as 
car air-conditioner is to save fuel.

It is, however, worthy of note that 
Monday, one of the road side mechan-
ics, admitted that he did not know the 
effect of such practice on the work-
ings on engines.

“It is those who studied petroleum 
or mechanical engineering that can 
calculate all those things but we the 
roadside mechanics, we cannot oh!”

Monday continues thus: “Because 
of fuel consumption, we put off our 
cars. When there is hold-up, if you 
don’t put off the engine, it is like when 
the motor is still moving. So, when 
we switch off, everything about the 
motor is off.”

One driver who spoke under ano-
nymity corroborated, saying: “When 
I reach traffic if the hold-up is much 
I put off my engine to conserve fuel. 
There will be nothing like pressure 
on my engine”.

In Port Harcourt, like most other 
cities, movement is very crucial, and 
this remains strategic to human exis-
tence especially in search of greener 
pasture, safety, reproduction and also 
for recreation or leisure.

In Port Harcourt, this movement 
could be done through land, sea and 
air as well as by rail. The city has of-

ten produced the nation’s transport 
minister.

Transport, be it on land, sea or air, 
motor, train, ship and aircraft used 
where necessary are powered by one 
form of energy or the other.

In Nigeria and Rivers State in par-
ticular, it is common knowledge that 
road transport is used predominantly 
connecting the country-side to urban 
centres, conveying commuters and 
goods to various destinations.

The city of Port Harcourt, capital 
of Rivers State, is one city adorned 
with good road network more so un-
der the administration of Governor 
Nyesom Wike who is also known as 
‘Mr. Project’.

Interestingly, traffic lights are sited 
at road intersections to bring about 
orderliness as a signalling device to 
motorists and pedestrians by indicat-
ing when it may be safe to drive, ride 
or walk using universal colour code.

At this juncture, it may be perti-
nent for car owners, auto-mechanics 
and drivers of commercial and private 
cars alike to re-consider their belief 
that switching a car at traffic hold up 
saves anything. Instead, it may cost 
more to a vehicle.

This is because entropy loss may 
at best be a myth and not a reality. 
Experts say there is more to loss by 
frequent switching off than gain in 
saving fuel. Knowledge, like light, 
drives away the darkness of igno-
rance.

 Sika is a Harcourt-based journalist and 
public affairs analyst bscommunica-
tion@yahoo.com)

BARIDON SIKA, Port Harcourt  
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I want them to 
relocate us or give us 

official permission 
to use here. Look at 

my son (pointing at a 
young man in his mid 
twenties), he helps me 

sell here. From here 
he pays school fees 

and helps himself. If 
I stop he may engage 
in other things that 
may not be good for 

him and society

INNOCENT IWARA, PORT HARCOURT

Business behind the ‘Umbrella Colony’

T
h e  m u l t i - c o l o u r e d  u m -
brellas are back to their 
threshold. As always, they 
trail as far as the railway 
track go es .  Yet ,  only in 

April last year, bulldozers, smoke, 
and threats of arrest sent the petty 
hustlers and their umbrellas packing, 
with the possible intention of hav-
ing them return no more. So, what 
exactly goes on behind the coloured 
shades?

Kingdom Benjamin Amaechi’s busi-
ness is one of the 17 million or 99.87 
p erc ent of all  unregistere d micro, 
small and medium enterprises (SMSE) 
in Nigeria, according to the Bank of 
Industry. Every morning, Amaechi 
wakes up, takes his bath and brushes 
his teeth. Then he locks up his door 
and sprints to the popular Flyover/
Railway Market at Mile One, Diobu, 
in Port Harcourt. Under the shade 
of a large umbrella, with steel wire 
overlaid on vertically-pinned wooden 
partitions separating him from his 
neighbours, Amaechi displays cheap 
homemade (“Aba-made”) shoes and 
proceeds to shout at passers-by as 
potential buyers.

For him, beyond doing business to 
keep body and soul together, merely 
leaving the house and having some-
where to sp end the day stays his 
hands from social vices. “I lock up my 
door every morning, knowing that I 
am going somewhere to hustle,” the 
26-year-old said.

“Based on how things are in this 
country, because of this thing I am 
doing, I cannot go to the creeks and 
start criminality”, he added  Illegally 
o c c u p i e d  b ut  e c o n o m i c a l l y  v i t a l 
Amaechi is not alone. The Railway 
Market plays host to thousands of 
petty traders who deal on different 
assortments of wares - from wear-
ables to cosmetics, from perishable 
food items to a host of others.

Mbah Eze, 55, is one of those who 
support the livelihood of his family 
by trading on fairly used clothing at 
the market.

“There are over 1000 traders in 
this market.  It  is therefore a very 
important place for us. The majority 
of the people here are small income 
earners, and you know government is 
talking about self-employment. There 
are people who are not naturally bad, 
but when they don’t have a place like 
this to engage, they get into illegal 
activities.  But if you give them op-
portunity to use this place, you have 
saved yourself something, security-
wise, and you have indirectly created 
employment,” Eze said.

He went on: “As a person, I have 
a wife and four children. From here 
I earn a little income and because 
business has been bad, the day I have 
surplus I plan myself with that and 
reserve a little knowing that it may 
not come another day because every 
day is not Christmas.”

Despite the market constituting an 
important economic hub for the likes 
of Amaechi and Eze, it remains an 

How the makeshift market sucks away over 1000 persons from crime

Railway market

illegal settlement, given that traders 
were never given formal approval by 
government to use the place. This is 
more so as traders, most times, display 
their  wares c overing the railway 
track, only to scurry them off when a 
train is approaching. Authorities say 
this constitutes risk to lives.

Bulldozers, fire, and threats
Favour Kalu, last year, then a stu-

dent of Abia State University, was on 
her way back from where she was 
undergoing her internship, at about 
s even o’clo ck in the evening.  She 
was heading towards the base of the 
flyover where she hoped to board a 
vehicle home when she was attacked 

by more than 15 young men who came 
out from the market.

“They collected my hand bag con-
taining my two smart phones, some 
money, my school identity card and 
other valuables,” the 23-year old said.

Sequel to reports that the market 
had become a den of thieves as experi-
enced by Favour Kalu, plus countless 
umbrellas becoming an eyesore and 
other risk factors involved in trading 
on a railway track, in April last year, 
the bulldozers des c ende d hard on 
concrete and metal containers that 
served as shops to some traders at 
the market.

Umbrellas and trading tables were 
garnered and set ablaze. Threats of 
arrest followe d s camp ering p etty 
traders. It was an act carried out by 
officials of the Urban and Regional 
Planning by the orders of the state 
governor, Nyesom Wike.

Though the umbrellas are back and 
makeshift shops gradually reappear-
ing in defiance to government’s warn-
ings against this, traders now operate 
under intense and continuous fear. 
“This place is no longer safe again. 
Since the government demolished our 
shops we no longer leave behind our 
goods. At the end of the day’s trading, 
we pack our goods and look for some-
one who lives around and pay the 
person to keep our goods. Also, there 
are a lot of boys hanging around here 
to steal. They even collect customers’ 
phones, bags and jewelry in the day 
time. That’s why market is no longer 
moving because a lot of people don’t 
return after they are robbed,” said 52-
year old Priscilla Dominic who deals 
on women’s weave-on.

Who eats all the money?
Despite the market said to be ‘il-

legally occupied’, traders alleged that 
they are being exorbitantly charged 
by some people posing as officials 
from the state Ministry of Environ-
ment in c ollab oration with p olic e 
officers at the flyover police station 
and chairman of the market to force 
traders to pay the sum of N1000 every 
Friday. Traders are made to believe 
that the monies go to the Port Har-
court City Council, despite receipts 
not being issued to the traders upon 
payment.

An angry trader said: “Because the 
government has not given official 
approval to use here, some people 
bank on that to make money. They 
call it “maintenance fee” and we pay 
N1000 every Friday, but they don’t 
issue tickets or receipts. We know 
the money doesn’t get to the govern-
ment, but they liaise with the police, 
particularly p olic e offic ers at the 
flyover police station and the market 
chairman to collect the money.”

“We have no option. If you refuse 
to pay, they would seize your goods 
by force,” said another trader.

Amaechi, Eze, Dominic and others 
are, however, calling on the govern-
ment to either relocate the traders to 
a government-approved area where 
they can trade without intimidation 
or the government should approve of 
their using the flyover market and le-
gally collect revenue from the traders.

“I want them to relocate us or give 
us official permission to use here. 
Look at my son (pointing at a young 
man in his mid twenties), he helps me 
sell here. From here he pays school 
fees and helps himself. If I stop he 
may engage in other things that may 
not be good for him and society,” said 
Dominic.



Governor Henry Seriake Dickson
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Bayelsa: Finishing strong on 
development, stability and prosperity

T
he 2018 budget estimates of Bay-
elsa State is unique for the simple 
reason that it encapsulates the first 
step of Governor Henry Seriake 
Dickson’s pragmatic approach to 

the development of the state in the last two 
years of his second tenure and has a capital 
vote component that is about 50 percent of 
the total budget figure.

Christened ‘Finishing Strong on Devel-
opment, Stability and Prosperity 1’, it gives 
an insight into how the state government 
aims to tackle the various developmental 
challenges which the governor identified as 
“critical areas that our government planned 
as foundation for the greatness of our state.”

The 2018 Budget estimates of N295.2 
billion therefore addresses many of the 
critical issues in these areas which include 
education, healthcare, economic expansion, 
agriculture, tourism and investment in infra-
structure by allocating appropriate funds for 
various signature projects.

As Governor Dickson noted while pre-
senting the budget estimates to the state 
House of Assembly, the year 2017 was a 
groundbreaking year and very challenging 
due to the state of the national economy and 
poor earnings, but Bayelsa State was able to 
move on to very solid ground.

The revenue projections for the total 
2018 budget of N295,203,033,453.00 (an 
increase of N73.923 billion or 33.41 percent 
over the N221.28 billion 2017 budget) are 
statutory allocation of N200,009,320,110.00 
or 67.75 percent, value added tax (VAT) of 
N8,506,137,593.00 or 2.88 percent, internally 
generated revenue (IGR) of N24,000,000,000 
or 8.13 percent and capital receipts of 
N62,687,575,750 or 21.24 percent.

Recurrent expenditure is put at N146.616 
billion which is N11.656 billion more than the 
2017 figure of N136.96 billion: of the amount, 
personnel cost would gulp N48,015,849,073 
or 16.27 percent of the budget, overhead cost 
is estimated at N42,576,004,000 or 14.42 per-
cent, consolidated revenue fund charges of 
N58,024,000,000 or 19.66 percent while capi-
tal expenditure is N146,587,180,380 or 49.66 
percent, which is an increase of 73.85 percent 
over the N84.317 billion capital vote for 2017.

What this indicates is that the state 
government would expend nearly half of 
the budget on infrastructure, which is a 
shift towards acceptable global budgetary 
practice unlike in the past when recurrent 
expenditure took more than a fair share of 
the annual budgets.

However, of the N58,024,000,000 bud-
geted for consolidated revenue fund charges, 
payment of pensions and gratuities would 
take N6,000,000,000, public debt charges, 
N24,000,000,000, transfer to G32 or rural 
development authorities is N3,510,000,000, 
transfer to local government pension 
board, N514,000,000 and others includ-
ing deductions by FAAC to the tune of 
N24,000,000,000.

From the above, pensioners in the state 
have cause to smile as it is easily deducible 
that the government of Governor Dickson 
is set to meet its obligations to pensioners as 
a whooping N6.0 billion is being earmarked 
for the payment pension and gratuities to 
civil servants with another component of 
N3.51 billion and N514 million going to the 
G32 and LG Pension Board respectively.

It must also be noted that the state gov-
ernment is set to loose so much to FAAC 
deductions which stand at an estimated N24 
billion: these include the deductions for the 
N50 billion loan, over payments of 13 per-

cent derivation to other states, deductions for 
foreign loans and commercial agricultural 
schemes among others.

However, the most exciting aspect of the 
budget is its huge capital outlay of N146.59 
billion which is being earmarked to fund ma-
jor capital projects including roads, schools, 
hospitals and other projects in the tourism, 
power, agriculture and trade and industry.

Over the past few years, the state govern-
ment has taken strong steps to advance the 
three senatorial roads from Nembe to Brass 
in the east, Yenagoa to Oporoma in the Cen-
tral Senatorial District and from Sagbama 
to Ekeremor, which is the first stretch of the 
Sagbama-Ekeremor-Agge road in the West 
Senatorial District.

The road from Nembe to Brass looks the 
most challenging of the three as almost all 
of it would be through marshy mangrove 
forests for a distance of over 40 kilometres 
and as Dickson told the lawmakers, the gov-
ernment has “reached tentative agreements 
with some of its development partners and 
intends to bring all of them for final meet-
ings” to begin the award process this year.

On the Yenagoa-Oporoma road, the tar-
get is to get to Oporoma while at the western 
flank, the effort is to take the road to Eker-
emor by the end of the year; and all these 
as well as improvement of the internal road 
network in the capital, Yenagoa in addition 
to completion of some key signature road 
projects such as the Isaac Boro Expressway 
which are of great importance.

There is also the International Cargo 
Airport which is expected to receive its first 
commercial flight this year and the prelimi-
nary works on the very critical Agge Deep 
Seaport project where the Army Engineer-
ing Corps have done initial survey taking 
the allocation for works and infrastructure 
to N36.641 billion.

Aside infrastructure, another area that is 
critical to the state government is education 
where over N50 billion has been expended 
in the past six years and is witnessing iconic 
model secondary schools, constituency 
schools and tertiary institutions which are 
changing the narrative in the state.

The free education policy is now firmly 
rooted and over 5,000 students are “re-
ceiving free, compulsory and qualitative 
education” at no cost to their parents and 

guardians, the Foundation School of the Uni-
versity of Africa has graduated its first set 
of students and all is now set for the degree 
programmes to commence at the university.

A state owned polytechnic is also set 
to take off and Governor Dickson said the 
polytechnic “is to undertake training and 
manpower development at the low and 
middle level, and promote entrepreneurship, 
self development and ultimately prosperity 
in our future leaders.”

Of note is the presence of the Education 
Development Trust Fund which is estab-
lished by law and described by the governor 
as “a dependable and reliable mechanism for 
preserving these educational legacies and 
investments going forward.”

Tertiary institutions would receive grants 
this year, emphasis would be on training and 
retraining of teachers and a new policy on 
education would be introduced which would 
also spell out a staffing policy in all public 
schools in the state as part of efforts to reduce 
wastage and improve standards in addition 
to the constitution of a Teacher Retraining, 
Registration and Certification Board.

In healthcare, Dickson has surpassed 
himself in establishing the diagnostic cen-
tre, Government House Specialist Hospital 
and standard hospitals ranging in capacity 
between 80 and 100 beds in most of the local 
government headquarters and cottage hos-
pitals and health centres as strong base for 
the launching of the health insurance fund.

This resulted in the establishment of the 
health insurance scheme which has captured 
over 300,000 citizens just as civil servants and 
political appointees are already contributing 
towards the scheme which is aimed at ad-
dressing the issue of affordable healthcare for 
vulnerable groups in the society.

Out of the N10billion allocated to the 
health sector, the state Health Team is ex-
pected to work towards ensuring that each 
ward has a functional healthcare facility 
with trained nurses, personnel and accom-
modation for the healthcare workers before 
the end of the year.

As an added boost, the Bayelsa Drug Mart 
and Pharmaceutical Centre is already in 
operation and would reduce the incidence 
of fake and adulterated drugs while mak-
ing available original products at affordable 
prices since the state would be dealing 

directly with drug manufacturers.
In the area of housing and urban devel-

opment, N10 billion is earmarked to build 
houses for civil servants who would be 
given certificate of occupancy in designated 
estates, and in some cases, such housing de-
velopment efforts would be in collaboration 
with the private sector.

Governor Dickson also use the occasion 
of the budget presentation to affirm the posi-
tion of his government on ongoing civil ser-
vice reforms in order to address indiscipline, 
block wastage and leakages while promoting 
professionalism and productivity.

He urged all those who are “suspected 
of not properly being in the system for one 
reason or the other” to feel free to appear be-
fore the Commission of Enquiry as all those 
involved in one category or the other of 
malpractice or misconduct would be shown 
the way out.

In summary, the allocations are Ministry 
of Agriculture, N4.0 billion; Ministry of 
Trade, Industry and Investment, N4.0 billion; 
Ministry of Power, N6.5 billion; Ministry of 
Transport, N3.0 billion; Ministry of Works 
and Infrastructure, N36.641 billion; Ministry 
of Education, N22 billion; Ministry of Health, 
N10 billion; Ministry of Environment, N1.19 
billion and Ministry of Housing & Urban 
Development, N10 billion.

Others are Ministry of Lands and Survey, 
N1.5 billion; Ministry of Sports Develop-
ment, N2.5 billion; Ministry of Community 
Development and Chieftaincy Affairs, N2.5 
billion; Ministry of Budget and Economic 
Planning, N13.103 billion; Ministry of Special 
Projects, N1.5 billion; Ministry of Culture 
and Ijaw National Affairs, N1.5 billion and 
Ministry of Justice, N.64 billion.

Ministry of Special Duties Central Sena-
torial District got N.384 billion; Ministry of 
Special Duties East Senatorial District, N.39 
billion; Ministry of Special Duties West 
Senatorial District, N.379 billion; Ministry 
of Mineral Resources, N.45 billion; Ministry 
of Information, N2.0 billion; Ministry of 
Women Affairs and Social Development, 
N1.2 billion and Ministry of Local Govern-
ment Administration, N1.2 billion.

The others are Ministry of Water Re-
sources, N1.4 billion; Ministry of Youth De-
velopment, N2.0 billion; Ministry of Science 
and Technology and Manpower Develop-
ment, N1.0 billion; Bayelsa State Planning 
and Development Board, N4.0 billion; Min-
istry of Finance, N1.0 billion and Ministry of 
Tourism Development, N2.0 billion.

Commenting on the budget, the Director-
General of the Yenagoa Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture 
(YECCIMA), Warmate Jones Idikio said “the 
provision for the Ministry of Trade, Industry 
and Investment at N4.0 billion is a great 
improvement over previous budgets and 
this gives some hope for better private sec-
tor partnership and economic stimulation. 

“Added to this is the new focus on en-
trepreneurship and vocational training 
through the Entrepreneurship Development 
Centre, the New Bayelsa State Polytechnic, 
Aleibiri etc. These are good markers that a 
properly funded and implemented budget 
will greatly impact the state’s economy in 
the medium and long term.”

Idikio however, raised concern whether 
the revenue projections can be achieved and 
noted that though the N48 billion personnel 
cost presupposes an injection of N4.0 billion 
monthly into the economy, it would not im-
pact on the economy due to capital flight as 
the bulk of goods and services are provided 
by non-indigenes who import same into 
the state.

SAMUEL ESE, YENAGOA 
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T
he leader of the Ood-
ua People’s Congress 
(OPC), Gani Adams, 
was on Saturday, 13th 
January 2018 installed 

as the 15th Aare Ona Kakanfo of 
Yoruba land by the Alaafin of 
Oyo, Oba Lamidi Adeyemi at the 
Durban Stadium in the ancient 
city of Oyo.

The ceremony was well at-
tended by numerous sons and 
daughters of Yorubaland in and 
around the country.

 The BDSUNDAY was at the 
family house of Otunba Adams 
on Thursday at Arigidi Akoko,in 
Akoko North West Local Govern-
ment Area of Ondo State where 
our correspondent was told that 
from birth Gani may have been 
prepared for greatness.

At the two storey building 
painted in yellow colour, upon his 
introduction, our correspondent 
was welcomed by the visibly 
elated family members and other 
well wishers in and around the 
house. 

After the normal pleasantries, 
came the interview session. An 
elderly woman, who gave her 
name as Veronica Akadiri, is 
Gani’s aunt. Mrs Akadiri said she 
was the one that took care of him 
when he was born forty-seven 
(47) years ago.

 As a way of confirmation, 
she showed our correspondent a 
picture of Gani Adams when he 
was five years old.

 The woman, who spoke in 
Yoruba Language, explained that 
she was excited about the new 
position of her son, thanking 
the Yoruba elders for consider-
ing Gani worthy of the exalted 
position.

 When asked if she noticed 
any sign of him becoming a great 

happened to be a great day, after 
so many years of waiting by his 
parents for a child. During his 
birth, we witnessed an unusual 
flow of blood that people thought 
his mother would not survive it. I 
was the one carrying him; he was 
so strong and had a rapid growth 
when he was a small boy. 

“The most surprising part was 
that people who even did not 
know us and the family were of-
fering him different kinds of gifts 
and everything in the family was 
turning up for good as soon as he 
was born.”

 Also speaking with BDSUN-
DAY, a 52-year old Sunday Odidi, 
who said they both grew up 
together on the street, described 
him as a humble person.

 His words: “We are childhood 
friends and we did play together 
during our early days. If he (Gani 
) sits here for hours, you won’t see 
him talking and if he is hungry he 
will just stand and go home to eat.

“He does not fight and he al-
ways enjoys playing with us as a 
small boy even after coming from 
school before he went to Lagos to 
continue his life.

“When we are playing chil-
dren game and anyone offended 
him, he would not be offended 
and resulted to fighting, he would 
just leave and go home. He is 
humble and responsible.”

He however urged him not to 
disappoint the entire Yoruba race 
and that he should be committed 
to his words for him to command 
respect.

To her primary school mate, 
Esther Jayeola said before Gani 
left them in the community at 
age twelve (12) and followed his 

We knew Gani Adams would be great when 
he was young - Family, childhood friends

father to Lagos, “Gani always 
acted as a leader when we were 
together in the school.”

Jayeola, 49, added that he had 
contributed in no small measure 
to the progress and development 
of the community, saying his ef-
forts could not be valued.

“He was accommodating and 
not too harsh on us as friend 
back then when we were play-
ing ball and games together. The 
only thing I observed was that 
when we were playing, he (Gani 
Adams) was always acting as a 
leader in our midst. He would 
always ensure all grievances 
are settled

 “I was happy and I called 
those who were our colleagues to 
inform them of his new position 
and we were all at the coronation. 
He takes care of us and because of 
his position he does not abandon 
us as childhood colleagues. When 
he was around during the Yule-
tide, he invited us to his house and 
celebrated with all of us,” she said.

She also urged every member 
of the Yoruba race to offer their 
support for the new Aare Ona 
Kakanfo in his quest to bring last-
ing peace and unity to the land.

The New Aare Ona Kakanfo 
of Yoruba Land, Otunba Gani Ad-
ams was born on the 30th April, 
1970 at Arigidi Akoko and suc-
ceeded Frederick Fasehun as the 
leader of Oodua People’s Congress 
(OPC), the supposedly traditional 
Military arm of Afenifere Yoruba 
Socio-Cultural Group. The group 
has since defended the interest 
of Yoruba race, hence, he was 
considered worthy of Aare Ona 
Kakanfo, the Warlord of the 
Yorubas.

Gani Adams and Sango Priest at his installation as Aare Onakakanfo of Yoruba race in Oyo, Oyo State.

Esther Jayeola  Gani at  age 5 Sunday Odidi 

As Otunba Gani Adams was installed as the 15th Aare Ona Kakanfo of the Yoruba land, ‘YOMI AYELESO visited 
his family home at Arigidi Akoko to know about his upbringing and other issues. He reports:

Gani Adams’ installation

person in life, she said that there 
were indications to that effect as 
a result of the peculiarity of his 
birth.

 “I am his aunt. His father is 
my younger brother from the 
same parents and I brought him 
(Gani) up. The day he was born 
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Between Trump and his ‘shitholes’ countries

R
ecently, United States 
President, Mr. Donald 
T r u m p  a l l e g e d l y 
d u b b e d  H a i t i ,  E l 
Salvador and African 

nations as “shitholes countries” 
whose citizens were not the kind 
of immigrants the United States 
wanted.

The rather vulgar statement has 
led to a flow of swift condemnation 
across the world. Understandably, 
the African Union, AU, has come 
out in strong term to condemn the 
alleged statement, while explaining 
that it “strongly believes that there 
is a huge misunderstanding of the 
African continent and its people by 
the current [U.S.] administration.”

Besides the United Nations 
which has equally condemned 
the unfortunate statement, 
various countries had officially 
written to similarly denounce it. 
However, it is on the social media 
that condemnations that trail the 
purported statement are really 
heightened. Trust the social media! 
Before you could say Jack Robinson, 
several citizens from Trump 
supposed ‘Shitholes Countries’ 
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started bombarding the space with 
attractive images of their respective 
countries, perhaps with the aim of 
debunking Trump’s “shithole” tag.

In Nigeria, the country’s foreign 
minister, Mr.  Geoffrey Onyeama 
has called on American diplomats 
to clarify the president’s remarks, 
while portraying them as “deeply 
hurtful, offensive and unacceptable.” 
Similarly, Botswana, Senegal, South 
Africa, Haiti and Ghana have all 
called in American diplomats to 
explain what Mr Trump meant by 
his supposed comment.  Predictably, 
the US State Department anticipates 
more US diplomats to be summoned 
by host nations over it as well, in due 
course.

What one foresees from all this 
is that relations between African 
nations and the United States might 
become a bit strain for some time 
to come. With his America First 
philosophy, Trump has left no one in 
doubt that the days of hand outs from 
America to indigent African nations 
might be over. So, one anticipates 
that in the days ahead more African 
nations would continue to tilt 
more and more towards China for 
economic, technological and other 
forms of aids. Currently, especially 
along the West African coast, Chinese 
presence across many critical sectors 
is becoming quite pronounced.  

The Chinese are building roads, 
ports, dams, railways and other 
infrastructure across Africa. These 

include a metro system in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, and a vital railway 
connecting landlocked Ethiopia’s 
100 million people to Djibouti’s 
Red Sea port, where the Chinese 
plan to open their firs6t military 
base outside China. In Kenya, they 
financed the biggest post-colonial 
infrastructure project in the country: 
a nearly $4 billion railway linking 
Nairobi with the country’s main 
Indian Ocean port in Mombasa.  
Currently, in Nigeria, besides its many 
infrastructure enterprise in many 
states, China is also building a major 
train network in Nigeria. Therefore, 
for many African nations, even before 
Trump’s supposed outburst, they 
have already picked a friend.

Cheerfully, while Trump sees 
nothing good about Africa, China 
sees abundant opportunities and 
it is willing to put in the necessary 
investment that could enhance 
the continent socio-economic 
development. It is a win-win scenario 
for the Chinese on one hand, and 
the African nations on the other. For 
one, Africa gets on with her quest 
for infrastructure development, 
while Chinese firms equally make 
modest gains. With this development, 
one expects the study of Mandarin, 
the Chinese language, to be in the 
increase in more African countries 
in years to come.  

It is, however important to stress 
that African leaders should see 
the Trump’s eruption as a wakeup 
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TAYO OGUNBIYI
Ogunbiyi is of the Lagos State 

Ministry of Information & Strategy, 
Alausa, Ikeja

call to rescue the continent from 
the excruciating grip of poverty, 
corruption, diseases and poor 
governance. In Africa, the practicality 
of poverty is quite frightening as 
most Africans live on less than a 
dollar income per day. Perhaps 
more niggling is that, with 34 out 
of a total of 49, African countries 
account for a greater proportion 
of the Least Developed Countries, 
LDCs, in the world. This, perhaps, 
explains why poverty indicators such 
as extreme hunger, malnourishment, 
homelessness, diseases, high crime 
rate, slums, lack of opportunities, low 
productivity and illiteracy abound in 
larger quantity in the continent.

Nevertheless, Trump’s outburst 
is, to say the least, unpresidential 
and unbecoming of a leader of a 
country as revered as America. Great 
leaders think deeply before they talk. 
They weigh and measure every word 
before speaking out.

Unfortunately, Mr. Trump is like 
a parrot. He talks first and thinks 
later.  He talks without restrain from 
both sides of the mouth. And he is 
not just talking, he is actually singing 
like a Red-eyed Vireo bird which 
sings more than 20,000 songs a day. 
This moment he says the earth is 
oval, the next moment he claims it is 
perpendicular!How sad!

Ogunbiyi is of the Ministry of 
Information & Strategy, Alausa, 
Ikeja, Lagos.
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I
n the last quarter of 2017, the new 
commissioners in Abia State came 
on board. One thing spectacular 
about the event is that the ministries 
in the state have expanded to 

accommodate more strategic ministries. 
The new ministries are Strategy and 
Social Development; Energy and Mineral 
Resources; Inter State Affairs; and Small, 
Medium Entrepreneur Development. 
Others are Ministry of Conflict and 
Boundary Resolution; Special Duties, 
Establishment and Training; and Special 
Duties, Vulnerable Groups/Women. The 
development increased the number of 
commissioners to 27 of which three are 
women.

Though the seven new ministries 
deserve equal attention and importance, 
the creation of the Ministry of Special 
Duties, Vulnerable Groups/Women is 
apt in the face of developments around 
the world and who constitute these 
vulnerable groups. Vulnerable groups are 
groups who for some reasons weak and 
vulnerable to human rights abuses. These 
groups are structurally discriminated 
against. And for this reason, the groups 
require special protection for the equal 
and effective enjoyment of their human 
rights. The groups are women and girls; 
children;  refugees; internally displaced 
persons; stateless persons; national 
minorities; indigenous peoples; migrant 
workers; disabled persons; elderly 
persons; HIV positive persons and AIDS 
victims, among others.

Furthermore, vulnerable populations 
include the economically disadvantaged, 
racial and ethnic minorities, the 

The place of women and other vulnerable 
persons in Ikpeazu’s administration
uninsured, low-income children, the 
elderly, the homeless, and those with 
chronic health conditions, including 
severe mental illness.

It will be recalled that through the 
ages, women have been subjected 
to discrimination in all stages of life, 
in income, education, health and 
participation in society, and they are 
particularly vulnerable to specific 
violations such as gender-based violence, 
trafficking and sex discrimination. A 
typical case of discriminatory actions 
and abuses against women is the 
Mediterranean tragedy where 26 Nigerian 
women were reportedly murdered in 
their attempt to cross over to Europe. 
The reports further suggested that the 
women, whose bodies were recovered at 
the sea, may have been sexually abused. 
The bodies of the women, aged between 
14 and 18, were reportedly kept in a 
refrigerated section of a Spanish warship, 
Cantabria.

It is worrisome that the alleged inferior 
status of women is entrenched in history, 
culture and tradition through the ages. 
This situation has provoked calls on 
national and religious institutions to 
justify violations of women’s rights to 
equality and enjoyment of fundamental 
human rights. These discriminatory 
actions against women have also 
prompted the establishment of various 
international bodies with the aim of 
eradicating policies, actions and norms 
that perpetuate discrimination against 
women and violate women’s human 
rights.

Unfortunately, negative widowhood 

by the UNGA on 18 December, 1979, 
following consultations over a five-year 
period by various working groups, the 
CSW and the UNGA. It entered into force 
in 1981. The 30-article Convention sets 
out internationally accepted principles 
and measures to achieve equal rights for 
women everywhere.

This instrument reflects the scope 
of exclusion and restriction suffered 
by women solely on the basis of their 
gender. It sets out equal rights for women, 
regardless of their marital status, in all 
fields – political, economic, social, cultural 
and civil – and calls for national legislation 
banning discrimination. It allows for 
temporary special measures (affirmative 
action) to accelerate the achievement of 
equality in practice between men and 
women, and actions to modify social 
and cultural patterns that perpetuate 
discrimination. Other measures aim at 
equal rights for women in political and 
public life (Article 7); equal access to 
education and equal choice of curricula; 
non-discrimination in employment 
and pay; and guarantees of job security 
in the event of marriage and maternity. 
The Convention underlines the equal 
responsibilities of men with women in 
the context of family life. It also stresses 
the social services needed – especially 
childcare facilities for combining family 
obligations with work responsibilities and 
participation in public life.

Various women’s rights are captured 
in the international human rights law, 
such as the right to equal treatment; the 
right to privacy; the right to reproductive 
health and family planning; the right 

to decide the number and spacing of 
children; the right to marry and to found 
a family; the right to life, liberty, and 
security; the right to freedom from sexual 
exploitation and assault; and the right to 
freedom from torture and ill-treatment. 

Indeed, Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu’s 
administration has enormously 
demonstrated that the vulnerable 
should be accorded greater attention. 
Through the instrumentality of the pet 
project of the governor’s wife, Vicar Hope 
Foundation, homes have been provided 
for vulnerable persons such as widows, 
widowers, and the aged.

The turning point for the vulnerable 
in Abia was marked by the establishment 
of Vicar Hope Foundation designed 
to (a) assist the physically challenged 
and vulnerable persons, (b) provide 
a platform for enhancing the status of 
women and children through education, 
empowerment, welfare and healthcare 
provision, (c) locate and establish indigent 
widows and other person as well as 
give love and succour to less privileged, 
motherless babies and young orphans, (d) 
give material assistance, financial support, 
moral assistance and social amenities to 
the less privileged as well as impart skills 
that would make them self-reliant, (e) 
carry out enlightenment campaigns to 
sensitise against and combat deadly 
diseases, health challenges, poverty, 
obnoxious widowhood and teenage girl 
practices, as well as promote women and 
child rights. The narrative has changed 
for the better for women and other 
vulnerable persons in Abia State.
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practices are still upheld in some 
communities in our modern society, Abia 
State inclusive. Few months after burial 
of the deceased, a man’s relations spring 
into action and contend the deceased’s 
property with his widow. Little or no 
thoughts are accorded to the survival 
of the widow and her children. Even 
lingering litigations are experienced when 
the widow opposes the confrontations 
from the husband’s relations. In the 
21st century, widows are still subjected 
to treatments such as shaving of hair 
purportedly as a way to accord customary 
respect to the late husband.

Undoubtedly, the new ministry has 
an onerous task to engage in actions 
that would help resolve some of these 
issues. In discharging these duties, the 
ministry should not hesitate to employ 
international legal instruments and 
treaties, such as the UN Charter and 
the International Bill of Human Rights 
which proclaim equal rights for men 
and women and also ban discrimination 
on the grounds of gender. In addition to 
instruments relating to discrimination 
in general, a series of instruments have 
been developed specifically for the 
protection of women, the elimination 
of discrimination against women and 
the promotion of equal rights. These 
serve to create a broad, international 
framework for future developments and 
the establishment of general norms for 
national policy.

Another important instrument here 
is the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW), which was adopted 
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The large majority of South Africans, 
including members of the govern-
ing African National Congress 

(ANC), will be glad to see the back of Jacob 
Zuma as president. Many, if not most, will 
hope that Cyril Ramaphosa, the party’s 
newly-elected president, will assume the 
state presidency immediately rather than 
entertaining the nonsense of the party 
electing an “interim president”.

Zuma’s supporters are strongly sup-
portive of the idea of an interim president. 
It has its roots in the previous succession 
drama that unfolded after the ANC forced 
Thabo Mbeki to resign as the country’s 
president in September 2008. Kgalema 
Motlanthe, the ANC’s then deputy presi-
dent, stepped up to the plate to serve in 
his place until the party president – Zuma 
– assumed office following the general 
election in May 2009. It has never been 
revealed why Zuma did not become state 
president directly, although it’s clear that 
they intended Motlanthe was to become a 
cypher, subject to Zuma’s control.

This precedent is now being bandied 
about as established practice that has to 
be followed. But there’s no getting round 
the fact that it’s being pursued by Zuma 
and his supporters for dubious reasons. 

Ramaphosa should end the presidential merry-go-round in South Africa
In short, they want to put the brakes on 
the transition to a Ramaphosa presidency 
so that they can protect and further their 
personal interests.

Zuma, in particular, wants to place 
continuing political obstacles in the way 
of his being subject to prosecution through 
the courts on 783 criminal charges. The 
charges go back to before he assumed 
office. And there are lingering hopes 
among his closest acolytes that they can 
push through a deal with the Russians on 
nuclear power before their rule ends.

Fortunately, reports indicate that Ra-
maphosa has rejected the idea of standing 
aside in favour of an interim president (and 
certainly, of Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, 
who has been proposed by the Zuma 
faction). Indeed, this opens the door to a 
reconsideration of how the ANC should 
handle the relationship between the two 
presidencies.

Presently, the ANC elects its own presi-
dent at a National Congress which is held 
some year and a half before the country’s 
general election. Having won that election, 
the ANC MPs in parliament, who have up 
until now constituted a majority, fulfil their 
constitutional responsibility of electing one 
of their member as state President.

It is this sequential gap between the 
two elections which leads to unnecessary 
political speculation and uncertainty, 
and now stands in the way of the country 

putting itself back together again after the 
disaster of the Zuma presidency.

Why Zuma should fall
The idea of an interim appointment is 

irresponsible. No good reasons have been 
put forward for postponing Ramaphosa 
taking over the presidency of the country.

Those against such a proposition might 
argue that Zuma has every right to remain 
in office until his term expires. Constitu-
tionally, he does. But politically he is ever 
more a lame duck, rapidly leaking support 
in the wake of Ramaphosa’s election to the 
party leadership. This is why there is an 
increasingly determined effort to oust him.

Zuma’s detractors inside and outside 
the party argue, correctly, that the more he 
hangs around the more damage he will be 
doing to the ANC and its prospects in any 
forthcoming election.

In contrast, those still clinging to Zuma 
may argue that if Ramaphosa takes office 
immediately, with the possibility that he 
could serve as state president until the 
expiry of a second term in office in 2029 
(ten years after an election in 2019), he 
would be doing nothing other than serving 
his self-interest.

Ramaphosa should ignore such arrant 
nonsense. There is everything to be gained 
from his assuming the presidential reins 
immediately. An extended presidential 
transition would lead to continuing po-
litical uncertainty, of tales of a Zuma push 

back, and of a divided government.
It would have far-reaching implications 

for the economy, all of them negative. 
Hopes that Ramaphosa is a magician 
and that, with a wave of his wand, he will 
turn the economy around and restore it to 
growth are wildly inflated. But the longer 
there is delay in his becoming president, 
the faster faith in his magic will recede.

So if Ramaphosa wants to convince 
onlookers of his abilities to bring about 
change, he needs to hang tough in his 
negotiations with Zuma. Quite simply, 
Zuma has to go on Ramaphosa’s terms if 
he wants to be taken seriously.

Yet there is more at stake than effect-
ing an immediate transition. Concern 
has grown during the Zuma years about 
the way in which power has become con-
centrated in the presidency beyond what 
was intended by those who drew up the 
constitution (Ramaphosa among them).

So far the constitutional provision that 
no president should hold more than two 
terms has held. The constitution also lays 
down (para 88:2) that while a president 
may not hold office for more than two 
terms (of five years each), the period be-
tween that election and the next election 
of a President is not regarded as a term.

In other words, there is no constitu-
tional obstacle to Ramaphosa becoming 
president now. And there is certainly no 
suggestion in the constitution that South 

Africa must have an interim president 
between now and the next election. This 
is merely an ANC invention, plucked from 
the air after the party dismissed Mbeki for 
its own internal reasons.

Avoiding future political uncertainty
It’s not too dangerous to prophesy that, 

presuming the ANC wins the next two elec-
tions, Ramaphosa will – in his time – face 
pressure to stand down early in favour of 
his eventual successor. Perhaps, too, he 
might prove unwilling to go. South Africa 
would again be put through the quite un-
necessary political uncertainty about the 
transition from one ANC president to 
another.

It follows that Ramaphosa should do 
more than simply ensure that he replaces 
Zuma immediately. As he does so, he 
should state unequivocally that the ANC 
will change the way things are currently 
done. That it will adopt as undisputed prac-
tice that the person elected as president of 
the party should immediately take on the 
post of president of the country. This would 
of course require him to resign following 
the election of his successor as party leader.

This is a normal democratic practice. 
It is common sense. It would be stabilis-
ing. And it would demonstrate that South 
Africa is no shithole democracy.

This article was originally published 
on The Conversation.
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Nobody wants to dis-
cuss politics. When I give a 
talk or my writing touches 
on politics, I am frequently 
asked to avoid the topic al-
together and focus only on 
the business angle. Given 
the combination of disem-
powerment, frustration, and 
general news fatigue that 
many are feeling, the request 
is understandable. But it is 
also impossible to agree to it.

In a world where a week 
can feel like a month, it 
is difficult to fathom the 
extent to which Donald 
Trump has destabilized 
the United States and the 
world. In just one year as 
president, Trump has child-
ishly taunted other world 
leaders, tweeting, for ex-

short term may do irrepa-
rable long-term damage, 
with implications for every 
sector, every investor, and 
every consumer.

It is the responsibility 
of all of us – board mem-
bers, shareholders, em-
ployees, consumers – to 
force businesses to look 
beyond short-term profits 
and fulfill their broader 
corporate responsibility. 
We cannot afford to throw 
up our hands and simply 
hope for the best.

And lest we feel that our 
voices will not be heard, we 
would do well to consider 
recent efforts to catalyze 
change. The #MeToo cam-
paign has amounted to a 
reckoning for many power-
ful perpetrators of sexual 
assault. The Shareholder 
Spring marked a ratcheting 
up of scrutiny by investors 
of executive remuneration 
packages. Instances of abu-
sive labor conditions and 
large-scale corruption have 
been brought to light, lead-
ing to real change in some 
unexpected areas (like FIFA).

Ignoring politics won’t 
solve our problems. En-
gaging constructively just 
might.

(c): Project Syndicate

ample, that his “nuclear 
button” is “much bigger 
and more powerful” than 
that of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un. He has also 
challenged longstanding 
alliances, including NATO, 
dismantled critical regula-
tions, and withdrawn from 
international agreements.

And the hits keep com-
ing. Just last week, Trump 
crudely insultedcitizens 
of Haiti, El Salvador, and 
African states, reportedly 
lamenting that the US must 
accept immigrants from 
these “shithole countries.” It 
should come as no surprise, 
then, that Trump’s approval 
ratings are the weakest of 
any president at this point 
in his term, despite strong 
economic growth, a soar-
ing stock market, and low 
unemployment.

It isn’t only US politics 
that has become inescap-
able. The Brexit vote in 
June 2016 has thrown the 
United Kingdom and the 
European Union into a tail-
spin, forcing businesses to 
guess what will come next 
– and, in many cases, spur-
ring them to shift their op-
erations to other countries.

Meanwhile, autocratic 

regimes have been on the 
rise, from Turkey, once the 
Muslim world’s beacon of 
democracy, to Poland, once 
Europe’s post-communist 
darling. Chinese President 
Xi Jinping has established 
himself as the most power-
ful leader since Mao Ze-
dong, cracking down on 
any semblance of dissent. 
And Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has his fin-
gers in a growing number 
of geopolitical pies – includ-
ing, mounting evidence 
suggests, the US.

If we’ve learned any-
thing in the past year, it is 
that politics and business 
are inextricably linked. 
Business shapes politics 
directly, with industries 
pouring money into cam-
paigns in an attempt to 
advance their own inter-
ests, and indirectly, with 
innovations that push the 
boundaries of regulations.

Likewise, political de-
velopments have a major 
impact on business. One 
cannot assess financial mar-
kets without considering 
political risk and monetary 
policy, or retail strategy 
without weighing consum-
er confidence, which is in-

fluenced by the political 
environment. (After last 
summer’s general election 
in the UK, consumer con-
fidence sank to its lowest 
level since the Brexit refer-
endum.) Immigration poli-
cies are fundamental to the 
operation of labor markets. 
Public investment strate-
gies, particularly with re-
gard to upgrading and mod-
ernizing infrastructure, are 
integral to how businesses 
plan their own investment. 
The list goes on.

With every decision our 
governments make having 
a direct and measurable 
impact on our businesses 
and our lives as consumers, 
the belief that we can sim-
ply avoid politics, that the 
bad news or irresponsible 
leadership will simply pass, 
is untenable. In fact, the 
only real option is to do the 
opposite: we must work to 
gain a better understanding 
of the issues at stake, many 
of which are complex and 
interconnected. And we 
must become more per-
sistent in attempting to 
shape political outcomes, 
and more resolute in ensur-
ing that good businesses 
aren’t overwhelmed by bad 

politics.
And it is up to all of us 

– not just corporate strate-
gists and legislators, but also 
citizens and consumers – to 
deepen our understanding 
of the connections between 
business and politics. Only 
then can we ensure that 
policy debates and deci-
sions are based on fact, and 
that we are well-equipped 
to judge those who make 
de cisions,  engage with 
them, and ultimately hold 
them accountable. The al-
ternative is to relinquish 
our ability to defend our 
own interests.

Poor corporate gover-
nance, I have argued, was 
one of the biggest risks that 
business faced in 2017. In 
many ways, that remains a 
top concern. But it has now 
been compounded by ex-
treme political uncertainty.

How companies respond 
will shape all our futures. In 
the US, for example, there is 
a temptation to capitalize 
on the Trump administra-
tion’s deregulation drive in 
areas including oil drilling, 
consumer protection, im-
migration, trade policy, and 
environmental safeguards. 
But what may seem like 
a boon for business in the 
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T
he government of 
President Muham-
madu Buhari can-
not continue to pre-
tend to be helpless 

regarding how to resolve the 
escalating deadly conflicts be-
tween herdsmen and farmers 
in many parts of Nigeria, par-
ticularly in the most affected 
states of the Middle Belt. The 
government’s response to 
these conflicts has been sus-
pect, but even worse, the 
idea of cattle colonies suggests 
there may be ulterior motives. 
Even if well-intentioned, the 
choice of the word ‘colony’ in 
the 21st century is most unfor-
tunate. President Buhari, if he 
is sincere, must do everything 
within his powers to disabuse 
the minds of many Nigerians 
who see the tardiness with 
which he has handled these 
conflicts not as a sign of inepti-
tude but as glaring indicators of 
his tacit complicity in the activi-
ties of the killer herdsmen.

For a government that is 
serious to permanently re-
solve these conflicts, there are 
several reports to study while 
adopting temporary measures 
to contain further escalation. 
Some of these reports were 
commissioned by successive 
governments while some have 
been produced by indepen-

Ending herder-farmer 
conflicts is a national priority

dent groups.
In this regard, I think the 

International Crisis Group, a 
transnational non-profit, non-
governmental organization 
that carries out field research on 
violent conflicts and advances 
policies to prevent, mitigate or 
resolve them, has done a good 
job of tracing the root causes, 
evolution, impact and implica-
tions of these conflicts as well 
as recommending measures 
to end them. The report, ‘Herd-
ers against Farmers: Nigeria’s 
Expanding Deadly Conflict’, 
produced in September 2017, 
“is based on interviews con-
ducted in September 2016 and 
July 2017 with a range of actors 
and stakeholders, including 
leaders and representatives of 
pastoralist and farmer organ-
isations, officials of federal and 
state governments, security 
officers, leaders of civil society 
organisations and local vigi-
lante groups, as well as victims 
of the violence in Adamawa, 
Benue, Borno, Ekiti, Enugu, 
Kaduna and Nasarawa states”.

Regarding the principal 
causes and aggravating factors 
behind the escalating conflicts, 
the Group identifies climatic 
changes (frequent droughts 
and desertification); popula-
tion growth (loss of northern 
grazing lands to the expansion 

of human settlements); techno-
logical and economic changes 
(new livestock and farming 
practices); crime (rural banditry 
and cattle rustling); political and 
ethnic strife (intensified by the 
spread of illicit firearms); and 
cultural changes (the collapse 
of traditional conflict manage-
ment mechanisms), but also a 
dysfunctional legal regime that 
has allowed crime to go unpun-
ished and, consequently, has 
encouraged both farmers and 
herders to take laws into their 
own hands.

To resolve these conflicts, 
the International Crisis Group 
suggests five steps which in-
clude, in the short term:

“Strengthen security ar-
rangements for herders and 
farming communities espe-
cially in the north-central zone: 
this will require that govern-
ments and security agencies 
sustain campaigns against 
cattle rustling and rural ban-
ditry; improve early-warning 
systems; maintain operational 
readiness of rural-based po-
lice and other security units; 
encourage communication 
and collaboration with local 
authorities; and tighten control 
of production, circulation and 
possession of illicit firearms 
and ammunition, especially 
automatic rifles, including by 

strengthening cross-border 
cooperation with neighbour-
ing countries’ security forces;

“Establish or strengthen 
conflict mediation, resolution, 
reconciliation and peacebuild-
ing mechanisms: this should be 
done at state and local govern-
ment levels, and also within 
rural communities particularly 
in areas that have been most 
affected by conflict;

“Establish grazing reserves 
in consenting states and im-
prove livestock production 
and management in order to 
minimise contacts and friction 
between herders and farmers: 
this will entail developing graz-
ing reserves in the ten northern 
states where governments 
have already earmarked lands 
for this purpose; formulating 
and implementing the ten-year 
National Ranch Development 
Plan proposed by a stakehold-
ers forum facilitated by the 
UN Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) in April 2017; 
and encouraging livestock pro-
ducers’ buy-in through easier 
access to credit from financial 
institutions.”

In the longer term, it sug-
gests the federal and state gov-
ernments should consider the 
following:

“Address environmen-
tal factors that are driving 
herders’ migration to the 
south: this will require step-
ping up implementation of 
programs under the Great 
Green Wall Initiative for 
the Sahara and the Sahel, 
a trans-African project de-
signed to restore drought-
and-desert degraded envi-
ronments and livelihoods 
including in Nigeria’s far 
northern belt; and develop-
ing strategies for mitigating 
climate change impact in 
the far northern states;

“Coordinate with neigh-
bours to stem cross-border 
movement of non-Nigeri-
an armed herders: Nigeria 

should work with Camer-
oon, Chad and Niger (the 
Lake Chad basin countries) 
to regulate movements 
across borders, particularly 
of cattle rustlers, armed 
herders and others that 
have been identified as ag-
gravating internal tension 
and insecurity in Nigeria.”

These recommenda-
tions, in my view, contain 
no ambiguity. The govern-
ment should put them in a 
basket, together with other 
such recommendations, like 
the report of the Gabriel 
Suswam-led Committee on 
Grazing Reserves set up by 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan’s government in 
April 2014, and even by 
committees set up by the 
Buhari government, weigh 
them, sieve the chaff and 
implement the substance.

Being that desertifica-
tion is a major driver of 
herders’ southward move-
ment, what should the gov-
ernment be doing? The 
International Crisis Group 
mentions the Great Green 
Wall Initiative for the Sa-
hara and the Sahel, which 
initially called for planting 
a 15km wide belt of trees, 
running 7,775km across 
nine African countries from 
Senegal to Djibouti, but was 
later broadened to include 
building water-retention 
ponds and other basic in-
frastructure, establishing 
agricultural production 
systems, and promoting 
other income-generating 
activities. There is also the 
National Agency for the Great 
Green Wall, which aims to 
rehabilitate 22,500 sq km of 
degraded land by 2020 but 
whose impact thus far has 
not been felt.

But an individual Nige-
rian – Dr. Newton Jibunoh, 
environmental activist and 
founder of Fight Against Des-
ert Encroachment (FADE) 

– once achieved a milestone 
in this regard, with adequate 
support. I recently had the 
opportunity of interviewing 
Jibunoh, whom CNN called 
‘Sahara explorer taming the 
desert’, and he spoke about 
how he began early enough, 
after his exploration of the 
Sahara, to cry out about the 
devastating effects desert 
encroachment would have 
on Nigeria if it was not tackled 
headlong. To demonstrate that 
it could be done, he went to 
the Kano State government 
and asked to be given areas 
of the state most affected by 
the desert, and from there 
to Ben-Gurion University in 
Israel to study the science of 
desertification.

“When I returned, I had 
to do a pilot project to show 
Nigerians how they can drive 
back the desert and get back 
the grazing fields for the no-
madic Fulani. British High 
Commission gave me money, 
International Energy gave 
me money, Kano State gov-
ernment chipped in money, 
and I started. It took me four 
years to bring back grazing 
fields in Makoda, and people 
that migrated out returned,” 
Jibunoh said in the interview.

“I used that to show what 
could be done because the 
whole of Israel was recovered 
from the Negev Desert. If 
Israel could do that, why can’t 
we do it Nigeria? And how 
much then did I use in build-
ing water irrigation, sprinkler 
irrigation, in planting the 
trees and in grazing the land? 
Under N70 million.”

The question to ask is 
why this model was not rep-
licated in other adversely 
affected parts of Kano State 
– or in other affected states 
for that matter. It is true that 
Nigeria’s failure to effective-
ly utilise its abundant natu-
ral and human resources 
over the decades has been 
its greatest undoing.
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Saved by the dream: how 
I escaped a life in jail
M

ost people believe 
that dreams are 
either figments 
of one’s imagina-
tion or accumu-

lation of events that transpired 
within the day and as such they 
tend to take it with a pinch of salt 
but Joseph Martins, a 39 year old 
young man who escaped a long 
jail term by the whiskers thinks 
otherwise. 

Below is Joseph’s story as told 
by him:

My father was a farmer so we 
never went a day without food 
but we did go some days with-
out school. Although the public 
school we attended required little 
tuition fee, my father always 
fumed whenever our teachers 
subjected us to rigorous work on 
the pretence that it was part of 
our school curriculum. On such 
days, my Dad usually declared 
the following day, ‘no school day’ 
so we could regain our expended 
energy.

“How can they be so wicked? 
Do they think they are smarter 
than us because they can read 
and write and we can’t? They 
want free labour, how about 
working on the king’s farms 
instead of theirs? Next time they 
take you to their farms, come 
back home!” My Dad flared up 
one of those days.

I was not one of those who had 
tall dreams of becoming a medi-
cal doctor, lawyer or even teacher 
because my father never gave us 
the room to dream big. He said 
all he wanted to do was to make 
sure his children could read and 
write. The rest he says life will 
teach one.

I lost my father at the age of 
16 and the following year, I left 
my village for Lagos in search of 
a greener pasture. I was deter-
mined to make something beauti-
ful out of my life and be a blessing 
to my family. Word on the street 
had it that Lagos was a land of 
opportunity where the poor can 
become rich overnight as long as 
they were smart enough. I was 
very smart and by no mean a 
pushover so I knew I would excel.

On 13th of October, 1994 I 
boarded a night bus and arrived 
safely in Lagos in the early hours 
of the following day. I was to stay 
with a distant relative and learn a 
trade but I had other plans up my 
sleeves. While I was watching out 
for my bus stop, my eyes caught 
something and I chuckled. It 
was some writing on the wall 
that was made with a chalk 
and it read, “Do not urinate 
here! Fine: - N2, 000 and a 
dirty slap” This place must be 
an interesting place to live in, 

I thought to myself but even 
if it wasn’t, I resolved to make 
it one.

One of the days I was head-
ing to my Uncle’s shop, I saw 
a n  op e n i n g i n  a  h ote l  for 
a laundryman. I ’d not sent 
a dime home since I  got to 
Lagos five months ago and I 
knew life was difficult so I de-
cided to take the job. I walked 
into the hotel  and got the 
job because my neat clothes 
impressed the manager. The 
salary wasn’t impressive but 
there was provision for an apart-
ment. I tried to persuade the 
manager to up the salary since 
I wasn’t taking the apartment 
but he said that’s the way it is. I 
accepted the job.

When I got home that day, I 
shared the news with my uncle 
but it did not sit well with him. 
All he cared about was his shop 
and not my family that was lan-
guishing in the village. He said 
taking the job would mean not 
living with him because he could 
not imagine hiring a sales boy 
when he was still housing and 
feeding me. That night, I packed 
my bag and the following day, I 
bade my uncle goodbye.

The apartment was far from 
what I imagined. I had to share 
a tiny room with a cleaner and 
the room was situated outside 
the hotel premises. My room-
mate Cyril was not friendly at all 
and he hardly smiled so I made 
it part of my duty to stay out of 
his way. I became friends with 
some interesting characters, 
made more money from tips and 
was able to send a substantial 

amount of money to my mother 
a month after.

One of the people that were 
nice to me was Peter; he practi-
cally took me as his younger 
brother because he was way 
older than me. He was a bar 
attendant in that hotel and 
anytime we had time to chat; he 
always talked about his desire 
to be rich.

Few months after we became 
friends, Peter told me he’d finally 
stumbled on a lucrative business 
that would fetch him the kind 
of money he saw only in his 
dreams and he’d decided to quit 
his job. I was curious but careful 
at the same time. What kind of 
job could that be? Peter said he 
would tell when we had some 
time alone and he did tell.

As expected the job was load-
ed with so much risk, the type 
that could land one in jail so I 
said I wasn’t interested. Peter 
quit his job and we did not see 
for long time. When he visited 
the hotel a month later, he looked 
fresh and well-fed. I began giving 
joining the business some serious 
thoughts. I eventually swallowed 
my pride and told Peter that I 
wanted in. He said he would 
speak with his partner and get 
back to me and he did.

Three days later, Peter re-
turned with what I thought was 
good news at that time. He said 
I was welcomed to join them 
and I felt honoured. All we did 
was to assemble several pieces 
of papers that were cut into the 
shape of money and wash them 
with some chemicals after which 
to my utter amazement, they 

came out looking almost like real 
money. We would pack the fake 
money inside big Ghana-must-go 
bags.

We would proceed to any big 
supermarket with one of the bags 
inside the boot of our vehicle to 
shop for items we could easily 
resale. The car would be parked 
a stone throw from the super-
market. I would walk inside the 
shop with both counterfeit and 
genuine note while my partners 
waited inside the car. When I buy 
an item and the attendant no-
ticed that the money is not genu-
ine, I would apologise pretending 
that someone paid me with the 
money after which I would pay 
and leave the shop and never 
come back. But if the attendant 
was dumb enough not to notice, I 
would signal my partners. Imme-
diately, they would move the car 
in front of the shop, buy as much 
as they could after which we 
would resale at a cheaper price 
and share the money.

I made a lot of money and 
three months after, I moved out 
of Peter’s house into a three bed-
room apartment in Ajao Estate. I 
carried some bags of counterfeit 
money along with me and kept it 
inside one of the rooms.

One Friday,  Peter came 
around to persuade me to hang 
out with him but I told him I was 
too tired so he left. That night, I 
had a dream. I saw my mother 
weeping profusely; she had ema-
ciated and looked so haggard. All 
I could hear her say was, “Joe, 
why did you do this to me. You 
lied to me.” I was also crying and 
begging her to forgive me. I told 

her I did it to make her and my 
siblings comfortable. Her body 
language showed that she did 
not believe a single word that 
proceeded out of my mouth. 
Before I could speak further, 
someone came and took her 
away. At that point, I woke up.

The moment I woke up, I 
glanced at the wall clock and 
the time was 2.27am. My pillow 
was soaked with tears and there 
were still tears on my face so I got 
really worried. I spent the next 
thirty minutes trying to figure 
out what the dream was about 
and before long, my mind drifted 
to the bags of counterfeit notes 
in one of my rooms. Without 
much ado, I hurried to the room, 
lifted the bags one after the other 
close to my fence. I wanted to 
throw the bags over the fence 
but on a second thought, I car-
ried them and dumped them in a 
bush few blocks from my house. 
I came back tired, lay on my bed 
and was still thinking about the 
dream when I slept off.

A bang on the door woke me 
up two hours later. It was the 
police! They commanded me 
to open the door immediately 
else I would be in some serious 
trouble. I did and immediately, 
they pushed past me and started 
ransacking my apartment. I 
was so shocked that I could not 
even utter a word. My mouth 
hung open for several minutes 
as I watched them hop from 
one room to another turning 
my house upside down. One of 
them was busy looking over the 
fence. When they were done 
with their ultimate search, one 
of the policemen said on their 
way out, “Your God has saved 
you today, you for don sleep for 
jail this night.”

When they left, I hurried to 
Peter’s place to inform him about 
the new development but I was 
several hours late. Peter went to 
a foremost hotel that Friday and 
was spending the counterfeit 
notes when the hotelier alerted 
the police. The policemen raid-
ed Peter’s apartment, packed 
some Ghana-must-go bags and 
whisked him away with them.

I wept for my brother from 
another mother but that was the 
much I could do. I rented out my 
apartment and got a cheaper one 
in a remote area. I also opened a 
laundry firm and brought my 
family down to Lagos with the 
exception of my mother who 
insists there’s no place like home. 
It’s been twelve years now and 
Peter is still in Jail. I would have 
been there with him if I took 
that dream lightly but I’m glad 
I didn’t.

ThisLifeCHINWE AGBEZE 
chinweagbeze@yahoo.com



24 Sunday 21 January 2018SUNDAYBD C002D5556

Legborsi-Saro-Pyagbara - MOSOP  Leader

W
hat  do es 
M O S O P 
me an by 
e nv i ro n -
m e n t a l 

terrorism in its recent out-
cry in terms of national 
security?

MOSOP is  c onc erne d 
about recent reports about 
the purported approval for 
the release of the sum of 
$1billion from the Excess 
Crude Account to fight in-
surgency in the North East. 
MOSOP totally condemns 
this flagrant display of dis-
crimination, demonstration 
of crass insensitivity and total 
neglect of some sections of 
the country. Coming on the 
heels of the paltry allocation 
to the much-hyped budget for 
the governance framework 
of HYPREP, it once again 
demonstrates that the Nigeria 
state clearly has two sets of 
citizens in the country; those 
that deserve proper treat-
ment and those that should 
be treated as slaves. This goes 
contrary to the spirit and 
letters of the International 
Convention on the Elimina-
tion of Racial Discrimination 
and Related Intolerances 
(ICERD) for which Nigeria is 
a signatory.

How do you interpret this 
so-called environmental ter-
rorism in the Niger-Delta in 
relation to activities of the 
Boko Haram in the North-
East of the country?

MOSOP believes that the 
environmental terrorism go-
ing on in the oil region is far 
more serious than the Boko 
Haram insurgency in the 
North-East because in the 
environmental terrorism, 
no blood is spilled, no bone 
is broken yet thousands of 
human beings, animals, trees, 
and herbs are dying daily 
through pollution of the envi-
ronmental terrorism. Several 
groups have called for allo-
cation of funds for the total 
clean-up of the Niger-Delta 
and this has not been heeded 

tor of the Ogoni oil block, pull 
out of Ogoni land. 

MOSOP also raised issues 
of not being carried along in 
the cleaning project; is that 
correct?

Apart from the issue of 
massive environmental pol-
lution that attended Shell’s 
operations in Ogoni land 
which were raised by MOSOP, 
the Ogoni people raised seri-
ous concerns about the total 
lack of effective participation 
of the people in the entire 
value chain of the oil indus-

try activities in the land, 
denial of involvement in key 
decision-making process of 
the industry, discriminatory 
hiring practices, and absence 
of a clear and focused Com-
munity Development Agree-
ments (CDAs) and Commu-
nity Benefit Sharing Agree-
ments (CBAs) that recognises 
the rights of communities 
to Free, Prior and Informed 
Consent (FPIC). Ever since 
1990 we have been striving 
for effective participation of 
the Ogoni people in the de-
velopment process as is now 
widely obtained globally in 
the 21st Century.

Is dialogue as conflict reso-
lution option not consider-
able?

Whilst MOSOP is open to 
discussions relating to the re-
sumption of oil production in 
Ogoni, MOSOP totally rejects 
the present approach of the 
Federal Government through 
its oil production wing, the 
Nigeria National Petroleum 
Company (NNPC) resorting to 
the old divide-and-rule tactics 
which it had used and failed 
before in an attempt to cause 
a renewed polarization of the 
Ogoni community and pitch 
them against one another. 
This approach is completely 
condemnable and detestable 
and will be totally resisted 

to. Even the release of funds 
for the Ogoni Clean Up has 
also not been effected. This 
type of discriminatory alloca-
tion of resources and projects 
is not healthy for all of us and 
should be condemned and 
rejected.

What is MOSOP’s grouse 
with the Federal Govern-
ment’s efforts so far with the 
clean up?

Whilst we appreciate the 
federal government’s efforts 
so far, we are deeply con-
cerned about the slow pace 
of the implementation of the 
report occasioned by unnec-
essary bureaucracy, lack of 
independence and funding. 
It is time to break down bu-
reaucratic bottlenecks that 
are hampering the effective 
implementation of the UNEP 
report. HYPREP must imme-
diately put in place a process 
that will address the imple-
mentation of emergency 
measures needed to deal with 
the critical issues of water, 
health, and infrastructure 
as a matter of priority. Ogoni 
cannot continue to drink the 
poisoned water that is threat-
ening its life and that of its 
future generations.

Forgiving creates peace 
and bonding, why is MOSOP 
holding on to its trigger 
against Shell?

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Why we kick against environmental 
terrorism – MOSOP president
Legborsisaro Pyagbara is a well-baked environmental fighter and third president of the Movement for the   Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP), who 
joined the Ogoni struggle as far back as 1990 to launch the Ogoni Bill of Rights. Pyagbara and his MOSOP body recently staged a media round table on 
UNEP Report: Emergency measures and the clean-up process of Ogoni land where MOSOP described what is happening in Ogoni as pure ‘environmental 
terrorism and threat to national security’. Our correspondent, GODWIN EGBA, captured the mind-boggling narrative. Excerpts:

Interview

In 1990, the Ogoni people 
initiated their struggle with 
the launch of the Ogoni Bill 
of Rights on August 26, 1990 
which dearly delineated the 
issues and demands of the 
Ogoni people. This includes 
the operations of the oil in-
dustry. This was followed 
by series of public actions in-
cluding non-violent protests- 
that took place across Ogoni 
land in 1993 and beyond 
which forced the Shell Petro-
leum Development Company 
(SPDC), the then main opera-
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by the Ogoni people. It is in-
structive to note that whilst 
the government of Nigeria 
commissioned the UNEP to 
carry out an assessment of 
Ogoni land whose report had 
called for a total clean-up and 
restoration, it is disappointing 
that the same government is 
going about trying to force 
their way through the back 
door to commence operations 
in Ogoni without addressing 
the key concerns that had 
been raised by the Ogoni 
people over the years.

MOSOP is complaining 
about some hands of Judas 
in the Ogoni struggle; is that 
not a house divided against 
itself?

In the recent months, there 
had been intense and deliber-
ate attempts by the oil indus-
try to return to the Ogoni oil-
fields through the back door 
without any broad-based 
discussion with the Ogoni 
people with the potential of 
igniting a blaze of conflict 
and violence that will skirt 
this forceful attempt to return 
to the area. It is especially 
disappointing because we 
have seen divisive efforts to 
re-enter Ogoni for oil pro-
duction over the last decade 
all of which have ended in 
failure. In each case the lack 
of transparency and attempts 

in a joint project of finding a 
lasting solution to the Ogoni 
crisis. In the present attempt, 
the Federal Government of 
Nigeria and Shell have acted 
in complete disdain to the 
Ogoni people and forcefully 
want to give out the Oil Min-
ing Licence over the Ogoni oil 
block to a company without 
initiating any consultation 
with the Ogoni community. 
The Ogoni people will resist 
this attempt. 

What is the best broad-ap-
proach initiated by MOSOP? 

If there is credible interest 
in resuming oil production 
in Ogoni, the FG and the pro-
spective oil companies should 
together initiate a broad-
based discussion with repre-
sentation from all sectors of 
the Ogoni community. This 
process of engagement must 
ensure that the Free, Prior 
and Informed Consent (FPIC) 
of the Ogoni people is embed-
ded within the framework of 
any discussion with the oil 
sector and the government 
relating to resumption of oil 
production in Ogoni taking 
into cognisance benefit-shar-
ing arrangements and the un-
dertaking of a credible envi-
ronmental impact assessment 
of proposed oil operations in 
Ogoni, to include social and 
health dimensions, as well as 
a public consultation process 
as is the current industry 
standard as recommended by 
the UNEP Report. 

What is the MOSOP new 
template to achieving its 
overall objectives? 

MOSOP also wants to state 
categorically that it has not 
endorsed any oil company 
to take over oil operations 
in Ogoni as this is a process 
that requires the necessary 
consultation with all stake-
holders in Ogoni. It is also 
in this regard that MOSOP 
had recently set up a 5-man 
committee to develop a new 
template and harmonise all 
existing processes for en-
gagement with the govern-
ment and the oil industry 
that will be approved by the 
Ogoni people and presented 
to any interested party. We 
are seizing this opportunity 
to inform the people of the 
world of the potential crisis 
and violence that the govern-
ment of Nigeria and the Shell 
PDCSPDC plan to inflict on 
the Ogoni people. We want 
to stress that no oil produc-
tion can take place in Ogoni 
without a clear process of 
clean up achieved and broad-
based public discussion about 
the future of oil operations in 
Ogoni.

I 
expect to pass through 
this world but once. Any 
good therefore that I can 
do, or any kindness that 
I can show to any fellow 

creature, let me do it now. Let 
me not defer or neglect it, for I 
shall pass not this way again.” 
Ben Franklin (1773-1855).

“He who bestows his goods 
upon the poor, shall have as 
much again and ten times 
more.” John Bunyan (1628-
1688)

HRH, Eze Linus Nto Mba is 
the traditional ruler of Ata Ig-
boukwu Autonomous Commu-
nity, Ihechiowa, Arochukwu 
Lo cal Government of Abia 
State, a businessman of repute 
whose business interests cut 
across importation of stockfish 
and general goods, oil and gas 
and farming, among others.

Eze Mba built and equipped 
a cathedral for his community 
called Mater Misericodia Par-
ish, Ihechiowa, and just few a 
weeks ago another big church 
he built for a small village, 
Uburu Ihechiowa was blessed 
and commissioned by Most 
Rev. Lucius I. Ugorji, Catholic 
Bishop of Umuahia Diocese.

While preaching during the 
homily, Bishop Ugorji eulo-
gised Eze Mba for continually 
sowing seeds in the vineyard 
of God.

He note d not  a  long he 
bless e d Mater  Mis eric o da 
which was built by Eze Mba.

“The more you give,  the 
more God blesses a cheerful 
giver” said Ugorji.

He said that Eze Mba, in-
stead of tasking his people like 
other traditional rulers, has 
continued to sacrifice for them 
and other people beyond his 
domain by empowering them.

“If you are a ruler, the wel-
fare of your people should be 
paramount to you not milking 
them,” Ugorji admonished.

The Catholic Bishop noted 
that the monarch started from 
a humble beginning but now 
has risen to the top by a dint 
of hard work.

“Wake up and work for de-
velopment begins with human 
beings. God has given us vast 
and fertile land, let us culti-
vate. We should not be lazy.

Thereafter Ugorji proceed-
ed to Umuzomgbo Ihechiowa 
where he blessed and commis-
sioned Information Communi-
cation Technology (ICT) centre 
he built for skill acquisition.

In an address by members 
of Mater Misericordiae read by 
James Alicho, Chairman, Plan-
ning committee, thanked God 
for the generosity and wealth 
bestowed on Eze Mba.

He noted that some years 

My poor family background motivated me 
into being a philanthropist – Abia Monarch

Interview 

to deal with local actors in 
isolation was the fundamen-
tal failure. MOSOP wants 
to state unequivocally that 
the Ogoni issue had been a 
conflict involving three main 
parties namely, the federal 
government of Nigeria, the 
Oil industry led by Shell and 
the Ogoni people. Any at-
tempt to deal with any of the 
matters that had been raised 
as a result of the conflict must 
necessarily involve the three 
critical actors as stakeholders 

 UDOKA AGWU, UMUAHIA.

back people travelled from 
different destinations to wit-
ness the dedication of Mater 
misericordiae, blessing of the 
Presbytery, the Chapel of Per-
petual Eucharist Adoration, 
the Marian shrine, the Evan-
gelical bus, all purchased and 
built and donated by Eze Mba.

Alicho thanke d Go d for 
bestowing upon mankind and 
perhaps Ihechiowa Commu-
nity with a man of such heart.

He said that with the com-
missioning of the ICT and Skill 
Acquisition centre built by Eze 
Mba, a visionary leader and 
entrepreneur, the antidote to 
laziness, armed robbery, crazy 
for quick money and other so-
cial malaise had been tackled.

Alicho appealed to govern-
ment and parents to help in 
realising the essence of the 
centre.

Speaking during the cer-
emony, Eze Mba expressed his 
joy for the successful blessing 
of St Mark’s  Catholic Church, 
Uburu I he chiowa and ICT 
centre.

He disclosed that he was 
motivated into philanthropy 
due to the fact that he came 
from a poor family.

He said that he could not 
complete his secondary school 
Education because of money.

“When I was in Secondary 
which my community spon-
sored because of my brilliance 
but I could not continue as a 
result of the Biafra-Nigeria 
civil which disrupted,” said 
the Royal Father.

He hinte d that when he 
started petty trading he was 
using the high sea and asked 
God one thing that if he made 

him to become rich he would 
not forget what He (God) had 
done for him.

The Abia Royal  Father/
business mogul in the area of 
security, he singlehandedly 
built police station in Ihechio-
wa, Churches for God and ICT 
centre for empowerment.

“I suffered while growing 
up. I don’t want others to suf-
fer like me,” he said.

He hinted that ICT centre 
would be run by Kolping So-
ciety who would train people 
for skill acquisition.

On his farm which is over 
125 hectares, he said cassava, 
potatoes and other crops had 
been planted there while pig-
gery and poultry farms were 
equally established there.

E z e  M b a  d i s c l o s e d  t h at 
100 workers had been gain-
fully engaged in Linto Farms 
Limited.

He said garri and starch 
pro c essing plant had b e en 
installed right inside the farm.

But regretted that the prob-
lem facing his people was how 
to move their farm produce 
to the urban areas for sale 
because of the bad state of 
Ohafia-Arochukwu road.

He appealed to both Fed-
eral and state governments to 
come to the aid of his people 
who are predominantly farm-
ers.

The Royal father also de-
crie d the activ ities Fulani 
herdsmen who lead their cat-
tle to destroy other people’s 
wealth (Crops) and called on 
Federal Government to make 
haste to arrest the situation be-
fore it degenerates to another 
dimension.
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Wike Amaechi

Don Wanni’s killing: Who takes credit? 
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

C
l o s e  t o  m i d n i g h t  o n 
D e c emb er 31,  2017,  a 
p o p u l a r  m a n  o f  G o d 
with headquarters of 
his mega church located 

at  t h e  G o ve r n m e n t  Re s e r ve d 
Area (GRA) 2 in Port Harcourt, 
the jovial Prophet climbed to the 
pulpit in pensive mood, different 
from his usual mood on New Year 
eves. He looked up and uttered 
curses on Don Wanni, (real name; 
Johnson Igwedibia) and proph-
esied thus; “Unless you repent, I 
give you seven days to go down”. 
Most persons that usually throng 
the cross-over church s erv ic e 
there looked at each other. They 
whispered to one another how 
Baba (as they call him) is in a bad 
mood tonight. They knew that no 
man survived Baba’s curses. Don 
Wanni, go down?

Few hours later, the airwaves 
were constricted by the news that 
mass murder had taken place in 
Omoku. Omoku again? Worship-
pers returning from a midnight 
service had been attacked, leading 
to massacre. Bodies of children, 
women, and men were to surface 
around the world .  Everyb o dy 
shouted, Don Wanni. The dreaded 
killer had wiped away the fresh 
anointing on the foreheads of the 
innocent with his gun. The Holy 
Spirit had been challenged and no 
man has seen any case where the 
Holy Spirit lost a battle.

Few days later,  gun duel ex-
ploded in a location in faraway 
E n u g u  a n d  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  D o n 
Wanni and two of his bodyguards 
fell like rags with gaping holes 
in their heads. It was less than 
seven days. Many of the proud 
worshippers love to recount how 
Baba sent forth word, the word 
became bullets, the bullets went 
into guns held by solders of the 
6 Division of the Nigerian Army 
(Port Harcourt), traveled to Enugu 
and wiped off the lives of those 
who wiped off the anointing of 
the innocent. Holy Spirit,  take 
the glory, they chorused at a ho-
tel on Stadium Road where they 
gathered to review events of the 
fresh year.

A b o ut  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  R i v -
ers State former governor and 
now Minister of Transportation, 
I k w e re - b o r n  C h i b u i ke  Ro t i m i 
Amaechi, paid a hurried visit to 
the state and made a triumphant 
entry into Omoku. He condoled 
the relations of the victims of 
Don Wanni’s killing crusade and 
vowed that henceforth, the FG 
would protect the people of the 
state if  the state governor,  his 
bitterest rival though former best 
ally and kinsman, Nyesom Wike, 
would not protect them. Even up 

till Isiokpo where he was crowned 
with revered cap, he praised the 
FG and the security agencies for 
eventually taking out the dreaded 
mass killer.

Soon after, Governor Wike ar-
ranged a trip to Omoku too. These 
two former allies seem to know 
how each person’s mind works, 
and having applied same tricks 
in the past together, they seem 
to know what to expect from the 
other.

Wike paid huge condolences 
to the families of the victims and 
donated N50million to a girl that 
survive d the attacks.  The FG’s 
point man was not reported to 
have given any dime there. In-
stead, a group called Onelga Advo-
cates had derided Amaechi for not 
doing anything to alleviate the 
sufferings of the only surviving 
but crippled son of an APC local 
leader that had been wiped out 
with his family in 2015 by Don 
Wanni in the heat of the elections. 
What was made loud was that 
Amaechi paid an empty visit. The 
next moment, Wike paid a juicy 
visit. In these days of ‘stomach 
infrastructure’, it is obvious which 
visit carried immediate weight.

W h at  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  t h at 
Amaechi, in and outside Omoku, 
blamed Wike for the Omoku di-
sasters. Wike returned the visit 
and returned the accusation. To 
him, it is Amaechi that is caus-
ing insecurity in Rivers State. He 
accused Amaechi of making the 
FG not to support the amnesty he 

granted over 30,000 confessed 
cultists in the state. Don Wanni is 
one of those who obtained Wike’s 
amnesty. Don Wanni died massa-
cring people despite the amnesty 
flag on his head. This seems to 
be the take off of rhetoric, politi-
cisation and endless c onfusion 
that will never allow the truth to 
germinate in the endless Rivers 
political crisis that began in 2012.

Wike, in a statewide broadcast, 
claimed credit for the eventual 
killing of the killer, just as Amae-
chi went round accepting acco-
lades for the fall of Don Wanni. 
Christians think the Holy Spirit 
struck Don Wanni. So, who should 
take credit for this feat? 

Give it to FG, RSG – Emmah 
Okah

To Emma Okah, the Rivers State 
commissioner of Information and 
Communications, a strong Wike’s 
supporter, the credit should be 
given to both the FG and the Riv-
ers State Government (RSG).

He said: “The Rivers State Gov-
ernment sent a clear message on 
never to cover up the mass mur-
der of Christians returning from 
midnight service. He announced 
a bounty of N200million to any-
one with information. This sent a 
clear message for all to act fast. It 
worked quickly”.

He said the interesting thing 
was that s e curity agencies got 
Don Wanni fast. “How did they 
do it  s o fast this time around? 
It means they can do if political 
shackles are removed from their 

hands. The question is, why did 
they not do it since?”

Okah urged the security agen-
cies to do more. “The governor 
has made it clear that whatever is 
needed to get these things down, 
let them tell me.”

H e  s a i d  t h e  c h u r c h e s  t h at 
prayed on this matter should also 
be given credit, along with the FG 
and RSG.

Its FG only – Chris Finebone
To Chris Fineb one, publicity 

secretary of the opposition All 
Progressives Congress (APC) in the 
state, the credit belong solely to 
the FG. “The Federal Government 
obviously should take credit for 
the killing of Don Wanni. Firstly, 
the DSS (Department of State Se-
curity) and the Army belong to 
and take orders from the federal 
government. Next, key persons 
in the Rivers State Government 
are strongly suspected to have pa-
tronised Don Wani over the years. 
People should simply not allow 
the Rivers State Government to 
deceive them”.

Read my lips – Eze Chukwue-
meka Eze

Chukwuemeka Eze,  a  me dia 
consultant and special adviser to 
Davies Ikanya, APC chairman in 
the state, said the matter was still 
under investigation by the secu-
rity agencies. He however wants 
people to read his lips and read 
between the lines of what some 
organisations from Omoku have 
so far said in various statements. 
The Omoku groups have accused 
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Buratai 

a particular person of being Don 
Wanni’s sponsor and openly hav-
ing photo sessions with him. The 
person so accused has responded 
too. “I am not sure whether an-
other group can know the truth 
better than these groups who are 
resident in this axis. It is left for 
the Security Agencies to study 
some of these statements to bring 
the culprits to book,” he said. 

Read also Tonye Banigo’s trea-
tise which gave a proper reasoning 
behind the birth and operations 
of Don Wanny and likely forces 
behind his death. “I presume that 
the positions of these groups and 
persons will give you an insight 
on the sponsors of this agent of 
darkness used to decimate key 
APC members in ONELGA axis, 
and those that will like him to 
be killed to avoid him exposing 
them but God of Rivers State and 
the blood of those that they killed 
will surely expose them before the 
year runs off.”

Politics, counter-accusations, 
new theories

As usual, the opposing politi-
cal actors in the state have taken 
over from where the soldiers that 
pulled the trigger stopped. Amae-
chi ac cus e d Wike of presiding 
over mass deaths; Wike accused 
Amaechi of frustrating security 
measures of the state. These state-
ments carry huge implications 
were it  to b e a c ountry where 
people were made to account for 
their words.  Each camp wants 
further action to pin down Don 
Wanni’s sponsors.

Groups from Omoku allege d 
that Gov Wike’s  ambition had 
‘changed the peaceful ambience of 
the state, especially Orashi region, 
to daily bloodletting.’

The stakeholders,  under the 
aegis of Civil Society Groups in 
Orashi  Region and Orashi  Na-
tional Congress (ONC), spoke on 
Wednesday at a conference ad-
dressed by the president of ONC, 
Emeni Ibe, which was attended 
by the Chief Me dical  Dire ctor 
(CMD) of University of Port Har-
court Teaching Hospital (UPTH), 
the professor, Henry Ugboma, an 
indigene of Ndoni in ONELGA; 
another stakeholder from Ndoni, 
the chief, Henry Odili; monarchs; 
leaders and other personalities.

T h e  s t a k e h o l d e r s  a c c u s e d 
Wike, Rivers State PDP boss, Felix 
Obuah, an indigene of Omoku of 
ONELGA, Elemchukwu Ogbowu, 
as some of the sponsors of Igwedi-
bia. The Rivers governor, who was 
in Omoku on Tuesday to commis-
erate with the bereaved families, 
however, denied sponsoring Ig-
wedibia and others.

Ogbowu admitted that he and 
the terrorist  ( Igwe dibia)  were 
from the same Aligwu commu-
nity in ONELGA, but he never 
sp ons ore d him and others.  Ib e 
said: “The genocide and terrorism 
in Orashi region are highly con-

demnable, hence the perpetrators 
and sponsors should be brought to 
book. Security in Orashi should 
b e improve d to rid the area of 
criminals roaming and terrorising 
people.

“There is suspicion that security 
agencies and operatives in Orashi 
may have compromised, hence 
their roles should be investigated. 
The multinational oil companies in 
Orashi should desist from patronis-
ing criminals in their exploration and 
exploitation activities.

“The Federal Government, inter-
national community, donor agencies 
and humanitarian agencies should 
attend to the needs of the victims. 
We enjoin youths to toe the path of 
peace and shun crimes and vices. 
“In view of the strategic economic 
contribution of Orashi region, the 
Federal Government should embark 
on people-oriented programmes that 
will ameliorate the suffering of the 
people and create employment for 
our youths.”

Governor Wike also accused APC 
of recruiting blacklisted cultists to 

fight for elections in 2019 but Fine-
bone rejected the accusation, saying 
the APC was not like the Rivers PDP 
that rode to power on the skulls of 
hundreds.

A social commentator, Tonye 
Banigo, had issued an analysis say-
ing PDP boss, Obuah, had developed 
ambition to rule the state after Wike, 
and this did not seem to go down well 
with Wike. He claimed that Wike 
knew that Obuah had money and 
power, and to whittle this down, the 
governor had to push the Army to 
knock out Obuah’s enforcer.

Obuah’s camp countered that 
the party boss did not even know 
D o n  W a n n i  i n  p e r s o n  e xc e p t 
when the c orps e surfac e d and 
could not have been sponsoring 
someone he did not know.

The various accusations seem 
difficult to string along lines of 
logic. The PDP said Amaechi was 
p rote ct i n g  Don  W a n n i ,  but  i t 
was APC and Amaechi’s loyalists 
that were killed before and dur-
ing the 2015 elections. Amaechi 
camp says Wike was Don Wanni’s 

godfather but Wike has only been 
on seat as governor for only two 
years. A source however said Don 
Wanni was a freelance killer who 
worke d for the highest bidder. 
O g b o w u  w h o s e  p h o t o  s e s s i o n 
with Don Wanni is everywhere 
said he was only snapping with 
his kinsman.

Conclusion:
Don Wanni grew up as a quiet 

lad and dropped out of second-
ary school soon after joining a 
cult group. He allegedly rose fast 
through ruthlessness and to ok 
over after killing his gang leaders. 
His fame spelt terror and soon, 
oil giants in the area embraced 
him for prote ction. His wealth 
exploded.

At this point, he began to ex-
pand his sphere of influence wider 
in the state and beyond. Politicians 
allegedly from both sides began 
to buy his services and influence. 
The mother of an Amaechi com-
missioner was killed, others were 
abducted. Omoku became no go 
area and internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs) became real.

On the night he allegedly killed 
the church goers, he crossed the 
forest from Imo State. He is called 
the ‘python that owns the forest’. 
He was said to be killing people 
to prove to the security group put 
together by the local council care-
taker chairman that they cannot 
provide security in Omoku.

He may have succeeded but he 
also succeeded in proving that man 
cannot be above God. The problem 
is, many expected Don Wanni to 
be captured to tell his story, but 
others fear that since the man 
had escaped the army many times, 
keeping him alive could be risky 
because of miraculous escape. It 
is said to be his dangerous brother 
now on the run that is an issue. The 
story is yet to bottom out.
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O
ne of the many 
contradictions that 
define Nigeria as a 
country is the pov-
erty of her people 

in the midst of stupendous na-
tional wealth. It is estimated that 
70 percent of the country’s over 
170 million people are poor. A 
good percentage of this number 
actually lives below poverty line.

The wealth of the country 
has not in any way translated 
into good and quality education, 
health system, low cost and af-
fordable housing schemes, social 
welfare scheme and safety nets 
for the people.

As a result, in the midst of 
their poverty, the people fend 
for themselves and provide all 
their basic needs among which 
is housing. Unfortunately, when 
concerns are raised about the 
housing situation in the coun-
try, where demand-supply gap 
is in excess of 17 million units, 
homeownership level is below 
15 percent and the country’s total 
housing stock is a little above 13 
million units, not much is said 
about the source of housing fi-
nance in the country.

Contrary to what obtains in 
the advanced economies of the 
world where housing finance is 
synonymous with mortgage, and 
the only known way of building 
or buying and owning homes is 
by applying for and accessing a 
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mortgage facility, home seekers in 
Nigeria generally resort to house-
hold income or money saved by 
individuals to own one.

This is perhaps, one of a few 
countries where homeownership 
is achieved, almost 100 percent, 
from own savings or through 
communal and co-operative ef-
forts which rarely happens in 
most communities.

In Lagos, the country’s com-
mercial nerve centre, for in-
stance, there are about 20 million 
people in the city with about 80 
percent of them living in rented 
accommodation. Unconfirmed 
report has it that about 86 per-
cent of the housing stock in this 
city is funded from household 
income.

Experts estimate that housing 
finance by public authorities in 
Nigeria is about 10 percent; mort-
gage banks contribute about 2 
percent, while contribution from 
banks and other institutions is 
insignificant.

In a comparative analysis of 
what obtains in Nigeria, Ghana 
and South Africa, Sonnie Ayere, 
CEO, Dunn Loren Merrifield, 
noted at a forum in Lagos that 
in South Africa, mortgage con-
tributes about 40 percent of 
housing finance while in Ghana, 
our much smaller West African 
neighbour, the contribution is 3 
percent. These are several steps 
away from Nigeria where mort-

gage contribution is less than 1 
percent.

This low mortgage contribu-
tion to housing finance in coun-
try is due to the cumbersome and 
unfriendly land administration 
in the country which makes it 
rank the highest in property 
registration and construction 
permits difficulties.

The country is ahead of all 
other African countries in pro-
cedures legally required for reg-
istering property. It takes almost 
360 days to register property 
here as against Ghana’s less than 
10 days. In Lagos, the cost of regis-
tering property was, before now, 
about 15 percent of the value of 
the property.

Also before now, getting a 
property registered in Lagos 
involved long and cumbersome 
procedures, that required about 
eight stages and 30 steps for each 
of the lender and the borrower 
and this is part of the major rea-
sons for the difficulties in getting 
mortgage for housing finance.

This is against what obtains 
in other economies including 
Ghana and South Africa. Ghana, 
before now, had a dysfunctional 
land administration, long and 
expensive procedures that lasted 
up to five years and involving 
six different agencies supervis-
ing which resulted in inefficient 
state land bureaucracy and cus-
tomary tenure.

When, however, the coun-
try’s government instituted re-
forms, property registration was 
cut to 34 days and queues at the 
lands commission disappeared, 
making it possible for the mort-
gage sector to thrive.

In Egypt, government identi-
fied high fees and inefficient 
government agencies that hin-
dered the formalisation of real 
estate as a major issue and sorted 
it out by reducing property reg-
istration fees; simplifying the 
property registration process, 
thus encouraging citizens and 
companies to obtain titles.

To make mortgage contribute 
significantly to housing finance 
in Nigeria, governments at both 
the federal and state levels 
should start discarding multiple 
verification payment, deploy-
ment of Global Information 
Services (GIS), making payments 
with a single receipt, improving 
capacity building and significant 
investment in technology.

Developers and mortgage 
providers say this is a way for 
the mortgage industry in Nige-
ria and, according to Hakeem 
Oguniran, managing director, 

UACN Property Development 
Company (UPDC) plc, there are 
five drawbacks to housing fi-
nance including cost, character, 
capacity, collateral and condi-
tions.

Oguniran said at a real estate 
event in Lagos that the problem 
with land registration was with 
the Nigerian system, explaining 
that the system was people-
driven and not process-driven. 
He recommended that there 
should be one-stop-shop for per-
fecting title and should be made 
business-like.

Abimbola Olayinka, a mort-
gage expert, says the Land Use 
Act should be used to empower 
the people and not as an eco-
nomic and political tool by state 
chief executives, adding that the 
Act should be taken away from 
the constitution so that it could 
be easily tinkered with.

He recommends that land ad-
ministrators should adopt what 
he calls three-one-three strategy 
for land registration, explain-
ing that “land titles should be 
perfected in three days at one 
central place, and at the cost of 3 
percent of the value of the land”.

Fulani herdsmen: Politicising capital for private businesses   
the Grazing Bill and the pro-
posed cattle colony or whatever 
they are calling it, you also see 
the politicisation of capital and 
the willingness of the Federal 
Government to be entangled in 
this politics. The Federal Govern-
ment wants every state to give 
Fulani herdsmen land for their 
cattle. For heaven’s sake, this 
is a private business and how 
many farmers are being given 
free land in the North or traders 
given free shops in the North? 
Land is an aspect of capital as 
far as business in concerned and 
in any private business; it is the 
responsibility of the business 
owner. Government can only 
give subsidy to these herdsmen. 
The best solution is privately-
owned ranches because there is 
a probability that the cow colo-
nies will not even contain these 
herdsmen who are notorious for 
their trespassing penchant.

Isiguzo, a public affairs com-
mentator, writes from Lagos

N
igeria is going through 
a phase of national 
crisis and terrorism 
in the incessant vio-

lent attacks of Nigerians by 
Fulani herdsmen. Like every 
major issue, the crisis has been 
so politicised and has polarised 
Nigeria along ethnic divides. At 
the heart of this problem are the 
issue of capital and the greed of 
the Fulani capitalist cow own-
ers. This crisis is about capital, 
the cost of maintaining ranches 
for livestock. It is unequivocal to 
say that the migration of herds-
men from northern to southern 
Nigeria in search of pastures for 
their livestock is due to Fulani 
cow owners’ greed and quest for 
cheap method of maintaining 
their livestock business. This 
issue is more of an economic 
issue than political. The method 
of employing Fulani peasants, 

man who wants to invest very 
little and maximise profit. This 
fear of cost is fundamental in 
every business and this is not 
different in the way business 
corporations that hire contracts 
staffs as an alternative to per-
manent staff which is costlier 
to maintain. Many Corporations 
particularly Nigerian Banks think 
like Fulani cow owners. The only 
difference is that Fulani cow 
owners’ method of herding cows 
is more destructive as it has cost 
Nigeria thousands of lives, and 
destruction of farms. Of course, 
human life is sacred and cannot 
be quantified. India has the 
largest cattle inventory in the 
world in 2017 followe d by 
Brazil and China, with Unit-
ed States of America taking 
the fourth position. Roughly 
63percent of the world’s cattle 
are in India, Brazil & China. 
India has the largest cattle in-
ventory in the world followed 
by Brazil & China and they 

don’t allow cows roaming wild 
in people’s farms and on the 
streets. Cattle ranching have 
given these countries enormous 
results, roughly 63percent of 
the world’s cattle are in India, 
Brazil & China. Throughout 
most of the 1800s, ranchers 
in the United States leave the 
cattle to roam the prairie but 
not anymore! In Nigeria, we are 
still talking of herding cattle in 
2018, no wonder Donald Trump 
referred Nigeria as “shithole”. 
Cattle owners in these countries 
are not shying away from the cost 
of setting up ranches for their 
cattle. In fact, if you ask any of the 
ranch owners in these countries, 
I bet they will tell you the major 
cost in keeping cattle is incurred 
mostly on land, buying feed, and 
labor; and studies on ranching 
across the globe says the same. 
Our Fulani brothers are fleeing 
from cost. You can’t have your 
cake and eat it.

Again, when you examine 

who travel across Nigeria in 
search of pastures for cows, is 
more cost effective than main-
taining cattle ranches that will 
involve acquiring land, building 
and maintaining ranch struc-
ture, sustaining technology and 
manpower required to run the 
ranches, buying of feeds which 
ordinarily will cost them noth-
ing if the cows are allowed to 
roam – even in people’s farm 
while destroying farm products 
–, paying of tax etc. A close exam-
ination of this issue will reveal 
that it is not as if people do not 
know that the logic of ranches 
for livestock supersedes the Fu-
lani crude tradition of migrating 
with cows which has led to loss 
of lives and properties worth 
billions of Naira. Many societies 
like USA and Australia started 
from herding cows manned by 
Cowboys and evolved to keeping 
cattle in ranches.

The core issue in this crisis is 
the mentality of every business 

Destiny Chikwurah isiguzo
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A 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e 
scripture that nev-
er ceases to amaze 
me and on which 
faith is anchored 

is found in Heb.11:1, “Faith is the 
substance of things hoped for...”

Many a time we adjudge God 
to be unfaithful to His words. 
Though we may not out rightly 
say that, our actions and reac-
tions show it, when what we 
have asked God for does not 
show up, or when it looks as 
though it is taking too long. 
Silently we have licked our 
wounds and our inner systems 
begin to interpret God to be 

Growth for success
unfaithful. The Bible says the 
labour of fools weary them 
because they are not wise unto 
what they are supposed to do 
(Eccl.10:15 paraphrased). In the 
kingdom of God you do not get 
result by magic or luck. You get 
results by understanding and 
following the principle. Hope 
is defined as “a feeling of ex-
pectations and desire for a par-
ticular thing to happen”. Many 
believers profess faith in God 
for great things but deep down 
in their heart, the image they 
carry is contrary to what they 
profess with their mouth. As a 
result there is no way they are 
going to experience the power 
of God in their situation. The 
truth also is that your life will 
print out the picture in your 
heart. If you are poor, check 
the picture in your heart. For 
us to get result in the kingdom 
of God, the picture in our hearts 
must align with the scripture in 
our mouth. So when we miss it 
in this regard it looks like God 

has failed us.
When occurrences like this 

become too frequent, we begin 
to operate in great unbelief and 
our systems harden up to receiv-
ing from God. Outwardly people 
see us as being prayerful and 
devout, our church attendance 
has not dwindled, but inwardly 
we are hurt and bitter.

Many times, as believers we 
operate on assumptions not on 
the truth as designed by God. 
We are like a fresh student in the 
primary school just enrolled, en-
thusiastic and excited only about 
being a student but never ready 
to study to pass as a student. We 
put on the uniform, we carry our 
bags and school bus drops us in 
school but we are neither read-
ing not studying. We participate 
in the extra curricula activities 
but not in the exact things that 
makes us student. The world 
sees us as dutiful and serious 
minded student but never know 
we only have the appearance but 
the substance is missing. You 

can guess what becomes of such 
student when it is time for exam, 
they fail woefully.

The same thing happen to us 
in life, we possess the form of 
godliness, very pious looking, 
but when we are confronted 
with the EXAMS OF LIFE, the 
result is there for all to see. So 
sad! Scripture says... When we 
fail in the days of adversity, or 
the time of our testing then our 
strength is small (Prov. 24:10). 
The intention of God for His 
children is to do as admonished 
in Matt. 6:33  ...seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and its 
righteousness... What is being 
communicated to us in all seri-
ousness is to exercise ourselves 
in the operational methodology 
of the kingdom of God. The em-
phasis is so great and the result 
will be grave if we fail to do as 
admonished. If you look at the 
problems that men face in life, 
the same scripture made it clear 
to us that as we give attention 
to this understanding, those 
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problems will be non-existent in 
our lives. He even said we would 
have the things that the gentiles 
seek after. The day we receive 
Jesus is the day we are given 
birth to into the kingdom of God 
as new born babies, irrespective 
of chronological age. God knew 
the importance of this hence, the 
reason He gave us 1Pet.2:2, that 
as new born babies we should 
desire the sincere milk of the 
word of God that we may grow 
thereby. Growth in every area of 
our lives, which implies under-
standing of the purpose of the 
kingdom, our own purpose in 
the kingdom, and working of the 
kingdom etc. They all form part 
of our growth and are critical to 
our performance in life. Once 
we are not in on this truth, our 
growth will be anemic and we 
would be so frail in the affairs of 
life that instead of us being vic-
tors, we would be victims.

Remain blessed as the expec-
tations of your heart match your 
conversation.

‘We want to strengthen capacity in nutrition, dietetic’

D
ufil Prima Foods Plc 
as part of its effort at 
building capacity and 
assisting in training 

high level Nutrition and Di-
etetic manpower in the country 
has awarded 12 Msc students 
of Nutrition and Dietetic with 
scholarship worth N5.4million in 
its yearly MSc Nutrition Award.

Tope Ashiwaju, Group Public 
Relations and Event Manager, 
Dufil Prima Foods Plc speaking 
during the cheque presentation 
ceremony at the 9th edition of the 
programme said that the scholar-
ship scheme is a noble course the 
brand is pleased to be associated 
with, as it serves as a means of giv-
ing back to the society, in order to 
produce highly trained nutrition-
ists that would drive development 
in the food sector.

Ashiwaju re-emphasised that 

Dufil is a socially responsible 
brand that is committed to the 
development of manpower in 
the field of nutrition and di-
etetic in which the brand is a 
major player.

“Aside from the company’s 
desire to build manpower and 
impact positively in the health 
sector, owing to the fact that a 
lot of sicknesses and diseases 
are caused by malnutrition and 
intake of the wrong diet, Dufil 
Prima Foods Plc is positioned as 
one of the health-friendly food 
companies in Nigeria, and in 
order to maintain this, the organ-
isation would need the services 
of well-trained nutritionists and 
dieticians, which we hope this 
initiative will go a long way in 
achieving.”

According to him, “It is the 
hope of the Dufil that in the near-
est future, Nigeria can boost the 
quality manpower in the area 
of nutrition and dietetics as very 
few universities offer nutrition at 
the first degree and Master level 

KELECHI EWUZIE
at the moment, a situation which 
has led to shortage of manpower 
in this sector. We want to re-write 
the nutrition template of our dear 
country, and Dufil as a brand is 
committed to raising seasoned 
professionals in this field who 
in the nearest future can place 
us as a nation side by side other 
developed nations in this regard.” 
He said.

Tunde Oguntona, coordina-
tor of the Dufil M.Sc. Nutrition 
Award from the Department of 
Nutrition and Dietetics, Federal 
University of Agriculture, Abeo-
kuta, commended Dufil Prima 
Foods for responding positively 
to sponsor the scholarship award, 
which he said had recorded huge 
success and growth since its in-
ception in 2009.

Explaining the aim of the 
scholarship, Oguntona said the 
scheme is meant to promote the 
study of Nutrition in Nigeria. Ac-
cording to him, “Nutrition is the 
bedrock of medicine, and healthy 
living starts with the kind of food 
we consume.”

The 12 recipients of the schol-
arship grant which were drawn 
from a pool of over two hundred 
entries received nationwide came 
from different universities, and 
have their origin from twelve 
different states which cuts across 
the six geo-political zones of the 
country.

The awardees were encour-
aged to be committed to their 
studies. Each of the awardees 
received a total sum of N450, 
000 which covers their tuition, 
research grant, study materials 
and stipends for the duration of 
their Post-graduate programme.

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

Akwa Ibom takes delivery of manufacturing 
equipment to boost industrialisation

T
he Akwa Ib om State 
government has taken 
delivery of plastic man-
ufacturing equipment 

worth millions of naira as part 
of efforts to boost its industrial 
development programme.

The state government has 
already set up toothpick and 
pencil factories as part of efforts 
to facilitate cottage industries that 
would create jobs for the youths.

In addition, a metering solu-
tion firm, as well as, a syringe 
manufacturing factory believed 
to be one of the largest in the 
country, had already been estab-
lished by the state government.

Ufot Ebong, Senior Special 
Assistant to the governor on 
Technical Matters and Due Pro-
cess, who confirmed the arrival 
of the machines, said it would 
encourage the growth of cottage 
industries to provide employ-
ment in the state.

Ebong who spoke in an inter-
view explained that the cottage 
industries would be concentrated 
within certain locations to enable 
them ‘share their services and 
boost economy of scale’ as well, 
would produce plastic utensils, 
like cups and buckets among 
others. He expressed the com-
mitment of the state government 
towards its industrial develop-
ment agenda.

  “The machines have arrived 
and we are preparing the factory 
for installation of the equipment,’’ 
he said.

The senior adviser noted the 
plastic factory would be commis-
sioned later this year in line with 
the pledge made by Governor 

Udom Emmanuel while present-
ing this year’s budget adding that 
the vision behind the establish-
ment of cottage industries such as 
the toothpick and pencil factories 
is to create wealth and reawaken 
the spirit of entrepreneurship 
including good work ethics.

“Some of the mega projects 
take long time to be set up, so 
while waiting for them , we are 
using the Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) to create jobs 
for the youths,’’ he said.

He also disclosed that a tomato 
processing plant would be set up 
in the state as the state govern-
ment has no business importing 
tomatoes and urged indigenes 
to be involved in productive 
ventures.

Ebong who denied reports 
that the pencil factory has been 
shut down due to default in the 
payment of workers’ salary ex-
plained that the delay in the pay-
ment of their entitlements had 
been resolved with the strength-
ening of the firm’s management.

Ebong disclosed that much has 
been achieved in the industrial 
sector and the provision of basic 
infrastructure due to due dili-
gence by the state government.

He denied that the Ibom Tropi-
cana project has been abandoned 
saying that the state govern-
ment has given approval for the 
commencement of work on the 
project which was initiated by the 
immediate past administration.

Ebong who blamed poor proj-
ect management for the delay 
in the completion of projects 
explained that the Ibom Deep 
Sea Port at Ibaka in Mbo Local 
Government Area of the state was 
on course and that the project is 
in its procurement phase.
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The imperative of food preservation

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

O
ne of the critical issues 
to be addressed to-
wards achieving food 
security and safety is 
that of preservation. 

Several researches have shown 
that in many countries where 
there are no good roads, stable 
electric power supply, adequate 
water and application of relevant 
technology to support preserva-
tion there is a lot of post-harvest 
losses. There may be enough food 
for everyone but these critical fac-
tors could lead to food insecurity. 
Nigeria is no exception.

For instance, it is not unusual 
in states such as Benue and Ondo 
to find heaps of fruits like oranges, 
grapes, pine apple and bananas rot-
ting away at the rural farms due to 
lack of processing knowhow.

The various Ministries of Ag-
riculture at the state and federal 
levels should put in place measures 
that would reduce such huge losses 

by providing an enabling environ-
ment. Also, by engaging in mas-
sive human capital development 
through farm extension workers 
who should be graduates in the 
field of agriculture and related 
disciplines. There should also be 
the upgrading of local food preser-
vation methods adaptable to their 
immediate needs.

For instance, many local farmers 
may not be aware of some relevant 
research findings in this regard. A 
Nigerian teacher, Mohammed Bah 
Abba has invented a cooling sys-
tem with the capacity to preserve 
perishable food in climates that 
lack sufficient water or rainfall. His 
motivation was out of concern for 
the rural poor and by a deep inter-
est in using indigenous African 
technology to develop practical, 
local solutions to rural problems.

His “pot-in-pot” cooling system 
is based on a simple physical princi-
ple that was even in use in ancient 
Egypt. It is simple, affordable and 
made from local materials. A clay 
pot is filled with wet sand, which 
is kept moist. A second smaller pot 
is placed into the wet sand in the 
bigger pot, which is then covered 
with a damp cloth. As the water 
in the sand evaporates, it drops 
the temperature, and cools the 
inner pot.

The invention that has been 
made public since 2009 is expected 
to have a significant impact in 
Nigerian villages and even allows 
young girls to attend school since 
they do not have to hawk food ev-
ery day. It also increases family in-
come and helps to reduce disease.

The truth however, is that a 
lot more still needs to be done for 
mass public enlightenment. The 

more farmers who are aware and 
deploy such local technology, the 
better for Nigeria’s food security. 
Home makers too need to know 
what they could do to preserve 
some basic food items they are 
not going to cook immediately. In 
addition, the issue of food pres-
ervation should not be left to the 
government alone. The private sec-
tor has to come in as the example 
highlighted below.

According to Mr. Prashant 
Sinha recent findings have also 
revealed that about 70 percent 
of what farmers in the country 
produce is usually lost between 
the farmlands and the markets 
due to the absence of a good trans-
portation system. He made this 
statement in Abuja when Stallion 
Motors Limited moved to reduce 
post-harvest losses associated 
with agricultural products, as it 
unveiled a scheme that would 
enable it to distribute 316 pick-up 
vans to farmers. That was some 
five years ago.

Each truck, according to Sinha, 
is valued at N2.28million and given 
to farmers at a discounted rate of 
40 percent. He said the move was 
part of efforts aimed at assisting the 
Federal Government to achieve its 
agriculture transformation agenda.

He, however, expressed opti-
mism that with the new initia-
tive, the anomaly would be cor-
rected. Sinha said: “This promises 
to change the fortunes of farmers 
and improve the way they farm, 
and chart a new horizon for agro 
business in Nigeria. There is no 
gainsaying that the surest way 
to transform a nation is to first 
help it become sufficient in food 
production.

 The different scientific meth-
ods of food preservation

Preservation usually involves 
preventing the growth of bacteria, 
fungi (such as yeasts), and other 
micro-organisms (although some 
methods work by introducing be-
nign bacteria, or fungi to the food), 
as well as retarding the oxidation 
of fats which cause rancidity. Food 
preservation can also include 
processes which inhibit visual de-
terioration, such as the enzymatic 
browning reaction in apples after 
they are cut, which can occur dur-
ing food preparation.

Many processes designed to 
preserve food will involve a num-
ber of food preservation methods. 
Preserving fruit by turning it into 
jam, for example, involves boiling 
(to reduce the fruit’s moisture 
content and to kill bacteria, yeasts, 
etc.), sugaring (to prevent their 
re-growth) and sealing within an 
airtight jar (to prevent recontami-
nation). There are many traditional 
methods of preserving food that 
limit the energy inputs and reduce 
carbon footprint.

Maintaining or creating nutri-
tional value, texture and flavour 
is an important aspect of food 
preservation, although, histori-
cally, some methods drastically 
altered the character of the food 
being preserved. In many cases 
these changes have now come to be 
seen as desirable qualities – cheese, 
yoghurt and pickled onions being 
common examples.

 Drying
Drying is one of the most an-

cient food preservation techniques, 
which reduces water activity suffi-
ciently to prevent bacterial growth.

Refrigeration

Refrigeration preserves food 
by slowing down the growth and 
reproduction of micro-organisms 
and the action of enzymes which 
cause food to rot. The introduction 
of commercial and domestic refrig-
erators drastically improved the 
diets of many in the Western world 
by allowing foods such as fresh 
fruit, salads and dairy products to 
be stored safely for longer periods, 
particularly during warm weather.

Freezing
Freezing is also one of the most 

commonly used processes com-
mercially and domestically for 
preserving a very wide range of 
food including prepared food stuffs 
which would not have required 
freezing in their unprepared state. 
For example, potato waffles are 
stored in the freezer, but potatoes 
themselves require only a cool dark 
place to ensure many months’ stor-
age. Cold stores provide large vol-
ume, long-term storage for strategic 
food stocks held in case of national 
emergency in many countries.

Smoking is used to lengthen the 
shelf life of perishable food items. 
This effect is achieved by exposing 
the food to smoke from burning 
plant materials such as wood. Most 
commonly subjected to this method 
of food preservation are meats and 
fish that have undergone curing. 
Fruits and vegetables like paprika, 
cheeses, spices, and ingredients for 
making drinks such as malt and tea 
leaves are also smoked, but mainly 
for cooking or flavoring them. It is 
one of the oldest food preservation 
methods, which probably arose 
after the development of cooking 
with fire.

What Kills Inequality – Part 3
Even elites who disavow populism 
deflect attention from the real prob-
lems. Many American academics, 
for example, champion affirmative 
action, which tends to favor the 
wealthiest minorities and makes 
no real dent in inequality. Given all 
these barriers to reform, Scheidel’s 
pessimism can seem well founded. 

Equality in peace?
But Scheidel’s own narrative also 

offers cause for hope: as The Great 
Leveleracknowledges, some coun-
tries have found ways to reduce 
inequality without a catastrophe. 
In the 1950s, Scheidel reports, South 
Korea undertook land redistribu-
tion in order to mollify its peasants 
and discourage them from allying 
with communist North Korea. 
During the same period, Taiwan, 
fearing an invasion from mainland 
China, ushered in similar reforms to 
consolidate domestic support. 

Both places thus managed to 
promote equality peacefully, in or-
der to prevent violence that would 
have proved far costlier for elites. 
Scheidel explains away these cases 
by noting that World War II and 
the Korean War empowered the 
masses and softened the elites. Yet 
he also notes that Mesopotamian 
rulers from 2400 BC to 1600 BC 
repeatedly provided debt relief 
to counter potential instability. 
Although these resets did noth-
ing to right the structural sources 
of inequality, they managed to 
keep economic disparities within 
bounds.

Until recently, the only way to 
become fabulously rich was to prey 

on the fruits of others’ labor.
Scheidel could also have men-

tioned an instructive case from 
the Ottoman Empire. From the 
fourteenth century onward, Otto-
man sultans regularly expropriated 
their subjects, including merchants, 
soldiers, and state officials. In the 
empire’s heyday, the sixteenth 
century, abrogating that privilege 
would have been unthinkable. 

But beginning in the late eigh-
teenth century, the economic, 
technological, and military rise 
of Europe caused the sultanate to 
worry that keeping that privilege 
in place would hold back economic 
growth, encourage secessions, and 
set the stage for foreign occupation. 
And so in 1839, Sultan Abdulmecid 
I peacefully gave up this privilege, 
along with several others that 
Ottoman elites had enjoyed for 
centuries. A few years later, he re-
formed the judicial system, setting 
up secular courts available to people 
of all faiths as an alternative to 
Islamic courts, which, by discrimi-
nating against commoners and 
non-Muslims, had long contributed 
to inequality. 

In all these cases, the benefi-
ciaries of entrenched privileges, 
recognizing a looming existential 
threat, chose to undertake reforms. 
Today’s populist surge does not yet 
pose a serious threat to the fortunes 
of the very rich. But if Scheidel’s 
forecast of ever-worsening inequal-
ity materializes, that might change. 
The trigger could come from, say, a 
takeover in some G-7 country by 
radical redistributionists. At that 

point, elites might form political co-
alitions to pursue top-down reforms 
now considered hopelessly unreal-
istic. In times of peace and stability, 
as Olson recognized in The Rise 
and Decline of Nations, elites form 
self-serving coalitions to increase 
their wealth. Faced with the pos-
sibility of losing all, they might do 
the same to stave off a more drastic 
redistribution.

As with any collective action, 
free-riding could get in the way. 
Certain superrich individuals might 
choose to let other elites bear the 
burdens involved in lessening in-
equality, such as funding a new bi-
partisan coalition, and if there were 
enough free riders, the overall effort 
would fail. Yet the very nature 
of rising inequality would lessen 
the disincentives to cooperate: the 
more wealth gets concentrated at 
the top, the smaller the number of 
people who must get organized to 
form a movement committed to 
slashing inequality. In the United 
States today, there are just over 
100 decabillionaires—people with 
11-digit net worths; if only half of 
them formed a political bloc aimed 
at raising estate taxes to equalize 
educational opportunities, the ef-
fort would likely gain traction. 

There is another reason to scale 
down the pessimism, and it has 
to do with the relative salience of 
various types of inequality. The 
Great Leveler focuses on inequality 
within nations, paying little atten-
tion to inequality among nations. 
But the latter is becoming increas-
ingly relevant to human happiness. 

Just as mass transportation made 
national disparities matter to people 
whose frame of reference had pre-
viously been limited to their own 
local communities, so the Internet 
is heightening the relevance of 
international disparities. 

It means more to today’s Chi-
nese, Egyptians, and Mexicans 
than it did to their grandparents 
that they are generally poorer than 
Americans. Technologies that give 
people in the developing world 
greater contact with people in the 
developed world—from video chat 
to online universities—promise to 
make such global differences matter 
even more, thus reducing the sig-
nificance of the national inequality 
on which Scheidel focuses.

The good news is that global in-
equality has lessened dramatically 
since World War II, even as income 
and wealth have become more 
concentrated within individual 
countries. With economically un-
derdeveloped countries growing 
more rapidly than developed coun-
tries—in large part thanks to falling 
trade barriers in the developed 
world—the gaps between people in 
different countries has narrowed. 
As late as 1975, half of the planet’s 
population lived below today’s 
poverty line of $1.90 a day, which 
the World Bank considers extreme 
poverty. That proportion has now 
fallen to ten percent. Countries that 
entered the early stages of indus-
trialization just a few decades ago, 
from India and Malaysia to Chile 
and Mexico, now export high-tech 
goods. 
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Y
et another obstacle to 
reform lies in efforts to 
discourage the bottom 
50 percent from mobiliz-

ing. Across the world, elites have 
promoted ideologies that focus the 
poor’s attention on noneconomic 
flash points, such as culture, ethnic-
ity, and religion. They also spread 
conspiracy theories that attribute 
chronic inequalities to evildoers, 
real or imagined. Today’s populist 
politicians—both the right-wing 
and the left-wing varieties—de-
monize particular groups, thereby 
deflecting attention from genuine 
sources of economic inequality. 

For U.S. President Donald Trump 
and France’s Marine Le Pen, it 
is immigrants; for U.S. Senator 
Bernie Sanders and France’s Jean-
Luc Mélenchon, it is corporations. 



‘Nigeria’s export market is big 
enough to sustain the economy’

C
an you give us an overview of 
2017 and innovations you in-
troduced via your platform?

It was a great year as co-
kodeal.com drove export rev-

enues and connected hundreds of SMEs 
to local and foreign buyers to trade; 
deepening the market, unlocking values 
in unexpected places and capturing 
more of the value. Our highest returns 
came from the Nigerian foodstuff and 
commodities export market.

For innovation, yes, users can now 
directly find and message other busi-
nesses for deals on the platform; work-
ing with Flutter-wave to integrate Rave, 
a pan-African payment gateway to help 
Nigerians receive funds internationally. 
We also launched the Online Trade Fair, 
which allows users a few days to display 
goods in order to get massive exposure 
for leads and sales

Has Cokodeal moved beyond being 
on online platform to becoming a full-
fledged business enterprise considering 
some of the services you render?

Yes, Cokodeal is fully an operational 
business from Abuja, with sales force in 
Lagos, Kano and Abia states.

In your opinion, what can the gov-
ernment do to encourage individual 
exporters of produce?

According to a quote I gave in a 
speech last year, Nigerian government 
and its allies enjoy crude oil revenue 
while people create the goods and 
commodities. If the attention paid to 
crude oil, can be paid to the enterprises 
founded by the populace, there will be 
a surge in wealth of the land and its 
people.

Also, government needs to believe 
in its people and expose the opportunity 
endowed in both its people and land to 
foreigners through adverts, FDIs and con-
sistent promotions to gain the confidence 
and trust of foreigners.

A lot of Nigerians need trade education 
on; how to package goods, begin as an ex-
porter, how to export, where to export, get 
buyers, ship goods and documentations 
required. What government can do is to 
create affordable quality training for in-
dividuals and businesses as most quality 
training available by industry experts are 
not afforded for most people.

Why is product packaging a key ele-
ment in export?

It gives a perceived value that helps 
command good pricing, ensuring top level 
hygiene, testing and enlisting its nutri-
ents, ingredients, storage instruction and 
application as may be needed. The entire 
process helps buyer to trust in the product 
and understand that the producer has put 
in more that commands value.

 What has reception of the export 
business been like, and how has it 
evolved?

The growth of non-oil export driven 
by Executive Director/ CEO of Nigeria 
Export Promotion Council (NEPC), Oluse-
gun Awolowo, has risen by 50 percent 
year-on-year in the second quarter (Q2) 
of 2017 compared to previous year and 
is attributed to the diversification efforts 
of the federal government, according to 
NBS. It was reported that cashew nuts 
alone earned Nigeria N13.5bn- primarily 
exported to Kazakhstan, Vietnam and 

BusinessdayInterview
SUNDAYBD 31C002D5556 Sunday 21 January 2018

India- with other commodities such as; 
sesame seeds, frozen shrimps and prawn, 
soya bean and ginger, contributing sig-
nificantly to the surplus trade balance. 
Hence, raw materials, agriculture, solid 
minerals and manufactured goods are 
witnessing year-on-year growth.

Nigerian business leader Aliko Dan-
gote, told investors, “Agriculture, agri-
culture, agriculture. Africa will become 
the food basket of the world.” There are 
markets out there in need of our long list 
of resources that we need to break into 
and trade. According to a recent report 
by CNN, Nigeria is the largest exporter of 
cassava with an average volume of 50m 
tonnes yearly. But for Nigeria businesses 
to explore further into exportation, they 
have to worry about getting international 
buyers, documentation and logistics.

This is what Cokodeal is solving with 
its marketplace platform which facilitates 
trade between verified local exporters 
and trusted international buyers, gener-
ating volume of forex for the nation. The 
reception is huge; Nigeria does underes-
timate its export market potential, and it 
is big enough to sustain our economy. We 
receive hundreds of calls daily from dif-
ferent exporters and small traders to get 
their goods beyond the shores of Nigeria. 
Meanwhile, accessibility and trust has 
been the most important issues.

 How does Cokodeal export contract 
work?

Buyers from different part of the globe 
send Cokodeal export contract deals or 
offers and then Cokodeal goes through 
its verified member database, and in turn 
send information to qualified businesses. 
The supplier signs the agreement and 
Cokodeal oversee a successful transaction 
on both ends, with an escrow service to 
remit funds on fulfilling order promised.

 Do you have an average or exact 
volume of export for Cokodeal in 2017?

Averagely above N1billion.

The drive for made-in-Nigeria prod-
ucts reduced during the last quarter of 
2017, what do you think was responsible 
for that?

Crude oil and its derivatives which 
serve as the economic strength of our na-
tion have slid us into dependency, causing 
us to lose sight of our economic competen-
cies. The “made in Nigeria” initiative fired 
up because our finance base was literally 
crunched at that time, but as soon as the 
oil price bounced back, the government 
relaxed. However, the initiative woke 
up a few Nigerians and today they are 
locally producing, but if the government 
is not fully ready, some of us are ready to 
lead the paradigm shift and kill crude oil 
dependency. We will leverage on our core 
competency and comparative advantage 
which are agro products, commodities 
and the strengthening of enterprising 
Nigerians to mitigate future economic 
global shock.

Emerging countries are already creat-
ing other products that will not hinder 
crude oil production, but render it useless, 
thereby causing a total collapse for sole 
dependent economies on oil. It is clear we 
have to change the sail or wait for our ship 
to hit the iceberg.

What is your take on the recently 
commissioned Kaduna dry inland port 
and the subsequent ones planned?

Linkage and opportunity; government 
is trying and making progress, it will un-
lock trade channels and distribution from 
the north, because the northern part of 
Nigeria serves as a huge source of food 

robust trade network and technology 
infrastructure to see the nation rise from 
not only Africa’s largest economy to Af-
rica’s gateway to trade.

 Were there any collaborations and 
partnerships that Cokodeal was involved 
in last year and any plans to continue 
such?

Over the course of the past few years, 
Cokodeal had fostered partnerships 
with trade associations in Nigeria, some 
international chambers of commerce; 
forging partnerships with Nigerian banks 
and other trade agencies. Cokodeal is 
also looking forward to partnerships 
with Fidelity Bank, NEXIM, BOI, FMITI 
and NYSC- to create hundreds of jobs in 
partnership with NYSC for the citizens 
through a programme it is pioneer-
ing; Nigeria Youth Trade Ambassadors 
(NYTA)- and provide support for busi-
nesses under the umbrella body of the 
above institutions.

What things are in the front burner 
for Cokodeal this 2018?

We are looking at scale, partnership 
and marketing. Over the previous years 
we have been able to test our ideas, un-
derstand the people and business need by 
speaking with over a thousand operating 
business managers, what their challenges 
are, and solutions they are ready to pay 
for. This has helped guide us in building 
a more marketable product, fit to provide 
solutions to millions of people faced with 
same challenges. We are also taking it 
further to leverage the multi-platform 
to new partners in different localised 
regions to scale up the business for more 
impact.

Forging on-going partnerships, we are 
presently working with new trade chan-
nels to drive huge volume of exports for 
Nigerian producers and Africa at large, 
leveraging on networks to reach more 
markets, and support government with 
its diversification goals. Partnering with 
government agencies as highlighted 
above to provide its members effective 
trade knowledge to stop cutting corners 
and help government receive its dues 
from trade.

Marketing has been a big one for us, 
as many do encourage Cokodeal to do 
more marketing. In the past years, what 
we have done is mainly organic traffic 
and that brings only customers that are 
very interested in what we do directly 
to us through online search. For example, 
when you search for “foodstuff export in 
Nigeria, how to get foreign buyers” we 
happen to be number 1 on Google, these 
type of keywords have earned us quality 
customers.

We also engaged in direct relations 
with different Nigeria trade groups to 
reach members under their umbrella 
bodies directly. However, now we will 
be taking it up further by having more 
digitally displayed ads and engaging in 
more traditional advert methods for a 
wider reach, for Cokodeal to become a 
brand leader in its market niche of bulk 
local produce sourcing and export.

Casting our minds back to the initial 
question asked, what does Nigeria stand 
for? The answer is straight forward, 
Nigeria is a mineral and agriculture com-
modities trader, so we can say Nigeria is 
a commodity economy. Let’s make our 
nation work for its people.

Nigerian export start-ups are making efforts at curbing federal government’s dependency on crude oil with much harping on agricultural 
commodities and minerals, which the country has in abundance. MIKE DOLA, CEO, Cokodeal.com, which has become one of Nigeria’s local 
sourcing and export ecommerce marketplace, in this interview with MABEL DIMMA expounds on the Nigeria export market. Dola also tries 
to unlock the answers to the big question ‘What is Nigeria?’ in terms of its economic focus.

We also engaged in direct re-
lations with different Nigeria 
trade groups to reach mem-
bers under their umbrella 
bodies directly. However, 

now we will be taking it up 
further by having more digi-

tally displayed ads and engag-
ing in more traditional advert 

methods for a wider reach, 
for Cokodeal to become a 
brand leader in its market 

niche of bulk local produce 
sourcing and export

and commodities.
Many years back China internally 

developed, the outcome was a runway in 
global supplies. Dubai and the UAE com-
munities understood many years back 
the existential value of oil; and developed 
huge infrastructure investments, cargo 
airports, open water channels, ports, and 
other amenities. Take note the Chinese 
government could not play alone in the 
structural build of trade in its country, 
private companies like Alibaba.com has 
created an international market for its 
local suppliers as this has driven an in-
crease in GDP.

Nigeria government is working and 
not alone; there are needs for organised 
private sectors to corroborate to build a 



W
idely travelle d 
Akinwumi Am-
bode, Lagos State 
governor has plan 
for ideal model 

city. It is therefore interesting that 
from inception of his administration 
in May 2015, he began in earnest to 
execute plans and projects to make 
Lagosians proud of the city.

His application to re-construct 
the long  abandoned and  dilapidated 
but very important Airport- Oshodi 
road and the subsequent approval 
by Federal Government;  removal 
of round-about along Lekki and the 
construction of layby on major roads 
to ease traffic are indications of his 
determination to give Lagos a new 
look and ease traffic-induced stress.

He has also displayed determi-
nation for good transport system, 
enhancement of BRT system, and 
sustenance of lighting up Lagos.

From the early stage of his admin-
istration, Ambode, the 14th Governor 
of Lagos State whose comportment 
and determination to achieve stands 
him out has shown that governorship 
is a serious business.

He has invested massively to re-
energize and re-invigorate the State 
security infrastructure to bring it to 
a level comparable to what obtains in 
other modern city states.

In addition, the adoption of ‘Itesi-
waju’ as slogan, interpreted to mean 
‘Lagos is moving forward’ exemplifies 
his values and character as action 
and forward looking man. With 
beautifications, constructions, filling 
of pot holes, erecting of monuments 
at strategic places and charge on his 
commissioners for performance, he is 
bringing Lagos closer to a dream city.

 Lagos means so many things to 
so many people. To some people, it is 
an amazing city with bubbling live 
and lots of opportunities. To others, 
Lagos is densely populated with 
intensive hustling and bustling and 
heavy traffic jam. Simply put by an 
observer “Lagos has everything to 
offer everybody”.

But Lagos which is home to many 
Nigerians and foreigners today has 
physical planning defects. Roads 
have been taken over by markets; 
some buildings have unapproved 
attachments; some filling stations ,  
gas stations and  churches, mosques 
are sited within homes with external 
very loud speakers and its attendant 
noise pollution. Also kiosks in various 
ugly shades have taken over gutters 
and roads which assist in congesting 
the pathways leading to traffic jams.

To Ambode, Lagos cannot con-
tinue this way and still attract the 

Rotimi Ogunleye and task of 
Lagos physical planning

expected respect, brand and tour-
ism within competing international 
cities.

Fortunately, the Lagos office of 
Physical planning was established 
far back in 1928 and has metamor-
phosed to the present name - Minis-
try of Physical Planning and Urban 
Development. In 1928 it was called 
Lagos Executive Development Board, 
changed to Lagos State Development 
Property Corporation (LSDPC) in 
1972. It became Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Physical Planning in 
1990 and in 1999 it was called Office 
of Physical Planning, Ministry of 
Environment and Physical Planning.

Even with the presence of this 
ministry for years, the planning of 
Lagos has to some extent been left 
to the dictates of ‘Omoniles’ who are 
interested in selling parcels of land 
in disregard for market places, width 
of roads and streets, recreation and 
sporting centres in counties.

It is not clear what therefore 
informed the choice of the ‘Centre 
of Excellence’ sobriquet chosen in 
about 1992 when states adopted 
slogans during the introduction of 
Vehicle registration number but 
whether the state is living up to the 

slogan or not, Ambode is bent on 
giving Lagos a new chapter. He hit 
the ground running from day one of 
his administration.

Recently, he reshuffled his cabi-
net, moving Rotimi Ogunleye, former 
commissioner for Commerce, Indus-
try and Cooperatives to the ministry 
of Physical Planning and Urban 
Development. Ogunleye’s appoint-
ment for the task of Lagos physical 
planning is seen in some circles as 
vote of confidence and informed by 
the capability and competence the 
barrister has displaced even in Com-
merce and Industry, “to make Lagos 
Africa’s model mega-city”.

While in the commerce ministry, 
the position he held for about 24 
months,  Ogunleye as in his days as 
a top  journalist in BusinessTimes, 
displayed courage, tenacity of pur-
pose and determination in line with 
Ambode administration’s philosophy 
and character.

Ogunleye, as commissioner in 
charge of Commerce and Industry 
encouraged investment, enhanced 
industrial harmony and commercial 
activities in Lagos through the facili-
tation of sustainable commercial and 
industrial activities.

He also encouraged the develop-
ment of micro/cottage and small 
scale industries in the state in order 
to attain and sustain the level of 
viable and vibrant commercial and 
industrial activities in Lagos.

As commerce and industry com-
missioner, he also successfully li-
aised with relevant agencies such as 
Manufacturers Association of Nige-
ria (MAN), Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), Bank of Industry (BoI), World 
Bank, IMF, National Association of 
Small Scale Industries (NASSI), Na-
tional Association of Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (NASME), among 
others to ensure Lagos industrial 
growth and harmony were not com-
promised.

As core and central as his re-
sponsibility was at commerce and 
industry ministry, so also are his new 
duties at physical and urban develop-
ment ministry.  Looking back, the job 
is daunting, taking into consideration 
the age-long shortcoming of physical 
planning of some areas in Lagos.

The central idea is to build a 
mega city that is sustainable, organ-
ised, liveable, business and tourism-
friendly. This can only be achieved 
when the ministry with three  para-

statals  -  Lagos  State  Physical  Plan-
ning  Permit  Authority (LASPPPA),  
Lagos  State  Building  Control  Agen-
cy  (LABSCA),  and  Lagos  State  Urban  
Renewal Agency (LASURA) ensures 
that buildings are constructed in the 
site allocated to them and wastes are 
not piled up on the streets.

While the commissioner may 
take a second look at kiosks that are 
built on gutters, which, apart from 
their ugly looks,  make it difficult to 
clean the drainage for easy passage 
of flood, it will be interesting if he re-
visits Makoko in Yaba for proper re-
planning. The view of Makoko from 
Third Mainland Bridge is not really 
good enough for Lagos brand. There 
are similar shanties here and there.

Within Lagos, there is increase 
in shopping malls. This is a welcome 
development in a city like Lagos to 
encourage consumer spending but 
it would be untidy to site any shop-
ping malls without enough parking 
space. Some of these shopping malls 
are already causing traffic difficulty.

Building collapse anywhere in the 
world comes with its monumental 
cost - material and human loss with 
psychological effect. The Physical 
and Urban Development ministry 
under Ogunleye must continue to 
be proactive to avoid such incidence. 
The ministry must use its weight 
to monitor big construction work 
to ensure compliance. It must also 
investigate (distress) structures for 
integrity text.

Rotimi, a former business editor, 
lawyer and politician is not only 
competent as he displayed in his 
past assignments but well-prepared 
for the tasks ahead to make Lagos a 
better place. Aligning with analysts’ 
comments, one cannot but there-
fore commend Ambode for having 
such a personality in his govern-
ment at this time when the nation’s 
economy is seriously in need of 
technocrats who could find solu-
tions to many economic problems 
of this nation.

Ambode also made a right choice 
in diligent and meticulous Ogunleye 
when he looked around and asked 
himself who will I send to attend to 
Lagos physical planning especially 
this time when foreigners are troop-
ing in to Lagos for investments and 
tourism.

There is no doubt that Barrister 
Rotimi Ogunleye, a prince from the 
popular Ogunleye family of Ikorodu 
has the capability to perform in the 
new assignment. With his loyalty to 
the government of Ambode and the 
governor at his back, he is will likely 
give Lagos a new face.

Governor Akinwunmi Ambode of Lagos State recently reshuffled his cabinet with appointment of key commissioners to strategic 
ministries. This is to ensure quality performance, enhance his administration and give Lagosians quality live. Daniel Obi assesses 
the tasks before Rotimi Ogunleye who was moved to ministry of Physical Planning and Urban Development.
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‘There will be calamity in the country unless 
Christians and Muslims unite in prayer’ 

How long have been in the 
service of God?

B
y God’s divine per-
mission I am the pas-
tor of The Blood and 
Testimony Renewal 
Ministry, also known 

as Testimony Kingdom. We are 
called the family, the continent, 
the nation, and the world of 
testimony. I have been in the 
service of God for a very long 
time, but formally, I went into 
service about 17 years ago and 
Testimony Kingdom came into 
existence in 2007 but started 
fully in 2008.

 What have been your chal-
lenges in the ministry?

Well, as we all know, there is 
no human being without chal-
lenges in life. I have faced dif-
ferent challenges, both physical 
and spiritual, but I believe one 
must go through these things to 
have more strength. No human 
being exists without challenges, 
but when you go on your knees, 
God will make you overcome 
them all.

My greatest challenge in 
the ministry was the landlord 
and the people who ganged 
up against the church to pre-
vent us from building the 
church. There were troubles, 
hindrances and afflictions here 
and there, but by the power 
of anointing every knee must 
bow. We overcame and we 
have seen breakthrough. In 

2010 a dead man was brought 
into the church for deliverance 
and God proved Himself, the 
man came back to life.  

 What are your thoughts on 
the state of the nation and do 
you have any revelations for 
2018?

Nigeria will face a lot of 
challenges in this 2018. There 
will be pockets of trouble here 
and there, killing, fire outbreaks 

and various calamities. We 
need prayers to avert these 
things. God’s revelation does 
not threaten anyone but we are 
given victory through prayer. 
If the nation continues with 
prayer, some calamities will be 
averted. Nigerians should pray 
because a lot calamities await 
the country; the enemy will at-
tempt to encroach more into the 
church, and there will be crises 

in some parts of the country 
which will leave many people 
displaced.

In Rivers State, innocent 
people will be killed, many will 
be injured and crime will force 
people to look for security to 
protect them. The South-East 
should organize prayer ses-
sions in order to avert danger 
and the Niger Deltans should 
align c ompletely with the 
South-East for their own good. 
There will be disaster in the 
oil sector that will shake the 
economy and Nigerians should 
be more prayerful to avoid 
being taken unawares. Chris-
tians especially should pray 
harder because there will be 
fire outbreak which will not 
be ordinary and someone will 
be responsible for it. Nigerians 
should converge in prayer to 
avoid mass deaths.

A former president needs to 
go into spiritual prayer so that 
the enemy’s secret plan against 
him will not hold. Even his wife 
needs to pray so that whatever 
will make her shed tears will not 
happen.

 There is every indication 
that President Muhammadu 
Buhari will seek re-election in 
2019. What is your take on that?

Well, I have no take but to say 
that his secret plan will not work 
on Nigeria. In 2019 the spirit of 
God is not in favour of him to 
be a president of Nigeria, but if 

he attempts to impose himself 
on Nigerians, there will be a lot 
of trouble and damage in the 
country.

 At this time when people 
complain of unemployment, 
hunger and untold hardship, 
what advise do you have for 
government?

Government should ensure 
justice for all and whatever is 
being done must be seen to be 
done with justice. They should 
rule with justice so that peace 
will reign in the country.

 Herdsmen have been on 
rampage in Benue and other 
states in the Middle Belt and in 
the South. What should govern-
ment do about this?

I don’t know what govern-
ment is doing already and this 
will escalate because there may 
be a chain reaction. Government 
should not wait until so many 
lives are lost before it weighs in.

 What, in your view, is the 
way forward for the country?

The way forward is that gov-
ernment must ensure justice for 
all and make sure that resources 
are allocated in such a way that 
nobody feels cheated. One of the 
problems we have is that there 
are too many people stealing the 
resources meant for all Nigeri-
ans. If we can rise up in prayer, 
God will make Nigeria a great 
nation and if Nigerian leaders 
do what they are supposed to do, 
the country will be better.

Pastor Praise Ifeanyichukwu Barnabas is the founder of The Blood and Testimony Renewal Ministry, also known as 
Testimony Kingdom. In this interview with Chukwudi Nwaneri and Aniefon Akpan, he spoke on the state of the nation 
and why Christians and Muslims should join hand in prayer to avert calamity in 2018. Excerpts:

Barnabas

C
h r i s  K w a k p o v w e , 
pharmacist-turne d-
clergyman, has started 
the New Year with a 

resolution to stay fit by leading 
a 50,000-kilometre run as he 
prepares himself for this year’s 
World Anointing Night.

Announcing his resolutions 
at different times at a recent 
service at the Manna Prayer 
Mountain both at Ogudu Ori-

Kwakpovwe get set for January World Anointing Night

Oke and Lekki in Lagos, Kwak-
povwe, who publishes Our Daily 
Manna (ODM), a faith devotional 
accessed daily by millions across 
the world, promised to be a bet-
ter father to his children and 
husband to his wife. 

Another area of the cleric’s 
life which he seeks to mend is 
his physique. Weighing about 
95kg and a little under six-feet, 
Kwakpovwe told the congrega-
tion that he is going to take more 
time to keep fit. Others who are 
to benefit from his improved 
outlook include staff of ODM.

“My target is to run 50,000 
kilometres this year. Last year, I 
ran 40,000 kilometres. I have set 
that target for myself in order 
to improve on my physical at-
tributes. Many men of God did 
not make it to 60 years because 
they gave all their time to the 
spiritual. The truth is that you 
need to keep your body fit in 
order to carry out the various 
spiritual assignments, otherwise 
it will take a toll on your health,” 
he stated.

Meanwhile ,  the Manna 
Prayer Mountain, an interde-

…leads a 50,000km run
SEYI JOHN SALAU

nominational ministry, along-
side users of ODM worldwide 
which he heads, are on a 21-day 
fast which will culminate in 
an all-night session of worship, 
praise and prayers at the Tafawa 
Balewa Square in Lagos on Fri-
day, January 26. This year, the 
theme is ‘Change of Garment 
Night’.

Looking ahead into the New 
Year, he issued a message of hope 
to the congregation. 

“With faith in God, every op-
position bows to your destiny. 
However, you must realise that 

It takes joy (gladness of heart) to 
connect with heaven’s divine 
plan for your life and minis-
try,” said Kwakpovwe as he ad-
dressed his audience.

“Determine that nothing will 
steal your joy again. Pray very 
hard. Forgive everyone who 
hurts you. Read your bible and 
tell other people about the won-
derful love of God. Then surely, 
every garment that is not meant 
for you will be torn and you will 
be decorated with a new gar-
ment of promotion and favour,” 
he said.  



Arts

OBINNA EMELIKE

Eastern Dragon, 2014, Steel by Raqib Bashorun Me by Gerald Chukwuma, Burn Wood Panels, 55 x 72, 2016      

Victor Ehikhamenor standing close to his instalation, ‘A Biography of the Forgotten’ at the biannale
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D
e s p i t e  t h e 
changes, espe-
cially typical 
of an economy 
just recovering 

from recession, 2017 was 
an impressive year for the 
Nigerian visual art sector. 
The year witnessed lots of 
activities in the visual art 
scene across the country 
and overseas courtesy of the 
stakeholders particularly 
artists who against all odds 
stood firm to their calling.

While observers think 
there will be exhibitions this 
year from both emerging 
and established artists, art 
promoters assure of more 
world class art events with 
Art X Lagos and art auctions 
leading the pack.

However,  b elow are 
some artists who are likely 
going to change the narra-
tive for the sector with their 
creative ingenuity, fortune 
and growing fame across 
the globe.  

First in the list is Victor 
Ehikhamenor. The Edo State-
born painter is ready to take 
on the world this year, espe-
cially after participating as 
one of three contemporary 
artists representing Nigeria 
at Venice Art Biennale in 
Italy last year.

With his breathtaking 
and world-acclaimed instal-
lations, Ehikhamenor joined 
other two artists to make 
Nigeria’s debut at the 122-
year old biennale remark-

Top artists that will change the 
visual art landscape in 2018

able. The artist who said he 
was emboldened with the 
exposure and networking 
at the biennale last year, as-
sured of more creativity in 
the pipeline for the coming 
years. So, be on the lookout 
for Ehikhamenor’s works, 
exhibitions and tours this 
year.   

This year, Ehikhamenor 
hopes to throw more light 
on his installation at the 
biennale; a large-scale work 
fusing abstract shapes with 
traditional sculpture, in-
formed by an investment 
in classical Benin art and 
the effect of colonialism on 
cultural heritage.

C l o s e l y  f o l l o w i n g 
Ehikhamenor is Peju Ala-
tise. Of course, the works 
of the sculptor who was 
also among the three artists 
that represented Nigeria at 
Venice Art Biennale in Italy 
last year are worth seeing. 
Alatise who also put up a 
good show for country at 
the biggest global art event 
has gone beyond mere sculp-
ture to exerting some level 
of socio-cultural influence 
with her work and even 
personality.

Alatise is a mixed-medi-
um artist in her own right, 
a poet and published writer 
whose interdisciplinary 
work has garnered attention 
on the global art stage. She 

was selected as the 2016 fel-
low at the Smithsonian Insti-
tute of African Art and was 
2017 recipient of the highly 
coveted FNB Art Prize, a 
prize that made her join the 
ranks of previous winners 
such as Nolan Oswald Den-
nis, Turiya Magadlela, Portia 
Zvavahera and Kudzanai 
Chiurai.

Top among the reasons to 
be on the lookout for Alatise 
this year is because the FNB 
Art Prize gave her the oppor-
tunity to create new projects 
that will be showcased in 
dedicated exhibition spaces 
across Africa this year.

Again, the female artist is 
offering her works in private 
and institutional collections 

around the world more than 
ever before. As well, her pas-
sion about addressing social, 
political and gender-related 
issues as her primary sub-
ject matter, through artistic 
work that also captures the 
joys and pain of woman-
hood in modern-life-African 
traditions makes her work a 
must-see.  

Gerald Chukwuma; a cel-
ebrated visual artist and 
furniture designer with an 
enthusiastic local and inter-
national following, is among 
artists to watch this year.

You need to see the Uni-
versity of Nigeria Nsukka 
Art School trained artist 
unleash his bold works made 
from multitude of found 
objects have and represen-
tation of an unforgettable 
visual language, in which 
he uses African symbols 
and patterns in refreshing 
new ways.

Top among the reasons 
to see Chukwuma’s works 
is that fact that the artist 
who has participated in 
more than 20 exhibitions 
in the last decade in Nigeria, 
Cameroon, Ghana, France, 
Denmark, Holland, and the 
United States is promising 
more exhibitions, collabora-
tions and engagements this 
year.

On your visit to his ex-
hibitions this year, you will 
discover why his works 
(combination of textures, 
lines, symbols and colours 
laid out on painstakingly 
etche d wo o den panels ) 
have become auction fa-
vourites.

As well, Raqib Bashorun 
who is among the most 
prominent contemporary 
artists working in Nigeria 
today is taking his game 
to a higher level this year. 
His career as an artist and 
teacher is marked by sig-
nificant exhibitions around 
the world and the quality of 
artists defining their spaces 
on the Lagos artscape.

Bashorun reconstructs 
pre-existing materials, re-
interprets and ultimately 
repurposes them as recycled 
art. The creation of some-
thing positive from the in-
herent negativity of waste, 
and the reaction of surprise, 
the materials inevitably 
draw from the observer, are 
the key factors in Bashorun’s 
art.

The artist who has par-
ticipated in 13 solo exhibi-
tions and has been featured 
in over 26 group shows at 
home and abroad is going 
to open the door to many to 
see more of his unique works 

this year. Last year, lovers of 
visual art were able to trail 
and even buy some of his 
works at exhibitions held 
at Wheatbaker Hotel Ikoyi, 
Omenka Gallery Ikoyi Cres-
cent among other galleries 
and spaces.

This year, Bashorun is 
opening his doors wider for 
more exhibitions, collabora-
tions with both artists and 
gallery owners and corpo-
rates for art sponsorships.

Another artist to watch 
is Chika Idu. The D elta 
State born painter was in-
strumental in the creation 
of Defactori Studios which 
today has become an art 
movement amongst Nige-
ria’s new generation artists; 
he also created Nigeria’s 
first Water Colour Society 
of Artists (SABLES).  Idu has 
been a part of numerous 
group exhibitions and has 
had five solo exhibitions in-
cluding at the Homestores 
and Terra Kultur Galleries 
in 2015.

Idu’s works are charac-
terised by a heavy texture 
and hazy rendition tech-
nique, which he calls ‘light 
against visual distort ion’. 
Chika’s works are inspired 
by everyday day living. For 
the past 16 years, he has 
been committed exposing 
the plight of the African 
child through his work. 
Recently he began an en-
vironmental campaign on 
the health risks faced by 
children living in coastal 
slums. Besides teaching art 
at the French School Lycee 
Louis Pasteur, Idu works 
in his Ikorodu art studio in 
Lagos.

He has lots to show and 
is willing to exhibit more of 
the coastal slums work this 
year at partner galleries, 
especially Wheatbaker and 
Temple Muse.

Of course, it will worth 
your time to trail Njideka 
Akunyili Crosby, Nigerian-
born visual artist who works 
in Los Angeles, California, 
United States of America. 
She is ‘our own’.

Sales for the Nigerian-
born artist have soared 
from less than $100,000 to 
more than $3 million since 
her works started appear-
ing on art auctions. Her 
high mark was achieved on 
March 7, 2017 at Christie’s 
London when her work, 
“The Beautyful Ones” sold 
for $3,075,774 (including 
fees).

The artist is not tired yet, 
she has works that will sur-
pass her 2017 revenue mark 
this year. Keep watching.
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H
e a r t w a r m -
ing romantic 
comedy from 
E b o n y L i f e 
Films opens 

in cinemas in time for Val-
entine’s day celebrations

During a record-break-
ing Nollywood box-office 
reign as one of the produc-
ers of The Wedding Party 
2: Destination Dubai, Eb-
onyLife Films announces 
the cinema debut of its 
new movie, The Royal 
Hibiscus Hotel (RHH), on 
February 9, 2018. Set in La-
gos and London, The Royal 
Hibiscus Hotel tells the 
story of apassionate Nige-
rian chef, ‘Ope’, following 
her dream of opening an 
African restaurant in Lon-
don. Frustrated by her lack 
of progress, she returns 
to Nigeria and discovers 
that going home can bring 
pleasant surprises.

Successfully screened 
at last year’s Toronto In-
ternational Film Festival 
(TIFF), RHH was identified 
as a ‘Hidden Gem’ by the 
panel, and was the only 

Love, laugh, be inspired by The 
Royal Hibiscus Hotel this February

Wives on Strike Revolution enjoys impressive reviews Life with Kayode Fahm 
thrills with final episode

Nigerian movie and one 
of just three African titles 
featured at the festival. 
The cast includes; Zainab 
Balogun, Kenneth Okolie, 
Deyemi Okanlawon, Kemi 
‘Lala’ Akindoju and O.C. 

Ukeje, with veteran actors 
Rachel Oniga, Jide Kosoko, 
Olu Jacobs and Joke Silva. 
It was directed by Ishaya 
Bako.

Mo Abudu, executive 
producer of the movie, is 

thrilled about RHH be-
ing shown to audiences 
in Nigeria. “The Royal 
Hibiscus Hotel has been 
a special project – it is a 
beautiful story of love, 
sprinkled with delight-

The reviews are in after 
just one week of Omoni 
Oboli’s Wives on Strike 
Revolution opening at the 
cinemas. The movie opened 
to the public on December 
29, 2017 and has gone on 
to become the movie with 
the most favorable review 
at the moment. The record 
sales experienced in this 
one week has gone on to 
confirm that Omoni Oboli 
may have outdone herself 
this time.

Wives on Strike Revo-
lution follows up on the 
chronicles of the women’s 
fight against domestic vio-
lence after one of them was 
beaten to death by her hus-
band. This leads to yet an-
other strike by the women 
against their husbands 
forcing their hands to stand 
up for what is right.

One of the most dis-
tinctive acts in the movie 
remains Toyin Abraham 
whose role in the movie 
appears to be custom made 
for her. Every scene she 
shows up gets the people 
awing, laughing and sigh-
ing. It may be safe to say 
this is one of the best mov-
ies Toyin has ever starred 
convincingly.

Other notable casts in 
the movie causing mouths 
to wag include Odunlade 
Adekola, an abusive hus-
band who fell to his knees 
the moment his wife stood 
up to him. Sola Sobowale 
was the typical Iyaloja who 
claimed to have installed 
Tinubu, Fashola and Am-
bode as Governors. Julius 
Agwu, Saka, Uche Jombo, 
Kenneth Okonkwo, Kalu 
Ikeagwu, Chigurl and more 
are also worthy of note.

Often times, movies are 
made to entertain with 
little or no message at all. 
Omoni Oboli’s Wives on 
Strike Revolution not only 
entertain but also has a 

As we begin an excit-
ing new year, Kay-
ode would like to 

thank all the viewers for 
accompanying him on this 
journey across Africa and 
other parts of the world 
over the last three months 
and hope they found some 
of the experiences and sto-
ries uplifting.

This next episode is the 
final one of the series and 
is aptly called Travel and 
Exploration.

The episode travels to 
Senegal in search of the 
Pink Lakes and the time-
less Wanje village and then 
heads to Cross River State 
in Nigeria in search of the 
Obudu Mountain Ranges 
and the hidden Opakum 
Waterfalls.

Finally the episode heads 
to Los Angeles in search 
of heroes past, creativity 
inspired and what dreams 
may come.

The aim of the episode is 
to show that if we keep trav-
eling, exploring and discov-
ering new places, cultures 
and people we will broaden 
and deepen our learning 
and continue to grow.

Life with Kayode Fahm 
is a 13-episode motivational 

ful comedic moments.We 
hope it resonates with 
the young and young-at-
heart, and reminds them 
of what it is like to fall 
in love. We are proud of 
this film and anticipate it 

being enjoyed in cinemas 
across the country,” she 
said.

An additional source 
of enjoyment for movie 
goers will be the RHH 
soundtrack. It features a 
score by award-winning 
musician Cobhams Asu-
quo and songs by leading 
Nigerian artistes, includ-
ing; Romeo and Juliet by 
Johnny Drille, Chemistry 
by Falzand Simi, Skintight 
by Mr. Eazi and Tonight, 
Ocean and Radio by Nonso 
Amadi.

This Valentine’s season 
is gearing up to be a memo-
rable one, thanks to the im-
minent release of The Roy-
al Hibiscus Hotel in movie 
theatres. Its feel-good plot 
and touching scenes are 
set to melt hearts and in-
spire audiences to chase 
their dreams and never 
give up on love.

The Royal Hibiscus Ho-
tel will be released in cin-
emas on February 9, 2018, 
following an exclusive 
premiere in Lagos, Nigeria 
on February 4, 2018.

message for the girl, the 
woman, the men in their 
lives and the collective so-
ciety. How entertainment 
was seamlessly delivered 
scene-in scene-out with-
out losing the thrust of 
the message is probably a 
class we need to have with 
Omoni on the podium.

Instagram users have 
taken the front roll in shar-
ing their unsolicited re-
views of the movie. We 
are still waiting to find a 
negative one from at least 
one of them. Here are some 
of the feedbacks online:

@crystal_o_c “It was a 
really beautiful movie. It 
struck the right balance 

series showcasing Kayode 
Fahm’s travels throughout 
Africa as a motivational 
speaker, classical guitarist 
and martial artist seeking to 
inspire progressive change. 
Each episode explores a key 
life theme in an attempt to 
lift, educate as well as moti-
vate viewers.

The series features in-
spirational international 
professionals as well as Nol-
lywood celebrities and was 
shot in Lagos, Cross Rivers, 
Nairobi, Dakar, Goree Island, 
Sali, Saloume, Dubai and Los 
Angeles.

The series targets the 
youth, young adults and 
adults young at heart as its 
key audience. The series is 
proudly supported by First 
Bank of Nigeria. 

it’s well deserved.

between comedy and pass-
ing a very important mes-
sage on domestic violence 
while also being aware of 
the cultural ideologies in-
herent in Nigeria. A must 
watch for everyone. Well 
done Omoni Oboli”

@JuwonOdutayo “I fi-
nally got to watch Wives 
on Strike Revolution, hi-
larious from beginning to 
the end. The creativity is 
weaving a powerful mes-
sage with comedy without 
losing the essence of the 
story indescribable. Great 
job Omoni. That was a mas-
terpiece.”

@mz.lade_ “Yes!!! I’m 
a living witness. If you 
haven’t watched, then you 
are on a long thing because 
Wives on Strike the Rovo-
lution is the movie of the 
year. @AMVCAAwards 
Get in here. It made sense 
die. I enjoyed it. I laughed 
all through and cried at 
some point. How can one 
pass a good message in such 
a comedic way? You are 
a genius ma’am. God bless 
you ma.”

Wives on Strike Revolu-
tion can enjoy all the great 
accolades coming her way 
this opening week because 

The-royal-hibiscus-hotel

Omoni oboli’s wives on strike the revolution

Kayode playing guitar by the Obudu 
waterfalls
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Gospel singer, Seyi Precious, drops his first single ‘Uncountable’

Gospel singer, Ade-
bayo Oluwas eyi , 
aka Seyi Precious is 

set to make his debut on 
the Nigerian music scene 
with his first single, Un-
countable.

According to the Os-
un-born artiste, the new 
single is a song of the spirit 
that carries its own atmo-

sphere of worship while 
introducing listeners into 
a throne room-like ex-
perience; that will help 
everyone connect to God 
in a special way.

“The track was born 
in my quiet times of med-
itation and by a desire 
to express my heartfelt 
devotion and gratitude 
to God whose hand has 
been evident in my life. 
As I normally say; ‘when 

N
o doubt, Ni-
geria visual 
artists have 
been in the 
news in re-

cent time for good. Their 
creative ingenuity and 
breathtaking works are 
getting global attention 
and most importantly, 
patronage from art lovers 
and galleries across the 
world.

As well, indigenous 
art collectors are on the 
increase. But while works 
by new generation artists 
are getting more global 
recognitions and putting 
up impressive results at 
auction sales, some works 
by old generation artists 
both living and dead are 
even doing better than 
the ‘new school’ at glob-
al auction scenes.  Top 
among the ‘old school’ 
works is ‘Anyanwu’. Yes 
because at 6ft 10 inch-
es, ‘Anyanwu’, a bronze 
work depicting a wom-
an dressed in the royal 
regalia, a ‘chicken-beak’ 
headdress, heavy coral 
necklaces and bracelets, is 
not an artwork to ignore. 
Besides, the distinctive 
body of the work speaks 
volume of feminine beau-
ty in African cultures and 
heritage.

‘Anyanwu’,  which 
literally means Sun in 
Igbo Language, is a mas-
terpiece bronze cast by 
the late Ben Enwonwu, 
known and celebrated as 
one of Africa’s great mod-
ern sculptors and artists. 
It is often regarded as the 
Igbo Sun goddess.

It was commissioned 
by the Nigerian govern-
ment in the 1960s, and 
the first cast stands in 
the Lagos National Mu-
seum. The bronze work 
is historic with its first 
unveiling to the public 
on October 5, 1966, when 
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‘Anyanwu’, a masterpiece from the great sculptor

it was presented by the 
Nigerian Ambassador to 
the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, 
U-Thant. Of course, then, 
the enigmatic sculpture 
gave Nigeria the oppor-
tunity to affirm its posi-
tion as a leading African 
nation and established 
Enwonwu as a self-aware 
African modernist, and 
the sculpture in turn as a 
potent symbol of modern, 
independent Africa.

According to Chika 
Okeke-Agulu, Nigerian 
artist and art historian, 

‘Anyanyu’ was Enwon-
wu’s response to the very 
rhetoric of African cul-
tural revival and political 
independence that had 
attracted earlier modern 
sculptors. “It depicts an 
elegant African dancer, 
but, as her piercing gaze 
implies, it is the manifes-
tation of the Igbo sun god”, 
Okeke-Agula, an artist, 
independent curator, art 
historian and associate 
professor at Princeton 
University, said.

Trailing the ever grow-
ing value of the sculp-

ture, on May 25, 2016 
when over 20 works by 
Enwonwu featured in 
Africa Now Sale, Bon-
hams auctioned a cast 
of  the iconic ‘Anyanwu’ 
sculpture at between 
£70,000- £100,000. The 
development was on the 
heel of Bonhams smash-
ing the record for the 
Nigerian artist in 2013, 
and selling a series of 
Enwonwu’s sculptures 
for £361,250.

Speaking on the grow-
ing values for Enwonwu’s 
works, especially ‘Any-

anwu’, at the Bonhams 
auction last year, Giles 
Peppiatt, head of African 
modern and contempo-
rary art, said, “Enwonwu 
is the ultimate African 
mo dernist,  who als o 
draws deeply from Igbo 
culture, and this sculpture 
has a real sense of pride 
and grace to it. We are de-
lighted to offer this iconic 
piece at a time when the 
demand for African mod-
ern and contemporary art 
is booming”.

Riding on heel of the 
Bonhams auction in Lon-
don last May, Enwonwu’s 
‘Anyanwu’ broke national 
record in Nigeria. The 
iconic artwork sold for 
N54,050,000 at the May 
edition of the Arthouse 
Contemporary Auction 
held on May 22, 2017 at 
the Kia Showroom, Vic-
toria Island, Lagos.  The 
N54,050,000 auction sale 
made the artwork the top 
sale of the evening graced 
by notable art collectors, 
art enthusiasts, and dig-
nitaries across all walks 
of life.

As well, with the eve-
ning top sale, the artwork 
broke a new auction re-
cord as the highest selling 
work of art in an auction 
in Nigeria.

Trailing behind ‘Any-
anwu’ is El Anatsui’s 
‘Reflekisi’, a wood panel 
from 2017, which sold 
for N16,675,000 while 
‘Ogolo’,  another work 
from Enwonwu, sold for 
N13,800,000. The work 
is a watercolour on paper 
from 1989 which features 
a figure wearing an Ogolo 
mask engaged in vigorous 
dance movement.

Also at the auction, a 
mixed media work by 
Peju Alatise, who is cur-
rently representing Ni-
geria at the Venice Bien-
nale, sold for N 5,175,000 
while Ben Osawe’s Mask, 
a wood sculpture from 

1987 that takes inspira-
tion from ancient artifacts 
from Benin and Gabon, 
sold for NGN 4,600,000.

Featuring 98 lots of 
leading master works 
from the modern period 
alongside cutting-edge 
contemporary art from 
the region’s most cele-
brated artists, the auc-
tion brought in a total 
sales for the evening to 
N166,156,000.

The auction also in-
cluded four charity lots in 
support of the Arthouse 
Foundation, a non-prof-
it artist residency pro-
gramme in Lagos, which 
raised a total of NGN 
740,000. The proceeds 
from the charity lots will 
go directly to supporting 
the Arthouse Founda-
tion’s annual artist resi-
dencies.

Supported by Kia Mo-
tors, Veuve Clicquot, and 
Shiro, the auction is the 
eighteenth edition of 
Modern and Contem-
porary Art by Arthouse 
Contemporary.

Of course, Ben Enwon-
wu who came from a 
lineage of traditional Af-
rican artists, was trained 
by his father and Kenneth 
Crosthwaite Murray, an 
archaeologist.  He then 
sailed to England in 1944, 
aged 27, to attend the 
Slade School of Fine Art, 
graduating with a prize 
for sculpture. Upon his 
return to Nigeria in 1948, 
he was appointed the 
first Nigerian art adviser 
to the federal govern-
ment. His art began to 
glean the highest acco-
lades from art critics, with 
Eric Newton extolling 
the ‘lithe rhythm’ of his 
wood sculptures, and the 
British press comparing 
his ‘daring’ work to that 
of Henry Moore, while 
the US Ebony Magazine 
described him as ‘Africa’s 
greatest artist’.

people say there’s no God, 
I respond that it’s not my 
responsibility to prove 
there’s no God because 
all that is in me testifies to 
his lordship and preemi-
nence,’” he said.

For the Ladoke Akin-
tola University, Art gradu-
ate, gospel music is not 
something he stumbled 
upon.

“My music evolution 
began when I was young. 

I joined the juvenile choir 
at my local church, where 
I started to sing, I have 
always had great passion 
for music and always dar-
ing for more skills, largely 
because of my family, be-
cause my parents are also 
in the adult choir in my 
church, Music is what I 
will say runs in the DNA 
of my Family and our life-
style,” he remarked.

Describing his style of 

music as Jesus music, the 
artist cum music artiste 
says he expresses his love 
in any way it comes to him 
at any point in time, “the 
expression of the greater 
one is more important 
than defining it”

“I am convinced the 
song will communicate to 
people’s hearts in a way 
that will give listeners 
hope for a better tomor-
row,” he stressed



Chart topper, DJ Neptune 
goes on nationwide tour
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T
he disc jockeying busi-
ness is a serious one, 
even though like many 
others it has become 
an all comers affair, 

but despite the huge influx into 
this sector- when the chips are 
down- it is easy to separate the 
boys from the men.

Those few, like DJ Neptune, 
credited with having the sixth 
sense on how best to mix music 
in a story form and curate con-
versations on trends and classics, 
are the real MVPs in the DJ arena 
because they ooze greatness.

Like in most careers, talent 
alone won’t push you to that leg-
endary status; in this industry, be-
ing credited as a mix master is just 
a fraction of what makes one re-
ally successful, creating a unique 
brand that various client’s brand 
want to associate with is key.

Understanding the crowd you 
play for, influencing the narrative 
in the music industry, connecting 
with a legion of music enthusiasts 
with a unique style and having a 
team that is building the brand 
like an institution rather than a 
mere individual, are some of the 
attributes today’s disc jockeys 
need to imbibe to succeed.

For DJ Neptune, he ticks all 
these boxes and so it will be hard 
to find another with a massive 
clientele like him in today’s indus-
try. So how did he manage over 
the years to navigate an industry 
brimming with competing brands 
and thrive on without a scratch?

For a couple of years, I strug-
gled to find an answer to this 

“I followed him to gigs he was 
doing. One day he was playing 
and excused himself to go use the 
restroom, as the songs he had on 
the set were almost done playing, I 
jumped on that opportunity!

“I located the next beat, adjust-
ed it and made my first mix. When 
he came out of the restroom, there 
was this huge look of surprise on 
his face even though he never said 
much then. On our way home, he 
tapped me on the shoulder, said to 
me, “You did well” and asked me 
to go get my own pin and that was 
how my tutorial started.  I spent 
four years with him and all that 
while, I was doing my own gigs 
on the side.

Neptune is currently on a na-
tionwide media tour talking about 
his latest single and the forth-
coming album titled ‘Greatness’ 
scheduled for release in this first 
quarter, with the track list and pre-
order link to be made available 
end of January.

According to Neptune, “The 
album has different vibes with 
unexpected collaborations from 
different artistes across Africa. Im-
mediately after the album release, 
there will be ‘Greatness Album 
Launch Party’.

Also planned is a nationwide 
university tour tagged ‘DJ Neptune 
Greatness Nationwide University 
Tour’ (DJNGNUT) along with fea-
tured artistes on the album.

“I’m leaving no stone unturned 
from the get go in 2018, mid-
January, I will release the video to 
‘Mia Mia’ featuring Angolan born 
super star C4 Pedro and Nigerian 
sensational artist Mr Eazi.  This 
video directed by Alexx Adjei was 
shot in the UK and U.S.A,” he said.

end of 2017, among other brands, 
Neptune has done multiple gigs 
for all the premium liquor brands 
in the country and as at January 
2018, he has scored several hit sin-
gles featuring crème-de-la-crème 
performing artistes in the Nigerian 
music scene.

His single ‘Baddest’ featuring 
Olamide, Stonebwoy & BOJ, is a 
classic. ‘Marry’ featuring Mr Eazi, 
was a chart topper. ‘Bumber’ fea-
turing Ycee & Falz, ‘Why’ featuring 
Runtown, are some of his materi-
als that remain fan favorites. His 
most recent single featuring Mr 
Eazi & C4 titled ‘Mia Mia’ is gather-

ing massive traction.
Narrating how he began, he 

said, “The first DJ I saw play from 
afar was at a party in the Alagbado 
area of Lagos. His skills were so 
amazing, that was the day I fell in 
love with the profession. Although 
I did not get to know his name, he 
planted the seed of becoming a 
deejay in me. While I was in SS1, 
I came in contact with DJ Douglas 
who then used to play at a fast food 
joint called Spices, around Egbeda. 
I remember I walked up to him one 
of those days; I told him I wanted 
to become a deejay and lied to him 
that I had huge experience.

question but I finally gave up, and 
came to the conclusion that his 
work ethics and personal relations 
skill are top-notch. There are sev-
eral things that put him head and 
shoulders above his contemporar-
ies in industry.

Formally called Imohiosen Pat-
rick, Neptune is a rare breed who 
for sixteen years has continued to 
redefine his career to constantly 
meet demands of audience and 
clients. The Lagos born DJ seems 
to be running his own race, calling 
the shots at all times.

Neptune does not only work 
hard but has delivered wisely; at 

Wh e n  Sha naw o l e,  t h e 
11-year-old vicious cultist 
was unveiled to the world 

in his full regalia, deck with fire 
blazing arm-size Indian hemp few 
months ago before his eventual re-
habilitation by a Pastor of This Pre-
sent House Church, most Nigerians 
who watched his confession which 
was often interrupted by a puff of 
the hemp in his hand interpreted 
his predicament to the breakdown 
of our societal values and decaying 
parental responsibility.

While this is true, his revelation 
also points to the drooping sanity 
across Nigeria today. Our society 
is in trouble and more than ever, 
our youth, male and female alike, 
are the most endangered species. 
Not only have we lost the war on 
drug abuse effortlessly, we have 
further created a yard for eventual 
neuropsychiatric disorder.

The soaring rate of drug abuse 
in our society is so shocking, the 
effects will be borne by generations 
yet unborn if not nip in the bud 

Science Student: Will Olamide ever be arrested?

37

immediately.
Already, over three million bot-

tles of codeine syrup are consumed 
daily in Kano and Jigawa States alone 
according to the Nigerian Senate. In 
an interview with This Day news-
paper, a former Director General of 
the National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency, Otunba Ipinmisho, pegged 
the percentage of youths involved in 
drug abuse in Nigeria at 40 per cent. 
An estimated figure of forty million 
Nigerian youths!

At the heart of this escalating 
epidemic is a rave making Nigerian 
artiste, Olamide Adedeji, known by 
many as Badoo.

Ever since he started his musical 
career, the self-crowned ‘King of the 
street’ has more than often contin-
ue to promote vulgar lyrics capable 
of destroying the foundation of our 
morality and socio-cultural values. 
His beats, though danceable and 
rhythmical are often backed by a 
blend of social rascality. Mr. Ad-
edeji seems fixated on maintaining 
a street creed that he consciously 
promotes violence, hooliganism 
and drug abuse.   

From the days of ‘eni duro’ - a 

street lingual which he created 
and often associated with destruc-
tion and delinquency, followed by 
‘Young Erikina’ where he openly 
eulogise the criminal activities of 
internet fraudsters, Mr. Adedeji’s 
promotion of immorality has been 
a hit back-to-back.

His most recent song ‘Science 
Student’, produced by his famous 
partner in crime, Young John, is 
the final nail to whatever coffin the 
sanity of our society is buried in. 
The lyrics are not only intoxicating 
but a multiplication of unfathom-
able glorification of hard drugs and 
encouragement of intake of same.

From the array of vulgarity the 
song portrays, his vigorous en-
couragement of youths to mix illicit 
substances like ‘skushi’, ‘monkey 
tail’ - a corrosive distillation of 
Indian hemp soaked in ethanol for 
days to derive hyper combustion, 
amongst other substances betray 
any decency left in the Nigerian 
music industry.

Already drug addicts have start-
ed wearing the toga like a badge 
with pride, many, who do not un-
derstand basic terminologies such 

as chromatography, transpiration 
or algebra now answer to the ap-
pellation ‘Science Student’.

It is high time the Nigerian Po-
lice Force and the National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency lived up 
their responsibilities for once and 
call Mr. Adedeji for questioning. 
He must explain his role in the 
promotion of indecency, public 
unrest and drug abuse. It is hardly 
unexpected that Mr. Adedeji may 
have more than a cordial relation-
ship with merchants of this indus-
try, perhaps, even a stake in the 
underworld market.   

But if these acts of his are merely 
the display of youthful exuberance, 
Mr. Adedeji must realise that even 
if our society has failed and our 
political system continues to leave 
us all with no glimpse of hope, ap-
plying fuel to an inferno is never a 
way to quell it.

Mr. Adedeji wields enormous 
influence and the sooner he realise 
that he is no longer the teenager 
struggling for relevance few years 
ago, the better for this nation. If 
not for anything but for his fan 
base of young and malleable Nige-

rians open to musical influence, he 
should grow up.

Influence such as his, if used 
rightly can earn him global recogni-
tion and perhaps, a page in history. 
With his great power, he must take 
up greater responsibilities. He 
should focus his attention more on 
social causes and issues that affect 
the lives of his fans. Mr. Adedeji 
should be admonished to value 
humanity than rave or sustaining 
popularity.

Finally, the National Broadcast-
ing Commission which should act 
as the clearing house for songs even 
before they hit the airwaves seems 
to have gone to sleep. I hope it is not 
too late to act now.

As a matter of national security 
and preserving whatever is left of 
our sanity, the President should 
direct the Minister for Health to or-
der an immediate ban on all phar-
maceutical drugs that are prone to 
abuse and make Mr. Adedeji the 
face of the campaign against drug 
abuse.

Adekoya Boladale writes in 
from Lagos
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NewsmakersOfYesteryears
Roy Chicago: A frontline highlife kingpin in the 60s

Career

R
oy Chicago (real 
name John Akin-
tola Ademuwa-
gun), one of the  
top highlife musi-

cians in the sixties,  started 
playing (professional music) 
in the 1950s at Central Ho-
tel on Adamasingba Street 
in Ibadan before moving to 
Lagos.  But his foray into mu-
sic began in his elementary 
school days in Sapele in the 
1940s. Siaka Momoh, as an-
chor person for ‘Showtime’ 
in Vanguard, met him in 
April 1985, four years before 
he passed on. He shared the 
memories of his early begin-
nings with him.

The meeting was at Chica-
go Club at Modeke Street, off 
Ojuelegba Road, Surulere, on 
Lagos mainland.  At 50 then, 
agile Roy, who along with 
Victor Olaiya, high-fliers  in 
the highlife music turf of 
the sixties,  had become a 
committed beer seller – do-
ing all the associated chores 
of bartending – attending to 
customers, retrieving emp-
ties, receiving and taking 
stocks, etc.

Learning curve
On how he came into mu-

sic he said: “I became associ-
ated with music during my 
elementary school days in 
Sapele. We had a school band 
and I was the band leader. 
This gave me the opportunity 
to learn how to play some in-
struments and I became very 
good with the trumpet. When 
I left school in 1946, I became 
a teacher. I taught in Sapele 
and present day Ondo State. 
I established school bands in 
schools where I was teacher. 
When I left teaching, I started 
professional music.”

Roy said he joined Hubert 
Ogunde’s band immediately 
he left teaching. This was in 
1959.He later left Ogunde for 
Bobby Benson’s Jam Session 
Orchestra. He left Bobby, went 
to Ibadan to form the Green 
Springers  for Green Spring 
Hotel and came back to Bobby  
after this assignment. He later 
left Bobby to form his own 
band. So, Roy had a tortuous 
learning curve.

Roy’s music
 According to historical re-

cords, after Nigeria gained inde-
pendence in 1960, Roy Chicago 
became increasingly successful 
with hits such as “Iyawo Pan-
keke”, “Are owo ni esa Yoyo 

SIAKA MOMOH shaking a tambourine.
Starting in the early 1930s 

and 1940s when Jùjú music 
was prevalent only within 
Yorubaland to the early 1970s 
when the music had become 
a popular genre across the 
country to the 1980s which 
both saw a short-term decline 
and later, a resurgence of Jùjú 
music with the release of Shi-
na Peter’s remarkable “Ace” 
album, the Jùjú music we 
listen to and enjoy today has 
gone through a lot of changes 
in terms of instrumentation, 
melodies, sound and fan base.

At a low point in Chicago’s 
career in the 1970s, Bobby 
Benson helped again by pro-
viding musical equipment.

Roy Chicago, an indigene 
of Ikare-Akoko in Ondo State, 
Nigeria, had two children Bo-
lajoko and Kayode Akintola. 
In contrast to Victor Olaiya, 
whose music was based on 
Ghanaian melodies and pro-
gressions, Roy Chicago based 
his music on Nigerian indig-
enous themes and folklores.

Legacy
Former members of his 

band included trumpeter/vo-
calist Cardinal Rex Jim Law-
son, who was of mixed Igbo 
and Kalabari background. 
Lawson apprenticed with 
Bobby Benson, Victor Olaiya, 
and Roy Chicago before strik-
ing out on his own with a 
unique blend of Igbo lyrics 
sung over Kalabari rhythms. 
Jimi Solanke, the playwright, 
poet and folk singer, was an-
other singer with his band. 
The band’s recording of his 
composition “Onile-Gogoro” 
became one of the most mem-
orable highlife hits of the 
1960s.  Alaba Pedro, a guitar-
ist from Roy Chicago’s band, 
went on to play with Or-
lando Julius Aremu Olusanya 
Ekemode, O.J. to his friends. 
Alaba Pedro joined Roy Chi-
cago in 1961 and stayed with 
the band until the time of the 
civil war, when it disbanded 
in 1969. He recalled that “It 
was a highly disciplined band 
... The band was versatile and 
could play almost all types of 
music, but ... highlife [was] its 
specialty, which relied more 
on Nigerian melodies with 
rhythms rooted in indig-
enous elements. Peter King, 
one of Nigeria’s greatest tenor 
sax players, started with 
Roy Chicago’s band in Lagos 
before going to England to 
study music

Siaka Momoh, a media 
consultant, can be reached 
via siakamomoh@yahoo.
com, 234-8061396410

roy chicago

from the breakaway regions of 
eastern Nigeria had, hitherto, 
ran many of the top highlife 
bands. With their exit, Yor-
uba-derived Jùjú music took 
over. Ebenezer Obey and 
King Sunny Ade, Juju music 
kingpins remain evergreen 
in the nation’s music space.

Jùjú Music is a prominent 
music genre of the Yorubas 
and has been described as 
guitar band melody; a lauda-

tory and dedicatory music 
established by the Yorubas 
from various “palm wine 
musical tones’ in Lagos in 
the 1930s and 1940s.  The 
word “Jùjú” (not to be con-
fused with Western Africa 
mystical power attributed to 
charm or fetish) was derived 
from people  yelling ‘ju so ke’ 
(throw it up) when the music 
was played in the streets ac-
companied by tossing up and 

gbe” and “Keregbe emu”. Victor 
Olaiya’s International All Stars 
and Roy Chicago’s Abalabi 
Rhythm Dandies were two of 
the leading highlife bands in 
Nigeria, both led by graduates 
of the Bobby Benson Orches-
tra. Roy Chicago is popularly 
acclaimed to have introduced 
the talking drum into highlife.

Roy Chicago combined the 
trumpet and saxophone with 
vocals. Playing with Bobby Ben-
son in the 1950s, he performed 
ball room dance and highlife, 
fox trot, tango, waltz, quick step, 
jive and Latin American music. 
His sidemen included tenor sax 
player Etim Udo and trumpeter 
Marco Bazz.

Roy Chicago’s highlife style 
had its accent anchored on 
rhythm. He explained Nige-
rian folksongs with vocals by 
Tunde Osofisan, one of the fin-
est singers on the highlife scene. 
Although his style could not be 
called a jazz derivative, there 
are blue notes in his saxophone 
parts and “cool” jazz intonations 
and phrases, which are closer to 
traditional Yoruba music than 
to highlife.

Fall of highlife
The Nigerian Civil War of 

1967–1970 made highlife to lose 
its popularity. Why? The Igbos 



S
huwargwe Damak, mostly 
known as Shuwar, is revo-
lutionising the maxi dress 
with her quaint label, Maxi 
Stitches, a Nigerian based 

clothing brand that designs and 
produces strictly maxi dresses.

The Maxi dress just got better as 
she just rolled out a new collection 
she wants us to call ‘Lárep’…it sure 
has a sophisticated ring to it, but it’s 
actually a word in her dialect.

The maxi dress has its origin 
from high end fashion designer, 
Oscar de la Renta, who set out to cre-
ate something that would be gracing 
the ankles of fashionable people all 
over the world, and he succeeded 
in his quest.

Now, more than 55 years later, 
the maxi gown is still gracing the 
ankles of fashionable people and 
with many frills, twists and embel-
lishments. Since inception, Maxi 
Stitches has released two collections 
and set is set release many more.

Maxi Stiches was created in July 
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The rave, crave for everything organics

Encased in lovely jars and bot-
tles, the products, all in various 
colours were inviting and eye 

catching. It was at an exhibition, I 
was struck by the fact that natural 
organic beauty products were fast 
becoming big money spinner and 
delight. The rave, crave and desire for 
organic foods have moved up a notch 
to include organic beauty products, 
for hair and body care.

There before me were several 
product stands showcasing the 
craftsmanship and business acu-
men of its owners. These are wholly 
indigenous companies committed 
to producing 100percent natural 
hand-crafted bath and body prod-
ucts of superior quality. Just like the 
entertainment industry, the beauty 
or personal care sub-sector is flour-
ishing as it turns to organics as its 
main focus and base.

MABEL DIMMA

MABEL DIMMA

ditives and chemicals, making them 
excellent for sensitive skins and are 
particularly good in rejuvenating 
chemically damaged skin.”

Olori is one of the shining stars in 
the natural product range; driven by 
love and passion for healthy hair, skin 
and make-ups for women of African 
descent. The bestseller from the Olori 
range is a deep conditioning and re-
storative hair treatment. A blend of 
specially formulated nut oils, which 

venue and on social media, I’m glad 
to say the dress turned out to be 
more beautiful than I imagined,” 
she added.

Every dress from this collection 
has a twist to it. Yes, they are all 
maxi dresses, but not your conven-
tional maxis. These ones present 
themselves as eye candies with high 
slits, full ruffle sleeves, high-low 
wrap dresses and a taste of what is 

Maxi dresses just got better with Lárep

currently in vogue, that is the off 
shoulder twist.

“It’s been a great experience 
putting this together, exploring my 
creative ability, and having it all 
realised,” Shuwar said.

“My first collection was for both 
the “youngins and oldies”. This 
new collection is targeted more at 
young ladies but can be worn by old 
women who love to beat their age, 
hence the name “Làrep”- beautiful 
young lady.

“The new collection is in fact 
highly ambitious. It is very ambi-
tious and the exciting thing is that 
we have several orders rolling in; 
our customers keep giving great feed 
backs. The buzz is simply amazing.”

The new collection has more 
twists to it. High slits, full ruffle 
sleeves, mono strap, off shoulders, 
shift dresses and lots more. There are 
no limits when it comes to colours 

and fabrics because Maxi Stitches 
like to explore different colours and 
fabric patterns.

“However, we like horizontal 
and vertical fabric patterns for 
our signature sleeveless maxis and 
the butterfly dresses,” the creative 
designer said.

So for this New Year, Maxi Stitch-
es is looking to add a lot more to 
the clothing line. More collections, 
more designs, more dresses. In fact 
there is one more collection on the 
horizon; Maxi Stitches is working on 
a collection for pregnant and breast 
feeding mothers

For the long term, hosting fash-
ion shows is one the many goals this 
brand is looking to achieve. “Maxi 
Stitches has been doing very well 
for a business that is just a little over 
one year, we have made remarkable 
sales, we have had patronage from 
within and outside the country”.

form the key ingredient, the product 
is free of parabens, sulphates and 
petroleum additives or mineral oils.

Sahara Sunrise manufactures 
and sells high quality, international 
standard products in Nigeria and has 
been doing that consistently since 
it started operations in the country.  
The brand has a lovely range of 
luxurious, handmade, cold-process 
soaps, formulated with various 
delicate blends of the best butters and 
special oils from Nigeria and also the 
world over.

Some of the butters and oils used 
in the processing include: Shea butter, 
cocoa butter, olive oil, coconut oil, 
mango butter, castor oil, grape seed 
oil, sesame oil, and palm kernel oil, 
just to name a few. But these are not 
the only ones.

These organic products, which 
are rich and non-irritant, are mostly 
premium handcrafted soaps, body 
scrubs, body butters, bath gels, lo-
tions, bath fizzles and facial mask.

It is believed that what you put 
on your body is as important as 
what you eat, meaning the same 
standard is expected. Their colours 
are attractive, and you could see the 
craftsmanship, care and expertise 
that have been employed in the mak-
ing of these products.

At the forefront of this emerging 
market are Sahara Sunrise, Olori, 
Aweni Organics, and Raw Essence, 
which have become household 
names. The fact that these products 
are formulated in-house means the 
processes it goes through are con-
trolled and monitored.

Folashade Kassim is the founder 
of Raw Essence Limited and she is 
an adept manufacturer and mar-
keter of a variety of Aromatherapy 
hand-made soaps and body products. 
An advocate of non-chemical base 
products, she consistently creates 
awareness in the organic and natural 
products field.

The main ingredient for the prod-

ucts are carefully sourced from all 
over Africa, highly nourishing and 
beneficial plant butters like cocoa 
and Shea, black soap, oils, extracts; 
90percent of which are found here 
on the African continent.

According to Aweni, the philoso-
phy behind all their products is one of 
purity of both purpose and product, 
and the embrace of a wholesome 
lifestyle. “All our natural handcrafted 
products are completely free of ad-

2016 and has grown to be the only 
one of its kind, at least for now, and it 
is gaining so much attention and pa-
tronage on social media and beyond. 
The ensembles are so unique that 
the creative director of the brand 
was nominated for ‘SME 25 under 
25 awards’, (an award that celebrates 
entrepreneurs below the age of 25, 
who are contributing to Nigeria’s 
socio economic development).

The new collection themed “The 
Lárep Collection”, is a word from her 
‘Chip dialect’ from Plateau State, 
used to refer to or praise young 
ladies.

“The idea of the Lárep collection 
was birthed after I designed my 
outfit to the SME 25 under 25 Award, 
where I was nominated under 
Fashion category,” said an excited 
Shuwar, who recently finished the 
one year mandatory Nation Youth 
Service programme.

“I wore a three layered ruffle 
sleeve, high-low wrap dress, which 
was inspired by my desire to merge 
simple maxi designs with sophisti-
cated cocktail outfit designs. Judg-
ing from the comments I got at the 
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SLAY Festival, an outdoor 
celebration of innovation, 
culture and technology 

is back for its second edition, 
bringing together women 
across Africa for an education-
al yet entertaining experience 
on the 17th of February 2018 at 
Tafawa Balewa Square, Lagos 
Island. The festival last year 
hosted over 1,500 women to 
an impactful day. This year 
the festival is expected to host 
3,000 women across Africa.

SLAY Festival has a lineup of 
prominent speakers including 
Funke Opeke, CEO Main One 
Cable, Betty Irabor, Founder 
of Genevieve Magazine, Omo-
tola Jalade-Ekeinde, Ink Eze, 
Founder of Asoebibella and 
many more who will share 
their experiences and also lend 
their expertise through panel 
discussions and masterclasses.

Various panel discussions 
have been put together to 

IFEOMA OKEKE

Slay Festival - Bringing African women together
address key topics including 
‘personal branding for ca-
reer women’, ‘introduction to 
coding’, ‘taking mobile pho-
tography to the next level’, 
‘what you need to know about 
blockchain’ and ‘millennials 

guide to managing personal 
finances’. Oyiza Salu, Group 
Head of Human Resources 
at Guaranty Trust Bank will 
be joining a panel session on 
‘how to get a job at Nigeria’s 
best places to work’ and Tonye 

Cole the Executive Director 
and Founder of Sahara Group, 
will share his years of experi-
ence as an entrepreneur and 
innovator during the panel 
discussion of ‘developing your 
leadership style’.

New activities are planned 
for the festival this year such as 
the leadership circle which will 
enable attendees to sit down 
for an intimate 45 minute 
coaching session with a senior 
leader around topics of strat-
egy, marketing, career growth 
and building relationships; 
the networking experience 
focused on speed networking 
and developing connections as 
well as the health and wellness 
section which will provide free 
health check–ups and healthy 
living tips. A crèche has also 
been provided for women with 
young children.

SLAY Festival promises to be 
impactful and engaging with 
opportunities for networking, 
direct access to career experts 
and business speakers with 
global expertise, expert’s cor-
ner for 1-on-1 coaching, beauty, 
hair and skincare demonstra-
tions, live music and a chance 
to shop from over 75 young 
entrepreneurs with innovative 
and exciting products.

The Women’s March is moving 
its focus to registering voters in 
swing states ahead of the 2018 

midterm elections.
On the one-year anniversary of 

President Donald Trump’s inaugura-
tion and the 2017 Women’s March, 
the national organization behind the 
largest single-day demonstration in US 
history is moving its focus to registering 
voters in swing states ahead of the 2018 
midterm elections.

On Sunday, the Women’s March 
organization is holding a voter regis-
tration and mobilization event in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, called #PowerToTh-
ePolls, while sister events, many of 
them protests, will be held in cities 
across the country.

Publicly declaring their goal to 
register one million people to vote 
this year, the Women’s March chairs 
say they are refocusing their efforts 
on electing women and progressive 
candidates.

“This next stage of the movement 
will channel the energy and activism 
of the Women’s March into tangible 
strategies and concrete wins in 2018,” 
the organization wrote on its website.

Nevada is a strategic spot for the 
effort. Former Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Hillary Clinton won the 
purple state by just two points against 

Organization plans to turn Women’s March 
protests into election results

M
e d i c a l  e x p e r t s 
a r e  a d v i s i n g 
more women to 
g e t  Pa p  s m e a r 
t e s t s  d o n e  t o 

know if  they are  at  r isk of 
cervical cancer, as the disease 
is ranked a leading cause of 
cancer deaths in Nigeria.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  W o r l d 
Health Organisation,  ab out 
14,089 new c erv ical  canc er 
cases are diagnosed annually in 
Nigeria. This is why the organ-
isation has ranked the disease 
as the second leading cause of 
female cancer in Nigeria and 
most common in women aged 
15 to 44 years in the country.

One me dical  practitioner 
based in Lagos said most wom-
en in Nigeria lack the knowl-
edge of how and why they need 

ANTHONIA OBOKOH to do Pap smear test.
“ I t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  c o m e  fo r 

check-up, most Nigeria women 
do not know much about cervi-
cal cancer because of the poor 
re s p o n s e  t o  Pa p  s m e a r  t e s t 
awareness in the country,” said 
the medical practitioner.

Adding that one of the chal-
lenges most women face is, they 
are seen by the doctors they 
want to see, “you have a right 
to tell the facility whom you 
are comfortable with, either a 
male or a female doctor. Early 
detection will give you more 
chance to survive and there 
is so much that can be done to 
prevent or cure it.”

Makwe Catherine, a special-
ist in women’s health said that 
every woman deserves access 
to quality healthcare infor-
mation and services and that 
cervical cancer affects women 

from an average age of 50, but 
it  can als o affe ct  women as 
young as 20.

“Pap test should b e every 
three years for women between 
25 and 49 years old. The Hu-
man papillomavirus (HPV) test 
detects the cancerous cells and 
HPV vaccine protects against 
the types of HPV that most often 
causes cancer,” said Catherine.

She explained that cervical 
cancer originates from uterine 
cervix, the neck of the womb, 
which is located at the lower 
end of the uterus extending into 
the upper part of the vagina.

Adding that in later stages, 
symptoms include: heavy vagi-
nal bleeding or discharge (more 
than usual), bleeding after sex, 
between periods or after a pel-
vic exam, pain during sex or 
urination.

However, Runcie Chidebe, 
executive director, Project PINK 
BLUE, a Health and Psycho-
logical Trust Centre (HPTC) in 
Abuja, said “there is no sys-
tematic screening program in 
Nigeria. What we have is spo-
radic screenings, where non-
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) organise here and there.

“There is a need for the Fed-
eral Government to mandate all 
Public Health Centres (PHCs) 
throughout the state  levels 
to ensure that once a woman 
comes into any PHC, she must 
go for cervical cancer screen-
ing like Visual Inspection with 
Acetic Acid, ”he  added.

Nigerian women have poor 
Pap smear awareness- Expert

Trump in 2016, and the state’s embat-
tled Republican senator, Dean Heller, is 
widely considered the most vulnerable 
GOP incumbent up for reelection to 
the body in 2018. Heller is being chal-
lenged by a woman: Democratic Rep. 
Jacky Rosen. The state will also replace 
its term-limited governor this year.

Civil rights advocates, including 
Planned Parenthood president Cecile 
Richards and NAACP board member 
Rev. William Barber III, will speak 
in Las Vegas on Sunday, alongside 
Nevada’s Democratic senator, Cath-
erine Cortez Masto, and other liberal 
lawmakers and celebrities.

The Nevada effort is the first of what 
will be a national tour of swing states, 
including Michigan and Florida.

The organization is also putting an 
emphasis on outreach to traditionally 
underrepresented groups, particularly 
people of color, who have been tar-
geted by voter suppression efforts.

“We all must commit to fighting the 
systemic voter suppression laws that 
inhibit so many of our communities 
from voting,” Linda Sarsour, a co-chair 
of the Women’s March, said in a state-
ment. “This campaign will mobilize a 
new group of activists to create acces-
sible power to our voting polls.”

Business Insider
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Edo Government unveils tourism desks 
at Benin Airport 

Ambode keen on marketing 
Lagos tourism values globally

Nigerian Diaspora 
urged to attract 
more tourists to 
their homeland

T
he administration 
of Governor Akin-
wunmi Ambode is 
very keen on mar-
keting the tourism 

values of Lagos State to busi-
ness and leisure travellers 
across the globe. This strategy 
is expected to be driven by the 
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture and will in essence 
necessitates positioning of the 
state tourism potentials for 
better respect and appreciation 
by different segments of the 
tourism market.

This was disclosed by Steve 
Ayorinde, the recently ap-
pointed commissioner for 
Tourism, Art and Culture, 
Lagos State at a reception or-
ganised by the management of 
the Ministry of Tourism, Arts 
and Culture on Monday when 
he assumed office.

The former Commissioner 
for Information and Strategy 

  R-L Steve Ayorinde, Commissioner for Tourism, Arts and Culture, Aramide 
Giwanson, Special Adviser, Arts and Culture and Fola Adeyemi, Permanent 
Secretary Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture, at the reception for the new 
commissioner held recently at the ministry.

T
he Edo State Govern-
ment in partnership 
w i t h  V i k o  N i g e r i a 
h a s  u n ve i l e d  t o u r -

ism information desks at the 
B e n i n  A i r p o r t ,  B e n i n  C i t y, 
to  market  the  state ’s  tour-
ism sites.

S p eaking at the unveiling 
o f  t h e  d e s k s  at  t h e  a r r i va l 
and departure wings of the 
Benin Airp ort  on We dnes -
day,  Go dwin Obas eki ,  Gov-
ernor of  E do State ,  said he 
wants investors and visitors 
to know ab out the tourism 
p otentials of the state.

The governor,  repres ent-
e d  b y  Ta i w o  A k e r e l e ,  h i s 
Chief of Staff,  said the idea 
d r i v i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  t h e 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m a k e  t h e 
state a 24-hour e c onomy.

 “A s  a  s t at e ,  w e  w a n t  t o 
leverage on our potentials to 
attract lo cal  and foreign in-
vestments.  We are partner-
ing with the Federal Airport 
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) 
to make night landing p ossi-
ble at the airp ort to increas e 
influx of pass engers c oming 
i n t o  t h e  s t at e  fo r  b u s i n e s s 
and leisure.” 

O s a z e  O s e m w e g i e - E r o , 
Commissioner for Arts,  Cul-
t u re  a n d  D i a s p o ra  A ff a i r s , 
Edo State,  said the informa-
tion desks are a part of the 
a r t s  a n d  t o u r i s m  ro a d m a p 

until the cabinet reshuffle ef-
fected on Thursday January 
11, 2018 by Akinwunmi Am-
bode, governor of Lagos State, 
stated that ‘’the Ministry and 
the team under his watch 
will work with other state 
institutions and agencies to de-
liver a top notch economically 
beneficial tourism marketing 
strategy built on attractions 
and exposure of Lagos to the 
global tourism audience’’.

He posited that the Lagos 
economy in 2018 would be 
largely driven by tourism 
activities laced with socio-
economic values. He implored 
the staff of the Ministry to be 
‘’ready for targets and con-
stant reminders of the need to 
keep eyes on the ball to meet 
those targets’’.

While welcoming Ayor-
inde, Aramide Giwanson, 
Special Adviser to the Gov-
ernor on Arts and Culture, 

expressed her joy in the new 
spirit to deliver the mandate 
of the governor to make Lagos 
a preferred tourism destina-
tion in Africa.

As well, while present-
ing the new commissioner 
to the management staff 
of the ministry, Fola Adey-
emi, Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry,  referre d 
to Ayorinde as an amiable 

and rel iable  team leader 
w i t h  g re at  a n t e c e d e n t s . 
He assured the staff of the 
Ministry that a renewe d 
strength and vigour would 
b e  p ro v i d e d  b y  t h e  n e w 
l e a d e r s h i p  t o  m o ve  t h e 
creative industry and the 
tourism value-chain to an 
enviable level,  esp e cially 
for pro ductiv ity and en-
hanced economic value.    

Nigerians in the Diaspora 
have b e en urge d to at-
tract more tourists to the 

c ountry to  b o ost  foreign ex-
change earnings to the country.

Mike Amachree, president, 
Centre for Promotion of Peace, 
Tourism, Arts and Culture (CEP-
TAC), made the urge at a one-
day parley b etwe en tourism 
stakeholders and Nigerians in 
the Diasp ora at the Bro oklyn 
Tourists Center, Port Harcourt 
in River State.

He said the parley has become 
imperative in view of economic 
situation facing the c ountry, 
stressing that there is need for 
delib erate investment in the 
tourism industry to encourage 
the provision of jobs to meaning-
fully engage the teaming youths 
in the industries that would be 
established by local and foreign 
entrepreneurs.

He also commended Nyesom 
Wike, governor of River State, 
for his pragmatic approach in 
solving tourism challenges in 
the state through the establish-
ing the Port Harcourt Leisure 
Park and the massive construc-
tion of roads in the state, calling 
on the government to do more, 
especially in rural areas and also 
to encourage the private sector. 
He mentioned that gone are the 
days when the state depends on 
oil only.

He equally called on the Fed-
eral Government to relax the 
entry requirements to attract 
foreign tourists to Nigeria.

Consequently, Nigerians in 
Diaspora who came from Lon-
don, New York, Toronto and Los 
Angeles promised to market Ni-
geria in their various countries 
of abode to enable them attract 
more tourists to the country.

The foreign tourists on their 
modest satisfaction requested 
the management of CEPTAC to 
make event an annual platform.

The Chairman of the occa-
sion, Professor Kimse Okoko, a 
former commissioner of Lands 
and Housing in the old Rivers 
State and former president of 
I jaw National Congress,  c om-
mended Amachree for his efforts 
at boosting tourism business in 
Nigeria, which has earned him 
the name “Father of Tourism.”

Okoko state d that tourism 
in the c ountry is  c onfronte d 
with many challenges and en-
c ourage d governments to s e e 
the sub-sector as option “A” in 
choosing area of diversifying the 
country’s economy.

In addition, Okoko solicited 
supp ort  from mult i -national 
companies and public-spirited 
individuals to heartily invest in 
tourism development since the 
government alone cannot make 
tourism thrive in the country.

In the same vein, the royal 
father  of  the day,  King T.J.T 
Princewill, the Amanyanabo of 
Kalabari Kingdom, represented 
by Chief Inimi Atiegoba, said 
tourism sub-sector has become 
the main stay of economic de-
velopment for many countries 
of the world, adding that Nigeria 
cannot afford to shy away from 
it and ensued for collaborative 
efforts in curbing societal ills 
challenging the development of 
tourism in the country.

L-R: Chidi Lucky Kanu, group managing director, VIKO Nigeria; Yakubu Gowon, Special 
Adviser to the Edo State Governor on Special Duties; Taiwo Akerele, Chief of Staff to the 
Governor, and Osazee Osemwegie-Ero, Commissioner for Arts, Culture, Tourism and Diaspora 
Affairs, after the unveiling of the Tourism Information Desks, at the Benin Airport, recently.

for the development of the 
state. 

He said the idea was c on-
ceived by Governor Obaseki 
in his quest to b o ost invest-
ments and employment op-
p ortunities in the state.

 “ Th e  a i rp ort  i s  th e  gate -
w ay  t o  t h e  s t at e  i f  yo u  a re 

c o m i n g  b y  a i r  a n d  t h e  d e s k 
w i l l  g i ve  a l l  t h e  n e e d e d  i n -
fo r m at i o n  ab o ut  t h e  p l a c e s 
t o  v i s i t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,”  h e 
s a i d .

Kanu Chidi, group manag-
i n g  d i re c t o r,  V i ko  N i g e r i a , 
said tourism p ortends great 
p otential  in developing the 
economy of the state, noting 

t h at  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i l l 
yield positive results for Edo 
p e ople.

 H e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e  i n -
f o r m at i o n  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d 
to guests  v isit ing the state 
i n c l u d e  i n fo r m at i o n  ab o ut 
culture,  tourism, hotel  res-
e r vat i o n ,  t a xe s  a n d  o t h e r 
information ab out the state.



42 Sunday  21 January 2018SUNDAYBD C002D5556

Travel

OBINNA EMELIKE

A gush from nature

J
ust a stone’s throw from 
the Nigeria-Cameroon 
border, about 17 kilo-
metres from Ikom in the 
north and 315 kilome-

tres from Calabar in the south, 
l ies  a  natural  wonder  that 
parades a million thrills in one 
destination for visitors. While 
on the 17-kilometre stretch, 
the narrow but tarred road, 
the heaps of cocoa seed dried 
in the sun by locals and the 
few cheers from the passersby 
tell little about the thrills that 
await you ahead.

T h e  A g b o k i m  W at e r f a l l 
with its seven streams, each 
cascading over steep cliffs that 
in turn generate seven-faced 
falls, holds a lot for pleasure-
seekers, wildlife researchers 
and adventurers. The waterfall 
is actually on the point where 
one of the tributaries of the 
Cross River water descends in 
terraces, through the tropical 
rainforest.

The surrounding lush green-
ery,  valleys and ste ep hil ls 
which are enveloped in a rain-
bow-like aura make the im-
mediate environment a true 
adventure that awaits the dis-
cerning visitor. Its freshness is 
captivating and has an alluring 
serenity. It is the perfect loca-
tion for a vacation which tar-
gets getting back to the main-
stream of nature and regaining 
your general wellbeing.

But on your way farther to 
the fall, do not be surprised at 

the little or no cheers from the 
sleeping community of over 
20,000 residents. Of course, the 
fishing and farming community 
is so used to the attraction that 
the fall  holds less app eal to 
them. However, they are warm 
and very hospitable p e ople 
that will not allow visitors go 
without picking one or two 
souvenirs to their loved ones 
in the cities.

Here is the truth of the mat-
ter:  Agb okim c ommunity is 
abundantly blessed with pic-
turesque waterfalls cascading 
down mountains and hilltops, 
through rocks and onto flow-
ing rivers. But the water, most 
likely against its will, remains 
‘calm’.  The reas on is simple: 
tourists that will ripple it have 
been in short supply over the 
years.

But as summer sets in, the 
waters hope to rumble in de-
light. Teeming tourists will find 
their long-sought-after sanctu-
ary in their freshness.

But that is not where the 
story ends. While at the fall, 
there are many activities that 
make for a pleasurable outing. 
At the point where its waters 
cascade down, they merge into 
a large body of water that is just 
perfect for swimming.

Besides that, tourists can also 
enjoy trekking and picnicking 
at the site. Trekking within the 
site provides one an opportu-
nity for bird-watching, wildlife 
sighting, photographing, among 
others at the bosom of nature.

So, rather than stress your-
self to save money for a visit to 

Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe and 
Niagara Falls in the US, among 
other great falls in the world, 
keep in mind that a visit to 

Agbokim holds as much thrills 
for you, especially this festive 
season.

With its great heights, seven 

falls, lush vegetation, roaming 
wildlife, hospitable rural set-

ting and residents, Agbokim 
W ate rfa l l s  wi l l  m a ke  you r 
festive outing a memorable 
one, as you explore its natural 
treasures for the fun you so 
much deserve.

For accommodation, visitors 
can stay at Heritage Hotel, 520 
Hotel, among others in Ikom. 
Average room rate is N5,000 
per night.

Direction: From Abuja, the 
waterfall is accessible through 
the Makurdi-Ikom Highway or 
Yola-Katsina Ala-Ikom High-
way. At Ikom, cabs are always 
waiting to convey visitors to 
the waterfall for a fee.

If you are coming from La-
gos, a flight to Calabar eases 
the journey. From Calabar, you 
move by road to Ikom (about 
two and a half hours) or Port 
H a rc o u r t - U yo - C a l ab a r  a n d 
Ikom.



43Sunday 21 January 2018 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Travel

ICAO releases 2017 preliminary report, 
says 4.1bn passengers airlifted in 2017

T
he International Civil 
Aviation Organisation, 
ICAO has released the 
2017 Preliminary Re-
port of the global civil 

aviation activities as “a new re-
cord of 4.1 billion passengers was 
carried by the aviation industry 
on scheduled services in 2017”.

According to ICAO, “This 
indicates a 7.1% increase over 
2016. The number of depar-
tures rose to approximately 
37 million globally, and world 
passenger traffic, expressed in 
terms of total scheduled revenue 
passenger-kilometres (RPKs), 
posted an increase of 7.6% with 
approximately 7.7 trillion RPKs 
performed. This growth is a 
slight improvement from the 
7.4% achieved in 2016.”

Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu, 
ICAO Council President in his 
remarks, attributed the upward 
performance of the civil air trans-
portation to some factors: “The 
sustainability of the tremendous 
growth in international civil air 
traffic is demonstrated by the 
continuous improvements to its 
safety, security, efficiency and 
environmental footprint. This 
sustainability is the result of con-
certed efforts and cooperation at 
the national, regional, and global 
levels, particularly in terms of 

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

A
irbus closed out 2017 
with orders in Decem-
ber for 841 jetliners – 
the highest monthly 

intake in company history, and 
delivered 127 aircraft during the 
month – also marking an all-time 
high.

The new business at year-end 
was composed of 828 bookings 
for Airbus’ best-selling A320 
single-aisle family in both its NEO 
and CEO versions; along with 
13 A330s, eight of which will be 
produced in the A330-900neo 
configuration, and five A330-200s 
to be converted into the Multi-
Role Tanker Transport variant for 
military service.

Three triple-digit A320 Fam-
ily orders led the December 
activity: Wizz Air’s 146-aircraft 
booking (for 74 A321neo and 72 
A320neo versions); 100 A320neo 
and 34 A321neo jetliners for Fron-
tier Airlines; along with Delta 
Airlines’ 100 A321neo and five 
A321ceo versions.

 Other large acquisitions dur-
ing the month were 80 A320 
Family aircraft for Volaris (46 
A320neo and 34 A321neo ver-

Airbus ends 2017 with orders for 841 jetliners
sions), 70 for JetSMART (56 
A320neo and 14 A321neo jetlin-
ers), and 55 for China Aircraft 
Leasing Group Holdings Limited 
(50 in the A320neo configuration 
and five A320ceo).

Ordering 50 aircraft each 
were Qatar Airways (50 A321n-
eo aircraft), the lessor AerCap 
(25 each for the A320neo and 
A321neo versions) and Viva Air 
(35 A320neo and 15 A320ceo 
jetliners).

Completing the December 
single-aisle jetliner transactions 
were Pegasus Airlines’ booking 

E
thiopian Airlines is set 
to launch direct thrice 
weekly service to Geneva, 
Switzerland on June 3, 

2018. Hosting the highest number 
of international organizations in 
the world including the headquar-
ters of many of the agencies of the 
United Nations and the Red Cross, 
Geneva is a global city and center 
for diplomacy.

Regarding the launch of the 
service, Tewolde GebreMariam, 
Group CEO of Ethiopian Airlines, 
said: “Geneva hosts the highest 
number of international organi-
zations in the world, making it 
a global hub for diplomacy. It’s a 
perfect complement to Addis our 
main hub and Africa’s diplomatic 
capital with the headquarters of 
the African Union and the UN-
ECA (Economic Commission for 
Africa). Government officials and 
staff from regional and interna-
tional organizations in Geneva and 
across our extensive African net-
work will be able to enjoy seam-
less and convenient connectivity 
enabling to carry out their mission 
with ease and conveniences.”

The route will be operated 
with a Boeing 787-800, one of the 
most technologically advanced 
aircraft in the carrier’s fleet fam-
ily, featuring up-to-date amenities 
with redefined travel experiences. 
As with all Ethiopian’s flights, 
customers will enjoy the much 
acclaimed African-flavored Ethio-
pian hospitality.

Ethiopian to debut 
flight to Geneva

…1.2bn tourists travelled by Air In 2017

ICAO compliancy, which is key 
to accessing the global network.”

Fang Liu, ICAO Secretary Gen-
eral said, “Air traffic growth is 
making key contributions to-
wards the achievement of United 
Nations Agenda 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals, offering an 
opportunity to lift a generation 
out of poverty, figuratively and 
literally.

“As a UN agency, ICAO is deep-
ly committed to ensuring that all 
countries have an opportunity to 
benefit from the doubling in flight 
and passenger volumes forecast 
for the next 15 years.”

 This is illustrated by the fact 
that over half of the world’s 1.2 
billion tourists who travelled 
across international borders last 

year were transported by air, and 
that air transport now carries 
some 35% of world trade by value. 
Indeed, more than 90% of cross 
border Business-to-Consumer 
(B2C) e-commerce was carried by 
air transport.

The report revealed that air 
travel demand growth has gained 
solid momentum, supported 
by the ongoing improvement 
in global economic conditions 
throughout the year.

World real gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth is projected 
to be at 2.7% in 2017, an accelera-
tion from the 2.4% in 2016, and is 
expected to further strengthen to 
2.9% in 2018.

International scheduled pas-
senger traffic expressed in terms 

of RPKs grew by 8.0% in 2017, up 
from the 7.8% recorded in 2016. 
All regions recorded stronger 
growth than in the previous year, 
with an exception of a slowdown 
in the Middle East due to a com-
bination of factors such as the 
competitive environment – com-
peting hubs and more point to 
point services, low oil prices and 
the impact of a strong US dollar.

The region carried 14% RPK 
share and experienced a signifi-
cant decline in growth from the 
11.8% observed in 2016 to 6.9% 
in 2017.

Europe remained as the larg-
est international market with 
37% share of world international 
RPKs, and grew strongly by 8.1%, 
supported by the improved eco-
nomic conditions in the region. 
Asia/Pacific had the second larg-
est share with 29%, and grew by 
9.6%, the second strongest growth 
among all regions.

North America accounted for 
a 13% share, and demonstrated 
an improvement compared to 
last year, however, remained as 
the slowest growing region with 
a growth of 4.9%. Carriers in Latin 
America and the Caribbean man-
aged 4% of world international 
RPKs and saw the biggest im-
provement among all regions and 
recorded the strongest growth at 
10.0%. Africa with the smallest 
share of 3%, grew slightly faster 
than last year at 7.6%.

for 25 A321neo aircraft; an order 
for 20 A321neo and another 
booking for 20 A320neo jetliners 
from two non-identified custom-
ers; 10 A320ceo versions for GE 
Capital Aviation Services; the ac-
quisition of four A321neo and two 
A320neo aircraft by Air Lease 
Corporation; six A320ceo aircraft 
for Aviation Capital Group; and 
one A321neo for Middle East 
Airlines.

Airbus wide-body orders dur-
ing the month included eight 
A330neo Family jetliners (com-
posed of four A330-900s for a 

non-identified customer, along 
with two A330-900s each for 
Air Lease Corporation and Air 
Senegal).

Also booked in December 
were five A330-200s, which are 
to be converted by Airbus into 
the military MRTT (Multi-Role 
Tanker/Transport) configura-
tion.

 Taking the December order 
cancellations into account, Air-
bus’ net orders for the month 
totaled 776 aircraft.  This brought 
the overall 2017 orders to 1,109 
aircraft, compared to 731 in 2016.

The record-setting 127 aircraft 
delivered in the final month of 
2017 were received by 50 cus-
tomers, comprised of 105 A320 
Family aircraft (including 47 in 
the NEO configuration), 12 A330s, 
nine A350 WXBs (in the A350-
900 version), and one A380. As 
a result, Airbus deliveries during 
the year reached the 718, com-
pared to 688 in 2016.

 As of 31 December, Airbus’ 
overall backlog of jetliners re-
maining to be delivered stood at 
7,265 aircraft – a new industry 
record.

S
enior Etihad Airways ex-
ecutive, Andrew Fisher, 
embarks on a journey of 
a lifetime on 21 January 

when he attempts to break the 
world record by flying around 
the globe in the shortest time 
frame on scheduled flights, and 
with the fewest number of sec-
tors.

 Fisher, who works as the air-
line’s Vice President Fleet Plan-
ning, hopes to shave three hours 
off the current record of over 55 
hours by completing the journey 
in only four sectors. 

 His flight path begins in the 
early hours of Sunday morn-
ing in Shanghai, taking him to 
Auckland, Buenos Aires and 
Amsterdam before returning 
to the Chinese city in the early 
hours of Tuesday morning, 23 
January.

 A self-proclaimed ‘aviation 
geek’ with a love of studying 
airline networks and schedules, 
Abu Dhabi-based Andrew is well 
placed to chart his journey and 
fulfill a dream he has been keen 
to attempt for over 20 years.

 “It’s about time the job was 
done,” he said. “The planning has 
taken a long time, essentially to 
ensure the flight timings, rout-
ings and transits are kept as tight 
as possible and there is only a 
short window of opportunity for 
this to happen.”

Etihad Airways executives 
embark on round the world 
record attempt
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The Women At Risk Interna-
tional Foundation (WARIF) 
has unveiled plans to edu-

cate about 200 secondary school 
girls in Lagos between the ages of 
13-16 years on the prevention of 
gender-based violence and abuse.

The non-governmental orga-
nization is expanding the WAR-
IF Educational School Program 
(WESP) through the recent part-
nership with one of the leading 
financial institutions in Nigeria, 
Diamond Bank.

Kemi Dasilva Ibru the founder 
of WARIF said “we are going 

W
hy talk about cer-
vical cancer in 
the first month 
of the New Year?
We talk ab out 

cervical cancer in the first month 
of the year because January is the 
official month for raising cervical 
cancer awareness.

Cancer has become a serious 
public health burden; it is respon-
sible for 3 per cent of total mortal-
ity in Nigeria, leading to 72,000 
deaths per annum.

This number is set to increase 
given that there are 102,000 new 
cases of cancer every year. The 
mortality incidence ratio for liver 
cancer is 97 per cent while cervi-
cal cancer is 58 per cent and breast 
cancer is 51 per cent

Cervical cancer is a cancer aris-
ing from the cervix. It occurs due to 
the abnormal growth of cells that 
spread from the cervix to other 
parts of the body

Symptoms do not manifest 
early on. However, later symptoms 
may include abnormal vaginal 
bleeding, pelvic pain, or pain dur-
ing sexual intercourse.

To have an understanding on 
early detection of Cervical Cancer 
in Nigeria, let me give you a brief 
statistics.

Do you know that cervical 
cancer kills more than 250, 000 
women globally?

-85% of these deaths occur in 
low- and middle-income countries 
like Nigeria.

Do you know that more than 
half of women diagnosed with 
cervical cancer in Nigeria die mak-
ing it the most deadly cancer in 
Nigerian women?

What causes the high mor-
tality rate of Cervical Cancer in 
Nigeria?

Late diagnosis, lack of aware-
ness, low utilization of screening 
services, lack of knowledge and 
suggestive symptoms.

‘More than half of women diagnosed 
with cervical cancer die in Nigeria’

WARIF to educate 200 school girls on the prevention of GBV in Lagos
…receives sponsorship from diamond bank
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back to schools in the Lagos State 
District and will expand the WAR-
IF Educational School Program 
(WESP) to include an additional 
number of affected adolescent 
school children. This will provide 
the necessary tool-kit that is vital 
in educating and re-orienting the 
mind-set of our future generation 
of young men and women and 
will put an end to gender-based 
violence in our society”, Dasilva 
Ibru said.

The founder of WARIF added 
that the bank’s vibrant Corporate 
Social Responsibility Department 
will collaborate with the WARIF 
Educational School Program.

Any woman can get cervical 
cancer, but some women are at 
higher risk because of factors 
such as: Having the Human Papil-
lomavirus Virus (HPV), not getting 
screened, smoking, multiple sex 

“One of WARIF’s primary proj-
ects targeted primarily at second-
ary school girls between the ages 
of 13-16 years. 200 schoolgirls 

partners and age. Any woman 
over 30 is more likely to get cervi-
cal cancer.

There are two screening tests 
that can help prevent cervical can-
cer or find it early: A Pap test also 
called is an exam a doctor uses to 
test for cervical cancer in women. It 
also reveals changes in the cervical 
cells that may turn into cancer later.

Why are Nigerian women not 
aware of cervical cancer?

Why? Here are some reasons 
from my work and experiences as 
a Cancer Control.

Cervical cancer does not have 
symptoms at its early stages. Simply 
put, when a woman have cervical 
cancer, she may not know that she 
has it at that early stage of the can-
cer. Because there are no symptoms, 
it is only at late stages III or IV that 
the woman starts experiencing 
bleeding, pains and many others.

In Nigeria, our people do not go 
for medical check-up, except they 
are carried to the hospital.

from a selected school in Surulere 
will participate in the project on 
the prevention of gender-based 
violence and abuse through a 
specifically designed curriculum 
offered to the selected students’, 
parents and teachers at the school”  
she said.

Chioma Afe, Diamond bank’s 
chief spokesperson, stated that 
“the partnership with WARIF is 
an important one, as it is an op-
portunity to re-orientate and edu-
cate women and young students 
on issues around gender-based 
violence.”

She further stated that “Wom-
en’s Wealth and Wellbeing form 

What do you think are the 
challenges Nigerian women are 
facing to have the cervical cancer 
screening done?

Poverty is one of it; so many 
people cannot afford screenings 
at the current economic situation. 
Even the Federal Ministry of Health 
is not well funded in Healthcare 
and cancer control. We need more 
private investment and foundations 
to support cancer control including 
National Screenings.

 For instance, in other countries 
screenings for cervical cancer is 
enshrined in routine care. Here this 
is not the case.

The second is the affordability of 
Vaccines, Human Papilloma Virus 
(HPV) vaccine costs over N16, 000. 
Not every Nigerian family can 
afford this vaccine for their ladies 
and girls.

There is a need for serious ad-
vocacy to add HPV Vaccine to the 
Routine Immunization of Nigeria’s 
National Primary Health Develop-
ment Agency.

However, Immunization Fund-
ing is really low, as you may be 
aware GAVI Alliance is withdraw-
ing funding for Vaccines in Nigeria.

Hence, the Federal, state and 
private sectors need to support 
funding for vaccine. If we continue 
to have a Health budget of meagre 
5%, Nigerians will continue to die 
of preventable diseases like Cervi-

a core part of the bank’s approach 
towards corporate sustainabil-
ity and WARIF’s efforts provide a 
good platform through which to 
empower not only Nigerian wom-
en but the younger generation.” 
This she believes is a step in the 
right direction towards reducing 
the incidences of violence against 
women and girls in Nigeria.

Women At Risk International 
Foundation (WARIF) is a Non-
Governmental Organization in-
corporated in response to the high 
incidence of sexual assault, rape 
and human trafficking occurring 
among young girls and women 
across Nigeria.

cal Cancer.
Let’s not forget that cervical can-

cer, affects the neck of the WOMB, 
whether you are a woman or man, 
we are all the product of the womb. 
Let’s all protect it.

 What are the chances of low-
ering the risk of getting Cervical 
Cancer?

The HPV vac cine prote cts 
against the types of HPV that most 
often cause cervical cancer. It is rec-
ommended for both males and fe-
males. In females, the HPV vaccine 
helps to prevent cervical, ovarian, 
uterine, vaginal and vulvar cancers. 
It also protects against cancer of the 
anus, mouth and throat.

Cervical cancer can be pre-
vented or found early with regular 
screening tests

What can the government do 
to increase awareness in Nigeria?

There is no systematic screen-
ings program in Nigeria. What we 
have is sporadic screenings, where 
non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) organise here and there.

There is a need for the Federal 
Government to mandate that all 
Public Health Centre through the 
State Levels to ensure that once a 
woman comes into any

PHC, she must go for cervical 
cancer screening like Visual Inspec-
tion with Acetic Acid.

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

Every year, January is set aside for cervical cancer awareness. Runcie Chidebe, executive director, Project PINK BLUE, a Health and 
Psychological Trust Centre (HPTC) in Abuja, recently spoke with ANTHONIA OBOKOH on the rising cases of cervical cancer in Nigeria 
and the  need for government to create more awareness and properly fund the health sector to combat the menace.   

SYMPTOMS

The most common symptoms of cervical cancer are:

•bleeding between periods
•bleeding after sexual intercourse
•bleeding in post-menopausal women
•discomfort during sexual intercourse
•smelly vaginal discharge
•vaginal discharge tinged with blood
•pelvic pain
These symptoms can have other causes, including infection. 
Anyone who experiences any of these symptoms should see 
a doctor.

To have an understand-
ing on early detection of 
Cervical Cancer in Nigeria, 
let me give you a brief sta-
tistics.

Do you know that cervical 
cancer kills more than 250, 
000 women globally?

-85% of these deaths occur 
in low- and middle-income 
countries like Nigeria.

Do you know that more 
than half of women diag-
nosed with cervical cancer 
in Nigeria die making it the 
most deadly cancer in Ni-
gerian women?
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Over 250 pregnant women 
in Irewole/Isokan State 
Constituency of Osun 

state have been given delivery 
packs, with a charge on them 
to adhere strictly to medical 
advice during pregnancy and 
after delivery.

 The women drawn from 
the 22 wards that make up 
the c onstituency re c eive d 
the packs during an empow-
erment programme held in 
Ikire. 

 The lawmaker represent-
i n g  I re w o l e / I s o k a n  S t at e 
Constituency, Olasunkanmi 
Akinola, while giving out the 
packs, said the society must do 
more in taking care of women 
because of the critical position 
they occupy in the society.

 Apart from the delivery 

T
he breadth of health-
related socioeconomic 
challenges  fac e d by 
African populations is 
often complicated by a 

recognisable pattern of weakened 
accountability; inequalities and 
chronic underfunding of health 
and social care systems and ab-
sence of coherent administrative 
systems necessary to service qual-
ity excellence and enforceable 
legislation across the region.

 It is for this reason that the 
Nigerian Bar Association Section 
on Business Law (NBA-SBL) has 
formed a strategic partnership with 
BeyHealth Consulting to organise 
the 2018 Healthcare Management 
Conference themed “Medicine, Ac-
countability and Law”.

 The conference amongst other 
things seeks to identify gaps in 
existing laws, policy and pro-
fessional regulation standards; 
examine the role and regulatory 
function of stakeholders in the 
healthcare industry; deliberate on 
the implications of a medico-legal 
framework for maintaining profes-
sional performance standards; and 
ultimately propose a framework 
to support consumer protection, 
enhanced patient safety standards 
and service quality excellence on 
behalf of the general public. Con-
sumer protection is believed to be 
at the heart of the medico-legal 
question in healthcare.

Speaking about the event which 
holds on the 23rd and 24th of Janu-
ary 2018 in Lagos, the conveners 
of the conference, Adetokunbo 
Shitta-Bey, CEO, BeyHealth Con-
sulting/BeyHealth Foundation for 
Health & Social Care and Olumide 
Akpata, Chairman, Nigerian Bar 
Association Section on Business 
Law, disclosed that the confer-

NBA-SBL partners BeyHealth consulting 
for medico - legal conference

Osun lawmaker distributes delivery packs to pregnant women
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packs, Akinola said School for 
The handicapped in Apomu 
would also receive food items 
and educational materials.

 Akinola, who also gave out 
crash helmets for commercial 
motorcyclists and notebooks 
for over 5,000 public secondary 
schools students in his constitu-
ency, said more of such poverty 
alleviation programmes would 
be done.

 The lawmaker then called 
for financial autonomy for state 
assemblies to enable members 
to effectively discharge their 
duties, adding that apart from 
making laws, parliamentar-
ians should also be allowed to 
cater for petty needs of their 
constituents.

 In their goodwill messages, 
the chairman All Progressive 
Congress in Irewole local govern-
ment, Arimiyau Owoade and 

ence would also take a critical look 
at ethical and legal implications of 
aspects of medical practice in the 
context of Nigerian law.

 Akpata said, “Participants will 
examine the gatekeeper respon-
sibility of the individual medical 
practitioner and explore regula-
tory levers necessary to maintain 
accountability, professional per-
formance standards and consumer 
protection throughout the health-
care delivery sector.”

Highlighting the activities at 
this conference, the organisers 
further disclosed that the sessions 
would include a wide range of hot 
topics such as, Medical Law and 
Ethics, Accountability and the Law; 
Negligence & Duty of Care; Health-
care sector regulation, Governance 
and Administration; Licensing, 

the West Senatorial Chairman 
of the party, Amobi Akintola, 
called on the wealthy Nigerians 
to do more in assisting the less 

Indemnity and Accreditation; 
Medical Malpractice & Consumer 
Protection; Good Medical Practice & 
Healthcare Performance Standards; 
Evidence-based clinical practice; 
The Business of Healthcare; Medi-
co-legal Protection – Insurance and 
Professional Indemnity; Provisions 
of the New National Health Bill, 
and so on.

 These sessions will address 
crucial issues of consumer protec-
tion and professional performance 
standards vis-à-vis the rights and 
expectations of patients and citi-
zens.

 It is hoped that the extensive 
debate and discourse that would 
take place at this conference will 
amongst other things; expose mem-
bers of the medical and legal profes-
sions to ethical and legal implica-

privileged in the society. 
“Whatever we can do to pro-

tect and cater for the needs of the 
vulnerable and women in our so-

tions of aspects of medical practice 
in the context of Nigerian law; 
construct an objective critique of 
the existing medico-legal environ-
ment and identify essential require-
ments of a regulatory framework 
capable of improving patient safety; 
thereby, enhancing professional 
performance and safeguarding 
consumer protection on behalf of 
the general public.

 With Consumer protection 
at the heart of the medico-legal 
question in healthcare, there is an 
expectation that the discourse at 
the medico-legal conference will 
address the urgent need for an ac-
countability framework designed 
to ensure service quality excellence 
and regulation of patient safety 
standards at all levels of practice 
throughout the healthcare sector.

ciety, we should all do it. Nigeria 
can only be more secured when 
the wealthy ones assist the less 
privileged”, Amobi concluded.

 The objective of the conference 
as highlighted by the organisers in-
clude, equipping delegates to devel-
op an understanding of the moral 
and ethical principles underpin-
ning the practice of medicine; the 
need to ensure accountability and 
patient safety through professional 
regulation, clinical governance and 
evidence-based practice standards; 
Understand the legislative frame-
work within which medicine is 
practiced in Nigeria and acquire 
a working knowledge of existing 
laws and regulation pertaining 
to patient safety standards and 
healthcare consumer protection. 
There will also be recommenda-
tions and global best-practice stan-
dards for managing medico-legal 
risk, professional negligence and 
medical malpractice throughout 
the healthcare sector.

 Accredited by the Medical and 
Dental Council of Nigeria (MDCN) 
and Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) 
for the Continued Professional 
Development (CPD) of doctors and 
lawyers, the programme is said to 
be relevant to the continuing pro-
fessional development of medical 
doctors (of all specialties) and allied 
healthcare professionals, legal prac-
titioners with an interest in medical 
negligence and professional mal-
practice, stakeholder practitioners 
in the corporate finance and insur-
ance industry, hospital managers 
and healthcare administrators in 
private and public sector medical 
practice, statutory organisations 
with regulatory responsibility for 
the healthcare sector and autho-
rised representatives of citizens 
advocacy groups.

 The two-day event, which 
holds at the Harbour Point, Victoria 
Island, Lagos will include an open-
ing ceremony, plenary sessions, a 
cocktail event and various other 
networking activities.

BOLA BAMIGBOLA, Osogbo

IFEOMA OKEKE
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The Permanent Se cre-
tary, Federal Ministry 
of Youth and Sports De-

velopment, Olusade Adesola 
has poured encomiums on the 
leadership of Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF) led by Amaju 
Melvin Pinnick for its well 
–tailored, comprehensive and 
articulate 2018 FIFA World 
Cup programmes for the Super 
Eagles.

Adesola, who represented 
the Honourable Minister of 
Youth and Sports (Barrister 
Solomon Dalung) at the unveil-
ing of the plan in Lagos, noted: 
“The present administration 
preaches transparency, and this 
is exactly what the NFF has 
done here. They have brought 
everyone on board and laid out 
their plan in good time, even 
asking people to contribute.

“This is commendable. I see 
a lot of excitement among the 
leaders of the football com-
munity here and I am equally 
fascinated by the clear –cut 
nature of the World Cup plan,” 
he said while also assuring that 
the Federal Government is 
working to ensure that the pitch 
of National Stadium, Abuja is 
revamped in good time for the 
Eagles’ pre-World Cup friendly 
against the Democratic Republic 
of Congo on Sunday, 28th May.

Leading members of the Ni-
gerian Football family as well 
as stakeholders also hailed the 
NFF’s well –articulated World 
Cup program, which included 
venues and dates for six pre-

T
he U. J. Esuene Stadium 
in Calabar, Cross River 
State, has for the second 

straight year been leased out 
to Enyimba Football Club of 
Aba, Abia State as the official 
venue for its home matches 
after much controversies be-
tween the state government 
and the Aba based club.

The Chairman of the Cross 
River State Sports Commis-
sion, Otuekong Orok Duke, 
in a joint briefing with top 
Eyimba officials at the stadium 
said, “I want to confirm here 
that we have worked out and 
we have accepted and actually 
written to them confirming 
our readiness and willingness 
to host Enyimba for the year 

ANTHONY NLEBEM

ANTHONY NLEBEM

World Cup: Sports ministry hails NFF’s 
programmes for Super Eagles

Enyimba secures U. J. Esuene Stadium for home games

Tyson Fury 
cleared to 
resume 
boxing…. Assures Federal Government support for Eagles

F
ormer world heavy-
weight champion Ty-
s o n  Fu r y  h a s  b e e n 

cleared to box again after 
the British Boxing Board of 
Control (BBBC) lifted his sus-
pension subject to medical 
clearance.

The BBBC had suspended 
the 29-year-old’s licence in 
2016, citing anti-doping and 
medical issues, and he has not 
fought since defeating Wladi-
mir Klitschko in a world title 
fight in November 2015.

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

World Cup friendly matches, kit 
launch, camping programmes 
and venues, the team base camp, 
sponsors’ event and how the 
team will travel during the 
World Cup finals proper.

Meanwhile, organizers have 
now confirmed to thenff.com 
that the international friendly 
between the Super Eagles and 
Poland on 23rd March will take 
place in the city of Wroclaw, and 
not Warsaw, the capital.

On the five –year partnership 
agreement between the NFF 
and Coca-Cola, which conferred 
on the beverage giant the title 
of ‘Official Soft Drink and Co-
Sponsor of the Nigeria National 
Teams,’ Adesola said the Federal 
Government’s unwavering sup-

port and the NFF’s diligence, 
which ensured 2018 FIFA World 
Cup qualification, has enabled 
the environment for corporate 
organizations to journey back 
to sports sponsorship in droves.

“Indeed, the journey to this 
epoch making event was made 
possible by the qualification 
of the Nigeria Super Eagles for 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup finals 
holding in Russia. The event of 
today would not have been pos-
sible but for the dogged support 
and commitment of His Excel-
lency, President Muhammadu 
Buhari, GCFR to the success of 
the Super Eagles. Like no other 
times, the NFF prosecuted the 
qualifying matches without 
having to go with cap in hand. 

The entire sports community 
expresses sincere gratitude for 
the support by the Federal Gov-
ernment.

“In spite of government’s 
commitment to the development 
of sports and its sponsorship, the 
scarcity of resources as well as 
competing demands by other 
sectors such as education, health, 
internal and external security, 
agriculture, road infrastructure, 
energy and the like have greatly 
constrained Government’s de-
sire to adequately finance sports. 
As a result, and in tandem with 
global best practices, this admin-
istration is championing greater 
private sector participation in all 
sectors of the economy including 
sports.”

2018 Nigeria Professional Foot-
ball League season and all the 
matches there in.

He said the lease was to host 
both the Nigeria Professional 
Football League and the CAF 
Championship matches.

Commenting on the agree-

ment, Felix Anyasi Agwu, 
Chairman Eyimba FC said: 
“Coming to Calabar is our 
second missionary journey 
and Calabar is our home and 
I am glad Enyimba is referred 
here as Enyimba of Calabar. 
We have played matches here 

and we always succeeded so 
Calabar is a beautiful place 
that has welcomed us. We 
feel much at home and the 
bond between Cross River 
state and us cannot be sepa-
rated, he stated.”

“I was a little bit disturbed 
when I saw certain kind of 
story coming out insinuating 
that there were issues about 
Enyimba FC not being accept-
ed in Calabar that was very 
strange. Same day the stories 
came out we trained here in 
the pitch and we used the main 
bowl,” he added.

He said work was still ongo-
ing on the Aba Stadium.

He thanked Cross River 
State for their support, and 
also appreciated the Abia State 
governor, Okezie Ikpeazu for 
his support to the club. 

Tyson Fury’s boxing li-
cence will be reinstated if the 
former world heavyweight 
champion passes his medical.

Fury was able to apply for 
clearance to resume fight-
ing after accepting a back-
dated two-year suspension 
issued by UK Anti-Doping last 
month in the wake of testing 
positive for nandrolone.

The British Boxing Board 
met Fury and decided that 
should he pass the necessary 
health che cks, he will  b e 
allowed to box again. “Fol-
lowing interview with Tyson 
Fury at the BBBC offices, the 
susp ension of his b oxer’s 
licence will be lifted subject 
to receipt and clearance of 
all medical requirements,” a 
statement read.

The decision edges Fury 
close to a mouth-watering 
domestic showdown with the 
reigning IBF and WBA world 
champion, Anthony Joshua.

Joshua is open to a fight 
between the British rivals – 
both of whom have defeated 
Wladimir Klitschko – later 
this year but has demanded 
he first prove himself in a 
comeback fight.



Without football I don’t know if 
I can survive- Francisca Ordega
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H
ow did you come to 
love football?
I was lucky to be 
among the people 
that they picked 

to go and be the ball girl for 
the national U-19 team hosted 
by the Governor in my state. 
When I got there, I saw them 
wearing our national colours: 
Green, White, and Green, and I 
saw them running around like 
men, doing what men do. When I 
saw that, I thought to myself “oh 
I think I like this!” because a lot 
of people were there watching 
them and clapping and cheering 
them on. I also thought “wow 
it feels amazing you know, a 
woman doing the same thing, 
having my surname on the back 
of a shirt” I was really moved 
by the way people were almost 
worshipping them, and the way 
the whole thing was going. They 
feed them, they take good care of 

Abdulrahman Moham-
med, coach of D’Tigers,  
is confident of his team’s 

ability to excel at the upcoming 
Commonwealth Games in Aus-
tralia in April.

 The D’Tigers finished fourth 
after losing 75-78 to England at 
the Melbourne Games in Austra-
lia in 2006 when basketball was 
first introduced.

Australia and New Zealand 
won the gold and silver medals at 
the Games, which has since then 
been the sport’s only appearance 
at the Olympics.

“We are currently ranked 
number one in Africa, and we 
have to strive hard to maintain 

KEMI ADETUTU

them, and everything was really 
just amazing. As a result of this, 
I got interested in football, and 
started working hard to become 
a professional footballer.

Were your parents support-
ive of your dreams to be a pro-

that when the competition be-
gins in April.

“With the caliber of players 
in camp and the determina-
tion to prove their worth, I am 
confident that we will surprise 
many and surpass our previous 
position in 2006 of fourth,’’ the 
coach assured.

 He however acknowledged 
that the team would still need 
some test games to assess their 
level of preparedness.

“Quite alright we still need a 
friendly tour where we will play 
against the very best teams in the 
world so as to sharpen our team.

“But we have the belief that 
the team will do well,’’ Moham-
med added.

Participating teams were 
invited by the Commonwealth 

They say there is not much 
gratitude in football — 
but even still it is startling 

that two thirds of Real Madrid 
fans want rid of the club’s 
all-time leading goal scorer, 
according to an online poll con-
ducted by Spanish paper AS.

Since moving to Madrid in 
2009, Ronaldo has scored 422 
goals in 418 games, helped 
the team to 15 major trophies 
including three of the last 
four Champions Leagues, and 
brought glamour to the Berna-
beu with a host of individual 
prizes including four of the five 
Ballon d’Or awards he has won 
in his career.

fessional footballer?
My mother was very much 

against me playing football be-
cause she doesn’t like sports, but 
my father was always there for 
me, and sometimes he would be 
the one to buy me football boots, 
and my mum did not like that. She 

Games Federation (CGF) in con-
junction with FIBA based on 
their ranking on FIBA World 
Ranking.

Nigeria`s men team are par-
ticipating in the competition 
based on their position as the 
top-ranked team coming from 
Africa/Commonwealth Nations.

Nigeria has been grouped 
alongside Australia, New Zea-
land and Canada in Pool A at the 
Gold Coast Games.

They will face New Zealand 
on April 6 in their first game, 
Canada on April 7 and Australia 
on April 9.

The basketball event at the 
2018 Commonwealth Games 
will feature 16 teams, with 
eight male and eight female 
respectively.

However with the 32-year-
old reportedly demanding 
his wages are doubled [more 
or less] to around €50m a 
year, and sources confirming 
to ESPN FC that he wants 
to move in the summer, 67 
percent of 125,000 respon-
dents answered “No” when AS 
asked “Do you want Ronaldo 
to stay?” before the poll was 
closed.

Whether you blame the 
Bernabeu faithful’s infamous 
hard-to-please attitude, or the 
player’s apparent stubborn-
ness in always asking for more, 
it is difficult now to see this 
relationship ending amicably.

wanted me to go to school instead.

How do you feel deep down 
about football?

I eat football, I dream football, 
I sleep football, and I do every-
thing with football! Without 
football I don’t know whether I 
can survive, so for now, I really 
love football. It is my life.

When did your dreams of 
playing professional football for 
the first time start coming to pass?

In 2012, I got to play in the 
women’s U-20 championship 
in Japan, and that is where my 
dreams started coming to pass. 
I was actually injured, I had an 
ankle injury, but I managed to sol-
dier on and finish the tournament. 

When did you sign you first 
contract?

It was at this tournament I 
met an agent who asked me if 
I wanted to go to Russia to play 
football, and I said sure, fine, 

okay I’m in. When I got to Rus-
sia, everything was not so great 
initially. My injury, the cold, 
missing my family and friend 
because I was still young. The 
language too was hard to under-
stand, I couldn’t do it, and so I ran 
back to Nigeria fast.

You now play for a very big 
club, Atlético de Madrid. Tell us 
about this.

In 2017, I was approached and 
signed by Atlético de Madrid Fe-
menino, and it was a no brainer. 
For me, it is an honour, I am very 
happy to be here, Atlético de 
Madrid is a great club, interna-
tionally recognized, and I really 
cannot wait to start. 

How would you define your-
self as a footballer?

Francisca Ordega is a strong 
player physically, very athletic 
and very fast. I will do all I can to 
make the fans feel proud of me.

Since making her loan move from Washington Spirit of the National Women’s Soccer League (NWSL) in the United States 

‘D’Tigers will surpass all expectations 
at Commonwealth Games’

Real Madrid fans vote for 
Ronaldo to leave the club

MERCY ENOCH, Asaba
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Week
Quotes of the

“Tell them Ekiti is a no-go area. 
My state is a no-go area. Those who 
want to make Ekiti ungovernable are 
wasting their time. Don’t kill anybody 
but defend your towns. Keep vigil on 
Ekiti. Don’t sleep again. Arise and 
fight for our people. How can the 
life of a cow be worth more than 
the life of men? My hunters! Go and 
represent me well. If you have juju, 
use it. Make them (herdsmen) sleep 
off. Anything you have, use it. Make 
sure your people are not killed.” - Ekiti 
State governor, Ayodele Fayose, ad-
dressing hunters from the 16 local 
government areas of the state during 
an emergency security summit on 
Thursday.

“We wish to draw the attention of 
the national and international com-
munities to the fact that Benue state 
has come under a deliberate, well 
planned and well funded siege. What 
started in Guma and Logo is a clear 
statement of the evil and devastating 
plan against the state. Our invaders 
do not care which political party we 
belong to, they don’t care where we 
worship. They do not care about our 
age and gender. All they care is to 
annihilate us, to obliterate us from 
Benue Valley so that their cattle can 
graze and drink freely from rivers 
in the state. History beckons and 
we must rise to the challenge which 
our forefathers confronted and sur-
mounted.” – Benue State governor, 
Samuel Ortom, during the mass 
burial of those recently killed by 
Fulani herdsmen in Logo and Guma 
LGAs of the state, on Thursday.

“We need to see Mr. President’s 
visit to comfort us. Yes, he has sent 
his Minister of Interior, the DIG of 
Police but I feel Mr. President has to 
come himself to justify that Benue 
people voted for him. There is dif-
ference between going yourself and 
sending somebody. The picture will 
not be the same. Even if he comes and 
spend 10 minutes, we will feel better. 
When he comes himself, his whole 
being will be here and the impact on 
the people will be greater than send-
ing representatives.” – Tor Tiv, Prof. 
James Ayatse, addressing newsmen 
in Gboko.

A
f r i c a ’ s  p o l i c y m a k e r s 
understand that strong 
economic and political 
leadership is essential to 
g ro w t h  a n d  s t ab i l i t y. 

For years, African economies have 
fared better than expected, owing to a 
commitment to improving governance. 
The question now is how to sustain the 
momentum.

Current strategies do not provide an 
adequate answer. Although leaders at 
a recent African Economic Conference 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, committed 
to keeping governance reforms at the 
top of Africa’s agenda, they offered no 
blueprint. From my perspective, this 
void presents an opportunity to consider 
new governance paradigms, including 
those that borrow from two commonly 
discussed models: the “Washington 
Consensus” and the “Beijing Model.”

Development practitioners have 
long debated which model offers the 
best framework for reform. Put simply, 
“governance” refers to a dynamic 
framework of rules, structures, and 
processes that help a government manage 
its economic, political, and administrative 
affairs.

But which principles a government 
focuses on varies by approach. The 
model championed by the West places 
a premium on human rights and 
democracy, while the one advocated by 
China is more concerned with political 

Along the same lines, the second set of 
reforms pertains to prioritizing economic 
rights over political rights. For example, 
politicians who manage an economy 
well should not be subject to term 
limits. Neither Singapore nor China is a 
democracy; but leaders in both countries 
have used their political power to improve 
living standards. Forcing leaders to step 
down in the middle of economic reforms 
seems counterproductive.

These are not far-fetched ideas. Today, 
leaders in Rwanda, which is widely 
considered an African success story, have 
improved stability by moving away from 
the Washington Consensus approach to 
governance.

Politically,  Rwanda is  strong, 
disciplined, and organized, but it is 
not liberal. The landslide reelection of 
President Paul Kagame last year had 
more to do with power than democracy. 
Although Kagame remains popular, his 
government was criticized for stifling free 
speech and human rights in the run-up 
to the vote. The conclusion I draw is not 
that human rights don’t matter, but that 
political discipline and imperfect forms of 
democracy are acceptable if the tradeoff 
is sustained progress in economic and 
institutional governance.

We should be intellectually honest and 
call a spade a spade. Rwandans should 
not be ashamed to value economic and 
administrative strength more than fair 
elections. The question for other African 
states seeking to reform their governance 
models, then, is how much of Rwanda’s 
approach to emulate.

Neither the Washington Consensus 
nor the Beijing Model has all the answers. 
But, as Rwanda has demonstrated, if 
discipline and strong leadership are 
improving lives and delivering public 
goods, perhaps liberal democracy should 
be a long-term priority.
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stability and economic growth.
Since the election of President 

Donald Trump, the United States, which 
remains one of Africa’s top donors, has 
focused more on the principles China 
favors – like political stability, trade, and 
counterterrorism – than on human rights. 
The rationale is that the Beijing Model is 
better for Africa in the short and medium 
term. And, while it might not be popular 
to admit, Trump has a point.

Simply put, food, shelter, health, and 
good sanitation are more relevant for 
most Africans than the right to vote. 
Moreover, only a moderately wealthy 
population, with a healthy middle class, 
can adequately demand the rights that 
democracy provides. Paradoxically, the 
fastest way to build a strong middle class 
in Africa would be to move toward the 
hierarchy of principles that China’s model 
promotes.

For Africa to reorient its governance 
approach,  and embrac e a  p ost-
Washington Consensus, its leaders 
must commit to improving institutional 
effectiveness and economic management.

The first set of reforms would involve 
establishing clear lines of sovereignty 
with international partners. Africa’s 
relationship with Western donors, 
for example, has historically placed 
individual rights over national rights. 
But in my view, individual rights should 
not supersede sovereign ones. Punishing 
entire countries for laws that affect a 
minority is counterproductive.

An example of such collective 
punishment occurred in Uganda in 
2014, when the World Bank froze 
some $90 million in loans following the 
government’s enactment of legislation 
criminalizing homosexuality. As a 
Ugandan government spokesman said at 
the time, the bank “should not blackmail 
its members” to adopt Western values. 
Yet, when governance models are judged 
solely through the lens of the Washington 
Consensus, there is very little alternative.

Liberal democracy in Africa can wait


