
	  

	  

 
	  

	  

 

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
 
The Darrell Tree CV 
Prize is open to all 
school and home-
schooled students in 
Years 8 & 9 across 
Australia. Entries can 
only be submitted by 
individual students (not 
pairs or groups). 
 

 
 

	  

2015 PRIZE TOPIC 
 
CONTEXT: 
 
History is the story of our past. Australian men and women have 
contributed to our history through their acts of bravery. There have 
been just over 4000 Bravery awards awarded since the Australian 
honours and awards system was introduced 40 years ago.  Those 
awards have been granted to ordinary Australians who have done 
extraordinary things. These Australians are an important part of our 
history and the Australian way of life. 
 
QUESTION: 
 
With reference to at least two to three actual recipients, how 
significant have the contributions of these ordinary Australians been 
to the Australian way of life? 
 
Students are required to respond to the topic question in an essay 
format or via an audio visual presentation. 
 
PRIZE (Sponsored by Aspen Medical)  
 
1st Prize: $1000 educational scholarship plus Australian Bravery Coin 
2nd Prize: $500 educational scholarship plus Australian Bravery Coin 
3rd Prize: $250 educational scholarship plus Australian Bravery Coin 
 
Prizewinners also receive a plaque and Australian Bravery Coin 
(valued at $120). 
 
Highly Commended Certificates will be awarded to outstanding 
entries. 
 
All participants will also receive Certificates of Participation.	  
 
CLOSING DATE:  6 November 2015 
 

	  

COMPETITION INFORMATION SHEET 
 

Dear Teachers & Students,  
 

This information sheet contains details about the competition for students in Years 8 & 9. 
Students must attach both the cover sheet and declaration to their entry. 

 
Thank you for your support for The Darrell Tree CV Prize.	  



	  

	  

 
	  

	  

	  

 
 

 
2015 is the 40th Anniversary 
of the Australian honours 
and awards system. 
 
Since 1975 the following 
number of Bravery awards 
have been made: 
 
• Cross of Valour – 5 
• Star of Courage – 145 
• Bravery Medal – 1193 
• Commendation for Brave 

Conduct – 1904 
• Group Bravery Citation – 

151 awards involving 880 
individuals 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
DARRELL TREE CV 
 
Darrell Tree CV is the first of only five Australians who have received 
Australia’s highest bravery decoration, the Cross of Valour (the 
‘civilian’ equivalent to the Victoria Cross). 
 
On 14 August 1988 Darrell, accompanied by his nephew, went to 
assist a crane-operator in removing wooden telephone poles along the 
edge of the road running beside his property near Talia, South 
Australia. The driver had his 3 year old son on the crane with him. 
When Darrell went to put a chain around a pole he saw sparks jumping 
from the crane's tyres and that the jib of the crane was in contact with 
the powerline. Both the driver and his son were electrocuted and 
unconscious. 
 
Darrell, fully aware of the dangers he faced, was electrocuted twice 
whilst knocking both parties clear of the sparking electricity. On each 
occasion he was rendered unconscious himself. When he regained 
consciousness on the second occasion he found that neither the driver 
nor his son was breathing and conducted cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation. Whilst unable to revive the driver, he successfully 
revived the boy, comforted him and drove him to meet the ambulance. 
 
Darrell received severe injuries including the loss of a toe on his left 
foot and burns to his back. 
 
AUSTRALIAN BRAVERY DECORATIONS 
 
The Australian Bravery Decorations date from the establishment of the 
Australian honours system in February 1975. The decorations 
recognise acts of bravery by people whose selfless actions amaze and 
inspire us, those who put themselves in jeopardy to protect the lives or 
property of others.  
 

 
 

There are four levels of awards for individuals, as well as an award to 
recognise the bravery of a group of people involved in a single 
incident. The awards, commencing with the highest, are:  
 

• Cross of Valour (CV) - awarded for acts of the most 
conspicuous courage in circumstances of extreme peril  

• Star of Courage (SC) - awarded for acts of conspicuous 
courage in circumstances of great peril  

• Bravery Medal (BM) - awarded for acts of bravery in 
hazardous circumstances  

• Commendation for Brave Conduct - conferred for other acts 
of bravery which are considered worthy of recognition  

 
The group award is known as the Group Bravery Citation.  
 
Note: The Australian Bravery Decorations differ from the Australian 
Gallantry Decorations which are military honours awarded for acts of 
bravery in wartime. 
 



	  

	  

NOTE TO TEACHERS 
 
Teachers are encouraged to 
use this competition as part of 
their current curriculum, as an 
extension task or History club 
project.  
 
Using the enclosed judging 
guidelines schools should select 
their best three entries and 
forward them for judging. 
 
Teachers should indicate on 
their students’ competition cover 
sheets how many students 
prepared entries to enable 
Certificates of Participation to 
be sent to your school. 

 
	  

	  
	  

ENTRY FORMAT 
 

Entries may be submitted in either of the two following formats. 
 
ESSAY: 800-1000 words, not including supplementary information 
such as references, bibliography and appendices. 
 
AUDIO VISUAL PRESENTATION: 6-10 minutes (video or digital 
presentation) accompanied by a written explanation of up to 400 
words which will enable the presentation to stand on its own 
merits and be compared fairly with an essay. This statement 
should address the following questions: 
 
• How was the research conducted? 
• How is the research related to the format/presentation chosen? 
• Why was this format chosen? 
• What are your conclusions on the specific topic? 
 

AUTHENTICITY OF WORK 
 
All entries submitted must be the student’s original work and must 
not have been submitted in any other competition in previous years 
(see eligibility). 
 

REFERENCING 
 
Any part of the entrant’s work that has been taken from another source 
must be referred to in a consistent and accurate format. Teachers and 
students may refer to The National History Challenge website for a 
guide to referencing at: http://www.historychallenge.org.au/ . 
 
PUBLICATION OF WINNING ENTRIES 
 
Winning entrants will be notified by 5 December 2015. Winning 
entries will be published on the Australian Bravery Association 
website at: http://www.forbravery.org.au . 
 

SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES 
 
Entrants must attach a completed coversheet and the signed 
declaration with their entry. Audio visual presentations should be 
submitted on a USB together with supporting documents.  
 
All entries must be submitted to the following address. 
 
The Competition Manager 
The Darrell Tree CV Prize 
Australian Bravery Association  
PO Box 5202   
Kenmore East  QLD  4069 
 
Email: thedarrelltreecvprize@forbravery.org.au 
  
 
The Competition Manager must receive all entries by 6 November 
2015. No late entries will be accepted. 

	  



ESSAY JUDGING GUIDELINES 
The Darrell Tree CV Prize 
 
In	  800-‐1000	  words,	  not	  including	  supplementary	  information	  such	  as	  references,	  
bibliography	  and	  appendices,	  students	  write	  an	  essay	  in	  response	  to	  the	  topic	  
which	  meets	  the	  following	  criteria:	  
 

ESSAY JUDGING GUIDELINES 

Criteria Mark Range 

• Addresses the question asked with a sustained argument which 
demonstrates clear historical understanding, with appropriate detail and 
accuracy  

• Supports the argument with effective use and/or analysis of sources AND 
historical evidence  

• Uses good written expression to present a logical, coherent and well-
structured discussion within the word count  

• Uses a consistent approach to introduce and acknowledge source material 

17 – 20  
 

• Addresses the question asked with an argument which demonstrates sound 
understanding, with reasonable detail and accuracy  

• Supports the argument with some use of sources AND relevant historical 
evidence  

• Uses generally good written expression to present a logical and mostly 
well-structured discussion within the word count  

• Uses a consistent approach to introduce and acknowledge source material 

13 – 16  
 

• Responds to the question with historical knowledge that is generally 
relevant and accurate but may be limited in detail  

• Limited support for an argument, with some use of sources AND/OR 
relevant historical evidence  

• May display some flaws in written expression and/or structure  
• Acknowledges source material 

9 – 12  

• Largely relevant information presented but lacking in detail or accuracy  
• Largely descriptive, with limited reference to sources AND/OR historical 

evidence  
• Significant flaws in written expression and structure  
• Some attempt to acknowledge source material 

5 – 8  

• Some relevant information but lacking in detail and accuracy  
• Descriptive or generalised, with little or no reference to sources  
• Significant flaws in written expression and/or very brief  
• Little or no attempt to acknowledge source material 

0 – 4  

 
JUDGING PROCESS 
 
1. School students are required to submit their entries (including cover sheets and declarations) to 

the Competition Manager by the closing date. 
 
2. After the closing date, the Competition Judging Panel will select the 3 winners and award Highly 

Commended certificates to the outstanding entries. 
 

	  



AUDIO VISUAL JUDGING GUIDELINES 
The Darrell Tree CV Prize 
 
In an audio-visual presentation of 6-10 minutes accompanied by a written 
explanation of up to 400 words, students prepare either a video or digital 
presentation in response to the topic which meets the following criteria:	  
 

AUDIO VISUAL JUDGING GUIDELINES 

Criteria Mark Range 

• Addresses the question asked with an interpretation which demonstrates 
clear historical understanding, with appropriate detail and accuracy  

• Supports the interpretation with effective use and/or analysis of sources 
AND relevant historical evidence  

• The presentation is an original production that combines creativity and 
superior technical proficiency with clear communication within the time limit 

• Uses a consistent approach to introduce and acknowledge source material 

17 – 20  
 

• Addresses the question asked with an interpretation which demonstrates 
sound understanding, with reasonable detail and accuracy  

• Supports the interpretation with some use of sources AND other relevant 
historical evidence  

• The presentation is an original production that displays some creativity, 
technical proficiency and generally clear communication within the time limit  

• Uses a consistent approach to introduce and acknowledge source material 

13 – 16  
 

• Presents historical information that is generally relevant and accurate but 
may be limited in detail 

• Limited support for an interpretation, with some use of sources AND/OR 
relevant historical evidence  

• Generally technically proficient but may lack originality, creativity or 
consistently clear communication and/or be well outside the time limit 

• Acknowledges source material 

9 – 12  

• Largely relevant information presented but lacking in detail or accuracy  
• Little support for an interpretation, with limited reference to sources 

AND/OR historical evidence  
• Some technical flaws, limited in creativity and lacking clarity  
• Some attempt to acknowledge source material 

5 – 8  

• Some relevant information but lacking in detail and accuracy  
• Descriptive or generalised, with little or no reference to sources  
• Significant technical flaws, little creativity and poor communication  
• Little or no attempt to acknowledge source material 

0 – 4  

 
JUDGING PROCESS 
 
1. School students are required to submit their entries (including cover sheets and declarations) to 

the Competition Manager by the closing date. 
 
2. After the closing date, the Competition Judging Panel will select the 3 winners and award Highly 

Commended certificates to the outstanding entries. 
 

	  



	  

COVER SHEET 
 

PLEASE ATTACH TO EACH ENTRY SUBMITTED TO THE COMPETITION MANAGER. 
(PLEASE PRINT) 

	  

 Student’s given names  

   

 Student’s surname  

   

 Date of birth  

 D  D / M  M / Y  Y  Y  Y   

   

 Male    Female     Year 8    Year 9    

   
 Home address  

   

 Suburb  State Postcode  

             

 Home telephone Home email  

     

 School  Contact teacher name  

     

     
 Number of students at this school who prepared entries   

Number of Certificates 
of Participation to be 
sent to schools. 

 

 School postal address  

   

 School contact telephone School contact email  

      

      

	  

	  
	  



	  

	  

 
	  

	  
	  

	  

DECLARATION 
 
1. I/we declare that I am/we are the guardians/parents of the creator of 

this entry as named above (from now on referred to as the entrant) 
and shall ensure that the entrant, so far as possible, understands the 
statements and obligations in the following declaration. I/we make the 
following declaration on behalf of the entrant in relation to his/her 
entry.  

 
2. I/we accept that entry into the competition is subject to the terms of 

this declaration and is submitted according to the rules of The Darrell 
Tree CV Prize. I/we accept that the judges’ decision is final and that 
no correspondence or reconsideration will be entered into.  

 
3. I/we accept that the name and/or photo of the entrant may appear in 

printed or electronic form and may be available to a global audience 
on the World Wide Web. I/we accept that winning entries become the 
property of the Australian Bravery Association and may be published 
in whole or part in print and/or electronically.  

 
4. I/we declare that this entry is the original work of the entrant and has 

not been submitted in any other competition in previous years.  
 
5. I/we understand that no entries will be returned to the entrant.  

 
   
 Entrant’s name (please print)  

   

 Signed (Entrant) Date  

     

 Teacher’s name (please print)  

   

 Signed (Teacher) Date  

     

 Parent / Guardian name (please print)  

   

 Signed (Parent / Guardian)  Date  

     

      
 
 
Privacy Statement 
 
Personal information collected from entrants is solely for the purpose of 
determining the authenticity of entries and for publication of the 
competitions winners and the winning entries. 
 
 

	  



	  

	  

 
	  

	   	  

KEY DATES 
 
The Competition Manager must receive all entries by 6 November 
2015. No late entries will be accepted. 
 

Entries close: 6 November 2015 

Entrants notified of results: 5 December 2015 

Winners announced and published: 12 December 2015 

 

RESOURCES & LINKS 
The following are some useful resources and links. 

v It’s an Honour Website 

https://www.itsanhonour.gov.au/honours/awards/medals/bravery.cfm 

v The Australian Honours and Awards Secretariat 

http://www.gg.gov.au/australian-honours-and-awards-secretariat-0 

v Australian Bravery Association Website 

http://www.forbravery.org.au 

v Brave (Ordinary Australians and their Extraordinary Acts of 
Courage) by Mark Whittaker 

http://www.forbravery.org.au/brave-extraordinary-acts-of/ 

v The Cost of Bravery by Allan Sparkes CV 

https://www.penguin.com.au/contributors/7113/allan-sparkes 

v Australians Awarded – A Comprehensive Reference for Military 
and Civilian Awards, Decorations and Medals to Australians Since 
1772 by Clive Johnson OAM 

http://www.australiansawarded.com.au 

v Australian Bravery Coin (Royal Australian Mint) 

https://eshop.ramint.gov.au/2015-5-Australian-Bravery-Coin/510746.aspx 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
See the competition website or contact the Competition Manager: 
 
Andrew Kendall 
 
Address:  
PO Box 5202   
Kenmore East  QLD  4069 
Telephone: 0412 449 459   
Email: thedarrelltreecvprize@forbravery.org.au 
Website: https://www.forbravery.org.au/thedarrelltreecvprize/ 
 

	  




