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Rumble in the Senate

I
t was a rowdy session in the Sen-
ate last week as tempers flared 
and allegations and counter-
allegations were freely traded. 
The cause of the rumpus were 

the twin allegations by an online 
media platform that Dino Melaye, 
senator representing Kogi West, 
did not graduate from Ahmadu 
Bello University (ABU), Zaria as he 
claimed, and that the Senate was on 
a vendetta mission against Hameed 
Ali, Comptroller General (CG) of Nige-
rian Customs Service (NCS), over the 
seizure of a bullet-proof Range Rover 
Jeep belonging to Senate President 
Bukola Saraki. 

It was Ali Ndume, senator repre-
senting Borno South, who brought 
up the matter in a point of order.

Ndume, who until his removal as 
Senate Majority Leader last month 
was a close ally to Saraki and in-
strumental to the emergence of the 
8th Senate’s leadership, drew the 
senators attention to a publication 
alleging that Saraki sanctioned the 
invitation of Hameed Ali to appear 
in uniform to throw light on the 
controversial import duty payment 
on old vehicles because the NCS im-
pounded his (Saraki’s) jeep on Ali’s 
orders. He said that the scandals 
were insulting and embarrassing to 
the Senate, and requested that the 
duo of Saraki and Melaye be investi-
gated by the Ethics Committee over 
the allegations.

“During the 4th Assembly, Salisu 
Buhari was accused of certificate 
forgery; he was investigated and 
determined. In the 5th Assembly, 
Bello Masari was accused of certifi-
cate forgery; it was investigated and 
was cleared. In the 6th Assembly, 
Dimeji Bankole was accused of not 
having NYSC certificate; it was in-
vestigated and he had to show his 
NYSC certificate,” Ndume reminded 
his colleagues.

The media report had alleged that 
Saraki had his SUV confiscated by 

officials of the NCS in January 2017 
because he had forged the duty 
payment document and end-user 
certificate required for importing 
the vehicle.

Enraged as expected, Melaye then 
took Ndume to the cleaners, calling 
the Borno senator “Boko Haram sus-
pect”, and insisted that he not only 
graduated from ABU but also has 
a degree from Harvard University, 
contrary to the media report.

“I am here to respond to the issue 
raised by the Boko Haram suspect 
and senator of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, Senator Ali Ndume.

“Democracy is about investigation 
and no senator is above investiga-
tion. To me, it is a welcome develop-
ment and it will finally clear the air 
on all the malicious and vindictive 
allegations.

“To say that I did not graduate 
from ABU is to say that I am not a 
senator of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria. ABU is a very prestigious 
university in this country and it is 
not possible for one to be running a 
master’s programme in the univer-
sity when one did not graduate from 
a university. I have successfully 
completed one and I am doing the 
second one.

“I want to announce that this is 
the eighth degree that I am pursuing. 
I am also a graduate of University of 
Abuja, where I did Masters in Policy 
Analysis. I am a graduate of London 
School of Economics and Political 
Science. I am also a graduate of Har-
vard University. The course I am 
pursuing now will make it my eighth 
degree,” Melaye said.

Deputy Senate President Ike 
Ekweremadu, who presided over 
the Senate in the absence of Saraki, 
subsequently referred the matter 
to the Ethics Committee and asked 
it to report its findings to the Senate 
within four weeks.

Although Saraki is yet to person-
ally respond to the allegation, Yu-
suph Olaniyonu, his special adviser 
on Media and Publicity, has, how-
ever, denied that his principal had 

ten my writ of summons and they 
said status quo ante should remain; 
which means nothing should be 
done until the court makes a pro-
nouncement,” the Customs boss told 
reporters in the State House.

“A private individual sued all of 
us; he wants an interpretation of the 
section that is in contention. I don’t 
want to talk so that I am not held in 
contempt of court,” he said.

Abubakar Malami, Attorney Gen-
eral of the Federation and Minister 
of Justice, stated in a letter he wrote 
to the Senate and read by the clerk 
that Ali would not appear before 
the Senate and in uniform because a 
party had gone to court to challenge 
the process.

He then asked the lawmakers to 
hands off the case since they were 
already in court to challenge it and 
raised the issue of whether the Sen-
ate has the powers to oversight the 
Customs CG or compel him to wear 
uniforms.

The Senate responded by saying 
that no court of law can stop it from 
carrying out its responsibilities in 
line with the constitution and the 
Senate Standing Orders 2015, as 
amended.

But the battle-line appears drawn 
between the senior lawmakers and 
the presidency, with the Senate 
demanding Hameed Ali’s resigna-
tion, insisting that he is unfit for the 
position.

The Senate concluded that Ali’s 
refusal to show up based on the let-
ter the Clerk of the Senate received 
from the Office of the Attorney-
General of the Federation directing 
the lawmakers to leave Ali alone 
amounted to interference in its du-
ties.

“How can the Attorney-General 
that we screened in the House tell 
us how to carry out our duty? This is 
the first time in the history of black 
Africa that the Attorney-General is 
telling the Senate what to do,” said 
Dino Melaye. 

For now, every party to the matter 
seems to be holding its fire.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
a hand in the vehicle importation.

Olaniyonu said in a statement 
that the allegations on which Ali 
Ndume based his point of order 
that Saraki imported bullet-proof 
vehicles with fake papers were false.

“A supplier was engaged by the 
Senate to supply a vehicle. While 
transferring the vehicle between La-
gos and Abuja, it was impounded by 
the Customs. We believe that is an 
issue between the supplier and the 
Customs because the Senate has not 
taken delivery. So, why is somebody 
trying to drag in the name of Saraki 
into the issue?” Olaniyonu queried.  

“The documents on the vehicle are 
there for the general public to view 
and make their conclusions. Now 
that the matter has been referred to 
the Committee on Ethics, Privileges 
and Public Petitions, all the facts will 
be out,” he said.

At the moment, sections of the 
Nigerian public are of the view 
that the row between the Senate 
and Hameed Ali was instigated 
by the seizure of the imported 
bullet-proof car by the NCS, while 
some sections believe that the 
presidency was behind the travail 
of both Saraki and Melaye for re-
jecting Ibrahim Magu as substan-
tive chairman of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes (EFCC) and 
for insisting that the Customs boss 
must appear in uniform.

The development has further di-
vided the Senate, with many calling 
for the sanction of Ali Ndume for 
“taking sides with the Presidency 
against Senate’s decision”. Ndume 
had also protested the rejection of 
Magu as EFCC chair.

But a day before he was expected 
to appear before the Senate, Hameed 
Ali addressed a press conference 
where he said he would not be ap-
pearing as summoned to clarify 
issues bordering on Customs opera-
tions across the country, especially 
on the recent policy regarding ve-
hicle paper.

“The case is in court already. 
Somebody has sued us. I have got-

Bukola Saraki Ali Ndume Dino Melaye
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Patrick Utomi, founder, Centre for Values in Leadership (CVL), (l) receiving an award from Femi 
Oyewole, chairman, Quantum, during the 10th Quantum Awards in Lagos.

Jones Afolabi, executive director, News Agency of Nigerian, (NAN), (r) welcoming Brian Travis, managing 
director, Arrow Capital Ltd  (L) and Abdulganiyu Ambali, vice chancellor, University of Ilorin, during a visits 
of the vice chancellor University of Ilorin to NAN Headquarters in Abuja 

Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, Rivers State Governor, (l), and Ledum Mitee, Former President of the Movement for the Survival 
of Ogoni People, admiring the lake of Port Harcourt Pleasure Park.

Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo in a  
handshake with Bode 
Ayorinde, chairman 
 Tactical Committee 
on Economic  Reces-
sion  during  House of  
Representatives Tactical 
Committee on Economic  
Recession  Interactive 
Session  with the Vice 
President at the Presi-
dential Villa in Abuja

Nuhu Gidado, deputy 
governor of Bauchi 
State, (l),  Welcom-
ing  Mohammed 
Halilu, national 
secretary, Jama Atul 
Nasril Islam (JNI), , 
during the visit of Dr 
Halilu to Government 
House in Bauchi.

Babatunde 
Fashola, Minister 
of Power, Works 

and Housing, 
(2nd l), Gov 

Abiola Ajimobi of 
Oyo State (3rd l) 
and others other 
Top Government 

officials, during 
the visit of the 

Minister  to 
Ibadan.

L-R: Boboye Oyey-
emi, Federal Roads 
Safety Commission 
(FRSC) Corps Mar-
shal; Bisi Kazeem, 

FRSC Head of Media 
and Strategy, and 

Salimon Oladiti,  
National Chairman 
Petroleum Tanker 
Drivers Branch of 

NUPENG, during a 
meeting of the As-

sociation with FRSC 
in Enugu.

L-R: Shehu Ibrahim, assistant superintendent of Customs, Eastern Marine Command; James Oladapo, flag officer, Eastern Naval 
Command, Real Admiral and Peter Onaji, fleet commander Eastern Naval Command, during a News  Conference on the 2017 
Obangame Express at Onne Jetty, Eleme LGA, Rivers State 



Cover

Taxpayers’ billions lie waste in 
abandoned national monuments

I
t has often been said, and with 
good reasons, that maintenance 
culture is not one of Nigeria’s 
virtues. This is a country where a 
government spends huge amount 

of public funds to do projects, rolls out 
the drums to commission these proj-
ects, puts them to use for a while, then 
abandons them for whatever reasons 
and moves on pretending that these 
structures never existed.

The entire Nigerian landscape is 
today littered with such abandoned 
Federal Government properties run-
ning into billions of naira. Many of 
them now pose security threats as 
they have been taken over by various 
descriptions of hoodlums and miscre-
ants.

Lagos State, perhaps, by virtue of 
its being the former capital of the 
country, has a fair share of these 
abandoned monuments. The most 
prominent among these is probably, 
the old Federal Secretariat Building 
in Ikoyi, the city’s most prime location. 
Before its abandonment decades ago, 
the secretariat provided office space 
for federal civil servants and served 
as a powerhouse for deliberation on 
and implementation of policies that 
concerned the development of the 
country. It, however, became ‘fallow’ 
after the federal capital moved to 
Abuja in 1976.

In 2015, an independent estate sur-
veyor and valuer estimated the value 
of the Federal Secretariat Ikoyi at N40 
billion. Sadly, the secretariat is just a 
small scene in a voluminous drama of 
government neglect.

In Lagos alone, we can count on our 
fingertips the 45,000-capacity Nation-
al Stadium in Surulere, the Nigerian 
External Telecommunications (NET) 
building on Marina, the Independence 
Building on old Defence Street, the 
Tafawa Balewa Square, the Mosaic 
House on Tinubu Street, the National 
Theatre at Iganmu, among several oth-
ers. The neglect and abandonment of 
these national monuments, no doubt, 
have put a huge question mark on the 
funds spent to erect them.

In a recent article, Tayo Ogunbiyi 
of the Features Unit of the Lagos State 
Ministry of Information and Strategy, 
says of the National Stadium, which 
hosted the 1973 All Africa Games, 
“Today, the once dazzling ‘Sports 
City’ is in a mess as it is now home 
to street urchins, the destitute, sex 
hawkers, drug peddlers and addicts 
and gamblers. To fully underscore its 
dwindling fortune, the stadium last 
hosted a major sporting event in 2004.”

Beyond these major eye-catching 
ones, many older Nigerians would 
recall the Low Cost Housing scheme 
developed by the President Shehu 
Shagari administration in the late 
1970s to early 1980s, which had a 
fair spread across the country. Most 
of those low-cost estates are today 
lying waste, perhaps only occupied 
by rodents and wild animals. Of 
course, wrong location was one of 
the numerous challenges that marred 

that beautiful dream by the Shagari 
government. A trip from Ninth Mile 
Corner to Nsukka in Enugu State, 
for instance, will reveal some of the 
Shagari buildings wasting away in the 
thick forest, uninhabited by humans, 
even as Nigeria suffers a deficit of 17 
million housing units.

Not a few Nigerians would also 
recall that during his failed transi-
tion programme, the then self-styled 
Military President Ibrahim Badamasi 
Babangida erected two massive struc-
tures in each of the 774 local govern-
ment areas of the country to serve as 
party secretariats for the two political 
parties at the time, National Republican 
Convention and Social Democratic 
Party. That amounts to 1,548 buildings.

Today, our enquiries show that 
those structures for the most part are 
not in use, while in some local govern-
ment areas they have been converted 
to magistrate courts or put to other 
uses.

 The Afuze Games Village example
 The Afuze Olympic Games Village 

in Owan East Local Government Area 
of Edo State may well tell the story bet-
ter. Built in 1974 by the then military 
governor of Midwestern State, Briga-
dier-General Samuel Ogbemudia, and 

opened by General Yakubu Gowon, 
the games village sits on a surveyed 
land measuring 146,998 hectares, 
along with the Afuze College of Physi-
cal and Health Education. It has small 
housing units and was originally 
meant to harbour, train and prepare 
the state’s athletes for the National 
Sports Festival that began in 1973. 
The athletes were meant to train with 
the top-class facilities in the College of 
Physical and Health Education.

In the late 1980s, however, the 
Federal Government was said to have 
taken over the place to train national 
athletes ahead of global competitions.

Today, sadly, this monument, 
which has been abandoned for many 
decades, has become a ghost village 
harbouring mostly reptiles and ro-
dents. The only “saving grace” seems 
to be the fact that the locals, in order to 
keep the place going, repaired some of 
the decrepit buildings and converted 
them into low-cost residential apart-
ments.

In February 2016, a national news-
paper published an elaborate report 
on the games village with a damning 
verdict.

“The world-class boxing gym, 
which once had a roof suspended 

by strong wooden pillars, was now 
non-existent. What was left was a 
gym overgrown with weeds with the 
pillars burnt, an act perpetrated by 
hunters in search of animals. Other 
facilities like the handball pitch, bas-
ketball court, volleyball court, tennis 
courts, hockey and cricket pitches, 
located inside the Michael Imoudu 
College of Physical Education, were 
also decaying,” the report said.

“The multi-purpose Conference 
Hall of the games village has partly 
been overgrown by grass. A stale 
stench of excreta, which is littered 
everywhere inside the building, greets 
you as you enter the building. The 
ceilings have fallen off with all the 
windows vandalised… The Human 
Performance Laboratory, which used 
to offer a variety of fitness services 
such as personal training, massage 
therapy, fitness testing and evalua-
tions of athletes, is now non-existent. 
The HPL helped coaches identify the 
fitness needs of their athletes and 
provided them with an individualised 
exercise prescription,” it said.

In April last year, Solomon Dalung, 
minister of Youth and Sports, while 
commenting on the state of country’s 
sports facilities, admitted that the 
Games Village was worse than the lo-
cal shrine in his village in Plateau State.

He, however, promised that the fa-
cility and others in the country would 
be brought back to life. Nearly a year 
later, that has not happened, even as 
the Federal Government dilly-dallies 
on the proposed takeover of the Na-
tional Stadium by Lagos State.

 The Federal Secretariat – the story 
behind the story

 Following the monetisation policy 
of the Federal Government under 
President Olusegun Obasanjo, the 
Federal Secretariat was sold out along-
side other government properties 
in Lagos offloaded into the property 
market between 2003 and 2006. It was 
acquired by Wale Babalakin’s Resort 
International Limited.

The company bought the facility 
with the intention of redeveloping it 
into residential properties, but the re-
development effort which would have 
provided homes for a good number 
of families was stalled by the Lagos 
State government which, among other 
things, demanded that Resort Interna-
tional must obtain a fresh Certificate of 
Occupancy (C of O) from the state gov-
ernment, irrespective of documents 
issued by the Federal Government on 
the property. The company was also 
required to apply for the consent of 
the Lagos governor on the property; 
apply for a change of use as well as a 
development permit from the state 
government.

Resort International considered the 
demand by the Lagos State govern-
ment inconsistent with the Develop-
ment Lease Agreement (DLA) which 
it had entered into with the Federal 
Government in 2006 which granted 
it 99 years’ lease to redevelop the 
secretariat complex into 48 luxury 
apartments.

It, therefore, took the Federal Gov-
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News 
NCC pushes partnerships with law enforcement 
agencies on telecom infrastructure protection

T
he Nigerian 
Communica-
tions Com-
mission (NCC), 
the regulatory 

body for the telecoms 
industry in the country, 
has opened a partner-
ship arrangement with 
law enforcement agen-
cies in the country, to 
edge up its regulatory 
activities of the industry 
to outright protection 
of telecom installations, 
facilities and infrastruc-
ture.

U m a r  D a nb at t a , 
executive vice-chair-
man (EVC) of NCC, at a 
South-South regional 
workshop in Port Har-
court, to sensitise law 
enforcement agencies 
on telecommunication 
issues, said the coming 
of mobile telecommuni-
cation in Nigeria, with 
its phenomenal growth 
and contribution to the 
Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP), has also come 
with proliferation of 
cybercrimes, theft and 
vandalism of telecom 
equipment.

“In the past, and in 
contemporary times, 
we have collectively 
e xe rc i s e d  g e n u i n e 

c onc erns ab out cy-
bercrimes. However, 
above and beyond cyber 
criminality, we have 
witnessed a very pain-
ful rise in tempo of out-
right theft of telecom-
munication equipment, 
as well as vandalism 
of telecommunication 
installations, facilities 
and infrastructure,” said 
Danbatta, while urging 
the law enforcement 
agencies to collaborate 
with the NCC to tackle 
the rising menace.

“The task before us 
therefore, is to form a 
granite coalition of forces 
in a renewed strategic 
partnership with all 
players in the security 
sector, to contain every 
form of criminal assault 
on telecommunications 
operations in Nigeria,” 
the NCC executive vice 
chairman said. 

He equally informed 
the participants, which 
were drawn from the 
Police, Department of 
State Security (DSS) and 
National Security & Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC) 
that the Commission has 
also seen a “proliferation 
in the sale and usage of 
pre-registered Subscrib-
ers Identification Module 
(SIM) cards, all of which 
constitute nasty infrac-
tions of the Nigerian 

Communications Act 
2003, and other extant 
regulations governing 
the telecommunications 
sector.”

Danbatta said NCC, in 
response to the infrac-
tions, has rolled out a 
bouquet of communica-
tion campaigns to create 

BEN EGUZOZIE

L-R: Chuks Oluigbo, assistant editor, BDSUNDAY; Abdulrazaq Balogun, executive secretary/CEO, Lagos State Security Trust Fund, and Zebulon Agomuo, 
editor, BDSUNDAY, after an interview session with the executive secretary/CEO in Lagos, recently.    

awareness among the 
general public on the 
implications and conse-
quences of undermining 
the integrity of telecom-
munications operation.

“Besides, we have un-
derstanding with some 
other stakeholders to 
ensure that we provide 

solutions to many other 
challenges. Importantly, 
with your support, we 
have also carried out 
raids on criminal clusters 
to mop up pre-registered 
SIM cards,” he stated.

The NCC EVC in-
formed that the telecoms 
industry’s contribution 

to the GDP was nearing 
10 percent; adding that 
“we look forward very 
enthusiastically to see-
ing greater development 
in the sector, because we 
are irrevocably commit-
ted to full implemen-
tation of the National 
Broadband Plan”.

CNN African Voices celebrates 
female achievers

T
he next edition 
of the popular 
TV magazine of 
the Cable News 

Network (CNN), African 
Voices, will be celebrat-
ing two female achiev-
ers from Nigeria and 
South Africa.

O n e  o f  t h e  t w o 
achievers is Nigeria’s 
television mogul, Mo-
sunmola Abudu, popu-
larly called Mo Abudu. 
The programme is spon-
sored by grand masters 
of data, Globacom.

Mo Abudu earned 
national recognition 
with her programme, 
Moments With Mo, 
and went on to found 
a Television station that 
has been described 
as Africa’s first Global 
Black Multi-Broadcast 
Entertainment Net-
work. Forbes magazine 
describes Mo as one of 
Africa’s most successful 
women.

and abroad clamouring 
for more”.

“Then, we take a peek 
into the world of South 
Africa’s biggest celeb-
rity chef and see how 
she uses her childhood 
memories of food and 
South Africa as an inspi-
ration for her recipes”, 
CNN stated.

Catch CNN African 
Voices on CNN at 10.30 
a.m. on Fridays. Viewers 
can also watch the re-
peat editions at 2.30 p.m. 
on Saturday, 12.30 a.m. 
and 7.30 p.m. on Sunday, 
11:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
11.30 p.m. on Monday 
and 5.30 a.m. on Tuesday.

…says cybercrimes, theft, vandalism peak 

Abia lawmaker advises FG on way to 
curb herdsmen-farmers clashes

T
he Federal Gov-
ernment has 
been advised 
to compel cat-

tle owners to establish 
ranches where their 
cattle will be kept to 
permanently end the 
incessant clashes be-
tween farmers and Fu-
lani herdsmen in the 
country.

Sam Onuigbo, mem-
ber representing Ikwua-
no/Umuahia Federal 
Constituency, Abia State 
at lower chamber of 
the National Assembly, 
who gave the advice in 
Umuahia, noted that the 
menace of herdsmen 
was a national issue that 
required a national solu-
tion before it metamor-
phoses into something 
else.

He maintained that 
government should 

make it compulsory that 
cattle owners should 
own ranches where they 
should be grazing their 
cattle instead of leading 
them into farms to de-
stroy people’s crops.

The Abia lawmaker 
also noted that his party, 
PDP was engulfed in real 
crisis which members 
were trying to give a 
lasting solution.

“We want a situation 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia. where people will be 
united through fairness 
and equity so as to have 
good opposition in the 
country,” said Onuigbo.

He expressed the op-
timism that PDP would 
come out of the present 
intra-party crisis rock-
ing it.

On his assessment 
of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-led gov-
ernment, the lawmaker 
said: “They did a whole-
sale change. They should 
have retained some old 
hands to assist. PDP was 
able to deepen and nur-
ture democracy for 16 
years to enable others 
come in,” he said.

Onuigbo disclosed 
that PDP lawmakers at 
the National Assembly 
supported the ruling 
party because they had a 
responsibility to see that 
things went well in the 
country.Sam Onuigbo

CNN African Voices 
will also feature Siba 
Mtongana, a South Af-
rican celebrity chef and 
host of the Food Net-
work show “Siba’s Table”. 
She is currently a judge 
on “Chopped South Af-
rica”, a hugely popular 
cooking competition in 
South Africa.

Mo and Siba were 
described as successful 
women driven by “per-
severance, passion, and 
positivity”. CNN said Mo 
Abudu would take view-
ers “behind the scenes of 
her empire to see how 
she creates content that 
has audiences in Africa 

Mosunmola Abudu Siba Mtongana
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APC leadership solicits 
Reps’ support for 
Buhari’s policies

T
he National 
W o r k i n g 
C o m m i t t e e 
(NEC) of the 
All Progres-

sives Congress (APC) has 
solicited the unflinch-
ing support of members 
of the House of Repre-
sentatives for President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s 
administration.

The delegation led by 
John Odigie-Oyegun, 
APC National chairman, 
who met with the APC 
caucus in the House be-
hind closed doors, solic-
ited for quick passage of 
the 2017 Appropriation 
Bill and the $29.6 billion 
request for borrowing 
plan.

Speaking on the out-
come of the meeting, one 
of the lawmakers who 
attended the meeting 
which lasted for about 
two hours, disclosed 
that the 2017 appropria-
tion bill and $29.6 billion 
loan request from Presi-
dency were part of the 
issues discussed at the 
meeting.

“We discussed many 
issues affecting the par-
ty and the nation gen-
erally. But specifically, 
the chairman appealed 
to members to ensure 
a quick passage of the 
budget so that the presi-

dent and the party could 
implement its change 
agenda.

“The leadership also 
reminded members on 
the need to support the 
administration of Presi-
dent Buhari especially 
his efforts in ensuring 
that the nation comes 
out of the current eco-
nomic recession,” the 
lawmaker who pleaded 
anonymity told select 
Legislative Correspon-
dents.

Another lawmaker 
who also attended the 
parley added that the 
NWC delegation em-
phasised the need for 
party loyalty and su-
premacy.

“Ess ential ly,  the 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA,

Attainment of gender parity remains 
crucial for Nigeria’s growth – JCI

T
h e  J u n i o r 
Chamber Inter-
national (JCI) 
Victoria Island 

has said that the attain-
ment of gender parity 
remains very crucial for 
the country’s economic 
growth and develop-
ment.

The organisation 
made this known re-
cently when it celebrat-
ed the social, economic, 
cultural and political 
achievements of women 
in various spheres to 
mark this year’s Inter-

national Women’s Day 
with the theme ‘Be Bold 
For Change: Position of 
Women In The Chang-
ing Nigeria’.

The event was a call 
to accelerate gender par-
ity in the country, build 
momentum for the ef-
fective implementation 
of the new Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs), especially goal 
number five which is 
achieve gender equality 
and empower all wom-
en and girls.

“As a country we are 
currently celebrating 
the International Wom-
en’s Day but still do not 

have the framework to 
move the agenda,” said 
Morin Desalu, manag-
ing director, Risk Watch 
Insurance Brokers.

Desalu stated that the 
country had come a long 
way in achieving gender 
parity, noting that prog-
ress had been made but 
not fast enough to give 
women their place in the 
society.

S h e  n o t e d  t h a t 
i f  w o m e n  a re  n o t 
amongst power-bro-
kers, they cannot move 
their agenda because 
men are not expected 
to move agenda that 
affects women.

chairman was of the 
view that party suprem-
acy should be accorded 
in place of honour in our 
great party. He also told 
us of the importance of 
working together par-
ticularly now that the 
PDP is in disarray.

“On our part (APC 
caucus), we gave them 
our words on our readi-
ness to support policies 
of our government and 
help President Buhari 
to deliver dividends of 
change,” he disclosed.

Fielding questions 
from journalists after 
the meeting, Odigie-
Oyegun commended 
the leadership of the 
House for the support 
given to Mr. President 

and the party at large.
He further c on-

firmed that the delega-
tion and APC caucus 
also discussed the prog-
ress of the 2017 Appro-
priations bill which is 
presently going through 
the legislative scrutiny.

“As you can see we 
are all smiling. We dis-
cussed general issues; 
the budget and the prog-
ress it is making. The 
fact that the House has 
been very supportive of 
the government and the 
party, we congratulate 
the Hon. Speaker and 
members for the way 
so far they have been 
behind Federal govern-
ment and the party,” he 
said.

Buhari

...quick passage of 2017 budget

Local government autonomy will stop pilfering of 
funds by state government - NULGE President     

I
brahim Khahil, Na-
tional President of 
Nigeria Union of Lo-
cal Government Em-

ployees (NULGE), has said 
that local government 
autonomy if granted will 
put an end to the fraudu-
lent joint project pilfer-
ing of local government 
funds by state govern-
ment. Khahil said finan-
cial autonomy would also 
witness direct funding of 
local government from 
the Federation Account 
and massive grassroots 
development.           The 
National President of 
NULGE disclosed this in 

Calabar at NULGE South-
South Zonal rally on 
local government au-
tonomy held at Peace 
Park, the Cross River 
State capital.         

Addressing the rally, 
Khahil said local govern-
ment autonomy would 
guarantee adequate 
care for traditional in-
stitutions, eradication 
of poverty at the grass-
roots, entrenchment of 
accountability and ef-
ficient local government 
administration.                  Ac-
cording to him, the Na-
tional campaign for local 
government autonomy 
will also guarantee re-
turn of revenue sources, 
hitherto hijacked by 

state government to lo-
cal government, stoppage 
of illegal allocations of 
local government funds 
to unconstitutional insti-
tutions and personage.        
The rally, which kicked 
off at Peace Park, took 
the NULGE leaders from 
there to the Cross River 
State House of Assembly 
where they urged the 
law-makers to support 
the campaign for local 
government autonomy. 

Also speaking, the Na-
tional President Nigeria 
Youth for positive change 
(NYPC), Nasir Kabir, al-
leged that corrupt former 
governors are taking over 
the Senate for political 
protection.                                         

JOsEPHINE OKOJIE

MIKE ABANG, Calabar      

Cleric charges Christian 
leaders to live exemplary life

T
he founder and 
General Over-
seer of Glory 
Christian Min-

istry (GCM), Lagos Pas-
tor Iruofagha James, 
has charged Christian 
leaders to lead by ex-
ample by living out 
what they preach so 
that they do not make 
Christianity in Nige-
ria a laughing stock to 
other religions as the 
church marks its 25th 
anniversary in Lagos.

Speaking at the clos-
ing ceremony of the an-
niversary, James said: 
“My charge to Chris-
tians has always been 
in the centrality of 
what I preach and that 
is practical and respon-
sible Christianity. The 
Bible calls us the salt 
and light of the world, 
when you accept to be 
a Christian, put all of 
your two feet in it not 
one foot in the world 
and one in the church 
when you do things like 
that you make Christi-
anity a laughing stock”.

He urged Christians 
not to c ompromis e 
their standard and be 
committed to whatso-
ever they do. “It is one 
thing to be 25 years in 
existence as a church; 
it is another to build on 
what we have learnt 
within the 25 years of 
existence. Now, things 
will be done quicker 
and better. We are go-
ing to teach our chil-
dren to be better Chris-
tians, see themselves 
as leaders of tomorrow 
and walk in the way of 

God,” he said.
Expressing the joy of 

clocking 25 years in the 
ministry, Pastor James 
said he feels proud and 
humbled. According 
to him, when one re-
alises that such feat 
cannot be achieved by 
any human strength or 
endeavour, and listen-
ing to the testimonies 
of people whose lives 
have been transformed 
makes one happy as 
these only can be done 
by God.

Using the charac-
teristics of the Eagle, 
he admonished Chris-
tians to learn to face 
their challenges. Ex-
plaining that Jesus 
Christ had said ‘be-
fore a crisis comes He 
knows how much we 
can bear.’ 

According to him, 
“God has given us the 
assurance that He will 
not allow any crisis 
that can drown us or 
overtake us to come 
to us. If He allows any 
crisis to come our way, 
He knows we can han-
dle it and such crisis 
will strengthen our 
faith, give us experi-
ence, build stamina in 
us with good Christian 
character.”

“If not for Jesus, as a 
people, we would still 
be sacrificing animals 
on the altars. Christi-
anity teaches cleanli-
ness, decency, even in 
the ancient days the 
sacrifices brought to 
God must first be in-
spected by the priests 
to be acceptable and 
ensure they are blame-
less without blemish,” 
he said.

sEyI JOHN sALAU
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Police parading notorious rape suspects in Abia

Staff welfare: FCTA acquires multi-
million naira high capacity buses

T
h e  N i g e r i a 
Police, Abia 
State Com-
mand, Thurs-
day, paraded 

suspected kidnappers, 
armed robbers and rap-
ists, arrested through the 
implementation of its 

“identified crime fight-
ing strategies” within the 
first quarter of 2017.

Leye Oyebade, com-
missioner of Police, Abia 
State, who stated this 
during a press briefing, 
held at the State com-
mand headquarters, 
Umuahia, explained that 
the command on Febru-
ary 22, 2017 arrested 

five suspects, who were 
accused of gang-raping 
one Tochi, a native of 
Isiala Ngwa South Local 
Government Area of 
Abia State.

The accused persons 
are Ihechinmere Levi, 
Jude Onyeocha, Otumdi 
Onyeocha, Chiemezuo 
John and Emmanuel 
Ekpo, all from Umuala 

GODFREY OFURUM, AbA
Village in Isiala Ngwa 
South Local Govern-
ment Area of Abia State.

The CP said  the 
young men were arrest-
ed following a report by 
Tochi, who claimed that 
she was gang-rapped 
by the young men now 
in police custody, say-
ing that the suspects 
would be charged to 
court appropriately. 
He also stated that the 
command on February 
22, 2017, arrested one 
Kelvin Orji and Ezekiel 
Nnanna, who were ac-
cused of threatening 
to kidnap/murder one 
Eze Nnanna a resident 
of Aba.

The CP said there was 
a report from one Eze 
Nnanna of Aba, that 
some persons were 
threatening to kidnap 
and eliminate him, if 
he fails to co-operate 
with them. Nnanna 
stated further that he 
was ordered by the sus-
pects to pay the sum 
of N500,000.00 into 
a Diamond Bank Ac-
count with Number 
0071401293 or risk be-
ing kidnapped.

Subsequently, on Feb-
ruary 22, 2017 one Kel-
vin Orji was arrested at 

Diamond Bank, Umua-
hia, while trying to op-
erate the said account, 
which also led to the ar-
rest of one Ezekiel Nnan-
na, a younger brother to 
the complainant.

On interrogation, Eze-
kiel Nnanna, confessed 
to be the sole person be-
hind the threat to kidnap 
his brother, stating that 
he simply collected an 
account number from 
the first suspect, which 
he sent to his brother to 
pay in N500,000 or risk 
being kidnapped.

Within the same peri-
od, the command said it 
arrested three suspected 
armed robbers along 
Port Harcourt Express-
way, Aba, and recovered 
fire arms from them.

According to the Abia 
CP, following a tip off, 
personnel of 55 Police 
Mobile Force on inten-
sive stop and search 
operation at Onuimo 
nipping point, along 
Aba-Port Harcourt Ex-
pressway, arrested one 
Femi Onyebuchi with 
a locally made revolver 
pistol and five rounds 
of live ammunition and 
one expended shell.

Later the same day at 
about 6.00am, one other 

suspect identified as Ste-
phen, a member of the 
syndicate, was arrested 
with an unregistered 
Red QLink motorcycle.

He explained also that 
the command on March 
1, 2017, arrested two sus-
pected fraudsters that 
specialised in picking 
unsuspecting persons 
and defrauding them of 
their belongings

“In response to a 
distress call at Owerri 
Road by Kaduna Street 
Umuahia, the duo of 
Nwokocha Lucky, male 
and Rekiyat Sunday, fe-
male, both of Umukalu 
Ntigha and Obikabia, 
respectively in Isiala 
Ngwa North LGA were 
arrested.

“The suspects, who 
specialised in picking 
unsuspecting passen-
gers to unknown desti-
nations, rob and defraud 
them of their belongings, 
were intercepted by a 
mob, while attempting 
to pick an unsuspecting 
victim”.

Oyebade explained 
that the suspects have 
confessed to the crime, 
while victims of their 
nefarious activities have 
surfaced to identify 
them.

Abia police command parades 
kidnappers, rapists, others

F
ederal Capital 
Territory Ad-
m i n i s t rat i o n 
(FCTA) at the 

w e e ke n d  c o m m i s -
sioned multi-million 
naira high capacity bus-
es to boost the welfare 
of the staff of the FCT 
Administration.

Muhammad Bello, 
FCT Minister who com-
missioned the 25 high 
capacity buses in Abu-
ja, explained that the 
vehicles were part of 
the first tranche of the 
FCTA Staff Bus Scheme.

Bello stated that at 
the early stage of his 
Administration, the 
scheme was conceived 
as a palliative to cush-
ion the effect of eco-
nomic hardship and 
difficulty in vehicular 
transportation of mem-
bers of staff to and from 
the office.

He reiterated that 

the FCTA Staff Bus 
Scheme is very impor-
tant to his Administra-
tion because the wel-
fare of staff remains 
topmost for increased 
productivity and qual-
ity service delivery to 
the residents of the Ter-
ritory. 

The Minister re-
called that that a Com-
mittee headed by the 
Director of Establish-
ment and Training was 
constituted to work out 
modality for a short 
and long term strategy 
on the operation of Staff 
Bus Scheme.

He explained that 
the initial number in 
the Staff Bus Scheme 
comprise of 25 large 
capacity buses which 
monetary value would 
be deducted as part of 
liquidation of the FCTA 
loans to the Abuja Ur-
ban Mass Transport 
Company (AUMTCO).

According to him, 
the FCT Administra-

tion intends to boost 
the operation of the 
scheme and to make 
it more vibrant, by 
collaborating with de-
velopment partners in 
getting more buses as 
part of their Corporate 
Social Responsibility 
(CSR) to expand the 
scope of its operation 
to cover staff of other 
Federal Ministries, De-
partments and Agen-
cies (MDAs) across the 
Federal Capital Terri-
tory.   

The Minister an-
nounced that mem-
bers of staff would be 
conveyed on subsidized 
fares from all the routes 
within the Federal Cap-
ital Territory includ-
ing Keffi in Nasarawa 
State and Suleja in Ni-
ger State to reduce the 
cost and stress being 
faced by staff.

Bello however, called 
for regular mainte-
nance to ensure that the 
vehicles last long, add-

ing that: “high mainte-
nance culture remains 
the watchword of the 
current FCT adminis-
tration.”

In his remarks, Salihu 
Mohammed, FCT Di-
rector of Establishment 
& Training, explained 
that the commissioning 
of these buses has dem-
onstrated the unwaver-
ing commitment of the 
FCT administration to 
the welfare of the mem-
bers of staff.

According to him, 
the scheme has also 
added to the Minis-
ter’s achievements in 
promoting industrial 
harmony by ensuring 
regular payments of 
salaries to staff even 
at the critical time of 
recession.

He emphasised that 
the s cheme would 
boost the morale of the 
staff and reduce stress 
of their transportation 
needs, to and from their 
respective offices.

Kola Olugbod

Olugbodi, bCI boss, bags 
IIM Africa fellowship

I
n recognition of his 
expertise and pioneer-
ing role in professional 
background check in 

Nigeria and West Africa, 
Kola Olugbodi, manag-
ing director, Background 
Check International (BCI), 
has been received a fel-
lowship of the Institute 
of Information Manage-
ment (IIM) in Africa. The 
fellowship is awarded to 
professionals who have 
distinguished themselves 
in their chosen fields of 
endeavour.

A statement signed by 
the registrar of the Insti-
tute, Musa Zubairu, said 
the institute reckons with 
the towering status of 
Olugbodi in the practice 
of background check in 
Nigeria and beyond.

According to him, IIM 
is a professional-driven 
institute developed to 
serve the growing com-
munity of data, informa-
tion, records, document 
and archives manage-
ment professionals who 
are tasked with managing 
the dynamic information 
lifecycle within the enter-
prise. Its goal is to provide 

members with objective 
insights and guidance 
on their career path and 
technology options.

Olugbodi pioneered 
professional background 
check in Nigeria with the 
setting up of Background 
Check International (BCI) 
in 1995. Prior to setting 
up BCI, he had worked 
as population statisti-
cian with the National 
Population Commission 
(NPC) and subsequent-
ly worked with North 
South Bank. Upon his 
exit from North South 
Bank in 1992, he became 
the CEO of Josh Cyrus, a 
human resource and out-
sourcing organization.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA
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Industry expert worried over absence 
of national employability agenda

E
mployers are 
worried that 
the absence 
of a clear em-
p l o y ab i l i t y 

agenda by successive 
governments has con-
tributed in no small 
measure to the high 
unemployment chal-
lenges bedevilling Ni-
geria today.

They observe that 
the problems of gradu-
ate unemployment and 
unemployability are 
well documented in the 
country without suc-
cessive governments 
putting in place any 
concrete framework to 
address the issue.

Hakeem Ogunniran, 
managing director/
chief executive, UACN 
Property Development 
Company Plc, while de-
livering a convocation 
lecture at Lagos State 
University (LASU), said 
a country’s develop-
ment is to a large extent 
more directly related to 

their knowledge stock 
and learning capabili-
ties.

Ogunniran in the 
lecture titled “Beyond 
education: Bridging the 
gaps for graduate em-
ployability”, said west-
ern countries that have 
taken giant strides in 
development had done 
so by having a policy 
shift in their university 
system.

“This policy shift has 
made universities to en-
gage with the graduate 
employability agenda 
by re-appraising the 
‘skills’ components of 
their training and giv-
ing due consideration 
for ‘generic skills’ in stu-
dents that might make 
them appealing to mul-
tiple employers across 
multiple work contexts 
and disciplines,” he said.

According to the Ni-
gerian Bureau of Sta-
tistics, Nigeria’s unem-
ployment rate increased 
for the seventh straight 
quarter to 13.9 percent 
in the third quarter of 
2016, from 13.3 percent 
in the previous period. 

Youth unemployment 
increased to 25 percent, 
from 24 percent in the 
previous period.

Ogunniran further 
pointed out that em-
ployers are looking for 
much more than techni-
cal and functional skills, 
saying the days of “just 
go to the university and 
get a degree are over”. 
“Excellent certificates 
and great grades are of 
paramount consider-
ation, but no longer of 
first importance. Some 
of the greatest organisa-
tions in the world today 
hire for attitude, and 
train for skills,” he said.

He further observed 
that faulty pre-univer-
sity education also ac-
counts for why Nigeria 
has an increasing popu-
lation of youth without 
the requisite skill for 
employment.

“Every milestone 
along the chain is a criti-
cal touch-point and any 
defect or inadequacy 
suffered by the student 
may impinge on the ulti-
mate ‘product’. Thus, the 
development of ‘high 

quality human capital’ 
requires attention at 
all levels of education: 
from early childhood 
education and school-
ing, through vocational 
education and training 
and higher education 
into the workplace,” he 
said.

Ogunniran urged 
universities to under-
take a critical self-as-

Taxpayers’ billions lie waste in ...

KELECHI EWUZIE
sessment of their role 
rather than simply 
rushing the students 
through their campuses.

Beyond the certifi-
cates awarded, he ques-
tioned how Nigerian 
universities are contrib-
uting to the preparation 
of graduates for work 
and participation in the 
society.

“Graduating students 

is not an end in itself, 
but a means to a greater 
purpose,” he added.

He called for univer-
sities to re-create and 
redesign their curricula 
to sync with the cur-
rent realities, adding 
that traditional jobs are 
disappearing and train-
ing students solely for 
those jobs is no longer 
worthwhile.

ernment to an Arbitra-
tion Tribunal where it 
claimed that it had suf-
fered damages totalling 
N88 billion as a result of 
the breach of a clause of 
the DLA by the govern-
ment.

In an award in its 
favour a c ouple of 
years ago, the tribunal, 
chaired by Fred Adeniyi 
Coker, an architect, sup-
ported by a legal prac-
titioner, Yusuf Alli, a 
Senior Advocate of Ni-
geria (SAN), and former 
Attorney General of the 
Federation, Abdullahi 
Ibrahim, ordered FG to 
pay N54 billion in dam-
ages to the company 
and declared that FG 
had failed in its obliga-
tions to the company 
under the DLA.

T h e  N 5 4  b i l l i o n 
awarded to Resort In-
ternational comprised 
N12 billion as Direct 
Expenditure with in-
terest at 17.26 percent 
from September 2008; 
N9 billion as Loss of 
Expected Income with 
interest at 17.26 per-
cent from September 

2008, and N5 billion as 
Special Damages.

The tribunal averred 
that the totality of the 
awards meant that as 
at January 2016, the 
Federal Government 
owed Resort Interna-
tional the sum of N54 
billion which contin-
ues to accumulate in-
terest at 17.26 percent 
per annum, and con-
firmed Resort’s title to 
the Federal Secretariat 
property.

Though close watch-
ers of events around 
the secretariat com-
plex reason that FG was 
hamstrung by the La-
gos State government, 
which once showed 
interest in acquiring 
the complex for certain 
vested interests, trou-
ble was in store by the 
time the complex was 
formally handed over 
to Resort International.

 What experts say
 Whatever be the 

case, the major concern 
for industry watchers 
is that this monument 
is wasting away when 
there are alternative 
uses to which it could 
profitably be put into.

“That asset is stand-
ing on prime land. Don’t 
forget that it is in Ikoyi 
which is one of the 
most expensive, if not 
the most expensive, lo-
cation in Nigeria,” says 
an estate surveyor and 
valuer who does not 
want to be named.

“I am still in doubt 
if it is really the Lagos 
State government that 
is holding down the 
redevelopment of that 
facility into residential 
apartments to provide 
homes for the residents 
of the state,” Johnson 
Chukwuma, a struc-
tural engineer, says.

“With a housing def-
icit estimated at 3 mil-
lion units and avowed 
determination to pro-
vide housing for the 
residents through part-
nership with the pri-
vate sector, Lagos State 
should be encourag-
ing the redevelopment 
of the facility and not 
stalling it,” he adds.

M a r y a n n e  U d o 
Okonjo, a lawyer, real 
estate developer and 
chief executive officer, 
Fine and Country West 
Africa, is at a loss as to 

why the Federal Secre-
tariat and other nation-
al monuments are not 
being transformed into 
other uses as is done 
in other countries of 
the world. Though she 
says that abandoned 
monuments are not 
peculiar to Nigeria, she 
argues, however, that 
what happens in other 
countries is different.

She cites the St Pan-
creas Renaissance Ho-
tel in the UK, a hotel 
facility that was aban-
doned for 69 years be-
fore it was transformed 
in 2011 into a 5-Star 
hotel, just like the Liv-
erpool’s Grade 11 listed 
Gladstone Conserva-
tory, also in the UK, 
which was abandoned 
for over 100 years after 
its use as Leisure Place, 
but was transformed, 
in 2007, into a venue 
for wedding and foot-
ball hospitality events.

“It would be an ad-
vantage to Nigerians 
if the custodians of the 
old Federal Secretariat 
look inwards and prof-
fer creative ways the 
building can be trans-
formed either for com-

mercial or residential 
purposes,” Okonjo says.

“It can be used for 
mixed use develop-
ments or work, live 
and play. It can also 
be used as a co-work 
spac e,  multi-studio 
apartments. Alterna-
tively, it can be used as 
retail space in order to 
reduce the 2.7 million 
space deficit across the 
nation,” she adds.

Before now, it was 
argued that the rea-
son for the lingering 
stand-off between the 
federal and Lagos State 
government over that 
property was because 
they belonged to dif-
ferent parties. But that 
is no longer the case. 
Both now belong to 
the same political party 
that promised to de-
liver one million hous-
ing units to Nigerians 
every year.

 Calculating the op-
portunity cost

 Conservatively, Ni-
geria has a deficit of 17 
million housing units 
that requires building 
720,000 housing units 
every year for the next 
20 years to bridge. La-

gos alone has 3 million 
units of this deficit that 
requires building about 
200,000 housing units 
every year for the next 
20 years to bridge.

The Federal Secre-
tariat redevelopment, 
going by Resort Inter-
national’s plans, would 
have delivered about 50 
residential apartments 
which would have pro-
vided home for at least 
300 residents of the 
state, assuming each 
of the 50 families that 
would have occupied 
the apartments had six 
members.

“There is every op-
portunity now for all 
the parties to the trans-
action on the facility to 
come together with a 
view to resolving their 
differences, more so 
now that the Federal 
Government and Lagos 
State are under one 
party. I want to believe 
that this is the finest 
moment to get this is-
sue resolved and allow 
Resort International 
to provide homes for 
Lagosians as intended,” 
says Debo Ajani, an 
estate manager.

Continued from page 4

Olubadan of Ibadanland, Oba Saliu Adetunji; and Oyo State Governor, Abiola Ajimobi, during the 
conferment of ‘The great visionary leader’ award on the governor by the Federation of Artisans, in Ibadan.                                                   
Photo: Governor’s Office
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IGNATIUS CHUKWU

H
ere is the scenario. A re-
nowned professor and anti-
corruption crusader comes 
out to say what looks like 
a huge indictment on the 

chief executive officer of the almighty 
Niger Delta Development Commission 
(NDDC), the sitting CEO shouts it’s a lie, 
all eyes turn on the immediate past act-
ing managing director, she too comes out 
to wash her hands off such scandal, the 
professor who started it all says yes, these 
two are innocent, it happened in the far 
past. Ouch!

The most dangerous CEO jobs seem 
to be in Nigeria where such leaders need 
bullet-proof vests to walk about, liter-
ally and otherwise. After all, Nigeria’s 
presidency has since been classified as 
the toughest job in the world. By the same 
token, CEO jobs in Nigeria might as well 
be the toughest in the world.

Physical dangers apart, the reputation 
harms are huge. Corruption and looting 
are so huge and rampant that most per-
sons expect every CEO of a government 
agency to start looting on day one. In fact, 
some officers in an agency would rush to 
the new CEO’s home to show him how it 
is done, to ask him to ‘shine your eye, it 
is your turn’.

A CEO was shown how to collect secu-
rity vote and personal allowances rang-
ing up to N75 million. Being an iron cast 
person, he asked for paper evidence that it 
was his entitlement. All he got was, “That 
is how others were doing it.” He said, “I am 
not like the others, I want document.” All 
he saw was a mere N5 million for security 
per month. See the difference – N70m 
savings per month.

It is believed that every CEO of a gov-
ernment institution in Nigeria must loot, 
and quickly too. The losers, however, 
seem to be those who refuse to do so. First, 
pressure would come on them. Next, false 
accusations would mount against them 
by those who believe that by now the 
new man must be looting too.

Unfortunately, we seem to be a clime 
where lying against a public officer has no 
repercussion because truth has no value 
either. It is so bad that instead of the onus 
of proof to be on the accuser, it is shifted to 
the accused. Those who openly lie simply 
move on to the next lie if the former is 
debunked. The society does not demand 
for accountability of statements. Those 
who lie or err in statements against a 
public officer do not even bother to clarify 
it or withdraw it if better and further 
evidence is adduced to the contrary.

The recent NDDC case bordering on 
allegations of splashing N560m on cars is 
perhaps one example where due process 
in public commentary and honour was 
exhibited by all concerned, especially the 
professor, Itse Sagay, at least for amending 
his charge.

But it was the current CEO of the 
NDDC, Akwa Ibom State-born Nsima 
U. Ekere, and the immediate past acting 
MD, Rivers State-born Ibim Semenitari, 
who exhibited the real honour. The case 
proved once again that good name, clean 
hands in office, and personal credibility 

gathered over the years are a huge shield 
to one’s image in or out of office.

The reputation climate was stirred 
early in March 2017 through an accusa-
tion by the chairman of the Presidential 
Advisory Committee Against Corrup-
tion (PACAC), Itse Sagay (SAN), when he 
lambasted various government agencies, 
even under the Muhammadu Buhari no-
nonsense administration, for allegedly 
spending heavily or recklessly as if there 
was no recession.

On the NDDC, Sagay had particularly 
talked about buying over 70 cars that in-
cluded eight super Lexus that cost N70m 
each and 10 Toyota Land-Cruiser jeeps at 
N65m each, yet the commission always 
cried out over lack of funds to execute 
people-oriented projects.

The world shook. How could Buharites 
be squandering huge sums at a time like 
while their alter-ego was pelting former 
administrators for doing same? Nigerians 
have been waiting for this kind of accusa-
tion against the president. So, could this 
be the moment?

Sensing there would be mob action (so-
cial media-wise), Semenitari, who boasts 
of the cleanest hands in office despite 
what she calls smear campaigns, was first 
to swear her name out. Her media aide, 
Bekee Anyalewechi, who said he had 
been inundated by inquiries over the alle-
gations by Sagay, said: “This response is to 
state categorically that Semenitari did not 
purchase any vehicle during her period 
of service. She neither initiated nor ap-
proved any procurement for the purchase 
of any vehicle. Inquiries concerning the 
said cars should be directed at the current 
management and Board of NDDC.”

All eyes then reverted to the new CEO, 
a man who just took office in November 
2016. His was even more soul-stirring as 
he said he and others were still using their 
private cars to work for the rich NDDC. 

“Indeed, it is a known fact that the 
chairman, the distinguished Senator 

Victor Ndoma-Egba (SAN), the Managing 
Director/CEO, Nsima Ekere, and the two 
Executive Directors are still using their 
private vehicles three months after as-
sumption of duties,” Chijioke Amu-Nnadi, 
the head of media, said in a statement.

“The NDDC is only now in the process 
of acquiring work vehicles, and is adher-
ing strictly to due process. These include 
five (5) Toyota Prado jeeps, 10 Toyota Hi-
lux trucks, four (4) Toyota Land-Cruiser 
jeeps, one (1) Toyota Coaster bus and two 
(2) Toyota Hiace buses. The Commission 
has just received the Due Process Compli-
ance Certificate from the Bureau of Public 
Procurement, BPP, and is preparing the 
mandatory memo for the approval of the 
Federal Executive Council,” he said.

The new NDDC reiterated its com-
mitment to transparency by adhering 
strictly to processes and procedures of 
government “as espoused in the Board’s 
4-R Initiative of restoring the Commis-
sion’s core mandate, restructuring the 
balance sheet, reforming our processes 
and reaffirming a commitment to doing 
what is right and proper at all times in 
facilitating the sustainable development 

of the Niger Delta region”.
The MD also said he was prepared to 

open the books to inspectors and auditors, 
saying the commission was partnering 
with Bureau for Public Service Reforms 
(BPSR), Nigeria Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative (NEITI) and 
Open Government Partnership (OGP) to 
improve its governance systems, procure-
ment and project implementation pro-
cesses, in order to plug all loopholes and 
systematically eliminate all incidences of 
mismanagement and corruption. 

When Sagay’s team responded, it 
sounded like an anti-climax. It was at this 
point that the spokesperson of the highly 
respected professor and PACAC chairman 
exonerated the present CEO, Ekere, and 
his immediate predecessor, Semenitari, 
from the N560m scam he opened up on 
earlier on. 

Sagay came out to say he was referring 
to past administrations before Semenitari 
and Ekere. Dan Abia had served Buhari 
from May 29, 2015 to December 2015. 
Sagay said despite Buhari’s presence, the 
NDDC still did ugly things.

Sagay’s spokesman, Okon Eminue, also 
a professor, in a statement online, said: “To 
repeat myself for purposes of emphasis, 
Sagay’s allegation does not, in any way, 
pertain to the present Board and Man-
agement of NDDC under the leadership 
of distinguished senator, Victor Ndoma-
Egba, SAN (Board Chairman, NDDC) and 
His Excellency Obong Nsima Ekere (Man-
aging Director, NDDC). The scam even 
came to limelight before Ibim Seminitari 
was appointed Acting MD, NDDC. 

“To that extent Amu Nnadi’s stout 
defence of the present NDDC Board and 
Management is quite proper and cor-
rect. But it is one of the past Boards and 
Management of NDDC that the professor, 
Sagay, actually alludes to.”

It is transparency and use of due pro-
cess system that can save a public office 
holder, especially a CEO. The NDDC is so 
volatile and accusations fly so fast and 
high that any CEO that deviates an inch 
would be torpedoed one time, especially 
in the present dispensation when no pro-
tection comes from Aso Rock or any rocks 
at all for office holders found in a mess.

Semenitari said she always insisted 
on due process and transparency at all 
times on every matter. In fact, all details 
and jobs were posted online so that com-
munity persons would know the details 
of projects and the contractors, especially 
level of funding, so they could compare 
with what they saw.

The new CEO, Ekere, is singing such 
song even louder, insisting on transpar-
ency, due process, and good reputation as 
new capital for the NDDC. Last week, he 
inaugurated a six-man committee to in-
vestigate allegations of corruption headed 
by Princewill Ekanim, director, Special 
Duties, and urged it to work without 
distraction and submit its report within 
two weeks.

He reiterated the new Governing 
Board and Management’s determination 
to restructure the commission’s balance 
sheet, restore its core mandate, reform all 
its governance processes and project im-
plementation protocols, do what is right 
and proper at all times to give the Niger 
Delta region the commission it deserves.

Itse Sagay’s N560m 
allegation against NDDC

Itse Sagay

“This response is to state 
categorically that Semenitari did not 

purchase any vehicle during her 
period of service. She neither 
initiated nor approved any 

procurement for the purchase of 
any vehicle. Inquiries concerning 

the said cars should be directed 
at the current management 

and Board of NDDC”

…Credibility, transparency best shield for CEOs



I
n its determination and 
desire to be the largest 
producer of palm oil in 
Nigeria in particular 
and Africa in general, 

the Abia State government 
has embarke d on the re-
trieving, reclaiming, reha-
bilitating and repositioning 
of various oil palm estates 
e s t ab l i s h e d  b y  p re v i o u s 
administrations but were 
abandoned  due to lack of 
maintenance.

The resuscitated estates 
include Ohambele, in Ukwa 
E a s t ,  U l o n n a  N o r t h  a n d 
South; Ukwa Nkporo, Isu Aro 
and Ozuitem which have 
a total of 12,189 hectares, 
while 3,856 he ctares had 
been planted with improved 
variety called Tenera and 
8,133 hectares of arable land 
still laying fallow.

Uzor Azubuike, the Abia 
commissioner for Agricul-
ture, said that effort was be-
ing made to bring in Private 
Investors on lease in order to 
turn around the fortunes of 
these Estates.

The Government of Okezie 
Ikpeazu in furtherance of 
its resolve to boast Oil palm 
sector of the state economy 
has engaged in community-
based oil palm project in or-
der to unbundle the agricul-
tural value chains in oil palm.

Ac c ording to the c om-
missioner, the target of the 
project is the replacement of 
the wild grove oil palm trees 
with Tenera species across 
the state with effect from 
2018 while the pilot scheme 
had already started with the 
planting of100 hectares of 
land at Ohambele.

As part  of  i ts  c ommit-
ment at ensuring that the 
community oil palm project 
becomes the flagship of eco-
nomic growth in the state, 
Abia government, through 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
has e qually establishe d a 
2-million oil palm (Tenera) 
s e e dling nurs ery, exclud-
i n g  t h e  a l re a d y  e x i s t i n g 
3000-5000 seedlings and the 
Nursery at Imenyi in Bende 
Local Government Area of 
the state.

The state government has 
also established giant Oil 

Ikpeazu’s exploits 
in agriculture
UDOKA AGWU, UMUAHIA

ery of cocoa seedlings (F3 
Amazon) and distributed to 
farmers at subsidised rates.

The state had also set up 
Cocoa Transformation Com-
mittee comprising farmers’ 
representatives as well as 
government officials with 
Ude Oko Chukwu, the depu-
ty governor as the chairman.

In the area of Rubber de-
velopment, the commission-
er said the state government 
has a combined  hectares of  
2,784 at Abia Rubber planta-
tions located at Ndi Oji and 
Amaeke Aba in Arochukwu 

Local Government Area.
He disclosed that govern-

ment was sourcing for inves-
tors in a bid to reposition the 
estate.

The state in order to boost 
ric e pro duction has c om-
menced registration of rice 
farmers in Abia North which 
incidentally is the rice basin 
of the state. The Ministry of 
Agriculture has equally tak-
en steps to secure massive 
farm land for rice cultivation 
in Abam, Arochukwu Local 
Government of the state.

The Ministry in collabora-
tion with FADAMA111 has 
established a rice processing 
Mill in Atani, Arochukwu, 
Lo c a l  G o ve r n m e n t  A re a 
which has given impetus to 
mass production of stone-
free rice.

I n  c a s s ava  p ro d u c t i o n 
which is the mainstay of the 
state, the commissioner said 
his Ministry had embarked 
on cassava stem multiplica-
tion with establishment of 
a-10 hectare TME 419 and 
Pro- vitamin A cassava farm 
at Omumauzo, Ukwa LGA. 
According to him, the target 
was to raise and distribute 
about 5000 bundles of cas-
sava cutting to farmers for 
multiplication.

Government’s determina-
tion to make sure every Abia 
family enjoys protein rich 
meal at very affordable cost 
had received a boost with 
the establishment 7500 ca-
pacity modern poultry layer 
farm at the Headquarters 
of Ministry of Agriculture 
which is made up of 2500 
layers for egg pro duction 
and 5000 broilers.

The commissioner further 
hinted that in order boost 
Poultry business in the state, 
that government had estab-
lished a Poultry Processing 
Plant at Umuosu in Isiala 
Ngwa LGA.

In the area of Fishery de-
velopment, the ministry has 
resuscitated three concrete 
fish pond and stocked with 
3500 fingerlings while plans 
are afoot to build a hatchery 
for fingerling multiplication 
and distribution to Abia fish 
farmers.

A z ub u i ke  h i n t e d  t h at 
Governor Okezie Ikp eazu 
had since given approval to 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
machineries and equipment 
which the ministry had had 
since procured
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…A story of quest to lead in palm oil production

Governor Ikpeazu of Abia State

Pro c essing Mill  of 5-met-
ric  tons/hour pro c essing 
at Mbawsi in Isiala Ngwa 
North Area of the state.

Azubuike said the policy 
thrust of the pres ent ad-
ministration is in the area 
of commercial Agriculture.

He said traditionally, the 
people of the state are farm-
ers by occupation.

“But  now,  we are c on-
sciously thriving and devel-
oping our people into com-
mercial farmers by which 
we will be making our peo-
ple to see Agriculture and 
farming not just as part-time 
but as source of wealth, that 
doing Agriculture is for the 
purpose of making profit,” 
said Azubuike.

He note d that in tradi-
tional Agricultural practice, 
profit element was not in 
consideration, resulting in a 
situation where at the end of 
the year, more money would 
b e  s p e n t  i n  A g r i c u l t u re , 
adding that the dire ction 
the state is going now is to 
make p e ople s e e Agricul-
ture as wealth-creator and 
employment-generator.

The commissioner for Ag-
riculture said though there 
were many areas of Agricul-

ture being practised by vari-
ous governments, corporate 
bodies and individuals alike, 
the state government had 
chosen areas where it has 
comparative advantage.

Apart from oil palm, the 
state has vigorously engaged 
in Cocoa development.

As part of its efforts to 
enhance cocoa value chain, 
the state government is pres-
ently engaging in a baseline 
data by registering c o c oa 
farmers in the state.

The state ac c ording to 
Azubuike had raised nurs-
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When a senator or a state 
governor is invited, the stan-
dard wait time is between 
three and five hours. They are 
accompanied to the podium 
with an entourage, as they 
banter with friends on the 
way to the high table, laughing 
uproariously, confusing their 
lack of tact with charm.

“Ladies and gentlemen, let 
us recognise the presence of 
the minister for…” the com-
pere will announce in the 
middle of the programme.

Or my personal favourite, 
“We have now been graced 
with the presence of the chief 
executive officer and manag-
ing director of Nigeria’s fore-
most oil and gas…”

Then things will be moved 
around, a 30-minute speech 
reduced to 10 minutes, lunch 
time compressed into 13 min-
utes rather than 30, and clos-
ing time extended by 30 min-
utes.

There used to be a time in 
this country when vanity was 
condemnable; now it is a way 
of life.

When I started out as a 
journalist and received an 
invitation for a conference 
that would start by 9:00am, 
I would leave my home two 
hours earlier to beat the noto-
rious Lagos traffic and arrive at 
the event at least 30 minutes 
before time. I always came off 

with the awkward feeling of 
someone who didn’t get the 
joke.

Experienced journalists 
have long known that the 
starting time on a given invi-
tation is to be treated as a sug-
gestion and many walk right 
in after the big man.

Tardiness has become so 
pervasive we’ve found a name 
for it. According to the online 
resource Wikipedia, African 
time is the perceived cultural 
tendency, in parts of Africa 
and the Caribbean, toward a 
more relaxed attitude to time.

It is sometimes used in a pe-
jorative sense, about tardiness 
in appointments, meetings 
and events. This also includes 
the more leisurely, relaxed, 
and less rigorously-scheduled 
lifestyle found in African 
countries, especially as op-
posed to the more clock-bound 
pace of daily life in Western 
countries.

At the re cent Nigerian 
Writers’ Award held in La-
gos, Waheed Ishola, director, 
National Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Lagos State, hinted on 
the need for keeping to time.

Anchoring on the Federal 
Government charge “Change 
Begins with Me” mantra, Isho-
la cautioned the organizers to 
take the issue of timing and 
punctuality very seriously, 
adding that there is nothing 

like African time. Many in 
government didn’t get the 
memo.

There is African time and 
there is a vain need to hold up 
an event just so your ego will 
be massaged.

However, some of these 
executive-types are extremely 
busy. Meetings are crammed 
into tight schedules, business 
management issues take a 
huge chunk of time, as well 
as managing crises from the 
domestic front – including 
the expectations from being a 
sugar daddy.

“Like any other working 
parent, my days consist of 
dropping the kids off at school, 
attending business meetings, 
providing support to my team, 
going to parent-teacher con-
ferences, helping with home-
work, cooking dinner and 
getting the kids ready for bed. 
With an already impossibly 
full day, there is little or no 
time left for me,” writes Leslie 
Snavely, a busy executive in 
the United States.

Yes, executives are busy, 
that’s how they get to be ex-
ecutives in the first place, but 
could you quietly sit down and 
not make a fuss when you ar-
rive at functions late?

The danger is that this is 
morphing into acceptable 
behaviour in the society. The 
big man is not expected to wait 

Of Nigeria’s ‘big men’ 
and craze for recognition

T
he convention hall 
was crowded with 
oil companies’ ex-
ecutives, eyes fixed 
on a projector board 

where graphs displayed oil 
reserves and the speaker dron-
ing on some new technology 
and all of a sudden…

“Before we proceed, may 
we recognise the presence of 
the Minister of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria…” the com-
pere interrupted.

And the presentation lost 
all energy.

One benefit of being a jour-
nalist in a mainstream media 
organisation is the opportu-
nity to observe closely Nige-
ria’s big men. Alright, perhaps 
‘benefit’ is not the right word 
because some of them are 
about as interesting as watch-
ing a phone charge.

Since many ride in wolf-
like packs with gun-toting, 
rabid-looking security aides 
harassing everything that 
moves, you have rare mo-
ments to bask in their human-
ity – or what’s left of it.

Oftentimes I get invitations 
to cover these events, espe-
cially in the oil and gas sector 
– where a coterie of Nigeria’s 
big men collect like flies on an 
excreta wearing their success 
with compelling arrogance.

These folks saunter into 
events three hours after it 
was billed to start even though 
they are scheduled to give the 
opening address, cut the rib-
bon to open an exhibition, or 
moderate a panel session.

At these events, there is a 
sense that the ball does not 
get rolling until the big man 
makes a grand entrance.

“We have spoken to his PA, 
the MD is on the way, and we 
have got assurances that the 
governor will make it soon,” 
the organisers tell impatient 
journalists.

And then when the big man 
arrives, even in the middle of 
an important presentation, 
everything is disrupted, half 
the front row will be cleared as 
the owners of the event form a 
welcome party who goes to es-
cort the big man into the hall.

As the big man enters, a 
drum roll accompanies every 
footstep as he strides into the 
hall or the fawning compere 
reels out his claim to fame 
while the long-suffering audi-
ence is compelled to clap and 
dream of the day a function 
would be held up on their 
account.

and it seems power now lies 
with the tardy.

Of course, there are times 
being late is as a result of 
circumstances beyond your 
control. Say a drunken driver 
rams into your vehicle or the 
president’s wife decides to 
make her hair within the city 
metropolis and police officers 
get instructions to close the 
road. You most likely will be 
late.

At other times, it could be 
from your own decision not to 
come early and have to hang 
around waiting for latecomers 
so you decide to come late and 
be the one they wait for, the 
one the usher has to lead to the 
front rows or have someone 
move to less desirable seat so 
the big man can sit comfort-
ably.

Let’s keep clapping till…
Nigerian comperes at offi-

cial functions often find it dif-
ficult to distinguish between 
social functions and corporate 
events and they end up im-
porting meaningless rituals 
into the agenda.

“Let’s give a continuous 
round of applause as Chief, 
Barrister…makes his way to 
the high table,” they will in-
tone, and the audience contin-
ues to clap ad infinitum.

I ’ ve  a l w ay s  w o n d e re d 
why the audience is told to 
keep clapping till the big man 
climbs the podium and before 
and after his bland speech 
which, often, is an unimagina-
tive rehash of everything said 
at a previous function only 
the day before. Long-suffering 
audiences are forced to clap till 
they are blue in the face.

The beauty of hand-clap-
ping is in its spontaneity, but 
since the Nigerian culture is 
one that cloyingly respects 
authority, it is often reduced 
to empty ritual.

Empty awards
It is the craze for recogni-

tion that sees politicians bereft 
of ideas go home with heaps 
of awards at media award 
ceremonies.

Within the last the 10 years, 
half the governors named as 
‘Man of the Year’ by various 
media houses in Nigeria have 
corruption cases pending in 
court.

These award ceremonies, 
some say, have just become 
another means to launder 
the images of failed adminis-
trators and earn income for 
the media organisations who 
institute these awards.

Nowadays, at both corporate and social events, the best gauge for measuring Nigeria’s ‘important men’ is by how late 
they arrive to a function. It’s all part of their unquenchable craze for recognition, writes ISAAC ANYAOGU



Akwa Ibom confronting youth unemployment 
through sports development
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ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, UYO

A
kwa Ibom State gov-
ernment is tackling 
the growing chal-
lenge of unemploy-
ment among youths 

and the urgent need for wealth 
creation in many ways. With a 
growing youthful population of 
pupils and students graduating 
from primary and secondary 
schools each year and many oth-
ers from institutions of higher 
learning, confronting youth un-
employment requires more than 
rocket science approach.

One of the ways the state 
government is confronting this 
hydra-headed issue is by investing 
in sports facilities across the state. 
It has built and plans to build and 
equip sporting centres in the 10 
federal constituencies of the state. 
Already, two of such centres have 
been completed and put to use in 
Uyo and Onna Local Government 
Areas of the state.

It is this thinking that when 
the youths are exposed to the best 
sporting facilities at an early age, 
“we give the wings to soar and 
the sky can only be the limit.’’ In 
today’s world, where sports men 
and women earning a good living 
from sporting activities, the busi-
ness of sports development as an 
avenue for wealth creation can no 
longer be taken lightly.

But sadly, Nigeria with a popu-
lation of over 160 million people 
with a very vibrant youthful seg-
ment has not been able to tap into 
the growing business of sports in 
the global circuit.  For instance, 
the country failed to qualify for 
the 2017 African Cup of Nations 
(AFCON) and cannot boast of in-
ternationally acclaimed athletes 
in many given fields.

One remembers with nostalgia 
the once popular national sports 
festival which used to serve as the 
breeding ground for the discovery 
of future athletes in the country, the 
All Africa games and many others 
that have taken back seat in the 
sporting calendar of the country. 

Apart from the winning laurels 
for the country, there are also 
huge potentials in the business 
side of sports development. From 
the provision of a peaceful atmo-
sphere for businesses to thrive 
to the various sporting facilities 
and equipment needed, sports 
development is in a big business 
should be fully developed.

It is against this backdrop that 
the first Akwa Ibom youth sports 
festival 2017 organised by the 
state government involving stu-
dents and pupils from the 31 local 
government areas of the state 
should be seen.

The festival, which also seeks 
to latch on the “Arise” philosophy 
of the state government by urging 
youths to rise to the faith of their 
greatness  beyond biases, gender 
and ethnicity, realising that one 
day “we shall be counted as great 
people of a great state with great 
minds,” is the first of its kind in 
the state.

Speaking to declare the week-
long festival open, Governor 
Udom Emmanuel who is spear-
heading the new momentum of 
sports development in the state 
said the business side of sports is 

Athletes at the sports festival

a goldmine that has yet to be fully 
developed.                                  

“So, beyond the story of this 
festival, our youths should be 
launched to the glory of the mon-
ey-spinning venture of sports. We 
know that the secret of the Lionel 
Messis, the Christiano Ronaldos, 
the Serena Willaims, the Usain 
Bolts and other world stars, is 
hidden, first and foremost, in early 
exposure to world-class facilities 
particularly at an early age. So, 
this catch-them-young initiative 
is well situated,” Emmanuel said.  

According to the governor, no 
matter one’s “background, this 
competition should be regarded as 

a common ground for all to spring 
and bring fame to your family, and 
pride to your State,” adding that 
by the time we finish “our golden 
blueprint in sports for Akwa Ibom 
State, I wonder which team that 
will be constituted in any sports 
in Nigeria that the first five to be 
invited to camp will not be Akwa 
Ibom children.

“Yes, that is not impossible. It 
is a fruit we will not just pluck 
or pick by mere wishful think-
ing,  we are planting the seeds 
on fertile grounds today, we will 
water the tree tomorrow, and 
with God, we will reap the fruits 
in the future. Your attitude will 

either hasten the ripening process 
of that cherished fruit or render 
the harvest incomplete.”

Going further to give advice 
to the youth, the governor added 
that “Sport thrives on high level 
of discipline. Any athlete who is 
only well-behaved during com-
petitions, and misbehaves in 
private life may not go far in the 
business. Maintain a high level of 
discipline at all times, and always 
reflect the true Akwa Ibom spirit 
of hard work, leadership, perse-
verance, dedication, excellence 
and winning. That way, you will 
flourish in your career especially 
at moments where sheer human 

will and desire overcome all odds. 
And always remember that we 
always make history; we do not 
run away from history.”

This remarkable initiative by 
the state government did not fail 
to attract the attention of the Fed-
eral Government as Solomon Da-
lung, the minister of sports, who 
was present at the opening of the 
youth sports festival pledged that 
the Federal Government would 
support the Akwa Ibom State in its 
renewed efforts to develop sports 
and discover talents saying that 
there is the need to bring back 
grassroots sports.

“We need to bring back grass-
roots sports development, we 
must adopt bottom-to-top ap-
proach in sports development,” 
he said.

Dalung used the opportunity 
to announce the readiness of the 
Federal Government to organise 
the national sports festival as part 
of efforts to encourage sports de-
velopment in the country and to 
give youths the avenue to develop 
their talents.

Indeed youth unemployment 
is one of the major issues that 
should be addressed. The use of 
sports not only to discover talents 
but to be a platform for engag-
ing the youths on productive 
ventures should be supported 
by public spirited individuals as 
well.  With the faces of the young 
athletes taking part in the festi-
val beaming and glittering with 
smiles, the sports festival is indeed 
an innovative attempt to use 
sports in addressing the growing 
menace of youth unemployment 
and if it is sustained, it would go a 
long way in providing a conducive 
atmosphere for the industrial 
development of Akwa Ibom State.
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Governor Emmanuel (middle) during the sports festival



What does El-Rufai want?

F
or many Nigerians, 
particularly loyal-
ists of President Mu-
hammadu Buhari 
and the leadership of 

the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), the recent memo by 
Governor Nasir El-Rufai of 
Kaduna State to President Mu-
hammadu Buhari may have 
confused them of the gover-
nor’s loyalty to the chief oc-
cupant of the Aso Rock Villa.

Before the recent develop-
ments, the talk in town was 
that President Buhari may be 
preparing to hand over power 
to El-Rufai, since both are of 
the Fulani stock.

El-Rufa, who had in the 
past tongue-lashed critics of 
President Buhari and of his 
style of leadership, made a 
volte face recently, dragging 
the president to the classroom 
for a lecture in governance.

The governor had also re-
cently pooh-poohed the in-
sinuation in the public sphere 
that he was a member of the 
cabal, believed to be holding 
the president hostage.

The former Minister of 
Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
used the auspicious occasion 
of his parley with editors in 
Kaduna to clear the air about 
the limit of his closeness to the 
President. He said that despite 
his closeness to President Bu-
hari, he was not part of the 
cabal, who influenced things 
in the Villa.

“I am too busy addressing 
Kaduna problems to be part 
of it. When I am called for an 
opinion or when I happen to 
be around, and I have an input 
or if I see something going se-
riously wrong; I drive and go 
and see Mr. President I have 
heard A, B, C, D.

“My primary assignment 
is Kaduna. I am not involved 
in the Federal Government. 
People like to say and attribute 
so much to me, and sometimes 
it is good for me, it gives me 
a larger than life image. Is 
there a cabal? I am too busy 
addressing Kaduna problems 
to be part of it. There is always 
a cabal. Am I a member of 
the cabal? No, I am governor 
of Kaduna State; I work for 
Kaduna state 24/7”, he said at 
the meeting.  

It would be recalled that 
early in the life of the APC-
led government, El-Rufai was 
a prince as he quickly gained 
prominence; stepping on the 
toes of those who are con-
stitutionally powerful than 
himself, riding on his closeness 

America.
Now, in his latest move, he 

has picked on the President 
through a memo said to have 
been released to the public 
few days after the President 
arrived from London, UK, 
where he spent 50 days on a 
medical expedition.

Actually, the memo was 
said to have been written on 
September 22, 2016, but only 
went viral two weeks ago. In 
the missive, El-Rufai took the 
game to the President, detail-
ing his observed leadership 
deficiencies in the President 
and telling him pointblank to 
take charge of the country and 
the APC. The wordings of the 
letter were in tandem with the 
controversial advice earlier 
given by Aisha the First Lady 
to her husband.  

El-Rufai in the memo had 
set new agendas for the Presi-
dent bordering on: ambassado-
rial nominees; restructuring of 
the APC; regular dinner with 
APC governors and appoint-
ment of experienced political 
adviser, and recommended 
Audu Ogbeh. He also advised 
the president to engage con-
structively with the Nige-
rian Judicial Council (NJC) 
to impose quick sanctions on 
clearly erring judges; initiate 
sale of expired OMLs to India 
and China to raise at least 
$20billion to add to the foreign 
reserves; consider the privati-
sation of other non-productive 
or potentially valuable assets 
like NIPP, Ajaokuta Steel and 
ltakpe Iron Ore, the balance of 
shares in Gencos and Discos, 

President Buhari (r), and El-Rufai
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to President Buhari.   
H e  t h r e w  h i s  w e i g h t 

around so much that he got 
a sobriquet “unofficial vice 
president.” El Rufai engaged 
in a face-off with Yemi Osin-
bajo, vice President of Nigeria 
in a meeting presided over by 
President Buhari and report-
edly used “rude” words on 
Osinbajo, who, in annoyance, 
told him off and walked out of 
the meeting.

Extending his new politi-
cal audacity, El-Rufai, while 
responding to earlier allega-
tion in November 2016, said 
Atiku Abubakar, a former vice 
president of Nigeria who also 
happens to be a chieftain of his 
party, the APC, has a record 
of spewing outright lies and 
innuendo against his person.

“As we struggle to build a 
law-abiding society and se-
cure progressive outcomes for 
our people, we cannot allow 
the triumph on these shores 
of those who will have us 
move to a post-factual world,” 
the governor said, adding that 
not even Abubakar’s expertise 
“in the dark arts of damaging 
other people through a cam-
paign of lies from him and his 
media machine” is capable of 
returning the country to its 
past.

He said contrary to the as-
sertions of Atiku who alleged 
that he attempted to offer 
him Transcorp shares during 
the presidency of Olusegun 
Obasanjo, he had nothing to 
do with the incorporation of 
Transcorp, and dared Atiku 
to visit the United States of 

refineries and depots to raise 
revenues and achieve efficien-
cies; accelerate TIN registra-
tion to double the number of 
tax payers to at least 10 million 
in 2017 and reduce the levels 
of personal and corporate in-
come tax, while effecting an 
increase of the rate for value 
added tax, among others. He 
pointedly told the president 
that the nation’s economy was 
worse today than the APC 
government met it.  

Many Nigerians are of the 
view that El-Rufai’s memo to 
the President confirmed their 
position that APC leaders 
knew from the very beginning 
that the nation’s current eco-
nomic woes were a result of 
the decisions and indecisions 
of the present government, 
despite heaping the blame on 
the immediate past adminis-
tration of President Goodluck 
Jonathan.  

In defence of the President 
who is yet to personally re-
spond to the memo, Tijjani 
Ramalan, the Kaduna APC 
Caucus’s chairman, lashed out 
at El-Rufai, accusing him of 
hypocrisy by asking President 
Buhari to do what he was not 
doing in Kaduna State.

“Most stakeholders and 
members are feeling used 
and dumped and lack of con-
sultations in decision-making 
processes as it affects the party 
at the local, state and national 
levels. Your message was re-
ceived with mixed reactions 
by Nigerians, some called that 
action an uncommon courage 
by you, in the same light, some 

of us have been worried about 
the way our state has been 
handled since you assumed 
office and it is said that ‘char-
ity begins at home’. Most of the 
concerns raised in your memo 
are actually the very same 
concerns that some, if not 
most stakeholders in Kaduna, 
have over your leadership,” 
Ramalan wrote.

However, a public analyst 
said: “The gentleman approach 
with which President Buhari 
handled the missive from 
Mallam El-Rufai is a hallmark 
of tolerance for dissenting 
opinions, and this will doubt-
lessly deepen our democracy. 
In other words he has raised 
the bar for other leaders to 
emulate and Nigerians have a 
duty to always insist that lead-
ers at different levels toe the 
same line as President Buhari.”

But insider sources say 
that the last may not have 
been heard about the memo 
as they claim that the Presi-
dent is extremely displeased 
with the development. Only 
time will tell what will be the 
consequence on the writer 
and how that would help the 
governor’s political future, 
beginning from 2019.

El-Rufai is a former direc-
tor-general of the Bureau of 
Public Enterprises (BPE), for-
mer Minister of the Federal 
Capital Territory, Abuja from 
16 July 2003 to 29 May 2007. 
He was elected governor of 
Kaduna State during the 2015 
general election.

E L- R u f a i  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Daudawa of Faskari Local 
Government Area in Kat-
sina State. He was sponsored 
throughout his schooling days 
by an uncle in Kaduna, after 
losing his father to death at 
the age of 8.  

He went off to Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria, earn-
ing a Bachelor degree in Quan-
tity Surveying with First Class 
Honours. He also attended 
post-graduate programmes 
at Harvard Business School 
and Georgetown University. 
Since leaving public service, 
El-Rufai has completed an 
LL.B degree from the Univer-
sity of London, graduating 
in August 2008 with Second 
Class Honors, Upper Divi-
sion, and a master’s degree in 
Public Administration from 
the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government, Harvard Uni-
versity in June 2009. He also 
received the Kennedy School 
Certificate in Public Policy and 
Management having spent 11 
months as an Edward A. Ma-
son Fellow in Public Policy and 
Management from July 2008 
to June 2009.

ZEBULON AGOMUO
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Wike vs Ortom: Another 
verbal war of two governors

S
oon after the verbal 
warfare that raged 
between Governors 
Rochas Okorocha of 
Imo State and Willie 

Obiano of Anambra State sub-
sided, two other governors 
have taken the airwaves to 
accuse each other of causing 
instability in their respective 
states.

The p olity sho ok s ome 
days back when Governor 
Nyesom Wike of Rivers State 
called for declaration of state 
of emergency in Benue State 
over the mass killings by 
suspected herdsmen. Next, 
he gave detailed explana-
tions why he made the call. 
Governor Samuel Ortom of 
Benue State wasted no time 
to fire back.

The interesting thing about 
the verbal warfare is that the 
wars are being spearheaded 
by their chief press secretar-
ies – Simeon Nwakauda for 
Wike and Terve Akase for 
Ortom. The press bullets are 
loaded with inside details of 
each state.

Incidentally, each press sec-
retary worked for many years 
in the other’s state. Wike’s 
aide, Nwakauda, started his 
journalism career in Benue 
and represented The Guard-
ian for years before joining 
Wike when he was minister 
of state for education. On the 
other hand, Akase worked in 
Rivers State from Enugu post-
ing for many years with the 
Federal Radio Corporation of 
Nigeria (FRCN). He rose to be 
chairman of the Correspon-
dents Chapel of the Nigeria 
Union of Journalists in Rivers 
State before going to Abuja 
and, shortly after, was picked 
as Ortom’s media chief. Each 
seems to bring his wealth of 
experience and knowledge of 
the politics of the opponent-
governor’s home state into 
the verbal war.

Wike fires the first salvo
Addressing the University 

of Port Harcourt Governing 
Council at the Government 
House, Port Harcourt, during 
a courtesy visit on Thursday, 
Governor Wike called for the 

of Benue State was amongst 
the APC governors who plot-
ted for the declaration of state 
of emergency in the state. 

“ When the problem of 
insecurity started here in 
Rivers State, instead of join-
ing hands to proffer solutions, 
they politicised it. Unless all 
those at the forefront of the 
plot against the state repent, 
this insecurity will visit them 
one after the other. As a result 
of the politicisation of secu-
rity by APC governors, today, 
insecurity has been exported 
to several parts of the coun-
try,” Wike said in a statement 
issued by Nwakaudu.

Ortom fires back
Writing back through his 

own media aide, Akase, Or-
tom said, “We read in the 
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declaration of a State of Emer-
gency in Benue State, alleging 
that Governor Ortom has lost 
control and lacked the capac-
ity to stand up for his  people.

In the presence of a promi-
nent Benue son and academic, 
Mvendaga Jibo, a professor 
and onetime editor of Kadu-

na-based the New Nigerian 
Newspapers (NNN), the Riv-
ers governor alleged that 
Ortom was in the league of 
APC governors who plotted 
a state of emergency against 
Rivers State when the state 
had security challenges.

“Benue governor has lost 

control. That is why there is 
an immediate need to declare 
a state of emergency for the 
restoration of security and 
protection of the people. 

“If you are from Benue 
State, I apologise. But when 
Rivers State had security 
challenges, Governor Ortom 

Okezie Ikpeazu

Governor Wike

“When the problem of insecurity started here in Rivers State, 
instead of joining hands to proffer solutions, they politicised it. 

Unless all those at the forefront of the plot against the state repent, 
this insecurity will visit them one after the other. As a result of the 

politicisation of security by APC governors, today, insecurity has 
been exported to several parts of the country”
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Governor Ortor

Rivers is the only state in the country 
at the moment where youths corps 

members can no longer take part in the 
conduct of elections. It is on record that 
Governor Wike recently warned every 

corps member posted to his state for 
elections to write their wills before ac-

cepting the responsibility

press today a report cred-
ited to Rivers State governor, 
Nyesom Wike, calling for a 
declaration of a state of emer-
gency in Benue State. He said 
his call was based on the cur-
rent security situation in the 
state. Governor Wike who is 
expected to know the powers 
and limits of a state governor 
with regard to security mat-
ters, without any provoca-
tion whatsoever, attacked 
his counterpart, Governor 
Samuel Ortom, over his han-
dling of unfortunate security 
developments in Benue State.

“If indeed he granted the 
interview in the manner 
reported in the newspaper, 
Governor Wike’s jaundiced 
and reckless utterances dem-
onstrate a gradual failure of 
his mental state as a result of 
probable demonic influence. 
What he needs, therefore, 
is urgent medical examina-
tion and treatment as well 
as prayer of deliverance. His 
call which implies the dis-
mantling of democracy struc-
tures and military takeover in 
Benue State has exposed him 
as a man who does not believe 
in civil rule. He has thus lost 
the basis of being a democrati-
cally elected governor.

“This is the second time that 
Governor Wike has launched 
unwarranted attacks on the 
person and office of Gover-
nor Ortom since he (Ortom) 
travelled with his colleagues, 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) governors, to Port Har-
court in December 2016 to 
campaign for APC candidates 
in the Rivers re-run National 
Assembly election. The APC 
won in key areas where Wike 
had declared war before the 
polls and he obviously has not 
forgiven the APC governors, 
particularly Governor Ortom.

“Perhaps Governor Wike 
needs to be educated on the ef-
forts his counterpart in Benue 
has made to ensure security 
in Benue State. Governor Or-
tom was the first to declare 
amnesty to armed youths in 
his inaugural speech on 29th 
May, 2015. The disarmament 
programme resulted in the 
recovery of over 600 arms 
and ammunition with about 
800 youths embracing the 
amnesty initiative.

“Governor Ortom has made 
sustained efforts to promote 
peace between farmers and 
herdsmen as well as deepen-
ing inter-state peace-building 
efforts with Taraba and Na-
sarawa States. The governor’s 
contacts with the Presidency, 
Chief of Army Staff and In-
sp e ctor General of Polic e 
resulted in the deployment of 
troops to curb the herders and 
farmers crisis in Agatu, Tarka, 
Makurdi, Logo, Buruku, Guma 

and Gboko local government 
areas. 

“He has purchased patrol 
vehicles for police and other 
security agencies and pre-
vailed on the military au-
thorities to establish a special 
brigade to fight the invasion 
of Benue communities.

“The governor has inaugu-
rated security committees at 
the state, local government, 
ward and kindred levels to 
tackle security challenges at 
each of those levels.

“Governor Ortom has con-
sistently been advocating the 
establishment of ranches as 
a permanent solution to end 
the clashes between farmers 
and herdsmen and has con-
sequently sent an executive 
bill on anti-open grazing pro-
hibition and establishment of 
ranches bill to the State House 
of Assembly. Public hearings 
on the bill are ongoing in the 
three senatorial districts of 
the state. 

“When armed herdsmen 
invaded Buruku and Gboko 
local government areas last 
week, the governor visited 

promptly. He ensured the im-
mediate exit of the attackers 
from the area. His efforts have 
led to the rescue of people, 
especially children, from kid-
nappers and he has provided 
support for the Civilian Joint 
Task Force and the vigilante 
groups in the state to comple-
ment the efforts of conven-
tional security agencies.

“Following Governor Or-
tom’s visit to Zaki-Biam on 
Tuesday (March 21, 2017) this 
week and the quick action 
he took, security has been 
beefed up to restore peace 
in the affected areas. Arrests 
of some suspects have also 
been made, besides assistance 
given to victims to access 
sustained and better medical 
attention.”

See your Rivers
Ortom’s media aide took 

a swipe at the Rivers State 
governors, painting sordid 
pictures of widespread inse-
curity in the state.

The statement said: “There 
are reports that over 400 
people believed to be mostly 
members of the All Progres-

sives Congress (APC) have 
been killed, with some be-
headed in Omoku community 
and its environs in Ogba/Eg-
bema/Ndoni local govern-
ment area of Rivers State by 
cultists that were recruited 
and armed by Governor Nye-
som Wike and the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP).

“During the December 10, 
2016 re-run election in Riv-
ers State, a police officer, DSP 
Alkali, was beheaded and his 
driver shot dead and buried 
in a shallow grave at Ij ij i 
community in Ogba/Egbema/
Ndoni LGA. As we speak, no 
fewer than 200 people have 
been killed and several com-
munities destroyed in Ogoni 
area of Rivers State by cultists 
who were reportedly armed 
by Wike and the PDP.

“In 2016, Wike organised 
a m n e s t y  p ro g ra m m e  fo r 
known cultists in the state, 
but deliberately refused to 
recover arms and other dan-
gerous weapons from cultists 
in Ogoni with the hope of us-
ing them for the December 10, 
2016 election, which the PDP 
lost in Ogoniland. So, after 
the elections, the cultists now 
turned the guns against their 
fellow Ogoni brothers, killing 
and maiming on daily basis.

“Recall that the report of 
the joint panel set up by the 
Inspector-General of Police 
to investigate the violence 
during the D e c emb er 10, 
2016 re-run election indicted 
Governor Wike for his role in 
the attack and harassment of 
electoral officers who refused 
to do his bidding during the 
election. No fewer than 23 
officials of INEC, who were 
bribed by Governor Wike to 
rig the polls for the PDP, are 

currently standing trial at the 
Federal High Court in Abuja.

“Before the December 10, 
2016 re-run election, Gover-
nor Wike was caught on tape 
threatening to kill officials of 
INEC who refused to rig the 
election in favour of his party.

“Late last year, Governor 
Wike prevented operatives 
of the DSS from effecting the 
arrest of Federal High Court 
judges who were accused of 
corruption. 

“Governor Wike has also 
openly identified with mili-
tants and as we speak, no 
fewer than six known mili-
tants are either members 
of the Rivers State House of 
Assembly or chairmen of lo-
cal government councils in 
Rivers State.

“For a man who presides 
over a state where thugs reign 
supreme, terrorizing innocent 
people in all local government 
areas of the state, Governor 
Wike clearly lacks moral jus-
tification to point accusing 
finger at Governor Ortom.

“Rivers is the only state in 
the country at the moment 
where youths corps members 
can no longer take part in the 
conduct of elections. It is on 
record that Governor Wike 
recently warned every corps 
member posted to his state 
for elections to write their 
wills before accepting the 
responsibility. Allegations 
that a corps member was mur-
dered in Ahoada on his orders 
are rife. He therefore has no 
reason to call for emergency 
rule in another state. If state 
of emergency is to be declared 
in any state of the federation, 
that state is Nyesom Wike’s 
Rivers.

“His blatant disregard for 
the rule of law is known to all. 
That’s one unique difference 
between him and Governor 
Ortom. While the Rivers 
governor takes pleasure in 
bloodbath, Governor Ortom 
is a peace-loving leader who 
employs dialogue and other 
conflict resolution approach-
es to end crisis in his state.

“Governor Wike’s call for 
emergency rule is therefore 
not only diversionary but 
also devoid of any shred of 
reasoning befitting the sta-
tus of a man trusted with 
the responsibility of leading 
a state. We advise the em-
battled governor to face the 
numerous charges of election 
fraud, rigging and violence 
levelled against him by Rivers 
people and leave Benue State 
alone. Benue is currently in 
the hands of a God-fearing 
governor who is working tire-
lessly to guarantee the safety 
of lives and property.”

The last may not have been 
last of this verbal warfare.



InsIde Aso Rock

With ElizabEth archibong
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ing of sabotage or having any 
funny ideas, i gathered that the 
meeting was to sieve out the 
most important memos for the 
main FEc meeting rather than 
allow the council deliberate on 
every single memo dropped. So, 
a few ministers met with the 
Vice President and picked out 
key memos that had a sense of 
urgency and probably by a con-
sensus presented those for dis-
cussions at the meeting. i know 
you are about to ask who gave 
the orders for that to be done, 
it is no big deal, whether it was 
the President or the Vice, most 
important thing is that the meet-
ing started at 11 am and ended 
at about 1:15 pm or thereabout. 
right after the meeting, some 
ministers proceeded to the VP’s 
office again for another meeting 
before coming to brief the press.

Without meaning to sound 
like an alarmist, i think the 
President took things really 
easy and slow for the most part 
of the week. i think it is a good 
thing. or don’t you? besides the 
FEc meeting, i can say the

President had security brief-
ings on tuesday and on Friday 
and that was it. tuesday was 
for the chiefs army and air 
Staff while Friday was for the 
inspector general of Police.

again, the aso rock wit-
nessed the same trickling in 
of visitors and meetings like it 
recorded last week. Previously, 
the State house was a beehive 
of activities, you barely could 
catch your breath before the 
next. i am still wondering what 
happened to all that. on the 
other hand, people have raised 
the issue of the VP continuing 
to run the show the way he did 
when the president was away, 
albeit for both of them, and i 
think i agree. in my own opin-
ion, more assignments should 
be delegated to the VP since we 
cannot have an acting president 
and a president. We all know 
the President still needs some 
more time to rest.

Meanwhile, on thursday, 
the chief of Staff to the Presi-
dent, abba Kyari presided over 
some meetings on thursday as 
the President couldn’t sit over 
them. one of such meetings 
was the niger Delta

Stakeholders’ meeting to 
discuss economic recovery and 
the development of agriculture 
in different states of the region. 
the chief of Staff was not 
able to sit through the niger 
Delta meeting as he also had 
to receive an envoy from the 
Moroccan government.

after calling for the resignation 
or sack of the customs chief. We 
know there is no way he will 
resign and you are thinking 
the President will sack him? ok, 
think again.

before we could catch our 
breath from the uniform drama, 
the Senate ad-hoc committee 
on Mounting humanitarian 
crisis in the north East, decided 
to re-invite the Secretary to the 
government babachir lawal to 
answer questions on the alleged 
grass cutting fraud. You remem-
ber that issue of cutting grass in 
an internally Displaced camp 
with about 2 billion naira? the 
SgF turned down their invita-
tion and ran to court.

an apparent slap on the 
legislative arm of government! 
the thing is, while not encour-
aging the legislature to harass 
members of the executives, the 
executive cannot and should 
not slight the other arm of 
government. in fact, what hap-
pened to a good working rela-
tionship between the two? if it 
ever existed. to me, this clearly 
looks like a fight for supremacy.

Well, after the public outcry, 
Mr. bD as he is fondly called by 
his cabinet colleagues made a 
U-turn and asked for a new date 
to appear for the public hearing.

i am beginning to think all 
these dramas by members of 
the President’s cabinet may add 
to his worry and wear an al-
ready weary man down. Don’t 
you agree? i can also imagine 
that he is still contemplating 
on what to do with Magu who 
is still sitting put as acting 
chairman of the EFcc. You 
see? there’s too much on his 
plate already.

Meanwhile, through the 
week, the corridors of power 
wore the same quiet atmo-
sphere like it did in the first 
week of the President’s return. 
Vice President Yemi osinbajo 
who had events every day, kind 
of recoiled into his shell and 
took it easy too.

the quiet atmosphere that 
returned to the aso rock, for 
two weeks now is becoming a 
tad disturbing.

i gathered the President was 
hardly in the office and spent 
a few hours when he eventu-
ally came in, it was difficult to 
actually ascertain if he was in 
the office as they continued to 
dazzle me with the presence 
of the ambulance. he is taking 
things real easy though and just 
maybe it is a good thing.

So on Wednesday, i was 
shocked, when i arrived the 
Villa expecting to see convoys 
conveying ministers arriving 
for the weekly Federal Execu-
tive council meeting only to see 
a few cars parked outside. i

wondered aloud if the coun-
cil meeting had been postponed 
without any information. it 
turned out that a pre-FEc meet-
ing was held at the Vice Presi-
dent’s office before that of the 
council.

before you go off think-

Too much drama for 
the President to handle

i 
am short of words that will 
best describe the past week 
and its increased controver-
sies, most of which were 

carried over from previous 
incidents, all fighting for his 
attention alongside matters 
of state.

the customs boss’ uniform 
saga with Senators, the Sec-
retary to the government’s 
grasscutter-gate and the second 
rejection of ibrahim Magu’s 
nomination as head of the 
Economic and Financial crimes

commission dominated the 
media space and the airwaves 
in the aso rock too. Staff and 
journalists alike became ana-
lysts as we all tried to under-
stand how some seemingly 
simple issues turned out to be-
come so complicated.

Workers resumed on Mon-
day only to find that the se-
curity system that allows you 
clock in with your Villa pass 
had now been fully activated.

the systems had been in-
stalled for a while now but not 
operational. it was a chaotic day 
as staff or appointees whose 
tags had not been activated 
were barred from gaining ac-
cess and had to return to the 
gate where the computer geeks 
made that happen.

on tuesday, just as journal-
ists stood debating the issue 
of the comptroller-general of 
customs who has stubbornly 
refused to wear his uniform to 
appear before the Senate, like 
someone straight out of a

Movie world, he walked 
through the corridor heading 
to the mosque. You can imagine 
the excitement as we all waited 
in anticipation to grill him.

after praying, he made to 
escape through the President’s 
ceremonial gate just to avoid 
speaking to waiting journalists 
but we won’t be out-maneu-
vered on our turf. We ran after 
him and caught up with him. 
the question asked was if he 
would finally be laying this mat-
ter to rest by appearing before 
the lawmakers the next day 
in his uniform? Safe to say you 
now know how that turned out.

What is in a uniform any-
way that you will refuse to 
wear it? on the other hand, 
what is in it for the Senate 
whether he is clad in his boxers 
or the customs uniform and still 
gets the job done? the debate 
dominated the media space 
throughout the week. For all it 
is worth, the end of it showed 
how not to fight dirty until you 
put your house in order.

the tables turned on Senate 
President bukola Saraki who 
was said to have imported a 
bulletproof range rover Sports 
Utility Vehicle without the 
right custom papers. his lackey 
Dino Melaye, who was champi-
oning the cause to get the cus-
toms boss appear in Senate in 
uniform, wasn’t spared either. 
Whatever happened, the rest 
of the week saw them fighting 
to defend themselves and that is 
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D
eputy Senate Presi-
dent, ike Ekwer-
emadu, has long 
engaged issues of 
fiscal federalism, 

devolution of power and equi-
table allocation of recourses to 
the federating units, which are 
the States and, by extension, 
the local government councils 
in nigeria’s current system of 
governance.

he has trumpeted these 
issues at any opportune mo-
ments, even on the floor of the 
national assembly, where he 
has served as the deputy head 
of the Senate for the past nine 
years and 10 months.

however, he expanded the 
scope of his national discourse 
lately, by advocating a mini-
mum wage of n50,000, the 
scrapping of security votes, and 
devolving the fight against cor-
ruption, and the instruments 
for its crusade to the states.

Ekweremadu, delivering 
the 4th national Public Service 
lecture of the University of 
ibadan alumni association, 
captioned: “Federalism and the 
legal Framework for combat-
ing corruption in nigeria,” had 
a potpourri of advocacies, ap-

curity schemes, State prisons, 
true economic reforms and 
public participation in the anti-
corruption war.”

reeling out figures, Ekwer-
emadu is sad that only Kano 
State currently has a state 
agency to fight corruption - the 
Kano State Public complaint 
and anti-corruption commis-
sion, which, he said, should be 
emulated, and urgently too, “if 
we must make a headway in 
the war against graft.”

he also roots for establish-
ment of a code of conduct 
bureau in the states with a 
code of conduct tribunal, to 
handle cases of civil servants in 
the states and local government 
councils.

“besides setting up such 
agencies, there is also the need 
for the states to domesticate 
auxiliary federal laws such as 
the administration of crimi-
nal Justice act (acJa), Fiscal 
responsibility act, among 
others, to help curb corruption,” 
he said, noting that rivers, oyo, 
anambra, Enugu, Ekiti, lagos, 
and ondo were the only states 
that have adopted the acJa.

highlighting the disparity 
between the minimum wage 
and security votes, and a pos-
sible linkage to corruption 
thereof, Ekweremadu said 

and private sectors, we must 
all embark on individual soul 
searching from the highest to 
the lowest rung of the social-
economic strata.” that’s the 
essence of the government 
anti-corruption slogan, “it be-
gins with me.”

Some people might argue 
that there is nothing new about 
these suggestions, as nigerians 
have always known the prob-
lems bedevilling the nation, 
only that the leaders had never 
mustered the political will to 
confront them.

but there is a contrast. Sena-
tor Ekweremadu is no ordinary 
voice in the legislature, being 
the Deputy Senate President 
and co-chair of the national 
assembly committees on the 
amendment of the 1999 con-
stitution (as amended). and 
most of the issues he raised in 
his lecture are traceable to the 
constitution, which, until some 
recent minor amendments, 
was entirely the handiwork of 
the Military in 1999, and before 
then in 1979.

this is responsible for the 
lopsidedness in the system, 
with the result that some 
zones have more states, and 
some states have more local 
government councils than 
others, and thus more re-
sources allocated to them 
from the common pool in the 
Federation account.

hence, the endless call 
for resource control or fis-
cal federalism, where states 
can explore and exploit the 
mineral resources or other 
endowments in their areas, 
and pay royalties and/or taxes 
to the Federal government, 
which, ironically, corners the 
bulk of the allocations in order 
to service the burgeoning 
duties imposed on it by the 
constitution (under the Ex-
clusive legislative list, Second 
Schedule, Part i).

it calls for a holistic overhaul 
of the constitution, to meet the 
yearning and aspirations of the 
peoples of nigeria, who will 
truly own the document and 
proclaim, “We the People of the 
Federal republic of nigeria,... 
Do hErEbY MaKE, Enact 
anD giVE to oUrSElVES the 
following constitution.”

nonetheless, we shouldn’t 
be distracted from the thrust 
of Ekweremadu’s solicitations, 
which is the fight against cor-
ruption, and the presence of the 
major anti-corruption agen-
cies - independent corrupt 
Practices commission (icPc) 
and Economic and Financial 
crimes commission (EFcc) - in 
the entire country, and not just 
a few zonal and state offices, 
to avoid rendering the fight 
“ineffective.”

Ehichioya Ezomon

Ekweremadu’s treatise on 
anti-corruption, other issues

Ike ekweremadu

???

pearing to cover all the conten-
tious areas in the polity and in 
the constitution of the Federal 
republic, which concentrates 
overwhelming powers in the 
central government in abuja. 
a reading of his submissions 
bears this out.

according to him: “nigeria 
being a federation, the war 
against corruption must itself 
be devolved, and federalised, 
not centralised as is currently 
the case.

“to this end, i wish to make 
the following suggestions: De-
centralisation of federal anti-
corruption agencies, establish-
ment of State anti-corruption 
agencies, domestication of 
anti-graft laws, enthronement 
of fiscal federalism, decentral-
ized policing, establishment 
of State orientation agencies, 
State social intervention/se-

while the minimum wage is 
n18,000, “some state governors 
and executives could pocket as 
much as n2 billion under the 
cover of security vote.”

“When a man, who earns 
n18,000, cannot buy a bag 
of rice, how then can such a 
person take care of his family? 
Does it make sense to him if you 
tell him not to find alternative 
means of catering to the needs 
of his family?”

not done, he asked: “is it 
not also possible to abolish the 
Security Vote and replace it 
with contingency Vote so it 
can be appropriated and ac-
counted for?”

as a parting shot, Ekwer-
emadu called for a far-reaching 
and in-depth reorientation, 
observing that, “while it is 
easy to point accusing fingers 
at the governing elite in public 

* Ezomon, journalist and 
media consultant, writes from 
Lagos, Nigeria.
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It has become fashionable for Nigerians to 
attribute whatever they do to God, even 
the mundane things. Even when a man 

is caught pant down with another man’s 
wife, he says he is under divine instruction 
to do so. When former president Olusegun 
Obasanjo had even concluded plans to seek 
re-election in 2003, he still Nigerians that he 
was consulting with God. 

At various times, politicians, who in 
the eyes of some Nigerians are the greatest 

Consistently, the Muhammadu Buhari 
administration and the APC-controlled 
government have been increasingly 

unpopular. The current administration is do-
ing many things wrongly; yet, it does not care 
whatever anybody says. 

It is an administration that is divided against 
itself. The faulty step that was put out since in-
ception is yet to be corrected; if anything, many 
more wrong steps are being taken. The bitter 
war between the Executive and the Legislature 
is escalating. 

The latest faceoff between the Senate and 
the Comptroller-General of the Customs, Ha-
meed Ibrahim Ali is being aggravated by Aso 
Rock. Recall that Ali, had appeared before the 
Senate recently over the new Custom duty on 
old vehicles and was walked out by senators 
for his refusal to appear in full Customs regalia 

T
he law does not condemn anyone 
on the basis of suspicion, despite 
media trial and public condemna-
tion. This is why the Federal Gov-

ernment decided to drag to court Andrew 
Yakubu, a former group managing director 
of the Nigerian National Petroleum Corpo-
ration (NNPC) in whose house in Kaduna 
a humongous amount of money was dis-
covered and recovered by the operatives 
of Economic and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC). 

Yakubu was said to have converted his 
abandoned building into a safe which he 
considered more honourable than using a 
farm land or septic tank or even soak away 
as many of his ilk. For the sake of his fun-
damental human rights, the court where 
he was arraigned last Tuesday granted him 
bail to the tune of N300million and two 
sureties in like sum. The man was being 
detained at Kuje Prison before the bail bond 
was read out to him. 

Well, it is expected that N300million 
would not stress Yakubu. If a man could 
keep N7.8billion in one house, chances 

Is Sheriff also among the prophets?

What a government!

Mega theft, mega bail

Nigeria returns to slow mode

Troubled minds

T
hose who made a bone of the 
vibrancy that was brought to gov-
ernance at the federal level when 
Professor Yemi Osinbajo presided 

as an acting president must be real enemies of 
this country. 

Needless to list the blessings of that short 
era, but now that Baba is back, it appears that 

Nigerians last Sunday evening were 
shocked by the news of a young man 
who committed suicide by plunging 

into the Lagoon in Lagos. 
He was said to have left the church service 

that afternoon and decided to end his life 
tragically. Many people wondered what must 
have driven him into that perdition. Those 
who knew him said he was a troubled mind 
and that they were not surprised at the ugly 
development. 

There are many troubled minds walking 
the streets of Nigeria. Apart from those who 
have health issues, many others are at various 
stages of insanity, occasioned by many years 
of deprivation by successive governments in 
the country. Ours is a country where govern-
ment has since abdicated its responsibility, 
which has pushed citizens to the brink. Here 
is a country where the greater part of annual 
budgets end up in private accounts, leaving 
the majority of the people wallowing in abject 
poverty. 

Governments in Nigeria have over the 
years created an army of troubled minds and 
psychiatric patients, who, unfortunately, are 
oblivious of their plight. As to why the young 
man took his own life hours after returning 
from the church service, it is not strange. 
People go to church for different reasons- 
some to profit from sermons, some others go 
for the sake of socialisation. 

Talk of the ‘parable of the sower’, wherein 
different seeds fell on various types of soils. 

the wax is not potent enough to keep the 
candle flame aglow. While we rejoice over the 
recovery of Mr. President and his safe return, 
we would appreciate a vibrant government 
presided by his good self.  

But if it becomes necessary for him to del-
egate duties so that the people will begin to see 
and feel activities by government, so let him 
do and hesitate no longer as delay is danger-
ous. Sitting still in Aso Rock will definitely not 
take us to anywhere. 

There is nothing wrong if the President 
will allow Osinbajo play the role the late 
Tunde Idiagbon played in his first coming 
as a military head of state, even when age 
and good health were on his (the president) 
side. Those who advise the President to the 
contrary and shield him from the reality on 
ground do not mean well for Nigeria. 

The country is bigger than any single 
individual no matter how highly placed. And 
those who have sworn to an oath to serve the 
people should not take them for granted and 
must therefore, render the necessary service, 
even if it may cost them their pride. We want 
to feel government, please.

There are many people who go to worship 
centres with troubled mind. They had made 
up their mind on what to do with their lives 
irrespective of what sermon anyone could 
preach to them. 

Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples 
of Christ, left the venue of the last supper, to 
conspire with the enemies of his master. In 
fact, he even ate from the same plate with the 
master. The question is why was it that Judas 
could not have a change of mind even after 
he was forewarned about the consequences 
of his impending action? 

The answer is that he was a troubled 
mind. He had crossed the Rubicon and no 
amount of sermon could change his decision. 
But the lesson to learn from the sad episode 
of last Sunday is that there are many walking 
corpses on Nigerian roads and “mad men and 
women” are all over the place. They are the 
creation of a failed system. And no one knows 
who may have concluded arrangements to 
kill self, even as you read this.

sinners, talk about God as if they dine and 
wine with the Supreme Being all the time. 

Ali Modu Sheriff, a factional leader of the 
torn umbrella party, People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), took a joke to an intolerable 
height the other day when he said he was 
waiting on God’s leading for his next move- 
whether or not to gun for the Presidency 
in 2019. Here is a man who had sealed all 
plans to contest the number one post in 
the country. 

But when did Sheriff begin to listen to 
God’s leading? There is absolutely nothing 
wrong with nursing an ambition but every-
thing is wrong when people begin to drag 
the name of God into dirty politics. 

No one says that the former Borno State 
governor does not have what it takes to 
aspire to the first office in the land, after all, 
Aristophanes,  a Greek playwright, said: 
“You have all the characteristics of a popular 
politician, a horrible voice, bad breeding and 
vulgar manner.” But let Sheriff not take the 
name of God in vain.

as demanded by the upper legislative chamber. 
Another date was given to him to repeat the 
visit. But a day to Wednesday he was to appear, 
the Attorney-General and minister of Justice, 
Abubakar Malami, decided to ambush and gag 
the senate. 

He wrote to them, saying that Ali would not 
appear before them because someone had gone 
to court to challenge the process. He upbraided 
the senators for daring to compel Ali to wear 
uniform. From the tone of his letter, it appears 
there’s more to the issue than meets the eye. 

What the presidency has done amounts to 
ridiculing an institution as lofty as the Senate which 
has the constitutional powers to even sack the chief 
occupant of the Villa if the push comes to shove. 

It creates a wrong impression that an indi-
vidual is above the law of the land. If the Senate 
has the right to screen and confirm president’s 
appointees, who says the Senate has no right to 
demand that an appointee performs his or her 
duties in accordance with the dictates of the 
laws of the land. 

All these point to the simple fact that the rul-
ing party, APC, is fatally wounded and may not 
go into 2019 general election as a united entity. 

I think by now discerning minds in the 
party must have seen the handwriting on the 
wall, a few of them that cry aloud know that as 
kingdoms rise and wane, APC is seriously crum-
bling and redemption may be either difficult or 
impossible. Observers are watching.

are that there is possibly one or two other 
houses yet undiscovered. 

This is because as smart as Yakubu is, he 
does not appear as a man that would put 
all his eggs in one basket. So, he must have 
spread his wealth in case of any eventuality. 
We have seen some criminals in the country 
that dropped more than N300million bail 
bond and walked into freedom. Yakubu 
will surely drop the chicken change. Talk 
of a country full of demons!

‘My ambition is to become a chartered accountant’

it. Also I want to change 
the academic system of the 
country.

But what is wrong with 
the system in practice?

You know there are 
many defects in the educa-
tional system of the country 
that I may not begin to men-
tion one by one now.

Apart from Anchor be-
ing a faith-based university 
and being close to where 
you live, which accord-
ing to you shaped your 
choice for it, are there other 

considerations you made 
that really helped your 
decision?

Yes, let me just men-
tion one area- the issue of 
cultism. This is rampant 
in many tertiary institu-
tions of learning. It is not in 
Anchor.

How are we sure that 
your decision was not in-
fluenced by your father 
who is a member of the 
church that owns the uni-
versity?

No, no, no. After all, I was 
not pushed in any way.

It means you are very 

good in Mathematics for 
you to do Accounting. Tell 
us about your love for math?

I am trying. God is help-
ing me.

What is your advice 
to students against social 
vices?

I want to use this medium 
to advise those who are into 
such vices to desist from 
them. Of course, you know 
they need Christ. They 
should become born again. 
And once they decide for 
God, they should leave the 
rest in the hands of God and 
He will take care of them.

Continued from page 19
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man and upgrades human qualities, 
faculties and professional skills that 
result in discernable impact on all 
areas of human endeavour. It be-
lieves in the power of education to 
create social and economic mobility 
and in the morality of social value 
making higher education accessible 
to everyone.”

Kumuyi, who traced the origin 
of university education in Nigeria, 
noted that private individuals and 
faith-bas e d involvement in that 
regard was necessitated by the fact 
that government alone cannot pro-
vide the much needed university 
education.  

Expressing his appreciation to the 
past and serving officials of the Na-
tional University Commission (NUC), 
“whose fair-mindedness, fidelity in 
duty and fervent professionalism 
were boldly on display throughout 
the process leading to the approval 
of Anchor University,” the chancel-
lor said: “Our country and every 
institution need such sterling men 
and women that remain committed 
to their mission.”

He also appreciated the “effort and 
hard work of many, both within and 
outside the academic community, 
who were steadfast and committed 
to the goal of bringing Anchor into 
existence.”

Addressing the matriculating stu-
dents, the Pro-Chancellor, Silas Dada, 
said: “Your admission to Anchor is 
to give you inspiration to become 
leaders of tomorrow by becoming 
the best you can be. It is to turn you 
out as finished products and leaders; 
the likes of Physicist Albert Einstein, 
the ologian Rowan Williams and 
Amazon founder, Jeff Bezos.”  

gathering that “In Anchor University, 
we are committed to building a uni-
versity of a global standard and rel-
evance and this must reflect in every 
aspect of our life as an institution.”

According to him, “Anchor Univer-
sity students must be found proper in 
character and learning before degree 
is awarded.”

In his capacity as the Chancel-
lor, Pastor William Folorunsho Ku-
muyi, general superintendent of the 
Deeper Christian Ministry (DCLM), 
stressed the essence of university 
education in Nigeria, saying that so-
cieties develop by the quality of their 
universities.

Kumuyi noted that the deregula-
tion and licensing of private universi-
ties in the country was a step in the 
right direction.

“Our nation needs not just func-
tional, but also productive and devel-
opment-driven universities. Together 
with the government-owned univer-
sities, we ought to lead the way in 
showing the path for the nation to 
go, in endlessly throwing up ideas on 
how to solve old and new problems, 
whether in the area of science and 
technology, or in the arts, humanities 
and social sciences,” he said.

On the reason for the establish-
ment of Anchor University,  the 
Chancellor said: “AUL is established 
not only to focus on academic learn-
ing and excellence, but to harp on 
character development and mitigate 
the tide of moral degradation and 
delinquency that pervades our na-
tional life.”

According to him, “The philosophy 
of Anchor University is the one that 
realises that the light of knowledge 
illuminates the mind, liberates the 

T
he Anchor University, Lagos 
(AUL) officially inducted its 
first set of students recently 
at its maiden matriculation 
ceremony, warning the one 

hundred and three (103) freshmen 
to be wary of anti-social behaviours 
rampant in many institutions of 
higher learning in the country.

Handing down the warning at a 
capacity filled hall at the university 
campus in Ayobo, Ipaja in Alimosho 
Local Government Area of Lagos 
State, Professor Joseph Afolayan, the 
vice chancellor, said the matricula-
tion signaled a formal contract be-
tween the students and the school, 
urging them to respect the sanctity 
of the contract in their own interest.

According to the Vice Chancellor, 
“You will recall that during the ori-
entation exercise that took place on 
the 20th of February, 2017, I made it 
clear to you that this university is a 
faith-based university and as such 
will not compromise standard in 
any form, academically, spiritually 
and morally. There are behaviours 
and decent lifestyle expected of you 
by the university which you must 
endeavour to keep. This university 
will not condone evil vices that are 
common with the youths today. May 
I vehemently inform you in strong 
terms that some of these vices such 
as taking of hard drugs, drinking of 
alcohol, smoking, immorality of all 
shades, indecent dressing, stealing 
and the likes, are reprehensible and 
highly prohibited in this school and 
any infraction attracts expulsion.”

Professor Afolayan informed the 

We won’t tolerate anti-social 
behaviours, Anchor University 
warns freshmen

Kumuyi

L-R:  Silas S. Dada, a professor and pro-chancellor; Pastor Philip O. Oluwi, chairman, Board of Trustees (BoT); Pastor William F. Kumuyi, chancellor; Prof. Joseph O. Afolayan, 
vice chancellor; Abimbola Olulesi, acting registrar, and Zacchaeus B. Emmanuel, acting librarian, at the matriculation ceremony.

ZEBULON AGOMUO

Kumuyi 
becomes a 
chancellor

The setting was ceremonial and the 
atmosphere electric as the princi-
pal officers of the newly opened 

Anchor University filed into the hall, sig-
naling the commencement of the maiden 
matriculation ceremonies of the budding 
institution.

Already seated on a leather chair 
placed on a neatly podium decorated with 
red rugs, was Pastor William Folorunsho 
Kumuyi, the general superintendent of 
the Deeper Christian Life Ministry, who 
was to be decorated as the chancellor.

Then it began to happen. Abimbola 
Olulesi, a former journalist and public 
relations practitioner, who now sits in 
the saddle as the acting registrar, picked 
the unidirectional microphone as the 
compere of the day. Without dawdling, 

he invited the Vice Chancellor, Profes-
sor Joseph Afolayan to say the opening 
prayer. Thereafter, the two stanzas of 
the National Anthem were taken. Olulesi 
again picked the mic and cited the portion 
of the Law of the land that supports the 
installation of a chancellor and conse-
quently invited the Chairman, Board of 
Trustees (BoT), Pastor Philip Oluwi, to 
install Kumuyi as the chancellor of An-
chor University. This was done and the 
University Law was also presented to 
him. The Chancellor was subsequently 
robed in his office by the Vice Chancellor 
and the Registrar. Thereafter, the Vice 
Chancellor made a pledge, affirming the 
loyalty and support of the university to 
the Chancellor.

Kumuyi, the chancellor, was now in-
vited by the Vice Chancellor to declare 
open the matriculation ceremony. In 
performing this function, the Chancellor, 
who was now dressed in a flowing yellow 
gown and other accompaniment, over 
a black suit, said: “Upon the power con-
ferred on me by the University statue as 
the chancellor of Anchor University, La-
gos, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the Living God, I hereby declare 
this matriculation ceremony open.”

After a series of speeches by the Vice 
Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor and Chair-
man, BoT, Kumuyi was again invited to 
now accept the matriculating students as 
presented by the Vice Chancellor.

And he said: “Based on the full under-
standing of the matriculation affirmation 
you have just subscribed to in totality, 
by appending your signature, upon the 
power conferred on me as the Chancellor, 
I hereby admit you as students of Anchor 
University”.
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Oluwi

Innocent Iheanacho with his wife, Ruth, and their son, Favour (middle)

Continues on page 17

My son is in Anchor for all round 
development - Iheanacho

‘My ambition 
is to become 
a chartered 
accountant’

Brief on Anchor University

With God on our side, we are set 
to break the limits - Oluwi

I
n his speech, the BoT chairman said 
the university was aimed to develop 
its students holistically and transform 
lives for divine use and corporate 
impacts.

According to him, “Anchor University 
is never intended to be mere addition to 
the list of the universities across the coun-
try. The mandate of Anchor University 
is to make the much-needed difference 
and bridge the gap between Academic 
Excellence and Character Transformation. 
Drawing from the broad perspective of the 
Chancellor’s worldview, we are determined 
to foist an academic culture of distinction 
which will be second to none by the grace 
of God. Ours is a rare and strong resolve to 
combine academic excellence with strong 
moral and spiritual re-armaments to define 
the complete man.”

Oluwi further noted that “The world 
needs experts, political figures, corporate 
and industry leaders who are driven by 
conscience and zeal to serve. Profession-
als whose driving focus is beyond their 
pockets, men who are men indeed, chosen 
of God and equipped with an unflinching 
strength of character and the will to go out 
and stand for the truth. And these we are 
set to give the world.”

On the facilities to raise the future stars 
at Anchor, the BoT Chairman said: “Already, 
there are massive infrastructure on the 
campus that make it completely out of the 
league of a newly established university. 
From the serene environment, modern and 
IT-driven lecture theatres, world-class labo-

ratories and well-stocked library, Anchor 
has been fully equipped to be the hub of 
academic research and intellectual works. 
We are determined to ensure continued 
growth and improvement of these facili-
ties. Our priority lies in the advancement 
of applied knowledge and profitable 
research efforts that will advance both 
individuals and the world as a whole.”

The BoT chairman further said: “We 
are determined to raise men who are 
bound to be the cynosure of eyes in the 
days and years ahead. Our overall goal is 
to turn out graduates who are spiritually 
elevated, morally sound, intellectually 
grounded, exemplary, creative and in-
novative who will go into the corporate 
world with the fear of God and have the 
courage to make the required difference 

Th e  u n i ve r s i t y  o ff i c i a l l y  c o m -
menced operations on February 1, 
2017, barely two months after it 

was licensed to operate as a university 
by the Federal Government alongside 
seven other universities.

The university commenced academic 
activities on February 27, 2017 with 

in our world. Our academic and non-
academic staff, I have been assured, are 
poised to make this admittedly pious and 
elevated dream a concrete reality.

“For our parents, these are our promise. 
In four years, we will return your teenag-
ers as young men and women who are 
ready to take on the rest of the world. 
We will return them as fully breed ladies 
and gentlemen who are ready to lead 
their different fields of endeavours with 
character, competence and courage. More 
importantly, we will return them as men 
and women of conviction who will dare 
the Nebuchadnezzars of this world and 
say, we will not serve your God.

“To our matriculating students, here 
is a chance for you to take your destinies 
in your own hands and thrust all your 
cares in God’s hands as He leads you 
through this defining four years experi-
ence. I enjoin you to shun dysfunctional 
and depraved values which have plagued 
many university communities in the land 
and circumvented the vision and dreams 
of past progenitors of older universities. 
You are headed for greatness if you let 
God carefully mould your lives through 
your times with us on this campus.”

According to him, the vision to es-
tablish Anchor “is at once the deliberate 
and well-defined initiative of the Chan-
cellor, Pastor (Dr.) William F. Kumuyi 
to accentuate the tenor and focus of 
university education in Nigeria, draw-
ing from his rich arsenal as a former 
university Don himself.”

M
r. Innocent Iheanacho, 
a parent who was at 
the matriculation in 
company of his wife, 
to celebrate with their 

son, Favour Chiazalam, a student of 
History and Diplomatic Studies, said 
he was confident that the lad would 
get all round education at Anchor 
University.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY on the 
sidelines of the event, Iheanacho, who 
said he was a pastor with the Deeper 
Christian Life Ministry, owners of the 
institution, emphasized that he sent 
his son to Anchor, not only to acquire 
academic knowledge, but also for his 
spiritual and moral well being.

“Just as we have been told by the 
Vice Chancellor, the Chairman, Board 
of Trustees, the Pro-Vice Chancellor 
and the Chancellor, Pastor (Dr.) W.F. 
Kumuyi, in their separate speeches 
on the philosophy of the institution, 
Anchor is a citadel of learning that 

Joshua Praise Olutunbi, was the cy-
nosure of all eyes as he perched on 
his seat during the recent maiden 

matriculation ceremonies of the Anchor 
University, Lagos. Guest argued openly 
about the possible age of the lad. Some 
concluded that he was below the 16 
years age limit for the admission into any 
Nigerian university. But BDSUNDAY dug 
deeper. Below are the findings.

May we know your name?
My name is Olutunbi Praise Joshua
How old are you?
I am 17 years old
What course are you studying?
Accounting
Why did you choose Anchor and not 

any other university?
I believe they will help me to grow, not 

only in academics, but spiritually too. It is 
also very close to where I live in Lagos. It 
will not be very stressful on me.

What is your aspiration in life after 
you must have graduated from Anchor?

I want to become a chartered accoun-
tant and also do the work of God.

You know, when some guests sighted 
you in the hall, they were wondering if 
you were up 16 years; assuming people 
approach you with such a question what 
would be your response?

I would tell them I am of age. That’s the 
only thing I would tell them.

Assuming you were elected the 
president of Nigeria today, what are the 
things you would want to change im-
mediately in the system?

I would like to change a lot of things, 
but mainly the aspect of how they treat 
Christians in Nigeria

How do you mean? Tell us, how do 
they treat Christians in the country?

Laughter. Ah, everybody knows about 

combines so many things, not only for 
academic excellence, but also social 
excellence and spiritual excellence. 
These rare qualities combined obvi-
ously will put the child in the best 
academic setting, social setting and 
above all, in favour of God Himself,” 
Iheanacho said.

He further expressed the optimism 
that his son is in the best environment 
where he would excel without any 
hindrance, since, as he noted, “a child 
well-favoured of God will be great.”

“Having considered all these we 
feel it as a privilege to send the young 
man here,” he said.

three Faculties and fifteen (15) courses. 
The Faculties are: Faculty of Humani-
ties, Faculty of Management and Social 
Sciences and Faculty of Natural and Ap-
plied Sciences. Within this period, the 
university has admitted one hundred 
and three (103) students into the various 
programmes it offers.
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T
he ancient town of Ile-Ife 
was recently engulfed 
in an ethnic clash that 
resulted in needless loss 
of lives were lost and 

properties. Days after the gruesome 
incidence, the police reportedly 
combed Ile-Ife and its environs in 
search of possible perpetrators of 
the heinous incident. By the time the 
search was over, 38 suspects out of 
whom 20 were found culpable were 
detained for further investigation. 

But then, there have been 
insinuations in certain quarters 
about the impartiality of the 
process leading to the arrest of 
perceived perpetrators. It has been 
alleged that the process favours 
a particular ethnic group at the 
expense of the other. It was, for 
instance, alleged that the bulk of 
officers involved in investigating 
the case are from the northern part 
of the country and they have been 
accused of indiscriminate arrest of 
people of Yoruba origin. It has also 
been alleged that a high ranking 
member of the federal cabinet from 
the northern part of the country 
made certain biased remarks while 

Ile-Ife mayhem and the need for caution
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on a fact finding mission to Ile-Ife.
In as much as one does not 

actually have any empirical data 
to either disprove or endorse these 
claims, it is, nevertheless, important 
t hat  au t h o r i t i e s  c o n c e r n e d , 
especially security agencies involved 
in investigating and prosecuting the 
case, rise above primordial interests, 
nepotism and other such unpatriotic 
considerations. Like the Ooni of 
Ile-Ife, His Royal Majesty, Oba 
Enitan Ogunwusi rightly affirmed 
while addressing security officials 
that paid him a visit in the wake 
of the distressing event, security 
agencies should go after the culprits, 
irrespective of who they are and 
where they are from, and bring 
them to book.

This is the least that is expected 
of law enforcement agencies in such 
a delicate situation as this. Those 
that instigated and participated 
in the deplorable episode are 
irresponsible and must not go scot-
free in order to serve as deterrent 
to others with similar barbaric 
instinct. Therefore, resorting to 
ethnic sentiments and tendencies 
in this affair would not help the 
course of justice.

Whatever happened at Ile-Ife 
on that fateful day couldn’t have 
been a manifestation of relations 
between Hausa-Fulani settlers and 
their host community. Though I am 
not an indigene of Ile-Ife, I have 
a fair knowledge of the town.  My 

formative years were spent there 
and the memories remain part of 
the most cherished aspects of my 
life.   

In fact,  I  had my primar y 
education right inside of Sabo, 
w h e r e  t h e  H a u s a - F u l a n i s 
predominantly live in Ile-Ife. I had 
good friends among them with 
whom we interfaced like brothers 
and sisters. They have become part 
and parcel of the community. I 
cannot remember the last time that 
such gory intra-ethnic clash like the 
recent one occurred in Ile-Ife. The 
Ifes are particularly accommodating 
and unproblematic people. I can 
confidently attest to this. On the 
other hand, the Hausa-Fulani settlers 
at Ile-Ife had properly integrated into 
the community. I know quite a few of 
their men that had married Ife ladies 
and vice-versa.

I had taken the pain to go into 
the foregoing details just to drive 
home the hypothesis that the ugly 
incidence should not be unduly 
tribalized. Irresponsible men and 
women abound in every race or 
tribe. What happened in Ile-Ife was 
an act of irresponsibility and the 
responsibility of law enforcement 
agencies would be to fish them 
out and apply the law as desirable. 
Arresting or going after innocent 
people under any disguise would be 
counterproductive. 

The kind of crisis that happened at 
Ile-Ife has dangerous consequences. 
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For one, it threatens the very 
existence of our nation, thereby 
making nonsense of the labour of our 
heroes past towards nation building. 
Second, it slows down progress 
in all dimensions as no concrete 
development could be attained in 
an atmosphere of instability. Third, 
it could lead to a serious dent on the 
image of the country, whereby some 
countries might be warning their 
citizens concerning visiting Nigeria. 

It is, therefore, imperative that 
we collectively make concerted 
efforts to address current situation 
in Ile-Ife and other such places. 
Irrespective of ethnic, religious, 
cultural, political and other such 
divisive affiliations, we all have a 
duty towards maintaining peaceful 
co-existence in the country. Our 
leaders need to give every member 
of the society a sense of belonging 
by providing equal opportunities 
to all irrespective of societal status. 
We need to lay much emphasis 
on human capital development, 
especially in places with higher rate 
of instability. Government at all 
levels should creatively fashion out 
security measures that could stem 
the tide of insecurity across the land. 

Finally, we all need to eschew all 
divisive tendencies and other acts 
that could further throw the county 
into crisis. This is not the time for 
anyone to be making inflammatory 
remarks, no matter how politically 
expedient.  
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F
or all the reasons there are 
and could be, the Nigeria 
print, electronic and social 
media space, in the last ten 
days have been saturated 

with the ongoing drama between 
members of the Nigerian senate and 
the Nigeria Customs service boss, Col. 
Hameed Ali (Rtd.). The development 
has generated quite a bit of interest 
and public opinion that keeps coming 
back in new light. However, in order 
not to be enveloped in what I chose 
to call the ‘uniform camouflage’ in 
place of the crux of the matter, it 
is imperative to once again dwell 
deliberately on the real reason behind 
the invitation of the custom boss.

For the first time in a while, 
I  must say that I am poised to 
align myself with the position of 
the Nigerian Senate, not on the 
child’s play of whether Ali wears the 
custom uniform or not, but on the 
substance of staying action on its 
proposed plan to collect duties on 
all vehicles in the country, including 
old ones. Like many groups in the 
country have alluded, I think that it 
is a preposterous anomaly that any 
institution set up for the smooth 
running of the society, with the 
purpose of achieving greater good for 
the people will turn round to create 
a provision of inconvenience and 
discomfort for the same people it is 
supposed to serve.

Last week, Mrs. Eme Essien-
Lore, the country manager 
for International Finance 

Corporation, a member of the 
World Bank Group, announced that 
the group has endorsed Nigeria’s 
Economic Recovery and Growth 
Plan (ERGP). She further asserted 
that Nigeria would soon recover from 
its economic recession; “if the plan, 
which is comprehensive, ambitious 
and thoughtful, is put into action.”

This put paid to the worries 
express e d in  s ome quar ters 
doubting the capabilities of the 
Nigerian economic team to produce 
a compact and workable economic 
blueprint. The World Bank and the 
Africa Development Bank were 
reported to have demanded for 
the document and had allegedly 
hinged the approval of the country’s 
expected request for loans on the 
robustness and workability of an 
economic blueprint.

Though the ERGP is yet to be 
formally presented to the public, the 
Federal Government exposure of 
the content has done a lot to rest the 
contrived doubt over the capacity 
and capabilities of its Economic 
Team which is chaired by the Vice 
President, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo.

Whatever may be the impish 
intention of doubt casters on the 
Federal Government’s announced 
desire to raise about $30billion from 
international development and 
finance institutions, the ERGP has 
substantially laid the doubts to rest.

The Nigerian Custom’s automobile policy: 
From the eyes of the real stakeholders

Nigeria’s re-engineered economy and the economic recovery and growth plan
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In a statement from its Acting 
Public Relations Officer, Joseph 
Atta, the Nigeria Customs intends 
to mandate vehicles owners, who 
did not pay Customs duty to do so 
between March 13 and April 12. The 
statement reads in part: “All persons 
in possession of such vehicles should 
take advantage of the grace period 
to pay appropriate dues on them, 
as there will be an aggressive anti 
-smuggling operation to seize as well 
as prosecute owners of such smuggled 
vehicles after the deadline of April 12”.

From the point of logic and 
reason, it is important to take out 
time to consider the merits and 
implications of this proposed policy 
and here’s my submission; whatever 
policy that deliberately targets 
society’s low and struggling strata 
to deliberately put them through 
sheer distress shouldn’t qualify to 
be a policy in the first place. On this 
particular development it is clear that 
the Nigeria customs service is standing 
alone, completely detached from the 
real stakeholders which includes a 
majority of vehicle users, the motor 
dealers, the Nigeria Labor Congress 
and now strongly enlisted, the Nigeria 
Senate.

In the view of the NLC, it is 
logistically corrupt and will create 
unimaginable chaos and suffering 
for innocent vehicle users. If a picture 
will be painted of what will result, 

With the ERGP,  there are 
timelines and Key Performance 
Indicators (KPI) to establish 
v e r i f i a b l e ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e , 
interrogative milestones in Nigeria’s 
journey to exit recession and onto 
the highway of growth. But, perhaps, 
more than the expectations from 
the implementation of the ERGP is 
the provable fact that the President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s led Federal 
Government has actually wrought 
a re-engineering of the Nigerian 
economy over the last 14 months as 
the Government makes to reinvent 
a new Nigerian economic template.

The ERGP is  actual ly  the 
distillation of six stand alone 
policies into one document. This 
makes the realisation of the goals 
of the Plan possible because the 
stand alone policies are, in reality, 
reference manuals.

As it were, there are no obvious 
reasons to exercise any form 
of reservation over its (ERGP) 
implementation. Indeed, some 
milestones enunciated in the 
documents are near being realised.

More than 600,000 farmers were 
engaged in farming in 2016, they 
produced close to three million 
tonnes of processed rice. This makes 
achievable the 2018 target date of 
self sufficiency in the production 
of rice. The Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Chief 
Audu Ogbeh recently observed that 
more than 400,000 farmers became 
millionaires in their farming 
endeavours last year.

This year looks to be more 

Granted, the agency like any 
other, seeks to rake in revenue for the 
Government. However, what is unfair 
is placing revenue way above welfare. 
In the same span of time, the Federal 
Government has raised duties on 
luxury goods such as yachts and new 
fully built cars which include Sport 
Utility Vehicles (SUVs) imported into 
the country from 20% to 70 %.  Tariff 
on used cars popularly known as 
‘Tokunboh’, was increased from 10 
per cent to 35 per cent. This move has 
been justified by the Nigerian Customs 
much to the dismay of many, as a 
move to encourage local production 
and assemblage of cars in Nigeria. 
However, in reality the policy has 
turned out to b a Trojan horse on 
the people. Sad to say, the policy 
meant to support local production 
of cars is bereft of the appropriate 
support and infrastructure while 
killing the businesses of operators 
that are legitimately carrying out their 
activities before what now appears to 
be a draconian automobile policy of 
the Customs.

Although the Nigeria customs 
has explained that what it wants to 
do is to ensure that duties are paid 
on every car in Nigeria no matter the 
year of purchase, if the duties were not 
paid at the point of entry into Nigeria, 
then let us ask the Nigerian Customs 
service what happened at the ports. 
One would agree that the intricacies of 

against other currencies. The ERGP 
targets the free float of the Naira 
against other currencies by 2020 and 
creating transactional predictability 
around foreign exchange. The 
CBN is apparently knocking on 
the foreign exchange street market 
(black market) to close the wide 
gap between the interbank foreign 
exchange rate and the street market 
rate preparatory to a free float.

On the fiscal side, the Federal 
Inland Revenue Services (FIRS) 
has announced an additional 
840,000 new corporate entities 
that have been brought under its 
official tax coverage, this is even 
as the tax administration body has 
announced the implementation of 
the Voluntary Assets and Income 
Declaration Scheme (VAIDS). This 
scheme, which targets a one billion 
dollar income to both the federal and 
state governments, is a specialised 
scheme that seeks to encourage 
high net worth individuals both 
in-country and abroad to self 
declare their material worth for the 
purpose of taxation. The outlook is 
to increase substantially, Nigeria’s 
low tax to GDP ratio stated at a lowly 
2 percent of GDP currently.

A  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  F e d e r a l 
G ov e r n m e nt  c a p i t a l  ra i s i n g 
i n s t r u m e n t  i s  t h e  r e c e n t l y 
introduced Federal Government 
Saving Bond. This financial product 
ultimately challenges Money 
Deposit Banks to a duel over retail 
savers and investors. The Federal 
Government Saving Bond will 
trigger a saving culture among 

getting this right and the complexities 
involved makes it at best, dead on 
arrival. 

It is expected then, that from 
the point of logic and fairness the 
government will seek to establish a 
sustainable and all-inclusive policy 
that is realistic, achievable and 
measurable. For this reason, the 
Customs service seriously needs a 
review of its proposed policy. An 
impactful meeting with the ministry 
of finance, the labor congress, the 
association of motor dealers and 
other relevant delegates who form 
part of what I choose to term the ‘real 
stakeholders’ is not only imperative 
but also expedient. 

While Nigerians express their 
belief in the words of the Acting public 
relations officer, Nigeria Customs 
Service, Mr Joseph Attah who assured 
that the service has no plans to set 
up checkpoints in streets, cities and 
market to seize old vehicles without 
customs duty, what is left however is 
to ensure that the observed stop and 
search experience of some motorists 
on Lagos-Ibadan expressway by some 
custom officers (on illegal duties I 
assume) is put to a halt.

Ensuring this will  not only 
demonstrate that all parties involved 
are operating within the ambit of the 
law, but also reflects a system that 
places high premium on the overall 
interest of its people.

Nigeria’s bottom of the pyramid 
economic class.

The minimum entry point for the 
savings bond is N5,000 and units of 
N1,000 thereafter to a maximum of 
N50,000,000. The 13% interest rate 
on the bond shames the miserly 
4% interest rate paid by banks 
on saving. The bond has a two-
year tenure with interest rate paid 
quarterly and it’s sold to the public 
once a month.

Meanwhile, with the savings bond, 
the Federal Government will mobilise 
cheaper funds compared to raising 
funds through treasury bills and 
FGN bonds that come with interest 
rates in the 18 percent to 22 percent 
band. In the same breath, millions of 
Nigerians with a direct stakeholder 
mentality in the wellbeing of the 
country is created because they have, 
by personal choices, invested in the 
Nigerian state.

In truth, the FGN savings bond 
redefines financial inclusiveness 
and helps to substantially empower 
retail savers and investors because 
it can pass as collateral and security 
for loans from any banking category.

An o ther  s et  mi lesto n e i n 
the ERGP is the attainment of 
1 0  g igawatt s  e l e c t r i c  p ow e r 
generation and distribution by 
2020. One gigawatt of electricity 
equals 1,000 megawatts. At present, 
Nigeria generates just above 4,000 
megawatts of power (4gigawatts) 
mainly from about nine gas fired 
thermal power plants supported 
by power generated from the Kainji 
and Shiroro hydro power plants.
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should this policy see the light of day, 
will be to think of my aged uncle, 
who imported his Peugeot 404 into 
the country in the 80’s and currently 
has no use for it except for its being 
parked, fully covered in his garage. Will 
the customs visit my uncle’s house to 
carry out a check or will they require 
him to come to them with the details 
of the moribund property? These 
and many other questions are what 
the proponents of this policy should 
provide answers to without adopting 
the lens of bias.

While I support the Senate’s 
resolution passed on January 10, 
calling on the federal government to 
suspend action on the importation 
of vehicles through the land borders, 
it is expedient to establish that this 
decision was rebuffed and is still being 
blatantly ignored especially as some 
custom officers are still seen along 
major roads bringing road users into 
unnecessary scrutiny over the status 
of their vehicles.  

To say that Nigerians have grown 
weary of the numerous and incessant 
police and army check points is a 
mild attempt at stating the obvious. 
Adding the customs stop-and-search 
checkpoints to the roads then, is 
not only an attempt at making a bad 
situation worse but also a deliberate 
effort at aggravating the suffering of 
motorists, commuters, and millions 
of other road users.

profitable in farming. The price 
of fertiliser, a major input in soil 
farming, has been slashed by 
close to 50 percent from a high 
of N10,000 to a pegged rate of 
N5,500. This is made possible by 
the recent renewed capacity to 
produce fertiliser domestically. 
Already, more than 15 of the 38 
once moribund fertiliser blending 
plants have fired back to life with 
the others at different levels of 
resuscitation. Credit, for this should 
be accorded President Buhari who 
leveraged his relationship with 
the King of Morocco to secure a 
highly concessionary supplies of 
phosphate, the critical raw material 
in the fertiliser blend, all other 
inputs in the blend are available 
locally. This, plus, the all year 
farming through the facilitation 
of dams supporting irrigation, 
Nigeria should be able to produce 
its national consumption threshold 
of seven million tonnes of rice by 
2018 and five million tonnes of 
wheat by 2020. The country will 
be saving about $7.5billion, sum 
routinely spent on importing these 
commodities annually.

Also already in the works is 
the strengthening and alignment 
of fiscal, monetary and trade 
policies and reducing overheads 
as envisaged in the ERGP. The 
Finance Minister and the Governor 
of the Central Bank of Nigeria are 
reported to be in consultation over 
the alignment of monetary and fiscal 
policies. This is coming on the CBN 
unremitting defence of the Naira 
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O
n Wednesday, 
March 22, the 
Tony Elumelu 
Foundation re-
leased the list 

of 1,000 entrepreneurs from 
across Africa who would 
form the 2017 class of its 
annual Entrepreneurship 
Programme.

The Tony Elumelu Foun-
dation Entrepreneurship 
Programme is a $100-mil-
lion, 10-year project with a 
clear objective to identify 
10,000 African start-ups and 
entrepreneurs with ideas 
that have the potential to 
succeed and provide them 
with business skills train-
ing, mentorship, seed capital 
funding, information and 
access to a vast network of 
African entrepreneurs.

The programme has been 
adjudged Africa’s largest 
business incubator, with its 
$100 million commitment 
being the largest endow-
ment in Africa focused on 
entrepreneurship develop-
ment. President Ernest Bai 
Koroma of Sierra Leone at 
last year’s Entrepreneur-
ship Forum described it as 
“a genuinely innovative 
approach to philanthropy 
in Africa”.

This year brings to 3,000 

Elumelu: 3 years of empowering 
African entrepreneurs through TEF

the number of those who 
have benefitted from the 
programme in three years. 
More than 93,000 entrepre-
neurs from across 55 African 
countries submitted applica-
tions this year. That figure 
exceeds by over 100 percent 
the about 45,000 applica-
tions recorded in 2016 and 
nearly quadruples the over 
20,000 applications received 
at the programme’s debut in 
2015. This goes to show the 
growing interest in entrepre-
neurship in Africa.

Interestingly, 50 percent 
of the 2017 cohort comes 
from Nigeria, Africa’s largest 
economy, followed by re-
gional powerhouses Kenya, 
Ghana, Uganda and Camer-
oon in that order.

An analysis of the 2017 
list shows that agriculture 
led the pack with nearly 1 
in 3 successful applicants 
active in this sector, followed 
by ICT (11 percent), and then 
manufacturing (9 percent). 
This is some piece of good 
news for Africa for two rea-
sons. One, it signals that 
African youths are indeed 
interested in feeding the 
continent. Two, it points 
to a paradigm shift away 
from extractives to a more 
sustainable mindset that 

CHUKS OLUIGBO
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embraces industrialisation 
and diversification.

That shift is what Tony 
Elumelu, chairman, Heirs 
Holdings, chairman, United 
Bank for Africa (UBA) Plc, 
and founder, Tony Elumelu 
Foundation, has been advo-
cating.

As Elumelu told Siki 
Mgabadeli, award-winning 
South African financial jour-
nalist, television presenter 
and producer, in an inter-
view at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzer-
land, in January, “The new 
narrative should go from 
Africa rising to Africa in-
dustrialising. Let’s begin to 
industrialise Africa, we have 
the population, our popula-
tion is a huge dividend for 
us but we need to mine that 
dividend very well so that 
it will be for the benefit of 
everyone. The African story 
must go beyond the com-
modity story, we must begin 
to delink our economies 
from…if the oil price goes 
up today then we are doing 
well, and if they go down 
then we are not doing well. 
We need to industrialise so 
that we can create local value 
addition, which will help our 
extension.”

And who are better posi-

tioned to lead this paradigm 
shift than Africa’s youthful 
entrepreneurs? This is per-
haps why Elumelu reposes 
so much hope on them to 
act as catalysts for Africa’s 
economic renaissance.

“I believe in entrepre-
neurship and what I see in 
the faces of the young Afri-
cans who I interact with is 
these are energetic people, 
highly enterprising, very 
brilliant people and people 
who don’t want to take no for 
an answer, and people who 
want to succeed, and people 
who see their success as suc-
cess for the community and 
the continent. But they need 
help and they need support,” 
he told Mgabadeli at Davos.

And he has in the last 
three years continued to 
provide massive support 
to African entrepreneurs 
through the Tony Elumelu 
Foundation Entrepreneur-
ship Programme. The impact 
of this support, no doubt, has 
been massive.

Parminder Vir, CEO, Tony 
Elumelu Foundation, says 
of the programme’s impact 
in three short years: “We 
recently sampled 600 of our 
existing 2,000 entrepreneurs 
to understand the extent of 
our Programme’s impact. We 
discovered that they have 
turned our investment into 
real returns with 1,297 jobs 
created so far.”

During the Entrepre-
neurship Forum last year, 
Elumelu shared the story 
of Momarr Mass Taal, CEO 
of Tropingo Foods, whom 
he said has turned his first 
$5,000 seed capital received 
from the Foundation in 2015 
into a $1.2 million revenue 
business. There are numer-
ous other success stories.

But even amid this suc-
cess, there is evidence that 

more needs to be done. Con-
sider that for every 1,000 
successful applicants each 
year, several thousands of 
others are left behind. This 
year, for instance, there are 
92,000 aspiring entrepre-
neurs with brilliant business 
ideas who have been unsuc-
cessful.

“These young African 
men and women have 
demonstrated passion, in-
novation and creativity in 
their applications and we 
should not relent until we 
help them ALL realize their 
aspirations. I call on other 
well-endowed Africans and 
friends of Africa to support 
us to do more,” Elumelu said 
while announcing this year’s 
successful entrepreneurs.

But beyond the call for 
support, the Foundation 
is additionally identifying 
and advocating for policy 
reforms to enable not just the 
Elumelu entrepreneurs but 
all African entrepreneurs 
with the will to succeed.

“This will eliminate a lot 
of the corruption or depen-
dency on political largesse 
to successfully start and 
operate a business. And 
they are hungry for it,” he 
said in a keynote speech at 
the 2016 annual Harvard 
International Development 
Conference (HIDC) in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts.

It was Gamaliel Bailey, 
the late American journalist, 
editor and publisher, who 
once said, “Never respect 
men merely for their riches, 
but rather for their philan-
thropy; we do not value the 
sun for its height, but for 
its use.”

But philanthropy, in the 
form of just doling out cash, 
while it may solve a tempo-
rary problem, does not have 
meaningful, sustainable 

T
he most recurrent 
decimal in any dis-
course on housing 
development in Ni-

geria today is the intractable 
deficit which the country 
suffers and will continue to 
suffer from in many years 
to come.

This appears to be the 
major housing problem in 
the country but another 
level of problem which is 
often muted borders on the 
value of the few residential 
houses in the country es-
timated at only 13 million 
units.

Analysts estimate that 
over 90 percent of these 
houses, which are largely 
self-built, are ‘dead assets’, 
meaning that they are not 
in any form of mortgage and 
therefore, equity cannot be 
built on them nor can they 
be used as collateral for 
bank loan. This is quite un-
healthy in a country where 
housing is quite deficient 
relative to the huge demand.

The housing sector in 
the country remains largely 
underdeveloped because 

industry.
“We don’t have a sound 

data-base of Nigerians; the 
National ID Card is still 
struggling and foreclosure 
laws are still not strong”, 
says Toyin Banjo, a mort-
gage expert, arguing that if 
the banks had all the above 
issues resolved, they would 
give people mortgage based 
on their credit rating.

According to him, as 
financial intermediators, 
it is the responsibility of 
mortgage banks to protect 
depositor’s money and for 
them to protect those de-
posits, they have to ask for 
something that would act 
as a back-up to the money 
they give out to borrowers.

government has failed to 
come up with the needed 
policy to grow the mort-
gage system which, in other 
economies, even in emerg-
ing economies like ours, 
drives housing development 
and homeownership.

As a country of almost 
180 million people, home-
ownership is said to be a 
little above 10 percent as 
against 92 in Singapore, 
while the housing demand-
supply gap is well over 17 
million units, with Lagos, 
the country’s commercial 
nerve centre, accounting 
for about three million of 
the deficit.

There is no functional 
mortgage system and some 
experts explain that the 
reason for the slow growth 
of the system is because of 
its relative newness such 
that many people don’t 
even understand why they 
should save their money in 
mortgage banks.

“Of the over 10 million 
housing units in Nigeria,10 
percent of which is self-
built, only about 5 percent 

is in formal mortgage”, says 
Ajila Dare, a mortgage origi-
nator and adviser, adding, 
this means that, effectively, 
about 95 percent of home 
equity/savings in residen-
tial developments are ‘dead 
assets’.

It is estimated that mort-
gage finance requirement 
for the country is about N50 
trillion. Many residential 
developments were built or 
bought without recourse to 
mortgage due to the many 
constraints that have to be 
overcome in securing the 
facility from mortgage in-
stitutions. These constraints 
are regulatory, financial and 
operational.

Land ownership and 
management is always en-
cumbered by administra-
tive difficulties, especially 
with the issuance of Gover-
nor’s Consent. Apart from 
poor land registry practices, 
compensation for land is 
based on ‘fair compensation’ 
which is in turn based on 
diverse interpretations.

An overarching legal 
and regulatory framework 

for the housing industry 
is absent while limited ac-
cess to long term funding; 
lengthy, rigid and ineffec-
tive foreclosure procedures;  
non-vibrancy of primary 
mortgage banks and low 
level of participation in the 
National Housing Fund 
(NHF) are some of the fi-
nancial constraints buyers 
have to contend with.

Operational costs, mani-
fest in high cost of housing 
developments such as build-
ing materials, land acquisi-
tion and transaction costs 
and reliance on expensive 
and conventional construc-
tion procedures coupled 
with inefficient land man-
agement and urban plan-
ning system also contribute 
to operational cost.

Low level of infrastruc-
ture provision for housing 
units developed, skills short-
age and insufficient capacity 
building are also part of the 
operational costs are issues 
that need to be addressed.

Arguably, a major rea-
son for the low mortgage 
facility for residential de-

velopments is mortgage op-
erators’ demand for equity 
contribution as prerequisite 
for loan. But industry opera-
tors say such contribution is 
necessary for a number of 
reasons including the need 
to protect depositors’ mon-
ey; need to hedge against 
default; lack of sound data-
base on Nigerians among 
others.

Equity contribution is 
as fundamental to mort-
gage lending as it is to regu-
lar flow of income and 
according to operators, 
banks usually demand this 
from loan seekers because 
there are institutional and 
regulatory developments 
that are still lacking in the 

impact. It amounts to merely 
giving a man fish rather 
than teaching him how to 
fish, as the old cliché goes. 

This is precisely why 
Naveen K. Jain, founder and 
former CEO of InfoSpace, 
says, “Philanthropy is not 
about giving money but 
about solving problems. 
While well-meaning, the 
idea of writing a check and 
calling it ‘philanthropy’ is 
extremely short-sighted and 
unfortunately, extremely 
pervasive.”

It is this conviction that 
true philanthropy requires 
a disruptive mindset, inno-
vative thinking and a phi-
losophy driven by entrepre-
neurial insights and creative 
opportunities that drives 
Tony Elumelu’s passion “to 
ensure shared prosperity in 
African economic develop-
ment and opportunity” by 
empowering young Afri-
cans to be self-sufficient; it 
is the driving force behind 
Africapitalism, the realisa-
tion that the private sector, 
especially in Africa, has a 
key role to play in develop-
ing the continent through 
investment in key sectors 
that can help to catalyse the 
economy, create economic 
prosperity and social ben-
efits for everyone; it is at the 
core of the Tony Elumelu 
Foundation Entrepreneur-
ship Programme.

 
POSTSCRIPT: Tony Elu-

melu turned 54 on March 22, 
2017, the same day his Foun-
dat ion released the list of 
1,000 entrepreneurs for the 
2017 edition of its annual En-
trepreneurship Programme. 
This is wishing this great 
e conomist, entrepreneur, 
and philanthropist happy 
birthday and many happy 
returns.

‘Dead assets’ in housing deficient economy Talking Mortgage
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‘Why Imo people are happy with 
the state police commissioner’

A
s the chairman of 
PCRC in Imo State, 
can we say there 
is a good relation-
ship between the 

police and the people living in 
the state?

Well, I will start by saying 
that the answer is capital yes. 
The relationship is progressively 
improving because day after 
day there is an improvement in 
the relationship. The evidence 
is very obvious. Before we came 
on board there was no platform 
for the police to interact with the 
people they are serving. It was 
only when we came on board 
that we went to Imo Broadcast-
ing Corporation (IBC) to request 
for what we called ‘PCRC hour’ 
and that created an opportunity 
for the Commissioner of Police, 
all officers to come and interact 
with the people on radio, it is a 
phone in programme where you 
talk and the people will ask you 
questions and that has drawn 
the public closer to the police.

Do not forget the fact that the 
purpose of innovation in PCRC 
is not because of this only, there 
was a wide gap between the po-
lice and Nigerians, and nobody 
ever tried to give information 
to the police. People who knew 
what was going on in the state 
would not open their mouth to 
say anything or give informa-
tion. The police by then were 
hated by the public because of 
their actions towards the people 
they were supposed to be serv-
ing and protecting.

But when we came on board, 
we realised that no police man is 
a spirit and that without infor-
mation police can never succeed 
and we went on air to tell the 
public that police is your friend. 
And while were also telling the 
Imo people that police is your 
friend we were also putting 
pressure on the Nigerian police 
in Imo State that you do not 
call a dog to come and eat shit 
when you have a long stick in 
your hand. That for Imo people 
to accept you as your friend 
that your attitude to the people 
you are serving and protecting 
must be good and again that the 
people pay your salaries through 
the taxes they pay. That they 
deserve some respect. Therefore, 
the people agreed that it is im-
portant to play recording to the 
rules. I want to tell you without 
mincing words that there has 
been a cordial relationship to 
the point that immediately 
something happens they will 
call the commissioner of police 
and he will.

Also a cordial relationship de-

pends on the head; for instance, 
the commissioner of police we 
have now, I call him a quintes-
sential commissioner of police; 
he is the best. Because in terms 
of operation he is there, in terms 
of relationship with the masses, 
he is there. He is the commis-
sioner of police that goes to the 
market to address the market 
women; he is the commissioner 
of police that goes to the schools 
to address the school children.

Anytime I tell him that I will 
be going to the schools to address 
the children, he will volunteer to 
follow us and talk to them and 
would also volunteer to give 
out his telephone number to 
people to enable them call him 
when there is any trouble. There 
is nobody that has gone to the 
commissioner of police, Lakanu 
Taiwo to see him without seeing 
him, this is a cordial relationship 
and that is respect and in turn 
the people of Imo are appreciat-
ing what the Commissioner of 
police is doing in the state.

So you are saying that this 
type of relationship only start-
ed with the coming of Taiwo 
Lakanu?

This type of relationship was 
not up to this level. It is progress-
ing, it was not up to this magni-
tude and this is because he said 
he has come to serve and he has 

been succeeding, and without 
information from Imo people 
he cannot succeed. He humbled 
himself to interact with the 
people at all levels.

I am not saying that the past 
commissioners of police did not 
work, they did so in their own 
level but what I am saying is 
that Taiwo’s regime is an excep-
tional case in terms of building 
a relationship with the people. 
Imo people are happy with him.

What is the focus of Imo 
PCRC this time?

 Last year we flagged off cam-
paign against crime, cultism and 
criminality in secondary schools, 
it was in Government Technical 
College (GTC) Owerri with the 
commissioner of police who also 
spoke to the students. Since then 
we have been going to schools to 
encourage the school children 
not to involve in social vices 
because I believe that they are 
future leaders of this country. 
And as a matter of fact, we have 
covered many schools and we 
shall be going to Alvan Ikoku Col-
lege of Education to speak at their 
orientation week. We have been 
invited and the Commissioner 
of Police has also been invited to 
give a talk.

PCRC in Imo is very unique, 
very peculiar, it is the best. Why 
do I say so? We have realised 
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within a short period of years 
you will be exposed. The best 
thing is not to be involved in 
crime.

How many commissioners of 
police have you worked with?

I have worked with ten po-
lice commissioners or more 
and I served two CPs in the 
interim. Actually, my vision on 
PCRC was to stay there for three 
months as the chairman and 
leave and you know the success 
of any organisation depends on 
leadership. When I got the place 
right and wanted somebody 
to take over the leadership but 
nobody wanted to take over the 
leadership, that was why the 
election dragged for over a year 
and six months.

And I have been preparing 
the mind of the people that in 
PCRC I have put in my time and 
I have put in my money to serve 
to show the people that you can 
serve the people with what God 
has given to you without being a 
politician. And this is why I am 
rated the best in the country.

I have challenged the politi-
cians that you don’t need to 
embezzle money and I don’t 
need to kill, I don’t need to do 
mischief and I have served the 
Imolites and I pray that God will 
help me to maintain the tempo 
until my tenure is over.

that the work of the police is not 
just to run after criminals, shoot 
them when necessary, arrest 
some people and send them to 
court. Rather the police can go 
out of their way and educate 
the people on why our children 
should not get involved in crime 
and criminality. And that is why 
we embarked on this campaign 
and it has yielded a lot of divi-
dends.

And we have also realised that 
most children who wear school 
uniform and promote cultism and 
violence are not students, and we 
have also embarked on campaign 
to communities. We well write to 
the traditional rulers and all the 
people concerned including the 
youths they will gather and we 
interact with them, the DPO will 
be there to represent Commis-
sioner of Police or in most cases 
the Area Commander will go with 
us to enlighten the people on why 
the elder ones should discourage 
their children against violence, 
cultism and crimes. 

And you will agree with me 
that no thief lives in the air, they 
are our children, we know them 
that will be the second phase of 
our campaign to the communi-
ties to speak with the stakehold-
ers on why they should not get 
involved in crimes.  You can 
commit a crime and hide but 

Chima Chukwunyere

Saraki Magu

Chima Chukwunyere is the chairman Police Community Relations Committee (PCRC) Imo State. He has won several awards 
including the National PCRC Gold Star Award in Nigeria. He spoke to SABY ELEMBA on how the growing cordial relationship 
between the police and the Imo people was cultivated and nurtured. Excerpts
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‘Achievements of Lagos State Security 
Trust Fund validate calls for state police’
Since its establishment in 2007, the Lagos State Security Trust Fund has continuously provided support 
to the police and other security agencies in the state, in equipment and training, which has seen massive 
reduction in crime rate in the state. ZEBULON AGOMUO, editor, and CHUKS OLUIGBO, assistant editor, 
recently paid a visit to the Alpha House office of the Fund at Alausa, Ikeja, where Abdulrasaq Balogun, its 
Executive Secretary, spoke extensively on the workings of the Fund, its achievements and challenges. 

F
or the sake of proper 
understanding, what is 
the Lagos State Security 
Trust Fund all about?

The Trust Fund was 
created in 2007 by a law of the 
Lagos State House of Assembly. 
But prior to its creation, when the 
then state governor, Babatunde 
Fashola, won the election, he 
was concerned about security 
issues of the state and before his 
inauguration, he set up, I think, 
a 10-man committee headed by 
a former Inspector General of 
Police, Alhaji Musliu Smith, and 
made up of other people from the 
public and private sector to see 
how they could tackle the security 
challenges of Lagos State, particu-
larly the issue of funding. At the 
end of the day, they reached this 
agreement that the best way to 
solve the problem was to involve 
the private sector and also to have 
a trust fund created by the state so 
as to give it legitimacy, enabling it 
to reach out to the private sector 
for donations to support the trust 
fund. It was very clear at that time 
that the Federal Government was 
not forthcoming and no respon-
sible state governor will leave his 
state without appropriate security 
in place knowing that one of the 
primary responsibilities of govern-
ment is the welfare and security 
of its people. That was what led to 
the creation, and that was the first 
legislation passed in 2007 under 
the then government. Incidentally, 
I was part of that government 
because I was a member of the 
House of Assembly at that time. In 
a nutshell, the Trust Fund tries to 
reach out to the private and public 
sector, well-meaning Nigerians, 
to donate funds to support all the 
security agencies in Lagos State, 
particularly the police; it can be in 
cash or kind (equipment). One of 
our primary responsibilities in this 
Trust Fund is the Rapid Response 
Squad (RRS), and so every single 
equipment and wherewithal they 
need to perform is from this fund. 
In the last 10 years that the fund 
has been in operation, that has 
been its primary objective. What 
usually happens is that we get re-
quests and requisitions from these 
security agencies, not only the 
police but also other paramilitary 
agencies – Prisons, Immigration, 
Civil Defence – because they find 
us very accessible, and we try our 
best to assist them, but certainly 
we cannot meet all the demands.

One of the things that make 
us very effective is that we are 
totally devoid of government bu-
reaucracy, so there is little or no 
interference from the governor 
himself. The board is administered 
by me as an executive secretary 
and an eight-man Board of Trust-
ees made up of men and women 
who are accomplished in their 
endeavours, which also gives it a 

Abdulrasaq Balogun
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lot of credibility.
 
Would you say the establish-

ment of this Trust Fund has made 
the work of security agencies in 
Lagos State easier?

I think it has improved tremen-
dously in the last 10 years. The 
security agencies have realised 
that Lagos is doing so much for 
them, they say it out everywhere. 
And to whom much is given, much 
is expected. They are motivated. 
And it is not only about giving 
out equipment; if you give them 
equipment without maintaining 
the equipment, it won’t work. If 
you give them equipment without 
looking at their welfare, they are 
not going to be motivated. If you 
give them equipment and you do 
not train them, there will still be 
some ill-motivation. So those are 
the things we have collectively 
put together in this Trust Fund. 
It’s all encompassing. You see the 
physical cars but you don’t see 
the training programmes we are 
doing for them, or the insurance 
interventions we are doing in their 
medical care. As I speak, Lagos is 
the only state that I know that has 
an insurance scheme for police 
officers wherein if they die in the 
course of duty – we don’t pray 
that happens – their beneficiaries 
are given N10 million, and you 
don’t even need any bureaucracy 
or man-know-man to access that 
money.

 
You said other security outfits 

come to the Trust Fund for as-
sistance; does that include local 
vigilante groups like OPC and 
the others?

No, they are not included be-
cause those are not really estab-
lished government institutions; 
they are not known. But the ones 
that are recognised by the Consti-
tution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, all of them come to us for 

one form of assistance or the other.
 
What are some of the things 

that have been accomplished 
since you took over as executive 
secretary of the Trust Fund?

I took over in November 2015, 
and when I got in here, there were 
things that needed to be done to 
take the Trust Fund to another 
level. Our predecessors did a great 
job because there was no pre-
cedence; this is the first of such 
organisations in Nigeria. So, what 
I did was first to turn around the 
office space to make it more con-
ducive for staff to perform. When 
I came in we had just three staff, 
and it was also deliberate to keep 
the cost of running the Fund low. 
But if you wanted to take it higher 
to the extent of making it public, 
you needed more hands. We hired 
about two more hands, so we are 
about five. The next thing I tried 
to do was to make Lagosians see 
what the Trust Fund is doing – the 
Fund had been very conservative, 
and people did not know that we 
are the unseen hands behind some 
of the security successes. I reached 
out to radio stations, TV stations, 
and the print media just to propa-
gate the activities of the Trust 
Fund. I granted interviews here 
and there and the stations were 
quite receptive and impressed 
with what we are doing. Again, we 
also felt we needed to re-jig asset 
management; we felt there was a 

need for us to trace our assets with 
the security agencies and ensure 
they are properly utilised. That too 
we have put in place.

I think in November 2015, 
just as I resumed office, Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode rebranded 
the RRS from what it used to be 
and donated massive equipment 
– helicopters, vehicles, etc. I think 
that last donation was about 220 
vehicles, about 10 armoured per-
sonnel carriers, motorcycles, and 
so on. That’s how we started again, 
and since then I think we have 
been moving on.

Another thing I introduced 
very quickly was training. I be-
lieve that men and women should 
be trained and retrained. This is a 
civilian administration, they need 
to be civil, they need to know 
how to speak to people in public, 
and they also need to render as-
sistance. It’s not good enough that 
your car has broken down on the 
road and police officer just passes 
by. Now the mindset has changed; 
if you are stuck on the way they 
help you jumpstart your vehicle, 
assist you, tow your vehicle, and 
even get you fuel if your fuel fin-
ishes on the way – without any 
cost to you. These are part of the 
orientation the Trust Fund has 
tried to inculcate in them, coupled 
with our core responsibility of pro-
viding assets and support equip-
ment for them. And we have been 
doing that. I recall when I resumed, 
there was massive rainfall in Lagos 
at that time, and I got requisitions 
that they couldn’t patrol with their 
motorbikes because they didn’t 
have raingears. We immediately 
provided raingears and rain-boots. 
These may seem intangible but 
they are very important to the 
work of these security agencies. 
Again we realised that they didn’t 
have bullet-proof vests. How do 
you send police officers to combat 
crime without bullet-proof vests? 
It’s like sending them on a suicide 
mission. So we provided massive 
bullet-proof vests which are very 
expensive because the kind of 
threats they are exposed to is level 
4. There is a lot we have done in 
the last one year and as we speak, 
it’s ongoing. Obviously, it’s work 
in progress.

 
What are the major challenges 

the Trust Fund has faced in the 
course of carrying out its respon-
sibilities?

The major challenge, for me, 
is the issue of donations. Often 
some people don’t see it as a moral 
obligation. Yes, they say they pay 
taxes, and I agree. But also we try 
to explain to them that the task 
of carrying the police and all the 
security agencies on our shoulders 
in Lagos State is not our primary 
responsibility also; it is the Fed-
eral Government’s responsibility 
because all our agencies are under 
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the exclusive list of the constitu-
tion. But the challenges, I would 
say, are surmountable. It’s just 
for us to continue to reach out to 
people. You know we are some-
what like beggars and some people 
sometimes don’t even realise that 
I am just a custodian of this Trust 
Fund; it’s for all of us, I’m working 
on behalf of all Lagosians and, by 
extension, all Nigerians because 
everybody has a stake in Lagos. 
We have had tremendous support 
from particularly corporate organ-
isations – the banks and MTN in 
the telecom industry. I continue to 
talk about MTN because they have 
been very consistent and support-
ive of this organisation. So, it is a 
question of resources, but within 
our meagre resources, I think we 
have been very impactful.

 
What Lagos State is doing 

through the Security Trust Fund 
seems to lend credence to the call 
for state police. Do you think we 
should have state police?

Lagos State has always led the 
pack. We always tell whoever 
cares to listen: Lagos should not be 
treated as a state; it is a country of 
its own; the GDP of this state is big-
ger than those of quite a number of 
other neighbouring African coun-
tries. The challenges of Lagos are 
enormous. You have a state that is 
home to everyone, with about 21 
million people, and yet you treat it 
as a state? What is our allocation? 
It’s there for everyone to see. But 
coming to the issue of state police, 
we believe that if we took our 
destiny in our hands, we would do 
better. We are the only state that 
has a very effective Kick Against 
Indiscipline squad, we have the 
LASTMA squad that is very effec-
tive as well. In the next couple of 
weeks we are also going to launch 
a new Neighbourhood Safety 
Corps which will be like a grass-
roots neighbourhood police whose 
job is to gather intelligence and 
escalate it. We believe that for you 
to have effective policing, there is 
need for a lot of intelligence gath-
ering and information. If you look 
at all these apparatuses we have 
put in place and coupled with the 
fact that we are also assisting all 
other security agencies, then what 
stops us from having our own po-
lice? We are not saying it will be 
across board immediately; we can 
have a pilot scheme and even see 
whether it works. I’ve had a lot of 
debates on this and I think all the 
arguments against having a state 
police are not tenable. Once you 
change the constitution and allow 
states to take over their destiny, 
and you put legislations in place 
to control their activities, I’m sure 
these things will work without 
any abuse as being feared in some 
quarters.

 
Where do you get the bulk of 

your donations from? And has 
the economic recession in the 
country affected the inflow of 
donations in any way?

We get the bulk of our re-
sources from the private sector. 
Some of them realise that without 
a good security system in Lagos, 
their businesses will not thrive. 
You know, people tend to forget 
that there was a time bank rob-
bery was rife in Lagos, but we 
don’t hear about such things any-
more. So, corporate organisations 
are the ones supporting us. And 
when I say corporate, I am talking 
about majority of the banks, the 
big banks, though some banks 

have never done anything. In the 
telecoms industry which is big, 
it is only MTN that is supporting 
us. For individuals, we are try-
ing to make it easy for them; we 
are reaching out to them to let 
them understand that little drops 
of water make a mighty ocean. 
Lagos has a population of about 
21 million; if we were to get up 
to a million Lagosians donating 
just N1,000 per year, we would 
realise at least N1 billion from 
that. So, we are trying to let them 
know they can also contribute 
their quota. We are reaching out 
to them through interviews like 
this. We are also trying to create 
a platform wherein it will be easy 
for you to do a short code from the 
convenience of your phone and 
donate your widow’s mite to the 
Trust Fund. In that way, we can 
reach out to millions of Nigerians. 
And what are we doing in return? 
We are giving them safety tips. 
We get this information streaming 
in from all security agencies, and 
we can stream it to the public; they 
can subscribe to us and by so doing 
make some contribution for us to 
continue to support these secu-
rity agencies. We will continue to 
propagate the message and hope 
that people will have a change of 
mind and do the needful.

 
How often do these donations 

come?
That’s also the challenge. There 

is no organisation that can plan 
without some indices, such as 
income projection for the year. Un-
fortunately, we have not reached 
that stage. This is also what we 
are telling our sponsors and do-
nors, that they can stagger it on 
a quarterly or a monthly basis so 
we can have something to plan on. 
But again, as I said, because we are 
somewhat like beggars, we can’t 
impose on anyone how they want 
to make donations. After all, they 
are voluntary donations.

 
The activities of kidnappers 

have been rampant in Lagos in 
recent times, especially along the 
waterways. What is the Trust 
Fund doing about it?

This again is another opportu-
nity to ask the media to do surveys 
or documentaries because people 
must know what is happening, 
and the only way you can reach 
the people is the media. Lagos State 
is doing a lot of covert things that 
people do not see, and that’s the 
nature of security anyway. As I 
speak, Marine Police in Ikoyi is 
one of the organisations that we 
sponsor. Every month we provide 
diesel for them, up to 8,000 litres 
for their speedboats. Lagos State 
government has donated two big 
bullet-proof speedboats. Right 
now, it has also donated another 13 
boats. So in the fleet of the Marine 
Police they have about 26 boats, 
all funded by the Trust Fund and, 
by extension, Lagos State govern-
ment. The whole idea is to keep the 
waterways safe. The most instruc-
tive one, however, is the operation 
going on around the creeks you 
spoke about. Lagos State has 21 
creeks, but if you go to that area 
now, around Ikorodu, Ishawo and 

others, there are no more havens 
for kidnappers. All the thick for-
ests that gave them hideouts are 
no more there; they have all been 
removed. Government is channel-
ling the waterways to ensure there 
is no safe haven for kidnappers. 
There is also so much being done 
by the Federal Government – by 
the Army and the Air Force – to 
rid the place of hoodlums. And if 
you look at the trend, it is reduc-
ing. As a matter of fact, we know 
that even those guys perpetrating 
those heinous acts are also very 
tired because it is not easy for 
them anymore. You can’t be run-
ning helter-skelter every time, and 
that is what Lagos State is doing: 
we are going to sniff you out of 
those your hideouts.

 
What do you think has sus-

tained the Trust Fund so far?
The secrets, for me, are com-

mitment, transparency, account-
ability, prudence, and the support 
of Lagos State government, and I 
choose my words very advisedly. 
When I talk about commitment, 
I talk about the commitment of 
the members of the board who 
are accomplished in their own 
endeavours and yet they sit on 
the board for free trying to raise 
money. I talk about the com-
mitment of our management 
here, dedicated men and women. 
Without being immodest, I was 
the Chief Whip of the Lagos State 
House of Assembly for eight years, 
and for me to be sitting here, it is a 
question of commitment because 
certainly you have to maintain 
a very lean purse, you have to 
make a lot of sacrifices because of 
the job you are doing. So, I think 
commitment is critical. There is 
accountability: people want to see 
that their resources are accounted 
for. Transparency is also key. 

The general mindset of Nigeri-
ans is, ‘Oh, they just embezzle our 
money’. One of the benchmarks of 
this Trust Fund is its audit process 
and transparency. We are audited 
on a yearly basis by international 
organisations. Right now as we 
speak, Ernst&Young is conducting 
our audit. By the 31st of this month 

(March), our audit will be ready 
for the public to see. We also hold 
a town-hall meeting every year 
that is hosted by the governor 
wherein our stewardship for the 
year is reeled out for the citizens to 
see. And you cannot compromise 
these international organisations; 
they have a big reputation. In any 
case, there is even nothing to com-
promise because everything here 
is open and is accounted for in our 
journals on a yearly basis.

 
The police in Nigeria are gener-

ally known to be ‘rascally’ in their 
handling of equipment, especially 
vehicles. How do you ensure that 
these vehicles and other equip-
ment you donate to the police are 
properly utilised and maintained?

Now that I work closely with 
the police, I will keep on defend-
ing them because I have an un-
derstanding of how they work. 
I am not sure you will see any 
rickety RRS vehicle anywhere on 
the streets of Lagos; I want to be 
challenged on that. The reason is 
that we have a model: we don’t just 
donate these assets to them, we 
also maintain and repair and that’s 
why you see our cars in order. 

When you see those rickety 
vehicles of the Nigerian Police on 
the road, the reason is very simple: 
you can’t donate vehicles to the 
police and you expect the officer 
to fix it with his money; it’s not 
done. When we were younger, the 
police had a very good workshop 
and maintenance department, but 
now they are not there anymore. 
But again, by the very nature of 
the job of the police, you can give 
a man a car this morning and he 
crashes it in the evening. Except 
you want that when men of the 
Police Force see some infractions, 
they should not act because they 
don’t want to destroy a vehicle.  

 
What’s the message from the 

Trust Fund to the Lagos public?
Number one is to show our 

appreciation and gratitude to La-
gosians as a whole, first of all, for 
electing our governor to be at the 
helm of affairs of this state. That’s 
very important because once you 
don’t have a head that is forward-
looking, the whole system will 
collapse. Lagosians have elected a 
governor who in the last one-and-
half years has shown that he is 
capable and also that the security 
of lives and property is important 
to him. Secondly, we continue to 
appeal to them that the Lagos State 
Security Trust Fund is working 
on behalf of all of us in the state 
to keep us safe. Nobody would 
have meaningful businesses or 
sleep well at night if our security 
agencies are not well equipped 
and well motivated. And so, the 
message to Lagosians is for them 
to continue to support this Trust 
Fund and to let them understand 
that there is absolutely nothing 
that is too small. 

Let them also understand that 
it is not about money alone. If 
you have, for instance, a train-
ing institute and you think you 
can train some of our officers in 
certain aspects of their job, that is 
also a donation. If you are a media 
house and you think you can air 
the activities of the Trust Fund pro 
bono for maybe a quarter, that is 
a donation and assistance to the 
state. Lagosians should continue 
to assist the state so that we can 
continue to ensure that Lagos 
State is free of crime and unpleas-
ant things.

We always tell 
whoever cares 

to listen: Lagos 
should not be 

treated as a state; 
it is a country of 
its own; the GDP 

of this state is 
bigger than those 
of quite a number 

of other neigh-
bouring African 

countries

If you give them 
equipment without 

looking at their 
welfare, they are 
not going to be 

motivated. 
If you give them 
equipment and 

you do not train 
them, there will 

still be some
 ill-motivation
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‘Achievements of Lagos State Security 
Trust Fund validate calls for state police’
Since its establishment in 2007, the Lagos State Security Trust Fund has continuously provided support 
to the police and other security agencies in the state, in equipment and training, which has seen massive 
reduction in crime rate in the state. ZEBULON AGOMUO, editor, and CHUKS OLUIGBO, assistant editor, 
recently paid a visit to the Alpha House office of the Fund at Alausa, Ikeja, where Abdulrasaq Balogun, its 
Executive Secretary, spoke extensively on the workings of the Fund, its achievements and challenges. 

F
or the sake of proper 
understanding, what is 
the Lagos State Security 
Trust Fund all about?

The Trust Fund was 
created in 2007 by a law of the 
Lagos State House of Assembly. 
But prior to its creation, when the 
then state governor, Babatunde 
Fashola, won the election, he 
was concerned about security 
issues of the state and before his 
inauguration, he set up, I think, 
a 10-man committee headed by 
a former Inspector General of 
Police, Alhaji Musliu Smith, and 
made up of other people from the 
public and private sector to see 
how they could tackle the security 
challenges of Lagos State, particu-
larly the issue of funding. At the 
end of the day, they reached this 
agreement that the best way to 
solve the problem was to involve 
the private sector and also to have 
a trust fund created by the state so 
as to give it legitimacy, enabling it 
to reach out to the private sector 
for donations to support the trust 
fund. It was very clear at that time 
that the Federal Government was 
not forthcoming and no respon-
sible state governor will leave his 
state without appropriate security 
in place knowing that one of the 
primary responsibilities of govern-
ment is the welfare and security 
of its people. That was what led to 
the creation, and that was the first 
legislation passed in 2007 under 
the then government. Incidentally, 
I was part of that government 
because I was a member of the 
House of Assembly at that time. In 
a nutshell, the Trust Fund tries to 
reach out to the private and public 
sector, well-meaning Nigerians, 
to donate funds to support all the 
security agencies in Lagos State, 
particularly the police; it can be in 
cash or kind (equipment). One of 
our primary responsibilities in this 
Trust Fund is the Rapid Response 
Squad (RRS), and so every single 
equipment and wherewithal they 
need to perform is from this fund. 
In the last 10 years that the fund 
has been in operation, that has 
been its primary objective. What 
usually happens is that we get re-
quests and requisitions from these 
security agencies, not only the 
police but also other paramilitary 
agencies – Prisons, Immigration, 
Civil Defence – because they find 
us very accessible, and we try our 
best to assist them, but certainly 
we cannot meet all the demands.

One of the things that make 
us very effective is that we are 
totally devoid of government bu-
reaucracy, so there is little or no 
interference from the governor 
himself. The board is administered 
by me as an executive secretary 
and an eight-man Board of Trust-
ees made up of men and women 
who are accomplished in their 
endeavours, which also gives it a 
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lot of credibility.
 
Would you say the establish-

ment of this Trust Fund has made 
the work of security agencies in 
Lagos State easier?

I think it has improved tremen-
dously in the last 10 years. The 
security agencies have realised 
that Lagos is doing so much for 
them, they say it out everywhere. 
And to whom much is given, much 
is expected. They are motivated. 
And it is not only about giving 
out equipment; if you give them 
equipment without maintaining 
the equipment, it won’t work. If 
you give them equipment without 
looking at their welfare, they are 
not going to be motivated. If you 
give them equipment and you do 
not train them, there will still be 
some ill-motivation. So those are 
the things we have collectively 
put together in this Trust Fund. 
It’s all encompassing. You see the 
physical cars but you don’t see 
the training programmes we are 
doing for them, or the insurance 
interventions we are doing in their 
medical care. As I speak, Lagos is 
the only state that I know that has 
an insurance scheme for police 
officers wherein if they die in the 
course of duty – we don’t pray 
that happens – their beneficiaries 
are given N10 million, and you 
don’t even need any bureaucracy 
or man-know-man to access that 
money.

 
You said other security outfits 

come to the Trust Fund for as-
sistance; does that include local 
vigilante groups like OPC and 
the others?

No, they are not included be-
cause those are not really estab-
lished government institutions; 
they are not known. But the ones 
that are recognised by the Consti-
tution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, all of them come to us for 

one form of assistance or the other.
 
What are some of the things 

that have been accomplished 
since you took over as executive 
secretary of the Trust Fund?

I took over in November 2015, 
and when I got in here, there were 
things that needed to be done to 
take the Trust Fund to another 
level. Our predecessors did a great 
job because there was no pre-
cedence; this is the first of such 
organisations in Nigeria. So, what 
I did was first to turn around the 
office space to make it more con-
ducive for staff to perform. When 
I came in we had just three staff, 
and it was also deliberate to keep 
the cost of running the Fund low. 
But if you wanted to take it higher 
to the extent of making it public, 
you needed more hands. We hired 
about two more hands, so we are 
about five. The next thing I tried 
to do was to make Lagosians see 
what the Trust Fund is doing – the 
Fund had been very conservative, 
and people did not know that we 
are the unseen hands behind some 
of the security successes. I reached 
out to radio stations, TV stations, 
and the print media just to propa-
gate the activities of the Trust 
Fund. I granted interviews here 
and there and the stations were 
quite receptive and impressed 
with what we are doing. Again, we 
also felt we needed to re-jig asset 
management; we felt there was a 

need for us to trace our assets with 
the security agencies and ensure 
they are properly utilised. That too 
we have put in place.

I think in November 2015, 
just as I resumed office, Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode rebranded 
the RRS from what it used to be 
and donated massive equipment 
– helicopters, vehicles, etc. I think 
that last donation was about 220 
vehicles, about 10 armoured per-
sonnel carriers, motorcycles, and 
so on. That’s how we started again, 
and since then I think we have 
been moving on.

Another thing I introduced 
very quickly was training. I be-
lieve that men and women should 
be trained and retrained. This is a 
civilian administration, they need 
to be civil, they need to know 
how to speak to people in public, 
and they also need to render as-
sistance. It’s not good enough that 
your car has broken down on the 
road and police officer just passes 
by. Now the mindset has changed; 
if you are stuck on the way they 
help you jumpstart your vehicle, 
assist you, tow your vehicle, and 
even get you fuel if your fuel fin-
ishes on the way – without any 
cost to you. These are part of the 
orientation the Trust Fund has 
tried to inculcate in them, coupled 
with our core responsibility of pro-
viding assets and support equip-
ment for them. And we have been 
doing that. I recall when I resumed, 
there was massive rainfall in Lagos 
at that time, and I got requisitions 
that they couldn’t patrol with their 
motorbikes because they didn’t 
have raingears. We immediately 
provided raingears and rain-boots. 
These may seem intangible but 
they are very important to the 
work of these security agencies. 
Again we realised that they didn’t 
have bullet-proof vests. How do 
you send police officers to combat 
crime without bullet-proof vests? 
It’s like sending them on a suicide 
mission. So we provided massive 
bullet-proof vests which are very 
expensive because the kind of 
threats they are exposed to is level 
4. There is a lot we have done in 
the last one year and as we speak, 
it’s ongoing. Obviously, it’s work 
in progress.

 
What are the major challenges 

the Trust Fund has faced in the 
course of carrying out its respon-
sibilities?

The major challenge, for me, 
is the issue of donations. Often 
some people don’t see it as a moral 
obligation. Yes, they say they pay 
taxes, and I agree. But also we try 
to explain to them that the task 
of carrying the police and all the 
security agencies on our shoulders 
in Lagos State is not our primary 
responsibility also; it is the Fed-
eral Government’s responsibility 
because all our agencies are under 
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the exclusive list of the constitu-
tion. But the challenges, I would 
say, are surmountable. It’s just 
for us to continue to reach out to 
people. You know we are some-
what like beggars and some people 
sometimes don’t even realise that 
I am just a custodian of this Trust 
Fund; it’s for all of us, I’m working 
on behalf of all Lagosians and, by 
extension, all Nigerians because 
everybody has a stake in Lagos. 
We have had tremendous support 
from particularly corporate organ-
isations – the banks and MTN in 
the telecom industry. I continue to 
talk about MTN because they have 
been very consistent and support-
ive of this organisation. So, it is a 
question of resources, but within 
our meagre resources, I think we 
have been very impactful.

 
What Lagos State is doing 

through the Security Trust Fund 
seems to lend credence to the call 
for state police. Do you think we 
should have state police?

Lagos State has always led the 
pack. We always tell whoever 
cares to listen: Lagos should not be 
treated as a state; it is a country of 
its own; the GDP of this state is big-
ger than those of quite a number of 
other neighbouring African coun-
tries. The challenges of Lagos are 
enormous. You have a state that is 
home to everyone, with about 21 
million people, and yet you treat it 
as a state? What is our allocation? 
It’s there for everyone to see. But 
coming to the issue of state police, 
we believe that if we took our 
destiny in our hands, we would do 
better. We are the only state that 
has a very effective Kick Against 
Indiscipline squad, we have the 
LASTMA squad that is very effec-
tive as well. In the next couple of 
weeks we are also going to launch 
a new Neighbourhood Safety 
Corps which will be like a grass-
roots neighbourhood police whose 
job is to gather intelligence and 
escalate it. We believe that for you 
to have effective policing, there is 
need for a lot of intelligence gath-
ering and information. If you look 
at all these apparatuses we have 
put in place and coupled with the 
fact that we are also assisting all 
other security agencies, then what 
stops us from having our own po-
lice? We are not saying it will be 
across board immediately; we can 
have a pilot scheme and even see 
whether it works. I’ve had a lot of 
debates on this and I think all the 
arguments against having a state 
police are not tenable. Once you 
change the constitution and allow 
states to take over their destiny, 
and you put legislations in place 
to control their activities, I’m sure 
these things will work without 
any abuse as being feared in some 
quarters.

 
Where do you get the bulk of 

your donations from? And has 
the economic recession in the 
country affected the inflow of 
donations in any way?

We get the bulk of our re-
sources from the private sector. 
Some of them realise that without 
a good security system in Lagos, 
their businesses will not thrive. 
You know, people tend to forget 
that there was a time bank rob-
bery was rife in Lagos, but we 
don’t hear about such things any-
more. So, corporate organisations 
are the ones supporting us. And 
when I say corporate, I am talking 
about majority of the banks, the 
big banks, though some banks 

have never done anything. In the 
telecoms industry which is big, 
it is only MTN that is supporting 
us. For individuals, we are try-
ing to make it easy for them; we 
are reaching out to them to let 
them understand that little drops 
of water make a mighty ocean. 
Lagos has a population of about 
21 million; if we were to get up 
to a million Lagosians donating 
just N1,000 per year, we would 
realise at least N1 billion from 
that. So, we are trying to let them 
know they can also contribute 
their quota. We are reaching out 
to them through interviews like 
this. We are also trying to create 
a platform wherein it will be easy 
for you to do a short code from the 
convenience of your phone and 
donate your widow’s mite to the 
Trust Fund. In that way, we can 
reach out to millions of Nigerians. 
And what are we doing in return? 
We are giving them safety tips. 
We get this information streaming 
in from all security agencies, and 
we can stream it to the public; they 
can subscribe to us and by so doing 
make some contribution for us to 
continue to support these secu-
rity agencies. We will continue to 
propagate the message and hope 
that people will have a change of 
mind and do the needful.

 
How often do these donations 

come?
That’s also the challenge. There 

is no organisation that can plan 
without some indices, such as 
income projection for the year. Un-
fortunately, we have not reached 
that stage. This is also what we 
are telling our sponsors and do-
nors, that they can stagger it on 
a quarterly or a monthly basis so 
we can have something to plan on. 
But again, as I said, because we are 
somewhat like beggars, we can’t 
impose on anyone how they want 
to make donations. After all, they 
are voluntary donations.

 
The activities of kidnappers 

have been rampant in Lagos in 
recent times, especially along the 
waterways. What is the Trust 
Fund doing about it?

This again is another opportu-
nity to ask the media to do surveys 
or documentaries because people 
must know what is happening, 
and the only way you can reach 
the people is the media. Lagos State 
is doing a lot of covert things that 
people do not see, and that’s the 
nature of security anyway. As I 
speak, Marine Police in Ikoyi is 
one of the organisations that we 
sponsor. Every month we provide 
diesel for them, up to 8,000 litres 
for their speedboats. Lagos State 
government has donated two big 
bullet-proof speedboats. Right 
now, it has also donated another 13 
boats. So in the fleet of the Marine 
Police they have about 26 boats, 
all funded by the Trust Fund and, 
by extension, Lagos State govern-
ment. The whole idea is to keep the 
waterways safe. The most instruc-
tive one, however, is the operation 
going on around the creeks you 
spoke about. Lagos State has 21 
creeks, but if you go to that area 
now, around Ikorodu, Ishawo and 

others, there are no more havens 
for kidnappers. All the thick for-
ests that gave them hideouts are 
no more there; they have all been 
removed. Government is channel-
ling the waterways to ensure there 
is no safe haven for kidnappers. 
There is also so much being done 
by the Federal Government – by 
the Army and the Air Force – to 
rid the place of hoodlums. And if 
you look at the trend, it is reduc-
ing. As a matter of fact, we know 
that even those guys perpetrating 
those heinous acts are also very 
tired because it is not easy for 
them anymore. You can’t be run-
ning helter-skelter every time, and 
that is what Lagos State is doing: 
we are going to sniff you out of 
those your hideouts.

 
What do you think has sus-

tained the Trust Fund so far?
The secrets, for me, are com-

mitment, transparency, account-
ability, prudence, and the support 
of Lagos State government, and I 
choose my words very advisedly. 
When I talk about commitment, 
I talk about the commitment of 
the members of the board who 
are accomplished in their own 
endeavours and yet they sit on 
the board for free trying to raise 
money. I talk about the com-
mitment of our management 
here, dedicated men and women. 
Without being immodest, I was 
the Chief Whip of the Lagos State 
House of Assembly for eight years, 
and for me to be sitting here, it is a 
question of commitment because 
certainly you have to maintain 
a very lean purse, you have to 
make a lot of sacrifices because of 
the job you are doing. So, I think 
commitment is critical. There is 
accountability: people want to see 
that their resources are accounted 
for. Transparency is also key. 

The general mindset of Nigeri-
ans is, ‘Oh, they just embezzle our 
money’. One of the benchmarks of 
this Trust Fund is its audit process 
and transparency. We are audited 
on a yearly basis by international 
organisations. Right now as we 
speak, Ernst&Young is conducting 
our audit. By the 31st of this month 

(March), our audit will be ready 
for the public to see. We also hold 
a town-hall meeting every year 
that is hosted by the governor 
wherein our stewardship for the 
year is reeled out for the citizens to 
see. And you cannot compromise 
these international organisations; 
they have a big reputation. In any 
case, there is even nothing to com-
promise because everything here 
is open and is accounted for in our 
journals on a yearly basis.

 
The police in Nigeria are gener-

ally known to be ‘rascally’ in their 
handling of equipment, especially 
vehicles. How do you ensure that 
these vehicles and other equip-
ment you donate to the police are 
properly utilised and maintained?

Now that I work closely with 
the police, I will keep on defend-
ing them because I have an un-
derstanding of how they work. 
I am not sure you will see any 
rickety RRS vehicle anywhere on 
the streets of Lagos; I want to be 
challenged on that. The reason is 
that we have a model: we don’t just 
donate these assets to them, we 
also maintain and repair and that’s 
why you see our cars in order. 

When you see those rickety 
vehicles of the Nigerian Police on 
the road, the reason is very simple: 
you can’t donate vehicles to the 
police and you expect the officer 
to fix it with his money; it’s not 
done. When we were younger, the 
police had a very good workshop 
and maintenance department, but 
now they are not there anymore. 
But again, by the very nature of 
the job of the police, you can give 
a man a car this morning and he 
crashes it in the evening. Except 
you want that when men of the 
Police Force see some infractions, 
they should not act because they 
don’t want to destroy a vehicle.  

 
What’s the message from the 

Trust Fund to the Lagos public?
Number one is to show our 

appreciation and gratitude to La-
gosians as a whole, first of all, for 
electing our governor to be at the 
helm of affairs of this state. That’s 
very important because once you 
don’t have a head that is forward-
looking, the whole system will 
collapse. Lagosians have elected a 
governor who in the last one-and-
half years has shown that he is 
capable and also that the security 
of lives and property is important 
to him. Secondly, we continue to 
appeal to them that the Lagos State 
Security Trust Fund is working 
on behalf of all of us in the state 
to keep us safe. Nobody would 
have meaningful businesses or 
sleep well at night if our security 
agencies are not well equipped 
and well motivated. And so, the 
message to Lagosians is for them 
to continue to support this Trust 
Fund and to let them understand 
that there is absolutely nothing 
that is too small. 

Let them also understand that 
it is not about money alone. If 
you have, for instance, a train-
ing institute and you think you 
can train some of our officers in 
certain aspects of their job, that is 
also a donation. If you are a media 
house and you think you can air 
the activities of the Trust Fund pro 
bono for maybe a quarter, that is 
a donation and assistance to the 
state. Lagosians should continue 
to assist the state so that we can 
continue to ensure that Lagos 
State is free of crime and unpleas-
ant things.

We always tell 
whoever cares 

to listen: Lagos 
should not be 

treated as a state; 
it is a country of 
its own; the GDP 

of this state is 
bigger than those 
of quite a number 

of other neigh-
bouring African 

countries
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Nigeria: Still an investors’ delight in Africa

Osita Oparaugo

N
igeria’s recent offer-
ing of $1bn bond at 
the London Stock 
Exchange (LSE) was 
about eight times 

oversubscribed, according to 
the Exchange. The 15-year bond, 
offering 7.875 percent in yield, is 
already trading on the LSE.

In a statement, the Exchange 
said the over-subscription is a 
strong statement of international 
investor interest in building ex-
posure to Nigeria’s economy. In 
addition, analysts at the Abuja-
based Institute for Fiscal Studies 
Nigeria believe that the issuance, 
over-subscription and listing 
of Nigeria Eurobond at the LSE 
clearly “underscored the confi-
dence and appetite foreign inves-
tors have on Nigerian market”.

Rislanudeen Muhammad, 
Senior Fellow and Monetary 
Policy Lead of the Institute, said 
the investor confidence is “de-
spite initial pessimism that the 
bond issuance will have chal-
lenges due in large part to three 
consecutive quarters of negative 
GDP growth rate and rising infla-
tion rate”.

“The success also shows that 
with right policy direction, Nige-
ria can attract the requisite capi-
tal to plug its huge infrastructure 
gap and budget deficit, especially 
as it relates to capital expenditure 
where multiplier effects of reflat-
ing the economy that is in reces-
sion, job creation and improving 
our GDP growth rate abound,” 
observed Muhammad, who is 
also a former acting managing 
director at the Unity Bank.

As managing director of Foot-
print to Africa, I can comfort-
ably say investor confidence in 
Nigeria and other markets in 
Africa is on the rise. Investors 
have shown great interest in the 
Nigerian economy, especially in 
three sectors. Indicated interests 
in agriculture and power genera-
tion are substantial. The massive 
enquiries and mandates we have 
received in the mining sector 
show greatly that there will be 
light at the end of the tunnel for 
Nigeria.

If our reports and findings 
remain as they are, Nigeria’s 
economic recovery would begin 
in 2017. Little wonder the IMF 
had, in a report titled ‘World 
Economic Outlook October 2016: 
Subdued Demand, Symptoms 
and Remedies’, projected Nige-
ria’s GDP to grow by 0.6 percent 
in 2017 even as global growth 
averages at 3.4 percent in 2017.

The Eurobond may not be the 
only international borrowing 
programme by the Muhammadu 
Buhari-led Nigerian govern-
ment, as a proposal is currently 
before the National Assembly 
to approve yet another $30bn, 
three-year borrowing plan to 
finance Nigeria’s budgets up 
to 2019. Just last Wednesday, 
the Senate approved President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s request 
to raise additional $500 million 

OSITA OPARAUGO

Eurobond from the international 
capital market to fund the 2016 
budget deficit.

The IMF had fixed Nige-
ria’s GDP at about $415.08bn in 
2016 from its 2015 position of 
$493.831bn. South Africa came 
a distant second with a GDP of 
about $280.367bn, representing a 
drop from the $314.732bn in 2015. 
This clearly shows that Nigeria is 
still an economic powerhouse on 
the African continent.

Several factors give Nigeria 
an edge. These include:

A young population
With a huge population pro-

jected at 182m, of which about 
91m are under 30 years, ac-
cording to data from National 
Population Commission (NPC), 
Nigeria is a ready market. The 
NPC also estimates that Nigeria’s 
population grows at 3.5 percent 
annually. This population means 
huge demand for goods and ser-
vices. Nigeria also sits in vantage 
position in West Africa and can 
thus also take a significant slice of 
the entire West African market.

Agriculture and value chain
Nigeria has massive land for 

agriculture with over 84 million 
hectares of arable land, of which 
only 40 percent is cultivated, ac-
cording to statistics from Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture and Ru-
ral Development. Official figures 
also show that Nigeria has over 
230 billion cubic metres of wa-
ter and abundant and reliable 
rainfall in over two-thirds of its 
territory; the country has some 
of the richest natural resources 
for agricultural production in 
the world.

Just about anything grows 
relatively well in Nigeria – maize, 
rice, wheat, cereals, vegetables, 
palm trees, gum arabic, rubber, 
cocoa, groundnut, sesame seeds, 
and so on. Prior to the oil boom 
era in 1960s, Nigeria dominated 
the rest of the world in the pro-
duction of many commodities, 

accounting for 42 percent of the 
world’s production of groundnut, 
27 percent of oil palm, 18 percent 
of cocoa, 38 percent of cassava 
and 1.4 percent of cotton, accord-
ing to data from Nigeria Export 
Import Bank (NEXIM).

The agric value chains are 
yet another untapped goldmine. 
Nigeria lost her leading position 
owing to dearth of investment 
in agriculture and the inability 
of its value chains over the years 
to match the pace of popula-
tion growth. As recent as 2014, 
Nigeria spent N1.3trn on four 
products alone (wheat, rice, sugar 
and fish), NEXIM Bank data show. 
The Federal Ministry of Agricul-
ture observed that Nigeria lost 
about US$10bn (N1.6trn) annual 
export opportunities in crops 
like oil palm, cocoa, groundnut 
and cotton.

Solid minerals and the value 
chain

Solid minerals remain largely 
untapped with illegal mining 
taking the centre-stage across the 
country. According to NEITI/CBN 
report, total revenue from the 
solid minerals sector amounted 
to a pathetic N31.449bn in 2012 
and accounting for just 0.02 per-
cent of export earnings.

Sunny Ekosin, president, Min-
ers’ Empowerment Association of 
Nigeria, also recently gave chill-
ing statistics of how much Nigeria 
is losing not only through mining 
but through its natural resources 
as well. He had said Nigeria is los-
ing about N50trn annually from 
untapped resources that abound 
in the nation’s soil.

The Nigeria Extractive In-
dustries Transparency Initiative 
(NEITI) audit report of 2012 shows 
that there are about 40 differ-
ent types of solid minerals and 
precious metals in the country’s 
soils waiting to be tapped. About 
70 percent of these resources are 
buried in the bowels of North 
Central (Middle Belt) Nigeria. 

States like Benue, Nasarawa, 
Kogi, Niger and Plateau are rich 
in mineral deposits. Considering 
gold alone, Ekosin said Nigeria is 
losing N8trn (about $50bn) annu-
ally not exploiting gold.

In addition, liquid steel re-
source is wasting away in Abeo-
kuta, Ogun State, while Zamfara, 
Bauchi, Benue, Enugu, Kogi, 
Zamfara, etc have large deposits 
of various solid minerals number-
ing over 25.

Aviation
The Nigerian government has 

evolved a programme that would 
see private sector participation in 
Nigeria’s aviation industry which 
has capacity of outperforming 
any African market. Nigerian 
aviation contributes a meagre 
$0.7bn or 0.4 percent to the GDP, 
even though it has potential to 
contribute in excess of 5 percent 
to the GDP and support in excess 
of one million jobs, according to 
Osita Chidoka, former Minister 
of Aviation.

For Nigeria to really tap sig-
nificantly its potentials in avia-
tion business, it must, at least, be 
the West African regional hub, 
connecting more destinations 
across the globe. This will attract 
huge traffic and investments into 
the industry. Nigeria has capacity 
of being a regional hub because of 

its strategic location. Nigeria con-
nects to Europe, Americas and 
Asia in relatively short time – in 
an average of eight hours. In some 
of the countries, Nigeria connects 
them in just six hours.

The Nigerian government 
hopes to attract in excess $10 bil-
lion to its aviation industry from 
the concession of the airport 
terminals, licensing a private 
sector-driven national carrier, es-
tablishing a private sector-driven 
MRO, building perishable cargo 
terminals, and developing airport 
cities (aerotropolis), among others 
as Nigeria air traffic is projected to 
hit 25 million annually in 2020.

Power sector
Nigeria projects to generate 

40,000MW and more of electric-
ity between now and 2020 in an 
investment worth over $35bn. 
The power generation is largely 
inadequate in Nigeria, currently 
at less than 4,000MW. Discern-
ing investors are actively seeking 
ways to invest in Nigeria’s power 
sector. Nigeria can produce about 
40,000MW of electricity from all 
of its proven gas reserves for ap-
proximately 60 years, according 
to greendealnigeria.org. Nigeria’s 
power sector is out of govern-
ment total control and is already 
witnessing significant invest-
ments from the private sector.

Infrastructure
The Integrated Infrastructure 

Master Plan (NIIMP) developed a 
30-year roadmap infrastructure 
development plan for Nigeria 
and had projected that Nige-
ria required at least $2 trillion 
(N398.1trn) for infrastructure 
development over the next three 
decades. This plan would be 
largely in roads, rail, bridges, 
housing, etc.

Otis Anyaeji, chief execu-
tive, IA&CE, in a paper entitled 
‘Engineering Valuation, Cost 
Engineering and Engineering 
Economy Perspectives in the 
Implementation of the National 
Integrated Infrastructure Master 
Plan’, had said Nigeria needs in-
vestments valued at over $500bn 
for roads, $25bn for the aviation 
sector, $30bn for the maritime 
sector, $75bn for ICT infrastruc-
ture, and over $900bn for elec-
tricity generation in the next 30 
years.

Nigeria is in excess of 10 mil-
lion housing deficit. To bridge this 
gap, Nigeria must build at least 1 
million housing units annually 
consistently for 10 years through 
investments worth over N40trn.

Conclusion
Nigeria’s economy is looking 

up. The government’s commit-
ment to improving infrastruc-
ture and fighting corruption is 
already yielding results. Already, 
about 30 percent (N1.765trn) of 
the about N6.88trn 2017 budget 
estimate is dedicated to capital 
projects with a commitment to 
increasing the percentage going 
forward.

Oparaugo is the Managing 
Director/CEO, Footprint to Africa 
Ltd, a leading business and finan-
cial news resource and investment 
bridge company. 
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A new approach to doing 
business in Nigeria

Perspective

F
iscal responsibility and 
government reform 
are going to be good 
themes for governing, 
well at any time, but 

particularly coming out of a re-
covery. – Bob McDonnell 

Nigeria is ranked 170 out of 
189 countries appraised on the 
‘Ease of Doing Business”. This 
is heart warming, going by the 
World Bank Ease of Doing Busi-
ness 2016 report.

The focal point of the evalu-
ation by the global apex bank is 
premised on the policies govern-
ment put in place to guarantee 
business start-ups, a seamless 
process in getting permits, or 
licenses depending on the sec-
tor of investment. Power, loan, 
land permit, payment of multiple 
taxes, bureaucracy bottle necks, 
among others. Important to note 
is Nigeria’s minimal rise to 169, 
quite insignificant in relation 
to other African countries with 
impressive rankings: Mauritius 
(32), Rwanda (62), Botswana (72), 
South Africa (73), to mention a 
few.

Nonetheless, the sharp de-
cline and prompt decision by 
the current administration to 
re-evaluate the ease of doing 
business policies, points to the 
fact that existing investment 
policies have not been optimal 
in performance and need a ‘re-
set’ with the view of attracting 
the desirable investors into the 
country.

There is therefore an exigen-
cy to discern the challenges and 
redirect Nigeria’s investment 
policies, such that our present 
national revenue generation 
will improve beyond its pres-
ent stage for it to forge ahead 
and take its rightful position in 
the global economic relations. 
Being the largest economy in 
Africa and one of the most vi-
brant in the world, Nigeria has 
no option than of course make 
its economy less dependent on 
oil and more independent on her 
immense human capital reser-
voir, which cut across all sectors 
of the economy.

This constitutes the policy 
drive and focus of the nouvelle 
Presidential Enabling Business 
Council (PEBEC) chaired by 
Vice President, Professor Yemi 
Osinbajo (SAN) with the minister 
of Industry, Trade and Invest-
ment, Okechukwu Enelamah 
serving as vice chair. Nine other 
ministers: Budget and Planning, 
Environment, Finance, Foreign 
Affairs, Interior, Attorney Gen-
eral of the Federation, Power, 
Works and Housing, Transport, 
Information, Culture and Tour-
ism, the Head of the Civil Service 

of the Federation, Governor of 
the Central Bank of Nigeria and 
representatives of the National 
Assembly, the private sector 
are all members of the council 
established to expand the scope 
of investment opportunities in 
Nigeria and review the previous 
investment policies to identify 
weaknesses and justify the es-
tablishment of the council.

The council is coordinated 
by Dr Jumoke Oduwole, the 
Senior Special Assistant to the 
President on Industry, Trade and 
Investment. The vision of the 
council is to drive improvement 
in Nigeria’s business environ-
ment and ensure Nigeria ranks 
100 in the World Bank ‘Ease of 
Doing Business’ by 2019.

Cons e quently,  President 
Muhammadu Buhari, while in 
Kenya for the Tokyo Interna-
tional Conference on African 
Development (TICAD VI) utilized 
the forum to showcase the com-
mitment of his administration in 
the establishment of the PEBEC 
whose sole aim is total removal 
of all forms of bottlenecks that 
stifle the inflow of FDI and 
potential economic activity in 
Nigeria.

The partnership between the 
Executive and Legislative was 
on display during the expanded 
meeting of the PEBEC, it had 
the Senate President, Dr Bukola 
Saraki and Speaker of House of 
Representative Rt. Hon Yakubu 
Dogara in attendance. The aim is 
the speedy passage into law, bills 
seeking to reduce impediment 
experienced by local and foreign 
investors.

The bills in question are – 
Credit Bureau Bill to enable easy 
and fast access to credit for en-
trepreneurs, reduce default risk 
and improve allocation of new 
credit, the second bill - National 
Collateral Registry Bill would be 
a register of all collaterals used to 
facilitate loans by creditors, the 
bill when passed will eliminate 
customers from giving one col-
lateral to secure multiple loans.

Former Prime Minister of 
Georgia, Nika Gilauri who dur-
ing his tenure Georgia moved his 
country from 116 to 8 on World 
Bank’s ‘Ease of Doing Business’ 
attended the PEBEC meeting 
and said ‘Nigeria faces an urgent 
need to increase competitiveness 
to utilize its gigantic potential, to 
accelerate growth by creating 
opportunities for private sector 
through smart regulation and 
reduction of red tape’

The PEBEC endorsed a de-
tailed 60 day reform plan fol-
lowed by 504 comprehensive 
actions already being imple-
mented. Osinbajo had visited 
the Murtala Muhammed Inter-
national Airport (MMIA), Lagos, 
for an unscheduled on the spot 
assessment of Nigeria’s major 
window to the world. In the 
course of his assessment of facili-
ties he noted “as part of our work 
on the Ease of Doing Business, 
on making the environment 
friendly, not just for local busi-
ness …… the airport obviously 
is one of the major places where 
we need to ensure that facilities 
are working and that things are 
being run properly”. Forty-eight 
hours after his visit, the Manag-

ing Director, Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) 
instructed engineers to begin re-
pair works on all facilities at the 
MMIA with immediate effect.

The current administration 
has exhibited a determined 
political will, to bring succour 
for foreign investors and teem-
ing army of entrepreneurs. It 
should be noted that, during the 
last PEBEC meeting, the council 
looked at three broad areas to 
improve the business climate 
in Nigeria, which are the entry 
and exit of goods, the entry and 
exit of persons into Nigeria and 
general government transpar-
ency and efficiency in agencies 
and parastatals of government. 
Another target of importance is 
the single digit lending to the real 
sector, with the aim of increasing 
access to small businesses that 
constitute a huge percentage 
of the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP).

As highlighted, fruits of this 
reform are being felt already, the 
upgrade of the Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC) online portal 
to enable investors register their 
business without visiting CAC 
office has commenced, seven 
forms needed to fill at CAC for 
company incorporation has 
been reduced to just one. An 
investor can now get his Tax 
Identification Number (TIN) on-
line without visiting the Federal 
Inland Revenue Services (FIRS).

Additionally, work is ongoing 
to reduce the number of agencies 
operating in the ports to only six. 
The Single Window Initiative at 
the ports will soon be coming 
on stream. Nigeria Immigration 

Service (NIS) Visa on Arrival and 
forty-eight hours visa processing 
are functional, the NIS has ef-
fected a harmonised departure 
and arrival form for Nigerians 
and non-Nigerians.

To acclimatise all this laud-
able policies, the Foreign Affairs 
Minister Geoffrey Onyeama 
via the Economic Diplomacy 
policy thrust, initiated a Match-
Making data base Platform in 
the 119 Foreign Missions for 
international businesses to have 
an inter-connectivity and hitch-
free investments entrance. The 
missions will serve as a one stop-
shop through which investors 
can find suitable information, an 
aperture for Nigeria to showcase 
her products to the world mar-
ket, and enable foreign investors 
an all-encompassing access to 
bring in FDI and export promo-
tion for the growth of the Nige-
rian economy.

Joining forces with PEBEC in 
the ease of doing business in Ni-
geria, the ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs is marshalling a blueprint 
for Nigerian entrepreneurs who 
want to export their products 
and furnishing foreign investors 
with the full information needed 
about investment in Nigeria. 
This will also help Nigerians 
in the Diaspora to search for 
partners in Nigeria and other 
countries using the data from 
the various missions.

It is evident that the economic 
policy of government is reposi-
tioning the Nigerian economy 
towards the right direction. 
Nigeria’s recent Euro bond of $1 
billion was oversubscribed; this 
signals investors’ confidence in 
Government’s economic policy. 
With the PEBEC completing its 
set targeted 60 days action plan, 
we can expect a good ranking 
from the World Bank for the 
Nigerian economy to rebound 
unto the global map, attracting 
both foreign and local investors.

Sequel to the PEBEC policy, an 
international consortium made 
up of Fortune 500 companies; 
Power China, South Korea’s 
GSE&C, Dubai-based AGMC are 
investing a whopping $20 bil-
lion to develop the Gas Revolu-
tion Industrial Park (GRIP). This 
Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
is projected to generate 250,000 
direct and indirect jobs.

The just released ambitious 
Economic Recovery Growth 
Plan (ERGP) by the Buhari led 
administration, a strategy docu-
ment projected to achieve seven 
percent GDP growth spanning 
2017 to 2020, will tremendously 
make the country attractive to 
foreign investment into Nigeria 
in the medium to long term.

•Akanji, a public affairs ana-
lyst and political strategist, writes 
from Abuja.

AYOBAMI ISMAIL AKANJI



There is no waste in oil 
palm plantation - Chukwu

L
uke Chukwu, an agricul-
turist and a core farmer 
with one of the largest 
hectares of agric farms 
in Imo State, says that 

red oil palm plantation is one of 
the most useful plantations in 
the world today because noth-
ing is a waste from it; this is as 
he produces about 12 tons of red 
palm oil monthly, SABY ELEMBA 
in Owerri

reports exclusively.
A former executive chairman 

of Ohaji/Egbema and later mem-
ber Imo House of Assembly for 
Ohaji/Egbema State Constituency, 
Chukwu, noted that agriculture 
has the potential to revive the 
Nigerian ailing economy from re-
cession because “the agricultural 
sector of our economy has a lot of 
potentials for us to diversify our 
economy.”

Chukwu, who had a stint in 
the teaching profession for 18 
years, described the agricultural 
professional as a noble one and 
that no other profession could be 
compared to it in the world today 
because of its importance, stress-
ing that a farmer is an employer 
of labour.

“Today, all the labour I put in, 
engaging myself planting of oil 
palm trees, they are now yielding 
and the joy is there. I invested 
much in land purchasing, and the 
ones I inherited from my father 
will lead me to success,” he told 
BDSUNDAY, during   a tour of 

a section of his large expanse of 
oil palm plantation at Umuapu in 
Ohaji/Egbema Local Government 

Area, Imo State.    
At his Oil Mill company at 

Umuapu, where so many workers 

were seen busy with one job or the 
other, Chukwu told our reporter 
that he had spread his hand in 

many types of agriculture – farm-
ing, pineapple orchard, cropping 
where he had set aside 30,000 yam 
tubers for 2017 farming season, 
cassava and animal husbandry 
rearing over 200 goats in his goatry 
section.

His only regret is that he lost 
about 300 pigs through theft dur-
ing tenure as a lawmaker in Imo 
House of Assembly my attendants 
in the farm sold them, those who 
are rearing pigs make a big money 
Chukwu stated.

Meanwhile, he is advising 
the Nigerian youths to pay less 
attention to white collar jobs, in 
the alternative to go into full time 
agriculture or into other private 
sectors because “it will pay them 
better than wasting time walking 
around looking for non existing 
white collar employment”.

“Having obeyed the advice of 
my father and went into agricul-
ture, people who are in various 
fields and graduates from our 
higher institutions of learning 
should embrace agriculture to 
boost the economy,” it pays to be 
a farmer Chukwu finally advised.  
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Indorama-Eleme host communities pledge 
to protect petrochemical investments

D
espite raging battles 
with the manage-
ment of Eleno In-
vestment Limited 

over right to manage the 7.5 
percent equity allotted to the 
communities by the Federal 
Government, the Eleme host 
communities in Rivers State 
said they are now prepared 
to work for peace. This comes 
after weeks of violence and 
burning of houses in Eleme.

The six host communities 
comprising Akpajo, Aleto, 
Agbonchia, Okerewa, Njuru 
(Eleme) and Wakohu in Ele-
lenwo locked horns with the 
management of Elano Invest-
ment Limited over what they 
alleged as non-transparent 
management of the commu-
nity share by the Elano.

Through the month of 
February 2017, series of con-
flicts and mayhem erupted 
in Aleto, Agbonchia, and 
Akpajo among others where 
some irate youths burnt some 
people’s houses and proper-
ties belonging to some target-
ed people mostly directors of 
the investment firm (Elano). 

The high point of the 
protest was the day large 

number of women, men and 
youths stormed the Indorama 
Company and barricaded 
the entrance into the com-
pany while demanding for 
accountability of dividends 
from the 7.5 percent and as 
well demanding for outright 
replacement of Elano man-
agement from managing the 

equity. 
The Rivers State govern-

ment stepped in and appoint-
ed a committee headed by 
the Ministry of Local Govern-
ment and Community Affairs 
to resolve the violent dispute. 
The public is still waiting for 
the outcome. The Eleme Local 
Government Council Care-

taker Committee (CTC) chair-
man, Obarilormate Ollor, and 
other stakeholders seemed to 
have exhibited their conflict 
resolution expertise to help 
resolve the crises within the 
period the protesters were on 
rampage.

Indorama-Eleme Petro-
chemicals management is 
said to have played big roles to 
ensure restoration of peace in 
the community. The manage-
ment is said to have appreci-
ated that for the past 12 years, 
the company had enjoyed the 
support of its host communi-
ties and stressed the need for 
the relationship to continue. 
He then announced a cash 
reward of N4 million every 
year to Indorama host com-
munities’ women.

The management was said 
to have also approved the ap-
pointment of the Agbonchia 
youth president, Ngei Job, 
as the new host community 
youth leader of the company 
and accepted the request 
made by the youth leader and 
his group for the reconstitu-
tion of the Indorama Project 
Advisory Committee (PAC).

Obarilormate Ollor on his 
part succeeded in bringing 
all the stakeholders together 

to a round table conflict reso-
lution to forestall further 
crises in the communities and 
disruption of the company’s 
operations.

The CTC Chairman who 
is enjoying a second tenure 
in office as he was sworn in 
recently by the Rivers State 
governor, Nyesom Wike, 
alongside other caretaker 
committee members made 
it clear that “As a willing 
servant-leader, peace and 
security of lives and property 
existing here in our Eleme 
land are issues we have to 
guide jealously, because they 
top my priorities without 
compromise”. 

The new youth leader, 
Job, emerged as president 
while Jaka Godspower was 
appointed secretary, among 
others.

Job in a brief interview 
with BDSUNDAY outlined his 
agenda, including a dogged 
pursuit of the host communi-
ties’ rights in employment op-
portunities, contract award 
to deserving members of the 
host communities, a new 
structured memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) and ex-
ecution of fraud-free needs/
services of the people.

.. As new youths council leadership inaugurated

Indorama-Eleme Petrochemical investments
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Niger Delta Development Bank on the way

A 
specialised 
bank to be 
known as 
the Niger 
Delta De-

velopment Bank is on 
the way, according to 
the managing director 
of the Niger Delta De-
velopment Commission 
(NDDC), Nsima Ekere.  

The MD/CEO who 
disclosed this in Port 
Harcourt has also given 
tips to those regarded 
as ex-agitators on how 
best to win favour from 
the Commission, advis-
ing them to emulate the 
elders of the oil region 
who have since formed 
a body known as the 
Pan-Niger Delta Forum 
(PANDEF) with accept-
able and recognisable 
leadership.

Ekere stated these 
at NDDC’s corporate 
headquarters in Port 
Harcourt, while meet-
ing with ex-agitators 
and youth leaders from 
the nine states of the 
Niger Delta, led by Israel 
Eshanekpe, aka “Gen-
eral” Akpodoro.

The MD hinted that 
NDDC would be behind 
the proposed special-
ised Niger Delta Devel-
opment Bank meant to 
help the youth and oth-
er people of the region 
to access funds, while 
assuring that the terms 
would be friendly.

He disclosed that in-
vestors were consider-
ing Niger Delta as un-
safe, thereby relocating 
from the region. He ad-
monished the youth to 
give peace a chance, not 
to resume hostilities and 
to shun criminality.

Apparently to reduce 
tension in the region, he 
said the NDDC has been 
mandated by the Feder-
al Government to work 
out the framework with 
the Federal Ministry of 
Petroleum Resources, so 
that youths of commu-
nities in the Niger Delta 
would be empowered 
through the establish-
ment of modular refin-
eries.

H e  a s s u re d  t h at 
NDDC was committed 
to the economic em-
powerment and devel-
opment of the youth 
and other people of the 
Niger Delta, while reit-
erating that the modu-
lar refineries to be es-
tablished in the Niger 
Delta would go a long 
way to better the lives 

of the youth and other 
stakeholders.

The managing direc-
tor called on the youth 
and other stakeholders 
in the Niger Delta to 
protect assets of the Fed-
eral Government and 
oil companies in their 
communities, thereby 
supporting Nigeria’s 
economy and put an 
end to recession.

Ekere also admon-
ished all Niger Deltans 
and other Nigerians 
to continue to support 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari and his govern-
ment, insisting that 
the administration had 
done well for the Niger 
Delta, meant well for 
the people of the region 
and committed to the 
real transformation of 
Nigeria.

PANDEF, led by a 
former Information 
Minister, Edwin Clark, 
is coordinating all the 
elders and leaders of the 
Niger Delta, with Ekere 
insisting that the youth 
must have similar body, 
in order to be taken seri-
ously.

The managing direc-
tor said: “NDDC was 
set up by the Federal 
Government to address 
the problem of underde-
velopment of the Niger 
Delta region. In addi-
tion to developing the 
physical infrastructure 
of the region, the NDDC 
will develop the human 
capital in the region. 
One of the key areas of 
the development is the 
young people.

“The major reason for 
the meeting with the 
youth is to rub minds 
and agree on a sustain-
able economic empow-
erment for youths of 
the Niger Delta. When 
we talk about empower-
ment, it is not about giv-
ing money. We will not 
give you fish but we will 
teach you how to fish.

Ekere also stated 
it was not proper for 
youths of the Niger Del-
ta to be coming to the 
gate of NDDC headquar-
ters in Port Harcourt to 
beg for money, while 
urging the young ones 
to be properly organised 
in order to adequately 
benefit from the vari-
ous empowerment pro-
grammes.

He said: “The major 
problem that we have 
had since we came on 
board is how to address 
and talk to youths of 
the Niger Delta region. 
Many ‘Generals’ have 

been calling me on this 
and that and it has been 
difficult to know who 
government should talk 
to on issues concerning 
the youth.

“Why can’t we in the 
Niger Delta agree on a 
proper youth structure 
that government can 
always talk to, when 
matters on youths of 
the region come up? 
Even armed robbers 
have leaders. Why can’t 
we have an accept-
able structure through 
which we can engage 
the youth?

“PANDEF has pro-
vided the acceptable 
structure and platform 
for elders in the Niger 

Delta region to be or-
ganised and we com-
mend them for that. The 
youth should borrow a 
leaf from the elders.

“ We ne e d to  do 
things  differently. 
There is need for endur-
ing and sustainable de-
velopment of the Niger 
Delta. We will continue 
to improve the capac-
ity of the youth, with 
emphasis to be placed 
on ICT and agriculture. 
Let us make the Niger 
Delta safe for investors 
to come back. 

Without peace and 
active private sector, 
sustainable develop-
ment of the Niger Delta 

IgnatIus Chukwu
will be a mirage.” 

The MD NDDC also 
urged the youths and 
other Niger Deltans to 
shun rumour monger-
ing, while declaring that 
the board and manage-
ment of the Federal 
Government’s inter-
ventionist agency was 
determined to do things 
differently.

Ekere, who assumed 
office in November last 
year, disclosed that he 
had about two more 
years in office, but as-
sured that members 
of the board and man-
agement would make 
meaningful impact in 
the crude oil and gas-
rich region.

Responding on behalf 
of the youth, a chief, 
Fred Obe, from Delta 
State, lauded NDDC’s 
managing director for 
the initiative, while ad-
mitting that lack of ac-
ceptable platform was 
the greatest problem 
facing the youth of the 
Niger Delta.

Obe disclosed that 
Niger Delta youths had 
agreed to operate on the 
platform of Coalition of 
Niger Delta Ex-Agitators 
and Youth Leaders’ Par-
liament, while assuring 
that the youth would 
give peace a chance in 
the region, but called 
for adequate empower-
ment.

L-R: Raphael Fawoye, regional sales manager, Olam Nigeria Limited; Sadarno Sumrato, consultant operations, Animal feed and protein Olam Grains; 
Yahaya Fufore, and Matthew Tan, associate professor, School of Chemical Biomedical Engineering, Nanyang Technological University Singapore, 
during the launch of Aqualis fish feed organised by Crown Flour Mill Limited –Animal feed and protein- held in Ibadan, Oyo State, recently 

…as Ekere tips ex-agitators on how to win favours from nDDC

L-R: Doris Onwugamba, MD, Manufacturing Resource Centre;  Uzoma Ezeoke, executive director, Emzor Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd; Ekamma 
Akpan, vice president, Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN); Lola Bolarinwa-Keita, SecureID Limited; Adebimpe Ihekuna, Head, Banking 
Products, First Bank of Nigeria Limited and Fotoula Fatouros, Clarion Events West Africa at the Nigerian Manufacturing and Equipment Expo…recently

29 Sunday 26 March  2017 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 



SundayBusiness

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 

SUNDAYBD 30  Sunday 26 March  2017C002D5556

Benzoic acid brouhaha and 
consumer protection

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

P
ublic perception plays 
a vital  role in the 
acceptance of people, 
places and products. A 
few positive attributes 

projected about them could trigger 
their mass appeal. These would 
inadvertently rub off on their sales 
figure and the attendant profit 
margin. But just one negative 
feature that is made public about 
any such product and the opposite 
happens. Waves of fears and 
doubts are raised. Questions 
are asked. And the longer such 
questions remain unanswered 
the worse it becomes for all the 
stakeholders.

I t  i s  i n  t h i s  w i s e  t h at 
governments (federal, state and 
local councils) that have the 
statutory obligation to ensure 
the safety of all products made 
available to the public must do 
so. They have to put in place, the 
legal framework to bolster such, 
so that the largely ill-informed 
citizens are not left vulnerable 
to the deleterious and hazardous 
effects of all consumables, not the 

least being processed foods.
This brings to mind the 

raging controversy over the 
safety or not of benzoic acid in 
combination with ascorbic acid 
in the formulation of soft drinks. 
Only recently, the President and 
Founder, Consumer Advocacy 
Foundation of Nigeria, Ms Sola 
Salako with some consumer 
groups threatened mass action 
suit against the Nigerian Bottling 
Company(NBC)  if it became 
evident that the consumers of 
Fanta and Sprite-both popular 
products from its stable possessed 
levels of benzoic acid and ascorbic 
acid harmful to them.

Truth is, the questions Salako 
a s ke d  a re  f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
significant. Why are the standards 
of the preservative different for 
various soft drinks? Has NAFDAC, 
the regulatory body carried out 
adequate researches to determine 
such standards? Why should 
the level approved in the United 
Kingdom be 200mg/kg and that 
of Nigeria 250mg/kg? Is it too high?

Complicating the scenario was 
the judgment of the Lagos High 
Court which directed NBC to put 
a warning signal on the bottles 
of Fanta and Sprite, to alert the 
consumers-and there are legions 
of them-that taking the product 
was poisonous. Adding its voice, 
the Nigerian Medical Association 
(NMA) insists that both NAFDAC 
and the Federal Ministry of 
Health should comply with the 
judge’s directive. “The NMA held 
that NAFDAC failed Nigerians 
by declaring as fit for human 
consumption, drinks discovered 
through tests in the United 

Kingdom as being poisonous 
when mixed with ascorbic acid”. 
The judgment was in response 
to a suit brought before it by a 
Lagos-based businessman, Dr. 
Emmanuel Fijabi Adebo and his 
company, Fijabi Adebo Holdings 
Limited against the duo.

A s  e x p e c t e d ,  N B C  a n d 
NAFDAC have appealed the 
judgment which awarded a cost 
of N2m against the latter. Obeying 
that directive would have had a 
damaging effect on their corporate 
image. And mind you, image 
is everything! It is more like a 
warning on the label of a tobacco 
product stating that the ‘Surgeon 
General warns that smoking the 
cigarette could be dangerous to 
human health’. Yet, millions of the 
addict go ahead to puff the smoke 
into their lungs!

Going further in an advertorial, 
NBC insists that: “the UK standards 
limit benzoic acid in soft drinks to a 
maximum of 150mg/kg.’ But” both 
Fanta and Sprite have benzoic 
levels of 200mg/kg, which is lower 
than the Nigerian regulatory limit 
of 250 mg/kg when combined 
with ascorbic acid and 300mg/
kg without ascorbic acid and 
also lower than the 600mg/kg 
international limit set by CODEX”. 
More so, both ingredients are 
approved by international food 
safety regulators and used 
by several food and beverage 
products all over the world.

So, what is benzoic acid? That 
is the million-naira question. It is 
a food additive used to inhibit the 
growth of mold, yeast and bacteria 
as a preservative for different 
kinds of foods. These include 

fruit juices, soft drinks, barbecue 
sauces and salad dressings. Most 
processed foods have acids added 
artificially. Generally, their use as 
preservatives in food, beverages, 
toothpastes, mouthwashes, 
dentifric es,  c osmetics and 
pharmaceuticals is regulated.

Experts have however, warned 
that their exposure to consumers, 
especially children should be 
drastically minimised. And this 
is due to their hazards to human 
health. For instance, Sarah Olsen 
warned in 2010 that: “Benzoic Acid 
is one of these preservatives that 
you should avoid. If Benzoic Acid 
is inhaled, it can cause damage 
to the nervous system. Eaten in 
food, it’s mildly toxic. Benzoic 
Acid has been linked to asthma 
problems and increased levels of 
hyperactivity in children”.

Others have equally warned 
that shortly after exposure to 
benzoic acid in cosmetics, the 
following health effects can 
occur. These include eye damage, 
irritation of the skin, resulting in 
a rash, redness, and/or a burning 
feeling. If inhaled, it could cause 
irritation to the nose, throat and 
lungs. This may lead to coughing, 
wheezing and/or shortness of 
breath. Large doses may cause 
sore throat, gastric pain, nausea, 
vomiting, and possible allergic 
reactions. Acne medicated face 
washes and creams contain 
benzoic acid, as do many hand 
and body lotions, lip glosses and 
lipsticks.

What the recent controversy 
over the use of benzoic acid 
preservative in soft drinks 
has shown include the lack of 

sustained public enlightenment 
on food safety and also the lack of 
pro-active measures on consumer 
protection. For instance, the 
Consumer Protection Council Act 
is provided for under Chapter C25, 
Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 
2004. It is an act to provide for the 
establishment of the consumer 
protection council and for matters 
connected therewith. The Council 
has a representative of each state 
in the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
and persons representing the 
ministries of Health, Commerce, 
Industry, Science and technology 
and Petroleum resources.

As part of its functions, it 
should provide speedy redress to 
consumers’ complaints through 
negotiation, mediation and 
conciliation. It should also seek 
ways and means of eliminating 
from the market hazardous 
products and causing offenders 
to replace such products with 
more appropriate alternatives. But 
these are sometimes left undone 
until some harm has been done 
to the consumers. This is not good 
enough.

The federal government should 
ensure that these agencies are well 
funded and staffed while those 
who have abdicated in their duties 
to the nation should be brought 
to book.

Baje, a public affairs analyst is 
Nigeria’s first food technologist in 
the media

Housing for All: How to apply for the NHF loans (1)
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T
he last three editions were 
particularly tasking. I tried 
to aptly capture the feelings 
and mindsets of my various 

readers who daily inundated me 
with calls, mails and chats all to find 
out a thing or the other about the 
National Housing Funds scheme 
and by extension, the Federal Mort-
gage Bank of Nigeria. My Publisher, 
High Chief Charles Ike-Okoh (is 

someone saying WHAT?!), who has 
now branded me ‘The Housing Doc-
tor’ has noticed that Nigerians need 
information about affordable Hous-
ing; mostly about those windows 
(such as NHF, FMBN) that the gov-
ernment has put in place to enable 
Nigerians Access affordable homes. 
Very unfortunately, it appears these 
entities are not doing enough to 
inform, educate and enlighten Nige-
rians about their core mandates. On 
this platform and other for a where 
we have the opportunity to speak, 
write of lecture from time to time, 
we have spared nothing (most times 
at our own cost) to inform Nigerians. 
We can boldly hit our chests and say 
our efforts are paying off. At least, 
this we can confidently say in view 
of the torrents of calls, mails, chats 
and messages we have received in 
the last three weeks in response to 
the last three series we titled; ‘The 
National Housing Funds Scheme; 
What the Contributors Need to 
Know’. So much so that a top-notch 
of the Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria, FMBN (who asked not to 
be quoted) called us from the Bank’s 

Headquarters in Abuja to appreciate 
our model contributions to enlight-
ening Nigerians using all our global 
platforms. This we will continue to 
do and as a matter of fact, continue 
to improve on. A time not too far 
from now; we; in conjunction with 
like minds as well as some interna-
tional partners from overseas will 
be organizing a National Housing 
Summit that is expected to avail 
Nigerians the opportunity to bear 
their minds on tilting national 
Housing issues and come up with 
a concerted communiqué that 
would be presented to the National 
Assembly for consideration in the 
direction of totally reassessing the 
current National Housing Policy 
and come up with something more 
encompassing, very contemporary 
and in line with global best prac-
tices. This we will surely do!

We had an edition titled ‘The Na-
tional Housing Funds scheme; what 
the Contributor should know’ that 
ran for three weeks. This particu-
larly drew attention from Nigerians 
both at home and in the Diaspora. 
Foreigners were also not left out as I 

got mails from The United Kingdom 
and the United States from clearly 
non-Nigerians who were keenly in-
terested in our models as presented 
by PropertyLogic Incorporated. This 
has placed an additional burden on 
us to strive for the best only.

Readers however came up with 
fresh demands and queries on how 
an individual can actually access 
the Housing Loan through the 
National Housing Funds scheme. 
I therefore would be addressing 
this as much as the set parameters 
would allow me to do on a platform 
like this. I will however inform our 
readers that issues that cannot be 
handled on a public platform like 
this can be handled on a personal 
level. Our various lectures, semi-
nars, workshops and summits are 
also very important platforms to 
address issues relating to Affordable 
Housing no-hold-bar!

Applying for a housing loan 
through the NHF scheme

This is an uphill task for Ni-
gerians as it appears that a lot is 
shrouded in secrecy at this level. I 
will disabuse your mind clearly that 

this process is as straight forward as 
possible. For those that believe there 
is more to it; we can excuse their 
worries as a great number of them 
have had very bitter experiences 
in the past. We at PropertyLogic 
are fully on ground as watchdogs. 
We are ready to bark at the slight-
est presumption of any attempt to 
contaminate this process from the 
point of the MLO (Mortgage Loan 
Applicator) to the highest level of 
the Federal Mortgage Bank. You 
can trust us on this. Otherwise, why 
would we belabor ourselves this 
much to educate Nigerians on this 
if we are not ready to further stick 
out our necks?

…..to be continued.
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W
e hope you 
enjoyed the 
holidays, but 
if you are like 

us, you have got one eye 
fixated on 2017 already. For 
those of you looking to get a 
jump on this new year, do-
ing a little homework and 
deeper thinking — apart 
from just keeping up with 
the weekly news and white 
paper flow — may be just the 
ticket you need. As such, I 
am taking a break from my 
regular format to offer our 
suggestions on a few things 
to read, listen to and watch 
over the holidays and in the 
early part of the year. Hope-
fully, they will help you in 
your 2017 preparations.

Note: There are no com-
mercial arrangements as-
sociated with our attached 
recommendations.

Books:
Superforecasting: The 

Art and Science of Predic-
tion -

Saying that 2016 was a 
dumpster fire for profes-
sional forecasters is an insult 
to dumpster fires. But if you 
had read this 2015 book 
on forecasting, you might 
not have been surprised 
by some of the unexpected 
things that occurred in 2016. 
Whether you’re a start-up 
entrepreneur, VC, M&A 
banker or investment man-
ager, having a forecasting 
framework that enables you 
to rock a Brier score would 
be a very valuable asset. In 
Superforecasting, Phillip Tet-
lock and Dan Gardner reveal 
insights into the methodolo-
gies of superior forecasting 
by highlighting Doug Lorch, 

Bill Flack and Sanford Sill-
man. These three ‘super-
forecasters’ you have never 
heard of have outperformed 
intelligence community 
analysts by a wide margin. 
How do they do it? The book 
attempts to shed light on 
that question while making 
the overarching point that 
forecasting isn’t a mysteri-
ous gift. It’s the product of a 
systematic way of thinking.

 Superforecasting: The 
Art and Science of Prediction:

by Philip E. Tetlock, Dan 
Gardner. Economist Best 
Book of 2015.

Everyone would ben-
efit from seeing further into 
the future, whether buy-
ing stocks, crafting policy, 
launching a new product, or 
simply planning the week’s 
meals. Unfortunately, people 
tend to be terrible forecast-
ers. As Wharton professor 
Philip Tetlock showed in a 
landmark 2005 study, even 
experts’ predictions are only 
slightly better than chance. 
However, an important and 
underreported conclusion of 
that study was that some ex-
perts do have real foresight, 
and Tetlock has spent the 
past decade trying to figure 
out why. What makes some 
people so good? And can this 
talent be taught?

In Sup erfore casting, 
Tetlock and coauthor Dan 
Gardner offer a masterwork 
on prediction, drawing on 
decades of research and the 
results of a massive, gov-
ernment-funded forecast-
ing tournament. The Good 
Judgment Project involves 
tens of thousands of ordinary 
people—including a Brook-

Learning the art of predictions as a tool for business (1)
lyn filmmaker, a retired pipe 
installer, and a former ball-
room dancer—who set out 
to forecast global events. 
Some of the volunteers have 
turned out to be astonish-
ingly good. They’ve beaten 
other benchmarks, competi-
tors, and prediction markets. 
They’ve even beaten the 
collective judgment of intel-
ligence analysts with access 
to classified information. 
They are “superforecasters.”

In this groundbreaking 
and accessible book, Tetlock 
and Gardner show us how 
we can learn from this elite 
group. Weaving together 
stories of forecasting suc-
cesses (the raid on Osama 
bin Laden’s compound) and 
failures (the Bay of Pigs) and 
interviews with a range of 
high-level decision makers, 
from David Petraeus to Rob-
ert Rubin, they show that 
good forecasting doesn’t re-
quire powerful computers or 
arcane methods. It involves 
gathering evidence from a 
variety of sources, thinking 
probabilistically, working in 
teams, keeping score, and 
being willing to admit error 
and change course. Super-
forecasting offers the first 
demonstrably effective way 
to improve our ability to 
predict the future- whether 
in business, finance, politics, 
international affairs, or daily 
life- and is destined to be-
come a modern classic.

 FinTech innovation
Our friend, Paolo Sironi 

of IBM, is an Italian based in 
Frankfurt who works for a 
major US company where he 
travels the world discussing 
how innovation is changing 
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wealth management. As a 
result, his opinions are in-
formed by a global perspec-
tive that reappears through-
out his comprehensive book, 
FinTech Innovation. Sironi 
is at his best when he links 
new technologies to the con-
cept of goal-based investing, 
which puts an individual’s 
personal goals and lifestyle 
at the center of the invest-
ment process. When done 
with superior tools and a 
solid understanding of port-
folio theory, says Pironi, this 
approach can strike an opti-
mal balance between risk, 
liquidity and investment 
horizon.

We will be continuing 
this article in our next week 
publication. You can contact 
me for business advisory 
services and training - send 
me a message via WhatsApp 
or SMS.

Why it is a loss to give up

I
n our journey through life 
we would encounter chal-
lenges and circumstances 
that hit us in the face like 
a lethal punch. These chal-

lenges give us ample oppor-
tunities to turn away from 
our goals; however, we have a 
choice. Life is a process; we are 
refined as we pass through it. 

Trees do not grow overnight. 
They have to pass through sev-
eral seasons before they turn 
into that sturdy all-weather 
tree. Rain will fall, Sun will 
shine, and storm will blow, 
several times for several years. 
These weather conditions deal 
strong blows on the tree. At 
the initial stage of growth they 
may look bent over with the 
ferociousness of the factors in 
the environment, but at the end 

they spring back and become 
sturdy, immovable and unas-
sailable throughout its lifespan. 
In the same way also, there are 
seasons in a man’s life and in 
every business. These seasons 
may not be pleasant at all, and 
they may come so strong like 
we are about being destroyed. 
For example, friends and fam-
ily let us down, you have great 
ideas but no money to sponsor it, 
academic failures, loss of money, 
or loss of projects that you are 
working on.  However our re-
action to them goes a long way 
in determining the outcome of 
our lives. They have come not 
to destroy us though it looks 
that, they have come to prepare 
and strengthen us for the future. 
How we perceive all these de-
termines how we end up in life.

Trying something new al-
ways has its attendant chal-
lenges and most business 
schools of the world cannot 
help much as they deal mostly 
with theoretical knowledge 
not practiced by those who 
lecture them. These challenges 
and supposed loss can be mis-
interpreted and can cause us to 
give up and throw in the towel. 
This is the most critical point in 
the life of a business and if you 
dare throw in the towel at this 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

stage, you have wasted years 
of learning. Great loss indeed! 
At the point you are experi-
encing these challenges, you 
are being formed to become 
strong, sturdy and immovable 
in the circumstances of life. The 
process of proper formation is a 
prerequisite for our success, and 
it is truncated the moment we 
give up. There is a difference be-
tween school training and life 
training. Most times, they are 
two parallel lines and a world 
apart. If you pass in school and 
you fail in life you are a loser. 
If you fail in school and you 
pass in life you are a winner. So 
what must we do to harness the 
potentials in life’s losses?

1. No retreat no surrender 
Scripture says looking unto 

Jesus the author and finisher 
of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him He en-
dured... (Heb. 12: 2). The picture 
of the future makes for strength 
and encouragement in your 
journey to success in business. 
Are you better off owning 
things or you are better off be-
ing owned? You cannot see the 
picture of the future and despise 
the challenges of the present 
that is meant to lead you there.

2. Learning mindset
It must be settled in your 

mind that life is a teacher and 
the challenges are tests and 
examinations to take us over 
to the next level.  This makes 
us have a learning attitude. 
However we must not always 
make mistakes ourselves, it is 
better to learn from others so 
as to minimise our mistakes. 
All of this calls for a humble 
mind to be able to learn. Talk 
less, listen more, have the mind 
of a child so you can pick new 
things. When you fall, do not 
remain there, pick up yourself 
and continue.

 3. Right attitude
James 1:2 says we should 

consider it pure joy when we go 
through trials of many kinds. So 
that should be our attitude. This 
is because there is sure victory 
at the end if we stick to God’s 
word and to the vision we have. 
Since successful people went 
through it, we are no different if 
our intention is to be successful 
at what we do.If you ever stop 
midway, the entire learning 
is lost and you need to begin 
again. Harness all the curve 
balls that life throws at you and 
turn them to a blessing. You 
must press through and refuse 
to give failure opportunity in 
your life to manifest.

Remain blessed.

SpIRIToNomIcS
‘Why NCC declared 2017 year of 
the Nigerian Telecom Consumer’

I
n 2015, Nigerian 
tele c om c on-
sumers spent 
a  w h o p p i n g 

$5.6billion on telecommu-
nications services. And in 
2016, they topped it up by 
another $1billion to make 
it $6.6billion”

With these words, 
Umar Garba Danbatta, 
the executive vice chair-
man (EVC) of the Nigerian 
Communications Com-
mission (NCC) flagged off 
2017 year of the Nigerian 
Telecom Consumer in 
Abuja on March 15, 2017.

Danbatta’s speech on 
March 15, 2017 in Abuja 
dwelt on the preemi-
nence of the consumer.

Danbatta said NCC 
took “a management de-
cision that compels us 
to seek to amplify our 
activities towards ensur-
ing the consumer enjoys a 
customer experience that 
is enhanced and content 
in time and quality.”

The patronage of the 
consumer is important 
and NCC acknowledges 
this, “that is why in 2017 
and I dare say and even 
beyond, the consumer 
will be our focus”, Dan-
batta declared.

According to him, NCC 
intends to inform and 
educate the consumer 
with the sole intent of 
protecting and empow-
ering them to make the 
right decisions.

“The telecom weak 
link, rightly or wrongly is 
the consumer” Danbatta 
declared again, adding 
that there are no small 
consumers as those who 
scratch N200.00 worth 
of card and the one who 
spends N100,000.00 are 
equal.

Danbatta’s 8-point 
A g e n d a  w h i c h  h e 
launched in Lagos on Jan-
uary 27, 2016 and in Kano, 
February 12, 2016 aptly 
captured the consumer.

The summary of the 
agenda is:  Facilitate 
broadband penetration; 
improve quality of ser-
vice, (QoS); optimise usage 
and benefits of spectrum; 
promote 19 innovation 
and investment oppor-
tunities; facilitate stra-
tegic collaboration and 
partnership; protect and 
empower consumers; 
promote fair competition 
and inclusive growth and 
ensure regulatory excel-
lence and operational ef-
ficiency.

Item 2 captures the 
consumer as it relates to 
Quality of Service (QoS); 
while item 6 talks about 
protection of the con-
sumer.

The goal is to protect 
the consumer from unfair 
practices by providing 
information and educa-
tion to them. “This is be-
ing actively pursued by 
strengthening initiatives, 
to educate and inform 
consumers in their use of 
communications services 

and act swiftly whenever 
necessary in the use of 
enforcement to protect 
telecom services consum-
ers’ rights and privileges”

On the menace of 
unsolicited telemarket-
ing whereby consumers 
receive unsolicited text 
messages and calls;

“NCC has introduced 
the Do Not Disturb (DND) 
facility where consumers 
are expected to activate 
the same by dialing 2442”

Part of the plan to actu-
alise the year of Nigerian 
Telecom Consumer is the 
determination of NCC to 
ensure that the consumer 
experiences improved 
Quality of Service in the 
year 2017 and beyond.

The Commission is also 
implementing measures 
to reduce Dropped Call 
Rate (DCR) to meet its in-
dustry benchmark of less 
than one percent.

“It will closely monitor, 
track and review the Key 
Performance Indicators 
(KPIs) of operators by Net-
work Integrity and Tech-
nical Standards. Greater 
efforts would also be put 
in Compliance, Monitor-
ing and Enforcement of 
set standards,” Danbatta 
explained.

NCC has had meetings 
with the operators “to de-
mand that Quality of Ser-
vices must be improved 
upon immediately.

“There is also the 622 
number for the NCC cus-
tomer complaint line. 
NCC intends to increase 
the awareness level and 
equally the activation 
level of these two initia-
tives”, the EVC said.

Danbatta allayed the 
fears of other stakehold-
ers in the sector. “Our 
focus on the consumer 
this year does not in any 
way suggest neglect of 
the other stakeholders in 
the sector. Rather it sug-
gests a recommitment to 
consumer satisfaction. 
NCC is driven by the 
desire to empower the 
consumer and it is roll-
ing out new initiatives to 
achieve this”.

Earlier, Sunday Dare, 
the Executive Commis-
sioner, Stakeholder Man-
agement of the Commis-
sion, provided further 
insight on the significance 
of the declaration.

Dare said many would 
want to ask why the NCC 
2017 Year of the Nigerian 
Telecom Consumer? A 
loaded question no doubt. 
I will attempt to provide a 
quick answer using the 5 
Ws and H that guided me 
through my career as a 
media and communica-
tions professional. They 
are the WHY, WHEN, 
WHERE, WHAT, and 
WHO.

Why? The consumer is 
important as the oxygen 
that keeps Telcos alive. 
The consumer is a major 
stakeholder whose satis-
faction matters. 

“
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Dubai targets Africa’s multi-
billion dollar medical tourism

D
ubai has really 
transformed from 
being a desert place 
to a big city and 
global player in 

many fronts. This is the vision 
of the leaders championed by 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, the ruler of Dubai 
and Prime Minster of UAE who 
wants the country to be “num-
ber one”

 With excellent infrastruc-
ture, friendly people and free-
dom of visitors, Dubai which 
has become a trading hub, 
connecting various parts of 
the world is now a tourist and 
trading centre. It is said that in 
the first six months of 2014, the 
number of tourists who visited 
Dubai went up to 5.8 million. 
This figure is growing.

 Today, most agencies in 
UAE appear to have keyed in to 
Sheikh’s vision of planning and 
executing projects to achieve 
the ‘Number one’ status for 
Dubai. For instance, the world 
tallest building ‘Burj Khalifa’ 
planned and executed in 2010 is 
in Dubai which is today a cyno-
sure. The building is 828 metres 
(2,717 ft) high and contains 163 
floors. There are many other 
projects.

 While other city peers of 
Dubai are enmeshed in one 
form of crises or the other, 
Dubai is “transforming itself 
from a regional trading post 
and minor oil producer into a 
global investment and tourism 
hub—and a haven in a part of 
the world often associated with 
geopolitical conflict”, says Wall 
Street Journal.

 With almost one mind, 
many other projects are on-go-
ing in the 1.5 million population 
city. This according to Forbes 
is to “enable business and en-
sure a high quality of life for its 
citizens. This provides a sustain-
able competitive advantage that 
gives Dubai a firm footing as the 
region’s leading hub in so many 
areas for the foreseeable future”.

 To support its multi-million 
dollar tourism sector, improve 
the life of its citizens and make 
Dubai really number one, Dubai 
Health Authority, DHA is seri-
ously planning to add medi-
cal tourism in to its bouquet 
of offers to further boost the 
economy. In this connection, of-

ficials of DHA recently stormed 
Lagos on a road-show for Dubai-
Africa ‘Partnership for Better 
Health’ designed to showcase 
the various top-notch health-
care services opportunities 
available to Nigerians in Dubai. 
The road show was also extend-
ed to other African countries.

 The Dubai-Africa Partner-
ship for Better Health is broadly 
defined as travel across interna-
tional borders with the purpose 
of availing medical treatment, 
which may or may not be avail-
able in one’s own country. 

 The ‘Dubai-Africa Partner-
ship for Better Health’ road 
show was also targeted at pro-
moting partnership between 
the health and medical sectors 
in Dubai and Nigeria with the 
hope of attracting over 500,000 
international medical and hos-
pital organizations (MHO) from 
around the world to the United 
Arab Emirate (UAE) by 2020. 

Already, international medi-
cal tourism is rapidly grow-
ing. The city is expecting over 
60,000 medical tourists this 
year.  Dubai healthcare facility 
providers are therefore expect-

ing to generate millions  of dol-
lars in revenue this year from 
international health tourism. 

International medical tour-
ists to Dubai come from around 
the world but

Africa represents one of the 
largest sources. West Africa is 
Africa’s largest regional market 
for international medical tour-
ism, with Nigeria representing 
the largest market, followed by 
Ghana, according to DHA.

 Nigeria, DHA said, accounts 
for 40 percent of medical tour-
ism from Africa while entire 
North African countries ac-
count for 30 percent and South 
Africa 29 percent. Nigeria and 
Ghana spend a combined $1 bil-
lion on medical tourism annu-
ally, while India records $260 
million from Nigeria’s medical 
tourism with 47% of medical 
tourism from Nigeria going to 
India, DHA said in its roadshow 
brochure.

 The road show therefore tar-
gets Africa and Nigeria’s multi-
billion dollar medical tourism 
expenses annually.

  Layla Mohamed Al Mar-
zouqi, Director, Medical Tour-

ism Council Dubai, told partici-
pants at the road show that  the 
partnership is to strengthen 
relationship with Nigeria and 
increase exchange of knowl-
edge in the field of medicine and 
healthcare services.

  According to her, the part-
nership offers a mutual benefit 
for both countries in medical 
tourism and healthcare servic-
es. “Dubai has a good medical 
tourism visa scheme for people 
that want to visit Dubai for 
a period of 3 months and we 
can always send them to other 
medical facilities in the UAE be-
cause Dubai is only about 1:30 
hours  drive to other parts of the 
UAE, so capacity is not an issue”, 
she said. 

 Speaking further on the 
road show, Layla said, “15 fa-
cilities, 16 specialties, and one 
of the charity hospitals, a non-
for-profit hospital, which is the 
Iranian hospital that has been 
in Dubai for the last 45 years, 
participated in the road show. 
The road show is to strengthen 
the partnership and develop 
expertise, so it is a win-win for 
both countries. We have medi-

L-R: Kurian Sheena Binny, senior admin officer Dubai Health Authority; Olarenwaju Tejuoso, chairman, senate committee on Health; Moji Tejuoso, wife of senator 
Tejuoso; Wuraola Aina, aarrister, 1st counsel solicitors; and Layla Al Marzouqi; director Medical Tourism Council, Dubai Health Authority .

cal education, operational facili-
ties and telemedicine as part of 
the partnership”, she said.

  DHA is a government or-
ganisation launched in March 
2008, to oversee the health sys-
tem in Dubai. DHA works to 
ensure that public health is pro-
tected to improve the quality 
of life, provides health strategy 
for Dubai to meet future needs, 
ensures partnerships between 
public and private health ser-
vice providers, provides licens-
ing and regulation across the 
Health Sector and strives to in-
crease the transparency and ac-
countability of the healthcare 
system in the emirate. 

 From all facets, Dubai is fas-
tracking its development with 
target and achievable vision, 
driving it from various sectors 
including aviation, education, 
infrastructure, Visa issuance, 
relaxation of stringent laws and 
making the people understand 
that they are building a world-
class city from desert. The ef-
forts are both horizontal and 
vertical.  Nigeria can take a clue 
from economic development 
seriousness of Dubai or China.

Dubai Health Authority, DHA recently held a road show in Nigeria and other African countries to promote 
health facilities in the fast growing Dubai with the aim of making the city a health tourism center. Observing 
that Nigerians and other Africans largely prefer abroad for medical treatment , spending billions of dollars 
annually, DHA is therefore positioning itself to attract this fund. Daniel Obi reports

…Nigeria, Ghana spend over $1 billion annually 



Somekele, quietly rising to stardom
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P
robably, for those who 
could not pronounce 
her name in full, she 
shortened it from Som-
kelechukwu to Somkele 

making it difficult for many to 
guess where she hails from.

She went further to prove to 
those who doubt her creative inge-
nuity that she could act, dance and 
even sing when she abandoned 
her Biochemistry Degree certifi-
cate to pursue a career in acting.

Barely few years in the Nigerian 
movie industry, the Delta State-
born Somekele Iyamah Idhalama 
is truly a rising star whose quest 
for stardom is unstoppable.

Her commitment and passion 
are both intriguing.  “I pursued 
my acting career while maintain-
ing a day job”, she said to buttress 
her burning passion for acting 
despite graduating with honours 
in Biochemistry from a Canadian 
university.

She easily tell why chose acting. 
“The performing arts have always 
been a huge part of my life grow-
ing up. My father encouraged the 
growth of our confidence and self 
esteem by making us perform 
in front of family members and 
friends in the living room. You 
could say that you were shy but 
you would have to bust a move 
before you were allowed to leave 
their presence. He was a lover of 
music and dancing was my first 
love until I went to primary school. 
My school had a drama class that 
merged dancing and acting. I was 
in heaven. My parents believed 
we could be equally successful 
in both our academic and artistic 
pursuits. So, I felt only fear of the 
unknown delving head-on into 
the arts than fear of acceptance 
from home”, she says.

The now confident and well-
accepted actress continues the 
narration of her interest in acting 
saying: “Acting was ignited for me 
after my first annual Christmas 
play in year five where my teacher 
Mrs. Abe, put me in the lead role as 
‘the clown’ which was an adapta-
tion of the prodigal son. I danced 
and acted my heart out. I got a 
standing ovation and never looked 
back. I focused on my academics 
as a backup plan and thankfully, 
that worked out well. As soon as 
I graduated with in 2011, I came 
home to pursue my acting career 
while maintaining a day job that 
would give me the chance to audi-

sons she learnt on the job. “I have 
producers and co-actors who have 
become both confidants and men-
tors. I have had the privilege of 
working with very talented and 
kind hearted people who have 
become big brothers, sisters and 
aunties.

“The stories we tell inevitably 
inform your character to some 
level. My job is to tell the truth in 
an imaginary situation and for me 
to do that, I must believe the truth 
of the character that becomes very 
real to me. You learn so much that 
at the end of it all, depending on 
the story, you are thankful that 
there is the real you to make more 
informed choices”.

She gives credit to her family 
for supporting her choice of career 
path after spending so much to 
train her as a biochemist in Can-
ada. “My family has always sup-
ported whatever career choices 
we individually chose as long as 
we were wise about how we did 
it and were fully dedicated”.

Somkele is not relenting, but 
in the meanwhile she will be un-
winding with her family, which 
generously includes friends that 
have become family.

who are telling you ‘you are doing 
something different and it is work-
ing. We are proud of you, keep it 
up”, she says on winning this year’s 
Trail Blazer award.

However, Somkele did not see 
her triumph coming. “I had ab-
solutely no idea, especially as 
the category I was nominated for 
had been called out and I did not 
receive that award. I was quite 
relieved to be able to finally enjoy 
the ceremony until I heard the 
description for the trailblazer and 
it sounded way too close to home”.

While many congratulates her 
on the successful outing and feat 
at the 2017 AMVCAs, she sees it 
different as it certainly raises ex-
pectations from her fans to deliver 
more. “It is quite often a challenge 
to maintain a set standard and 
to prove every judge who has 
judged in your favour, right. The 
standards are higher, and I am 
honoured to have been given the 
task. This certainly helps to fine-
tune the direction of my path. I am 
truly thankful. It is a challenge but 
I am excited to go on it and not be 
afraid to ask for help on the way”, 
she explained.

She also attributes her success 
so far to the mentorships and les-
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tion for roles”.
But she came to limelight when 

she gained recognition as a sup-
porting actress in Gidi-up, a web-
based TV series. That was her first 
encounter with the movie indus-
try and a real stepping stone to 
what she aspires to achieve as an 
actress. She rose to prominence af-
ter featuring in three blockbuster 
movies: The Wedding Party, 93 
Days and The Arbitration. The Ar-
bitration premiered in the Toronto 
International Film Festival (TIFF), 
and she was selected to attend as 
the first female international TIFF 
rising star.

But the big news for Somkele 
was her clinching of the Trail 
Blazer award in the 2017 Africa 
Magic Viewers Choice Awards 
(AMVCA), an occasion that added 
another big feather to her cap, yet 
she is aiming beyond the skies as 
her career is just beginning.

“It feels truly surreal to say the 
least. I am very humbled by this 
kind gesture that the judges of 
the AMVCAs thought fit to award 
me with. It is one thing to work 
and be recognized for the work 
you do by the general audience. 
However, it is yet another thing to 
be recognized by industry experts 

Somekele in a movie scene.



Comic reading culture soars at Comic Connect Africa

C
omic Republic, a comic book 
start-up based in Nigeria, 
recently held its comic 
books and gaming conven-
tion at the Freedom Park 

Lagos. The event brought together 
comic book entrepreneurs, art ex-
ponents, creatives and social media 
experts and connected various forms 
of art with comics, and linked comic 
entrepreneurs up with the right plat-
forms and people.

On March 4, 2017, Freedom Park, 
Lagos, played host to comic lovers, art 
enthusiasts and creatives at a comic 
books and gaming convention organ-
ised by Comic Republic, a Nigerian-
based comic book start-up.

Aptly, titled ‘Comic Connect Africa’, 
the convention, which has now be-
come an annual event, is fast gaining 
prominence as a one-stop occasion for 
lovers of comics and art enthusiasts. 
More importantly, the objective of the 
convention is to take comic book cul-
ture into mainstream entertainment 
culture and to bring mainstream into 
the comic book culture ensuring that 
the comic reading culture becomes 
a visible entertainment option for 
everyone.

This year’s convention provided 
floor spaces for exhibitors, which 
included comic book dealers, artists, 
collectibles merchants, and media 
companies. There was also an au-
tograph area, Artists’ Alley where 
comic artists signed autographs and 
did free sketches, as well as, Heroes 
as Icon class, a panel session and an 
awards night.

At the panel session titled ‘Comic 
Connect, Let’s Talk’, professionals 
in the comic business value chain 
discussed and interacted with bud-
ding and established comic entrepre-
neurs, artists and art enthusiasts on 
the future of comic books, gaming, 
animation and how to collaborate and 
distribute products in the creative art.

In a presentation centred on how 
technology is changing the face of the 
art profession, Taiwo Kola-Ogunlade, 
PR and Communications manager, 
Google West Africa, urged comic art-
ists to reinvent their works. He dem-
onstrated how to create a 3D content 
for their work and how artists and 
other creatives can leverage some 
new techniques for storytelling to 
enhance their profession, such as im-
mersive storytelling. He encouraged 
them to explore those technological 
devices which he said are within 
their reach.

“The mode of storytelling of artists 
is entirely different now. They can 
now use technology to reach a lot 
of people. There are limitless oppor-
tunities in technology, especially in 
virtual reality. You can create a work 
of art that the world has not seen and 
have it recorded. VR is just another 
technology that artists in the world 
are using right now,” he said.

Arts
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Jide Martin, CEO, Comic Republic, on stage with some members of his staff, while addressing the audience during the awards night.

OBINNA EMELIKE

Kola-Ogunlade noted further that 
art does not just exist for art sake but 
can be a “part of the way that we pass 
on culture and stories to generations 
to come.”

Ibrahim Ganiyu, CEO, Imperial 
Creations Studios/ frontline comic 
books entrepreneur, spoke on how 
to withstand tough conditions in the 
business. He noted that, “Creative 
people set the pace and every other 
people follow. You cannot create 
without knowledge; creativity does 
not exist in a vacuum. The purpose 
of any comic book should be more of 
educating than entertaining. There 
are lots of stories that have not been 
told. Comic can fill the vacuum in 
education,” he explained.

The CEO, A2Hub, Adaora Mbelu-
Dania, who spoke on ‘How to built 
strategic relationship in a partner-
ship,’ advised artists to be strategic in 
their choice of partners when going 
into partnership. She urged them to 
look out for partners that can comple-
ment their skills.

“You should think of people with 
the skills that you do not have; that 
is what you really need. You should 
put on paper whatever agreement 
you reach in the partnership deal. 
Partnership should be taken seriously 
and not formed on the basis of friend-
ship. Do not be afraid of disagreement; 
rather than build resentment, talk 
about your disagreement,” she said.

Speaking further, she urged cre-
atives not to be afraid of selling them-
selves. “Creatives must understand 
the business side of creativity. They 
should know their value proposi-
tion and work towards their goals 
together.”

On the issue of protection of intel-
lectual property, Jide Martin, CEO, 
Comic Republic, advised comic entre-
preneurs to contact a lawyer when 
starting out. He advised creatives that 
rather than being bogged down by 
people who steal or plagiarise their 
intellectual property they should 
innovate and constantly improve 
themselves so as to be ahead of them.

“Do not try to fight people who 
copy you; it is a futile effort, since 
nothing is really new under the sun 
and it is difficult to establish a case of 
intellectual property theft. Besides, 
a stolen intellectual property can be 
cast in a different ways or slightly 
modified,” he charged them.

Martin refuted the perception 
that it is only people who can draw 
that can thrive in comics, noting that 
technological advancements provide 
the latitude for many others who are 
not artists to thrive in the comic busi-
ness. He observed that comic books 
create a medium for people to express 
themselves. Also available at the 
convention were free business con-
sultations in a first of its kind Comic 
Clinic where artists received one on 
one business counsel from lawyers, 
illustrators, marketers and investors.

Guests at the convention got free 
comic books from publishing houses, 
while Naija Game Evo provided a 
platform for gaming. These were in 
addition to the free virtual reality 
sessions, free speed art competition, 
free notebooks and posters and a lo-
cal Wifi network connection, among 
others. There were also free ‘Heroes 
as Icons’ classes on how to make com-
ics books.

The convention ended with an 

award night sponsored by Wacom 
and Wakanow. The award was 
headlined by DJ Sose who dished out 
superhero themed songs. Comedian, 
MC Shakara, also invigorated the 
stage with rib-cracking jokes. There 
was also a special rendition by an up 
and coming musician, Ajuka, of her 
songs. The award of ‘Best Comic Book 
of the Year’ went to Esteria, while 
Chinedu Chukwuka clinched the 
award of ‘Comic Artist of the Year.’ 
The awards night was intended to 
give recognition to fans’ choice of best 
art, stories and companies supporting 
the art form in Africa. Return tickets 
to any destination in Nigeria were 
given by Wakanow to winners in 
three categories namely Godwin Ak-
pan ‘Best Concept Artist’; Xavier Ig-
horodje, ‘Best Cultural Themed Comic 
Book Writer’; and Akintoba Kalejaye, 
‘Best Cultural Themed Comic.’ The 
WACOM team also handed out some 
free styluses to winners of the various 
awards categories.

This year’s convention was enliv-
ened with the introduction of a Co-
splay (costume and play) competition 
in line with global comic conventions 
tradition. Cosplay gives comic buffs 
who are enthusiastic about their icons 
in comic books the chance to bring 
them to life by dressing in their cos-
tumes. Jamil Yesufu, who cosplayed 
Black Panther, won the Cosplay 
competition and was rewarded with 
N200,000.

Comic Republic’s comic book sto-
ries have been read across the globe 
earning it global visibility for the 
quality of its art on CNN, BBC, Forbes, 
Quartz, Yahoo!, The Atlantic, Guard-
ian UK and other media platforms.
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No excuses for failure, experts tell Nigerian youths

O
ne of the major character-
istics of highly successful 
people around the world 
is that they embark on self 
realization to explore their 

innate abilities for optimal output. These 
individuals are well aware that failure 
is never an option, however, in the face 
of failure; they pick up key lessons that 
transformed them into success. Success-
ful individuals also realize that the first 
point of breakthrough is winning “the 
battle for self”. These and more were the 
hallmark of discussion by experts at the 
recently held MTN Foundation Alumni 
Conference.

The experts drawn from various walks 
of life shared their personal experiences 
on how they surmounted the different 
challenges they encountered to attain 
success in their respective fields. They 
also gave critical steps on how to win the 
“battle for self” which according to the 
experts is key in developing the winning 
idea.

Speaking on the topic, “Creating a win-
ning strategy”, Tonye Cole, co-founder, 
Sahara Group Africa, revealed that the 
biggest and most consistent battle hu-
mans will ever face is self.

According to Cole, “the battle against 
self is what makes multiple degree hold-
ers remain penniless throughout their life 
time. The battle for oneself is why you 
will find multi-talented, award winning 
individuals who would remain totally 
broke and even commit suicide, while 
someone else who is a simple primary 
school teacher will have a life full of con-
tentment and joy, surrounded by people 
who appreciate his or her input. The battle 
for self is ceaseless. Winning the battle of 
self will determine whether you will fin-
ish strong or well. Self battle starts with 
you questioning who you are and how 
successful you would become”.

Cole also bemoaned the high rise in 
Nigerian youths seeking greener pastures 
across our borders, noting that they most 
times yield nothing. He stated that “Nige-
rian youths today travel across incredible 
barriers believing there is something 
better for them on the other side. They 
cross deserts, mountains and all sort of 
obstacles, but the strategy of their journey 
is when they get to their destination and 
discover they arrived at a ‘no better place’ 
than where they left. In every country in 
the world you will see a Nigerian who left 
the country believing outside the shores 

was better.
“They left their towns, communities 

of their birth places because our people 
- their people failed to teach them that 
no matter where they find themselves, 
they will succeed. Once you know and 
understand the key component of who 
you are, you will begin to understand 
what you are created for, and this will 
give you clarity of your life purpose and 
that in turn will give you reason about 
why you exist” he said.

Cole added that every human on the 
face of the earth possess clear distinction 
from each other, hence, the need for indi-
viduals to succeed. According to him, “as 
you progress through the journey of life, 
no two persons are created the same. God 
understood your worth, and he created in 
you the value that made you unique. He 
also gave you a different finger print that 
is unique in a world of six billion people.

“You are unique and you are different, 
because of that you have your own win-
ning strategy. The entire world is looking 
up to you as a Nigerian to succeed and 
the whole of the black race to succeed. 
As long as Nigeria cannot succeed, the 
black race cannot succeed. If Africa as a 

continent is going to rise to greatness in 
the League of Nations, Nigeria must rise 
to greatness. If Nigeria must become great, 
Nigerians must become great. If you must 
become great, you have to overcome the 
battle of self”.

Yomi Adedeji, CEO Soft Com, another 
speaker at the conference, noted that 
there would always be failures in the 
process of creating a winning strategy. He 
narrated the several obstacles he encoun-
tered at the early stage of his life.

Adedeji revealed that, “About nine 
years ago, I graduated from the university. 
My roommate and I had this idea of selling 
airtime online precisely in 2007. At that 
time the telecommunication companies 
do not have electronic top up platform. 
You have to buy a physical airtime on 
the street. It was logically impossible for 
us. We went ahead to scratch the cards 
by ourselves and upload online, little did 
we know that some of our staff normally 
make use of the cards before uploading it 
online. Customers complained a lot, this 
incident nearly crippled the business. 
With all these happenings I learnt some 
tangible lessons which included leader-
ship, integrity, responsibility, innovation 
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and a positive attitude towards life”.
Adedeji, just like other speakers at the 

conference highlighted several ways to 
develop a winning strategy. According 
to him, “You start with identifying and 
feeling the pain around you. The best 
idea comes from your pains, your plea-
sure or passion. In between the pains you 
go through, is an opportunity to create 
something unique in between those skills. 
Separate your ideas from your emotions. 
No matter how good your idea is, how 
brilliant the idea is, how your friends and 
family members cherish the idea, spend 
time to ask a lot more questions from 
people who have done the same kind of 
business. Differentiate yourself, test and 
validate your idea”.

Adedeji concluded saying, “there are 
number of problems looking for solutions, 
I hope someone today will do something 
to that problem”.

The MTN Foundation has so far invest-
ed over N1, 690,800,000 in its Scholarship 
Scheme since 2010. 8,454 students which 
include 737 blind students have benefit-
ted from the scholarships.
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Ehiz to co-host “Ridiculousness Africa season 2”

I
n a bid to further enrich entertainment and 
viewing pleasure for subscribers, ST Novela, 
Fox and AMC Series have lined up new 
exciting series on StarTimes this month.

ST Novela begins season 1 of Legendary 
Love, the story of a young lady who was unjustly 
accused of a clergyman’s murder. With that hor-
rible crime, she was arrested and spent 23 years 
in prison. In the present day, a young lady must 
figure out the real story behind the Priest’s mys-
terious death. Suddenly, weird events start hap-
pening. A series of grisly and horrible murders 
is washed over the Del Toro residence. These 
murders are committed by an enigmatic figure 
whose face is hooded in a smeared wedding veil. 
Will Natalia find out who is the culprit and iden-
tify the real “La Mujerde Judas”? Legendary Love 

airs on Monday through Wednesday by 6:50pm.
 Season 1 of on the wings of Love also debuts 

on ST Novela this month, from Saturday to 
Sunday by 6:50pm, showing a 2015 Philippine 
romantic comedy television series which pre-
miered on ABS-CBN and worldwide on The 
Filipino Channel on August 10, 2015, replacing 
Bridges of Love. The romantic comedy centers 
around two different people—Leah, a simple 
girl with an American dream; and Clark, a boy 
living his American life—who are forced to 
marry to legally stay and continue working in 
the United States.

 Popular series, EMPIRE returns on 23rd 
March, by Thursday @ 8:00pm on Fox with 
the second part of Season 3. A powerful family 
drama about the head of a music empire whose 
three sons and ex-wife all battle for his throne 

Damian and Mariana come from opposite 
worlds, but that will not be an impediment for 
passionate love to appear

Also on ST Novela, from Monday to Friday, 
by 8:30PM, LANINA tells the story of a young 
girl recruited by force by the guerrilla, where 
she lived in first-hand the horror of war. After 
many years, she flees from the armed group 
and guided to set on a new path, returning to 
ordinary life which will not be easy due to the 
struggles of reintegration into society,the chal-
lenge of understating this new side of herself 
and confronting her own family.

ST Novela will also in March continue popu-
lar series, Amazona on Saturday and Sunday 
8:30pm with the story Victoriano, a landowner 
and businessman, father of three daughters 
(Diana, Casandra and Constanza), victim of lies 

and intrigues that prevent him from being with 
the love of his life, who has also sacrificed her 
happiness, as a victim of an act of violence that 
has condemned her to live in the shadow of the 
Santos family. In a plot, full of emotional situa-
tions, the three daughters of Victoriano struggle 
to reach their happiness beside the man they 
love, no matter the consequences. Diana, the 
eldest daughter of Victoriano is the one who most 
resembles him and whom he can least break.

 On AMC Series, Fridays by 9:00 pm, House 6 
showcases a situational comedy about a striving 
family that seems to take things in their stride. 
Although some situations look too difficult for 
them, they always end up smiling and creating 
room for better opportunities.

 



C
anadian hip-hop star 
Drake’s new album, “More 
Life” a 22-song collection 
that ventures deeper into 
the dancehall sounds of 

Jamaica and features appearances by 
other leading rappers, has set a record 
for the very first day on Spotify, edg-
ing out Ed Sheeran who held the spot 
for two weeks.

A Spotify spokeswoman said that 
“More Life” was played 61,302,082 
times on its first full day Sunday, top-
ping the 56,727,861 streams on March 
3 for English songwriter Sheeran’s 
“Divide.”

According to a renowned media, 
“This is an album to binge-listen to: 
one where you’ll feel you’ve definite-
ly got your money’s worth in terms 
of playtime, if nothing else”. So it’s 

Superstar Drake sets new record on Spotify

Entertainment
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Falz brings music to football fans 

not surprising that reactions trailing 
the release online has been generally 
enthusiastic- although many have 
noted that the artist, who has spent 
some time on this side of the Atlantic 
of late, has apparently taken a fair bit 
of inspiration from British rap artists.

Drake also broke the record for 
most overall streams by an artist on 
a single day, again besting Sheeran.  
Spotify, the world’s largest streaming 
platform, has some 100 million listen-
ers including on its free tier.

It can be recalled that Drake re-
cently accused the Grammys of pi-
geonholing him as a rapper because 
he is black, and also declaring that he 
didn’t want his latest awards.

The world’s top selling artiste, who 
won the Grammys for the Best Rap 
Song and Best Rap Song Performance 
for “Hotline Bling” at the music indus-
try’s February 12 Gala, made known 

his displeasure that his “One Dance”, 
which is Spotify’s all-time, most 
streamed song, was passed over for 
nominations.

Tracking service Nielsen Music 
separately forecast that “More Life” 
would make the biggest debut so far 
this year on the Billboard chart of US 
album sales.

The success of “More Life” comes 
even though Drake has described it 
as a “playlist” to hold time between 
releases of full-fledged albums. 

Unlike his album “Views” last 
year, Drake released “More Life” im-
mediately on all streaming platforms 
rather than giving an initial exclusive 
to Apple Music, with which he has 
a close relationship. This makes the 
new offering officially billed as a 
“Playlist”, rather than an album.

A 
huge numb er of 
football and music 
fans gathered at the 
Agege Stadium to 
witness MFM FC 

defeat Plateau United by 2 goals 
to 1 and also watch Falz perform 
at the Star Fan Park within the 
stadium.

Award winning rapper Falz 
brought an exciting experience 
to fans at the Star Fan Park on 
Sunday March 19th 2017. Falz 
the “bahd guy” entertained fans 
with rendition of his hit songs, 
from ‘Ello Bae’ to ‘Soft Work’ 
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including the latest single ‘Well 
done sir’.

Healso blended his music craft 
with football at the Star fan park 
pitch as he joggled the ball with 

senior football administrators 
including Amaju Pinnick, Chair-
man of the Nigerian Football 
Federation and Mallam Shehu 
Dikko, Chairman of the League 

Management Company.
His performance at the Agege 

Stadium on Sunday follows that 
of Reekado Banks at the Libera-
tion Stadium during the match 

between Enugu Rangers and 
Rivers United in Port Harcourt 
a fortnight ago.

The music performances at 
NPFL match venues are part 
of efforts by Star Lager Beer to 
provide premium enjoyment in 
support of the domestic football 
league since its partnership an-
nouncement with the League 
Management Company in 2016.

Part of the package is the re-
wards with exciting prizes like 
refrigerators, generator sets and 
flat screen television sets among 
several others, fans get for par-
ticipating in fun games courtesy 
of Star Lager Beer.

As the fun and excitement of 

premium footfall experience 
continues in this NPFL league 
season, can you guess the next 
artiste making a surprise appear-
ance at the Star fan park?
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Hidden luxury in the heart of the city

A 
few weeks ago was the of-
ficial launch of Club Oxy-
gen; hidden within the 
belly of Valley Front View 
Hotel (VFVH) a cosy and 

inviting hotel, which caters to both 
leisure and business clients, located at 
a serene by-street off Toyin street in the 
heart of Ikeja.

VFVH, though new on the block is 
setting out to raise the bar in boutique 
hotels and also carve a niche for itself, 
and so this latest addition of a club and 
cigar lounge is a welcome development 
to achieve that.

Touring the complex alongside Jona-
than Odia, general manager, VFVH, 
was an interesting experience as he 
shared his thoughts along with strate-
gies to make the hotel business stand 
out; one could tell he’d done his home-
work.

“We have a standard restaurant 
which operates 24-hour service; you 
can walk in at any time and have some-
thing to eat, either local, continental, 
buffet or la carte, depending on what 
the guest wants,” he said at our first stop.

Off the front lobby is the bar, with its 
inviting interior. The facility also has 
a Gym, which though not very large, 
is well equipped and open to both in-
house guest and the public. Right before 
the entrance is the 6ft deep pool with 
the surround designed as a sit-out and 
lounge chairs.

 Explaining the design concept of 
the hotel, Odia said, they create lobby 
areas on all the floors, so that guest 
may receive their visitors. “Sometimes 
when you go to a hotel to visit a guest, 
there are always two options; the first 
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you wait at the reception area for the 
guest to come down to meet with you, 
or the guest asks you to come over to 
their room. So we have created a lobby 
area with sofa and TV set, where they 
can meet and then back to their room, 
without leaving the floor.”

“On each floor- because the owner 
likes sports, but football especially, the 
floors are named after international 
clubs, like we have Chelsea, Inter, ManU 
and Arsenal,” explained Odia.

Also, within the hotel there is central 
Air conditioning and music system; 

keeping the halls and environment 
lively and cool.

“The Hotel has 11 suites in the hotel 
and in each of them; we have Jacuzzi 
in about 95 percent of the rooms, which 
most other hotels don’t have, and 25 
regular rooms. There is tea, coffee mak-
er, electronic safe in all the wardrobes 
for your valuables as well as a mini bar 
with complimentary drinks and break-
fast (for two in the suite and for one in 
the regular room). Most of the single 
rooms have steam baths, while others 
have regular bath tubs with overhead 
shower,” he said.

Part of facility was a conference room 
which can seat 85 in theatre setting and 
presentations can be done via available 
television screens or projectors.

In the underbelly of the hotel, far 
away from hotel activity is Club Oxy-
gen which has a cigar lounge above.

Ill Rymz who was the host for the 
night during the opening of the club 
looked dapper as he carried out his 
duties.

“We have the black carpet event 
which is why we invited Ill Rymz, a 
Nigerian actor and host to several other 

shows to grace the occasion to meet and 
greet guest as they arrive,” said Odia.

“We started our test-run in December, 
but we just fully opened for business. 
Since opening in December, patronage 
has been low because of the economy 
and the fact that we are new. Febru-
ary started very well; but this month 
has been better compared to previous 
months,” Odia said.

With their wide range target, com-
prising business people, leisure and 
pleasure seekers, the hotel plans to 
reach out to them via various medium. 
“We will register on Tripadvisor; that is 
the medium through which people can 
reach us and review their experience 
in the hotel. We believe once we start 
with this, we are on the right track.”

If there is one thing visible to all is 
the fact that there are a lot of hotels 
around Ikeja; so will VFVH cope with 
the competition?

“I think our price is very competi-
tive. Carefully we have looked at our 
prices and looked at our competitors. I 
am not talking about Ikeja as a whole, 
but looking at our immediate domain, 
I think we only have the likes of Ibis 
and Best Western. Of these two, I don’t 

see Ibis as competition but yes they are 
to an extent- basically because of the 
brand name- not because they have an 
outstanding facility. If you go to their 
rooms, you will really understand what 
I am saying.

“Ibis is on-the-go hotel, their service 
or room categories are not the type 
you find in a standard hotel, so for that 
I am not seeing them as a threat. Yes 
we are within the same vicinity, and 
yes they have the business because 
they have been there for some years 
and are internationally known but in a 
couple of months, we will begin to see 
the difference.

“Even now, we have couple of our 
guest who checked out of Ibis to use 
here; they have been to Ibis and here 
to and seen the difference between 
the service they get and also value for 
money,” Odia explained.

And for the next six months, “we 
want to be known within the Ikeja en-
viron as one of the best boutique hotels 
in the area, and we are really going to 
push for that. In six months, you can 
check us out on TripAdvisor, one major 
medium of accessing hotels; there you 
will really see how we stand.



On Your DSTV This Week 

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Nadia Buari premiered on Ghanaian na-
tional television with the TV series Games 
People Play in late 2005. Her first major 
film was Mummy’s Daughter, after which 
she starred in Beyonce: The President’s 
Daughter. Her role as “Beyonce” was her 
major breakthrough. Her movie career be-
gan with her playing a role in the TV series 
Games People Play in 2005, which she got 
nominated for best actress. She has starred 
in more than 20 movies. In 2013, she came 
out with her own movie called The Diary 
of Imogen Brown.

Buari moved from Ghanaian films to 
Nollywood films around the year 2008. 
Her breakthrough role in Nollywood 
was in the film Beyonce & Rihanna as 

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

 Undoubtedly one of the most influential film per-
sonalities in the history of film, Steven Spielberg 
is perhaps Hollywood’s best known director and 
one of the wealthiest filmmakers in the world. 
Spielberg has countless big-grossing, critically ac-
claimed credits to his name, as producer, director 
and writer.
Spielberg’s first major directorial effort was The 
Sugarland Express (1974), with Goldie Hawn, a 
film that marked him as a rising star. It was his 
next effort, however, that made him an interna-
tional superstar among directors: Jaws (1975). This 
classic shark attack tale started the tradition of the 
summer blockbuster or, at least, he was credited 
with starting the tradition.
As a producer, he was very active in the late 90s, 
responsible for such films as The Mask of Zorro 
(1998), Men in Black (1997) and Deep Impact 
(1998). However, it was on the directing front 

Nadia Buari Steven Spielberg
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PURE GENIUS 
Young Silicon Valley billionaire 
James Bell is not one to sit idle 

and wait for things to happen, so 
building state-of-the-art Bunker 
Hill Hospital is the natural pro-

gression for his interest in treating 
rare medical conditions. 

March 26 2017 
13:15

War Room
With great jobs, a beautiful 

daughter and a dream house, 
the Jordans seem to have it all. 
Appearances can be deceiving, 
however, as husband Ton flirts 

with temptation and wife Eliza-
beth becomes increasingly bitter, 
crumbling under the strain of a...

March 28 2017 
17:00

When We Rise
Academy-Award winner Dustin 
Lance Black executive produces 
this miniseries chronicling the 
real-life personal and political 

struggles, setbacks, and triumphs 
of diverse LGBT activists who 

played integral roles in pioneer-
ing their leg of the U.S. civil rights 

movement from its infancy.
March 27 2017 

23:00

Pete’s Dragon
Mr. Meacham, a woodcarver, 

delights local children with stories 
of a mysterious dragon that lives 
deep in the woods of the Pacific 
Northwest. His daughter Grace 
believes these are just tall tales, 

until she meets Pete...
March 26 2017 

7:30

MISFIRE
 

A fearless DEA agent wages a 
one-man crusade against drug 
cartels on the Mexican border 
when his ex-wife is kidnapped 

and held in Tijuana.
March 30 2017 

22:51

The Replacement Killers
Hired assassin John Lee is 
asked by Chinatown crime 

boss Terence Wei to murder the 
young son of policeman Stan 
Zedkov Lee has the boy in his 
sights, but his conscience gets 

the better of him, and he spares 
the child’s life.

April 1 2017 
8:32

Submerged
Friends are targeted by kidnap-
pers and have to fight to survive 
after their limo is forced into a 

canal.
March 28 2017 

17:45

Southpaw
Billy “The Great” Hope, the 

reigning junior middleweight 
boxing champion, has an 

impressive career, a loving wife 
and daughter, and a lavish life-
style. However, when tragedy 
strikes, Billy hits rock bottom, 

losing his family, his house and 
his manager. 

March 28 2017 
21:05
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GOLDENEYE
 

When a powerful satellite 
system falls into the hands of 

Alec Trevelyan, AKA Agent 006 
a former ally-turned-enemy, 
only James Bond can save the 
world from an awesome space 

weapon that -- in one short 
pulse -- could destroy the earth!

March 28 2017 
22:40

Nightcrawler
Los Angeles denizen Louis 

Bloom survives by scavenging 
and petty theft. He stumbles 

into a new career as a camera-
man and - armed with a cam-
corder and police scanner -- 

begins nocturnal forays across 
the city in search of shocking 

and grisly crimes. 
March 28 2017 

20:37 

Tomorrow Never Dies
Media mogul Elliot Carver 

wants his news empire to reach 
every country on the globe, 

but the Chinese government 
will not allow him to broadcast 

there. Carver doesn’t take no 
for an answer and plans to use 

his media empire to fuel flames 
of war between the Western 

world and China.
March 29 2017 

1:05 

The World Is Not Enough
Bond must race to defuse an in-
ternational power struggle with 
the world’s oil supply hanging 
in the balance. Elektra King is 

the daughter of a murdered oil 
tycoon whom Bond is assigned 

to protect.
March 26 2017 

00:25

GLORY ROAD
 

After being appointed the new 
coach of the 1966 Texas Miners, Don 

Haskins decides to build a team 
based on talent rather than race. The 

conservative townsfolk balk at the 
new racially diverse lineup despite 
the fact that the team is winning all 

their games.
March 29 2017 

00:45
Calendar Girls

A Women’s Institute chapter’s fun-
draising effort for a local hospital by 
posing nude for a calendar becomes 

a media sensation.
March 29 2017 

3:40 

Billy Madison
Man-child Billy Madison has been 

a spoiled rich kid all his life, and 
spends his days drinking and party-
ing. When his father, hotel magnate 
Brian becomes fed up with his son’s 

irresponsible ways, he issues an 
ultimatum. 

March 29 2017 
12:05

School of Rock
Overly enthusiastic guitarist Dewey 
Finn gets thrown out of his bar band 
and finds himself in desperate need 
of work. Posing as a substitute music 
teacher at an elite private elementary 

school, he exposes his students to 
the hard rock gods he idolizes and 

emulates...
March 29 2017 

13:35

MINORITY REPORT
 

Based on a story by famed science 
fiction writer Philip K. Dick, “Minor-

ity Report” is an action-detective 
thriller set in Washington D.C. in 

2054, where police utilize a psychic 
technology to arrest and convict 

murderers before they commit their 
crime. 

March 30 2017 
1:35

Law & Order
Filmed on location in New York, the 
drama showcases the sometimes-
complex process of determining 

guilt or innocence, while lives hang 
in the balance. Often inspired by the 
latest headlines, the plots highlight 
legal, ethical or personal dilemmas.

March 30 2017 
5:50

NYPD Blue
This Steven Bochco-produced series 

pulls few punches in portraying 
the day-to-day lives of cops in New 

York’s 15th Precinct. Characters’ per-
sonal lives intertwine with the cases 
they work, which often deal with the 
worst elements the city has to offer.

March 30 2017 
2:10

Blue Bloods
Tom Selleck stars as Frank Reagan, 

the New York Police Commis-
sioner, and patriarch of the Reagan 
clan, a multigenerational family of 
cops. Frank’s oldest son is Danny, 

a seasoned detective and Iraqi War 
veteran who occasionally uses dubi-

ous tactics to solve cases.
March 30 2017 

9:35

ANGIE TRIBECA
 

Executive producer Steve Carell recruits 
Rashida Jones, his former co-star in 

“The Office,” for the lead role in a police 
procedural that plays out like a small-

screen version of “The Naked Gun.”
March 26 2017 

17:50

Aftermath
When civilization reaches its apocalyp-

tic end, the Copeland family survives 
the end of the world as they know it, 
but what will the new world be like? 

Turns out its scary, with supernatural 
creatures, massive storms and a plague 

among the things that the Copelands 
must deal...

March 26 2017 
22:00

The Art of More
The Art of More is an American televi-

sion series which debuted on November 
9, 2015, on Crackle. On December 2, 
2015, Crackle renewed the series for 
a second season which consists of 10 

episodes.
March 28 2017 

2:00

The Magicians
Quentin Coldwater, a grad student at 

Brakebills College for Magical Pedago-
gy, has been fascinated by the magical 
fantasy world since he was young. But 
as he has gotten older, Quentin and his 
20-something friends have discovered 

that the magical world...
March 30 2017 

Channel 111 Romance Fox Channel 25 
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With 

Nathaniel Akhigbe

Her other notable Nollywood films 
include Rough Rider, Beauty and the 
Beast, Holding Hope and Single and 
Married.

She is also known for co-starring 
in films with Nollywood actor Jim 
Iyke, which has also received atten-
tion. Films include the Beyonce & 
Rihanna film series, Hot Romance 
and Behind a Smile.

In 2013, she won the Pan African 
Actress award at the annual Nigerian 
Entertainment Awards (NEA Awards) 
in New York City. Buari is the daughter 
of Sidiku Buari, a Ghanaian musician. 
She studied performing arts at the 
University of Ghana and graduated 
with a BFA degree. She was born in 
Takoradi, Ghana. 
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Beyonce alongside Nollywood 
actress Omotola Jalade Ekeinde 
who played Rihanna. The film 
became very popular to both 
Ghanaian and Nigerian audience. 

that Spielberg was in top form. He di-
rected and produced the epic Amistad 
(1997), a spectacular film that was 
shorted at the Oscars and in release 
due to the fact that its release date was 
moved around so much in late 1997. 
The next year, however, produced 
what many believe was one of the 
best films of his career: Saving Private 
Ryan (1998), a film about World War 
Two that is spectacular in almost every 
respect. It was stiffed at the Oscars, 
losing best picture to Shakespeare in 
Love (1998).



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY
Now showing @ Silverbird Cinemas, 

Festival Mall, FESTAC THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW

 Synopsis
Now that Dom and 
Letty are on their 
honeymoon and 
Brian and Mia have 
retired from the 
game-and the rest 
of the crew has been 
exonerated-the glo-
betrotting team has 
found a semblance of 

 Well it kind of looked like some-
thing that has being acted before 
but with another twist and thrill, 
but was quiet good. I could say it 
want so hard to guess what the 
end would look like and everyone 
in the cinema had a good time. 
A typical story of the length a 
guy could go in saving the life of 
his girlfriend and he really did a 
good job.
Months into the relationship he 
found out she was suffering from 
a very bad terminal illness and 
needed a transplant that wasn’t 
covered by the government and 
he had to pay $250,000 dollars, 
there was no way he could raise 
that money except he went back 
to his past boss asked for forgive-
ness and carried out one last task. 
Well nice movie and storyline 
with Romeo trying to save Juliet 
as they were called. The quest 

The Fate of the Furious Collide

for true love gave him courage till the very 
end to fight and endure to make he got the 
money to save her.
To my verdict will say a 7/10 because I got 
entertained, they had nice casting produc-
tion and the action packed scenes were 
good enough for me and I had fun. So for 
all the action movie lovers if you want to 
relax this weekend, then this is the movie 
to watch.  
Reviewer: Linda Ochugbua  

Interested readers can also review a movie 
of his or her choice of not more than 200 
words and sends to: nathaniel.akhigbe@
businessdayonline.com.
SMS only: 08054692431 

 Synopsis:
When an investigative journalist sets 
out to disprove Christianity, his con-
versations with leading scholars lead 
him to embrace what he sees as in 
inarguable defense of the faith.
Initial release: 7 April 2017 (USA)
Director: Jon Gunn
Stars: Mike Vogel, Erika Christensen, 
Faye Dunaway

The Case for Christ

Unforgettable
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NEWS
Synopsis:
Jon Baker and Frank “Ponch” 
Poncherello have just joined the 
California Highway Patrol in Los 
Angeles, but for very different rea-
sons. Baker is a former motorbike 
rider who’s trying to put his life 
and marriage back together. Pon-
cherello is a cocky, undercover 
FBI agent who’s investigating...
Initial release: 24 March 2017 
(USA)

Synopsis:
Scientists, 

 Synopsis:
The Shack takes us 
on a father’s uplifting 
spiritual journey. Af-
ter suffering a family 
tragedy, Mack Phillips 
spirals into a deep de-
pression causing him 
to question his inner-
most beliefs. Facing 
a crisis of faith, he 
receives a mysterious 
letter urging him to 
an abandoned shack 
deep in the Oregon 
wi… More
Initial release: 3 
March 2017 (USA)

ZAHRA DEEP FEVER
CHIPS Chiwetalu Agu turns singer

KONG: SKULL ISLAND

THE SHACK

a normal life. 
Initial release: 
12 April  2017 
(France)
Director: F. Gary 
Gray
Stars : Dwayne 
Johnson, Charl-
ize Theron, Vin 
Diesel

 The Nollywood star is set to put out a music 
video album.
Agu has already released on YouTube the 
trailer for ‘Mr President’, one of the tracks on 
the upcoming album.
Nigerians are suffering, there is hunger in the 
land and someone who is in speaking posi-
tion has to say something about it,” said Agu 
who is managed by Kings Music Entertain-
ment.
“The song is not just about trolling politi-
cians, but has other fun tracks that will make 
you dance, laugh and merry. It is an album 
for everyone”.
A spokesperson of Kings Music Entertain-
ment said, “He is a legend and we know so 
many people across the globe will be looking 
forward to the album. It is clean for the fam-
ily and you will also expect to see some of his 
comic lines on the songs”.
Agu’s video album will contain five songs.
The actor was recently criticised by a junior 
colleague, Gideon Okeke, over his excessive 
use of profanity in movies.
“Let him leave the censors board to do their 
job, or does he work with them? Anybody can 
say anything or come to whatever conclu-
sion they please. The viewers would judge 
whether I use vulgar words in movies or not. 
People who watch movies are the ultimate 
judges. I do not even know who Gideon 
Okeke is; I do not think I have ever heard his 
name,” he said. 
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Synopsis:
A young girl in the North of 
Nigeria, dreams of career 
success and happiness in 
marriage. When terrorists 
attack her village, she ends 
up in an IDP camp...
Friday: 3:10PM, 8:50PM
Saturday: 3:10PM, 8:50PM
Sunday: 3:10PM, 8:50PM
Monday: 3:10PM, 8:50PM
Tuesday: 3:10PM, 8:50PM
Wednesday: 3:10PM, 8:50PM
Thursday: 3:10PM, 8:50PM 

CLIMAX
Synopsis:
A greedy and ambitious young man aban-
dones his sweetheart in search of wealth 
and position but events catapult everyone 
involved to a cataclysmic climax”.
Friday: 10:30AM, 3:15PM
Saturday: 10:30AM, 3:15PM
Sunday: 10:30AM, 3:15PM
Monday: 10:30AM, 3:15PM
Tuesday: 10:30AM, 3:15PM
Wednesday: 10:30AM, 3:15PM
Thursday: 10:30AM, 3:15PM

LOGAN
Synopsis:
In the near future, an aging Wolverine and 
Professor X must protect a young female 
clone of Wolverine from an evil organization 
led by Nathanial Essex.
Friday: 10:25AM,16:55 9:10PM
Saturday:10:25AM,16:55 9:10PM
Sunday:10:25AM,16:55 9:10PM
Monday: 10:25AM,16:55 9:10PM
Tuesday:10:25AM,16:55 9:10PM
Wednesday: 10:25AM,16:55 9:10PM
Thursday: 10:25AM,16:55 9:10PM

COLLIDE
Synopsis:
An American backpacker gets involved with a 
ring of drug smugglers as their driver, though 
he winds up on the run from his employers 
across Cologne high-speed Autobahn.
Friday: 2:40PM, 6:45PM
Saturday: 2:40PM, 6:45PM
Sunday: 2:40PM, 6:45PM 

 Synopsis:

Enigmatic former detective 
Carrie Wells (Poppy Mont-
gomery) has a rare condi-
tion that won’t let her forget 
anything, which complicates 
things when she is brought in 
to consult on a case for a team 
led by her ex-boyfriend. 
Release date: April 24

 Synopsis:
A young couple invite 
their friends into their 
home but what is 
intended to be a happy 
reunion turns out to 
be a treat to the very 
foundation of their 
relationship.
Friday: 7:20PM, 
Saturday: 7:20PM, 
Sunday: 7:20PM 
Monday: 7:20PM 
Tuesday: 7:20PM, 
Wednesday: 7:20PM 
Thursday: 7:20PM

AMERICAN DRIVER
Synopsis:
Jack Curry takes a job driving Nigerian 
celebrities to the annual GIAMA 
Awards to impress his boss Kate.
Friday: 1:15PM
Saturday: 1:15PM
Sunday: 1:15PM 
Monday: 1:15PM 
Tuesday: 1:15PM
Wednesday: 1:15PM 
Thursday: 1:15PM

HIDDEN FIGURES
Synopsis:
A team of African-American women 
provide NASA with important math-
ematical data needed to launch 
the program’s first successful space 
missions.
Friday: 10:45AM, 12:45PM, 
Saturday: 10:45AM, 12:45PM,
Sunday: 10:45AM,1 2:45PM, 
Monday: 10:45AM, 12:45PM,  
Tuesday: 10:45AM, 12:45PM,
Wednesday: 10:45AM, 12:45PM,  
Thursday: 10:45AM, 12:45PM

HIRE A MAN 
Synopsis:
A single lady has to come up with a 
plan to get her an impromptu fiance 
after being informed that her younger 
sister is getting married.
Friday: 4:40PM

Director: Stuart Hazeldine

soldiers and adventurers unite 
to explore a mythical, uncharted 
island in the Pacific Ocean. Cut 
off from everything they know, 
they venture into the domain 
of the mighty Kong, igniting the 
ultimate battle between man 
and nature. 
Initial release: 28 February 2017 
(London)
Director: Jordan Vogt-Roberts
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How to keep your pearly whites 

I
f there is one thing yours truly dislikes with 
a passion is mouth odour. Based on that, a 
few weeks ago I decided to meet my dentist. 
So, I got an appointment fixed for scaling 

and polishing- a painless procedure I may add. 
It was not cheap but it was worth every cent, as 
I left feeling more confident and refreshed, with 
the next appointment fixed for six months later.

Yes, it is a fact that not everyone is born with 
super white teeth –natural teeth colour is said to 
be slightly yellow. So, fret not if your teeth do not 
look like what you see in toothpaste adverts, the 
main issue is having healthy and clean dentures.

You will surprise that for a lot of people, the 
mouth is separate from the rest of their body, 
but reality is that it is all connected. I remember 
speaking with a friend and telling him I had a 
dentist appointment to keep. He asked if I had an 
issue with my teeth. I answered in the negative, 
and told him I wanted my teeth professionally 
cleaned.

That is one habit every individual should im-
bibe, especially because of the chemicals found 
in most food and beverages we consume. On 
March 20, 2017 the world celebrated World Oral 
Health Day and The Nigerian Medical Associa-
tion (NMA) used the special occasion to advise 
Nigerians to visit the dentist every six month 
in order to check gum diseases and tooth decay.

Most times before a tooth issue becomes a 
problem, it has started a long time ago; only fre-
quent check-ups can detect such things and nip 
them in the bud before they become full blown 
issues that may even call for removal of such 

MABEL DIMMA 

affected/infected tooth or teeth.
“If such diseases are detected early, it can eas-

ily be treated and at low cost. Visiting the dentist 
every six months give you the opportunity to do 
professional scaling and polishing of teeth and 
helps detect early signs of tooth decay and gum 
diseases,” explained Abdulkadir Katagun, dental 
health coordinator for the FCT chapter of NMA 
in an interview with a news media.

“Tooth decay starts from the hard structure 
of the tooth passing the enamel to the dentine 
to the dental pulp, which is the life of the teeth.

“If not treated on time, it can lead to tooth 
loss or severe pains. Oral health determines your 
general wellbeing because whatever enters your 
body passes through the mouth. If the mouth is 

unhealthy it means that every other part of your 
body is sick,” he said.

According to reports, teeth cleanings are 
essential not just for clean teeth, but a healthy 
mind and body as well. Problems in your mouth 
can cause or even act as an indicator of disease 
in other parts of your body-including dementia 
and heart disease.

Katagum noted that the World Dental Day, 
which was inaugurated in March 2013 by the 
world dental federation, is to raise awareness on 
oral health and prevention of oral diseases. This, 
according to him, would enable government, 
health associations and the general public to 
work together to achieve healthier mouths and 
happier lives.

He said this year’s theme; “Live mouth smart” 
was geared toward raising awareness to achieve 
healthy mouth and a healthier nation.

But for such a routine visit, there is a lot 
people do not know about it; so make use of the 
internet to get pointers on questions to ask your 
dentist. Before you go to the dentist know that 
teeth cleanings are an essential part of keeping 
your mouth, and the rest of your body, disease-
free, especially heart disease, dementia and 
complications of diabetes.

So keep your pearly whites intact and long 
lasting, by making regular appointments with 
your dentist.

 Here’s what you need to keep your hair healthy

A
s many know, a lady’s 
hair is her crowning glo-
ry, hence, the reason why 
women pay so much at-
tention to their hair.

These times when we have a lot of 
naturalistas, who because of different 
types of relaxers, hair dye or other 
chemicals, have suffered severe dam-
age to their hair and have therefore 
resorted to going natural.

Many have been looking for tips 
and products that will help them 
grow and keep their hair healthy. 
Well, I trust this will be helpful.

Natures Gentle Touch products are 
products I personally love as they re-
main one of the top indigenous hair 
products that address the issues pecu-

liar with ladies’ hair in Nigeria today.
Its Anti-breakage treatment begins 

with the hair construction process. 
The treatment is designed with 
an ultra-active hair strengthening 
protein-based complex blended with 
the essential eucalyptus oil and other 
herbal ingredients to heal and fortify 
weak or damaged hair.

A lot of women make the mistake 
of over oiling their scalp which clogs 
the pores on your head and so your 
hair follicles grow thin, lifeless hair. 
Ladies, there is a reason why it is 
called hair cream or hair oil and not 
scalp cream. So don’t go drowning 
your scalp with creams, let your pores 
breathe so that healthy hair can grow 
freely.

Healthy hair begins with healthy 
scalp, so start construction treat-

ment with the weekly anti-breakage 
shampoo. This performs the magic of 
cleaning the hair and scalp without 
breakage.

After shampooing, you can apply 
the anti-breakage reconstruction 
masque, and then cover the hair with 
a heating cap for about 30minutes and 
rinse off afterwards. This gives mois-
ture, to the hair, gives it the required 
volume and reduces hair breakage.

The reconstruction masque gives 
the hair intense nourishment, soft-
ness and shine. It penetrates deep into 

the hair fibre for advanced repair.
Nature’s gentle touch anti-break-

age leave-in serum should be applied 
afterwards and the hair styled. The 
liquid does transform the hair from 
dull and rough to shiny and man-
ageable in a matter of seconds! Ever 
wondered how exactly it works? 
Unlike other serum, which penetrates 
the cuticle and makes changes to the 
hair structure temporarily, the anti-
breakage leave-in serum makes the 
hair reflect more light.

 This makes the hair shine more 
and protects it from external factors 
such as dust, heat and humidity.

The anti breakage control is used 
daily to continue the reconstruction 
process and protect the hair from 
activities that lead to breakage.

So start treating your hair today 
with products filled with natural in-
gredients for healthy, more luscious 
looking hair.
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Just another rung on the ladder 
of tourism industry

A
n oft misplaced 
idiom about ho-
tels is that they 
a r e  t h e  m o s t 
important facet 
of the tourism 

industry. As s o on as p e ople 
mention the word tourism, 
hotel(s) is the first thing that 
comes to mind. Although not 
e n t i re l y  w ro n g ,  h o t e l s  a re 
a small facet of the tourism 
conundrum. A major issue in 
Nigeria is  the idea that the 
quality and number of hotels 
determines the quality of tour-
ism in that city/area. Well, I am 
here to tell you that is a fallacy. 
That is not to say that having 
numerous quality hotels  in 
your city will not positively 
affect the number of visitors a 
city gets, it is but a part of the 
total solution. If we think of 
the tourism industry as a lad-
der, then hotels are just a rung 
on that  ladder.  Hav ing one 
rung on a ladder that requires 
ten rungs simply does not get 
the job done.

What does Nigeria need to 
do to be recognized as a viable 
tourist destination? Well, first 
and foremost we need to de-
cide what type of tourist/visi-
tor we want to attract and then 
we need to position ourselves 
to get such guests.  Ranging 
from cultural religious, medi-
cal,  conference, nature, and 
family travel, Nigeria needs 
to pick a niche and focus on 
it.  When I hear government 
officials talking about tourism 
they use it as catchphrase for a 
one size fits all solution. When 
you think of  South Africa , 
Kenya, Mozambique chances 
are the first thing that comes 
to mind is safari,  when you 
think of  Zambia you think 
Victoria Falls. This is not an 
accident. This is because these 
countries have spent time and 
money cultivating their tourist 
attractions and making it easy 
for people to get to the attrac-
tions. They made a decision to 
be a primary leisure getaway 
destination. Yes, they cater to 
other types of travelers, but 
their primary demographic is 
the leisure traveler. As such 
they have put in the physi-
cal, economic, and logistical 
infrastructure to make it easy 
for their primary demographic 
to get into and around their 
various countries.

What the Nigerian govern-
ment still fails to understand 
is  that  i t  ne e ds  to  target  a 
specific traveler demographic 
and provide the infrastructure 
to attract that type of guest. 

When I say infrastructure I am 
not talking about new roads, 
and air ports. What I am talk-
ing about is logistical infra-
structure that is quite cheap 
but makes a huge difference. 
Nigeria needs to choose what 
type of visor it wants to attract 
and go after it.

The truth is we cannot even 
compete with our neighboring 
countries.  Maritime confer-
ences are being held in Togo, 
the African Hotel Investment 
Conference has taken place in 
Ethiopia, Togo, and Rwanda, 
and not in the “Giant of Africa”.  
This is not by chance. The or-
ganizers of these conferences 
realize how difficult it is to 
get into and around Nigeria 
and simply chose to do it else-
where.

The others ‘rungs’ on the 
l a d d e r  t h at  n e e d  t o  b e  a d -
dressed are:

Visas - A single entry Nige-
rian visa costs over 300 Euros. 
I  know this b e caus e that is 
what T3 Hotels, our JV hotel 
management partners,  paid 
when they got  v isas  a  few 
months ago. A visa to Tanza-
nia, Kenya and South Africa 
cost me less than 300 Euros 

combined. Acquiring a Nige-
rian visa needs to be cheaper 
and easier. With the exception 
of South Africa, I had Visa on 
Arrival options at the other 
c ountries liste d.  We ne e d a 
visa on arrival programme for 
casual travelers, not just busi-
ness travelers. I know there are 
plans for this, but the current 
iteration of it still falls short. 
When we went through this 
pro c ess ,  we had to get  pre-
approval and clearance from 
the immigration headquarters 
before a British guest was eli-
gible for a visa on arrival.

Transport – Our transport 
links are chaotic and disorga-
nized. Have you ever ridden in 
local taxi in Lagos? It is not the 
most fun experience. There is a 
need to register taxis, provide 
them with simple identifying 
numbers, a uniform color, a 
telephone numb er to call  if 
there is a problem and a me-
ter to ensure that you are not 
ripped off. Haggling is in our 
nature as Nigerians, but it may 
not be for our visitors, thus 
we need to cater to them. Ride 
hailing apps are helping fill-
ing this void, but believe it or 
not, there are still people that 
prefer hailing down taxis or 

simply lack the technical nous 
of using an app like Uber.

City Guides- What are the 
top 10 things to do and s e e 
in Nigeria? What if I told you 
that you could go white water 
rafting in Niger State? Or that 
you could see lions and swim 
in a natural warm spring in 
Bauchi? You probably did not 
know that did you? It would 
not be your fault because there 
are no guides that list the must 
s e e /mu s t  d o  at t ra c t i o n s  i n 
country.

Airports/Ports of call – Our 
airports and ports of entry are 
bad! I  once spent five hours 
on the Seme b order  on the 
Nigerian side. From our land 
borders to our airports, work-
ing bathrooms, friendly, honest 
and efficient immigration staff, 
functional ACs, there is much 
to be done to make Nigeria a 
more attractive destination. 

There are s everal  ‘rungs’ 
that I have not discussed in-
cluding,  but  not  l imite d,  to 
physical  infrastructure,  s e-
curity, additional functional 
airport runways (I am looking 
at Abuja Intl Airport), among 
others.  Thos e are big ticket 
items that require a lot of in-

vestment. The areas I want us 
to focus on are the intangibles 
that make a huge difference 
to the traveler but and require 
minimal investment.

As it  stands,  Nigeria gets 
a lot of in-bound traffic from 
business, religious, family, and 
cultural visitors.  It would be 
wise for the powers that be to 
use that as a starting point in 
marketing Nigeria as a tourist 
destination. The visitors that 
come for these reasons come 
because they have little or no 
choic e.  If  you notic e on the 
list of types of tourists that we 
get, leisure travelers are not 
on there. That is because why 
would someone pick Gurara 
Waterfalls over Victoria Falls 
or Yankari Game Reserve over 
the Serengeti?

Whether people come for 
crude oil or to visit our mega 
c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  g o ve r n m e n t 
ne e ds to make it  attractive, 
easy, and affordable to get into 
and around Nigeria.

 
This  ar t ic l e  i s  wr i t te n  b y 

Far uk Aliyu, chief execut ive of 
Shelter Suites & Hotels, a hotel 
development and management 
company.
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Nigerian tourism pushes ahead 
with Port Harcourt Bantaba

W
h e n  t h e 
news broke 
that the Ni-
gerian tour-
i s m  c o m -

munity would be gathering for 
the first time in Port Harcourt, 
the capital of River State, for a 
two-day event, tourism stake-
holders, especially within the 
Niger Delta region, sighed in 
relief for the respite that is 
coming to their region, which 
many associate with negative 
trends in the recent past.

Of course, it was a strategic 
and purposeful move by ATQ 
Magazine to host its first ever 
tourism and hospitality event 
in the region. Tagged Port Har-
court Bantaba, the two-day 
travel expo gathered tourism 
stakeholders across Nigeria 
and delegates from Jamaica, 
Zimbabwe, Dubai, and South 
Africa who brain-stormed on 
trends and innovations in the 
industry, challenges and way 
forward.

Returning after two years 
of absence in Abuja, its first 
host city, because of security 
challenges, the event, which 
held at The Edge Hotel in Port-
Harcourt offered platform 
for cross fertilization of ideas, 
exchanges and dialogues.

Impressed with the organ-
isation of the event, Timothy 
Macpherson, minister of fi-
nance, sovereign state of Ac-
compong Maroon, Jamaica, 
who was in the country for 
the first time,  commended the 
organisers and urging them 
to push the tourism frontiers 
across the continent because 
tourism is the backbone of 
Africa’s unification and devel-
opment.

Citing instance with his 
state, Macpherson said travel 
is one of the greatest sources 
of revenue for the Sovereign 
State of Accompong, hence it 
is time for West Africa, which 
he described as the spiritual 
homeland of Africa, to estab-
lish its presence in tourism and 
culture.

In same vein, Stella Obinwa, 
Director African Region, Dubai 
Tourism, applauded the po-
tential of the event, especially 
in building bridges across the 

skills and exposed them more 
to the use of the digital mar-
keting platform to grow their 
business.

However, Ikechi Uko, CEO, 
ATQ Magazine, organisers 
of Akwaaba African Travel 
Market, Accra Weizo and now 
Port Harcourt Bantaba, was 
delighted at the great success 
and turnout recorded at the 
maiden edition of the event, 
which happened to be the first 
ever travel expo in Niger Delta.

The event, according to him, 
has not only sharpened the 
skills of travel and tourism 
stakeholders within the region 
for improved business opportu-
nities, it has most importantly, 
changed the narrative of the 
Niger Delta from militancy to 
exposing the huge tourism po-
tential far away from the usual 
crude oil.

“Port Harcourt Bantaba is 
my first event in South-South 
and the South East of Nigeria 
and it is already a success. Six 
countries and eight Nigerian 
states participated giving us 
reasons to return here once 
again next year”, Uko said.

Decrying the absence of 
government, Uko called for 
more collaboration as tourism 
development is though private 
sector driven; yet needs gov-
ernment support to truly grow. 
He specially commended the 
efforts of Steve Isokariri, man-
aging director, Dial Travels Port 
Harcourt and the Edge Hotel 
for wonderful hosting.

particularly e-tourism Master 
Class on Digital Marketing, 
another exciting highlight of 
the event.

Participants at the training 
anchored by Damian Cook, 
managing director, E-tour-
ism Frontiers, Kenya, were 
equipped with both knowl-
edge and practices that would 
help them survive the current 
economic challenges affecting 
many businesses in the travel 
and tourism sector.

They also commended the 
organisers for the training ses-
sion which sharpened their 

Niger Delta, Nigeria, Africa 
and other parts of the world. 
She noted that Dubai Tourism 
is open to partnerships and 
further urged tour operators 
and other stakeholders from 
the Niger Delta region to take 
advantage of the readiness of 
Dubai Tourism to help private 
tourism businesses to grow on 
their own.

Another highlight of the 
event was the campaign by 
Walter Mzembi, one of the 
African candidates for the posi-
tion of secretary general of the 
United Nations World Tourism 
Organisation (UNWTO), who 
was represented by Karikoga 
Kaseke, CEO, Zimbabwe Tour-
ism Authority. Recognizing the 
importance of Nigeria in the 
global scene, Mzembi used the 
platform of the event to solicit 
for the support of Nigeria.

At the Travellers Night Gala 
Dinner, some deserving stake-
holders were honoured for 
their contributions to the de-
velopment of tourism in the 
country, foremost of which 
was Mike Amachree who was 
honoured as the Father of Ni-
gerian Tourism. As well, Allen 
Onyema, managing director, 
Air Peace, was honoured as the 
Aviation Man of the Year for 
his contribution to the growth 
of aviation industry in Nigeria, 
while Danny Kioporoglou, 
general manager, Eko Hotel 
and Suite, Lagos,  won the Best 

Hotel General Manager award.
In recognition of their ob-

servance of international best 
practice, quality service and 
facility offerings, Elomaz Hotel 
Asaba, Nike Lake Resort, Enu-
gu, Best Western Hotel, Asaba, 
the Edge Hotel, Port-Harcourt, 
HBC Resort, Jos, Eko Hotel and 
Suites, were presented with 
plaques of the Top 100 Hotels 
in Nigeria.

On the second day, the travel 
expo empowered travel busi-
ness within the Niger Delta 
and South East regions through 
improved skills and trainings, 

OBINNA EMELIKE



Sarkin Kano and Chairman of the occasion, HRH Muhammadu Lamido Sanusi II (left) congratulating the Chairman, The Resort Group, Dr. Wale Babalakin (SAN), 
after he delivered the 10th memorial lecture in honour of the late legal icon, Kehinde Sofola (SAN), titled: The Role of the Legal Profession in Nation-building: 
The Nigerian Context,  at the MUSON Centre, Onikan, Lagos, last Thursday.

Travel
Private charter, jet operators reduce flight 
schedules amid economic downturn

P
rivate jet op-
erators  are 
seeing low pa-
tronage which 
h a s  fo r c e d 

them to reduce flight 
schedules because traf-
fic within and outside 
the country is insuffi-
cient to support regular 
scheduled services.

BDSunday’s checks 
show that most opera-
tors now operate just 
three flights a week be-
tween Lagos and Free-
town, against seven 
daily flights which op-
erators did before. This 
implies that, to attend 
a three- hour Tuesday 
morning meeting in 
Freetown, a Nigerian 
business delegation 
may have to depart La-
gos on Saturday morn-
ing and only get back 
home on Thursday af-
ternoon.

Operators tell BDSun-
day that even travel be-
tween capitals of two 
neighbouring countries 
like Abuja and Yaoundé 
remains a daunting task 
in 2017.

“Business Aviation 
has a terrible reputation 
in West Africa. Unfor-
tunately, private jets are 
still seen in the region as 
expensive toys for play-
boy millionaires, insensi-
tive and wasteful Heads 
of States and Senior Gov-
ernment Officials or poli-
ticians and others who 
acquired their wealth 
through questionable 
means. And yet it need 
not be so.”

“Private Jets can be 
and are indeed an indis-
pensable and efficient 
tool for big business in 
a West Africa region 
where efficient travel 
between neighbouring 
capital cities can still be 
a nightmare because 
many of our airlines are 
seriously challenged,” 
Atedo Peterside, Chair-
man, ANAP Business 
Jets Limited said.

 He suggested that in 
the 21st Century, senior 
executives of success-
ful mining companies 
(and other large busi-
nesses) do not expect 
to find quality airlines 
to fly them to the hin-
terland. “They expect 
to fly into a regional 
hub like Lagos, Abuja, 

Stories by Ifeoma okeke
ber of jets in the country 
to economic recession, 
noted that moving out 
an aircraft because of 
the recession is a wise 
decision.

Abdulkareem said 
that if operators cannot 
excel in their business, 
it is better they move 
somewhere they can 
make market instead 
of incurring overhead 
debts unnecessarily. It is 
a business decision.

“Private jets are some 
of the most valuable 
business tools available 
in the world today, as it 
saves time and is conve-
nient, providing signifi-
cantly more productive 
output, and fine tune 
briefings onboard, be-
fore and after meetings.

“Executives can make 
the most of this time to 
talk business with col-
leagues, clients or part-
ners in complete privacy, 
relaxing or entertain-
ing on the same flight. 
Business jet is a tool for 
efficiency, those using it 
as luxury have cut down 
but those using it as ef-
ficient tool still use it,” 
Nogie Meggison chair-
man, Airline Operators 
of Nigeria (AON) said.

 

a’rese, Voice of Nigeria winner, savours 
hospitality of etihad airways, abu Dhabi

A
gharese Emokpae, 
popularly known 
as A’rese, the win-
ner of the first edi-

tion of The Voice Nigeria 
singing competition, relished 
the hospitality of Etihad Air-
ways, the national airline of 

the United Arab Emirates, 
during her all-expense paid 
visit to Abu Dhabi, courtesy 
of the airline.

A’rese had a first-hand 
experience of the unique 
and modern city which is 
fast becoming one of the 

world’s most exciting cul-
tural and commercial tour-
ism hubs, providing visitors 
with the opportunity to 
experience the best of tradi-
tional and modern Arabian 
hospitality.

Whilst in Abu Dhabi, 

Accra or Abidjan on a 
commercial airline and 
to transfer efficiently 
unto a 6-seater or 10 
or 13-seater private jet 
or turboprop that will 
get them within no 
more than a one hour 
car-drive from their 
destination.”

 “Our aviation minis-
ters should constantly 
ask questions about the 
surface conditions of all 
our runways, the qual-
ity of lighting (runways 
and taxiways), quality 
of communications be-
tween air traffic con-
trol and the pilots they 
are directing etc. We 
want to get to a position 
where we can say that 
we should never have 
an aviation accident 
anywhere in our region 
caused by these avoid-
able factors,” Peterside 
said.

However, the num-
ber of private and char-
tered jets operating in 
the country is currently 
down by 46% as a result 
of government’s scru-
tiny and the current 
economic downturn, 
BDSunday’s findings 
show.

According to records 

by the Nigeria Civil Avi-
ation Authority, (NCAA), 
between 2015 and 2016, 
out of 67 Jets that were 
registered with NCAA, 
31 jets have been de-
registered, showing that 
the aircraft were either 
sold off or returned to 
their owners abroad.

The remaining 36 
private jets currently 
registered in the coun-
try comprise of 18 state-
owned aircraft and 18 
private and companies’ 
owned.

S e g u n  D e mu re n , 
managing director of 
Evergreen Apple Ni-
geria Limited, a pri-
vate charter terminal 
operator and aircraft 
maintenance centre 
said the circumstances 
surrounding the probe 
of certain public offi-
cials over the use of 
charter jets should not 
be used to jeopardise 
their business and not 
send the signal that it is 
wrong for government 
officials to hire business 
jets.

Nurudeen Abdulka-
reem, Rector of Ilorin 
International Aviation 
College, who hinged the 
current depleting num-

ethiopian 
airline wows 
customers 
with 
three new 
destinations 
in just three 
days
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E
thiopian Airlines, 
has announced that 
it has finalized prep-
arations to launch 

flights to three new destina-
tions – Victoria Falls, Oslo 
and Antananarivo – within 
three days, 26-28 March 
2017.

Heralding the launch 
of three new destinations 

A’rese visited some of the 
capital’s popular tourist 
attractions which included 
Ferrari World, and Yas 
Waterworld, where she 
had fun on the world’s 
fastest rollercoaster ride, 
the world’s first hydro-

magnetic six-person wa-
terslide, and the largest 
sheet-wave surf ride ever 
created. Other places she 
visited included the souk 
at Al Mina port, and other 
heritage sights.

Commenting on her Abu 
Dhabi visit, A’rese said: “Win-
ning the competition was like 
a dream come true – and the 
hospitality onboard Etihad 
Airways and the welcoming 
ambience of the city provided 
a tremendous experience 
that I would recommend to 
everyone.”

Etihad Airways was proud 
sponsor of the first The Voice 
Nigeria national singing com-
petition, which attracted 
strong talent from across the 
country, with around 32 con-
testants competing in a series 
of regional rounds - before the 
winner being selected in a 
grand finale which was held 
in Lagos last year.

Etihad Airways launched 
its service between Lagos and 
Abu Dhabi on 1 July 2012 
and currently operates four-
times-per-week using an Air-
bus A330-200 aircraft config-
ured to carry 254 guests, with 
18 in Business Class and 236 in 
Economy Class.

in three days, Tewolde Ge-
breMariam, the Group CEO 
said, “Three new flights 
to three new destinations 
in just three days is one of 
the greatest expansions in 
Ethiopian’s long and illustri-
ous history.

“We are proud that we 
are able to link these new 
stations to the Ethiopian 
network in such a short pe-
riod of time. As of 28 March, 
our vast global network 
will add three new destina-
tions which will further 
strengthen our leadership in 
the continent in connecting 
more cities in Africa to more 
cities in the world than any 
other airline

“This is only possible 
due to the continued sup-
port and dedication of the 
thousands of Ethiopian 
Airlines’ employees who 
strive for the best service, 
best safety, and best on 
time performance every 
day and the great vote of 
confidence that we are en-
joying every day from our 
valued customers.”

Victoria Falls, Oslo and 
Antananarivo are three of 
the seven new destinations 
to be launched during the 
first six months of 2017.

Ethiopian started flights 
to Conakry in February 
2017. Before July, Ethio-
pian will start service to 
three destinations in Asia: 
Chengdu, Singapore and 
Jakarta.



Gov Ahmed directs installation of dialysis machine in Ilorin

A
s part of govern-
m e n t ’ s  d e t e r m i -
nation to provide 
qualitative and af-

fordable health services to 
the people, Kwara State gov-
ernor, Abdulfatah Ahmed, 
has given a week ultimatum to 
the state’s Ministry of Health 
to complete installation of its 
state-of-the-art automated 
dialysis machine at the state’s 
General Hospital, Ilorin.

The governor, who was on 
an on-the-spot assessment of 
the newly acquired machine 
and other ongoing works at 
the hospital, frowned at the 
delay in the installation of the 
machine and directed the com-
missioner for health, Suleiman 
Atolagbe Alege, to ensure its 
immediate installation.

A
s part of measures to sim-
plify and quicken access 
to sound healthcare deliv-
ery, particularly at primary 

healthcare level, Federal University 
of Agriculture, Abeokuta (FUNAAB) 
has designed electronic health record 
system with an intention to overhaul 
health record keeping in every level 
of healthcare delivery in the country. 

FUNAAB electronic health record 
system which was designed by the 
University Health Centre, accord-
ing to Mami Mohammed, Registrar, 
Health Records Officers Registration 
Board of Nigeria (HRORBN), was 
designed to facilitate the treatment 
of patients within a very short period 
of time and, in the process, make data 
generation easy.

Speaking at the handing over of 
20 sets of desktop computers, server 
and software donated by Asia-African 
Foreign Investment Development 
Agency in conjunction with Bright-
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FUNAAB pioneers e-health 
record system to deepen 
healthcare delivery 
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SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 

“We cannot afford to waste 
time on the installation of 
these facilities because it’s a 
live-saving equipment that 
requires urgent installation,” 
Ahmed said.

“Do you know how many 
people will benefit from this 
when completed? Don’t you 
realise the agonies patients 
go through in getting succour 
from various kinds of kidney 
disease,” he said.

Other projects inspected by 
the governor included the Col-
lege of Nursing and Midwifery 
in Ilorin.

At the College of Nursing 
and Midwifery, Governor 
Ahmed directed the Commis-
sioner of Finance, Ademola 
Banu, to release necessary 
funds for various ongoing 
works at the school.

Nigerian universities, Mohammed 
declared that FUNAAB Health Cen-
tre was the first to start the idea as 
the university remains a partner in 
progress for HRORBN). He pledged 
the Board’s support for the Electronic 
Health Record System until it becomes 
a global phenomenon.

The consultant to the project, Ra-
phael Iluyomade, commended staff 
from the University Health Centre 
that participated in the training for 
their unity of purpose, team work and 
positive collaboration, which had led 
to the success of the two-week train-
ing programme, just as he encouraged 
medical personnel across the country 
to develop soft-skills so as to improve 
their inter-personal knowledge to-
wards restoring the confidence of the 
citizens in public health institutions.

The Vice-Chancellor, Olusola Oye-
wole, alongside the DVC (Academic), 
Oluyemisi Eromosele, and the DVC 
(Development), Ololade Enikuomehin, 
appreciated the efforts and support of 
the project consultant as well as the 

sword Technology Limited, Singapore, 
the Registrar advised the University 
Management to ensure that the train-
ing to be given to care-givers was 
comprehensive and detailed in order 
to ensure efficient and effective health 
service delivery.

While commending the uni-
versity for pioneering the Electronic 
Health Records System (EHRS) among 

International Centre for Professional 
Development (ICPD) of the university.

While thanking the donors at 
the event which marked the end of 
training on Electronic Health Record 
System for some pioneer students and 
presentation of certificates, the Vice-
Chancellor assured Nigerians and 
HRORBN that the University would 
ensure optimal use of the facilities.

Lack of power supply stalls 
dialysis centre takeoff in Edo

B
etsy Onojah, presi-
dent, St. Vincent De 
Paul’s Society of St. 
Paul’s Parish in Be-
nin City, has blamed 

lack of power supply for de-
layed take-off of the society’s 
dialysis centre.

Onojah made the disclosure 
during the society’s courtesy 
visit to Godwin Obaseki, the 
state governor, at the Govern-
ment House in Benin-City.

The president, who com-
mended the state governor for 
his efforts geared towards the 
establishment of the centre 
in Benin-City, noted that the 
centre was yet to be in opera-
tion due to lack of generators. 
She however, told BDSUNDAY 
that the governor has promised 

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin to support the society with the 
needed facilities to ensure that 
the centre becomes operational 
by April 1, this year.

Onojah further said that the 
governor in 2016 supported the 
society to establish the centre 
as part of his efforts toward 
rendering affordable health 
service to the people of the 
state.

She explained that the ra-
tionale for the establishment 
of the dialysis centre was oc-
casioned by the need to care for 
patients abandoned by family 
members in government hos-
pitals in the state.

In his remarks, the state gov-
ernor, Godwin Obaseki prom-
ised to ensure that the society 
raises enough money to get the 
centre become operational and 

for the protection of patients.
“You need a lot of resources 

to maintain the standard and I 
know that many lives will be 
saved by the time the centre 
is operational. It would be my 
joy if the dialysis centre can 
commence operation by 1st of 
April,” he said.

Obaseki also added that 
providing the needed facilities 
for the society to kick-start the 
dialysis centre was govern-
ment’s responsibility noting 
that the project could save lives 
and render health care services 
to the people. “It is the govern-
ment’s responsibility and not 
a favour. The least the govern-
ment can do is to assist you, 
and as such, it is our statutory 
responsibility to grant your 
requests,” he stated.
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T
he World Health 
Organisation is tak-
ing off from Monday 
to tackle the last re-
maining stronghold 

of polio on 116 million children 
in Nigeria and across West and 
Central Africa.

Vaccination team grasps the 
urgent measure to permanent-
ly stop polio on the continent 
which will be one of the largest 
of its kind ever implemented 
in Africa.

WHO identified several 
polio cases in Northern Nigeria 
last year, despite previously 
declaring the country “polio-
free”.

Nigeria is thought to be the 
only country in Africa where 
polio is spreading. According 
to a report in August 2016, 
four children were paralysed 
by the disease in security-
compromised areas in Borno 
State, north-eastern Nigeria.

More than 190,000 polio 
vaccinators will be reaching 
out to all children under five 
years of age in the 13 countries 
of Benin, Cameroon, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Côte 

WHO targets polio eradication in Nigeria, 12 others
d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria and 
Sierra Leone to curb the polio 
crisis.

Vaccination team will carry 
the vaccine in special carrier 
bags filled with ice packs to 
ensure the vaccine remains 
safe and deliver bivalent oral 
polio vaccine (bOPV) to every 
house across all cities, towns 
and villages. 

Marie-Pierre Poirier, UNI-
CEF Regional Director for West 
and Central Africa, said that 
with the strong commitment of 
Africa’s leaders, there was con-
fidence that this last remaining 
polio reservoir could be wiped 
out, thereby protecting all 
future generations of African 
children from the crippling ef-
fects of this disease once and 
for all.

“Polio eradication will be an 
unparalleled victory, which 
will not only save all future 
generations of children from 
the grip of a disease that is 
entirely preventable but will 
show the world what Africa 
can do when it unites behind 
a common goal,” Poirier said.

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

…as Rwanda, Botswana, Malawi, Niger, Zambia, others lead in health spending

A 
summary of a recent survey 
on the state of health insur-
ance shows that Nigeria has 
sorely been lagging behind 

in health spending for its citizens. 
At the same time, the country has 
not done much to step up efforts to 
expand its existing health insurance 
scheme- the National Health Insur-
ance Scheme (NHIS) - to cover more 
citizens in the country. Figures show 
that only about 5 million people have 
been covered by the NHIS. Besides, it 
took care of mostly workers in Federal 
Government ministries, departments 
and agencies (MDAs), leaving out the 
federating states – not to talk of the 
private and informal sectors.

Asoka, a medical doctor and a 
health insurance expert, at a recent 
media interaction in Port Harcourt, 
said there has been continuous decline 
in public (government) spending for 
health in Nigeria, relative to the needs 
of a growing population; there is very 
low allocation to health in govern-
ment budget – what is released is even 
much lower than what is allocated; 
more than 60 percent of total health 
expenditure in Nigeria comes out of 
peoples’ pockets – ordinary Nigerians 
are main financiers of healthcare; 
fees required to be paid at health 
facilities deter large proportion of the 
population from accessing modern 
healthcare; typical household decision 
is divided between buying medicine 
for a sick child versus providing food 
for a day for the entire family.

Added to all these is that Nigeria’s 
budgetary allocation to the health 

State of Health Insurance shows Nigeria sorely lags behind

BEN EGUZOZIE, Port Harcourt sector has continued to drop, hardly 
exceeding six percent year-on-year. 
This is far less than the 15 percent 
budgetary allocation agreed by Af-
rican countries at a health summit 
in Abuja, Nigeria in 2010, known as 
‘Abuja Target.’  For instance, figures 
from the Budget Office of the Fed-
eration, Federal Ministry of Finance, 
show that between 1998 and 2012, 
health allocation as percentage of 
Federal Government budget hovered 
between 2.1 percent and 5.6 percent. 
This was only between 0.3 percent 
and 0.9 percent of the country’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), whereas the 
highest federal budgetary allocation 
to health was N4.971 billion in 2011.

Meanwhile, countries like Rwan-
da, Botswana, Niger, Malawi, Zambia 
and Burkina Faso, little countries 
whose combined annual budgets 
can hardly match Lagos State budget, 
have surprisingly met or surpassed 
the Abuja Target by 2010. Rwanda 
led with 18.5percent budget alloca-
tion to health, followed by Botswana 
and Niger Republic at 17.9percent. 
Malawi stands at 17percent, Zambia 
16.5percent and Burkina Faso, 15.9per-
cent Nigeria comes far behind with a 
fickle 5.6percent. Comparatively, all 
six African countries – which have 
met or surpassed the target by 2010 – 
are considerably poorer than Nigeria. 
Amazingly, they have bigger health 
spending than a richer Nigeria – 
thought to be ‘giant of Africa.’   

 Asoka says, herein comes Health 
Insurance or similar pre-paid mecha-
nisms – contributions ‘ring-fenced’ 
from further budgetary cuts, and 
provide financial risk protection for 

citizens. He propounded a working 
definition of health insurance in 2011 
via Care Net Nigeria, a health publica-
tion that: “any approach that enables 
people to receive healthcare services 
or products without the need to pay 
for such services and products at the 
point of care, becoming a barrier to ac-
cess.” In 1995, a maiden health summit 
in Abuja gave impetus to introduction 
of Health Maintenance Organizations 
(HMOs). These are: “insurance-based 
health systems that have the respon-
sibility for the provision of a compre-
hensive package of care to an enrolled 
population for a prepaid fixed fee,” said 
Robinson and Steiner, in 1998. But the 
NHIS Act of May 1999 said a HMO is “…

an institution, company or provident 
association using its administration 
or insurance companies to provide 
health care for its clients through as-
sociated health centres.”

According to Lekan Ewenla, pub-
licity secretary of Health & Managed 
Care Association of Nigeria (HMCAN), 
an association of accredited HMOs, 
their role within the NHIS Act are: to 
collect contributions from all eligible 
employers and employees; collect 
contributions from voluntary con-
tributors; render returns to the Council 
of the NHIS; contract with only health 
care providers approved by the Coun-
cil; and ensure that contributions are 
banked according to guidelines ap-

proved by Council.
But how well are they perform-

ing these functions? Sadly, HMOs are 
fewer and only active in major cities of 
Lagos, Abuja and Port Harcourt. Few 
have equity participation from foreign 
entities – IFC, insurance companies, 
and some affiliated to commercial 
banks. Notable public HMOs are those 
of Defence ministry and Police.

Ewenla said NHIS is rather a for-
mal sector programme. States are 
not included – the reason most state 
governments have yet to get on the 
programme. Some like Rivers have 
begun a Contributory Health Insur-
ance program, outside the NHIS Act.

Benefit package excludes high-cost 
illnesses – like HIV/AIDS. Only generic 
drugs are given. The scheme covers 
employee, spouse and four children 
under the age 18. For working couples, 
their contributions cover both and 
not more than four children under 
the age of 18. For other dependants, 
the employee will be surcharged. 
Participants can enjoy services only 
after a waiting period of one month 
and are issued with Identity (ID) cards 
to minimise fraud. He said, contrary 
to NHIS Decree, HMOs act mainly as 
‘third-party administrators’ to the pub-
lic sector formal programme of NHIS.

Despite some gains, NHIS is inher-
ent with challenges of poor wider 
coverage. There remains an urgent 
need to expand the scheme to cover 
states, private and informal sector. 
This is a major reason a new media 
advocacy team is in the offing, to raise 
awareness for a wider national health 
insurance. The team is in Lagos, Abuja 
and Port Harcourt.



 Sunday  26 March  2017

Sports

…As Okowa calls for grooming of athletes for champions

F
ootball fans in have urged the 
Nigerian Football Federation 
(NFF) to ensure that the Super 
Eagles remain competitive in 
2017 and beyond in order to 

keep the players fit for the 2018 World 
Cup and 2019 AFCON qualifiers.

The fans were reacting to the Ni-
geria’s 1-1 draw with the Senegal in a 
friendly encounter.

The Lions scored the opener in the 
54th minute through Moussa Sow, 
while the Eagles equalised through 
a Kelechi Iheanacho’s 83rd minute 
penalty-kick, in a match played at the 
Hive Stadium, London.

Justice Ekeh, former Director of 
Sports in the old Abia, noted that the 
Eagles’ lack of competitiveness since the 
World Cup qualifier against Algeria in 
November 2016, showed in the game 
against Senegal.

“The team did not play warm-up 
matches for AFCON 2017, and did not 
participate in the tournament proper 
like Senegal and other teams and this 
made it lethargic for most part of the 
match.

“The matter was made worse with 
the fact that most of the players were 
making their debut for the first time,” 
he said. 

Also commenting, George Anizoba, 
Coach of former Ebonyi Federation Cup 
Champions, Mgbo Ambassadors FC, 
said that the Eagles had the youthful-
ness of its players as their saving grace.

“The team is fortunately dominated 
by youthful, energetic and skillful play-
ers, who used their resourcefulness 
and intelligence to cover the team’s 
inactivity.

“It is hoped that with the players’ 
staying together for Monday’s friendly 

Anthony nlebeM with agency reports

“Iheanacho bringing Nigeria fully 
back into the game at the 83rd minute is 
laudable.

“It is good that we train our players 
on stamina and the mental-frame of 
mind in holding to any game to the last 
minute,’’ he added.

Also, Okala, a former Green Eagles 
goalkeeper, said that the match was a 
good one.

Okala noted that the essence of the 
match was to test the blending ability of 
the old players with new ones injected 
into the team by the coach.

“At least, the coach, with this match, 
must have understood one or two 
things concerning the team,’’ he said.

Okala urged Nigerians to continue 
to support the national team in all 
ramifications to bring out the best in 
the players.

2018 CAA Championship: Delta ready to host Africa

D
elta state governor,  Ifeanyi Okowa, has 
declared the readiness of his state to 
host the 2018 Confederation of African 
Athletics’ (CAA) African Senior Athletics 

Championship.
Speaking when he presented a Letter of Ac-

ceptance to the visiting President of CAA, Ahmad 
Kalkaba Malbaijm, a colonel, and his delegation 
recently, in Asaba, governor Okowa said that Delta 
state was not only ready to host the champion-
ship but would plan towards the hosting with the 
cooperation of the Nigerian Athletics Federation 
(NAA) and CAA.

“We are happy that the competition will come 
in 2018, this gives us adequate time to prepare and 
plan for it, athletics is an area where many youths 
can be engaged. We are certain, that working with 
NAA especially its President, Solomon Ogba we will 
have the relevant experience and backing to make 
the championship a success”, he said.

“We are ready to host, we will plan towards the 

…. Chukwu, Okala, hail Super Eagles performance against Senegal
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hosting, we will work with you and do all within 
our reach to ensure the success of the competition, 
I want to reassure you that we will be ready for a 
successful hosting”, he added.

The governor called for the grooming of athletics 
from the schools, especially engaging the youths, 
stating thus; “I believe in the picking of our athletics 
from the grassroots and developing them to become 
world champions rather than looking for already 
made athletes to represent the state”.

Okowa charged the CAA to work hard, believe 
in itself and become relevant in world athletics.

Earlier, Hamad, who was accompanied by 
Solomon Ogba and a retinue of staff from NAA 
and CAA, informed Okowa that they were in the 
state to conclude arrangement for the hosting of the 
2018 CAA African Senior Athletics Competition 
billed for the State.

He thanked the governor for his support and 
acceptance to host the competition, stating that 
the competition would draw athletes from the 
continent to Asaba as the African team to the world 
championship will be selected there.

Fans seek more friendly games for Super Eagles

against Burkina Faso, we would see an 
improved performance,” he said.

 Chief Aniekwe Okafor, a soccer 
enthusiast, urged the NFF to utilise all 
Federation of International Football 
Association (FIFA) free days in 2017 
and beyond, to keep the team in shape.

“There are not much ‘FIFA windows’ 
in between the ‘Russia 2018’ and ‘AF-
CON 2019’ qualifiers, the team must 
utilise all opportunities to ensure effec-
tive blending.

“Coach Gernot Rohr should also use 
the invited players for both friendlies, 
to execute the upcoming AFCON and 
World Cup qualifiers against South 
Africa and Cameroon due to shortage of 
time for effective preparation,” he said.

Meanwhile, former Super Eagles’ 
coach, Christian Chukwu and ex-
goalkeeper, Emmanuel Okala, have ex-
pressed satisfaction in the international 

friendly match between the Super 
Eagles and Teranga Lions of Senegal, 
saying it was a good assessment match 
for the coach.

Chukwu said the Super Eagles 
showed resilience, especially during 
the last minute of the game.

“It is a friendly match. It is a good 
assessment match for the coach.“It will 
make the coach to understand the indi-
vidual players and the various depart-
ments in the team.

“I am sure that coach Rohr will now 
know how best to beef-up the team and 
solidify it,’’ Chukwu, a former national 
team captain said.

Chukwu, who is currently the Chief 
Executive Officer of Enugu Rangers 
International FC, lauded the creativity 
of Manchester City wonderkid Kelechi 
Iheanacho toward the end of the match.

Mercy enoch, Asaba

From Left: Ifeanyi Okowa, Delta State Governor; Hamad Kalkaba Malboum, 
CAA President and Solomon Ogba, AFN President, during a courtesy call in 
Asaba

Super Eagles during training



Can Tiger Woods return to golf peak?
Sports

T
o say Tiger Wood has not 
merited a great name in 
the world of golf would 
be an understatement, but 
considering his future in 

the game, his answer to Charlie Rose, 
who asked if he had accepted not 
reaching Jack Nicklaus’ record of 18 
majors. “I’ve accepted I’m going to get 
more,” Woods said.

Such words raised expectations, 
but Woods seems not concerned with 
failure, but has not being meeting 
expectations lately.

The American professional golfer 
might need a miracle or some rather 
extra ordinary ability and effort to 
make his way back to his peak as the 
number one golfer in the world. The 
major factors for this speculation are 
his health coupled with his age. Since 
his last surgery, Woods has found it 
difficult to get back in form for his 
peak in the game.

Steve Stricker, the captain of Presi-
dents Cup said Woods continues to 
battle ongoing back problems follow-
ing multiple surgeries.

“He’s working hard at it, but I don’t 
think he’s doing that well right now 
physically,” Stricker said. “Obviously 
he has to get his body right first be-
fore he can compete. Then it’s going 
to take some time I think for him to 
come back believing in his swing and 
trusting in his ability again.”

Woods has not played since he 
withdrew from the Omega Dubai 
Desert Classic in February, 2017 after 
shooting an opening-round 77 and 
subsequently cancelled his planned 
starts at the Genesis Open in Califor-
nia and the Honda Classic in Florida, 
citing ongoing back spasms.

Watching Woods tee it up in Dubai 

on television, Stricker could tell his 
friend wasn’t in peak form.

“Just the way he was walking 
didn’t quite look right. He was walk-
ing really gingerly,” Stricker added. “It 
didn’t really look physically like he 
was ready to play.”

Age is one thing we are yet to have 
a way with, it catches up with all of 
us, one could say it is natural to age 
and we know that the more we try 
to cheat nature the more it tells on us.

We see athletes who perform at 
old ages and those who retire old, we 
have even seen those who come back 
after retiring, the likes of Michael 
Jordan.

The age range of old athletes ranges 
from mid and late thirties to as old as 
106 years old Stanislaw Kowalski the 
Polish Masters athletes who complet-
ed 100 meters in 34.50 among other 
field events. Is it not rather ridiculous 
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Meadow Hall wins international school swimming competition

to compare this record to that of the 
young and vibrant athletes.

It has been undoubtedly proven 
that every sport has its age range and 
every athlete has his peak, which oc-
curs at a particular age range (each 
sport has its unique range). Beyond 
any doubt, there are various factors 
that can affect an athlete perfor-
mance, from age to emotions, to 
physical fitness, health to financial 
issues and so on.

The gravity of such factors can 
mean the end for an athlete, but 
we have seen athletes recover from 
blows on their career, but very few 
return to their peak and even fewer 
recover from major health issues but 
age has being an insurmountable hin-
drance for every athlete, for as long 
as you play you must retire one day.

Golf is not an exemption as it is a 
physical game; in the history of the 

sport its oldest athlete is still Gary 
Player who retired at the age of 73 
in 2009.

VERDICT
The effect of ageing coupled with 

the Grand slammers health condition 
leaves speculator with very little hope 
for the possibility of the hero getting 
back to his peak, knowing that at age 
41, it is very difficult to have a full re-
covery from major back injuries. Al-
though, there is an on going debate in 
the media on the speculation of Brian 
Wacker of Golf Digest (that woods is 
‘unlike’ to play the coming Masters).

This speculation has being disput-
ed by Mark Steinberg, Woods agent, 
but whatever end the speculation 
lies the true question in the heart of 
everyone is will Tiger woods be able 
to make it back to his peak days as the 
world best golfer? Will he beat Jack 
Nicklaus’s record?

M
eadow Hall ,  with 
its passion for rais-
ing excellent, Godly 
and well-rounde d 
children hosted an 

international schools swimming 
competition held on Saturday 18th 
March, 2017, at its 25m swimming 
pool located at Meadow Hall Way, 
Lekki, Lagos.

Nine of the most prestigious in-
ternational schools in Lagos State 
participated in the competition. The 
schools were Greensprings Lekki, 
Greensprings Anthony, Grenville, 
Greenwood House School, Lagos Pre-
paratory School, St. Saviour’s School, 
Temple, Learning Place and the hosts, 
Meadow Hall.

It was a successful competition, 
with the parents of the children 
providing vociferous support. The 
participants put in their age catego-
ries between 7-11years, contested all 
four strokes: backstroke, breaststroke, 
butterfly and freestyle, with Meadow 

points and Greensprings Lekki with 
96 points, respectively

Radio personality, Dan Foster was 

warmly welcomed as he gave his vote 
of thanks at the end of the competi-
tion. He thanked the competition 
organisers and called for greater 
participation in sports and other non-
academic activities.

Meadow Hall is a co-educational 
institution that was established on 
July 8, 2002 in Lekki, Lagos. Our vi-
sion is to raise excellent, Godly and 
well-rounded children that will attain 
their highest potential in life. In addi-
tion to our strong academic culture, 
the character of every Meadow Hall 
student is moulded by our core val-
ues known as the 7Cs: Christ, Care, 
Cleanliness, Creativity, Culture, Com-
munity and Citizenship. `

What truly makes Meadow Hall 
the place to excel is our integrated 
scheme, which is a rich and delicate 
blend of the British and Nigerian 
curricula. Meadow Hall has an infant 
school, junior school and college. 
Meadow Hall Education is a subsid-
iary of Meadow Hall Group

Hezron Atunde

Hall coming out on top with 126 
points. In 2nd and 3rd place were 
Lagos Preparatory School with 109 

Tiger Woods

Super Eagles during training

A cross section of participants during the International School Swimming 
competition held recently at Meadow Hall, Lekki, Lagos
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Leaders lawless and above the law!

T
hose who believe that a Constitution, 
however flawed, or a law, however 
unjust, must be followed and 
obeyed in every particular UNTIL 
amended or changed, do not know 

enough about the human spirit, nor about 
democracy.

The US Constitution, when it was written 
and adopted in 1789, defined African-
Americans (blacks) as “chattel” (i.e. as objects, 
personal property on the order of cattle, 
clothes or cutlery). For purposes of census 
body-count it regarded a white person as one 
whole person and a black person as “three 
fifths of a person.” It denied voting rights to 
all white women as well as to white men who 
owned no property. 

When, seven decades later, Abraham 
Lincoln freed the slaves, won the civil war 
and gave citizenship and voting rights to 
African-Americans, the pro-slavery losers 
struck back viciously. First they murdered 
Lincoln; then they terrorized and murdered 
blacks for the next 100 years,  pass e d 
numerous laws in their various states 
stripping blacks of their newly-won rights, 
and tagged onto the national Constitution 
various clauses reducing blacks to a status as 
low or lower than their former slave status.

It took 70 years of determined protest 

and litigation by blacks and liberal whites to 
detach those clauses and reclaim citizenship 
rights for blacks. Indeed the struggle had 
to move from the Supreme Court into the 
streets. Martin Luther King, Jr., the 26-year-
old leader of the street protests, enunciated 
it as a cardinal principle of democracy that 
every good citizen owes a moral obligation 
to themselves and their nation to refuse to 
obey a flawed constitution or an unjust law. 

It was through such extra-legal protest 
and resistance that African-Americans 
regained their right to vote and be voted for, 
their right to live anywhere they liked, eat 
in any restaurant, sit anywhere in a train 
or bus, send their children to any school 
they chose, and generally move around 
unmolested as free citizens anywhere in 
the country.

What lessons does such US constitutional 
history hold for us in Nigeria who decided 
in 1979 to adopt a version of the American 
“presidential” system of governance?

The first lesson is that a constitution as 
flawed as our current 1999 Constitution 
cannot and should not be followed at all, 
let alone “in every particular.” It was in 
recognition of its glaring faults that in 2011 a 
national committee was set up to review and 
amend it. The committee submitted its report 
in June 2013; after that, the matter died.

Those who drafted the 1999 Constitution, 
and those who voted to approve it, may well 
have had a hidden agenda—not to serve or 
save Nigeria but to destroy it by exploiting 
its many loopholes and absurdities for their 
personal, ethnic or regional interests and 
against the national interest. 

Those who have refused to implement 
the proposed amendments, or at least to put 
them to a national plebiscite vote by the entire 
citizenry, must be regarded as equally culpable 
as the original drafters and approvers.

General Buhari and his party campaigned 
on a platform of “Change”—and won the 
presidency. Change, as we the electorate 
understood it, was not just a superficial change 
of personnel or party from PDP to APC, but 
fundamental changes from things done wrong 

to things done right or done better.
The first right thing Buhari and APC needed 

to do was to implement the amendments 
proposed by the Constitution Review 
Committee—or, failing that, to submit them to 
a nation-wide plebiscite vote. Operating with 
the un-amended 1999 Constitution renders 
the current administration as culpable as their 
predecessors.

Our interest is in getting things done right. 
Consider IMMUNITY—one of the glaring 
faults of the 1999 Constitution which would 
continue to hold sway. President and state 
governors would continue to be immune 
from prosecution for whatever illegal acts or 
outright crimes they commit as long as they 
are in office. This means that while in office 
these democratically elected public officers 
operate as tyrants, dictators, totalitarians, 
lawless and above the law, “untouchable.” 
What, then, makes them different from the 
men who ran Nigeria for 30 years as military 
Heads of State, military governors, military 
this, that and the other? Men who delighted 
in scornfully and sadistically reminding us 
“bloody civilians,” whenever we demurred or 
complained, that “this is NOT a democracy!”? 
Is the same arrogance of power acceptable 
simply because the governor is not in military 
uniform? Does absence of military uniform 
equate to democracy?

You don’t have a gun pointed at your 
head—which is a real improvement. And you 
may write or talk all you want in the public 
media and no one clamps you in detention or 
“invites you for a chat” on a Friday afternoon. 
But is that ALL the “change” we voted for???

Everyone knows that prevention is better 
than cure. If you are made to stand helpless 
while your treasury is looted (the 1999 
Constitution ties your hands, provides no legal 
basis for restraining governors and making 
them answerable WHILE they are spending 
public funds), don’t you look rather stupid 
when you try to run after them AFTER they 
leave office to get them to account for monies 
they “allegedly” stole?

A c ountry run on such backward 
constitutional principles cannot stand.
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Week
Quotes of the

Many people use free antivirus software, 
so I thought a review of the more popu-
lar products might be helpful. These are 
ranked by highest to lowest user scores 
from various websites that compile those 
scores, such as cnet, softpedia, fileforum, 
etc. Such a ranking is based on usability 
since most users have no way to properly 
test antivirus capability, and thus the 
reason for the editorial comments. The 
sample size for these compiled scores 
range from hundreds of users to tens of 
thousands. Editorial comments are from 
testing by PC Magazine, MaximumPC, 
Consumer Reports, etc. User scores and 
editorial comments were, for the most 
part, from the past year. All have real-
time protection and automatic updates, 
unless otherwise stated. Blocking refers 
to real-time protection; detection and 
removal refers to cleaning an infected 
computer.

Blogs
From the 

“How can the Attorney General that 
we screened in the House tell us how to 
carry out our duty? This is the first time 
in the history of black Africa that the At-
torney General is telling the Senate what 
to do”. Dino Melaye, Nigerian Senator. 
“During the 4th Assembly, Salisu Buhari 
was accused of certificate forgery; he 
was investigated and determined. In the 
5th Assembly, Bello Masari was accused 
of certificate forgery; it was investigated 
and was cleared. In the 6th Assembly, 
Dimeji Bankole was accused of not hav-
ing NYSC certificate; it was investigated 
and he had to show his NYSC certificate”. 
Ali Ndume, Nigerian Senator.
“A supplier was engaged by the Senate to 
supply a vehicle. While transferring the 
vehicle between Lagos and Abuja, it was 
impounded by the Customs. We believe 
that is an issue between the supplier and 
the Customs because the Senate has not 
taken delivery. So, why is somebody 
trying to drag in the name of Saraki into 
the issue? Yusuph Olaniyonu, special 
adviser on Media and Publicity to Bukola 
Saraki, Senate President. 

Numbers
50%
The Nigerian Export Promotion Council has stated 
that 50 per cent of fruits and vegetables harvested 
in Nigeria get damaged on a daily basis.

$200m
The World Bank said on Friday it has approved a 
$200 million loan to Nigeria to support the govern-
ment’s effort to boost small and mid-scale farmers.


