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DLM® Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports 

 

Grade 4  

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

4 

EE.RL.4.1 Use details 

from the text to recount 

what the text says. 

As a group, work to recount 

the story from a familiar book, 

television show, or movie.  

Read to remember this story so you 

can tell it in your own words.  

Students work to recount the story. Consider 

providing a list of details that you can read 

aloud to support students in recounting the 

story. 
     

4 

EE.RL.4.5 Identify 

elements that are 

characteristic of stories. 

Identify the reason a conflict 

occurred from a personal 

experience.  

Read to identify the characters in 

the story. 

Indicate the character names or select them 

from a list prepared prior to reading.  

Work with students to make a 

list of things that happen every 

day at school.  

Read to identify two or more events 

in the story.  

Describe two or more events or select them 

from a list of story events and non-events 

prepared prior to reading. 

Work with students to make a 

list of problems that have 

happened in the school or 

classroom recently.  

Read to identify the problem in the 

story.  

Describe the problem or select it from a list of 

story events and non-events prepared prior to 

reading. 
     

4 

EE.RI.4.2 Identify the 

main idea of a text when 

it is explicitly stated. 

Work with students to tell 

what a favorite activity is 

about in ten words or fewer.  

Read to tell what a text is about in 

ten words or fewer.  

Write ten blanks on the board and ask 

students to start telling what the text is about. 

When the blanks are full, work with them to 

decide if there are other words needed (most 

likely there will be) and determine which 

words to replace with the new words.  
     

4 

EE.RI.4.3 Identify an 

explicit detail that is 

related to an individual, 

event or idea in a 

historical, scientific, or 

technical text. 

Gather items that are used 

during different activities at 

school (e.g., art class, science 

class, lunch) and ask students 

to identify which items are 

related to each event.  

Read to determine which details are 

related to <name individual, event, 

or idea>. [Prepare a list of details 

that do and do not appear in the 

text, and read them before reading 

the text.] 

Restate, "Which details are related to <name 

individual, event, or idea>?" Then read the list 

of details, asking students to indicate which 

are related.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

4 

EE.RI.4.5 Identify 

elements that are 

characteristic of 

informational texts. 

Use a school lunch menu, 

newsletter, or other 

informational text that is 

familiar to the students. Work 

together to identify captions, 

graphics, maps, bolded or 

italicized words, and other 

features that are characteristics 

of an informational text. Make 

a list of the features as they are 

identified. 

Read to see if any of the features in 

the list we just created are in the 

text.  

After reading, read each item on the list 

created in the anchor activity and ask students 

to indicate if it was in the text or not.   

     

4 

EE.RL.4.2 Identify the 

theme or central idea of a 

familiar story, drama or 

poem. 

Provide students with a list of 

common topics that are linked 

to common themes (e.g., 

friendship, honesty, hard work, 

courage). Explain the meaning 

of each. Then, provide one or 

two life lessons or messages 

(themes) we often hear related 

to each topic (e.g., "friends 

help each other," "it is always 

best to be honest," "it takes 

courage to do the right thing"). 

Ask students to determine 

which theme goes with each 

topic. Finally, ask students to 

provide examples of each 

theme. 

Read to identify what this story is 

about (topic) and then decide what 

the lesson is (theme). 

After reading, ask students to tell what the 

text is about, choosing from a list you have 

created if needed. Then ask them to identify 

the lesson, choosing from a list of three or 

more that relate to the topic.   

     

4 

EE.RL.4.4 Determine the 

meaning of words in a 

text. 

Teach students to play I Spy. 

Play the game as a group, 

taking turns giving clues and 

trying to guess what the clue-

giver is seeing. Emphasize that 

they can figure out the target 

item (word) based on the 

clues.  

Tell students to read to find clues 

that help them know what a target 

word from the passage means. Be 

sure to tell them the target word or 

words before reading.  

Ask students to tell you the meaning of the 

target word. Then work together to go back to 

the text to find the clues that tell what the 

word means. If students do not have the 

communication skills to tell the meaning of 

the word, provide a list of potential meanings 

and ask them to select the meaning they think 

is best. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

4 
EE.RL.4.6 Identify the 

narrator of a story. 

Ask the adults or some of the 

students in the class to take 

turns telling a story about 

something that happened to 

them. As each story is 

finished, identify who told 

each story. 

Read to determine who is telling the 

story. 

Indicate who is telling the story, or select the 

name of the narrator from a list of the 

characters that are in the story.  

     

4 
EE.RI.4.4 Determine 

meaning of words in text. 

Teach students to play I Spy. 

Play the game as a group, 

taking turns giving clues and 

trying to guess what the clue-

giver is seeing. Emphasize that 

they can figure out the target 

item (word) based on the 

clues.  

Tell students to read to find clues 

that help them know what a target 

word from the passage means. Be 

sure to tell them the target word or 

words before reading.  

Ask students to tell you the meaning of the 

target word. Then work together to go back to 

the text to find the clues that tell what the 

word means. If students do not have the 

communication skills to tell the meaning of 

the word, provide a list of potential meanings 

and ask them to select the meaning they think 

is best. 
     

4 

EE.RI.4.8 Identify one or 

more reasons supporting 

a specific point in an 

informational text. 

Write a statement about 

someone at school that all of 

the students know. For 

example, "Coach Brian is a 

great PE teacher." Then work 

with students to create a list of 

reasons that support the 

statement. For example, (1) he 

plays our favorite music, (2) 

he makes us laugh, and (3) he 

made an obstacle course. If 

students do not have the 

communication skills to 

provide reasons, create a list 

and ask them to select reasons 
from the list. 

Read to identify two things that 

support the statement "<insert a 

detail from the text>." 

Read the statement and ask students to 

provide two things that support the point. If 

students do not have the communication skills 

to provide reasons, create a list and ask them 

to select reasons from the list. 

     

4 

EE.L.4.5.c Demonstrate 

an understanding of 

opposites. 

Ask students how they may 

feel at an event such as a 

birthday party. Ask them to 

describe opposite of that 

emotion.  

Determine the opposite of how 

<insert a character from the text> 

feels. 

Provide students with a list of words that 

includes a word that is the opposite of the 

target word. Read the words in the list, and 

ask students to indicate if the word is an 

opposite or not.  
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4  

Provide students with four 

words that represent common 

pairs of opposites (hot and 

cold; happy and sad). List the 

four words and ask students to 

decide which ones go together. 

Read to determine which words 

used in the text (list the words) are 

opposites.  

Read the words aloud and ask students to 

determine which pairs of words are opposites.  

     

4 

EE.RI.4.9 Compare 

details presented in two 

texts on the same topic. 

Present two menus (using 

picture supports as needed) 

and compare the types of food 

on each one.  

Read to decide which details in the 

list are in <text 1> and <text 2>.  

Provide a list of details from the two texts. 

Read each detail and ask students to indicate 

whether the detail appeared in only one of the 

texts or both of the texts.  

 


