
The Book of Acts
Chapter 4

The Powerful Church
 

What is the theme of the book of Acts?
 

• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 
We have studied the second Gospel message ever preached, and witnessed the first miracle performed by
believers in Jesus. Tonight, let’s look at the consequences of this first miracle in the lives of Peter and
John, as well as the entire church.
 
Acts 4:1-37(KJV)
1And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came
upon them, 2Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from
the dead

• The civil and religious government of Jerusalem  and Judea was run by religious party of the
Sadducees, who were in submission to king Herod and the Roman Governor

• Acts 23:7-8(KJV) 7And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the
Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. 8For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection,
neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.

• The Sadducees were the party of no hope-that’s why they were sad you see!
 
3And they laid hands on them, and put themthem in hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide.

• Peter and John were imprisoned – detained without due process
4Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about five
thousand.

• The fruit of Peter’s second message? 5,000 born again!
5And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, 6And Annas the high priest,
and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were
gathered together at Jerusalem.

• All the leaders of the Jews and their families were already together at Jerusalem because of the feast
of Pentecost

7And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done
this?

• Peter and John spent the night in jail because they had done good, not evil. The Sadducees just
didn’t like the attention they were getting, and especially the mention of /Jesus, whom they
thought they had dispensed with

• Jesus was asked the same question by the same group
• Mark 11:27-29(NIV) 27They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple

courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28“By what authority
are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you authority to do this?” 29Jesus replied,
“I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I am doing these
things.

• Peter and John were on trial for being like Jesus!



• Peter and John were on trial for being like Jesus!
• Matthew 5:11-12(NIV) 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all

kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

• Jesus told Peter and John in advance that they would be blessed!
 
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel,
9If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole;
10Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, eveneven by him doth this man stand here before you
whole.

• Peter boldly proclaims that the Name of Jesus is the source of this man’s healing, and reminds the
rulers once again that they were responsible

• 1 Corinthians 2:6-8(NIV) 6We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not
the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.7No, we speak of
God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before
time began. 8None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory.

• Peter continues to educate the slow learning rulers with the Word of God.
 
11This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
12Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.

• Jesus is the only way!
13Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and
ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.

• Peter and John did not have an elite religious education. They had little, if any, formal education
• They did have the only qualifications necessary to do miracles: they hung out with Jesus!

 
14And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it.

• Miraculous deeds silence the religious
• They say it can’t be, yet are forced to acknowledge miracles when faced with undeniable proof.

15But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves,
16Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them isis
manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny itit. 17But that it spread no further
among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name.

• We can’t deny what has been done, but it doesn’t fit into our religion. When the message is not
convenient, attack the messenger.

18And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19But
Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you
more than unto God, judge ye.

• Do you really expect us to obey you rather than God?
20For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard. 21So when they had further
threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the people:
for all menmen glorified God for that which was done.

• The Sadducees were political animals. They really did not have principles, they only desired to hold
on to their power, so they were unwilling to risk losing popular support

22For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was showed.
• Recorded miracles in the scripture to this point had happened in the lives of those who were much

younger.
23And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had
said unto them. 24And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said,
Lord, thou artart God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:
25Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine
vain things? 26The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord,



vain things? 26The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord,
and against his Christ. 27For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,
28For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.
29And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may
speak thy word, 30By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the
name of thy holy child Jesus.

• They prayed a prayer of commitment
• They faced persecution, yet committed once again to obey God.

31And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
32And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of themof them
that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

• Not communism, rather Mi casa es su casa
• Government did not take from anyone and give it to someone else. The apostles did not take from

anyone to give to someone else.
• Acts 4:32(NCV) 32The group of believers were united in their hearts and spirit. All those in the

group acted as though their private property belonged to everyone in the group. In fact, they
shared everything.

33And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace
was upon them all. 34Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of
lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 35And laid themthem down at
the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.

• This selling and sharing was completely voluntary. There was no taxation
36And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of
consolation,) a Levite, andand of the country of Cyprus, 37Having land, sold itit, and brought the money, and
laid itit at the apostles’ feet.

• The members of the church looked out for other church members
• Distribution was based on need and decided by the apostles

 
2 Thessalonians 3:10-15(NCV) 10When we were with you, we gave you this rule: “Anyone who refuses to
work should not eat.” 11We hear that some people in your group refuse to work. They do nothing but busy
themselves in other people’s lives. 12We command those people and beg them in the Lord Jesus Christ to
work quietly and earn their own food. 13But you, brothers and sisters, never become tired of doing good.
14If some people do not obey what we tell you in this letter, then take note of them. Have nothing to do
with them so they will feel ashamed. 15But do not treat them as enemies. Warn them as fellow believers.
 
 
 


