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Northern delegates and 2014 National 
Conference recommendations

A 
sad development took 
place last Wednesday 
when delegates from 
the Northern part of the 
country to the National 

Conference held in 2014 met to tear 
to shreds the recommendations made 
at that august gathering, attended by 
some 500 delegates over three years 
ago.

These delegates at an enlarged 
meeting last Wednesday said they 
were turning their backs on the 
report of the 2014 national confab 
and the recommendations therein 
because of the use of “voice votes to 
arrive at decisions.” They also alleged 
inadequate representation of the 
Northern region.

The Northern delegates’ forum ap-
peared to be mortally afraid that the 
essence of the conference was just 
to restructure the country, hence, its 
warning against any attempt by any 
group to seek to implement or influ-
ence the Federal Government or any 
of its institutions to use the report of 
the confab under any guise for the 
purpose of restructuring Nigeria.

“We maintain our position that the 
report of the confab is of question-
able legal validity; is the outcome of a 
process that lacks popular mandate or 
support and major decisions were ar-
rived at by undemocratic means,” the 
group said in a communiqué issued at 
the end of the meeting.

The communiqué signed by the 
forum’s chairman, Jeremiah Useni, 
was read by Mohammed Kumalia, 
the secretary.

It further said: “We urge members 
of the National Assembly to be wary 
of and not rely or act upon a report, 
which is full of flaws and not enjoy-
ing national or popular support.

“We call upon any group of per-
sons or individuals agitating for any 
form of restructuring of the federa-
tion, first and foremost, to respect the 
existing constitutional order and to 
seek to do so within the bounds and 
parameters stipulated under our 
constitution and the law. To suggest 
otherwise would lead to chaos and 
anarchy”. 

This is a sad development because 
it may have dragged the country 
many years backward. Could it be 
that this opposition was sponsored 
in anyway and by who?

Recall that early in the life of the 
Muhammadu Buhari led adminis-
tration, it said it was not considering 
implementing the reports.

The actions of the Northern del-
egates may have provided an alibi for 
the Federal Government to justify its 
stand on the implementation of the 
recommendation. But it is surpris-
ing that these delegates could waste 
those months in Abuja feeding off 
taxpayers’ sweat and the oil wealth 
just for a jamboree.

It is also amazing that elders in a 
country with huge infrastructural 

deficit would be interested in squan-
dering the collective wealth and lin-
ing their pockets than insisting that 
such money should be put to worthy 
use in the interest of one and all.

Just last week Muhammadu Sa-
nusi II, Emir of Kano, in his keynote 
address during the opening ceremony 
of Kaduna State’s investment pro-
gramme stated categorically that the 
North-East and North-West were the 
poorest in the country. He even urged 
the region not to use the oil rich Niger 
Delta, commercially viable Lagos and 
business-oriented South East to mir-
ror the living standard of the North.

Again, on April 11, 2017 Sanusi up-
braided northern leaders, this time on 
one of his social media handles, accus-
ing them of using their knowledge to 
impoverish the people of the region.

“I choose to fight for the progress 
of Nigerians and suggest solutions to 
their problems. It’s my duty to speak 
the truth about the ill-effects of con-
servative Muslims who are harming 
Islam rather than helping it.

“I still believe that conserva-
tive Muslims are still stuck in the 
13th Century and their claim that 
children need no other knowledge 
than Islamic studies flies in the face 
of reality. All the poverty, under-
development and immense suffering 
in the North are a result of unedu-
cated masses refusing to learn work 
or trade.

“The majority of technicians in 
Kano are from the south while un-
trained indigenes beg. How does that 
make sense? Why is it that conserva-
tive Muslims, who claim to be against 
scientific progress, enter aeroplanes 
and fly to perform the Hajj in Mecca 
rather than using camels to cross the 
desert!

“Unless northern political leaders 
like Governor Yari pay attention to 
me, there will never be a day when 
anywhere in the North will be like 
the modern Muslim cities of Kuala 
Lumpar, Istanbul, Jakarta, Lahore, 
Greater Cairo, Dacca, Karachi, Dubai, 
Riyadh or Faisalabad,” he admon-

plan up their sleeves while parading 
themselves as delegates?

What the Northern delegates have 
done now is to say that Nigeria is not 
one and may never be one. But it is sad 
that at a time when we ought to begin 
to right the wrongs of the past, people 
in their primordial selves are working 
against the collective progress of the 
country. On this page last Sunday, we 
noted the candid pieces of advice by 
two prominent sons and first class tra-
ditional rulers of the northern extrac-
tion, who lampooned their kinsmen 
for certain retrogressive tendencies 
they are manifesting. Today, we visit 
the page again with this unfortunate 
occurrence in the polity.

Over the years, it has been noted 
that inconsistency in government 
policies and programmes has kept 
the country away from achieving 
progress in many fronts. The pen-
chant of governments for discarding 
programmes started by their prede-
cessors, no matter how noble, has 
done Nigeria more harm than good. 
Meanwhile we are told that govern-
ment is a continuum, but in practice, 
it is not so in Nigeria.

The Northern delegates are now 
setting a bad precedent and at best ex-
aggerating the disunity/hate among 
regions of the country. Indeed, under 
the belly of this outright condemna-
tion of the five-month effort was just 
because implementation of the rec-
ommendation could cast in stone the 
name of former President Goodluck 
Jonathan from the south who put 
together the conference.

Indeed, it is regrettable that in the 
21st Century Nigeria, we are still see-
ing ourselves with the eye of North 
and South. It appears we have learnt 
no lessons from the past. If people do 
not have any collective feelings of 
sense of loss that Nigeria committed 
a huge amount of money to host the 
confab, which could have been used 
to address the infrastructural deficit 
of the country, then it shows the 
mind-set they have when they have 
opportunity to steal public funds.

ished.
Sometime ago, Atiku Abubakar 

who also is of the Northern extrac-
tion, noted that the country needs 
restructuring; he also stressed that 
the fear of the north in this regards 
had to do with the oil from the South 
as they wonder what will happen to 
the north if restructuring is carried 
out.

In his speech as the guest speaker, 
at the Annual Professor Ademola 
Popoola Public Lecture, Faculty of 
Law, Obafemi Awolowo University, 
Ile-Ife, recently, Atiku, a former vice 
president and chieftain of the APC, 
said: “If we cut out all the sophistry, 
posturing and pretensions, it is clear 
to me that the resistance against 
restructuring is based on three inter-
related factors, namely dependency, 
fear and mistrust. 

“Dependency of all segments of 
the country on oil revenues, fear of 
loss of oil revenues by non-oil pro-
ducing states or regions and mistrust 
of the motives of those angling for 
restructuring.”

According to him, “This can be 
seen in the regional patterns of the 
advocacy for and opposition to re-
structuring. The bulk of the calls for 
restructuring comes from the south 
while the bulk of the opposition to it 
comes from the north. This tells me 
that it will be critical for all parties to 
put their cards on the table, give one 
another the necessary reassurances 
and make the necessary compromises 
in order to secure a restructuring deal.  
Denials and insults by both sides are 
not a substitute for these.”

It would be recalled that the said 
conference cost Nigeria some billions 
of Naira. In some cases, more than 
one member of a family attended and 
benefited from the naira rain. At the 
time the conference was going on, the 
northern delegates like their counter-
parts from other sections of the coun-
try carried on as if what they were 
doing was all that Nigeria needed to 
overcome its numerous challenges. 
Could it be that they had this sinister 

Northern delegates

Mabel DiMMa
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Yaw Nsarkoh, Executive Vice President, Unilever Ghana/Nigeria (l), with Akinwunmi Ambode, gov-
ernor, Lagos State, during a courtesy visit by Unilever Management Team to the governor in Lagos.

L-R: Chioma Okolie, CSR Lead, Airtel Nigeria; Uche Udo-Obong, nominator; Hanafi Idiaro Abdulrazaq, father of Aishat 
Idiaro, and Wole Abu, Head, Indirect Sales, Airtel Nigeria, during the N1m cheque presentation** yesterday at Airtel 
HQ by Airtel employees to cover medical treatment costs of 2months old baby Aishat Idiaro who was diagnosed with 
heart disease.

L-R: Tobi Obisanya, co-founder, AskNuma; Ayobola Adedayo, manager, VAS & E-Commerce, Airtel Nigeria, 
and Anthony Ajose, co-founder, AskNuma, at the launch of the AskNuma mobile healthcare application in Lagos

L-R: Bamidele Osin, Proto Presbyter, Methodist Church of Nigeria; Edokav Amuta, Bishop of Evangelism; 
Prelate, Chukwuemeka Uche; Oladapo Babalola, Bishop of Trinity Church Council, and Prelate Chaplain, Rev 
Segun Atolagbe, at the Good Friday Service to commemorate Easter in Lagos

Gov. Godwin Obaseki of Edo (r); Philip Shaibu, deputy governor and members of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Jubilating after the Election Tribunal affirmed his victory at the 2016 Edo Governorship 
Election in Benin on Friday.

Chinelo Igboko, 
assistant  legal  
adviser, Nigeria 
Custom Service, 
(l);  
Yusuf Bashar, 
custom area 
controller ,Tincan 
Island Port, (r) 
decorating a newly 
promoted Custom 
officer, Aliyu Abba, 
assistant superin-
tendent of Custom, 
in Lagos.

L-R: Ambassador Karo Ekewenu; Martin Mabutho, general manager, marketing and sales, MultiChoice Nigeria and Tuface 
Idibia, during the Big Brother Naija, winners party held at Rumors Nite Club, Akin Adesola, Victoria Island, Lagos

L-R: Laja Odunuga, Medical Director, GSK Nigeria; Bhushan Akshikar, Managing Director, GlaxoSmithkline (GSK) Pharmaceuticals 
Nigeria Ltd; Obianuju Ozeh, Senior Lecturer/Consultant Pulmonologist, College of Medicine, University of Lagos & Lagos University 
teaching hospital; E.S Oridota, Senior Lecturer, College of Medicine, University of Lagos and Lagos University Teaching Hospital, 
and Njideka Okubadejo, Professor of Medicine, College of Medicine, University of Lagos & Lagos University Teaching Hospital, 
during the contract signing for the Asthma Insight Reality (AIR) study at GSK’s head office in Lagos.
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States’ desperate revenue 
drive squeezes informal sector

T
he sun burned through 
the rusted roof of the 
barely-larger-than-a-cof-
fin stall where 42-year 
old Mahmood sat over a 

wooden toolbox hammering nails 
into the sole of a shoe he balanced 
over a cast iron anvil.

He listened to a local station play-
ing music in Hausa language on a 
portable compact AM/FM radio 
with built-in ferrite bar antenna for 
AM and a telescopic antenna for FM.

A while later, an announcer came 
on air and fouled his day. The gov-
ernment of Niger, his home-state, 
will start collecting taxes from 
artisans, suya sellers and cobblers 
like him to boost the sum of N4.81 
billion collected as Internally Gen-
erated Revenue (IGR) in 2016, the 
announcer said.

Mahmo o d’s blo o dshot eyes 
roamed round his stall littered 
with worn shoes, scraps of leather 
and tools, and he wondered where 
he was going to generate the extra 
money for tax when his customers 
have no money to even redeem their 
battered shoes he has managed to 
mend.

Niger State could not meet its 
N9.39 billion IGR target for 2016 
but has raised its 2017 target to N9.5 
billion. Ibrahim Balarabe, the state 
commissioner for Finance, says the 
state’s inability to meet its IGR target 
for 2016 means the government will 
demand that the informal sector pay 
their fair share of taxes.

“Enumeration is going on to cap-
ture them into one platform. Once 
we have data, it will make it easier 
for us to go after them,” he says.

Like Niger, state governments in 
Nigeria are foraging for revenue to 
fund their bloated, often impracti-
cal budgets as decline in allocations 
from the Federation Account Allo-
cation Committee (FAAC), following 
a slump in crude oil earnings last 
year, takes a toll.

According to a recent appraisal of 
states’ IGR by the Nigeria Extractive 
Industries Transparency Initiative 
(NEITI), FAAC allocations to the 
three tiers of government have de-
clined by over 40 percent since 2013.

The Federal Government which 
gets the bulk of the revenue re-
ceived N2.08 trillion in 2016, a de-
cline of 43.9 percent on the N3.711 
trillion received in 2013. Similarly, 
while state governments were al-
located N3.095 trillion in 2013, they 

got N1.642 trillion in 2016 indicating 
a 46.9 percent decline on the 2013 
figures. Local governments saw their 
allocation slump 40 percent from 
N1.708 trillion in 2013 to N1.011 
trillion in 2016.

NEITI further revealed that rev-
enues accruing to the state govern-
ments fell short of their budgets 
projections, in some states by as 
much as 30 percent.

Lagos, for example, had a budget 
of N662.60bn for 2016 even though 
its total revenue was N410.5bn, re-
sulting in a shortfall of about N252 
billion.

States in the northern part of 
the country recorded even worse 
performance. Adamawa State had 
revenue of N41.05 billion against a 
budget of N130.10 billion, while Na-
sarawa generated revenue of N32.5 
billion to fund a budget of N77.30 
billion in 2016.

 Lagos tax system: A national 
model?  

Lagos State has the highest IGR 
in Nigeria, generating N150.59 bil-
lion in the first half 2016 through 

several investments including taxes. 
Last year, the state developed a 
policy that will capture millions in 
the informal sector not included in 
the tax net.

“We have identified three cat-
egories of taxpayers in the informal 
sector. These are market men/wom-
en and artisans; micro, small and 
medium scale enterprises (includ-
ing professionals); and household 
domestic staff,” explains Olufolarin 
Ogunsanwo, head of the state Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

After streamlining the taxpay-
ers, the government pushed for 
voluntary compliance and improved 
the process by complementing e-
submission with physical filing of 
annual returns, yet the state reports 
only marginal improvement in com-
pliance this year.

Lagos has enacted laws that have 
helped it diversify its tax base. It 
collects up to 12 different types 
of taxes and levies. These include 
Withholding Tax (individuals only), 
Personal Income Tax, Capital Gains 
Tax (individuals only) and Stamp 

Duties on instruments executed by 
individuals.

Lagos also collects business prem-
ises registration fee, pools betting 
and lotteries, gaming and casino 
taxes, road taxes, development levy 
(individuals only), naming of streets 
registration in the state capital, and 
right of occupancy fees on lands 
owned by the state government in 
urban areas of the state.

There are also different taxes for 
hotel occupancy, market taxes and 
for fast foods called a Restaurant 
Consumption Tax.

“In its continuous drive to in-
crease the state’s Internally Gener-
ated Revenue (IGR) and make tax 
assessment and payment voluntary, 
convenient, and unambiguous for 
taxpayers, LIRS has opened up new 
payment platforms, compressed the 
tax forms and printed them in Yo-
ruba and Pidgin, acquired a hotline 
that taxpayers can call for enquiries 
in any of the three major languages 
and reviewed the cost and process 
of replacement of the cards, amongst 
other things,” Ogunsanwo told local 
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The targeted informal sector

ISAAC ANYAOGU

Dwindling federal allocations are forcing states in 
Nigeria to go after artisans and market women to 
pull the informal sector into the tax net.
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artisans last year.

Lagos has also instituted both 
incentives and punitive measures to 
pull those from the informal sector 
into the tax net. For example, tax 
certificates have become a prerequi-
site for getting certain services from 
the government, especially vehicle 
licensing issues.

The state recently unveiled a mi-
cro-credit scheme to support small 
businesses and a condition to get on 
board is evidence of voluntary tax 
compliance.

Yet, Ogunsanwo said that of the 
9 million projected taxable persons 
living in Lagos, only about 5 million 
of them are tax-compliant. The state 
is also finding it difficult to compel 
artisans and traders to pay annual 
tax of N5,000 as Presumptive Tax 
(using indirect methods such as in-
come reconstruction or by applying 
base-line taxation across the entire 
tax base).

Many states in Nigeria aspire to 
be in the same position as Lagos 
and are enforcing all manner of 
rules to increase tax compliance, 
especially from the informal sec-
tor, but analysts say they are not 
taking into account their unique 
circumstances.

“Many of these states are trying 
to get the informal sector into the 
tax net but they have no serious 
economic activity. Also government 
agencies spend wastefully, which 
makes a lot of people run away from 
paying taxes,” says Cyprian Nwuya, 
former chairman of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Nigeria 
(ICAN), Lagos Mainland, and partner 
at Agochukwu Okpalaoka & Co, a 
Lagos-based audit firm.

Figures from the National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS) indicated that 
Nigeria’s formal sector last year 
contributed 58.82 percent to Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). This leaves 
over 41 percent from the informal 

sector that is not captured in the tax 
net, hence the scramble to tap into 
this sector.

 Teething challenges
In recent times, Nigerian states 

including Rivers, Niger, Delta, Edo, 
Ogun and Kaduna have announced 
measures to shore up revenue 
through taxation from the informal 
sector.

In Rivers, for example, PAYE ac-
counted for 87 percent of tax rev-
enue and the state says it will focus 
on the informal sector to diversify.

“That situation is not acceptable 
and sustainable. We have to expand 
our tax net,” said ThankGod Adoage 
Norte, chairman-designate, Rivers 
State Board of Internal Revenue 
Service.

However, the challenge the states 
have is that their informal sectors 
record modest economic activity 
and market penetration is not deep 
enough. In many Nigerian states, 
the civil service is the only serious 
enterprise and when federal alloca-
tions delay, economic activities grind 
to a halt.

In a study on taxation of the 
informal sector published in the In-
ternational Journal of Business and 
Social Science in 2015, Joseph Udoh 
of the Department of Accounting, 
University of Uyo, states that the po-
tential yield from states are low and 
administration cost is high thereby 
acting as hindrance. The high cost 
of collection negates the economic 
principle of good taxation.

Udoh avers that the informal 
sector typically earns less income, 
has unstable income, and does not 
have access to basic protections and 
services.

Worse still, the governors in these 
states are not exploiting their natural 
resources to stimulate enough eco-
nomic activities to support taxation.

This is one of the reasons why 
many states in Nigeria are techni-

cally insolvent. As at December 
2016, external debt of state govern-
ments rose to $3.57 billion, according 
to analysts at FBNQuest.

States already in a hole try to dig 
out by inflicting impractical mea-
sures on their citizens to shore up 
badly-needed revenue.

Delta State has announced new 
levies on borehole and other water-
allied levies. Those who drill bore-
holes for domestic, commercial, and 
industrial purposes will now obtain 
annual licences at the cost of N2,500, 
35,000 and N50,000, respectively. 
This is in addition to the cost of pro-
curing application form and paying 
inspection fee of N2,000.

The people are kicking against 
the move because the government 
came into office promising to provide 
water and other amenities. Failing to 
do that, it now wants to tax citizens 
who try to provide their own water.

Some state governments in Ni-
geria have expense accounts that 
remove any pretence at serious 
governing. There are budget lines 
providing for construction of air-
ports to ease the governor’s shuttle 
from Abuja. An analysis of the 2017 
budgets of 33 states revealed that 
they plan to spend N2.60 trillion, or 
42 percent of a total N6.22 trillion 
budget, on paying salaries.

 Dredging for deeper waters
Resolving the challenges involved 

in getting the informal sector into 
the tax net has a better chance when 
the factors creating the sector are 
understood.

According to the Swedish Inter-
national Development Cooperation 
Agency (SIDA), key factors driving 
the informal sector are limited ab-
sorption of labour, particularly in 
countries with high rate of popula-
tion or urbanisation, and excessive 
cost and regulation of entry into the 
formal economy, often motivated by 
corruptions.

Other factors are weak institu-
tions, limiting education and train-
ing opportunities, infrastructure 
development, increasing demand for 
low-cost goods and services, migra-
tion motivated by economic hard-
ship and poverty, and difficulties 
faced by women in gaining formal 
employment.

As such, no economy where 
nearly half of the population play 
in the informal sector like Nigeria 
can succeed if, as policy initiative, it 
treats tax revenue merely as band 
aid to plug income gaps. This only 
indicates a poor grasp of the role of 
taxation in economic development.

In an economic report published 
last year, analysts at Financial De-
rivatives Company Ltd said that un-
like oil revenue, taxes have limited 
vulnerability to external exposure. It 
also takes less time, effort and cost to 
improve tax collection than to imple-
ment grand, long-term development 
plans such as agricultural reforma-
tion and building revenues.

“The government needs to edu-
cate the citizens more on the benefits 
of paying taxes and spend wisely to 
encourage the informal sector to get 
on board,” says Nwuya.

Spending prudently and curbing 
corruption in public office are strong 
motivations to get on board large 
swaths of the Nigerian population 
who would gladly pay tithes but 
dodge taxes.

Paying taxes on income irrespec-
tive of the size of the income is 
good citizenship and provides the 
taxpayer a voice to demand that gov-
ernment keeps its part of the social 
contract. Some say many Nigerians 
put up with reckless governments 
because their tendency to evade 
taxes cures an appetite to hold gov-
ernments to account.

In the research undertaken by 
Udoh on factors limiting the Akwa 
Ibom State government’s plan to 
deepen informal taxation men-
tioned earlier, he found that the gov-
ernment’s approach in establishing a 
tax database for the informal sector 
has not been properly articulated.

There was also no proper struc-
ture of tax base and templates for 
assessing and collecting taxes from 
the informal sector have not been 
properly expressed.

The government wants to use a 
presumptive tax regime, but this has 
not been adequately incorporated 
into the current tax laws and poli-
cies of the state, and communication 
with the people has not been deep 
enough to remove ambiguity.

Udoh also found that the tax 
administration organ in relation 
to presumptive tax regime has not 
been properly fitted into the tax 
laws of the state and staff members 
are not yet trained in the use of the 
new system to avoid conflict with 
the taxpayers in the course of their 
duties.

Therefore, states would need to 
streamline their tax systems and 
formalise levies paid by artisans, 
market women and commercial bus 
operators at motor parks or those 
demanded on the threat of violence 
by the myriads of touts who waylay 
buses at every stop in major cities in 
Nigeria, especially in Lagos.

Carpenters at work ... the informal sector
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Vincent Ogbulafor, former national chairman, PDP

Residents want new AIG to douse tension over 
Boko Haram possible penetration into Kano

M
ost cri-
ses that 
r o c k 
p o l i t i -
cal par-

ties in the country, 
including that of the 
People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) have been 
blamed on non-adher-
ence and application of 
the concept of equity 
and justice by the party 
stakeholders.

Vincent Ogbulafor, 
former national chair-
man of the PDP, made 
the assertion in his coun-
try home, Itaja Obohia-
Olokoro in Umuahia 
South L.G.A. of Abia 
State, when he received 
in audience the lead-
ership of Okezuo Abia 
Organisation.

His words, “If the ma-
jor party stakeholders of 
the PDP had observed, 
respected and applied 
the concept of equity 

in the Presidential elec-
tion of 2011 which pro-
duced President Good-
luck Jonathan, the party 
wouldn’t have been in 
this present political pre-
dicament or quagmire”.

Ogbulafor empha-
sised on the need for poli-
ticians to adhere strictly 
to the rules, regulations 
and mutual agreements 
so as to ensure fairness, 
justice and political sta-
bility in the practice of 
democracy.

He commended Ok-
ezuo Abia Organisa-
tion for deeming it fit to 
embark on grassroots 
appreciation tour of lo-
cal governments of the 
state, for their efforts that 
culminated in the emer-
gence of Okezie Ikpeazu 
as the governor of the 
state in 2015 gubernato-
rial election, adding that 
he was a strong believer 
of power rotation.

He also appreciated 
Governor Ikpeazu whom 
he described as a product 
of equity, adding that his 

leadership was exem-
plary, particularly with 
the quality of road con-
struction in Umuahia 
and Aba.

Earlier, the Direc-
tor General of Okezuo 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Abia Organisation, John 
Nwangborogwu briefed 
the former party na-
tional chairman on the 
philosophy and prin-
ciples of the organisation 
which he said promote 

understanding, equity 
and justice.

Nwangborogwu stat-
ed that Okezuo Abia was 
open-minded, accom-
modating and believed 
in mutual relationship 
among the people, guid-
ed and propelled by the 
philosophy of equity and 
justice for good gover-
nance.

He recalled that Og-
bulafor was a hopeful 
governorship candidate 
in the state, along with 
Orji Uzor Kalu in 1999 
but that he harkened to 
the voice of reasoning 
to accept his fate when 
Kalu was declared gov-
ernor of the state.

“We are aware that 
shortly after the 1999 
governorship election 
of the state, you headed 
to the court but when 
major political stake-
holders from the state, 
approached you, you 
respected their views 
and sheathed the sword 
in the interest of peace 
and stability of the state”.

Ogbulafor blames PDP crisis on 
non-adherence to equity, justice

A
ssistant In-
spector Gen-
eral of Police 
(AIG) Corne-

lius Kayode Aderanti 
has resumed duty as the 
19th Assistant Inspec-
tor General of Police in 
charge of Zone 1, Kano 
command.

Before his redeploy-
ment, Aderanti was the 
AIG in charge of Zone 
2, Lagos and takes over 
from AIG Adamu Ibra-
him, who has since been 
redeployed to take over 
Zone 2, Lagos.

One of the topical se-
curity and policing is-
sues which the new AIG 
is expected to confront 
is the on-going specula-
tions among residents 
of Kano of a possible 
penetration into the 
state of members of the 
Boko-Haram terrorist 
group dislodged from 
the North East part of 
the country.

It has been a usual oc-
currence in the past for 
members of the Islamist 
group to plan attacks on 
particularly the Chris-
tian minority residential 
settlements in the met-

ropolitan district when 
preparations are on for 
the celebration of Easter 
or Christmas.      

Boko-Haram has not 
hidden its intention to 
focus its attacks on reli-
gious worship centres, 
such as Churches, and 
Mosques, as well as oth-
er soft targets used for 
relaxation like hotels, 
across the state.

Although the capac-
ity of the group to carry 
out coordinated attacks 
has been heavily de-
graded by the military, 
there is a common be-
lief among the residents 
that the group was still 
capable of launching at-
tacks on the state.  

In what seems to be 
preemptive measure to 
avert any possible at-

tack by the group on 
targets in the state, Gov-
ernor Umar Abdullahi 
Ganduje, last Monday 
10th of April, donated 
16 units of brand new 
operational vehicles to 
security agencies, to en-
hance visible patrol of 
the state.

Before the recent do-
nation of the new op-
erational vehicles, the 
security agencies had 
been complaining about 
their inability to carry 
out patrols due to lo-
gistic problems, which 
include break down of 
patrol vehicles, as well 
as inability to purchase 
fuel to operate the few 
operational vehicles that 
were still motor-able, in 
addition to inability to 
pay monthly stipends 
of operational personnel.             

Some personnel who 
spoke with BDSUNDAY 
said that since the begin-
ning of this year, money 
has not been made avail-
able by the Federal Gov-
ernment for counter 
insurgency operations, 
because of the prolonged 
delay in passing the 2017 
Budget.   

It was in its bid to scale 
up policing in the state 
that the leadership of 
the Nigeria Police has 

effected the transfer of 
a new AIG of police to 
take charge of the zone 
1 command which cov-
ers Kano, Jigawa, and 
Katsina states.

The new AIG Ade-
ranti, who was moved to 
the state from Lagos, said 
during an interaction 
with journalists,  that 
men of his new zonal 
command is scaling up 
partnership with JTF, 
and the local vigilante 
groups to unmask the 
identity of Boko-Haram 
suspects believed to be 
infiltrating the state.

Aderanti, who hails 
from Odo-Otin Local 
Government Area of 
Osun State, studied So-
ciology at the University 
of Ibadan after which he 
joined the Nigeria Police 
Force as a Cadet Assis-
tant Superintendent of 
Police in 1984.

His other previous 
postings include Deputy 
Defence Adviser (Police) 
Permanent Mission of 
Nigeria to the United 
Nations; Head Interpol 
Abuja; Director of Peace 
Keeping Operations, 
Force Headquarters, 
Abuja; CP Ports Author-
ity Police (PAP) Western 
Ports; CP Lagos Com-
mand amongst others.Cornelius Kayode Aderanti, Inspector General of Police (AIG) 

My defection 
to APC is 
for the 
good of my 
constituents 
– Omofaiye

A
dewale Vic-
tor Omofaiye, 
member repre-
senting Ijumu 

state constituency in 
Kogi State House of As-
sembly and one of the 
six members that defect-
ed from People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) to All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) recently, has said 
that his recent action of 
a abandoning PDP to join 
APC the ruling party is 
for the overall develop-
ment of the people he 
represents.

Omofaiye, who is also 
the House Committee 
chairman on Works and 
Housing, disclosed this 
in a statement issued 
to journalists in Lokoja 
after he joined five oth-
ers to defect to the rul-
ing APC on the floor 
of the state Assembly  
complex.

He said the decision 
was predicated on the 
lingering crisis that has 
engulfed the national 
leadership of PDP which 
has  en going on u a aged 
hinting that  the crisis 
has affected his perfor-
mance both on the floor 
of the house and his 
constituent in terms of 
ensuring that dividends 
of democracy gets to his 
people.

He said: “The linger-
ing crisis in People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
which in my humble 
opinion is a conse-
quence of personality 
clash, power tussle, di-
vergent views by lead-
ers on the operation of 
the party’s policy have 
impacted negatively on 
the performance of my 
duties as a legislator”,

The legislator also 
said that the pending 
crisis has impeded his 
quest to adequately 
equipped not only in 
concert with other 
members, to make laws 
for good governance 
in the state but also to 
attract appreciable de-
velopment to the good 
people of Ijumu state 
constituency in every 
sphere of life.

He stressed that his 
determination to remain 
relevant in mainstream 
politics in the state made 
him to cross carpet to 
the ruling party, noting 
that the singular action 
will equally enable him 
to deliver adequately 
and appropriately on the 
mandate given to him by 
his people.

VICtORIA NNAKIAIKe
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Security threat: APC wants Ayade 
to resign over deteriorating 
security challenges in Cross River

A
g a i n s t 
the back-
g r o u n d 
o f  s e c u -
rity threat 

in the state in which 
the Commissioner for 
Water Resources, Gabe 
Odu-Orji was recently 
kidnapped,  the Cross 
River State chapter of 
the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), has 
urged Governor Ben 
Ayade to resign.

A statement signed 
by John Ochala, the 
state chairman of APC, 
said: “Before the current 
administration of Sena-
tor Ben Ayade, Cross 
River was rated as the 
most peaceful state with 
Calabar the capital city, 
the most serene and 
peaceful city in Nigeria.

The Commissioner 
for Water Resources was 
abducted in a broad day-
light and nothing was 
said or heard about it for 
about 24 hours.

“This is coming after 
over 20 youths were 
killed a fortnight ago in a 
bloody cult rivalry war. 
Till today, the govern-
ment has neither made 
statement nor arrested 
the perpetrators. This 
has created room for the 
suspicion that govern-
ment officials are behind 
the ugly situation,” the 
opposition party in the 
state said.

According to the 
statement, “We are also 
aware that there are 
plans to assassinate, 
kidnap or attack some 
of our members during 
the upcoming Local 
Government elections. 
To achieve this, some 

MIKE ABANG Calabar “But just within 23 
months of this admin-
istration, Ayade has re-
turned the state to the 
unfortunate old days 
where killings, kidnap-
ping, armed robbery, 
among all manners of 
social vices were the 
order of the day”.

The statement further 
stated that just last year, 
“the number two man 
in the state, the Deputy 
Governor Evara Isu was 
unceremoniously held 
hostage for hours by mili-
tants. The governor was 
in Canada signing his 
ineffective MoUs when 
the Government House 
was under siege.

Again, the convoy 
of the deputy governor 
was attacked leaving 
one of the security of-
ficers attached to him 
dead; the government 
did nothing.”

overzealous govern-
ment officials are test-
running their plot with 
the unfortunate abduc-
tion of the Water Re-
sources Commissioner. 
We also are aware that 
the said Commissioner 
who was pronounced 
suspended last year 
have been at logger-
heads with the gov-
ernor. Whether this 
is a prelude to what 
would happen to APC 
members or not, Ayade 
is duty bound as the 
Chief Security Officer 
of the state to protect 
every single Cross Rive-
rian and their proper-
ties. But recent devel-
opments have shown 
that Ayade is grossly 
incompetent to pro-
tect lives and property. 
We therefore, demand 
Ayade’s urgent resigna-
tion.”

16-month-old Arthur needs 
N5m for heart surgery in India

A
rthur Moffat 
was diagnosed 
with an acya-
notic congeni-

tal heart defect at about 
5 months of age and all 
efforts by the parents 
to raise the sum of N5 
million required for 
the surgery has proved 
abortive.

They are now ap-
pealing to kind-hearted 
Nigerians for assistance 

to defray the cost of a 
surgical procedure in 
India which will correct 
the problem.

Details below:  
NaMe: 

VICTORIA MOFFAT

baNK:  ZENITH BANK

aCCoUNt:  2117844791

Contact details:  

08062423845
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Mercy enoch, Asaba

 Nyesom Wike

G
overnor Nye-
s o m  W i ke 
has assented 
to five Bills 
p a s s e d  b y 

the Rivers House of 
Assembly, dominated 
by the ruling people’s 
Democratic Party (PDP).

He signed the bills 
into law, noting that 
they are meant to fur-
ther good governance 
in the State, with a gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
economy of over $21 
billion.

The bil ls ,  which 
include: Rivers State 
Education (Return of 
Schools) Amendment 
Law Number 1 of 2017; 
Rivers State Honours 
Law Number 2 of 2017; 
Rivers State Reserve 
Fund (Rep eal)  Law 
Number 3 of 2017; Riv-
ers State University Law 
Number 4 of 2017, and 
Rivers State University 
Teaching Hospital Law 

Number 5 of 2017.
Speaking after giv-

ing his assent to the five 
bills, Governor Wike 
lauded the State House 
of Assembly for its com-
mitment to the rapid de-
velopment of the state. 

He said that the Re-
turn of Schools law was 
vital because it permits 
the State Government 
to intervene in Mis-
sion Schools already re-
turned to their owners. 
The governor said that 
the bill will help in the 
sustenance of the qual-
ity of education in Mis-
sion Schools returned by 
the State Government to 
their previous owners.

Meanwhile, Wike ex-
plained that the Rivers 
State Reserve Fund (Re-
peal) Law Number 3 of 
2017 became necessary, 
as the Law was no lon-
ger relevant, following 
what he described as the 
“financial recklessness 
of the immediate past 
APC [All progressives 
Congress] administra-

tion in the state.” 
According to him, 

the administration un-
der Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi (Oct. 2007 – 
May 2015), “refused to 
respect the law, as it 
indiscriminately with-
drew funds from the 
Reserve Fund meant for 
the future.”

Ben eGUZoZIe

Wike said: “Between 
February 12, 2014 and 
May 27, 2015, they (im-
mediate past APC ad-
ministration in the state) 
withdrew N53 billion 
from the fund without 
passing through due 
process. The State is to-
day suffering from the 
financial recklessness of 

that administration, as 
it squandered state re-
sources through illegal 
withdrawals.”

On the Rivers State 
University Law Num-
ber 4 of 2017, (which 
changed the name of 
Rivers State University 
of Science & Technol-
ogy – RSUST, to Rivers 
State University – RSU), 
the governor said, it 
was “done to avert the 
loss of accreditation of 
several courses by the 
University following 
recent regulations by 
the National Universi-
ties Commission (NUC).

RSUST was Nigeria’s 
first university of sci-
ence and technology, 
established in May 1980, 
to run mainly science, 
technology and mathe-
matical (STM) programs. 
Over time, non STM 
disciplines like Law, 
Mass Communication, 
Environmental Science, 
among others, were in-
troduced, apparently to 
broaden candidates in-

take of the state origin.
But recently, the 

Federal Government 
through the National 
Universities Commis-
sion directed all spe-
cialty institutions to 
go back to their fields; 
otherwise they should 
change their orientation 
(name).

The Majority Lead-
er of the Rivers State 
House of Assembly, 
Martin Amaewhule, 
while presenting the 
five bills to Governor 
Wike, said, the House of 
Assembly passed them 
because of their com-
mitment to the devel-
opment programmes of 
the state government. 

 The Speaker of the 
Rivers Assembly, Ikunyi 
Ibani, said the Assembly 
would always put up 
its best in the interest 
of the state, commend-
ing the governor for his 
outstanding achieve-
ments, which has been 
complemented by the 
State Assembly. 

Wike assents to five Bills 
passed by Rivers Assembly 

44 Stepreneurs in decoration and 
event management get starter packs

F
orty-four gradu-
ates of the Delta 
S t at e  G o ve r n -
ment’s Training 

and Entrepreneurship 
Programme (STEP) 2016 
Cycle, have received 
Starter Packs from the 
state government, on 
completion of their train-
ing in Decoration and 
Event Management.

STEP is one of the 
programmes in the job 
creation scheme initiat-
ed by Governor Ifeanyi 
Okowa’s administration 
with the aim of empower-
ing youths in the state to 
be self-employed and job 
creators.

Speaking in Asaba, 
Monday, April 11, while 
handing out the starter 
packs to the STEPrenuers, 
Governor Okowa charged 
the graduates to work 
hard to sustain their en-
terprises so as to become 
wealth and job creators 
to reduce unemployment 
in the state. The governor, 
who was represented by 
the Chief Job Creation Of-
ficer of the state, Eric Eboh, 
a professor, reiterated his 
commitment to tackling 
youth unemployment 
and youth restiveness in 
the state. He added that it 
was the responsibility of 
the state government to 

…throws out Amaechi’s reserve fund law

ensure that they are suc-
cessfully established after 
their three months train-
ing at different training 
centres across the state.

He said the programme 
was carefully designed 
and implemented to en-
sure that the beneficiaries 
succeed as STEPreneurs in 
order to drive and anchor 
the economic change in 
the state, stressing “What 
you are seeing here to-
day is not fake. It is an 
evidence of a government 
that fulfils its promise.  
Okowa recounted that a 
good number of the 2016 
Cycle STEPreneurs and 
YAGEPreneurs have been 
established. According to 
him, the 2016 Cycle of the 
job creation programme is 
at its second phase, which 
is distribution of starter 
packs to beneficiaries.

“The Delta State Job 
Creation Prosperity Train 
is moving; we are mak-
ing the distribution in 
batches; we have given 
out starter packs to STE-
Preneurs trained in Au-
dio-Visual Technology, 
POP and Tiling, Hairdress-
ing and Makeover and 
Interlocking and most 
YAGEPreneurs have been 
established in their irri-
gated tomato production, 
fish production and rice 
production in different 
farm clusters across the 
state.

PDP will take over Anambra 
come november - Sheriff
T

he Factional 
National Chair-
man of People’s 
D e m o c r a t i c 

Party (PDP), Senator 
Ali Modu-Sheriff has, 
promised to ensure that 
PDP under his leader-
ship regains Anambra 
come November this 
year.

He said that experi-
ence has shown that 
subsequent Governors 
of the state won because 
of the crisis in PDP in 
the state saying that the 
era of division in Anam-
bra PDP has gone and 
the party would work 
together and win the 
Anambra governorship 
seat.

Sheriff who spoke in 
Enugu while addressing 
a faction of PDP sup-
porters from Anambra 
state at Nike lake Re-
sort Hotels Enugu urged 
the party supporters to 
close ranks and work as 
a team to save the party 
from total collapsed in 
Anambra state and Ni-
geria.

He stated that now 
t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t 
N at i o n a l  E l e c t o ra l 

commission(INEC) has 
issued out time table for 
the elections and with 
the appeal court ruling 
recognising him as the 
authentic chairman of 
the party, he would use 
his experience to re-
turn Anambra as PDP 
state.

“Anambra is a PDP 
state. We are taking 
over the state this year. 
I am a grassroots politi-
cian you to win any 
election you have to get 
people from grassroots. 

Without the people 
from the grassroots, no 
party will win election.

Sherrif said that he 
had never failed any 
election.”I stated wining 
elections from coun-
cillorship to the top. It 
pains me that a state 
that was PDP state by 
omission or commis-
sion another party takes 
over the place.

The faction Chair-
man said that the meet-
ing resolved that the 
party would set up a 

reconciliation commit-
tee to resolve all issues 
affecting the party in 
the state, although he 
said the committee 
members would be an-
nounced later when he 
gets back to Abuja.

Sheriff who briefed 
journalists after the 
m e e t i n g  s a i d  t h at 
henceforth delegates 
elected from wards due 
based on due process 
must not be changed in 
the Wadata House.

Saying that from his 
knowledge the problem 
of the party in the state 
has been from Wadata 
House, assured that un-
der his watch nobody 
would be short changed.

“I think Anambra 
PDP must come togeth-
er as one and win the 
state for PDP in the com-
ing election. In cause 
of the discussions, the 
problem of Anambra 
misfortunes of PDP in 
Anambra is over the 
years.

However many PDP 
stakeholders in Anam-
bra did not attend the 
meeting except Chris 
Uba.Senator Ali Modu-Sheriff
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Oyo JNC commends Ajimobi 
on salaries payment

T
he Oyo State 
Public Ser-
v i c e  J o i n t 
Negotiating 
Council has 

commended Governor 
Abiola Ajimobi for the 
continuous payment of 
salaries and pensions in 
the state, saying that his 
leadership has no rival 
for opening the state 
to global influence and 
recognition in all areas.

The JNC made this 
commendation in an ap-
preciation letter sent to 
the governor and signed 
by its State Chairman 
and Secretary, Em-
manuel Ogundiran and 
Dupe Adewoye, respec-
tively.

The PSJNC noted 
that the continuous 
payment of salaries/

pensions especially 
offsetting two months 
consecutively for three 
months now was noth-
ing but a reflection of 
the Governor Ajimobi’s 
magnanimity, strong 
will, love and commit-
ment to the welfare of 
workers in the state.

The JNC said: “The 
leadership of the PSJNC 
and the entire workers 
in Oyo State are grate-
ful to Your Excellency 
for continuous pay-
ment of salaries and 
pensions in the State.  
We wish to acknowl-
edge, without reserva-
tion this continuous 
payment and we are, 
therefore, using this 
me dium to express 
our profound gratitude 
for keeping faith with 
workers in the State.”

“It is not arguable that 
your leadership has no 

rival for opening Oyo 
State to global influence 
and recognition in all 
areas that enhance the 
welfare of the people of 
the State. We pledge our 
total loyalty and sup-
port to your Excellency 
and your government,” 
the JNC added.

The JNC also con-
gratulated the Governor 
on the conferment of 
an honorary Doctorate 
Degree by the author-
ity of the University of 
Ado-Ekiti.

“We are happy that 
the authorities of the 
University correctly 
identified a man of im-
peccable integrity in the 
service of our nation 
and a man of multi-di-
mensional intellectual, 
spiritual, academic and 
moral capacity.  You 
have made us proud,” 
the JNC stressed.

L-R: Bolaji Okusaga, managing director, QuadrantMSL Group; Soji Ologbenla, managing director, Sales and 
Logistics, and Feyi  Olubodun, managing director, Insight Redefini,  during a courtesy visit to QuadrantMSL recently.

keLeCHi eWUZie

I
n its bid to advance 
the search for the 
next generation 
of talents in en-

tertainment sector of 
the economy, Minimie 
ChinChin sponsored 
‘A j e b o  U n l e a s h e d 
Campus Tour’ to en-
gage youths across the 
various campuses in 
Nigeria.

Aderoba Adetunji, 
M i n i m i e  C h i n c h i n 
Area Marketing man-
ager, while speaking 
on the pro duct en-
gagement in Lead City 
University, Ibadan ex-
plained that the brand 
is a fun and youthful 
brand and is ready to 
partner organisers of 
activities that are ca-
pable of encouraging 
and engaging young 
talents within and 
outside campuses.

Adetunji disclosed 
that the brand is deter-
mined to dish out high 
quality and clean enter-
tainments to students 
in order to break the 
tediousness on campus 
and add fun to their 
everyday academic ac-

tivities.
“We are pushing for 

excitement in place of 
the doldrums and social 
vices experienced by 
youths during their ac-
ademic years through 
creative thinking using 
the most universal and 
accepted platform – 
Entertainment. We be-
lieve in the spirit vision 
and method of Ajebo. 
Entertainment is the 
best way to talk to the 
youths of this country 
and we are proud to be 
part of this initiative,” 
Adetunji said.

Relishing the success 
of the show, comedian 
and On-Air-Personal-
ity, Emeka Erem, aka 
Ajebo revealed that 
the aim of the tour is to 
give back to the youths 
and encourage them 
to harness their entre-
preneurial talents by 
building a creative en-
tertainment mind-set.

“As an entertainer, 
I can stand here today 
to tell you that with the 
entertainment indus-
try brewing from our 
campuses, we need to 
push for the synergy 
between academics 
and entertainment as it 

Firm targets development of 
enterprising talents through 
product engagement

is the source of creative 
fun which can break 
the boredom of any 
professions,” he said.

The entertainment 
train led by one of Nige-
ria’s most entertaining 
comedians, “Ajebo D 
comedian” and his team 
stormed Lead City Uni-
versity Ibadan to round 
off the first quarter of 
the campus tour.

Lead City Univer-
sity students experi-
enced a fun filled night 
powered by Minimie 
ChinChin as comedy, 
music concert; talent 
hunts as well as mes-
sage of hope, entre-
preneurship and in-
spiration were dished 
out to the students 
by great acts such as: 
Elenu, Acapella, Pencil, 
Kenny Blaq, and MC 
Shakara.

The highlight of the 
show was the open mic 
challenge competition 
where Anyasi Devine 
aka D-Vine was chosen 
by the audience and 
rewarded with the sum 
of N100,000 by Aje-
bo - courtesy Minimie 
ChinChin. The other 
contestants went home 
with consolation prizes.

modestUs AnAesoronye

T
o hedge against 
current reces-
sion and future 
economic chal-

lenges, the German gov-
ernment has charged 
Nigeria build and invest 
in vocational skills devel-
opment, especially among 
youths.

Marc Lucassen, head, 
Delegation of German In-
dustry and Commerce in 
Nigeria making emphasis 
on need for vocational 
skills charged Nigeria to 
learn from the German 
Government who does 
not have crude oil and not 
that rich in agricultural 
resources but had been 
able to boost her GDP and 
reduce unemployment 
to the lowest through 
Dual vocational Training 
(DVT).

For the Government 
to achieve speed in inte-
grating DVT in the fight 
against recession, he 
called for collaboration 
with the Federal Gov-
ernment by the private 
sector, stressing that DVT 
is better driven with pub-
lic-private partnership 
initiative.

Lucassen spoke along-
side other experts dur-
ing the graduation cer-
emony of the first batch 
of apprentices in Office 
Administration Profes-
sion in Ogun State of the 
ongoingGerman Dual 
Vocational Training Part-

nership withNigeria (G-
DVTPW-N).

Ke h i n d e  S t e p h e n 
Awoyele, G-DVTPW-N 
programme Coordinator, 
said this is an initiative 
of Federal Republic of 
Germany and is geared 
towards rising the em-
ployability bar of Nige-
rian youths and reducing 
poverty in the country. 
It is financed by the Ger-
man Federal Ministry 
for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development 
(BMZ) and conducted by 
sequagGmbH. It’s steered 
by the CCI Giessen-Fried-
berg as the German proj-
ect partner.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
relevance of the DVT 
partnership to the ongo-
ing Economic Recovery 
Plan and Growth of the 
Federal Government, 
Ogun State Governor, 
IbikunleAmosun, was of 
the view that vocational 
training builds skills de-
velopment necessary 
for efficiency and pro-
ductivity in any given 
country and raises the 
bar of employment and 
entrepreneurship.

Amosun who was rep-
resented at the occasion 
by Ogun State Commis-
sioner for Commerce, 
Otunba Bimbo Asiru, was 
of the conclusion that if 
well harnessed with all 
the necessary collabo-
ration from the private 
sector, DVT would ef-
fectively check the rise 
of unemployment and 

German Government, Chambers make case 
for vocational training to hedge recession

contribute meaningfully 
to economic growth in 
Nigeria.

Alaba Lawson, deputy 
chairman, Nigerian As-
sociation of Chambers 
of Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture 
(NACCIMA),   described 
DVT as a missing link in 
economy development 
in Nigeria.

While making case for 
importance of DVT, she 
called for revival of tech-
nical colleges, especially 
in the state.

She was of the opinion 
that such move would en-
sure youths have gainful 
employment and as well 
discourage unnecessary 
craving for “collar job” 
among them.

Speaking in the same 
vein, the president, Ogun 
State Council of Chambers 
of Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture 
(OGUNCCIMA), Adesola 
Adebutu, remarked that, 
“It has been proved that 
vocational and technical 
education training is vital 
for the sustainable eco-
nomic development, be-
cause it combines theory 
and practice, hence the 
need for all to embrace it.”

Commenting on the 
effect of the programme 
so far, Adebutu, stated 
that, “The German Dual 
Vocational Training pro-
gramme has provided 
opportunity for unem-
ployed youth to learn ad-
equate vocational skills in 
order to become engaged.”
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Tukur Burutai

Mandela Washington Fellow Trains 60 
VVF survivors on entrepreneurial skills

A 
s p e c i a l 
b o a r d  o f 
inquiry set 
up by the 
C h i e f  o f 

Army Staff, Tukur Buru-
tai, a lieutenant-general, 
to investigate allegations 
of human right abuses, 
leveled against its per-
sonnel, in the South-East 
zone of the country has 
commenced work.

The nine-man board 
of inquiry-led by Ahmed 
Tijani Jibrin, a retired 
major-general, was in 
Aba last Thursday to 
meet with the state gov-
ernment, Army, Police, 
State Security Service 
(SSS) and the principal 
of National High School, 
Aba, where the incident 
occurred.

He also stated that 
the board was ready to 
listen to the Indigenous 
People of Biafra (IPOB), if 
they come forward and 
promised to grant them 
fair hearing.

Some human right 
groups alleged that Army 
personnel on internal 
security operations in 
Aba, on February 9, 2016, 
killed 10 members of 
IPOB, who assembled 
at the National High 
School, Aba and their 

bodies taken away from 
the city and buried at 
a shallow grave, along 
Aba-Port Harcourt Ex-
pressway.   

The special board of 
inquiry was set up by 
the Army chief to inves-
tigate all cases of human 
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right violation brought 
against the personnel 
of the Nigerian Army in 
the course of their opera-
tions in the North-East 
against the insurgents 
and the internal security 
operations in the South-
East.

According to Jibrin, 
“we are here in Abia 
State, principally to talk 
with the government 
of the state, to hear 
from them, their view 
on what happened on 
February 9, 2016, par-
ticularly at the National 
High School, Aba, where 
it was alleged that some 
IPOB members were 
killed by the Army, 
when their gathering 
turned violent and their 
bodies carried out of Aba 
and buried in a shallow 
grave along Aba-Port 
Harcourt Expressway.

“We are here to find 
out the truth. We have 
gone to the state gov-
ernment to discuss with 
them and we are here in 
Aba to talk to the people, 

Army begins investigation of allegation 
of human rights abuses in South-East

A 
2016 Mande-
la Washing-
ton Fellow, 
C h i d i n m a 

Mbanasor, recently 
concluded a series of 
vocational rehabili-
tation and economic 
emp owerment pro-
gramme for 60 Vesico-
Vaginal Fistula (VVF) 
survivors in Abakaliki, 
Ebonyi State.

The training session, 
which spanned over a 
period of 7 days was, 
targeted at the socio-
economic reintegra-
tion of women who 
have undergone fis-
tula repair surgeries, 
especially those whose 
husbands abandoned 
them as a result of their 
medical condition.

Mbanasor, a mid-
wife and reproductive 
health provider said: 
“The majority of these 
VVF survivors are 
peasants, petty trad-
ers, and housewives 
who have difficulty 
supporting themselves 
let alone their families. 
The situation becomes 
even more c ompli-
cated when they are 

abandoned by their 
husbands and family 
members.”

“Equipping women 
who have undergone 
fistula repair with self-
sustaining skills can 
strengthen their capac-
ity to care for them-
selves with a view to 
helping them reclaim 
their lives and return 
to their communities 
with pride and inde-
pendence after treat-
ment,” she further said. 

Darcy Zotter, public 
affairs officer, United 
States Consulate Gen-
eral in Lagos, lauded 
Mbanasor’s advocacy 
for women and young 
girls, particularly survi-
vors of obstetric fistula.

“Untreated fistula 
can have a devastating 

impact on women’s lives 
due to a whole range of 
physical, psychologi-
cal, and socio-economic 
consequences. We ap-
plaud Chidinma Mban-
asor’s renewed focus 
on Vesico-Vaginal Fis-
tula survivors and for 
taking the bold step of 
providing support for 
them,” Zotter said.

Participants attend-
ed sessions on skills ac-
quisition and entrepre-
neurship, hygiene, and 
reproductive health at 
the training held at the 
National Obstetric Fis-
tula Centre, Abakaliki, 
Ebonyi State. 

They were also em-
p owere d with fre e 
start-off packages in 
their chosen areas of 
interest. 
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who witnessed the in-
cident and soldiers that 
conducted the operation.”

On whether they 
would also talk to IPOB, 
he said: “Well, if they 
want to see us, we are 
ready to engage them, 
but we are not going to 
look for them, because 
they did not complain. 
They were not the ones 
that complained. It is 
human right groups that 
wrote to the Army and 
this committee was set 
up, based on allegations 
from the human right 
groups”.

J ibrin explaine d 
that the findings of the 
committee would be re-
leased to the public after 
its interaction with all 
actors to the issues.

“We can’t disclose our 
findings now, because 
we have to talk to ev-
erybody that matters, 
we have spoken with 
government officials, 
soldiers, we are going to 
talk with the police, SSS 
and we are hoping to see 

the principal of National 
High School, Aba and by 
the time we compare our 
notes on all these inter-
views, we will be able 
to have more objective 
finding”.

Before coming to 
Abia, the board visited 
Onitsha and Nkpo in 
Anambra State.

Other members of 
the committee are Paul 
Izukanne rtd, a colonel, 
member, Dadan Garba, 
a rtd brigadier, member, 
Olawole Fapohunda, 
former attorney general 
and commissioner for 
Justice, Ekiti State, Tony 
Ojukwu, a director at the 
National Human Right 
Commission, brigadier 
Tunji Olayinka, a briga-
dier and serving Army 
personnel, Mahmud 
Wambai, a colonel, Colo-
nel Lawal Mohammed, 
also a colonel and Chuk-
wuemeka Akaliro, a 
lieutenant colonel from 
Army Headquarters, 
who is serving, as the 
secretary of the board.

Cast of Professor Johnbull 
challenge multiple taxation

T
he new episode 
of the weekly 
TV Drama Se-
ries, Professor 

Johnbull, sponsored 
by Globacom, is chal-
lenging the propriety 
or otherwise of the age-
old problem of multiple 
taxation in the business 
environment.

The fresh episode, 
aptly entitled “Tax and 
Revenue”, according to 
its sponsor, Globacom 
“is meant to draw the 
attention of the authori-
ties to the challenges 
entrepreneurs face in 
the hands of the multiple 
Task Forces set up by the 
various governments to 
collect taxes, revenues 
and rates.”

Globacom said fur-
ther in a statement: 
“it is a fact that some 
businesses are closing 
down, while many oth-
ers are struggling under 
the weight of multiple 
taxation. There are dif-
ferent Task Forces ev-
erywhere and many 
of them cash in on rev-
enue drive by govern-
ments to exploit the 
people. The result is 
that Small and Medium 
Scale businesses are go-
ing down. The purpose 
of Tax and Revenue is 

to draw the attention 
of the authorities to the 
imminent crisis that 
may plague the econ-
omy if not addressed”.

The episode features 
Nollywood diva, Pa-
tience Ozokwor, popu-
larly known as Mama G, 
who is making a second 
cameo appearance in the 
popular series.

Tax and Revenue will 
also feature the regular 
stars, including the pro-
tagonist, Professor John-
bull (Kanayo O. Kanayo), 
Elizabeth (Queen Nwo-
koye), Olaniyi (Yomi 

Fash-Lanso), Mai Doya 
(Funky Mallam), Etuk 
(Imeh Bishop), Jumoke 
(Bidemi Kosoko), Flash 
(Stephen Odimgbe) and 
Abadnego (Martins 
Nebo).

Globacom said the 
episode is an elucida-
tion on what constitutes 
multiple taxation; what 
citizens are expected to 
do when confronted by 
task forces on revenue 
and what rights the citi-
zen have as well as their 
obligations to the state in 
terms of taxes, rates and 
revenues.
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Whistle blowers, bedroom vaults 
and conspiracy theories    
ISAAC ANYAOGU

Sunday 16  April 2017
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T
he dizzying sums of money 
being discovered in private 
residenc es and business 
premises in recent times have 
been attributed to the success 

of the government’s whistle-blower 
policy spawning different theories 
about the timing, personalities involved 
and a distraction to other issues.

In a country where people have been 
suspected of coup attempts for remarks 
made at beer parlours and where pri-
vate conversations of senior govern-
ment officials are routinely leaked, the 
lines between the official and the street 
is often blurry.

An analysis of the views of Nigerians 
on social media indicate mixed reac-
tions over the development question 
the timing of these discoveries not long 
after lawmakers rejected Ibrahim Magu 
as substantive chairman of the EFCC 
and the Federal Government insistence 
that he can serve in an acting capacity.

The EFCC Twitter account has been 
actively defending the organisation 
matching its traducers wit for wit in 
a battle to convince the majority of 
Nigerians of the sincerity of the organ-
isation’s actions.

Adesuwa Jerry, on Twitter asked, 
“The large sum of money found in 
people’s homes that being seized, what 
are used for afterwards?”

Shortly afterwards a reply came 
from the official EFCC Twitter handle, 
“They are marked as exhibits. When 
the courts issue a final forfeiture order, 
the monies are paid to the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund of the Federal Govern-
ment.”

The conspiracy theories notwith-
standing, many say the absence of a 
legal framework for the protection of 
persons making the disclosures in line 
with the whistle blower policy is a 
critical issue requiring speedy legisla-
tive action.

Beyond just the media hoopla and 
large swathes of the masses foaming 
in the mouth over these discoveries, 
the risk for those blowing the whistle 
is heightened in the absence of a legal 
framework to guarantee their protec-
tion.

Worse still, EFCC’s atrocious pros-
ecutorial record in recent times does 
not bode well for the chances of actu-
ally recovering these monies, suspected 
to be proceeds of corruption.

Mike Ozekhome, legal practitioner 
has said that the whistle blowing was 
a good idea but warned that the policy 
must be implemented with caution to 
ensure that the blowers were not made 
the victims of the policy.

Ozekhome said that the absence of 
legal mechanisms to protect whistle-
blowers from retaliation by the accused 
persons counts against the scheme.

“For example, if somebody is award-
ed N50 million for whistle blowing and 
the people in the system leak the infor-
mation to the accused person, then the 
blower is in danger.

“Even if it is 20 years later if the per-

son is still alive, the day he realised that 
you were the one that blew the whistle 
that led to his problem, he will go after 
you for revenge. “It is therefore a very 
dangerous double edge sward that must 
be handled carefully.’’

Sponsored by Biodum Olujinmi (PDP, 
Ekiti) the senate, the bills seeking to 
protect persons making disclosure for 
public interest (Whistle blowers) to be 
protected from the knowledge or ag-
gression of the accused was has been 
marooned in the national assembly 
since for over a year.

Chances of a quick passage of the bill 
cannot be guaranteed as a result of the 
current face-off between the execu-
tive and the legislature recently borne 
out of the refusal of the lawmakers to 
confirm, Ibrahim Magu as substantive 
EFCC chairman.

“The national assembly is key to the 
success of any party politics as well as 
the government. This is so because of 
their closeness to the grass roots and 
their direct interaction with the masses. 
Losing that all important institution 
has been a source of worry for the 
party (APC),” Shaka Oyaregba, a logistics 
support service provider and portfolio 
management expert tells BDSUNDAY 
about the need to resolve the feud.

Delivering results
In  December 2016, the Federal Gov-

ernment launched a whistleblower 
policy where a person is expected to 
provide information on matters relating 
to mismanagement or misappropriation 
of public funds and assets (for example 
property and vehicles); financial mal-
practice or fraud; collecting/soliciting 
bribes; corruption; diversion of rev-
enues; fraudulent and unapproved 
payments; splitting of contracts and 
procurement fraud (kickbacks and 
over-invoicing etc.).

A whistleblower can submit infor-
mation through an online portal on the 

ministry of finance website by email or 
by phone.

“If there is a voluntary return of 
stolen or concealed public funds or as-
sets on the account of the information 
provided, the whistleblower may be 
entitled to anywhere between 2.5 per 
cent (minimum) and 5.0 per cent (maxi-
mum) of the total amount recovered,” 
said Kemi Adeosun during the launch 
of the policy.

Two months later, Lai Mohammed, 
Minister of Information and Culture, 
said that government’s Whistle-blower 
policy has started yielding result lead-
ing to the recovery of US$151 million 
and 8 billion Naira in looted funds. Last 
month, the Federal Government said 
2,251 cases have been reported.

“ T h e  b i g g e s t  a m o u n t  o f 
$136,676,600.51 was recovered from an 
account in a commercial bank, where 
the money was kept under an appar-
ently fake account name, followed by 
7 billion Naira and $15 million from 
another person and N1 billion from yet 
another,” said Mohammed.

Mohammed’s disclosure does not even 
take into account recoveries made when 
operatives of the anticorruption agency 
swooped on a building belonging to An-
drew Yakubu, a former group managing 
director of the Nigerian National Petro-
leum Corporation (NNPC), in Kaduna and 
found the sum of $9,772,800 and another 
sum of £74,000 cash locked in fireproof 
cabinet on February 3.

On April 7, the EFCC uncovered 
a large sum of suspected laundered 
money in a shop at LEGICO Shopping 
Plaza, Ahmadu Bello Way, Victoria Is-
land, Lagos. The money was stashed in 
several Ghana Must Go bags and were 
in N500 and N1000 denominations, 
hidden in a shop awaiting conversion 
into foreign currency.

Officials of the agency said the mon-
ey was N448,850,000  which they could 

recover relying on information pro-
vided by a concerned whistleblower.

On April 11, the EFCC said a tip-off 
by a whistle blower led to another dis-
covery of a staggering sum of N4billion 
suspected to be proceeds of crime.

Investigations as to the owner of the 
funds revealed that the money belongs 
to a former deputy governorship candi-
date in Niger State. The suspect was said 
to use the names of two companies– Ka-
tah Property & Investment Limited and 
Sadiq Air Travel Agency- in laundering 
the funds.

Each of the company has N2billion 
fixed in its deposit account domiciled 
in Guaranty Trust Bank. The suspected 
owner of the account and the account 
officer are currently on the run, claims 
the EFCC.

The most recent in the series is 
the recovery of $43.4m, £27,800 and 
N23.2m at the 7th floor of a four-
bedroom apartment at Osborne Towers 
located at 16 Osborne Road, Ikoyi, Lagos.

The popular talk on the street is that 
the whistle blowers in the above recov-
eries would be smiling to the banks as 
millions are up for grabs. But the process 
of rewarding a whistle blower is a tad 
more complicated.

Information provided by the whis-
tle-blower are reviewed and analysed 
to determine whether or not to open an 
investigation on the matter.

The whistle-blower gets a financial 
reward if there is a voluntary return of 
stolen or concealed public funds or as-
sets on the account of the information 
provided. The information must be one 
the government did not already have 
and could not otherwise be obtained 
from any other publicly available 
source to the government.

In the case of false or misleading in-
formation, the whistle blower may be 
subjected to investigation and possible 
prosecution.
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How ‘stubbornness’ can help FG achieve 
its economic plan - Experts

S
takeholders at the second edition 
of the Bullion Lecture organised 
by Centre for Financial Journalism 
in Lagos have said that the Federal 
Government needed to adopt ‘stub-

bornness’ as a policy, to achieve its economic 
plan, particularly the Economic Recovery 
and Growth Plan rolled out recently by the 
Muhammadu Buhari administration.

The views were set off by the lead paper 
presented at the event by Professor Olu 
Ajakaiye, executive chairman, African 
Centre for Shared Development Capacity 
Building (ACSDCB), Ibadan.

In his lecture titled, ‘Nigeria’s Economic 
Recovery and Growth Plan: Options for Low 
Cost Financing of the Programmes’, Profes-
sor Ajakaiye, who was jocularly referred to, 
by the Master of Ceremony, Ken Ugbechie, 
as “the grandpa of professors”, highlighted 
efforts by successive administrations at 
economic recovery and growth.

The erudite professor noted that Section 
16 (2a) of the 1999 Constitution (as amended) 
empowers government to take necessary 
actions towards economic growth.

The state shall direct its policy toward 
ensuring the promotion of a planned and 
balanced economic development, the Con-
stitution stated.

The lecturer however, lamented that all 
the efforts in the past amounted to a pipe 
dream as they were not implemented “pri-
marily because they lacked well-considered 
government investment programmes 
necessary for strong plan-budget link. As 
a result, the capital budgets of the Federal 
Government could not be linked with a 
non-existent government investment 
programme of the plans- a case of putting 
something on nothing”.

Expressing the optimism that the re-
cently launched Economic Recovery and 
Growth Plan (ERGP) would not go the way 
of others before it, the Professor said: “There 
are indications that the recently launched 
ERGP- 2017-2020 will be accompanied by 
a Federal Government investment pro-
grammes, raising the prospects of a strong 
plan-budget link, a pre-requisite for an 
orderly effective and efficient plan imple-
mentation. It is hoped that the state govern-
ments as well as private sector operators 
will be guided by the Federal Government 
Investment Programme (FGIP) of the plan 
in their investment plans.”

Warning government against plunging 
the country into a fresh round of slavery by 
way of external debt in an effort to finance 
the project, Ajakaiye, who currently serves 
on the Economic Advisory Group of the Fed-
eral Government, said: “It is also important 
for the government to be mindful of the 
dangers of another round of external debt 
overhang in the future”.

Spelling out the options for low-cost 
financing of the programmes, he stressed 
the need to broaden the tax base and im-
prove the tax administration capacity and 
processes in order to mobilise additional 
non-oil revenue to support the various pro-
grammes and activities aimed at structural 
transformation of the economy envisaged 
in the ERGP.

According to him, the Federal Govern-
ment should consider using the stock 
market to privatise commercially viable 
national assets.

He said: “Government should list all of 
its commercial enterprises on the stock 
exchange (SE). This way, government port-

folio can be divested to the general public, 
including foreign investors and avoid the 
controversial and sometimes questionable 
privatisation arrangements. In that case, 
government divestment can be instru-
mental in mobilising financial resources 
to support worthy development activities, 
including infrastructure projects.”

“Clearly, the major attraction for Nigeria 
is the oil industry making it imperative to 
ensure peace and stability in Niger Delta 
region if the projected annual foreign direct 
investment flow of around N970 billion is 
to be realised,” he said.

He emphasised that Nigeria is experienc-
ing stagflation, which is marked by high infla-
tion, low employment and negative growth, 
which makes it necessary for government to 
pursue low cost measures to financing the 
multi-trillion naira investments envisaged 
in the ERGP.

Biodun Adedipe, founder of B.Adedipe 
Associates Limited, and a lead discussant at 
the event, disagreed with the assumption that 
there had not been plans in Nigeria, saying, 
“There are statements that we have not had 
plans in Nigeria, but there have always been 
plans, but the problem have always been lack 

of execution, and inconsistency.”
Urging the Federal Government to be 

“stubborn” to outside influence that could 
derail the plan, Adedipe, who holds a PhD in 
Economics with specialisation in Corporate 
Finance, said: “There are many people outside 
the country that could stand against some of 
our plans, but we must be stubborn to achieve 
our aim.”

Citing instances of some countries that 
rejected some so-called expert advice of some 
global financial institutions and went ahead 
with their plans which launched them into an 
enviable position they occupy today, he noted 
that Nigeria’s penchant for swallowing hook, 
line and sinker outsiders’ advice has done the 
country more harm than good.

“If we are persuaded that we must pursue 
a policy, no matter whatever anybody outside 
the country says, we must not lose sight of that 
policy,” he further said.

Amplifying the point made by Ambas-
sador Stanislas Kamanzi, Rwandan High 
Commissioner to Nigeria, who was a special 
guest at the event, on the role microfinance 
banks play in the economy of his country, 
Adedipe said: “We started microfinance in 
2005, how well are we doing in that? But 

we must look at what Rwanda did with 
microfinance. The Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) can look at it with a view to review-
ing the framework of microfinance banks 
and also learn from the Rwandan model 
on how the Nigerian MFBs could play a 
developmental role.”

Ibim Semenitari, a former acting manag-
ing director of the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) and CEO/publisher of 
The Business Eye (Business news magazine), 
who was also a discussant, urged govern-
ment to be consistent in the implementation 
of the programmes.

Semenitari challenged players in the 
private sector to show interest by identify-
ing with government programmes and the 
need for them to see themselves as partners 
in progress with government.

Listing some factors that could aid the 
realisation of government’s programmes, 
she said: “There must be transparency on 
the part of government and all its agencies; 
the elite must show interest to the point of 
insisting that the right things must be done; 
there must be a justice sector that guaran-
tees transparency and fairness; there must 
be strong institutions that guarantee the 
actualisation of the plans, and matter of se-
curity is something we cannot wish away.”

Uju Ogubunka, CEO, Corporate Skills 
Bridge Ltd, who stood in for the chairman 
of the day, Kyari Bukar, chairman of the 
day, pointed out that there is the need for 
sustainability of the programmes “after 
recovering and achieving growth.”

According to him, “Even if all the growth 
had been achieved, and there is no sustain-
ability, it would amount to nothing. It is good 
that government has become more serious 
with planning, we must also put necessary 
things in place to sustain whatever growth 
that would be achieved.”

Funke Egbemode, president of Nigerian 
Guild of Editors, in her goodwill message, 
urged government to ensure that the ERGP 
would not go the way of others before it. She 
noted that proper planning had always be-
ing the problem of Nigerian governments.

“It is believed that our past has always 
been better than where we are today. What 
it means is that we never make (proper) plans 
for tomorrow. Lack of (proper) planning has 
kept us down for years,” Egbemode said.

ZEBULON AGOMUO

Tedros Ghebreyesus
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 L-R: Olu Ajakaiye, a professor and executive chairman,  African Centre for Shared Development, Ibadan; Ambassador Stanislas Kamanzi, 
Rwandan High Commissioner to Nigeria and Uju Ogubunka, CEO, Corporate Skills Bridge Ltd at the event.  

L-R: Ibim Semenitari, a former acting managing director of the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) and publisher of The Business Eye Magazine; Ted Iwere, managing 
director, Independent Newspaper, and Ray Echebiri, CEO,  Centre for Financial Journalism 
(organisers of the event), at the event.



What happens to Kaduna Airport after April 19?

I
t is with excitement 
and high expectation 
t h at  d o m e s t i c  a n d 
international airline 
operators welcomed 

the announcement of the 
return to the Abuja Airport 
after six weeks of shutting 
down the Nnamdi Aziki-
we International Airport, 
Abuja and making Kaduna 
Airport alternate airport 
for diversion of flights.

Fo r  s i x  w e e k s ,  f r o m 
March 8, 2017, the Abuja 
Airport has been shut down 
in a bid to rehabilitate its 
runway, which became a 
safety issue as important 
infrastructure in the airport 
had decayed badly.

During these six weeks, 
Kaduna Airp ort exp eri-
enced a flurry of activities, 
all domestic airlines and 
few foreign airl ines re-
scheduled their operations 
to Kaduna to cater for the 
influx of passengers.

The airport, which usu-
ally receives local flights of 
not more than a hundred 
passengers a day, sprang 
to life automatically and 
within a space of 11days, 
the Kaduna airport broke a 
record in passenger traffic.

According to data sub-
mitted to the Presidency 
by the Federal Government 
Coordinating Committee 
overs e eing the manage-
ment of the Airport repair, 
closure and relocation, more 
than 43,000 pass engers 
pass e d through the Ka-
duna Airport, more than 
the 41,000 passengers it 
recorded in the entire first 
quarter of 2015, and the 
21,000 in the first quarter 
of 2016.

Also, during this period, 
about 10,000 passengers 
took advantage of the free 
Bus Shuttle organised by 
the Federal Government 
to transp ort  pass engers 
b etwe en the Abuja and 
Kaduna Airports.

The car park was unusu-
ally filled to capacity mak-
ing some drivers park their 
vehicles on the curbs.

The upgrade of Kadu-
na Airport cost the Fed-
eral  Government ab out 
N1.1billion. Giving a break-
down of the cost, Hadi Siri-
ka, minister of State for Avi-
ation, disclosed that Nige-

rian Railways Corporation 
would get N100.3million, 
Federal Road Safety Com-
mission, FRSC, N237.2 mil-
lion, and the Police, N358.5 
million.

Sirika added that Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps, NSCDC, would re-
ceive N325 million for its 
role in the operations.

The Nigerian Airspace 

13

Feature
Sunday 16 April 2017 SUNDAYBD C002D5556

IFEOMA OKEKE

control tower already in use and 
new generating sets was installed 
to provide secondary power sup-
ply to the navigational aids and 
cooling system was also installed.

Other facilities provided at the 
Kaduna Airport include a low 
level wind shear alerting system, 
a Performance Based Navigation 
(PBN) procedures for satellite-
based navigation capability.

I n  t h e  a re a  o f  p e r s o n n e l , 
various categories of person-
nel have been deployed to the 
airport to complement avail-
a b l e  m a n p o w e r  i n  K a d u n a 
t h ro u g h o ut  t h e  d u rat i o n  o f 
t h e  A b u j a  A i r p o r t  c l o s u r e . 
Some of  them include Aero-
nautical Information Services 
( A I S ) ,  C o m mu n i c at i o n s ,  A i r 
Traffic Control and Engineer-
ing officers.

The quality of service on of-
fer on the Abuja-Kaduna rail 
network has won over business 
executives, traders and govern-
ment officials, many of whom 
were initially skeptical but are 

M a n a g e m e n t  A g e n c y, 
(NAMA) had upgraded the 
navigational facilities at 
the Kaduna Airport, ahead 
of the closure of Nnamdi 
Azikiwe International Air-
port, Abuja, for repairs on 
the runway.

M a t h e w  P w a j o ,  t h e 
NAMA general manager, 
Safety Management Sys-
tems/Quality Assurance, 
explained that the upgrade 
was to absorb the increased 
volume of traffic to be di-
verted from Abuja to Ka-
duna Airport.

The agency had deployed 
both equipment and per-
sonnel to strategic areas of 
need and installed a digital 
Instrument Landing System 
(ILS) at the Kaduna airport 
to ensure seamless flow of 
traffic at the airport during 
the six-week period.

A mobile control tower 
was also deployed to the 
airport to support the old 

The quality of service on offer on 
the Abuja-Kaduna rail network has 

won over business executives, 
traders and government officials, 

many of whom were initially 
skeptical but are now showing a 

preference for the train, as against 
travelling the route by road
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now showing a preference for 
the train, as against travelling 
the route by road.

beginning to worry that 
with the reopening of the 
second busiest airport in In the area of personnel, various categories 

of personnel have been deployed to the 
airport to complement available manpower 
in Kaduna throughout the duration of the 

Abuja Airport closure. Some of them include 
Aeronautical Information Services (AIS), 
Communications, Air Traffic Control and 

Engineering officers

have started selling tickets 
to Abuja as a destination, 
preparatory to commence-
ment of flight to the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT).

Sirika had expressed op-
timism that the on-going 
work on the airport’s run-
way would be completed 
as scheduled. Specifically, 
the minister offered to re-
sign if the airport was not 
re-opened on April 19. This 
was said to have given the 
airl ines and pass engers 
confidence as booking for 
Abuja Airport kicked off 
almost immediately.

Repair work on the Abuja 
Airp ort runway proje ct, 
according to the minister 
was already over 90percent 
completed and the contrac-
tors had given firm assur-
ance that the April 19th 
deadline is sacrosanct.

BDSUNDAY’s findings 
show that since last week, 
there has been increasing 
demand from travellers 
for Abuja as a destination. 
In fact, bookings for the 
Federal Capital Territory, 
obtained by BDSUNDAY 
showed high demand for 
Abuja flights.

Kingsley Ezenwa, spokes-
man for Dana Air, said that 
the airline started selling 
ticket to Abuja after the 
minister’s declaration that 
the airport would reopen 
as scheduled.

“We have started sell-
ing tickets for Abuja. We 
started receiving booking 
demands for Abuja and we 
have started selling; start-
ing from April 20, a day af-
ter the reopening date. We 
are hoping that government 
would fulfill their promise 
and reopen the airport on 
19th,” he said.

Also some international 
airlines have started selling 
tickets and have notified 
their Abuja staff currently 
on leave on their resump-

tion date.
Kingsley Nwokoma, pres-

ident of foreign airlines 
association in Nigeria, con-
firmed that foreign airlines 
have opened booking for 
tickets and cargo flights to 
Abuja have already been 
booked by some carriers.

Within a spac e of six 
weeks, no doubt, several 
businesses have benefitted 
immensely from the diver-
sion of flight some of which 
include the domestic air-
lines who received influx 
of passengers from foreign 
airlines who rejected going 
to Kaduna.

The train service also had 
its fair share as not less than 
6,000 air travellers tested 
the 186.5 kilometres Abuja-
Kaduna standard gauge 
train service daily.

T h e  c o n c e s s i o n a i r e s 
which include the busi-
ness es s et up at Kaduna 
Airport, shops, boutiques, 
eateries, Bureau de Change, 
amongst others are not left 
out as they have received a 
major boost in sales.

Now, many stakehold-
ers are worried over what 
b e c omes of  the Kaduna 
Airport and the huge in-
vestments tailored towards 
it after April 19- if the air-
port would be allowed to 
return to its obscure state 
pre-rehabilitation.

Their fear is  that the 
N1.1billion invested into 
the airport would be wast-
ed, if there are no airlines to 
ply on the Kaduna route, no 
businesses sprouting at the 
airport, few passengers to 
use the ultra-modern train 
system and most impor-
tantly, low revenue ema-
nating from the airport.

As the date of the reopen-
ing of Abuja airport is at hand, 
there are indications that 
there will be many losers also.

Business  op erators  at 
the airport, for instance, 
who thought that a ray of 
hope had finally dawned on 

them may begin to experi-
ence a decline in sales when 
Abuja Airport re-opens.

The same situation ap-
plies to the train operators 
who had upgraded services 
to meet up with the taste of 
top business men and wom-
en; such patronage may also 
experience a decline.

Domestic airlines which 
had carried influx of pas-
s engers that c ould have 
b e en carrie d by foreign 
airlines may see drop in 
passengers as well.

Foreign airl ines  have 
express e d anxiety over 
the re-op ening of Abuja 
Airport and cannot wait to 
get their passengers back, 
who before the re-opening 
of the Abuja Airport have 
had to pay an extra N30,000 
each to domestic airlines to 
arrive at Kaduna, before 
connecting to Abuja.

Hoteliers in Kaduna, who 
had to employ more staff to 
cushion effect of the influx 
of passengers may have to 
lay off most of them in a 
bid to meet their operating 
costs.

As a result of low patron-
age, the shuttles and cabs 
may gradually begin to relo-
cate from the airport area in 
search of greener pastures.

What happens to the 
additional security staff re-
cruited to man the Kaduna 
Airport? Will they be laid 
off when traffic eventu-
ally drops at the airport 
or remain and incur huge 
expenses in a bid to retain 
them?

The infrastructures put 
up at the airport will also 
need to be maintained and 
sometimes repaired. If there 
are no activities to neces-
sitate the usage of these 
infrastructures, then they 
may be left to rot away.

The question remains: 
What hope lies for Kaduna 
Airport after the re-open-
ing of  Abuja airp ort  on 
April 19? Only time will tell!

All of the passengers inter-
viewed by BDSUNDAY described 
the timeliness, orderliness, com-
fort and security measures on 
the service as impressive.

However, after all these glam-
our, rejuvenation and rehabili-
tation of the Kaduna Airport, 
c onc erne d stakeholders  are 

Nigeria, the Kaduna Airport 
may go back to its neglected 
state, despite the upgrade of 
facilities at the airport.

To reaffirm this develop-
ment, ahead of the April 19 
date for re-opening of the 
Abuja Airp ort,  domestic 
and international airlines 



W
hen choos-
ing to at-
t e n d  a n 
institution 
and contin-

ue one’s education, parents 
and students often look for 
an environment in which 
their values and mission are 
supported and encouraged 
by their peers and admin-
istrators. Many parents feel 
more comfortable sending 
their children to a faith-based 
institution because of certain 
social vices among youths 
of today. Being taught by 
faith-based individuals who 
understand the desire to find 
ways to merge learning and 
faith together is just another 
element of support that stu-
dents receive in faith-based 
colleges.

This philosophy is centered 
on the idea that students will 
be with like-minded indi-
viduals who are dedicated to 
studying and incorporating 
moral values while continu-
ing their education, and can 
form a community to better 
one another and encour-
age growth. While there are 
many faith-based tertiary 
institutions across the nation, 
only a few have that serene 
environment, coupled with 
inculcating quality education 
with moral values. One of 
such institutions is Augustine 
University- the first Catholic 
University in Lagos.

Augustine University is 
one of Nigeria’s emerging 
faith-based tertiary institu-
tions that ensure that parents, 
students and the nation at 
large have access to quality 
and improved education with 
moral values and offer the 
world knowledgeable persons 
for whom virtue in all its ram-
ifications will be an important 
pursuit in his life at home, in 
the workplace and among 
superiors and subordinates.

Speaking at the just con-
cluded second matriculation 
ceremony of the University 
for the 2016/2017 academic 
session, which took place at 
the University auditorium in 
Ilara-Epe, Lagos State, the Vice 
Chancellor, Steve Afolami, a 
professor, explained that edu-
cation has always been what 
the Catholic Church stood for.

The Vice-Chancellor add-
ed that those who send their 
children to faith-based in-
stitutions are not wrong. He 
noted that one of the core 

At Augustine University, we raise citizens 
worthy in character and learning - VC
ANTHONY NLEBEM

in less than two years. The 
University is completely resi-
dential and offers world-class 
facilities in this regard. It 
provides un-interrupted air-
conditioned comfort for class-
room work, library, faculty 
and staff offices for 18 hours 
daily and deploys state-of-
the-arts teaching facilities in 
the classrooms and laborato-
ries. The serene environment 
which is the first thing that a 
first-time visitor notices has 
been maintained in spite of 
the cost of doing so.

“We are at 200 Level of 
studies and a stable calendar 
is assured. All of these have 
been possible because of the 
support the Archbishop/
Proprietor and the entire 
Archdiocese have provided, 
the continual support of 
Cardinal Okogie to whom 
Archbishop Martins has 
entrusted the development 
of the University, the team-
work and multi-tasking 
sacrifice of the Faculty and 
Staff and the support of the 
Chancellor, Board of Trust-
ees, Council, Fund-raisers 
and Donors. Most of all, God 
has been very kind to us and 
the various organs set in 
place by Law have all acted 
according to the Law with 
freedom for the University 
Administration to function 
unhindered as specified by 
its Law,” the Vice Chancellor 
said.

On the issue of cultism, he 
stated that no such case has 
been recorded and hope it 
will not exist. “The system is 
working to prevent it from 
the start instead of having to 
cope with it. However, there 
are rules to deal with it if it 
ever surfaces,” he said.

Also speaking at the ma-
triculation ceremony, the 
former Archbishop of Lagos, 
Anthony Cardinal Olubunmi 
Okogie, explained that edu-
cation is a very important 
investment every parent/
guardian should make to put 
their children/ward in pole 
position for an assured bet-
ter future. “When it comes 
to school fees (in private and 
faith-based universities), 
people always say it’s too 
high. To be frank with you, 
quality education is not cheap 
all over the world. Education 
is an investment, the quality 
you add to it often determines 
the yield in the long run.

“The idea of Augustine 
University came up during 
my time and this is one of 
the reasons I have devoted 
my time in making sure I 
nurture and support it. The 
institution focuses more on 
character and learning. We 
will make sure we develop 
these children to be good 
citizens and also yield the 
desired results for their par-
ents and guardians,” Cardinal 
Okogie stated.
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L-R: Victoria Pillah, representative of executive secretary NUC; Magaret Aziba, registrar, Augustine University; Steve Afolami, V.C Augustine 
University, and Cardinal Anthony Olubunmi Okogie, during the second matriculation ceremony of Augustine University, Ilara-Epe, Lagos.

values of the institution is to 
inculcate moral discipline for 
a better Nigeria. “Once these 
students are admitted, what 
we do is to relate with them 
affectionately. In the process, 
they begin to trust us, and 
start telling us what’s really 
bordering them. What we do 
is to correct and relate it in a 
friendly manner and these 
among other methods have 
been quite helpful. What 
we ensure is a better staff-
student relationship that is 
based on many teachers, not 
too many students such that 
you can train, relate and cor-
rect what’s going wrong and 
the character of the student is 
therefore gradually moulded 
or reinforced. If it’s not so 
good, assist the student by 
building one-on-one relation-
ship. The university also 
offers that moral formation 
that everybody feels it can 
help the nation. We don’t 
treat our students as if they 
are in secondary school. 
They have a freedom of 
worship, freedom of associa-
tion and do what they like, 
though this must conform 
to the laid down rules and 
regulations of the school.”

Afolami stated that the 
institution has been a suc-
cess in two phases. “The 
phase of constructing the 
buildings, roads and equip-
ping the buildings to pro-
vide the first-grade facili-

ties that have placed the 
University in an enviable 
position among its peers, 
and the post-approval phase 
which began only on March 
05 2015. The University is 
therefore, too young to be-
gin to beat its chest about 
achievements. All the same, 
it will not be immodest to 
speak the truth about what 
goes on within its walls.”

For a start, the university 
ran its first session hitch-
free in spite of the harsh 
op erating environment. 
It has computerised sys-
tems that enable students 
to handle their assignments 
from wherever they may 
be; a system that enables 
the students to monitor 
and know for sure what 
their performance is in con-
tinuous assessment ahead 
of examinations; a system 
that publishes students’ 
results two weeks after the 
last paper has been writ-
ten; a system that enables 
parents to view and follow 
up their children’s results in 
examinations through pass-
worded entrance into the 
particular child’s result page 
on the portal within hours 
of Senate approval; a system 
that rewards exc ellenc e 
through part-tuition schol-
arship awards as incentive 
to sustainable scholarship.

Staff strength has grown 
from 2 after approval to 66 
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Cross-carpet fireworks in Rivers as 
APC, PDP reposition for 2019

A cross section of some APC leaders

Introduction:

A
s about 8000 per-
sons described 
as ex-members 
of another par-
ty thronged the 

Sharks Stadium on Thursday, 
April 13, 2017, to join the 
governor’s party, intrigues 
seem to be back over who is 
depleting the other’s camp 
more.

The Rivers State’s political 
crises since 2012 have passed 
through many phases. Now, 
it seems to be about who 
can poach harder from the 
opp onent’s  camp as 2019 
draws faster than expected. 
The endless election cancel-
lations and reruns in the 
state since 2015 seem to have 
cut short the fallow period 
between elections and this 
s e ems to have brought a 
rude awakening to both the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) that rules the state 
and the All  Progressives 
Congress (APC) that controls 
the centre.

The new phase now seems 
to be poaching and hyping 
of decampees as well as de-
nunciation of such persons 
to either increase or belittle 
their electoral values.

The man in the centre of 
the latest decamping storm 
is Glory Emeh, a political 
gladiator and bureaucrat 
from Emuohua Local Council 
Area, near Port Harcourt. He 
came into limelight when he 
headed the propaganda wing 
of the then famous bulldozer 
of Rivers politics, Sergeant 
Awus e.  His group fought 
Peter Odili to a standstill 
towards 1999 such that the 
gubernatorial contest had to 
go for a repeat before Odili 
clinched the stool to move 
into the Brick House.

Emeh watched from the 
outside for about two years 
and decamped to the Odili 
camp and left his mentor 
to his fate. This shook the 
state. He was to rise rapidly 
in his new camp with graphs 
of how O dili  was a great 
achiever. He landed the juicy 
post of Special Adviser to the 
Odili and took over many 
sensitive assignments espe-
cially in publicity and allied 
matters. When Odili was in 
trouble with Ribadu’s Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) in 2006, 
Emeh was one of the aides 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

that stood firm and alleg-
edly urged shaky others to 
be prepared to die for their 
master as a rule of war. He 
won many hearts with his 
fierce loyalty.

When the Odili cam broke 
into two,  most obs ervers 
could not place Emeh until 
much later when he was said 
to be in PDP. Later, he was 
said to have decamped to 
the Amaechi cam (APC), that 
fought against the Celestine 
Omehia/Odili camp. Nyesom 
Wike was the henchman be-
hind Amaechi against Odili. 
When 2015 came, Emeh’s for-
mer mentor (Awuse) found 
himself behind Wike and 
O dili  (his former enemy), 
Emeh managed to lie low. 
Rumour came few months 
ago that he was heading back 
to Wike. Political pundits 
wondered how it would be. 
Rejoining Wike would mean 
sitting again with Odili that 
he ditched and Awuse that 
he abandoned in about 2001. 
The doubt was cleared few 
weeks ago when the Iroko 
fell into Wike’s camp, for 
real. This immediately shook 
the political climate and set 
tongues wagging,  raising 
doubts ab out Emeh’s loy-
alty, many decampings, and 
his real electoral value. The 
greater scandal is whether 
Emeh left with a crowd of 
timbers or with few paper-
weight charlatans to the 
PDP. The APC thinks Emeh’s 

departure is good riddance, 
or so they make-believe. The 
PDP is celebrating, saying a 
big asset had just come in. 
Time may have to prove what 
Emeh’s move would mean to 
either the PDP or the APC as 
2019 approaches.

PDP: It’s big blow to APC:
As Emeh leads members 

and chieftains of the APC 
in Rivers State to dump the 
party for the PDP, the chair-
man, Rivers State chapter of 
the PDP, Felix Obuah showed 
excitement, describing it as 
positive and a confirmation 
of the enthronement of good 
governance by the party as 
well as the success of Gov. 
Wike administration in the 
State.

He explained that the mas-
sive defections by APC faith-
ful taking place daily in the 
state was clear sign that the 
APC has collapsed and would 
in the coming days leave the 
trio of Rotimi Amaechi, Da-
kuku Peterside and Magnus 
Abe with the challenge of 
managing only the carcass 
of the party in Rivers State.

Obuah further empha-
sised that this latest politi-
cal event was an obvious 
testimony and confirmation 
of the second- to-none effec-
tive leadership in the State, 
particularly in the areas of 
infrastructure, human capac-
ity building, resource and 
economic re-invigoration, as 
well as institutional growth 

not only in Port Harcourt, 
the capital city, but across the 
23 local government areas of 
the State.

He particularly welcomed 
the alleged defection of near-
ly 8000 members of the APC, 
including former councilors 
of the APC, who were sacked 
by the court over the unlaw-
ful LG polls purportedly con-
ducted by former Gov Amae-
chi in the twilight of his exit, 
and have de cide d to dis-
continue with the case, and 
other APC leaders, including 
former Special Adviser to 
Amaechi on Internal Rev-
enue, Nwankwo Nwankwo, 
former Commissioner under 
Amaechi, Sunny Wokekoro, 
etc, noting that the list was 
appreciating by the day.

While assuring the decam-
pees of better deal and full 
reintegration into the PDP, 
Obuah urged them to feel at 
home and be ready to make 
their positive contributions 
to the rapid development 
of the State, as that is the 
cardinal  obje ctive of  the 
PDP government in the state 
under the indefatigable Gov 
Nyesom Wike.

Wike: Sheriff is a mole 
recruited by FG/APC

 At the cross-over event 
on Thursday, April 13, 2017, 
Gov Wike threw stones at 
the federal government, the 
APC, and the national chair-
man of the PDP, Modu Sher-
iff, saying despite the man’s 

sponsorship to cause crisis 
in the PDP, that the former 
ruling party would continue 
to wax strong.

The governor said the 
Fe deral  Government was 
sponsoring Sheriff as a mole 
in the PDP because of the 
destructive crisis that he said 
had engulfed the APC at the 
national level.  He charged 
PDP  members to relax  and 
wait for God’s  intervention.

Governor Wike said said 
his administration was ex-
ecuting projects while the FG 
had nothing to show in the 
state in two years, same thing 
Amaechi used to say against 
Go o dluck Jonathan’s  FG. 
Governor Wike said that the 
defection of APC members 
to the PDP signals the death 
of the political party in the 
state because it was founded 
on falsehood and deception.

APC fires back: Decamp-
ing is scam to corner Rivers 
money

The APC wasted no time 
to fire back on decamping 
day, saying the project was 
a scam in which all manner 
of persons were hired and 
assembled to pose as APC 
decampees in return for huge 
pay outs by Gov. Nyesom 
Wike to Glory Emeh. They 
claimed that several buses 
were earlier on the day sent 
to various LGAs in Rivers 
State including neighbour-
ing states of Abia and Imo 
to ferry down hirelings who 
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Governor Wike

will claim to defect from APC 
to PDP at an event to be lav-
ishly covered by local and 
national media.

As early as 7am, over 20 
buses left Akuku Toru and 
Asari Toru LGAs (among oth-
ers) for Port Harcourt. Those 
conveyed were reported to 
be PDP members who are 
exp e cte d to p os e as  APC 
decampees. The executors 
of the scheme are taking ad-
vantage of the present hard 
times by paying b etwe en 
N3,000 and N5,000 to each 
person depending on the LGA 
or location. 

The APC said it took very 
serious the alleged crimi-
nal aspect of the exercise 
which they said included 
the unlawful printing of APC 
membership cards and other 
paraphernalia which were 
allegedly distributed to the 
hirelings with a view to act-
ing out their pre-meditated 
Nollywood-type scenes to 
convince the media and the 
general public that bearers 
of such items are truly APC 
members defecting to the 
PDP.

The APC threatene d to 
take legal actions on this and 
promised to stage its own 
mega rally for decampees 
and said their own decam-
pees would be very promi-
nent persons.

P D P  b o s s :  D e c a m p e e s 
have exposed Amaechi

Scores of members of the 
APC from Asari-Toru and 
Degema Local Government 
Areas of Rivers State who 
dumped the party in pref-
erenc e to the ruling PDP 
allegedly told of the ugly 
experience encountered in 
the hand of their erstwhile 
leader and former governor 
of the state, Rotimi Chibuike 
Amae chi,  at  his ab o de in 
Abuja, the nation’s capital.

Speaking at the PDP Sec-
retariat in Port Harc ourt 
where the decampees were 
received last Thursday, April 
6, 2017, the leader of the APC 
decampees and former leader 
of the Asari-Toru Legislative 
Assembly, Orolosoma Ama-
chree accused Amaechi of co-
ercing all ‘elected’ chairmen 
and councilors of the APC 
into instituting legal action 
against the government of 
Wike as a gimmick to make 
the state ungovernable.

According to Amachree 
whose scores of supporters 
turne d the o c casion into 
gyration amid singing and 
dancing, the violent activ-
ities  of  former chairman 
of Asari-Toru Council had 
plunged the area into crisis 
which rendered his followers 
homeless, prompting them 
to flee to Abuja where they 
hoped to get succor from the 
former governor. 

He said: “I was not con-
vinced by anyone to decamp.  
No one gave me money and 
no one lobbied for me and my 
brothers and sisters to leave 
the APC.  PDP was my root 
and because I was deceived 
to join the APC, I have re-
traced my step and I am back 
home,” he said, amid ovation.

Among those who joined 
Amachree to the PDP are 
the APC Assistant Women 
Leader in Asalga, Vice Chair-
man of PDP, Briggs and other 
Ward Exco members, and 
the Vice Chairman of APC in 
Degema Local Government 
Area, Samuel Ikiroma who 
stormed the PDP Secretariat 
with hundreds of supporters. 

APC: Let Glory Emeh keep 
deceiving Gov Wike:

The APC said it has taken 
notice of what appears to be 
a smart but disingenuous 
method by Glory Emeh to 
deceive Gov. Nyesom Wike 
by presenting faceless, non-
existent names and some-
times under-aged hirelings 
as defecting APC members 
in return for relevance and 
huge cash rewards. 

I n  p u r s u a n c e  t o  t h at 
scheme, Emeh, he said, hav-
ing returne d to  the PDP 
alone, organised some unsus-
pecting villagers in his com-
munity, took photographs 
with them and circulated in 
the media as APC members 
that defected to the PDP in 
his LGA.  

According to the APC state 
chairman, Davies Ibiamu 
Ikanya, Emeh’s ongoing style 
is to bring in rented individu-
als from neighbouring states 
in bus es to his expansive 
compound and making audio 
and visual images of them 
for the media as APC defec-
tors. Feeling that he has not 
been very convincing to Gov. 
Wike, Emeh put in the media 
that some elected APC coun-
cillors have defected to the 
PDP and would soon write to 
withdraw their matter in the 
Appeal Court. This is far from 
the truth as the name men-
tioned as leading the defec-
tors is non-existent and not 
known to anyone. They are 
non-existent names churned 
out by Emeh to convincingly 
deceive Gov. Wike to ensure 
fatter payouts and relevance.

The APC in Rivers State 
calls on Rivers people and 
Nigerians to ignore the stage-
managed defections of hire-
lings posing as APC mem-
bers as choreographed and 
orchestrated by Emeh. APC 
members in Rivers State are 
intact. Those who joined us 
as moles found no work and 
have since returned to their 
familiar company. 

Chris Finebone: Decamp-
ing chief was a mole:

The publicity secretary 
of the APC, Chris Finebone, 

said not a few APC members 
knew that Glory Emeh had 
hidden motives when he 
decided to leave PDP and 
joined the APC a little over a 
year ago though the reasons 
he gave was his deep-seated 
dislike for the person of Gov. 
Nyesom Wike and his politics 
as against his preference for 
Dakuku Peterside’s style that 
tends to favour equity and 
fairness.  

In less than two years of 
being accommodated in the 
APC, it became obvious to 
him that there were no secret 
activities by the APC that 
were worth spying upon and 
turning in to the PDP. Again, 
he could not get the kind of 
carte blanche ticket to do 
whatever pleased him. The 
result was that long before 
he returned to the PDP, key 
memb ers of the APC had 
known and started keeping 
a safe distance from him. Un-
known to him, his meetings 
with the highest echelon of 
the Rivers State Government 
and the PDP were being care-
fully monitored. 

We were also aware of his 
efforts to lure a number of 
APC leaders and followers 
but they all rebuffed him. 
For the preservation of their 
persons, we will refrain from 
naming those APC members 
but we salute their  stoic 
resistance to the decamp-
ing. At the end, he could not 
even convince his relation 

and Personal Assistant (PA) 
to follow him to PDP. 

S i n c e  G l o r y  E m e h  re -
turned to PDP empty handed 
and without anyone in tow, 
the only visible thing he has 
succeeded in doing is being 
in the front row with Gov. 
Wike at public events. The 
other things he has resorted 
to in order to shore up his 
well-known battered image 
in the eyes of his associates is 
attempts at portraying Rivers 
APC as being in disarray. This 
he is doing by planting false-
hood in the local and national 
print media outlets.

The APC urged the chief 
to leave APC alone as he rel-
ished his new company. “He 
lacks the clout, character and 
moral pedigree to so do take 
members away”.  The APC 
will resist adding value to 
dishonest MMM-like money-
making s chemes by s ome 
PDP leaders to feather their 
nest over inconsequential 
and worthless defections es-
pecially when it has become 
the easiest means to pocket 
Wike’s money. According to 
Chris Finebone, State Pub-
licity Secretary, such PDP 
leaders know thems elves 
and need not be named here. 
Today’s show of shame called 
defection by the PDP is a clas-
sical example.  

Let it be on record that 
important APC stakeholders 
in Asari-Toru LGA have a dos-
sier on the romance between 
Orolosama Amachree and the 

PDP in ASALGA over time. 
This culminated in a meeting 
they all held with Gov. Nye-
som Wike on December 8, 
2016 in Government House, 
Port Harcourt. Subsequently, 
the APC placed surveillance 
on Orolosama while APC 
memb ers in ASALGA dis-
tanced themselves from him 
esp e cially in view of his 
treacherous behaviour dur-
ing the December 10 rerun 
elections.

It is laughable to hear Glory 
Emeh refer to APC as party of 
lies and propaganda. In due 
time, a public presentation of 
the series of his lies and pro-
paganda against his present 
master will be made to help 
the public judge who between 
APC and Emeh revels more in 
lies and propaganda.  

The APC will encourage 
the PDP to look for all man-
ner of persons and parade 
as APC defectors as long as 
the essence of the exercise is 
for the schemers to put food 
on their table and smile to 
the bank. True members of 
APC will continue to remain 
true to the party and its ide-
als while persons who place 
pecuniary interests above 
anything else are free to go 
scrounge for crumbs under 
Caesar’s table.  

Conclusion:
The stage is set for the 

next phase of the ever-de-
teriorating and volatile Riv-
ers politics. Now, it is about 
decamping and re-camping.



Anambra 2017: Ngige, Obi, Obiano’s good 
performances raise bar for new contenders

I
t is common knowledge 
that Anambra State has 
been enjoying democratic 
dividends since the days 
of Chris Ngige, current 

minister of Labour and Pro-
ductivity, was in the saddle as 
governor of the state.

Ngige’s emergence brought 
real change to a state that was 
in the hands of charlatans and 
selfish individuals, who milked 
the state and people dry.

Ngige was innovative and 
put the people first before self, 
an attitude that saw him open 
up the state for investment, 
through the provision of infra-
structure, especially rural road 
development, hospitals, among 
other amenities.

The Ngige administration 
opened the eyes of Anambra 
people in more ways than one. 
Under Ngige, the people began 
to objectively perceive the 
range of possibilities available 
to their aspirations.

It is also to Ngige’s credit 
that teachers, civil servants and 
pensioners, for whom all hope 
had been lost, were paid in ar-
rears and progressively.

With the limited but pio-
ne ering road network, the 
geography of Anambra became 
compressed somewhat, en-
abling workers living in some 
distant places to make it to 
Awka in time.

The removal of Ngige, by 
the court, brought Peter Obi, 
who believed in the axiom that 
Government is a continuum. 
Obi did not only c omplete 
projects initiated, by Ngige, 
but enunciated what he called 
the Anambra Integrated De-
velopment Scheme (ANIDS), 
a programme that brought 
development to all nooks and 
crannies of the state.

Through ANIDS, Obi pro-
vided roads access, potable 
water, educational, health and 
economic structures, across 
the state.

His methods were intended 
to put an end to the long-stand-
ing imposed ad hoc approach 
to development in Anambra.

Peter Obi according to some 
stakeholders brought stabil-
ity and civilisation that were 
lacking in the governance of 
the state.

After Obi, came Willie Obi-
ano, the sitting governor, who 
declared that his vision was to 
make Anambra State the 1st 
choice investment destination 
and a hub for industrialisation 
and commercial activities.

He affirmed that his mission 
as the governor of the Anam-
bra is to ensure that Anambra 
State becomes a socially stable, 
business-friendly environ-
ment that would attract both 
indigenes and foreigners to 
seek wealth-creation oppor-

the harsh effects of the current 
economic recession, Obiano 
suspended sale of emblems, 
collection of wheel barrow tax 
and hawkers permit in all parts 
of the state.

He also lowered Okada and 
Keke daily levies to N50 and 
N200, respectively, to cushion 
the effect of the recession.

With improve d road in-
frastructure and s e curity, 
Onitsha, a major trade hub 
in Nigeria and the West and 
Central African sub-regions, is 
attracting interest from foreign 
and local investors, especially 
manufacturing concerns that 
are looking towards the South-
East/South-South business cor-
ridors for business expansion.

Onitsha, which in the past 
was famous for the bad rea-
sons, is now one of the most 
peaceful towns in Nigeria, 
thus becoming the toast of 
investors, a development His 
Royal Majesty, Igwe Nnae-
meka Achebe, Obi of Onitsha, 
attributed to Obiano’s good 
governance.

The sprawling trade centre, 
which is bounded by the River 
Niger, is the gateway to the 
South-East region of Nigeria 
from Delta State.

It also hosts one of the larg-
est markets in West Africa 
(Onitsha Main Market), which 
is highly patronised by mer-
chants from the West and 
Central African sub regions.

Recall also that Chukwuma 
Soludo, a former governor of 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), 
likened Obiano to a general, 
who must not be replaced dur-
ing wartime.

Soludo rated the state under 
Obiano, as the fourth largest 
economy in Nigeria, while 
commending the governor for 
prudent and expertise manage-
ment.

He said that only Lagos, 
Abuja and Rivers states were 
ahead of Anambra in terms of 
economic prosperity.

The former CBN boss, who 
contested the gubernatorial in 
2013 on the platform of the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
ticket with Obiano in 2013, 
said he would not contest the 
November 18 governorship 
election.

According to him, there is no 
need for change at the moment.

Although a number of big 
names and moneybags have 
indicated interest to contest 
the gubernatorial election in 
November this year, it appears 
however, that the people, hav-
ing seen and felt what looks 
like good governance in the 
last 11 years plus, whosoever 
that wants to dislodge the 
incumbent must be ready to 
convince them that he or she 
has something extraordinary.

Politics
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tunities.
Consequently, he outlined 

an economic blueprint known 
as the Four Pillars of Develop-
ment, which indicates clearly 
the key sectors that his admin-
istration would focus on, for 
accelerated development.

The Four Pillars of Devel-
opment include –agriculture, 
trade and commerce, industri-
alisation and Oil and Gas.

These economic areas in-
stantly became priority areas 
into which he welcomed in-
vestors into the state.

The choice of these sectors 
according to Obiano, was in-
formed by the fact that these 
are the four major areas where 
Anambra State has a clear 
competitive advantage.

 In Agriculture, Anambra 
has 100 percent arable land 
that can support year-round 
cropping. In trade and com-
merce, the people are great 
entrepreneurs and masters of 
the informal sector.

In Industrialisation, they 
are among Nigeria’s greatest 
industrialists with Innocent 
Chukwuma, blazing the trail as 
the manufacturer of Nigeria’s 
first indigenous automobile.

In Oil and Gas, Anambra is 
richly endowed with a vast gas 
field and crude oil production.

More than 2000 micro, small 
and medium entrepreneurs 
(MSME), have received revolv-
ing working capital facility 
of N500, 000 each from the 
Anambra State Small Business 

Agency (ABSA).
The faci l i ty  is  to  assist 

them build and expand their 
businesses under the Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) scheme.

Obiano stated that the agen-

cy was established to deepen 
entrepreneurship in the state, 
noting that the programme 
would be sustained to outlive 
his administration and future 
administrations in the state.

As part of efforts to cushion 

Ngige and Obi

Politics in Anambra State is no longer for the moneybags, but for intellects, who have something to offer to the 
people, writes GODFREY OFURUM

Obiano
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InsIde Aso Rock

With ElizabEth archibong
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dent but only the latter arrived 
about seven minutes to the new 
takeoff time of 11 am. We all 
waited, expecting the

President and his security 
details to walk in but he didn’t. 
at exactly 11 am, the Vice 
President rose and commenced 
the meeting with a call for the 
national anthem.

i, alongside the other jour-
nalists, hurriedly left the coun-
cil chambers after the prayers 
to send online reports to our 
various media houses.

the report? that the Pres-
ident was absent from the 
meeting, his christmas ap-
pearance since he returned 
to the country. i am sure you 
remember that the President 
returned to the country a little 
over a month ago after being 
away for about 50 days and has 
presided over three FEc meet-
ings, in fact, the Wednesdays 
were most likely the only days 
we actually saw our President.

the meeting had barely 
gone on for forty-five minutes 
when the Secretary to the 
government of the Federation, 
babachir lawal alias bD walked 
in looking for a journalist who’s 
tV station was scrolling the 
news of the President’s absence 
and started trying to bully 
when we all rushed out to meet 
him. he said they saw the scroll 
bar during their meeting inside 
the chambers. Was it a lie? 
Definitely not. From the way he 
sounded, he expected us to be-
lieve that the President would 
be joining them at the meeting.

now, this is not about 
whether or not the President 
was at the meeting because 
some of us (me especially) think 
he should be allowed to rest and 
fully recover while matters of 
state are going on.

that said, after the meet-
ing which lasted for about two 
hours, the minister of informa-
tion and culture lai Moham-
med, the President’s number 
one spin doctor, told journalists 
that the President was

attending to other matters. 
really? in his words: “now, i 
just want to make this clear; 
Mr. President is in town; Mr. 
President is attending to other 
issues; Mr. President looked at 
the agenda, it was a very light 
agenda, and said that the Vice-
President should preside”.

thankfully, he added that 
“it is not unusual for the kind of 
interest that had been shown 
especially giving the fact that 
Mr. President was away for a 
while on medical treatment”.

to reassure the parents that the 
girls will be found. Who do we 
blame?

this year, many did not 
expect that Mrs. buhari would 
show up at the first lecture 
which was held as part of activi-
ties to mark the third anniver-
sary of the missing girls, even 
though in a tiny corner of my 
mind i kind of wished that she 
would brave it and just show up 
even for a minute. Well, again, i 
will consider her own security 
first, right? Seeing the current 
state of things in nigeria with 
a lot of

nigerians feeling aggrieved.
i can imagine that deep 

down Mrs. buhari who had 
courageously called out her 
husband in public reminding 
him that he was failing those 
who fought to make sure he 
won, may be feeling what the 
parents of those girls are feeling, 
just saying. i watched on tV as 
tears flowed freely at the event.

in his anniversary speech to 
the #bbog the president reiter-
ated the resolve of the govern-
ment to get back the girls.

We shall keep praying and 
hoping against all odds that 
our girls are found alive and 
well and returned to their 
homes where they can be safe 
amongst families, where they 
can be helped to grow again as 
children and ladies whatever 
the case.

last week Monday it was 
not clear if the President was 
at work although they tried to 
bamboozle us with his convoy, 
mostly the ambulance which 
before now used to be a sign 
that the President was around. 
Funny thing is, journalists at 
the aso rock have also learned 
to look at other things besides 
the ambulance to decide. be-
fore you ask why we are so 
keen on knowing if he is in 
the office or not, maybe we 
are just making sure that no 
one has hijacked the govern-
ment (that is if we can see into 
the red chambers if that were 
the case).

then came tuesday when 
he met with the chief Justice 
of the Federation, Walter on-
noghen and that was it. Since 
his return from the United 
Kingdom, Wednesdays have 
been the days to determine 
if the President is improving 
and when he failed to show 
up last Wednesday? Everyone 
panicked.

newsmen arrived early as 
usual to witness the pre-Fed-
eral Executive council meet-
ing’s formalities. the ministers 
trooped in and went about 
exchanging pleasantries. Some-
thing interested me in the be-
haviour of the ministers, from 
my little interaction i noticed 
some or most of them have 
become more confident in what 
they know about their jobs 
and no longer shy away from 
journalists.

back to our discussion, we 
all waited for the arrival of the 
president and the Vice Presi-

#BBOG, it is three years 
already, hope is all we have

E
xactly three years ago, 
on the 14th of april, 
some 276 girls were 
abducted from their 

school, a government Second-
ary School in chibok town of 
borno State. there have been 
tears, blood even, as some par-
ents of the girls have died from 
heartbreak and armed forces 
from an exchange with the cap-
tors, the boko haram sect.

their kidnapping sparked 
one of the biggest global cam-
paigns on social media. a three-
year-old hashtag on twitter 
#bringbackourgirls consistent-
ly brings updates on advocacy 
for their release of the girls.

now, three years down the 
line, twenty-three girls have 
either been released through 
government negotiations or 
escaped from the hands of 
their captors. it would seem 
the tears have dried up and the 
government is now bereft of 
ideas or simply put, they have 
tried every trick in the book to 
rescue the girls.

these girls, mostly chris-
tians in a boarding house had 
stayed back in the heat of the 
attacks in surrounding com-
munities by men of the sect, 
hoping they were safe enough 
to write their exams. the gun-
men had arrived in the town 
late at night and seized 276 girls 
loading them onto lorries. Some 
broke free while the members of 
the islamic sect left with a total 
of 219 girls.

last year, amina nkeki was 
found and later 21 girls were 
released following negotiations 
with the sect, months later 
nigerians continue to expect 
more releases, the government 
has been silent.

President Muhammadu 
buhari last year ordered a fresh 
investigation into the abduction 
of the girls and continuously 
reiterated that the government 
will do all within its power to 
rescue the girls. at a point, the 
president could not hide it, he 
spilled and said neither he nor 
his government had concrete 
intelligence on the where-
abouts of the girls.

almost a year down the 
line, the report of the commit-
tee which was to be headed by 
the national Security adviser 
to the President has not been 
made public.

i remember that last year 
when the #bbog marked its 
second year anniversary, the 
wife of the President aisha 
buhari launched a book on 
beauty essentials. i had written 
then that beauty actually came 
at a wrong time. i for one had 
expected the first lady to openly 
show some form of solidarity 
and empathy, maybe go out to 
meet and address them.

it is no longer news that 
the group and the buhari’s 
administration, who were once 
chummy are now on a seem-
ing warpath. the #bbog says 
the government is not doing 
enough to get the girls home 
and the government continues 

???

Abdulfatah Ahmed

K
wara State 
g o ve r n o r, 
abdulfatah 
ahmed has 
attribute d 

the extension of initial 
three months tenure of 
local government tran-
sition implementation 
caretaker committees 
(tic) to another three to 
current economic reali-
ties in the country. 

S p e a k i n g  at  t h e 
monthly meeting of the 
all Progressives con-
gress (aPc), in ilorin, 
governor ahmed said 
the local government 
councils in the state are 
just getting stabilised in 
meeting basic require-
ment of their workers. 
“to attempt any election 
at that level of gover-
nance now will mean an 
additional pressure on 
their meagre resources,” 
he said. 

the governor, who 
promised to use the ex-
pected 25percent of the 
Paris-london loan re-
fund to assist the local 
government councils to 
offset part of their out-
standing salary arrears 
and on critical infra-
structure development 
in the state, explained 
to the party members 
that the government is 
committed to meeting 
the infrastructure deficit 
in the state in order to 
make the state more at-

tractive for investment.
Speaking on recent 

clash between farm-
ers and cattle rear-
ers in baruten local 
government area of 
the state,  governor 
ahmed said the State 
Security council had 
resolved that perpetra-
tors would be treated 
as criminals while any-
one found culpable of 
destroying other peo-
ple’s property or farms 
would be made to pay 
compensation.

the governor ap-
pealed to residents of the 
state not to take laws into 
their hands and remain 
law-abiding in order to 
sustain existing harmo-
nious relationship.

governor ahme d 
also spoke of plans to 
celebrate the 50th an-

niversary of the state in 
low-key, saying that the 
occasion would be used 
to honour eminent per-
sonalities who had made 
indelible contributions 
to the state.

Earlier, giving stew-
ardship of his min-
istry, aro Yahya, the 
State commissioner for 
Works and transport, 
disclosed that n1.2b was 
recently disbursed to 36 
contractors through the 
state’s infrastructure De-
velopment Fund (iFK).

Yahya noted that a 
number of road proj-
ects had been completed 
across the three senato-
rial districts while the 
recently completed oko 
bridge in ifelodun local 
government would be 
commissioned soon by 
the governor.

SIKIRAT SHEHU

Why we extend TIC 
tenure - Ahmed

There is no plan to sack me as chairman 
of APC governors’ forum -   Okorocha

r
ochas  okoro-
cha, governor 
of imo State and 
the incumbent  

chairman of the all 
Progressives congress 
governors’ Forum has 
described as untrue and 
misleading the alleged 
plot by some colleagues 
of his to sack as their 
leader.

in his words, “i want 
to make it abundantly 
clear that the gover-
nors of the aPc have 
not hatched any plan 
to remove me as their 
chairman because there 
is no dissenting voice 
among us as progres-
sives. We are united and 
our unity will continue 
to grow from strength to 
strength,” okorocha said.

Speaking at an inter-
active session with jour-
nalists at the nUJ press 

centre in owerri, okoro-
cha in his usual manner, 
used to occasion to sing 
his own praise, reeling 
out what his administra-
tion has done.

the governor has also 
said the acquisition of 
computer literacy is now 
compulsory for all civil 
servants in the state as 
part of measures to make 
the state civil service 
result oriented.

boasting that he 
would make the state 
‘investment centre’, say-
ing that arrangement 
had been concluded to 
provide one industry in 
each of the 637 autono-
mous communities in 
the state.

he who claimed to 
have cleared all arrears 
of pensioners in the 
state up to December 
last year, however, said 

that the  state govern-
ment could not afford  
to part with n1.5 billion 
monthly to pay pension-
ers, describing this as 
quite outrageous.

“i have paid pensioners 
in the state up to Decem-
ber 2016 and we used al-
most the Paris club fund 
to do this through nego-
tiation but we cannot in-
ject n1.5 billion monthly 
in paying our pensioners 
because this will be too 
much for us”

the governor, who de-
clared every 6th of May, 
as ‘imo Freedom Day’  
said that  each council 
area in the state would 
receive an additional 
sum of n20 million on 
top of the n10million 
already made available  
to each of them  to fast  
tract  grassroots trans-
formation”.
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I
n a few days’ time, the Trump 
administration will mark its 
100 days in office. To what 
extent President Donald 
Trump has so far been able 

to successfully focus on fulfilling his 
electoral promises to the American 
electorate is neither here nor there. 
One thing that is, however, clearly 
identifiable  and deeply entrenched 
in the Trump administration’s  style 
is Mr. Trump’s predilection towards 
demonizing his predecessor, Barrack 
Obama over every challenge that his 
administration has had to grapple 
with since its inauguration.

In the wake of recent horrific gas 
attack on civilians in Syria, the void in 
the Trump administration’s foreign 
policy became quite pronounced. 
Initially, the White House was 
unusually quiet in its reaction to 
the ugly incident. While the attack 
was swiftly and roundly condemned 
by leaders across the world, the US 
Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson, who 
was then on a visit to neighbouring 
Jordan disregarded questions from 
probing newshounds about the 
event, thereby maintaining his 
habitual quietness in the face of  

Donald Trump and Obama’s Shadow
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troubling global occurrences.
 When the Trump administration 

eventually found its voice, it simply 
laid the blame on Barack Obama. 
In what now seems like a routine, 
President Trump used the attack, 
which killed dozens of people, 
including children, to score a cheap 
domestic political point against 
Barrack Obama when he described it 
as a direct “consequence” of Obama’s 
Syria policy.

Till date, the Trump administration 
is yet to come out with an official 
position on Syria. Interestingly, prior 
to the Idlib attack, Paris has expressed 
deep worries over Washington’s 
inability to take a definite stand on 
Syria.  Indeed, after the gory Idlib 
event, French Foreign Minister, Jean 
-Marc Ayrault, vented his frustration 
at the confusing Trump’s Syria policy, 
arguing that the Idlib attack was 
carried out by Syria as a result of the 
Trump administration’s seeming 
none committed stance towards Syria. 
He said: “It’s a test. That’s why France 
repeats the messages, notably to the 
Americans, to clarify their position.” 
Really, the Idlib massacre only goes to 
underscore a deep hole in the Trump 
administration’s weak approach to 
Assad’s barbarism.

The same Obama bashing trend 
was taken to a rather ridiculous 
height when President Trump made 
unsubstantiated claims that Obama 
wiretapped him during the last 
election. This allegation has since 

been debunked by the chairman 
of  a  congressional  committee 
investigating the affair. Indeed, Mr 
Trump has been accused by former 
CIA Director, Leon Panetta of making 
the claim as a calculated diversionary 
ploy.

 S i m i l a r l y  Re pu b l i ca n  a n d 
Democratic leaders of the House 
Intelligence Committee have affirmed 
that they had no concrete evidence 
backing President Trump’s claim 
that the Obama administration 
wiretapped him. Curiously, when 
President Trump alleged that Obama 
ordered a wiretap on his phones 
during the election, he didn’t turn 
to the federal intelligence agencies 
for proof.

There is,  perhaps, no other 
event  that  por trays  President 
Trump’s obvious discomfort with 
Obama’s shadow other than his 
administration’s recent bungling of its 
controversial health care legislation. 
After the health bill hit the brick wall, 
President Trump characteristically 
figured out Obama as the key guy 
responsible for the premature death 
of his health bill.

Ironically, President Trump’s 
Republican Party controls the majority 
in both the House of Representatives 
and Senate. That he could not push 
through his first major bill in a 
government where his party controls 
the legislative is somehow puzzling. 
While he lashed out at the Democrats 
for not supporting the bill, one doubts 
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if the usually self confident President 
Trump ever deem it fit to approach 
members of the Democratic caucus in 
the two legislative houses for support. 
He was so sure that his party’s superior 
numerical strength in the two houses 
was enough to seal the deal.

Ironically, there were reports that 
he didn’t even make any concrete 
overture to the particular Republican 
caucus that was strongly opposed 
to the bill. At the end, President 
Trump unwittingly acknowledged 
his administration’s incompetent 
handling of the wobbling bill when 
he said: “We have learnt some hard 
lessons about negotiations through 
all this”. Certainly, a larger chunk of the 
lesson learnt would be that he failed 
to appropriately canvas for the bill 
before it met its waterloo. To highlight 
his gross disdain for the shadow of 
Obama, President Trump said that 
Obamacare offers nothing good for the 
Americans and will simply “explode” 
by itself. What simply meant is that, 
if possible, his administration would 
undermine Obamacare.

Funny enough, analysts have 
claimed that there seems to be no 
remarkable differences between 
Mr. Trump’s aborted health bill and 
the much vilified Obamacare.  In a 
nutshell, it wouldn’t do President 
Trump much good if he continues to 
make chasing the shadow of Obama as 
a key policy of his administration. The 
earlier he realizes that the elections are 
over, the better for him.
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M
alaria has long been 
one of the major 
killer diseases of our 
age. World Health 
Organization data 

show that as much as half of the 
world’s population is at risk. But 
roughly 90% of malaria cases and 
92% of malaria deaths take place in 
just one region: Sub-Saharan Africa.

Europe and North America live 
completely free of malaria. But 
children in Sub-Saharan Africa often 
suffer through multiple bouts of the 
disease before they reach the age 
of five. And children below the age 
of five account for 70% of malaria-
related deaths. Pregnant women 
who contract the disease can suffer 
serious health complications. 

The good news is that the fight 
against malaria has lately gained 
momentum, with infections falling 
steadily in most places and malaria-

Events marking the golden 
jubilee anniversary of Lagos 
State have commenced and it 

will last till May 27. It recently began 
with a special Musical Play, “Wakaa”, 
at the Muson Centre, Onikan, Lagos.

 No doubt, the anniversary, 
dubbed by the Co-chair of the Lagos 
@ 50 Planning Committee, Mr. 
Habeeb Fasinro as “a celebration 
of Lagosians, by Lagosians, for 
Lagosians” is a milestone event 
that ushers in a golden and unique 
opportunity to document and 
capture for posterity, in print and on 
audio-visual, different aspects of the 
history and progress of the State as 
well as the contributions of its icons 
and builders.

 Fo r  L a g o s,  t h e  n e e d  f o r 
celebration is pertinent. Of all the 
12 states created in 1967 by General 
Yakubu Gowon, only Lagos State 
has remained indivisible. Aside 
this, from inception till date, Lagos 
has continued to show the way 
forward in its commitment to a 
Nigeria where no one is denied 
opportunities for self actualization 
on mundane considerations. In 
fact, the poetic tag of Eko gb’ole, 
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related deaths down by 29% since 
2010. Progress can be attributed 
partly to innovations, including 
new rapid diagnostic tests that work 
in just minutes, more accessible 
and affordable anti-malarial drugs, 
and rising use of long-lasting 
insecticide-treated nets (LLINs). 
Greater community engagement has 
also helped, with popular musicians, 
media organizations, and religious 
leaders advocating for stronger 
action against malaria.

Senegal is one of the countries 
leading the decline in cases. Nearly 
86% of the population now uses 
LLINs, and most people have access 
to rapid diagnostic tests, as well as 
artemisinin-based combination 
therapy, which is provided for free 
by the government and donors. 
Community health workers, under 
the direction of an effective national 
program led by the country’s health 
minister, Awa Marie Coll-Seck, have 
played a pivotal role in enabling 
progress.

The results are impressive. In 
2001, nearly 36% of outpatient visits 
in Senegal were malaria-related. 
According to the National Malaria 
Control Program (NMCP), that figure 
stood at just 3.3% last year. Over the 
same period, malaria-related deaths 
fell from nearly 30% to just above 2%. 

ogb’ole (Lagos harbors all manners 
of people)   is a metaphor that quite 
defines the status of Lagos as a 
melting pot in Nigeria.

Lagos’ cosmopolitan nature 
makes it a basket of paradox. The 
burgeoning Mega City is home to 
all sorts of people. It is in Lagos that 
you get to meet some of the hardest 
working people on the face of the 
earth. But it is also here that you 
get to meet people who live on the 
fast lane and flaunt wealth without 
any visible source of livelihood. 
The former constitute bulk of icons, 
administrators, business mogul, 
literary giants, legal luminaries, 
social and civil actors currently on 
display boards across the state.

 The question might be asked, 
why the grand celebration? The 
State Government has decided 
to make Lagos Golden Jubilee 
anniversary a grand one because 
the ‘Center of Excellence’ does not 
do things in half measures. Apart 
from this, all indicators point to 
the fact that the metropolis has 
good reasons to celebrate. Lagos 
is already a megacity of about 
21 million people with a strong 
internal brand. If Lagos was a state 
in the United States, its GDP would 
be higher than the one of 14 other 
states, including New Mexico, 
Delaware, North Dakota. The GDP 
of Lagos State alone is already 
bigger than the GDP of Kenya, and 
bigger than the combined GDPs of 
25 other African countries.

 Inside the federated states of 
Nigeria, Lagos contributes 25% to 

its kind based in the Middle East, 
aiming to increase the resources 
available for development across 
the 30 least-developed and lower-
middle-income countries in the 
Muslim world.

One of the LLF’s first projects 
will be a $32 million malaria pre-
elimination project in Senegal. The 
LLF’s governance mechanism, the 
Impact Committee (of which I am 
an alternate member, representing 
ISFD), approved the year-one 
pipeline last September. The 
Senegalese government officially 
agreed to the project – a scaled-up 
version of the already-successful 
NMCP – in February. As a result, 25 
districts in five regions of Senegal will 
be helped in achieving malaria pre-
elimination, directly or indirectly 
benefiting nearly four million 
people (about 25% of Senegal’s total 
population).

I recently traveled to Senegal to 
assess the project’s progress. The 
other Impact Committee members 
and I met with Coll-Seck and other 
national leaders, who affirmed the 
project’s importance. The most 
moving part of the trip was our 
visit to the Deggo health post, in 
the suburbs of Dakar, where health 
workers and community volunteers 
explained to us their ongoing efforts 

became a law unto themselves 
and military administrations from 
the era of Gbolahan Mudashiru to 
that of Mohammed Buba Marwa 
battled endlessly to rid Lagos of 
their menace.  Oshodi, Charity, 
Mile 12, Ebute Ero and the likes 
used to be notorious flash points 
of nefarious activities of ‘Area Boys’. 
As of 1996, the number of ‘Area Boy’ 
operating on Lagos Island alone was 
around 1,000.  

From 1999 till date, conducive 
policy environment that deals with 
youth unemployment and phasing 
out of notorious flash points were 
used to tackle the worrisome ‘Area 
Boys’ trend.  Today, the ‘Area Boys’ 
menace has been systematically 
dealt with in the State

 The good thing is that, from all 
indications, Lagos has a very bright 
future. The present administration in 
the State is unrelentingly committed 
to the Lagos State Development 
Plan, paying great attention to all 
the four pillars of development as 
they affect the economy, security 
and the environment. Cheerfully, 
Lagos is now an oil-producing state, 
but in reality the government is not 
distracted by this. The focus of the 
current government is to ensure 
that in the next two to three years, 
the state’s IGR will account for 
100% of its revenue, so that it will 
hardly depend on the allocations 
from Abuja.

 The current administration 
operates on a policy of inclusiveness 
which is anchored on the principle 
that no part of the state is neglected 

to fight the disease. We left that 
meeting confident that the project 
possesses both the right skills and 
the needed commitment to succeed.

Investments in combating 
malaria, like those by the LLF, are 
among the most cost-effective 
health interventions, yielding 
broad socioeconomic benefits. 
A healthy child is more likely to 
attend school, resulting in improved 
learning outcomes, just as a healthy 
adult can earn a steady income, 
resulting in reduced poverty and 
hunger. Healthy workers are more 
productive, boosting economic 
output. Malaria-free communities 
can divert their health budgets to 
fight other scourges, such as non-
communicable or neglected tropical 
diseases.

Progress in the fight against 
malaria will mean progress toward 
several Sustainable Development 
Goals (the United Nations targets to 
which world leaders agreed in 2015), 
from eliminating poverty to ending 
preventable deaths in children 
under age five. If we are to win the 
fight, more financing from funds like 
the LLF, particularly in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, is the way to do it.

(c) Project Syndicate

in its developmental strides. In 
its economic transformation blue 
print, the current administration 
is keen to leverage on the arts, 
entertainment and tourism as 
well as sports to create a buoyant 
e c o n o my  f o r  the  State.  The 
administration also pays high 
premium on public security and it is 
not only supporting federal security 
agencies but has blazed the trail in 
community policing through the 
recently launched Neighborhood 
Safety Corps.

 S i n c e  w e  a r e  n o w  i n  a 
technologically driven world, the 
Ambode administration is working 
hard to move Lagos from a mega 
city to a smart city where technology 
will drive development, innovations 
and security. Part of the bid to make 
Lagos State a technology frontier 
and smart city is the recently 
introduced Lagos education sector 
computer programming tagged: 
‘Code Lagos’.  Coming on the 
heels of another recently initiated 
programme, tagged Eko n Keko 
(Lagos is learning), this is a pointer 
to the hurriedness of Lagos to use 
education as a veritable tool of 
socio-economic development.

 Surely, Lagos is presently 
moving in the right path and the 
future, no doubts, looks bright. But 
then, for Lagos to remain a leading 
light in the country and, indeed, the 
world, both residents every Lagos 
resident must abide by rules and 
laws of the land. Never again must 
we drag Lagos back into the ages of 
a ‘Jungle City’.
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The US-based Centers for Disease 
Control reports that, from 2008 to 
2010, the number of children under 
the age of five infected with malaria 
dropped by 50%.

Senegal is hoping to achieve 
pre-elimination (defined by the 
NMCP as fewer than five cases per 
1,000 people annually) by 2020, 
with the WHO certifying malaria as 
fully eliminated from the country 
by 2030. But getting there will not 
be easy. Senegal will need more 
resources, a stronger government 
commitment, increased support 
from development partners, and 
greater community involvement.

Against this background, the 
Lives and Livelihoods Fund (LLF) – a 
grant facility launched by the Islamic 
Development Bank (IsDB) and the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
– has joined Senegal’s fight against 
malaria. The LLF combines $500 
million from donors – including 
Saudi  Arabia’s  King Salman 
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center, 
the Qatar Fund for Development, the 
Abu Dhabi Fund for Development, 
and the Islamic Solidarity Fund 
for Development (ISFD) – with $2 
billion of IsDB financing for health, 
agriculture, and rural infrastructure 
projects. Administered by the IsDB, 
the LLF is the biggest initiative of 

the national GDP (or 32% to non-
oil national GDP) while being the 
smallest of the 36 states. Lagos is 
65% of Nigerian tourism, 50% of 
national port revenue, over 70% of 
international air traffic, and 50% of 
national energy consumption.  In 
the upcoming year, Lagos is poised 
to become the third megacity in 
the world just after Tokyo and 
Mumbai. That’s a solid foundation 
to build on.

 Fortunately, the State has a 
development plan and steadily 
but surely building a foundation 
for the progress of the state with 
varied futuristic public policies 
targeting development of state’s 
public infrastructure and utilities 
and at the same time focusing on 
putting an end to anything that 
could blight the development plan 
of the state.

 In terms of branding, Lagos once 
had a reputation of being a dirty 
and disorganized city. That was 
prior to 1999 when heaps of refuse, 
bloated death bodies, abandoned 
broken down vehicles and decayed 
infrastructure among other negative 
narratives were common features 
in the State.  Without doubt, 
succeeding administrations since 
1999 have positively transformed 
the profile of Lagos State. Today, 
nobody is talking about heaps of 
refuse again.

 One aspect of life that was also 
as interesting as it was dangerous in 
the State in the recent past was the 
menace of the ‘Area Boys’ (Street 
Urchins). At a point, these boys 
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S
idney Hook, an 
American philos-
opher of the Prag-
m at i s t  s c h o o l , 
once contended 

that “the teacher is the 
heart of the education-
al system”. If this is so, 
shouldn’t nations desirous 
of developing high-quality 
human resources strive 
to attract and retain the 
best brains in the teaching 
profession? The answer, in 
my opinion, is that they 
should. For, as Lee Iacocca, 
the American automobile 
executive who spearhead-
ed the development of 
Ford Mustang and Pinto 
cars while at the Ford 
Motor Company in the 
1960s, once quipped, “In a 
completely rational soci-
ety, the best of us would 
be teachers and the rest of 
us would have to settle for 
something less.”

Some countries of the 
world are already walk-
ing this path. In an article 
“Raising Teacher Qual-
ity around the World”, 
Vivien Stewart, senior 
adviser (education) and 

Where do Nigeria’s top graduates go?
former vic e president 
at Asia Society, reckons 
that “as countries face 
the challenges of a global 
knowledge economy that 
requires them to develop 
higher levels of knowl-
edge and new capacities 
in their students, they are 
focusing intently on ways 
to attract high-quality 
candidates into the teach-
ing profession”.

“ H i g h - p e r f o r m i n g 
countries build their hu-
man resource systems by 
putting the energy up-
front; they concentrate on 
attracting, preparing, and 
supporting good teachers 
and nurturing teacher 
leadership talent,” she 
writes.

Finland and Singapore 
are at the forefront of this 
drive. While in Finland 
teaching has become a 
highly sought-after ca-
reer – in fact, the number 
one choice of Finland’s 
best and brightest stu-
dents – Singapore selects 
prospective teachers from 
the top one-third of its 
secondary school class. 
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In these countries, “strong 
academics are essential, 
along with a commitment 
to the profession and to 
serving the nation’s di-
verse students”. In Finland 
(and Singapore and South 
Korea), 100 percent of 
teachers are from the “top 
third”. 

This can be replicated 
in Nigeria – across all lev-
els of education. Indeed, 
available evidence sug-
gests that this was once 
the practice in Nigerian 
universities, where top-
of-the-class graduates 
were offered automatic 
employment as graduate 
assistants, from where 
they proceeded to earn 
further degrees and grew 
through the ranks. But not 
anymore. 

Obadiah Mailafia, a 
former deputy governor 
of the Central Bank of 
Nigeria, in a recent ar-
ticle “What do the Nige-
rian people want?”, writes: 
“During our time it was 
the most brilliant minds 
who remained to teach 
in the universities. The 

average ones went into 
banking and the oil indus-
try. When the universities 
were brought to their 
knees by the semi-literate 
military junta, the best 
minds fled abroad while 
a good number went into 
banking and the oil and 
gas sector. Ominously, 
the plodders became the 
professors. It is a danger-
ous development. These 
were the kind of people 
who felt nothing about 
selling grades and hand-
outs and pestering young 
female students for sex 
in exchange of grades. 
Throughout my years 
as an undergraduate of 
Ahmadu Bello University, 
such a thing was never 
ever heard of. The sys-
tem collapsed after our 
time and the citadels of 
learning became, sadly, an 
open cesspool of cultism, 
whoredom and violence. 
Today, some of those who 
call themselves ‘graduates’ 
cannot pass the most basic 
of international literacy 
tests.”

But the rot goes even 
deeper. A pilot ICPC/NUC 
University System Study 
and Review (USSR) of cor-
ruption in the university 
system in 2012 identified 
a series of infractions in-
cluding admissions rack-
eteering, misapplication 
and emb ezzlement of 
funds, sale of examination 
questions, inducement to 
manipulate awards of de-
grees, direct cheating dur-
ing examinations, deliber-
ate delays in the release of 
results, victimisation of 
students by officials, lack 

of commitment to work 
by lecturers, and above 
all, sexual harassment and 
exploitation of students 
by lecturers.

However, the country 
may be on the path to 
getting it right if the re-
cently announced Nation-
al Youth Service Corps 
policy of deploying Nige-
rian graduates with First 
Class degrees to tertiary 
institutions as lecturers 
is properly implemented. 

At a two-day pre-mo-
bilisation workshop for 
the 2015 Batch ‘B’ NYSC 
programme in Kaduna 
recently, the NYSC di-
rector-general, Johnson 
Olawumi, announced that 
in order to properly mo-
bilise the right manpower 
to boost the education 
sector, “All corps members 
who graduated with First 
Class honours, Distinction 
degrees and Diplomas will 
be posted to tertiary insti-
tutions for effective utili-
sation of their manpower. 
The posting policy of the 
scheme is being vigor-
ously implemented for the 
achievement of the de-
sired impact. I, therefore, 
appeal to the authorities 
of all tertiary institutions 
of learning to reciprocate 
this gesture by accepting 
and offering them perma-
nent appointments after 
service.”

This policy will not 
clean up the whole mess 
in the tertiary education 
system, no doubt – partly 
because First Class gradu-
ates are not necessarily 
saints, and partly because 
the issues go beyond just 

Integral to mortgage 
business is the issue 
of risk which is borne 

mostly by the lender who 
gives away his money to 
somebody he knows only 
to the extent of the infor-
mation he has provided 
in his loan application. 
Because of this, the need 
to protect the money be-
comes very important.

In an environment 
where the mortgage in-
dustry is functional and ef-
fective, insurance is quite 
necessary to function as a 
lubricant oiling the engine 
of growth.  Both mortgage 
and insurance go together, 
and understandably so, 
because while mortgage 
is risk-prone, insurance is 
a hedge against risk.

Mortgage insurance is 
an insurance policy that 
protects a mortgage lender 
or title holder in the event 
that the borrower defaults 
on payments, dies, or is 
otherwise unable to meet 
the contractual obligations 
of the mortgage.

Investopedia identifies 
three aspects of mortgage 
insurance. These are pri-
vate mortgage insurance 

the industry and therefore 
will not understand the ef-
fect of their policy on the 
actual market,” she said, 
emphasising the urgency 
of an active insurance in-
dustry to drive the needed 
growth in the mortgage 
industry.

As a  step forward, 
mortgage insurance could 
come with a typical ‘pay-
as-you-go’ premium pay-
ment, or may be capi-
talised into a lump sum 
payment at the time the 
mortgage is originated. 
For home owners who 
are required to have PMI 
because of the 80 percent 
loan-to-value ratio rule, 
they can request that the 
insurance policy be can-
celed once 20 percent of 
the principal balance has 
been paid off.

(PMI), mortgage life insur-
ance, or mortgage title in-
surance. What these have 
in common is an obliga-
tion to make the lender or 
property holder whole in 
the event of specific cases 
of loss. Private mortgage 
insurance may be called 
‘lender’s mortgage insur-
ance’ (LMI) if the premium 
on a PMI policy is paid by 
the lender and not the 
borrower.

For these reasons and 
more, an active insurance 
industry is needed for the 
growth and development 
of a functional mortgage 
industry. The mortgage 
industry in Nigeria is still 
a fledgling and fingers are 
frequently pointed to an 
insurance industry that is 
not as active participant as 
it should be.

For some reasons, in 
this country,  in spite of  ev-
erything the people have 
learnt, policy is still shap-
ing the industry whereas, 
in advanced economies, it 
is the other way round- 
industry shapes policy 
because people in the in-
dustry are the ones imple-
menting the policy every 

day.
The mortgage indus-

try in United States, for 
instance, has been robust 
for decades and it is with 
continued activity. One 
is not however, saying 
Nigeria should replicate 
what happens in the US 
here, because Nigeria has 
its own unique charac-
teristics which must be 
recognised and respected.

What the mortgage 
players in Nigeria should 
do however, is to make 
the US system a base-line 
because this system repre-
sents the global standard.  
Adenike Fasanya-Osilaja, 
a mortgage and finance 
consultant advises that 
“we have to start learning 
that system and adapt it to 
meet our own unique cul-
tural system and unique 
needs”.

Nigeria needs to lay a 
very good foundation for 
mortgage industry growth 
to ensure that what hap-
pened in America in 2006 
with sub-prime mortgage 
crisis does not repeat itself 
here. The Nigerian Mort-
gage Refinance Company 
(NMRC) is a big possibility 

that can change and shape 
the mortgage system in 
this country and could 
also be an umbrella for the 
industry.

One of the high points 
of NMRC, as a secondary 
mortgage institution, is its 
long term, low rate global 
funds and, because the 
mortgage industry here is 
not yet buoyant, NMRC, 
whether it is succeeding 
now or not, can be a sig-
nificant tool in achieving 
these attributes of a work-
ing mortgage industry.

Fasanya-Osilaja be-
lieves the mortgage in-
dustry should be shaping 
NMRC and not NMRC 
shaping the industry, ad-
vising that the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN), 
through the NMRC, should 
be listening to the voice of 
the industry.  “Experience 
has proved to me that the 
CBN is quite ready to listen 
and learn. The problem 
here however, is that the 
industry has been rather 
passive”, she noted.

This industry has to 
be standardised so that 
global players, from global 
perspectives, could view 

the local industry from the 
perspective of NMRC and 
mortgage banking asso-
ciation of Nigeria (MBAN) 
and see something to hold 
on to in their investment 
decisions. Despite the cur-
rent challenges, the Nige-
rian economy could conve-
niently support the growth 
of the mortgage industry as 
the country is one of the 
fastest growing economies 
in the world where talent 
resource is amazing.

The mortgage consul-
tant advises further that 
Nigeria needs to under-
stand there is time for 
competition and also time 
for association and each 
is as critical as the other. 
“The only thing that will 
stop this industry from 
growing is over-regulation 
by people who are not in 

quality of teachers – it is 
nonetheless a first neces-
sary step in a journey of 
many thousand miles. 
Let’s first get the right 
quality of teachers. Our 
institutions of higher 
learning are today replete 
with accidental lecturers 
– some of whose only rec-
ommendation is that they 
knew someone who knew 
someone who knew some-
one – while some of our 
best brains on whom the 
responsibility of raising a 
sound generation should 
naturally fall are wasting 
their brains in sometimes 
unimaginable jobs and 
places. Same goes for other 
levels of education.

It needs to be stressed 
that building a high-quali-
ty teacher workforce does 
not happen by accident; 
it requires deliberate pol-
icy choices. Nigeria must 
therefore look to Finland, 
Singapore, and perhaps 
South Korea, for the best 
examples. No doubt, in a 
multi-sectoral economy 
where education has to 
compete with other sec-
tors for talent, attract-
ing the best brains to the 
teaching profession is not 
enough; efforts must be 
made to retain them. Of 
course, those efforts will 
come at extra cost. And 
why not? As Bob Talbert 
has let us know, “Good 
teachers are costly, but 
bad teachers cost more.”

PS: This article was first 
published in BusinessDay 
on Monday, Aug ust 3, 
2015. It is reprinted here 
without revision.
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F
irst it was a Jumia dis-
patch man who was mur-
dere d by s ome young 
men in Rivers State and 
phones in his custo dy 

s t o l e n .  W h i l e  N i g e r i a n s  w e re 
still recovering from the barbaric 
act,  another s et of young men 
conspired and murdered an Uber 
driver on April 9, 2017, in order to 
steal his Kia salon car.

T h e  c h i l l i n g  p re c i s i o n  w i t h 
which the dastardly act was car-
ried out shows the desperation in 
the hearts of some individuals, 
asking or begging for aid would 
have been much better as noth-
ing can justify the murderers. It 
is indeed a case of desperate and 
unreas onable individuals who 
want to get rich quick because 
they really didn’t need to kill the 
driver to steal the car.

Narrating how they plotted and 
carried out the murder, the two 
suspects said they met at Tantalis-
ers restaurant, planned and then 
called the driver, Ehobosa Alex 
to come pick them up. When he 
appeared, one of the victims said 
he tied the victim’s neck with a 
military belt, while the car was 
in motion and then they dragged 
him out of the car, stabbing, beat-
ing,  breaking his  te eth b efore 
killing him.

Th e  s u s p e cts  O s a ro  Egb om-
re w e n  a n d  M i c h a e l  E ye o e k p e 
had another accomplice, Destiny, 
who has absconded and still at 
large. According to Osaro, it was 
his first operation with them. “It 
was Michael that introduced me 
into it. He told me his boss wanted 
to buy a car and that we should 
work towards stealing Alex’s car. 
Around 8:00p.m., we called Alex 
and told him to come to the eatery, 
near Michael’s house.

“When he came, I and Destiny 
entere d the car  f irst .  Michael 
didn’t enter. I was holding the belt 
and I now tied the belt on his neck 
and passed it to Destiny. So, Des-
tiny dragged him out and I took 
control of the steering because I 
was the only one who knew how 
to drive. After killing Alex, we 
took his body and dumped it at a 
church around 10:30p.m.

“Michael now called his boss 
that there was a car for sale. After 
speaking with his boss, he told me 
the man was not around. He said 
we should look for a place to hide 
it. So, I decided to take the car to 
my village. It was while I was in 
the village that the police arrested 
me last Thursday,” he said.

Irekpen, who claimed he didn’t 
take part in the killing, said he 
washed his hands off the plot af-

ter they told him the driver was 
killed. “I didn’t follow them any-
where. I wasn’t even part of the 
plot. I only told Osas that my boss 
wanted to buy a car and we agreed 
to steal one so that we would sell 
to him. But when they went to 
carry out their plot, I didn’t fol-
low them.”

Meanwhile ,  i t  was rep orte d 
that the management of Uber Ni-
geria issued a statement that the 
deceased was a registered driver 
on their  network but  claime d 
that the deceased was not logged 
into its  driver ’s  App when he 
was booked and murdered by the 
suspects.

Uber Nigeria said “we can con-
firm that the driver was registered 
to use the Uber app, but he was not 
using the app during the time of 
the incident, therefore we have no 
reason to believe that this crime is 
related to Uber in any way.”

While  this  statement might 
be true, it might not be a clear 
re f l e c t i o n  o f  w h at  t ra n s p i re d 
because there are several cases 
of App malfunction experienced 
by both drivers and riders, and 
any one with evil intent can take 
advantage of it.

Towards the end of December 
2016, yours truly had an assign-
ment at Marwa Gardens, Ikeja and 
thought Uber would be a good 
way to get there,  and s o using 
my Uber app, I hailed a driver. Of 
course, it showed me my fare esti-

mates, details of the driver coming 
as well as the car. After calling and 
giving several directions, he got to 
Apapa where my office was- this 
was a few minutes to 10pm.

So we took off and started the 
journey, only for me to check the 
app on my phone and noticed that 
the trip had not started reading. I 
informed the driver, who told me 
that the app in his phone is hav-
ing issues; and so I asked what the 
solution was. He asked that I allow 
him use my phone, not a good op-
tion I informed him. After a while, 
he asked me to please cancel the 
trip from my end, (the app) since 
it is not reading. I then asked him 
how he will determine his fare; 
he said I could pay him what I 
wanted to pay.

And so because I had seen the 
fare estimates and also because it 
took us a little while to locate the 
exact place, I gave him the maxi-
mum fare for the journey in cash, 
because the trip didn’t even read 
in the first place.

Now, if I was someone with evil 
intent, I would have set up an am-
bush for the fellow and it would 
show the same at Uber’s end that 
the driver was not logged on (it’s 
doubtful if  such trips are s e en 
from the backend).

The murder of this driver means 
Uber needs to get its acts together 
and b e  more v igi lant  when it 
comes to protecting its riders and 
drivers.

A lot of Ubers’  woes started 
when cash transactions where 
approved; some drivers find ways 
to cut corners and in some cases 
they might tamper with the app 
( ‘Nigerians are smart’)  because 
most of the drivers are graduates 
and are smart with their hands.

If  as the susp e cts said,  they 
calle d the driver to c ome and 
pick from their location at Ogba 
it means they did so through the 
App, s o at what p oint was the 
app switched off? Probably the 
victims’ phone was switched off 
by the suspects because they had 
everything planned out to a pat.

One would have expected Uber 
as an international company with 
a high reputation and a lot at stake 
to ask the police for details, and 
also check the victim’s phone to 
see if any ride was booked and 
cancelled in his phone on the day 
of the sad incident.

As a technology company, Uber 
should have a sophisticated app 
that runs in the background and 
can be traced at any time from the 
back end, whether it is physically 
on, off, active or not- especially 
for the drivers because the issue 
lies with them.

Uber needs to pay more atten-
tion to its Nigeria market because 
of its peculiarity. This is the first 
time in the history of Uber, both 
locally and internationally, that 
an Ub er driver has b e en mur-
dered.

Focus

Death of Uber driver…. matters arising
MABEL DIMMA
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‘With Rivers’ amnesty there’s new formula for wealth, 
companies now penetrate dreaded areas without harm’
Guns went up in Rivers State in 2013 and companies fled. Now, the state government rolled out amnesty to over 22,000 armed youths with promise of a new life. The chairman of the Rivers State Amnesty Committee and 
Special Adviser to the governor on Amnesty, Ken Chinda, in this exclusive interview with Regional Editor, IGNATIUS CHUKWU, reveals why the armed youths easily trusted him and Governor Nyesom Wike to agree to lay 
down their arms. Excerpts:

W
h e r e  a r e 
we on the 
t i m e l i n e 
of the Riv-
ers  Stat e 

Amnesty Programme 2016 
(known as Rivers State Am-
nesty 2)?

We finished the gun sur-
render segment late last 
year. We are now on a spe-
cial one for Ogoni, for the 
people of the area alone. 
This is because when the 
exercise was conducted in 
2016, we did not see con-
vincing arms. They did not 
demonstrate enough sincer-
ity as regards the type of 
arms they brought out, so 
we declined to grant them 
amnesty because we know 
that there are flashpoints 
there. We also know the 
economic importance of 
the area. For there to be 
meaningful development 
and peace, and for there to 
be enabling environment 
for investors to come in and 
operate well, we needed to 
be convinced on the arms 
surrendered.

Also, we have started to 
see a lot of conflicts in that 
area; a lot of people cried 
out, and His Excellency the 
Governor, being a man with 
listening ear, ordered for a 
fresh amnesty exercise. That 
is where we are.

So far, we have engaged 
the people of Khana Local 
Council Area. We are now 
engaging the people of Go-
kana Local Council Area. 
Today (April 9),  we have 
sent out letters to the chiefs 
and people of Eleme and Tai 
Local Councils to make up 
the four local council areas 
of Ogoni. By next week we 
hope to have stakeholder 
me etings in thos e areas 
which will lead to the sur-
rendering of arms by the 
various groups there. It is 
very strategic in this exer-
cise. One; the economic for-
tunes of the area would be 
harnessed because Ogoni 
is rich in mineral resources, 
in agric and in high human 
capacity in terms of human 
development. Put together, 
the area is very rich. The 

professor of History, Ben 
Naane (UNIPORT) comes 
from there, the great activ-
ist, Ledum Mitee (MOSOP) is 
from there, and many other 
prominent personalities. No 
sane government can ignore 
such a place to be thrown 
into anarchy. And so, when 
the youths indicated inter-
est in genuine amnesty, we 
opened our arms to welcome 
them.

You know that Rivers 
State is key to the economic 
nerve of the country. Also 
recall that whereas oil fa-
cilities in other oil states 
of the federation were de-
stroyed, none took place in 
Rivers. This is because we 
have a listening governor 
who reached to the vari-
ous groups and made them 
understand that we cannot 
achieve much by destruction 
but by dialogue. Since after 
the state’s amnesty pro-
gramme, everyone can see 
the robust economic devel-
opment going on in the state; 
a lot of investors coming in. 
Almost all the local council 
areas are blessed with one 
potential or the other.

As we speak, there are 
investors in Etche area for 
agro-al l ie d industry.  In 
Abual-O dual,  this is the 
same thing. We have oil 
palm, garri, cassava, and all 
the associated products. We 
have oil and gas in Abual. A 
lot of companies are explor-
ing oil/gas right now in that 
area through their seismic 
operations. I am talking of 
new companies.

If you go to Emuohua, 
communities like Umuodo-
go, to Rumuekp e, Ndele, 
and others, investments are 
going on there. IDS is there 
as one of the new companies 
exploring opportunities and 
creating capacities for the 
youths to come in. The am-
nesty is already paying off 
in areas where it has been 
embraced.

If you go to Omoku before 
the amnesty, Total was in 
the process of creating six 
companies there but with 
the high rate of violence, 

they withdrew. Now, imme-
diately the amnesty came, 
those six companies came 
back. So, there are lots of 
new openings there. This is 
the same with Agip in the 
same Omoku area. 

As a matter of fact, we 
have a governor who is ca-
pable of holding the forte. 
With collaboration with the 
youths who are determined 
to make a living and having 
another credible means of 
livelihood, he is achieving 
peace.

What the youths want 
is employment. So, any or-
ganisation coming to invest 
in the state and creates em-
ployment, they are wel-
come to Rivers State and the 
youths are ready to support 
them. Rivers State is home 
to the economy. We are a 
non-violent people. So, in-
vestors are free to come and 
explore business opportuni-
ties. After all, we have a lot 
of tourist potentials.

What can you say about 
the creeks; it appears people 
have stopped travelling 

there?
It is not true that people 

have stopped travelling to 
the creeks. Before now, it 
was almost impossible to 
travel there except by chop-
per or use of NLNG boats. 
Those are things of the past. 
Immediately after the am-
nesty, in fact two weeks 
ago, I travelled to Andoni by 
boat. I frequent Okrika by 
boat now. These are places 
you could not have dared to 
go before now. In the cause 
of our engagements also, sea 
pirates came out to say, no, 
their activities are also af-
fecting the economy of their 
local government area; that 
companies that ought to give 
them jobs are folding up, 
no more jobs, no small con-
tracts. They decided to join 
the amnesty scheme and so 
we had pirates from Akuku-
Toru LGA, Bonny, Andoni, 
etc. Even the Movement for 
the Emmancipation of the 
Niger Delta (MEND), Rivers 
State chapter, keyed into it 
and voluntarily surrendered 
their arms which were de-

stroyed on the March 17, 2017 as 
part of the first phase. You can 
see that a lot of businesses in the 
marine sector are growing again. 
I know too well that some rela-
tions of mine who were out of 
job in the marine business have 
been called back in the past six 
months and they are all doing 
very well, expanding new hori-
zons, employing more persons.

What do you tell these boys 
that makes them to easily sur-
render and obey?

You see, one thing that this 
administration has is goodwill. 
They have the confidence of this 
governor. Fear is also a driving 
force. They also realise that in a 
recessed economy, the govern-
ment of Rivers State is still paying 
workers’ salaries and pensions to 
date, still embarking on people-
oriented projects as opposed to 
white elephant projects. They 
see quality projects, not one done 
by politicians but by world class 
companies like Julius Berger. 
People can see what the little that 
comes to Rivers State is doing. 
They are realising that if the state 
is peaceful, the governor would 
do more, that internally gener-
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work and earn a living be-
cause there is no free meal. 

Do you monitor if they 
are working well or they 
are being troublesome?

No, there is nothing like 
that .  They are  working 
well.

Anywhere in the world, 
amnesty has conditional 
clauses such that if a ben-
eficiary breached any, he 
would lose the pardon. Do 
you have that in the Riv-
ers version?

Yes, even in the law that 
created the amnesty, it is 
there.  If  you breach the 
terms and conditions, we 
withdraw the amnesty to 
allow the full wrath of the 
law on you.

What is the credibility 
line of this exercise; won’t 
some people say that the 
governor is known to them 
that is why he is granting 
them a soft landing?

I don’t know what you 
mean by that. If you be-
long to a cult group and 
when there is a clash, you 
go in to mediate, who are 
you mediating for? They 
will not trust you because 
they will  think you are 
trying to make your own 
group to have upper hand. 
One good thing we have in 
this state is that His Excel-
lency the Governor of Riv-
ers State is not associated 
with any cult group; from 
the University of Port Har-
c ourt  where he studie d 
Political/Administrative 
Studies or UST (now RSU) 
where he read Law, or any 
other activities in the sec-
ular world thereafter, he 
never belonged to any. He 
is a Christian, his father is 
a reverend, and his mother 
is a core Christian, nothing 
like cultism. This defined 
his life and so he was able 
to deal with these issues 
headlong. Note that before 
the Amnesty Committee 
was inaugurated, he took 
the fight to them; to Rum-
uelimin and Eagle Island 
where he demolished their 
houses.  Now, if he were 
to be a member, he would 
have had sympathy.

Now, I, as the amnesty 
c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n ,  I 
belong nowhere. I studied 
in Uniport, my records are 
there (U8813362 and my 
Post Graduate number is 
G95).  I  have no relation-
ship with cultism. I have 
the credibility to approach 
each cult group and talk 
to them freely. They will 
not say I am being biased 
trying to cover my group. 
There is nothing like that. 
The cult  b oys  know al l 
these things and they also 
g o  t o  c ro s s c h e c k .  T h e y 
have seen that the gover-
nor has no link and has no 
tolerance for cultism and 
the chairman (myself) has 
nothing to do with cult-
ism, they now trust what 
we are doing. They came 
out with all their hearts 
to respond to the call. Let 
us rebuild our state for a 
b etter  tomorrow. It  has 
paid off.

In this exercise, trans-
parency and sincerity mat-
ter. That is why wherever 
I go to talk with them, I 
h i n g e  o n  t ra n s p a re n c y 
and sincerity. In as much 
as the Governor is sincere, 
the amnesty committee is 
sincere, you the about to 
recant person will also need 
to demonstrate the same 
level of sincerity so that we 
can flow on the same page. 
You can see that all the 
places where amnesty has 
been embraced are peaceful. 
Where we have one infrac-
tion or the other, you can see 
the difference. That is why 
we are going back to Ogoni.

The incident that hap-
pened at Omoku few days 
ago is from the remnants of 
the group that killed the Po-
lice deputy superintendent 
of police (DSP) and his or-
derly during the rerun elec-
tion in the area. They did not 
embrace amnesty for one 
day, but as a government, we 
shall track them down be-
cause we cannot allow that 
one group to disrupt an area. 
Omoku is very strategic to 
the nation’s economy and 
we cannot allow anything 
that will destroy the place.

ated revenue (IGR) will go up and 
that revenue from the federation 
account will go up too.

You mean these boys reason 
this way?

Yes, yes, yes! Most of them 
are university graduates and 
understand the economic im-
plications of actions. They have 

seen that the governor is 
doing this, doing that, and 
that he is committed and 
has the political will  to 
change the state and give 
youths a new lease of life. 
They have keyed into this 
vision. Today, it has paid off. 
Before now, you dared not 
stand where we are now to 
be doing this interview. You 
would hear one blast or the 
other, especially today that 
is a weekend. We must tell 
ourselves the truth because 
it affected the economy of 
the state?

So, there is no reward to 
those surrendering arms?

As a government we do 
not give money to anybody 
to surrender arms. We can 
only give them opportuni-
ties. We want to conclude 
the Ogoni scheme. Right 
now, we have 22, 340 per-
sons. We will wait to add 
the number coming from 
Ogoni and know the total 
number to plan with.

These new companies 
going into the rural areas, 
do they contact the Am-
nesty office to negotiate 
access?

Yes, they do. There is this 
company in Abual area, 
UGHM or so, doing seismic 
work for the Nigerian Na-
tional Petroleum Company 
(NNPC). They came to us 
(through the Ministry of 

Chieftaincy Affairs) and 
invited our boys. They said 
they wanted to know how 
to go in and sought to know 
what the boys wanted for 
them gain safe passage. The 
boys said they wanted jobs, 
period, not money. They de-
manded to be stakeholders. I 
know that a number of com-
panies have also approached 
us on this. We say no way; 
the era of cash has gone. Do 
you have jobs for my people? 
They say, yes, and that is all.

Do you realise that a 
m o d e l  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o 
emerge of how companies 
can operate in the volatile 
Niger Delta region with-
out violence or without 
any fear?

Yes, if companies create 
the  r ight  opp ortunit ies 
or friendship with trans-
p a re n c y  a n d  s i n c e r i t y, 
what else do our boys need 
other than employment? It 
is not good that resources 
are harness e d from our 
environment and you see 
p e ople going away with 
them while you watch.

Are thes e companies 
comfortable  t o  employ 
ex-cultists and militants?

They are no ex-cultists 
or ex-militants, once am-
nesty has be en grante d, 
t h o s e  n a m e s  a re  g o n e . 
T h e y  b e c o m e  R i v e r s 
youths, provided they can 
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rules and regulations that are making it 
easy for people to loot and escape must 
be corrected by way of good policies or 
workable constitution; having experts 
or technocrats/professionals in politics, 
and people of integrity with track record 
in the police; Judiciary, Legislative and 
Executive arms of government.

What is your message to Christians 
at this Easter given the challenges in 
the society?

Some would say it will take a Nustrada-
mus to see the days Nigerians are in now 
under the APC-led government but God 
is greater than Nostradamus. Jesus the 
Lord of all saw it and showed it to me even 
before the present administration came 
in. When democracy came, also they said, 
‘oh! Now the military have deceived or 
destroyed us’. They said, ‘Democracy is 
better.’ I told them No! They should turn 
to the Lord; it is only the Lord that can 
make all things good. Although many 
organisations are failing now, Jesus said 
the gate of hell shall not prevail against 
the church. It is not that the church is 
better, but the foundation which is Jesus 
Christ Himself cannot be destroyed. It is 
made up of apostles and prophets with 
the Chief Corner Stone as the Word of 
God – Jesus. You can see that these words 
have come to pass. What is required of 

many people are exposed to funds they 
should not have been exposed to and 
they don’t have enough strong hands at 
the top to guard, monitor and deal with 
those that steal public funds. Look at the 
current fight against corruption, any 
conviction that is worth it? None yet; so 
it is not that they are running out of ideas, 
they know what to do, Nigerians are good 
at planning, at organising, at bringing up 
ideas or formulation of policies but bad 
(terribly bad) on implementation.

Why is it that corruption persists in 
the system?

It is because there is no punishment 
to act as a deterrent to committing crime. 
People do not see anything to fear that 
can discourage them from doing evil. 
The Bible says because sentence against 
evil doers is not carried out immediately, 
people’s minds are set to do evil. The 
result is people do more harm. The good 
ideas are there but if you bring them out, 
they will not work because the system 
is corrupt. I think they call it systemic 
corruption. We have to fight the cor-
ruption not the way they are fighting 
it which itself is deeply corrupt. I keep 
saying, mobilise the people, let it not be 
vindictive and let it be done in a way that 
people will be checkmating themselves; 
preventive measures put in place: all the 

A
re you satisfied with the 
political leadership of this 
country? Is the party in 
power running out of ideas 
on how to move the country 

forward; what is your take on this?
On the issue of politicians running out 

of ideas or how I view the APC is what 
has been said already. I told you that 
the air plane started well and flew off, 
immediately we got our independence, 
then crashed, till now it has not been able 
to take off again. Though, I have shown 
you the way out, APC, PDP, etc cannot 
make it except by the re-foundation of 
Nigeria; the foundation has been broken. 
The people who took over did not make 
proper preparations before taking over. 
They did not possess and exhibit what 
gave the colonial masters success, though, 
their initial intention was to keep colonis-
ing us. All that Nigerians should do now 
is to get the right people, not the selfish 
ones, not on tribal sentiment but people 
of integrity/good track record, better 
constitution and good training of lead-
ers, preparing them ahead of time. Put 
up a law by the National Assembly for a 
broad restructuring of the nation through 
articulated constitution.

In the Bible, most kings were selected 
through critical search for the best, e.g. 
Nebuchadnezzar, Pharaoh, they set out to 
search for the best, that was how Daniel, 
Meshach, Abednego, were discovered. 
They fished them out ahead of time, 
trained and prepared them with good 
constitution. I also advise that the name 
Nigeria be changed because of the vibra-
tion, it is not good for Nigeria but even 
if they do not want to change the name, 
with good constitution and good leader-
ship, Nigeria will still make it. Whatever 
else we are doing is just cutting off the 
branches on the tree and leaving the root. 
No nation can do better except its founda-
tion stands. I’ve said this earlier, God is not 
interested in whether you are a Christian 
or Muslim, whether you are military or 
civilian coming to rule, but the heart, the 
attitude or character. Without principles 
and discipline, nobody can really succeed 
or maintain success for long. So, whether 
APC, PDP or any other party, they are all 
made up of same Nigerians, the differ-
ence is that they are in different groups, 
basically looking for where to better their 
own lives. You can see how democracy 
is favouring politicians and politicians 
are making it now, just as militocracy 
favoured the military.

Do you think it is wise for INEC to 
have rolled out the timetable for the 
2019 general election two years before 
the exercise?

What the INEC is doing is in line with 
some other countries that are developed. 
You can even roll out the time table ahead 
of time. They have a place in our constitu-
tion that says nobody should campaign 
until so, so, period; but nobody may obey 
this thing unless they have the right kind 
of persons or enforcing institution at the 
leadership and the right constitution to 
operate them. There are many loopholes, 

Fight against corruption in Nigeria 
is not severe enough - Umunna

us now is to take heed to things I said in 
my recent message to the nation from 
the Book of Ezekiel etc: It is not that God 
is raising Boko Haram, some dangerous 
herdsmen etc, No; they are products of 
our bad society. But God can help turn 
them around and take care of us even in 
the midst of the prevailing famine as He 
did in the days of Joseph in Egypt. You 
can see that even those who have now 
are no longer at peace due to the whistle 
blowing policy and other policies put in 
place by government as  means of fighting 
corruption - whether they are winning 
the war or not, that is a different story. 
Those who do not have are crying, those 
who have are also crying; this is what we 
are into now.

Do you think that some of the chal-
lenges Nigeria is experiencing have 
anything to do with divine punishment?

The Lord Jesus said, ‘I have set before 
you an open door, that door you cannot 
see it unless you turn to Me’. Not I will 
set before you an open door, ‘I have set it’ 
like He set it for Hagar. She was looking 
for water, surrounded by water, her tears 
could not move God, it was that of her in-
nocent baby that God heard. God wants 
us to return so that he will bless us, return 
individually, return family wise, group 
wise, tribe wise, return in whichever 
form you may choose to return. Say No to 
selfishness. The Bible says in the book of 
Revelation that when God allowed what 
is happening now, many dying by famine, 
many dying by gun shots or fire or war, 
many dying by natural causes including 
diseases, etc. Instead of them to turn to 
the Lord, they began to rationalise, they 
continued claiming one reason or the 
other behind it. They did not know that 
God allowed it to correct them, to chasten 
them to return like the Prodigal Son. If 
Nigerians would not return at this auspi-
cious time when God has given a window 
to receive them; especially this Easter 
period, then they will have themselves 
to blame. The tension is mellowed down 
a bit. At least, Boko Haram, herdsmen, 
intense famine, currency devaluation, 
civil unrest, legal troubles here and there, 
some volatile things are calming down 
a bit. If they don’t return at this mate-
rial time, with this Easter, they shouldn’t 
blame anybody when another huge 
challenge comes up, perhaps, stronger 
than these. We all saw what little disease 
(meningitis) did of recent, they blamed 
it on heat which is its conductor but our 
negligence etc, they ignored. We all saw 
what little armies did of recent, they 
called it militancy whether in Niger Delta 
region or in the North or anywhere. God 
has given a little window, a little chance 
for us to amend our ways. May we do it 
individually, collectively or otherwise. So, 
I urge Nigerians, everyone, irrespective of 
religious inclination, to turn and return 
to the Almighty God, for He has made an 
open door. Our turning to Him will pay 
off and we will enter and go in and out, 
find pastures and glorify Him, which He 
intends that Nigeria be one of the greatest 
nations and not a pariah nation.

Bishop Leonard Umunna, general overseer of Bible Life Church Worldwide, in this interview with BDSUN-
DAY, spoke on the need for Nigerians to return to God by seeking his face, the political leadership in the 
country, why corruption still persists in the country, among other issues. Excerpts:

Leonard Umunna
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‘Why politics and Church are the only 
sectors that thrive in Nigeria today’
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A
re you satisfied 
with government 
attitude to agri-
culture since it ap-
pears the way out 

of the economic recession?
Well since the inception of 

this government we have not 
seen anything tangible to but-
tress that the government wants 
to help the economy through 
agriculture. This is because no 
nation can survive without 
spending on agriculture. Farm-
ers will go and borrow money 
at 14 percent or 30 percent to 
fund agriculture. It is not done 
in anywhere in the world. 

The present policy will not 
work. The only little change we 
had recently was the meeting 
poultry associations of Nigeria 
held with the then acting presi-
dent, Yemi Osibanjo where we 
explained to him that the poul-
try industry in Nigeria is at the 
verge of collapsing and he gave 
listening ears to our explana-
tions. At the end he constituted 
a committee to look into what 
we requested for as a palliative 
measure. 

This is because one of the 
major challenges farmers are 
facing is that they are no more 
buying birds because of the high 
cost of feeds and the two major 
components that feed millers 
use are Maize and Soya beans.  
The prices of these two major 
components have sky rocketed 
to the extent that majority of 
farmers sold their birds half way 
because they could not source 
money to continue.  

It is the same story for some 
of us in the Hatchery. We are 
selling at half price. That means 
we are not even recovering 50  
percent of our running cost. 
So, if government really wants 
poultry industry or agriculture 
in general to survive in Nigeria, 
they must formulate a policy 
that will make it real. 

Whatever we are doing now 
is just mere claim.  Let me give 
you an example; when we estab-
lished this farm, Gas was N125, 
but today we are paying above 
N200 to buy diesel. Then elec-
tricity tariff was little above N20.  
Today we are paying above N40 
and we have applied severally to 
government to formulate a new 
tariff code for Agro-industry 
but up till today as I am talking 
with you, we have submitted our 
request to Regulatory Authority 
on electricity, and DISCOs but 
nobody cares. So, how do you 

Sunny Ezeobiora

pay N40 and above and sustain 
agriculture in Nigeria?  It is not 
possible.

How can we buy gas at N200 
to sustain the industry in Nige-
ria?  It is not possible.  It is a ques-
tion of time for more companies 
to close down. No two ways 
about it, unless government goes 
into agreement with Nigerian 
farmers otherwise whatever 
that we are doing will not lead 
us anywhere.

On the importation of the 
feed components you talked 
about, is it tax-free or under 
what condition is one permitted 
to import?

Yes it is tax-free. It is a kind of 
guided importation that will not 
last for long. Government gave it 
as palliative measure to import 
those materials at N300 per a 
Dollar and few ship loads. It is a 
kind of tele-guided importation.

Before now what were the 
challenges poultry farmers 

faced?
It is a gradual thing. It keeps 

increasing. But the crisis in for-
eign exchange escalated the 
problem.  Twenty percent of the 
raw materials to make feed are 
imported. It is about 80 percent 
you can source locally.  But we 
must import and that forced the 
cost of feed to move high and 
you know we are in a capitalist 
country. Initially, the big guys in 
the industry used to import soya 
beans and maize, but they could 
not source Dollar to do so, and 
what that means is that all of us 
begin to rush to the local market, 
pushing the demand above sup-
ply the farmers that harvest the 
maize and soya beans begin to 
smile home with money because 
the market was flooded with 
buyers- both the big and small. 
At the end of the day those grain 
farmers benefited while we 
who make use of the produce 

are losers.
You said the grain farmers 

benefit; but they do not even 
have enough to sale in the 
market?

It is so because the govern-
ment is yet to think about mech-
anising the farming industry in 
Nigeria. For instance, if there 
is no mechanisation of grains, 
there will never be enough of 
such grains in Nigeria, and

Boko Haram scourge is one 
of the problems because some 
of the farmers are afraid to go 
into farming so we continue to 
achieve little. So if there is peace 
and tranquility in the North the 
number will increase.

On your own side, between 
when you opened the hatchery 
and now what is the journey 
so far?

It’s been very rough. When I 
started building this farm there 
was government pipe borne wa-
ter. At least, it was running two 
or three times in a week.  By the 
time we finished building, the 
whole tap had dried up and we 
were forced to be fetching wa-
ter from 9th Mile. In our initial 
plan when we did the feasibility 
study, we incorporated fetching 
water from government tap to 
run the farm. 

Now, we use two water tank-
ers to fetch water from 9th Mile 
and we use not less than nine 
tankers each day. And each 
tanker costs about N10,000 per 
trip. You can see what we spend 
only on water every day to keep 
the system running. That means 
we have to spend up to N100,000 
on water every day. Had it been 
that government tap is run-
ning we would not spend up to 
N20,000 each day. So our run-
ning cost is very terrible. Diesel 
and electricity tariff is very high.  
If agriculture must survive in 
Nigeria there must be less than 
4 percent bank interest. If not, all 
these things we are doing is just a 
waste of time as banks will con-
tinue to pressure the borrowers 
to refund money when they are 
still selling their produce at half 
of the cost. Under this condition 
how will they get the money to 
pay back?

Does the situation at hand 
affect your workforce?

Of course, yes; we have need 
to increase our labour force but 
the ones working are agitating 
for salary increment but the 
company is finding it difficult to 
pay them; so we manage what 

we have. We do not think of en-
gaging more workers to increase 
the work force and sometimes 
we contemplate discharging 
some of them so that we con-
tinue to pay very few that will 
remain.

How many workers of yours 
have been discharged as a result 
of the economic challenges?

Well, for now, very few. 
The essence of discharging any 
worker at all is to enable us cope. 
We are just trying to give more 
work to few that is capable, 
instead of keeping more people 
and fail to pay them.

In your own opinion, what is 
actually the way forward now?

The way forward is let the 
government call all the stake-
holders and listen to their 
suggestions which must be 
implemented, not like Nigeri-
an Constitutional conference 
where after spending billions 
of Naira, the recommendations 
were eventually kept in the 
cupboard. Nigeria is suffering 
today because people packed 
money into their houses. If 
opportunity is given to us, we 
will tell government what to 
do. If I am in a position, I will 
just denominate from N200 to 
N1000 notes.  After six months 
it will no more be valuable to 
those who have stashed money 
in some unimaginable places. 
Or if government can just an-
nounce now that there would 
be a change of the currency, 
you will see that all the money 
packed into houses will start 
coming out and the economy 
will change within six months. 
Yes, I know that some stashed 
dollars and pounds, but we 
must start from somewhere. 
I tell you trillions of Naira is 
packed inside people’s houses. 
If you say from now till August 
that from N200 will not be 
legal tender again, the govern-
ment does not need any other 
stimulation, the economy will 
stimulate itself and there will 
be control measures on Dol-
lars too. Nigeria should not 
be using multiple currencies. 
It is one of the things that held 
the economy down. As far as 
Nigeria is concerned no sector 
is working. The only sectors 
that work now is politics and 
Church. You either op en a 
church or enter politics, for 
these two are the only sec-
tors that thrive in the country 
today.

Sunny Ezeobiora, chairman, Sunchi Integrated Farms Ltd, Enugu in this interview with REGIS ANUKWUOJI 
spoke on the challenges being faced by those in Agri-business, the alleged lip-service being paid to ag-
riculture by government, how stolen loots can be recovered and why politics and church business now 
attract many patrons in Nigeria. Excerpts:
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Skye Bank debunks rift 
with Centrespread
S

kye Bank has 
distanced itself 
from a negative 
me dia  state-
ment, making 

the rounds which was 
released last Tuesday, 
April 11, 2017, purport-
ing to recover N1.4b loan 
transaction from Cen-
trespread, its long time 
media partner irrespec-
tive of its new partner-
ship with Grey, a global 
advertising player.

According to reports, 
officials of Skye Bank’s 
Corporate Affairs Unit 
however refuted the 
contents of the news 
release claiming igno-
rance of such being sent 
out from them or any PR 
firm retained by Skye 
Bank.

“I can confidently tell 
you that Skye Bank did 
not author or authorise 
that news release,” one 
official volunteered.

“As at this moment, 
we do not work with 
any PR agency or con-
sultant and there is no 
Charles Igbinidu, work-

ing for the Corporate 
Affairs Unit or the Bank, 
either as an in-house 
staff or consultant to the 
Corporate Affairs Unit. 
So, we cannot accept 
ownership of the said 
statement,” he further 
stated.

It would be recalled 
that barely a week af-
ter Centrespread an-
nounced its new affilia-
tion with Grey, thereby 
changing its name to 
CentrespreadGrey, a 
media statement titled 
‘Skye Bank determined 
to recover N1.4b Debt 
from Centrespread...De-
spite New Affiliation 
with Grey’ surfaced in 
the media in what ana-
lysts believe is a move by 
some mischief makers to 
douse the positive vibes 
engendered by the well 
announced affiliation, 
even before its proper 
take off.

Another official of 
the bank described Cen-
trespread as a valued 
customer and friend of 
the bank; “We are in 

Experts describe use of technology in 
government business as game changer

G
overnments at 
all levels must 
adopt e-gover-
nance in order 

to effectively serve the 
citizens, particularly the 
poor and most vulner-
able. Experts at the 67th 
edition of the Digital 
Jewels’ Information Val-
ue Chain Forum held 
in Lagos, canvassed for 
people to be more in-
volved in the design and 
use of public services 
to improve their well-
being, and stressed the 
need to increase public 
access to the Internet 
and promote digital lit-
eracy.

The discussion, which 
focused on ‘Technology 
in Government: Lagos 
State as a Case Study’, 
was led by Olufemi Odu-
biyi, Lagos State Com-
missioner for Science 
and Technology, while 
Adedoyin Odunfa, man-
aging director/chief ex-
ecutive officer, Digital 
Jewels Limited, deliv-
ered a presentation on 
‘Technology in Govern-
ment: A Game Changer?’

 Odubiyi said that a 
major purpose of the La-

gos Smart-City project 
was environmental se-
curity and the state gov-
ernment had recorded 
several logged incidenc-
es with the numbers 
on the increase. He ex-
plained that the Smart-
City project involved 
“laying fibre optic cables 
across the state, and 
building a metro-net-
work where parastatals 
are connected.”

The commissioner 
described the Smart-
City project as a transfor-
mation to be achieved 
through technology to 
ease the way of doing 
business, adding that 
it involved stationing 
of security cameras 
around the state which 
would bring together 
‘force-responders’.

He however, cau-
tioned about the threat 
o f  c y b e r - s e c u r i t y 
breaches to the critical 
infrastructure in the 
cyberspace around the 
city. He said the use of 
technology would make 
reporting of security 
incidents easy to reach 
and promote access to 
major stakeholders in 

the government.
On the deployment 

of technology, Odubiyi 
urged private individu-
als to partner with gov-
ernment on the use of 
technology to ease the 
way security incidents 
were reported as well 
as enhance exposure to 
capacity development 
and training.

In her presentation, 
Odunfa declared that 
though Nigeria had the 

not from us because we 
do not even work for the 
Principal in question, 
as at this moment”, he 
noted.

Lekan Ishola, manag-
ing director of PR Red-
line- the PR agency in 
the CentrespreadGrey 
Group- said the Group 
would not respond to 
media enquiry on the 
said material as they 
would rather concen-
trate on the task of deep-
ening and strengthening 
the CentrespreadGrey 
brand.

“These are exciting 
and busy times for us, 
business-wise and it 
not wise for us to dis-
sipate energy on issues 
that do not advance our 
new business focus. I am 
sure you know the mar-
keting communication 
world is waiting to see 
what revolution this af-
filiation can produce and 
we prefer to work hard 
at that objective; not get-
ting distracted by some 
idle peddlers of hate and 
rumour,” he said.

Timothy Oguntayo, GMD/CEO, Skye Bank Plc

business and our cus-
tomers of which Cen-
trespread is one, remain 
an important reason for 
our business success this 
far. Their success sto-
ries make us happy and 
proud and, even if we 
have business disagree-
ments, there are more 

efficient, time-tested 
channels of resolving 
such in the best interest 
of all parties concerned. 
Skye Bank is an ethical 
business and we can-
not malign any of our 
customers, for whatever 
reason”, he said.

Meanwhile, investi-

gations proved correct 
that no media relations 
agency is currently on 
Skye Bank’s roster, with 
the most recent agree-
ment ending some time 
ago and so far, it has 
not been renewed nor 
is another agency en-
gaged.

However, reports 
have it that the owner 
of the PR agency where 
the falsehood peddler 
used to work in Magodo 
area in Lagos state be-
fore he was sacked due 
to conflict of interest 
confided in an associate 
that his agency is not 
working for Skye Bank 
and so could not have re-
leased the material to the 
media. He categorically 
denied his involvement 
and that of his firm in the 
origination and syndica-
tion of the story.

“Our Agency values 
style, taste and elegance. 
Our approach to the 
business of PR will not 
allow us to issue such 
tasteless and inelegant 
content. It is definitely 

highest level of internet 
penetration in Africa, it 
was not among the top 
10 e-governance coun-
tries in the continent, 
according to the UN 
eGovernment Survey 
2016. She counselled 
that there was quite a 
lot Nigeria could explore 
and achieve with the use 
of technology.

She said: “Technology 
can be used not only 
to facilitate integrated 

policies and services that 
will allow access to a 
range of public services 
but to also improve stan-
dards of living through 
online service delivery 
which come in various 
forms such as tax sub-
mission and registration 
of businesses, reducing 
the administrative bur-
den on the public and 
private sectors and im-
proving transparency. 
E-governance effective-

ly deployed can have 
significant impact on 
poverty reduction and 
increase the efficiency of 
public institutions.”

 Odunfa was also of 
the opinion that open 
government data would 
make public institutions 
more inclusive, effec-
tive, accountable and 
transparent, where data 
would be made available 
online for free. 

In addition, e-partic-
ipation would promote 
participatory decision-
making and service de-
livery such as creating 
new engagement mod-
els through media and 
community mapping as 
well as seek partnership 
for shaping policymak-
ing through online con-
sultations.

The Global Informa-
tion Technology Report 
2016 states that the 
world is in the fourth 
industrial revolution 
where processing and 
storage capacities are 
rising exponentially and 
knowledge is becom-
ing accessible to more 
people than ever before 
in human history. 

L-R: Emeka Eboegbune, group head, Information Technology, First City Monument Bank Group Plc; David 
Isiavwe, chief audit executive, Union Bank; Adedoyin Odunfa, managing director/CEO, Digital Jewels Limited; 
Olufemi Odubiyi, Lagos State commissioner for Science and Technology; and Tony Egunjobi, head, Information 
Technology, Risk and Quality Management, First Bank, at the 67th Information Value Chain Breakfast Forum 
organised by Digital Jewels Limited in Lagos, recently.

SUNDAYBD 28 Sunday 16 April 2017C002D5556



29Sunday 16 April 2017 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH

SundayBusiness
‘CentrespreadGrey a testimonial to 
unwavering commitment to re-invention’  

C
hief Executive 
Officer of Cen-
trespreadGrey 
and one of Ni-

geria’s most success-
ful marketing com-
munications moguls, 
Kola Ayanwale has 
described the partner-
ship between Grey Af-
rica and Centrespread 
which birthed the new 
CentrespreadGrey as a 
demonstration of the 
readiness of Africans 
to foster seamless rela-
tionships that promote 
excellence across the 
continent.

In a chat with a team 
of journalists in La-
gos, Ayanwale noted 
that the affiliation be-
tween Centrespread 
a n d  G r e y  b e c a m e 
necessary to satisfy 
a growing search by 
discerning clients for 
strong creative market-
ing communications 
super markets that 
have the wherewithal 
to innovate and create 
disruptive marketing 
campaigns capable of 
improving the fortunes 
of brands in the in-
creasingly competitive 
market place.

He further added that 
the return of the Grey 
Group, which ranks 
among the world’s top 
creative, advertising and 
marketing organisa-
tions with an enviable 
global footprint, into 
Nigeria, at this point in 

Economic implications of Obaseki’s victory at tribunal

time, is a positive sign 
that the world still rec-
ognises the country for 
good.

“The most important 
value that the partner-
ship we have forged 
with the Grey Group 
offers is to the Nigerian 

business environment. 
In doing this deal, we 
(both Grey and Cen-
trespread) not only fur-
ther our business in-
terests but we pool our 
respective strengths, 
experiences, traditions 
and creative dynamism 

to provide a solution for 
a very acute need for 
Nigerian businesses, 
namely birthing time-
ly and cost-effective 
cutting-edge market-
ing offerings to break 
the clutter and excite 
the market”, Ayanwale 
posited.

Going down memory 
lane, he said in the Nige-
rian IMC landscape, the 
Centrespread history, 
over the last 35 years, 
has been sustained on 
the platform of unwav-
ering commitment to 
innovation, disruption 
and excellence.

“The Centrespread 
brand has today, at-
tained iconic status in 
the Nigerian marketing 
communication indus-
try because we have 
worked hard at un-
compromising and con-
sistent grooming and, 
as a result of this, we 
have remained one of 
the leading lights of the 
various revolutionary 
phases the nation’s IMC 
sector has witnessed,” 
he said.

“Nevertheless, we 
cannot afford to sit back 
and just enjoy the tag of 

being one of Nigeria’s 
most successful IMC 
groups of today. This 
is the right time to set 
to work to define and 
perfect how we want 
our brand to operate 
tomorrow”.

 Drawing an anal-
ogy between the eagle 
and the Centrespread 
brand, Ayanwale re-
vealed that in the last 
5 years, so much re-
invention had taken 
place in the life of the 
Centrespread Group 
in terms of sharpen-
ing business  fo cus 
and goals as well as 
harnessing of excel-
lent talents to connect 
with the market of the 
future.

 “Like the eagle, we 
withdrew to the war-
room, plucked out old, 
withering wings and 
have now re-grown 
fresh plumage. Now, 
the Centrespread Grey 
brand, like the stronger, 
sharper and nimbler 
eagle, is here, ready to 
explore and dominate 
the exciting Nigerian 
integrated marketing 
communications sky-
line,” he enthused.

L-R: Popular artist, Olamide Adeniji and the chief marketing officer, Sterling 
Bank Plc during a courtesy call to Sterling Bank Plc in Lagos recently.

A
pril 14, 2017 
marked 154 
days of Gov-
ernor Godwin 

Obaseki in office hav-
ing been sworn-in as 
the elected governor 
of the state on Novem-
ber 12, 2016 after being 
declared winner of the 
September 28, 2016 gov-
ernorship election in the 
state.

The day also marked 
197 days since the elec-
tion was conducted in 
the state by the Indepen-
dent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC). But 
out of the 197 days 160 
days was spent on chal-
lenging the outcome of 
the election by the Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
and its candidate, Osagie 
Ize-Iyamu as well as the 
Young Democratic Party 
and its candidate Nuru-
deen Inwanfero.

The Young Demo-
cratic Party petition was 
however dismissed by 
the tribunal as a result 
of professional defect 

and was also dismissed 
by the Appeal Court in 
Benin-City in December 
2016.

On January 7, 2017 
the tribunal commenced 
proper hearing of the 
People’s Democratic 
Party and its candidate 
petition.

Following the hearing 
of the petition analysts 
have seen it as a hin-
drance to the economic 
and political develop-
ment policies and pro-
grammes of the govern-
ment.

The governor had 
within the 154 days in 
office initiated economic 
blueprint to fast-track 
the transformation of 
the state to the number 
one economic hub of 
the South-South as well 
as the second largest 
economy in the country 
after Lagos.

Within the 100 days 
in office on February 
19, 2017 the governor 
enumerated some of 
the programmes so far 
to navigate the state 
from a core civil service 
state to that of industrial 
state to include the ini-

tiation of reforms and 
policies geared towards 
the actualisation of the 
200,000 jobs promised 
the people of the state 
during his electioneer-
ing campaign.

Obaseki also identi-
fied 200 Agriprenuers 
to utilise 5,000 hectares 
of land for the cultiva-
tion of maize and other 
arable crops.

The vision was con-
cretised last Saturday 
with the formal launch 
of the Agriprenuers pro-
gramme at Sobe com-
munity in Owan West 
Local Government Area 
of the state.

The governor during 
the formal launch of 
the programme said the 
maize cultivation will 
directly empower 200 
agripreneurs to become 
millionaires

He said it was part 
of his administration’s 
Accelerated Agriculture 
initiative to create jobs in 
the state. He added that 
the first phase would 
target job creation for 
1, 000 agripreneurs 
through the cultiva-
tion of 5,000 hectares of 

maize farms across the 
LGAs in the state.

According to the gov-
ernor in one of the func-
tion in the state said” 
we are planning to pro-
duce 25,000 metric tons 
of maize this cropping 
season and a ton of the 
maize will sell for N150, 
000. We have begun 
to screen young entre-
preneur getting them 
ready to key into the 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) ANCHOR bor-
rower’s scheme. We are 
hopeful that in two crop-
ping seasons we should 
be able to produce 100 
young millionaires in 
Edo State”.

The government also 
embarked on the regis-
tration of unemployed 
persons in the Edo State 
Employment Scheme. 
As at today, over 70,000 
persons have been 
said to register for the 
scheme.

The governor further 
disclosed that his ad-
ministration has signed 
its first five mega watts 
power purchase agree-
ment out of the pro-
posed 50 mega watts to 

Peter Jackson, CEO of Grey Africa unveiling the CentrespreadGrey logo as part of activities marking the 
affiliation agreement between Centrespread and Grey, recently

boost power generation 
in the state.

“We are going to start 
with our first five mega 

watt and gradually in-
crease to 50 mega watts 
within the next one and 
half years.
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What providence catering 
institute brings to the table

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

W
i t h  t h e 
p e r s i s t i n g 
e c o n o m i c 
r e c e s s i o n 
i n  N i g e r i a , 

not helped by a tepid response 
from a dysfunctional polity that 
concentrates undue powers 
at the federal centre, youth 
unemployment has become a 
clear and present danger. Indeed, 
available statistics of the socio-
economic scourge are not only 
scandalous and scary but capable 
of sinking the tottering ship of 
state.

 For instance, according to 
recent figures by the Nigerian 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS), about 
15.2 million out of the youth 
labour force of 38.2 million, are 
either unemployed or under 
employed. That represents an 
unjustifiable unemployment rate 
of 48.24 per cent! Over the years, 
unemployment rate has risen 
from 5.8 per cent in 2008 to 9.9 
per cent in 2015 and eventually 

escalating to an all-time high of 
19.70 per cent in the last Quarter 
of 2016. This signals danger for 
the nation.

Sustained and sincere efforts 
at stemming this ugly tide by the 
private sector are seen as a most 
welcome development. And that 
is because the government cannot 
shoulder all the responsibility 
alone. That is where Providence 
Institute of Catering and Events 
Management (PICEM), Ibafo 
comes in. Established in August 
2007 at No 12, Victoria Street, 
Ojota Mrs. Alagbaoso Francisca 
(MNIFST) the medium scale 
enterprise is into the training of 
unemployed youths and women; 
especially those who have the 
zeal and enthusiasm to better 
their lives, specifically in the 
art of cookery and bakery and 
events decorations.

Students are also taught in 
such fields as events management, 
hats and beads making, rental 
services, fashion and textiles. 
The vocational centre was 
established with the vision 
to empower the unemployed 
youths. The course contents of 
their trainings are structured in 
such a way as to equip them to 
compete favourably with their 
counterparts engaged in white-
collar jobs.

To achieve its  laudable 
objectives, emphasis is placed 
on the practical aspects with 
the ‘do-it-yourself’ approach. 
Similarly, students are taught on 
the nitty-gritty of the outdoor 
catering so as to instill in them 
the requisite confidence and 

leadership qualities. And because 
of the partnership the institute 
has with the N.D.E the training 
of the youths permeates right to 
the grassroots so that at the end 
of the day they are able to stand 
on their feet.

It is in this wise, that the 
Institute usually takes part in 
external examinations such as 
the Food Hygiene Certificate and 
Diploma conducted by the West 
African Examination Board. In 
addition, it also organizes Trade 
Test which is conducted by the 
Federal Ministry of Labour and 
Productivity in collaboration 
with NABTEB.

The institute which began 
with 25 students has so far 
trained in excess of one thousand 
young entrepreneurs who are 
now proudly their own bosses. 
Little wonder that it has since 
become a household name in 
Lagos and its environs. But that is 
not all there is to PICEM. Besides, 
there is an arm for Owambe 
parties which provide catering 
services (local and foreign 
cuisines), event decorations for 
social events and occasions. 
These include weddings, house-
warming, graduation parties and 
town hall meetings.

O n e  a re a  w h e re  i t  h a s 
distinguishe d its elf  is  the 
p ra g m at i c  a n d  p ro f i t ab l e 
p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e 
N a t i o n a l  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f 
E m p l o y m e n t  ( N D E )  a n d 
Providence Resources Ltd. This 
came to the fore, precisely in 
August 2010 when the Catering 
arm of the latter held its 3rd 

Graduation /Matriculation 
ceremony for its graduands and 
new students respectively. The 
event which took place then 
at the Association of Friends 
Events Centre, Maryland, Lagos 
drew dignitaries which included 
Mrs. Odunwa Stella, the state 
c o ordinator of N.D. as the 
Chairperson.

What she said back in 2010 
rings true today as it serves as 
a lesson to other entrepreneurs.

S h e  w a s  i m m e n s e l y 
delighted at the fruitfulness 
of the partnership between 
them as it was in fulfillment 
of the mandate of the Federal 
G o ve r n m e n t  A g e n c y.  S h e 
explained that many youths, 
including fresh university 
g r a d u a t e s ,  w h o  w o u l d 
otherwise have been roaming 
the streets in search of jobs in 
the public and private sectors 
were being empowered to look 
inwards. Through Providence 
Institute they get the necessary 
skills in line with their talents to 
become not only self-employed 
but employers of labour too.

She op enly extolle d the 
sterling attributes of the Rector 
which include “hard work, 
creativity and doggedness of 
spirit in the face of mounting 
odds to succeed”. And on her part, 
Alagbaoso while speaking with 
the graduands then enthused: 
“You have fought the good fight, 
you have finished the race, so go 
forth and conquer… Do not let the 
conditions of your environment 
weigh you down from achieving 
success. Be hungry for it, work 

for it and you will achieve 
it”.

It would be recalled that 
b oth the World Bank and 
t h e  I n t e r n at i o n a l  L ab o u r 
Organisation (ILO) had raised 
a timely alarm back in the 
s a m e  2 0 1 0  t h at  N i g e r i a’ s 
u n e m p l o y m e n t  r at e  h a d 
assumed an explosive time-
bomb situation. Also, in August 
2011, both Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala and Dr. Olusegun Aganga, 
two respected economists who 
were then at the driving seat of 
Nigeria’s economy, lamented the 
situation.  The latter said then 
that: “The poverty we have in 
Nigeria is unemployment-driven. 
It is too much. Unemployment is 
in the range of 21.1 percent. Out 
of this, 80 percent are in the age 
bracket of 15-24 years.

F r o m  t h e  f o r e g o i n g , 
solving the endemic youth 
u n e m p l o y m e n t  c h a l l e n g e 
would demand all hands to be 
on deck.  Government has to 
scale up its efforts at providing 
the enabling environment with 
stable infrastructure, while 
banks and endowed individuals 
should provide the much-needed 
credits facilities to kick-start the 
latent, veritable ideas, wasting 
away due to lack of funds. And 
those who take the plunge 
should borrow a fresh leaf from 
Providence Catering Institute, 
as partnerships and an undying 
focus on the goals set would see 
the vision bear the desired fruits.

Affordable housing: Get up to N5m equity free 
from NHF as FMBN gets half a trillion naira

Akhigbe Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  PropertyLogic 
Incorporated/Business 
Coach &  Seminar Speaker/
Expert in Business & Property 
Law. / Email: propertylogic.
incorporated@gmail.com/www.
propertylogicincorporated.
com/+234-8034846284.
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B
etter days are here again 
as the Federal Mortgage 
Bank gets a boost with the 
approval of half a trillion 

naira by the Federal Government.
These are surely better days 

for the Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria and Nigerians in general. 
The Federal Minister of Power, 
Works and Housing, Babatunde 
Raji Fashola (SAN) has said at sever-

al fora that the Housing sub-sector 
would experience very auspicious 
transformation under his watch.

Fashola is not a man that is 
known for frivolous pronounce-
ments without effect. His laudable 
transformatory endeavours in 
Lagos set the pace for the amaz-
ing development that is now the 
envy of first line cities elsewhere 
in the world. Personally, I kept 
faith alive on Fashola in his early 
bumpy days on the saddle of the 
three-in-one ministry despite all 
odds. For those that are not abreast 
with the dynamics and the unusual 
bottlenecks that follow decision 
making and execution at the level 
of Federal Ministries; the minister 
was a round peg in a square hole. 
They said he didn’t have the ca-
pacity to paddle the canoe of this 
ministry and subsequently called 
for his head.

For those that have worked 

closely with Fashola, they know 
he is a meticulous planner. He likes 
to dot his ‘I’s and cross his ‘T’s. This 
unusual mien is what is playing 
out at the Federal Mortgage Bank 
of Nigeria; a parastatal institution 
under the supervision of the Hous-
ing arm of his Ministry. Fashola’s 
critics were proved wrong when 
his junior Minister in the ministry; 
Mustapha Baba-Shehu; minister 
of State for Power, Works and 
Housing announced while on a 
working visit to a National Hous-
ing Project site in Lafia, Nasarawa 
State in North Central Nigeria that 
the Federal Government has made 
half a trillion available as financial 
lifeline for the Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria, the outfit saddled 
with the responsibility to House the 
middle and low income earners to 
discharge on its obligation and re-
duce the Housing deficit currently 
put at over 17 million.

According to Baba-Shehu, the 
Federal Government has provided 
N500 billion to resuscitate the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria  
to make mortgage facilities eas-
ily available to Nigerians. This 
certainly is a major breakthrough 
for the teeming Nigerians who are 
painstaking contributing to the 
National Housing Funds scheme.

“The resuscitation of the bank 
with N500 billion will provide the 
institution with adequate funds to 
provide mortgage facilities to inter-
ested Nigerians,” the minister said.

In a bid to make access to Hous-
ing more affordable to the very low 
income earners; the Federal Gov-
ernment has recently directed the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 
to waive the payment of 10 percent 
equity on mortgages below N5 
million. This is expected to greatly 
transform the low income earners 
from tenants to home owners,” 

according to the minister of state.
With this very laudable effort 

on the part of the Federal Govern-
ment, Nigerians both in the Formal 
and Informal sectors are expected 
to take advantage of this very rare 
opportunity to realise their Hous-
ing dreams by enrolling themselves 
through any of the available win-
dows. Better days are here again for 
Nigerians. Kudos the Honourable 
Minister for this pragmatic step!
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T
he average human 
forecaster is no bet-
ter than a monkey 
throwing darts . 

Evolutionarily, we have de-
veloped a simple three-dial 
system for making decision: 
Do I see a huge dangerous 
predator? Yes, run. Maybe, 
stay alert/run. No, relax. 
Whenever we do venture 
into predictions, it’s with 
a vague vocabulary filled 
with rubbery words: may, 
soon, highly likely, unlikely, 
The statement “Greece may 
default in the near future” re-
ally doesn’t mean anything: 
may is completely uncertain, 
and the near future unspe-
cific.

The good judgment proj-
ect is and was an immense 
study funded and organised 
by the IARPA, an intelli-
gence version of DARPA 
established to drastically 
improve the quality of pre-
dictions produced by the 
intelligence community (IC). 
The study examined the 
predictions of thousands 
of “ordinary” people in re-
sponse to specific questions 
about world events in the 
future months. The results 
of the study yielded a group 
known as “superforecasters”, 
those with an extraordinary 
ability to predict the future.

Superforecasting is an 
easy journey through the 

probabilistic and experimen-
tal traps that impinge our 
ability to anticipate the fu-
ture. Sensational title aside, 
the book is far less focused 
on cultivating superhuman 
ability than on understand-
ing limits - a refreshing de-
parture from the impossible 
promises that usually fester 
in the margins between pop 
science and self-help.

When I saw Philip Tet-
lock, writer of “Expert Po-
litical Judgment” (which is 
one of my all-time favor-
ite books), had found fruit-
ful forecasting techniques 
and had worked with Dan 
Gardner (author of “Future 
Babble”, which is I also really 
like), I had high expectations. 
I think that the collaboration 
led to a book that was much 
clearer and straightforward, 
but at the cost of the nuance 
that makes “Expert Politi-
cal Judgment” an absolute 
triumph. 

One of the best books I 
have read in a while. This 
book does a great job outlin-
ing ways to improve decision 
making by making forecast-
ing into a science. It does 
a good job presenting this 
information in the form of 
stories and quips that keep 
you interested and coming 
back for more. I believe it will 
be very easy to apply what 
you have learned in the book 

Learning the art of predictions 
as a tool for business (4)

to everyday life to become a 
better person.

Superforecasting: The 
Art and Science of Predic-
tion is a wonderful read on 
a fascinating subject which 
we all do to some degree 
every single day of our 
lives - forecasting. Tetlock 
and Gardner paint the pic-
ture of why we struggle at 
predicting uncertain things 
and illustrate several ways 
we can improve our abilities 
to improve in this area. For 
example, if you are work-
ing in a basketball, football 
or any sports organisation, 
one of the core elements of 
your job is forecasting how 
players may perform in a 
different offensive system, 
defensive system, with dif-
ferent teams and in several 
scenarios.

“Now you can predict 
the lottery numbers.” No 
pressure.

This book is not that type 
of book, but it is still worth 
the read to those of us who 
feel the need to quantify 
everything. The book docu-
ments the inaccuracy of 
TV pundits and, through a 
website in which anyone 
can make quantifiable fore-
casts, tracks the accuracy of 
forecasters on key economic 
and world issues. Through 
a scoring system, the super 
forecasters are identified and 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

studied.
 Quotes from Superfore-

casting
“For scientists, not know-

ing is exciting. It’s an oppor-
tunity to discover; the more 
that is unknown, the greater 
the opportunity.” 

“If you don’t get this el-
ementary, but mildly un-
natural, mathematics of el-
ementary probability into 
your repertoire, then you go 
through a long life like a one-
legged man in an ass-kicking 
contest.” 

 You can contact me for 
business advisory services 
and training - send me a mes-
sage via WhatsApp or SMS..

 

Love in the market place

W
i t h  a l l 
my years 
o f  d o i n g 
b u s i n e s s 
and being 

in the marketplace, I rarely 
hear discussions among 
participants in the market-
place about expressing love. 
People are on the outlook 
on how they can outwit 
each other all the time. Just 
imagine your hopes and 
expectations were focused 
on a contract about to be 
awarded to you, and your 
family already salivating on 
the CHANGE coming in your 
family finances. Suddenly, 
your world comes crashing 
down, hopes are dashed and 
expectations vaporised, be-
cause the contract has been 
awarded to another. I am 
almost very sure that there 

would be no dried eyes and 
emotions would go wild. At 
such times there is no room 
for joy in the heart of such a 
person. His competitor dares 
not pass his way at such 
times. If the “Heartometer” 
was to be placed on your 
heart, it would be reading 
MURDER. That is the nature 
of the place we are talking 
about, MARKETPLACE!

Truly, this is a place where 
it is difficult if not impossible 
to practise LOVE. You can go 
to orphanages and do that 
effortlessly, or go to hospitals 
and tears will flow because 
of the pains you feel for oth-
ers as a result of your love 
for them, but not in the mar-
ketplace. But why not in the 
marketplace? There is no bet-
ter place to practise our claim 
of LOVE if not in the market. 
If you win with love in the 
marketplace you can practise 
LOVE anywhere else. The 
system of the world tells us 
that marketplace is a place 
where “dog eats dog”, where 
word for MERCY cannot 
be found in the dictionary. 
You carry MURDER in your 
hearts without you knowing, 
armed with sophisticated 
weapons of destruction in 
cash and in kind to see that 
your enemies- competitors 

fail. 
The mere thought that 

others take from you what 
is clearly yours leaves you 
seething with rage, ready to 
kill and maim. But for us to 
succeed in the marketplace 
or in life generally, our un-
derstanding, mentality must 
be opposite to the mentality 
of the world, otherwise we 
condescend to their level of 
wanton destruction which 
will cost us what we didn’t 
bargain for- that is our SOUL. 
What makes believers de-
scend this low into forsaking 
the admonition on LOVE is 
the fact that we lose sight of 
the “modus operandi” of the 
kingdom of God. We have 
forgotten that our approach 
to achieving great result 
should not be the same ap-
proach the world uses. We 
forget easily our identity that 
without LOVE our Faith can 
never work. Every time we 
lose sight of this, Satan wins. 
He manufactures situations 
that make us loose site of the 
nature we carry, the nature 
of LOVE. When you fall for 
this lie you lose divine help. 
Divine help comes when we 
operate divine principles. 
Nobody has to come down 
for you to go up. That you 
lost a job or contract does not 

mean you have lost in life. 
We easily forget who God is 
to us, that the EARTH is His 
and the fullness therefore. 
We forget that “the cattle 
upon a thousand hills are His. 
We must remember that the 
silver and the gold they are 
His. Armed with this truth in 
the marketplace you become 
carefree and unconcerned 
about your losses. 

You celebrate losses, you 
rejoice at the site of fail-
ures. You are happy and 
blessed that others got the 
job/contract you bided for 
because you know that they 
will celebrate yours too. The 
most important truth is that 
it is not just one job that is 
meant for you, rather there 
are many great jobs looking 
for you. It is not one contract 
that is meant for you there 
are many great contracts 
waiting for you. It is not one 
opportunity that is available 
to you; there are many great 
opportunities for you. Begin 
to pray for your competitors, 
be happy and loving when 
they get it and you missed 
it. As you do this, the divine 
hands of God lifts you up 
because the faith that works 
in the marketplace is the 
faith that is rooted in LOVE. 
Remain blessed.

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

SpiritonomicS Anchor borrowers’ 
programme: Open letter 
to Southwest governors

Samuel, a journalist, 
media consultant, public 
analyst, writes from Abuja

Idowu Samuel

N
igerians, by now, 
should be suffi-
ciently convinced 
that the economic 

recession gripping their coun-
try for some months is a bless-
ing in disguise. If anything, 
the recession has re-invented 
the worldview of the govern-
ments both at the federal 
and state levels on economic 
issues, infusing into them the 
creativity and vision meant to 
lead Nigeria out of the woods.

For years, Nigerians have 
been paying lip service to 
the idea of economic diver-
sification as a means to avoid 
over-dependence on oil re-
sources. This omission has 
entailed some fatal conse-
quences which ultimately 
advanced the coast of social 
vices; corruption, widespread 
poverty, insecurity, gangster-
ism, terrorism, inter-ethnic 
wars and others in Nigeria. 
Over-dependence on petro 
dollars threatened to shut 
down the Nigerian system, 
making imminent collapse 
of the federation a possibility.

The present government 
headed by President Muham-
madu Buhari, however, came 
to the rescue by embracing 
diversification as a measure 
for catalyzing the growth of 
the economy. Since the past 
two years, the government’s 
attention is focused on de-
veloping the non-oil sector 
with perceived aggression, 
anchoring its energy, first 
on agriculture. This has paid 
off as the emerging results 
continue to assume a magical 
impression.

The process of economic 
recovery began when the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
spearheaded the agenda to 
turn agriculture into revolu-
tion. President Muhammadu 
Buhari added the impetus af-
ter launching the programme 
in Kebbi State on November 
17, 2015. The President told 
Nigerians that his govern-
ment would stick to the ban 
on the importation of rice 
and other food items over 
which Nigeria has always 
had comparative advantage 
on production. Hitherto, Ni-
geria, annually, was spending 
over N1 trillion to import food 
items.

The CBN invented the An-
chor Borrowers’ Programme, 
and for a start, deployed N220 
billion Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises Develop-
ment Fund (MSMEDF) to 
mobilise only eager farmers.  
Through MSMEDF, farmers 
have been obtaining loans 
from the banks to grow rice, 
wheat and other produce. At 
the end, harvested produce 
by every farmer is sold to an 
anchor (a private large-scale 

integrated processors) at an 
agreed price. Through this 
arrangement, brokered by 
the government, farmers gain 
all the way, losing nothing. 
Farmers who specialise in 
the planting of rice, wheat, 
tomatoes and others have 
been smiling to the banks. 
The Ministry of Agriculture 
has started documenting 
many of them who have truly 
emerged as millionaires in less 
than a year of active engage-
ment. Kebbi State is said to 
have produced more of rural 
farmers who have suddenly 
become millionaires! This is 
so as neighbouring countries 
queue-up to buy made-in-
Nigerian rice!

Interestingly, the Anchor 
Borrowers’ Programme by 
the CBN has literally been 
reversing the rural-urban 
migration that had for years 
put pressures on major Nige-
rian cities. Idle Nigerians in 
states like Kebbi, Adamawa, 
Cross River, Ebonyi, Jigawa, 
Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Niger, 
Plateau, Sokoto and Zamfara 
are increasingly migrating to 
their respective villages to 
grow rice and wheat. This, to 
demographers is a means of 
attaining perfect population 
redistribution.

The widening success 
story in the agriculture sec-
tor in Nigeria with seemingly 
concentration of efforts in 
the north and some states in 
the south-east is no doubt a 
wakeup call for all the gov-
ernments in the south-west 
zone of Nigeria. Southwest 
governors should have im-
mediately enlisted in the An-
chor Borrowers’ Programme 
to mobilise farmers in their 
zone to be part of the on-going 
agriculture revolution in the 
country.

It is important to stress to 
the governors in the south-
west that the ambition by the 
government of Nigeria to at-
tain a feat in surpassing Thai-
land, Vietnam and Taiwan 
as largest exporters of rice 
before 2019 is an opportunity 
that should not elude farmers 
in the zone, at any rate. Also, 
if the Federal Government 
plans to raise 20 million jobs 
through agriculture alone by 
the end of 2018, the south-
west zone should latch on to 
that by mobilising its youths 
to be part of the deal.

Unarguably, the south-
west has a lot to offer Nige-
ria as agriculture revolution 
remains in the front burner 
on the diversification agen-
da. The zone is blessed with 
untapped workforce and 
most fertile land in the West-
African sub-region.
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StarTimes identifies innovation, superior 
tech as forte of network African expansion

P
ay TV network, Star 
Times Nigeria says it 
has continued to grow 
stronger and expand 
its footprint across the 

African markets owing to its 
dogged commitment to innova-
tion, superior technology and 
rich entertainment program for 
viewers. 

 The company’s Chief Operat-
ing Officer, Tunde Aina, accord-
ing to a statement who disclosed 
this in a recent chat, emphasized 
that the company strives to be 
an international media giant 
with global influence.

 “We have continued to 
grow stronger and cover more 
grounds across Africa starting 
with two countries and now in 
over thirty countries and very 
active in over 15. Our success 
story is fuelled by a strong be-
lief and investment in cutting 
edge technology, life-enriching 
innovations and quality tele-
vision entertainment content 
for our viewing families and 
households. As a viewers’ 
driven business, we have con-
sistently churned out different 
exciting products and offerings 
to afford our viewers more flex-
ibility and enriched viewing 
options.

 Beyond providing very in-
teresting and affordable TV 
experience, StarTimes provides 
many ground-breaking and in-
novative products like the 2-in-
1 combo decoder, Digital TV 
(with inbuilt decoder), projec-
tor TV which have largely en-
hance pleasurable viewing and 
boost the industry.

 “In just seven years, more 
people can now afford to enjoy 
digital television that would 
otherwise have been impos-
sible. We have given opportu-
nities to many local channels 
to start broadcasting localised 
content at minimal cost, we 

have created more than 2,000 
direct jobs and more than 
20,000 indirect jobs. We have 
enabled new opportunities for 
our actors, actresses and musi-
cians to showcase their talents 
on many more television plat-
forms and earn more revenue. 
We have stimulated compe-
tition in the pay-tv industry 
thereby making the viewers 
now spoilt for choice. Before 
StarTimes came to Nigeria, 
clean crisp clear signals could 
only be enjoyed by the elites as 
the masses had to make do with 
grainy pictures provided by the 
few existing analogue televi-

sion stations. We have changed 
this narrative and we intend to 
continue to provide our servic-
es to many more people at an 
affordable cost. As a platform, 
we offer local producers and 
stations opportunities to show-
case their offerings to viewers 
without interference as long as 
the rules set by the regulators 
are being adhered to.”

 
The StarTimes boss added 

that as the  digital terrestrial 
television operator in Nigeria, 
StarTimes has made pay-tv 
much more accessible and af-
fordable to the low and middle 
income class which comprise 
a greater part of the Nigerian 
population. Digital television, 
delivered either through terres-
trial or satellite in now available 
in every inch of Nigerian terri-
tory, people can now afford to 
enjoy a variety of entertaining 
programmes sometimes in their 
native languages. Information 
is now much more available to 
many more people, as you may 
know, information is power.

 On growth and network 
spread, Aina said the digital TV 
network currently have digi-
tal terrestrial signals in more 
than 80 towns spread across 
34 states of the federation. “Our 
next target is to cover the 2nd 
tier and 3rd tier towns and 

then possibly to the commu-
nity level. We recently rolled 
out signals in Daura Katsina 
state in December 2016 and 
we intend to roll out in many 
smaller towns before the end 
of 2017. Rolling out services in 
the rural areas is very challeng-
ing as even accessibility is a big 
issue.  Another issue is that be-
cause rural areas are inhabited 
by people with relatively lower 
purchasing power, there is less 
chance of being able to recoup 
investments. However, be-
cause our partnership with the 
Nigerian Television Authority 
we recognize the need to bal-
ance running a business and 
providing social services, we 
will continue to extend our ser-
vices to every nook and cranny 
of Nigeria. “

 Addressing challenges of 
broadcast business, he ex-
plained that it is capital inten-
sive and takes a relatively long 
time to recoup investments 
while stable policies and regula-
tion on the part of government 
can give investors the confi-
dence to continue to invest in 
this industry. The private sec-
tor is in a better position to de-
velop the broadcast industry if 
government can only come up 
with policies that are accept-
able to all players in the broad-
cast industry. 

@ 50, Lagos residents commend city 
milestones, decry noise pollution

R
esidents in Lagos have 
commended the state 
on the celebration of its 
50th anniversary say-

ing that the state has achieved 
some milestones but want gov-
ernment to checkmate the level 
of noise pollution in the state to-
wards the mega status of Lagos.

As the city comes to terms 
with the various challenges of a 
mega city, noise pollution is one 
challenge that is however giving 
the planners of the city a sleep-
less night as they try to upgrade 
the city and its landscape to meet 
international standard.

Those who spoke to Business-
Day complained that the level of 
noise coming from many quar-
ters is defeaning and this does 
not speak well of a city that plans 
to achieve mega status.

“Stand anywhere in Lagos 
and you can hear the array of 
noise pollution being generated 
everywhere which needs to be 
curtailed”. To many Lagosians 
this noise has become a norm 
from horn of vehicles to worship 
centers and music CD sellers on 
the streets. Badru Saleh, School 
Proprietor in Lagos said unfor-
tunately the noise is a daily oc-
currence  that characterizes the 
day-to-day life in Lagos.

Saleh, said, “Noise pollution 
is something that affects every-
body either directly or indirectly. 
For me, it affects me psychologi-
cally and physiologically, espe-

cially when you live in an area 
surrounded by religious centres. 
Take for example some religious 
centers either wake you up as 
early as 5 am in the morning 
or do not allow others to sleep 
through their vigils sometimes 
on Fridays”.

According to him, it is not 
about enacting laws but imple-
mentation of the laws. “Few 
weeks ago the government 
rolled out a new policy called 
Cleaner Lagos Initiative, up till 
now there has been no perse-
cution”. 

Another Lagos resident, Nnaji 
Sylvester, a Lawyer said “Noise 
pollution can increase individ-
ual’s risk of hearing loss, heart 
disease, and sleep disturbances 
especially when the individual 
lives close to noise generating 
organ.

However, others who spoke 
to BusinessDay commended La-
gos on its achievements so far. 
Pastor Samuel Atunde, founder 

flock of young people seeking to 
earn a living.

Olutoyin Okeowo, a business-
man based in Lagos said that 
Lagos has really come of age, as 
it has grown from a small state 
initially a colony, to be the na-
tion’s capital and the commercial 
nerve center of the country. “We 
are proud of the rapid develop-
ment of the state.” 

According to Okeowo, Lagos 
is politically stable, enjoying tre-
mendous political stability since 
the commencement of the 3rd 
republic. “Also, the Internally 
Generated Revenue (IGR) of the 
state is the highest in the coun-
try, making the state financially 

independent of federal alloca-
tion.”

He observed that Lagos has 
very well accommodated all 
classes of people regardless of 
their ethnic or religious inclina-
tion.

Godwin Ojoko, a trader, said, 
“Lagos is a place for all. He also 
complained that “in Lagos, some 
people are often self-centered. 
Motorists are careless of other 
road users and when informed 
of the need to readjust, they of-
ten do not bother. It was in the 
bid to curb this act that the gov-
ernment came up with LAST-
MA.”

Ojoko however wish to see a 
new Lagos where residents obey 
traffic laws with mutual respect 
for other road users. .

Patrick Akpan, a civil servant, 
commended the state govern-
ment, especially in fixing old 
roads and constructing new 
roads.

From being a colony to a fed-
eral capital territory and a state 
on May 27, 1967, 14 governors 
from Brigadier Mobolaji John-
son to Akinwunmi Ambode 
have had cause to superintend 
over the affairs of Lagos State. 

Bunmi Banjo

Seyi john, Bunmi Banjo, 
hezron atunde and Gift dike

Christ the Light of Hope Orphan-
age, Lagos, providing a histori-
cal perspective said: “Lagos State 
was one of the 12 divisions the 
military junta divided Nigeria 
into. Over the last 50 years, La-
gos has witnessed a number of 
changes, which are very phe-
nomenal. The Lagos of today 
is clearly a complete departure 
from the old one, from whatever 
point of view it is looked at. It is 
now an impressive city”

According to him, over the 
years, Lagos has become the 
bride that every bridegroom 
wants to marry, especially as the 
country’s industrial and com-
mercial hub, resulting in the in-



Holiday with the arts
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S
ince Good Friday, it has 
been a holiday with the 
arts, especially for art afi-
cionados. Starting with 
Fela! The Musical, lovers 

of theatrical performance are en-
joying stellar offerings by world-
class cast and crew at Eko Hotel 
and Suite this Easter.

The exciting musical, which 
continues today at the hotel, 
features a blend of jazz, funk, Af-
rican rhythm and harmonies. It 
explores Fela’s controversial life 
as an artiste, political activist and 
a revolutionary musician.

Created by Bill Jones and Jim 
Lewis, with music and lyrics by 
the iconic Fela Kuti, Fela! The Mu-
sical, which has won three Tony 
Awards, is a must-watch because 
it features members of the original 
cast from the Broadway Produc-
tion, as well as, highlights the days 

play are enjoying the best of live 
drama as A Bloody Affair, takes 
centre stage. Written and di-
rected by Gbenga Kuponiyi, the 
play is a contemporary retelling 
of the Easter story which seeks 
to accentuate the reason behind 
the Easter celebrations. Another 
reason to watch the play is that 
it is produced by Metamoforces 
Media, which offered theatre lov-
ers fantastic time last December 
with Interwoven, its flagship stage 
play, also written and directed by 
Gbenga Kuponiyi. Besides MUSON 
Centre, the play stages at Univer-
sity of Lagos also.

Of course, Wakaa! The Musical 
is back with a bang this Easter, 
and has been thrilling guests since 
April 2, 2017 at the brand new Ter-
ra Kulture Arena on Tiamiyu Sav-
age Street, Victoria Island Lagos.

Cast and crew of the world-
class Nigerian Broadway musical 
theatre are already offering guests 

OBINNA EMELIKE when Fela was the target of 1,000 
government soldiers assigned to 
end his public performances at 
The Shrine, a legendary Lagos 
nightclub.

The uniqueness of the musical is 
that it appeals to almost everyone 
that has come across Lagos in dif-
ferent ways, and is hosted as part 
of the numerous activities for the 
celebration of Lagos State at 50.

The excitement continues at 
The Agip Hall, Muson Centre, 
Onikan Lagos, where Isale Eko, 
another blockbuster production 
premieres to the public.

Isale Eko pictures the 14th cen-
tury in Lagos when the slave trade 
is coming to a gradual slow end and 
two prominent families of Kosoko 
and Akitoye are slugging it out 
for control of the throne and by 
extension control of the lucrative 
but dying trade in slaves.

Also at Muson Centre, Onikan 
Lagos this Easter, lovers of stage 

supercharged thrills at Terrakul-
ture Arena this Easter holiday 
with eight shows (two shows 
daily) across four days of nonstop 
fun from Good Friday to Easter 
Monday.   Tagged ‘London Edition 
Special 8-show Easter’, the mul-
tiple sold-out musical is keeping 
guests on the edge of their seats 
and makes them ask for more.

Before leaving the Island, please 
peep into Omenka Gallery on 
Ikoyi Crescent to see Ariwo Easter 
Concert. The concert hosted at 
the art gallery of Ben Enwonwu, 
legendary Nigerian visual artist, 
features live performance s, afro-
beats, comedy, and spoken words 
amid fresh palm wine.

As well, cinemas across the 
country are showing blockbuster 
Nigerian movies this Easter. From 
Kunle Afolayan’s Omugwo, Oka-
for’s Law, Lotanna among others, 
there is something to entertain 
everyone from the arts. 



Edo State seeks viable arts sector, 
as Nigeria goes to Venice
G

odwin Obaseki, governor 
of Edo State, has called for 
concerted efforts in the de-
velopment of the local arts 
industry for a more inclusive 

and sustainable economy.
Obaseki, who made the call during a 

stakeholder event in Benin recently, is the 
“Commissioner” of the Nigerian pavilion 
at the Venice Art Biennale 2017, and also 
leading efforts towards the country’s first 
showing on the world’s biggest art stage.

According to him, “Nigeria is blessed 
with an abundance of creative talent. By 
leveraging our rich human capital and 
cultural resources in arts and crafts, we 
can generate job opportunities for our 
youths and create a more robust and vi-
able economy.”

Commenting further, Obaseki said, “As 
a progressive government we recognize 
the immense potential that a developed 
art sector holds for the state, and we are al-
ready exploring avenues for collaboration 
with the private sector in arts and crafts 
training, as well as, financing opportuni-
ties that will foster increased, better qual-
ity artistic output and a thriving market 
for trade in art, both locally and globally.”

“Our ultimate aim is to restore Edo’s 
pride in the arts by developing the state’s 
cultural capital, including the building 
of a world-class museum of the arts in 
Benin City. Besides creating jobs for our 
people, and the economic gain from 
increased tourist activities, a vibrant art 
space contributes to social cohesion and 
nation-building through the promotion of 
intercultural dialogue and collaboration.”

  Venice Art Biennale is a defining 
platform where nations of the world 
showcase their art stars and seek to exert 
some level of socio-cultural influence. The 
platform offers Nigeria a great opportu-
nity to develop a positive narrative for the 
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country and to reestablish her national 
pride by showcasing her unique art and 
rich cultural heritage to the world.

Edo State-born Victor Ehikhamenor, 
a painter, is one of three contemporary 
artists representing Nigeria as the country 
makes her debut at the 122-year old bien-
nale. Others are Peju Alatise, a sculptor 
and Qudus Onikeku, a choreographer.  
Each artist will showcase a unique work 
centered on the theme ‘How About 
NOW?’ An earlier statement by the Nige-
ria in Venice team on the theme explains, 
“How About NOW? places a poignant 
emphasis on the passage of time: time 
long gone, time that shapes the contem-

porary zeitgeist, and time that the hopes 
and faith of a people are hinged on. The 
question of NOW and Nowness asks us to 
reflect not only on our myths, history and 
heritage but more so, on how we chose to 
champion contemporary narratives in a 
fragmented, interconnected, and distrib-
uted present.” Ehikhamenor presents a 
large-scale work fusing abstract shapes 
with traditional sculpture, informed 
by an investment in classical Benin art 
and the effect of colonialism on cultural 
heritage.

 Alatise presents an installation of eight 
winged life-size girls, based on the story of 
a ten-year old girl who works as a house-

maid in Lagos while dreaming of a realm 
where she is free, who belongs to no one 
but herself, and can fly. The installation 
is a concise meditation on the nature of 
survival, here connoting a defiant journey 
into the imagination.

Onikeku showcases a trilogy of dance 
films, presented as an investigation 
through dance of the workings of body 
memory and its connection to national 
consciousness. 

The Nigerian pavilion at the 57th 
Venice Biennale is curated by Adenrele 
Sonariwo and Emmanuel Iduma. The 
exhibition, which previews on May 10, 
2017, will be opened to the public on May 
13, 2017 and runs till the end of November.

Ford Foundation, GCA Energy, others back Nigerian pavilion at Venice Art Biennale

N
igeria’s march towards his-
tory at Venice Biennale; the 
world’s most prestigious and 
storied contemporary visual 

art exhibition, is gathering momen-
tum as more corporate bodies, private 
foundations and well-meaning indi-
viduals are backing the initiative. Ford 
Foundation, GCA Energy and Amaya 
Capital are among the growing list of 
sponsors with many more organisa-
tions indicating interest.

Ike Chioke, a member of the Project 
Steering Committee for Nigeria in 
Venice 2017, made the disclosure dur-
ing a stakeholder forum on Nigeria’s 
journey to Venice Biennale held in 
Lagos recently.  The event, which was 
hosted by Arthouse Contemporary 
Limited, had in attendance Godwin 
Obaseki, Governor of Edo State, who 
is going to be “The Commissioner” for 
the Nigerian Pavilion in Venice.

According to Chioke, “As awareness 
of Nigeria’s debut participation at the 

exert some level of socio-cultural in-
fluence. The increase in the number 
of participating countries from 59 in 
1999 to 89 in 2015 when the last edition 
was held, underbellies the importance 
of the international art fiesta.

About 30 countries, including the 
United States, United Kingdom, Japan 
and Germany have permanent pavil-
ions in Venice, and some African na-
tions like Kenya, South Africa, Angola, 
Zimbabwe, Mauritius and Seychelles 
have been represented at one time or 
the other.

The Nigerian Pavilion will host the 
works of some of Nigeria’s most promi-
nent contemporary artists, including 
Victor Ehikhamenor, a painter; Peju 
Alatise, a sculptor and Qudus Oni-
keku, a choreographer. The exhibition, 
curated by Adenrele Sonariwo and 
Emmanuel Iduma, will be centered 
on the theme ‘How About Now?’ and 
it opens to the public on May 13, 2017.

biennale is increasing, so is the level of 
interest and support from corporates, 
NGOs and individuals. We are grateful 
to Ford Foundation, GCA Energy, Ama-
ya Capital and several other corporate 
bodies and well-meaning individuals 

for their generous contributions to-
wards the successful execution of the 
Nigerian pavilion.”

Venice Art Biennale is a defining 
platform where nations of the world 
showcase their art stars and seek to 

Victor Ehikhamenor, 
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Okafor’s Law tops cinema box 
office despite initial setback

C
urrently topping box office 
records is Omoni Oboli’s 
Okafor’s Law. The movie 
opened to cinema lovers 
on March 31, 2017 and has 

displaced all other movies, including 
Hollywood movies such as John Wick, 
Beauty and the Beast, Kung: Skull Is-
land, Life, Logan and others.

After suffering a setback from law-
suit inhibiting it from premiering and 
showing at the cinemas, fears of the 
movie failing to make a statement was 
obvious but the first week showing 
countered those fears. Halls were sold 
out and additional halls were allotted 
in Ibadan, Ilorin, Kano and other cin-
emas. The movie is arguably the highest 
selling movie at the Nigerian cinemas 

right now.
Omoni Oboli, who has been touring 

different cinemas across different states 
in Nigeria, has expressed surprise at 
how the fans accepted the movie de-
spite initial setback. “Actors in Okafor’s 
Law have been visiting the cinemas at 
different locations and we have all been 
surprised at the reception from fans 
across the country. The tickets have 
been sold out everywhere we went and 
we just want this to continue for as long 
as possible. I am grateful to God for His 
blessings”, Omoni Oboli said.

Okafor’s Law tells the story Termina-
tor (Blossom Chukwujekwu), a known 
playboy who was challenged that he 
could not sleep with three of his ex-girl 
friends who had moved on. He has to 
carry out the bet in less than 21 days. 

He decided to prove the existence of 
Okafor’s Law but his quest revealed 
more than he bargained for.

Okafor’s Law is a drama, comedy and 
thriller that keeps you glued till the end. 
It features stellar cast such as; Toyin 
Abraham, RMD, Tina Mba, Ufuoma 
Mcdermott, Yvonne Jegede, Kemi Lala 
Akindoju, Gabriel Afolayan, Ken Erics, 
Halima Abubakar and Omoni Oboli 
herself who also doubles as the director.

Omoni Oboli has over the years 
consistently entertained and inspired 
people with her craft. As an actress, she 
delivered on the famous Anchor Baby 
and other movies before she moved into 
production and dazzled with movies 
like Being Mrs Elliot, First Lady, and 
Wives on Strike. 

What Rita Dominic, Chidi Mokeme brought to 
the table in Mr and Mrs Revolution-producer

M
r and Mrs Revolution tells 
the story of a couple, Sharon 
(Rita Dominic) and Kobi (Chidi 
Mokeme) who attempts to tell 

a truth about some of the conflicts, con-
finement, independence, and struggles in 
marriages. The pursuit to keep their mar-
riage intact and save their private lives led 
to the various dramatic and intense scenes 
that follow the story. According to Chinwe 
Egwuagwu, the producer, Rita Dominic and 
Chidi Mokeme, the new cast, are bringing a 
lot to the table.

You will recall that the first Mr and Mrs, 
although with different cast won multiple 
awards. The movie is arguably one of the 
highest selling movies in Nigeria. However, 
the new Mr and Mrs Revolution employed 
the expertise of Rita Dominic and Chidi 
Mokeme and pundits have wondered why 
the choice of cast.

“Rita Dominic is deeply experienced. She 
has proven to be a master at making criti-
cally acclaimed and financially successful 
movies. She did this in the past and will do it 

again with Mr and Mrs Revolution. Having 
Chidi Mokeme play Rita’s husband was just a 
perfect fit. He embodied the traits, charisma 
and personality of that particular character. I 

am not sure anyone could have done it better. 
They brought an irresistible quality to the 
table and I am confident that the audience 
will see it in the same light”, she said.

The award winning producer also shared 
on why the chapter two of Mr and Mrs 
was necessary. She revealed that the first 
one helped a number of people to see their 
relationships through the eyes of the movie, 
which was a good thing but that one movie 
was not enough to address other daily issues 
some relationships face. “It became perti-
nent for us to create a second chapter that 
addresses another very important issue in 
relationships and marriages because the first 
one didn’t serve all. It fulfilled its purpose 
and made its impact but it wasn’t enough. 
Someone had to do something about it, why 
not me?” she concluded.

Mr and Mrs Revolution had an executive 
premiere in Kenya and would be opened 
to all cinema lovers in Nigeria from Friday, 
April 21, 2017.

O
LX Nigeria, leading 
online classifieds, is 
sharing happiness and 
hope this Easter sea-
son by supporting the 

WeCare4IDPs Initiative. The cam-
paign is dedicated to raising funds 
to support Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs), as part of their ef-
forts to make a positive impact on 
Nigerians. 

The Management and staff of 
OLX came together and raised 
N500,000 to donate to the IDP 
camp.

Uche Nwagboso, public relations 
and communications lead, OLX, 
stated that OLX is a company that 
is passionate about improving the 
lives of people in  the community 
in which its operates and as such 
identified the IDP as a cause to 
support because of the far reach-
ing impact on the country.

“This Easter season is about giv-
ing hope to people who need it 
the most and as a team this is our 
little way of giving hope to the 
IDPs”, Nwagboso further said. OLX 
is currently running a campaign 
on social media tagged #OLXCa-
res4IDP where members of the 
public are urged to support the 
IDPs through donations on http://
bit.ly/OLXCares4IDPs

WeCare4IDPs is a citizenship 
initiative which creates a platform 
for all Nigerians individuals and 
corporate bodies to be a part of 
the solution in matters concerning 
IDPs by raising funds to support 
them.

The WeCare4IDPs campaign 
is calling on 1 million Nigerians 
to donate at least N1,000. Funds 
raised will go directly to funding 
direct impact projects defined in 
the 2017 Nigeria Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) developed 
by the United Nations Office of the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (UNOCHA) with the support 
of the Federal Ministry of Budget 
and Planning.

OLX is the world’s leading clas-
sifieds platform in growth markets 
and is available in more than 45 
countries and over 50 languages. 
OLX connects local people to 
buy, sell or exchange used goods 
and services by making it fast 
and easy for anyone to post an ad 
through the mobile application. 
Every month, hundreds of mil-
lions of people in local markets 
around the world use OLX’s on-
line marketplace to find and sell a 
wide range of products, including 
vehicles, electronics, phones and 
much more.

OLX Nigeria 
celebrates Easter 
with Internally 
Displaced Persons
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W
riting about, for, 
and from the conti-
nent has built a ro-
bust body of work 
we sometimes re-

fer to as Contemporary African Lit-
erature. When writers are rewarded 
with prizes and prestigious nomina-
tions, it is exciting to see a celebration 
of these voices.

 Some of these writers are debut 
novelists and others are pen veterans. 
Here is a list of ten novels written by 
Africans making world literary head-
lines. There are stories told anew, his-
tory given a contemporary feel, and 
delicious food writing. Which one of 
these will you be adding to your read-
ing list this weekend?

1.     Stay with Me by Ayobami 
Adebayo

This 29-year old author who is no 
stranger to the pen is sending ripples 
across the literary scene with her de-
but novel. Stay with Me features some 
of the strongest female characters a 
reader has come across on paper. It 
follows the story of Yejide, a woman 
who is scorned for being married and 
childless. When she finally conceives, 
her children are born with the pains 
and stigma associated with Sickle Cell 
disorder. A Sickle cell carrier herself, 
Ayobami has fused emotions with 

volves two sisters separated by slav-
ery and colonialism in 18th Century 
Ghana, Yaa Gyasi lends readers a dif-
ferent pair of eyes. This much-talked 
about novel is Yaa Gyasi’s debut novel 
and has carved her a spot in Contem-
porary African Literature. Readers 
have called it emotional, brilliant, and 
thought provoking. Homegoing was 
a finalist for the 2017 Pen/Robert W. 
Bingham $25,000 Prize for Debut Fic-
tion

 3.     Black Moses by Alain Ma-
banckou

This is the 11th novel of prolific 

These books are the talk of 
‘Literary Africa’ Town

award puts Yemisi Aribiala among 
a list of winners that includes re-
nowned chef, Jamie Oliver.

run along a cerebral stem. The mystics 
behind locks and keys are explored 
in unrelated settings and character 
mixes. Helen Oyeyemi is not your 
conventional writer and this collec-
tion is an eclectic display of the tales 
she is capable of constructing. There 
is dark comedy embedded in tales of 
love as well as set boundaries around 
seemingly mundane things. What is 
Not Yours is Not Yours is Oyeyemi’s 
first collection of short stories and has 
recently earned her the $5,000 PEN 
Open Book Award.

 8.     Behold the Dreamers by Im-
bolo Mbue

When news hit the streets that 
this novel in manuscript form won 
a million-dollar book deal from pub-
lishing company, Penguin Random 
House, everyone went berserk with 
joy. Readers root both for the Camer-
oonian author, Imbolo and the Jonga 
family, a trio of Cameroonian emi-
grants whose struggle to get a Green 
Card in the United States will unite 
and rattle them simultaneously. The 
American dream is the subject theme 
explored in this well-told story. The 
2008 recession fueled by the collapse 
of giant financial firms gives the plot 
more weight. This is the classic im-
migration story given a different plot 
and voice. This novel won the 2017 
PEN/Faulkner $15,000 Award, a first 
time win for an African author.
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great storytelling in a novel that read-
ers can empathize with. Stay with Me 
has been shortlisted among 6 novels 
for the prestigious Bailey’s Women 
Prize for Fiction formerly known as 
The Orange Prize.

 2.     Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
If you would like to read a year of 

history in every page of a novel, you 
will be at home with Homegoing. This 
New York Times bestseller delves 
into 250 years’ worth of history in 
300 pages. In a sweeping tale that in-

 5.     The Woman Next Door by Ye-
wande Omotoso

Writer, Yewande Omotoso has a 
distinct way of weaving heavy weight 
subject matters into stories told calm-
ly. In The Woman Next Door, read-
ers meet two women, two races, and 
apartheid South Africa broken into 
two. The nuances of aging and how 
women relate to each other are ex-
plored in this novel that moves at its 
own pace. The Woman Next Door is 
Yewande Omotoso’s second novel 
was longlisted alongside 15 other nov-
els for the 2017 Bailey’s Women Prize 
for Fiction.

 6.     Americanah by Chimamanda 
Adichie

Both Americanah and its author, 
Chimamanda Adichie need no in-
troduction. Going on a journey that 
spans race, hair, and feminist politics 
with its protagonist Ifemelu has been 
likened to witnessing Adichie write 
unhindered. Americanah found its 
way to the New York Times bestsell-
ing list, was called the first great Af-
rican novel of the new century, and 
was snatched up by the duo of Lupita 
Nyongo and Brad Pit for a movie ad-
aptation. Most recently, Americanah 
beat out powerhouse novels to win 
the inaugural One Book, One New 
York contest. This means that in ad-
dition to the over 500,000 copies this 
novel has sold, millions of New York-
ers will be reading and discussing this 
story told like no other.

 7.     What is Not Yours is Not Yours 
by Helen Oyeyemi

If you like a good short story collec-
tion, What is Not Yours is Not Yours 
should be in your library. For starters, 
the title is intriguing and the stories 

writer and professor of African Lit-
erature at UCLA, Alain Mabanckou. 
A native of the People’s Republic of 
Congo, Mabanckou has penned a 
comic tale of a young man’s quest 
to right the wrongs in this country. 
The main character is reminiscent of 
Robin Hood and the backdrop is 1970s 
Congo on the brink of a revolution. 
Black Moses has been longlisted for 
the $50,000 ManBooker Internation-
al Prize for Literature. If it wins, the 
prize money will be split between the 
author and English translator, Helen 
Stevenson.

 4.     Long Throat Memoirs by Ye-
misi Aribiala

This collection of essays is a labor 
of love by Nigerian food connoisseur, 
Yemisi Aribiala. Written over the 
span of 8 years, Long Throat Memoirs 

seeks to satisfy an insatiable appetite 
of Nigerian food and storytelling. This 
is a great read not just for the Nigerian 
palate, but for anyone whose senses 
come alive by aromas and well-told 
stories. Published by indigenous press, 
Cassava Republic, Long Throat Mem-
oirs was the 2017 recipient of the 
prestigious John Avery Award. This 

 9.     And After Many Days by Jow-
hor Ile

In a simple and often criticized 
structure, debut novelist Jowhor Ile’s 
novel is set in Port-Harcourt, Nigeria 
during a tumultuous regime. A child 
goes missing and his family is shat-
tered looking for him. The interwoven 
stories are free-floating, sometimes 
connected, and at other times not. 
This writing style has been compared 
by readers to life itself. This novel has 
been shortlisted for the £15,000 Eti-
salat Prize for Literature, which will 
be announced in May.

 10.  Mr. & Mrs. Doctor by Julie Iro-
muanya

The pursuit of the American 
Dream is revisited in this novel that 
features a couple living a life of lies in 
pursuit of a Green card. The question, 
what happens if you wake up from 
the dream is explored. Julie succeed-
ed in building shady characters that 
readers can still empathize with. This 
novel’s mix of irony, satire, and great 
storytelling also won it a spot among 
the 3 novels shortlisted for the Etisalat 
Prize for Literature.
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GCGT: Lagos, Port Harcourt bring your A-game

A
s early as 7am on Thurs-
day 13th of April 2017, 
contestants in Abuja 
arrive d at  Sandra-
lia Hotel, Jabi, in their 

numbers for a chance to impress 
God’s Children Great Talent (GCGT) 
scouts and ultimately compete for 
and win the star prize of a 250 mil-
lion naira management deal, brand 
new car and 10 million naira cash.

God’s Children Great talent (GCGT) 
is Africa’s Biggest Youth Talent 
Competition and an initiative by 
City of David Parish of the Re-
deemed Christian Church of God 
that continues to identify and cel-
ebrate talents in children and young 
adults from age 5 to 20 years.

The contestants, some of whom 
came in from neighbouring cities 
displayed an array of talents, rang-
ing from dance, music, to spoken 
word and comedy. The contestants 
include, King David Dance Group 
from Kaduna; 19-year-old singer 
and pianist, Winner Kelvins; Prime 
Access Dance Group from Lafia; 
6-year-old singer and instrumental-
ist, Agboli Joshua as well as hun-
dred others.

A highlight of the day was when 
20 year old Isaac Garba from Ka-
duna literarily raised the roof with 
a mind blowing performance using 
the drum set; this won him a slot in 

MABEL DIMMA

Victory at last for MCSN

F
or members of the Musical 
Copyright Society of Nige-
ria, MCSN, 2017 is indeed 
a great year, worthy of 
jubilation as their several 

years of struggle has ended with the 
issuance of licence after it was reg-
istered to collect copyright royalties 
for musicians.

With excitement Mayo Ayilara, 
General manager along with other 
key members; Orits Wiliki, George 
Dureke among others shared the 
sweet story of the issuance, stating 
that it is victory for all after fighting 
rigorously to achieve the feat.

“For some strange reasons, the Ni-
geria Copyright Council, NCC refused 
to grant operating license to MCSN 
that has owned both Nigerian and 
international repertoire for over a 
decade but to licence another com-
petitor,” they said.

“This kind of thing can only happen 
in Nigeria. And the moral lesson is 
never give up on whatever you be-
lieve in, fight for your rights, justice 
shall always prevail no matter how 

long,” said George Dureke, a key mem-
ber of MCSN.

He explained that copyright is an 
intellectual property, just like a house 
or any other physical property which 
the owner has a choice of who can 
collect his or her royalties from any 
part of the world on their behalf.

“That the NCC denied MCSN its 
right to collect royalties from its 
members is the worst injustice of all 
times,” Dureke added.

Orits Williki sounding quite philo-
sophical stated that man is not God. 
“His thinking doesn’t go like ours nei-
ther is our judgment His judgment. 
In His time, the trees shall go green 
and bear its desired fruit. It’s only in 
Nigeria that somebody can seize your 
property’s rent…”

Other members who reacted to 
the cheering development include 
ex-PMAN president, Femi Lasode, 
soundtrack wizard, Mike Nliam and 
Francis Goldman as they expressed 
their gratitude to God for MCSN’s 
eventual triumph as its registration 
was trailed by series of litigations in 
courts while it lasted.

Entertainment

MABEL DIMMA

…as audition train lights Abuja

the Abuja quarter finals which held 
yesterday, Saturday April 15, 2017.

The regional judges were not only 
impressed by the amount of tal-
ented hopefuls who turned up for 
the audition, they were also in awe 

at the number of amazing talents 
which abound in the North-Central 
region of the country.

 “I’m glad to have been experi-
enced the Abuja auditions today. 
I will never have imagined how 
much talent exists in this part of 

the country. The GCGT platform 
should be applauded for coming up 
with this initiative to identify and 
celebrate young gospel talents,” said 
Francis Duru, Nollywood actor who 
was among the scouts.

Meanwhile its time for Port Har-
court and Lagos to get ready and 
bring their A-game on for their 
auditions scheduled to hold 21st- 
23rd, and 28th - 30th respectively. 
Interested participants who failed to 
register online are free to walk into 
the Lagos and Port Harcourt audi-
tion locations and get their registra-
tions done in order to participate.
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Jumoke Akiyode.

I
t’s Easter Guys!! The initial excite-
ment floods through your whole 
body, dancing and smiling be-
cause you can finally get a break 

from work. Good Friday, Saturday, 
Easter Sunday and Easter Monday, 
no work for four whole days sounds 
heavenly, until you think to yourself, 
“what am I going to do with myself 
all those days, I’ll be so bored.”

A lot of people come to the realisa-
tion that long holidays often lead to 
idleness and boredom. Parents would 
be stuck at home to hear their chil-
dren’s popular quarrels, crying and 
screaming, relatives may say they’re 
coming to visit and so you’d have to 
cook, do the dishes and entertain 
guests which is usually all fun and 
games until you’re left alone to do all 
the cleaning up after.

The thought of this alone could 
turn your head in, and so a lot of 
people look for places to eat out, 
spend time with friends and family 
and just have a good time. That’s the 
reason for the ridiculously over-
crowded cinemas, beaches, shopping 
malls and restaurants, because a 

Have fun this Easter Holiday!

typical Lagosian (resident of Lagos) 
never thinks of unusual things to do 
at a time like this.  The basic things 
like going to see the latest movie in 
the cinema, heading to the beach or 
going to some fancy restaurant to eat 
is what comes to everyone’s head.

I’m giving a challenge this Easter 
to think outside the box and look for 
interesting things to do in Lagos this 
Easter. Come to think of it, how lucky 
are we that Lagos is going to be 50 
years old and the State Government 
has organised a series of festivals and 
shows to mark its Golden Jubilee cel-
ebrations. The fun starts now!

Fela in Concert: Afro beat music 
legend; Fela Anikulapo Kuti is being 
remembered and celebrated with 
a musical theater concert that tells 
the story of his extraordinary life. 

Ever wondered how Fela knew the 
future happenings of this country?  
His songs always spoke the truth. 
He sang about Democracy as the 
demonstration of craziness at the 
time when Nigeria had never expe-
rienced democracy and was still un-
der Military rule. How did he know 
that democratic rule would still be 
chaotic?  It would have been a good 
suggestion to watch this powerful 
play which showed from Thursday 
13 April to Saturday 15, April 2017 in 
Eko Hotel Lagos. I went to the concert 
on Thursday and danced all through 
the electrifying performances of 
Fela.

Wakaa The Musical (London Edi-
tion): This intriguing musical stage 
play is back in Lagos, showing at 
Terra Kulture every Sunday in April 

and throughout the Easter holidays 
from Good Friday to Easter Monday, 
so you haven’t missed it. You can go 
today or tomorrow. The story reveals 
the struggles and challenges young 
people face in present day Nigeria 
and abroad. WAKAA! The Musical 
takes you on an emotional roller 
coaster and is a strong satire of Nige-
ria’s politics. Go and see for yourself 
why tickets were totally sold out the 
last time Wakaa was shown and 
why Bolanle Austen Peters had to 
bring the popular musical stage play 
back to Nigeria.

AY Live Concert: You want to re-
lax and laugh away your problems? 
Then a comedy show is a perfect idea 
this Easter, popular comedian and 
comic actor, Ayo Makun also known 
as AY is hosting his annual night 

of comedy at Eko Hotel this Easter 
Sunday, featuring a host of other 
comedians such as I Go Dye, Okey 
Bakassi, Gordons, Akpororo, Kenny 
Blaq, Osama, Helen Paul, Woli Arole, 
Thenjiwe from South Africa and 
other such talents.

Lagos Easter Outdoor Cinema: As 
part of the Lagos at 50 celebrations, 
the Lagos State government has or-
ganised an outdoor cinema viewing 
of some of the latest movies at the 
Muri Okunola Park in Victoria Island 
on Easter Monday, April 17 2017. So 
you can relax with your friends and 
family on a warm night with mild 
breeze, combining picnic with movie 
is such a great idea isn’t it? So mark 
this date on your calendar and make 
sure you buy your tickets before it’s 
all sold out.
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‘Christians in politics must not 
follow the multitude to do evil’

What does Easter signify for Chris-
tians?

E
aster, also called Pascha or Res-
urrection Sunday, is a festival 
and holiday celebrating the 
resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead, described in the New 

Testament as having occurred on the 
third day of his burial after crucifixion 
of Jesus by the Romans at Calvary, c. 30 
AD. It is the culmination of the passion 
of Jesus, preceded by Lent, a forty-day 
period of fasting, prayer, and penance.

The Creator taking humanity step 
on planet earth with redemption plan. 
Until then Easter was hidden in certain 
Jewish practice, a flawless innocent 
lamb was sacrificed for the sin of an 
individual, a family or the nation. The 
practice went on endlessly, believing 
that this portrays something real. Hu-
man sacrifice was never practised by 
those who believe in the word of the 
Bible, the only thing nearest to this was 
portrayed when God asked Abraham 
to take his only son and offer him on a 
mount as a sacrifice to God. The love and 
respect Abraham had for God was such 
that he could not withhold his only son 
but went ahead to do it. God who tested 
the depth of his obedience restrained 
him just before his knife pierced the 
boy’s heart; by so doing, God displayed to 
mankind what He was going to do in the 
future. Easter is the price God paid for 
man’s sin ‘the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life through Je-
sus Christ our Lord’ (Romans 6:23). If not 
for Easter, there would not have been a 
Christian church. We Christians today 
are bonded together by the resurrec-
tion story; there would never have been 
a Christian church if Jesus death took a 
different turn. Our Christian journey 
does not end with our death but we be-
gin a new journey, enjoying eternal life 
with Jesus (John 11:25).  

 Easter characterises the sacrificial 
example of Christ for His church; is the 
church in Nigeria keeping up to this 
example?

Yes, during Lenten season which is 
generally characterised by generous 
act of giving and remembering of the 
poor is generally observed by Chris-
tians in our country today. Most of our 
Churches took it upon themselves to 
visit motherless babies’ home, prisons, 
hospitals to associate with the poor and 
the needy. It is not about how many 
chickens but the number of souls we 
will bring to the kingdom through our 
charitable acts.

Most Christians especially ortho-
dox, carry palm leaves/branches a 
week to Easter, what does it signify?

Palm Sunday signifies the trium-
phant entry of Jesus Christ  into Jerusa-
lem, the week before his death and for 
many Christian churches, Palm Sun-
day, often referred to as ‘Passion Sun-
day,’ marks the beginning of  holy week,  
which concludes on Easter Sunday.

According to orthodox belief, Chris-

tians all over the world would be carry-
ing palms and other branches because it 
is Palm Sunday, a celebration of the day 
Jesus entered Jerusalem before he was 
crucified and then resurrected accord-
ing to the Christian faith. Christians 
carry palms on Palm Sunday because 
according to the gospels, Jesus followers 
covered his path with palm fronds on 
the day he entered Jerusalem, after the 
custom of placing palms in the path of 
high-ranking persons. 

The palm branch also signified victo-
ry in Greco-Roman times, so the waving 
palms would have resembled triumphal 
end procession.  Jesus arrived Jerusa-
lem on a donkey, which was considered 
highly symbolic. At that time a king rid-
ing a donkey symbolised peace, while 
on a horse symbolised war, while Jesus 
was not technically a king his followers 
considered him to be King of Israel.

 What is the role of the church in na-
tion building?

Church in this context is seen as a 
congregation of the saints; we are a 
shining example, the only letter that is 
available to study a role model.  The role 
of the church in nation building cannot 
be overemphasised: The Church syn-
thesises the populace; preaches moral 
standard and encourages the worship-
ers to be morally upright. The Church 
also stands against trending corruption. 
The Church serves as a means to edu-

Emmanuel Josiah Udofia

His Eminence, Emmanuel Josiah Udofia, primate, The African Church, in 
this interview with SEYI JOHN SALAU spoke on the role of the church 
in nation building as Christians across the world celebrate Easter in 
commemoration of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Excerpts:

cate the citizens spiritually, morally, ed-
ucationally and also serves as agent of 
social change. Finally, the church must 
be given due recognition as the body of 
Christ with God’s word in this present 
time because it is only God that can res-
cue our nation.

How best can the church reach peo-
ple who do not believe in the gospel of 
Christ?

Lenten season as I have earlier said 
is characterised with giving. Through 
this, many souls can be won for Christ, 
by letting them know the real love of 
Christ towards them. Preaching the 
word of Christ will also touch their 
heart and change them.

We can best reach people who do not 
believe the gospel by the principle of, 
‘preach, reach and teach’. This was scrip-
turally backed in Matthew 28:19-20 ‘Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tising them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen.’ This could 
be by way of personal evangelism, mass 
evangelism, prison outreach, hospital 
and garage outreach. 

 What is your position on Christians 
going into politics?

Christians are not in any way for-
bidden to hold any political office, it is 

clearly stated in the bible that leaders 
are appointed by God.  God will always 
appoint us Christian as the head as we 
are likened to the light and salt of the 
world.  The only thing I will say is that 
Christians in politics must show good 
example and a true character of a good 
Christian; with this, I mean we must not 
join the multitude to do evil.

Christians are fellow Nigerians and if 
they do not get involved in politics, how 
can they provide leadership to Nigeri-
ans. Christians as citizens of this coun-
try have equal right to provide good 
leadership and be God-fearing in the 
discharge of their leadership responsi-
bilities. Matt.5:13-16.

 Some schools of thought are of the 
opinion that Christians dwell more 
on miracles today; do you share such 
view?

Yes, you can see people running after 
miracles not salvation anymore, that is 
why the theme for our Church Lenten 
talk this year and our watchword is cen-
tered on Salvation through the power if 
His word, we as Christians must seek 
first His Kingdom and His righteousness 
and every other thing will be added 
unto us, but the reverse is the case. We 
must strive to be saved first because if 
you are not, then the essence of miracle 
is meaningless. Miracle does exist and 
still happens as in Acts 3:10. The great-
est miracle is salvation of souls. One was 
a sinner before, but could not explain 
how miraculous he was delivered and 
saved from the yoke of sins and Satan.

 Some Christian leaders did ask their 
followers to defend themselves in the 
wake of the killings in Southern Ka-
duna; what is your view on this?

In the first place, I would not want 
you to misinterpret those telling their 
followers to defend themselves; it’s 
more of spiritual than physical. It’s 
clearly written that the weapon of 
our warfare is not canal, but they are 
mighty even to bring down strongholds 
of the enemy. As Christians, we must be 
vigilant as stated in 1Peter 5:7-8. This 
does not mean we should fight physi-
cal battle, but our weapon is prayer, we 
can always defend ourselves by calling 
on our God to intervene. He has prom-
ised to fight for us, so as Christians I be-
lieve all believers must be vigilant and 
use our spiritual weapons to guard and 
guide ourselves.

 In the light of this, how then can we 
curtail the incessant killings happen-
ing across the country?

We are God’s creatures; it is an evil 
act to take the life of your fellow hu-
man being. Government should provide 
adequate security for the citizens espe-
cially Christians in the Northern part of 
the country. There must be equality in 
handling religious cases so as to avoid 
rancour from other parties. Those per-
petrating evil should be severely pun-
ished under the law, this will go a long 
way in stopping others who want to do 
such.
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CHINWE OBINWANNE

The great high priest 
as our example

No gym? No problem

I won’t board a yellow and black 
bus but a BRT because I need 
MY space, so I settle down in 

my seat just beside the window 
to get the cool morning breeze as 
other passengers begin to board. 
I am praying fervently that it 
would be a slim person like me, 
who’ll take the seat beside me; 
and lucky me, “not so big” takes 
the seat. I flash a sweet smile and 
say good morning; it would be a 
jolly sweet ride this morning. Not 
so fast- because just five minutes 
into the journey, “not so big” starts 
to doze and a couple of minutes 
later “not so big” ends up using 
my shoulder as a pillow! Why on 
earth can’t people be proper in 
public places for goodness sake? 
Alas, what I fear most has come 
upon me. It’s just some minutes’ 
drive, so why people sleep with 
reckless abandon in the bus beats 
my imagination- I am so proper I 
would not do that. Now I have to 

begin the routine all over again 
(loud sigh).

I had an explanation and an 
excuse not to be proper; funny 
how I never gave this as the 
reason why “not so big” used my 
shoulders as her pillow or excuse 
the guy who had to do two jobs 
to keep family running. However 
now I understand, for I have been 
touched by the feelings of their 
infirmities, I have been tempted 
by sleep as they were and I have 
dozed, slept, with my mouth wide 
open and almost missed my stop. 
Yes I do understand.

While I pondered how I’d be-
come so improper, Christ came to 
mind. I smiled and wondered at 
how God uses the things around 
us to pass His love and nature 
across. 

Hebrews 4:15 says we do not 
have a high priest who cannot 
be touched by the feelings of our 
infirmities; NIV translations says 
“who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses”. He came 
in the flesh and walked as man. 

W
e moth-
e r s  a re 
so busy 
t h a t 
s o m e -

times, it feels like a big 
deal and a waste of time 
to work out. This feeling 
is even more intensified 
by the thought of going to 
the gym to sweat out a few 
routines. You think Lagos 
traffic (for those in Lagos); 
you consider fatigue from 
a day filled with hustle 
and bustle; not to talk of 
the children and the home 
front. So much is on the 
plate for us and eating away 
at our time that we put fit-
ness and eating healthy on 
the back-burner.

Hey moms, that is where 
we’re getting it wrong. 
You’ve got to take care of 
yourself first so that you 
can be strong and healthy 
enough to take care of the 
rest of the family. You may 
be sneering now and saying 
“Well, I’ve been living this 
way and I’m still strong”, but 
truth is, most of the time 
you don’t get promptings in 
the deterioration of health 
and overall body perfor-
mance until it is late.

Why wait till something 
goes wrong when you can 
prevent it? With consis-
tent exercise and the right 
diet, you can lose weight if 

that is your goal; maintain a 
healthy weight, tone up and 
be in the best physical shape.

That said, I understand 
the stress in running off 
to the gym with a million 
things to deal with at home; 
so instead of taking you to 
the gym, I’m suggesting a 
way to bring the gym to you.

Here are a few basic 
things you need, to get a 
great workout in every sin-
gle day as a busy mommy.

Your gorgeous self:
Yes, it’s important that 

you are present in every 
way else the workout can-
not happen. There are so 
exercises you can perform 
with the weight of your 
own body and knowing 
these exercises, and the 
number of repetitions and 
sets to do helps you plan an 
intensive yet equipment-
free workout routine for 
the days you can’t get to the 
gym. Bodyweight exercises 
are a must in every workout 
plan you get to have.

Music:
What is workout with-

out some good music? Get 
your iPod or phone lined 
with your favorite music. 
Music helps take your mind 
off your workout and en-
hances your performance. 
I play my favorite songs in 
shuffle mode while I work 
out and it somewhat re-

duces the feeling of “work” 
in the workout and also 
help keep my energy level 
up there.

A yoga/workout mat:
This is essential for the 

floor moves you will be 
performing. You don’t want 
to be rolling sweaty on the 
floor when it’s time to do 
some abdominal moves or 
even planks for that matter.

A pair of light to moder-
ate dumbbells:

No, weights will  not 
make you look like Hulk 
Hogan, in fact, health ex-
perts recommend that the 
average woman should do 
some amount of weight 
lifting at least three times a 
week. So you can go on and 
get two pairs of 3kg dumb-
bells for your routines.

There are lots of exer-
cises to perform with the 
dumbbells each targeting 
different muscle groups. It 
is, however, great to have 
these babies around to add 
a little oomph to your work-
out sessions and get the 
fat melting off faster than 
normal.

So there you have it. 
With these in stock, you 
can plan a great workout 
routine for 3-5days a week 
with variations in exercises 
depending on the muscles 
you’re targeting and your 
overall goal.

He went through all the rigors 
of life and was tempted in every 
way possible. Yes he knows what 
it feels to be beaten and battered, 
rejected and scorned, weak and 
tired. That is why he won’t look 
down on you when your infirmi-
ties show up, no, he won’t call you 
names. He won’t condemn you 
neither will he criticize you and 
he won’t give up on you neither 
will he let go of you. He won’t 
turn his nose up and say you 
aren’t proper. He won’t release his 
shoulder and let your head drop 
with a bang. He would rather give 
you the mercy and grace you need 
(Heb 4:16) when you humbly ask. 
He would wipe away the tears. He 
would love you and help you try 
again. He will strengthen you and 
even walk the whole way with 
you; going the extra mile for you- 
that is the resume of our Great 
High Priest because he has walked 
the path, HE UNDERSTANDS.

So now, when anyone uninten-
tionally my shoulder as their pil-
low, I only imagine what they’ve 
been through the previous day 
and probably night. I let them 
be, otherwise when it is incon-
venient; I give a gentle knowing 
nudge that says “I UNDERSTAND”.

give “not so big” a serious nudge 
or purposely release my shoulder 
suddenly and cause her head 
to drop a couple of times. That 
should pass the lesson across that 
you don’t go around using people’s 
shoulders as pillows in the bus.

And do I resumed work after 
my maternity leave and boarded 
the bus, office here we come. To 
my utter amazement, my eyelids 
grew heavy. The proper me tried 
to control her body but alas sev-
eral minutes later, I bumped my 
jaw hard against my chest. Oh 
my! I had been sleeping; in fact 
my mouth was wide open all 
the time. This cannot be me. But 
it was and it became me every 
other day. It became me because 
I had to wake up at 4am, prepare 
my baby’s food, bath baby, bath 
myself, go on the 2hour or more 
bus ride to work, work like a 
robot till 4pm, get back on the 
2hour or more journey back 
home to meet an expectant baby, 
meet the needs of darling, sort 
dinner one way or the other, 
prepare bags and baggage for the 
following day, finally settle down 
to an interrupted night sleep at 
about 11pm, jump up at 4am and 

KEMI ADEYEMI
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Nigerian tourism sets for a new beginning

W
h e n  t h e 
n e w s 
b r o ke  o n 
March 31, 
2017 that 

Folorunsho Coker; erstwhile 
Commissioner for Tourism, 
A r t s  a n d  C u l t u re ,  L a g o s 
State, has been appointed 
as the new Director-General 
for Nigerian Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation (NTDC), 
the Nigerian tourism stake-
holders received the news 
with mixed feelings.

For the travel media, it 
was answer to their sus-
tained call for the appoint-
ment of a substantive direc-
tor general going by the fact 
that three acting director 
generals  were app ointe d 
within four months since 
November 30, 2016 when 
Sally Mbanefo, former direc-
tor general of the Corpora-
tion was sacked.

But lots of the stakehold-
ers in the tourism private 
sector differ in their views 
on the appointment. Many 
queried the pedigree of the 
new man and his capacity to 
truly enable the private sec-
tor to drive tourism develop-
ment across the country.

Some tried to review his 
achievements for the short 
p e r i o d  h e  l e d  t h e  L a g o s 
State Ministry of Tourism, 
Arts  and Culture,  others 
think his appointment was 
politically induced, while 
many see him as the mes-

siah sent to save and make 
Nigerian tourism count in 
the economy.

Those optimistic of him 
are also insisting that the 
new man should be given 
time to settle down and also 
encouraged because tourism 
development is a collabora-
tive affair.

They also think that NTDC 

charged with marketing and 
promoting Nigeria’s tourism 
assets with a view to making 
country the foremost tourist 
destination in Africa, cannot 
achieve its mandate of mak-
ing tourism a major pillar 
of the e c onomy and help 
reduce dependence on oil as 
a source of foreign exchange 
earnings,  if  stakeholders 

pick fight with the new DG.
Barley two weeks after 

his  app ointment and re-
sumption of  offic e ,  Folo-
runsho Coker is optimistic 
of  delivering b eyond ex-
pectations. His confidence 
is the vibrancy with which 
he spearheaded the Lagos 
State tourism, especially the 
One Lagos brand, hence he 
is looking forward to a more 
vibrant tourism drive across 
the country.

But while he settles down, 
the director general should 
b e a r  i n  m i n d  t h at  N i g e -
rian tourism lags far behind 
E g y p t ,  S o ut h  A f r i c a  a n d 
Kenya,  the thre e leading 
lights in the industry on the 
African continent, and sadly 
also behind Ghana and The 
Gambia the two foremost 
destinations in West Africa.

A s  w e l l ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y 
c o n t r i b ut e s  m e a g e r l y  t o 
Nigeria’s  Gross  Domestic 
Product (GDP) at a time the 
country needed to take the 
diversification of its econo-
my seriously.

To succeed, the new di-
rector general, according to 
some stakeholders, should 
s t u d y  a n d  a d o p t  re s u l t -
o r i e n t e d  a n d  w o r l d - b e s t 
practic e of other tourism 
b o a r d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  S o ut h 
Africa Tourism (SAT), Dubai 
To u r i s m ,  Ke ny a  To u r i s m 
among other thriving tour-
ism destinations.

 Majority of the stake-
h o l d e r s  b e l i e ve  t h at  t h e 
sector can count if the new 
dire ctor general partners 

the Federal Ministry, relat-
ed parastatals, agencies and 
b o dies  in giving tourism 
development a priority at-
tention, make the so called 
‘friendly business environ-
ment’ a reality than mere 
political promise, and also 
review the laws and policies 
that will enable private sec-
tor to truly drive tourism 
development in the country 
as obtainable in developed 
economies.

This, according to them, 
will  wo o more investors, 
esp e cially Foreign Dire ct 
Investments  (FDI )  to  the 
s e ctor to  develop world-
class tourism infrastructure 
across the c ountry.  They 
also urged the new DG to 
develop a linkage between 
the promotion of tourism 
and cultural events, espe-
cially festivals.

Considering the fact that 
the clusters  and hubs in 
the master plan are faulty 
and ineffe ct ive ,  s ome of 
the stakeholders think that 
Folarin Coker will achieve 
more as D G if he encour-
ages the Federal Ministry 
of Culture and Information 
to revise, update, and imple-
ment the relevant sections 
of the Tourism Masterplan.

However, the stakehold-
ers are insisting that hu-
man capacity development 
should be taking seriously, 
especially training of tour-
ism manpower and chang-
ing their attitude to work.  
“ N o t h i n g  s t o p s  t h e  n e w 
D G from employing pro-
fessionals who are skilled 
in marketing, promotions, 
product development and 
repacking and destination 
management as obtainable 
in countries that are serious 
with tourism development.  
The truth is that the usual 
civil service workforce can-
not deliver on professional 
marketing of Nigeria and 
wooing tourist for foreign 
exchange,  which are top 
among NTDC mandates”, a  
hotelier said.

While the appointment of 
the new director general is 
well received by the stake-
holders, however, the new 
man needs to work in col-
laboration with the private 
sector and other stakehold-
ers, especially relevant gov-
ernment agencies in order to 
make tourism count in the 
national economy.

Folorunsho Coker

Beautiful Calabar
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Enjoy an exciting spring break in Dubai

HBC Resort Jos makes Nigeria’s Top Hotel List

one: parents; children; businessmen 
and women; corporate visitors and 
many others who want to have a 
great time.”

“Dubai Tourism has been ensur-
ing the enjoyable experience of 
Nigerian visitors to the beautiful city 
of Dubai for quite a long time. Nige-
rians are hardworking people who 
spend almost 360 days of the year at 
work but Dubai Tourism is creating 
avenues where work meets play 
and networking leads to formidable 
relationship.” She said.

According to the Africa Director, 
the children would not be left out 
during this spring as the IMG Worlds 
of Adventure is another world 
of mega themed entertainment 
destination promising visitors from 

H
ealth Body Clinic (HBC) 
Resort, Jos has made Ni-
geria’s best Hotel/Resort 
List. The modern wellness 

resort located on the breezy highland 
overlooking Zawan’s lush  sub-tropical 
vegetation was recognised during an 
award ceremony recently hosted by 
Port Harcourt Bantata 2017 in the com-
pany of  the nation’s influential travel 
industry leaders, hoteliers and media 
personalities.

The Top 100 Hotels in Nigeria 
awards by Bantata, a sister organiza-
tion of Akwaaba Africa Travel Market, 
celebrates and rewards excellence in the 
travel and tourism industry. The award 
list is dominated by hotels in Lagos and 
Abuja, including Eko Hotel and Suites, 
Lagos, Transcorp Hilton, Abuja, and 
InterContinental Hotel, Lagos.

Most of the winners were celebrat-
ed in the company of respected travel 
industry leaders, hoteliers and media 
personalities at the Port Harcourt event.

Winners, according to the organ-
isers, emerged through a rigorous 
process that started at 2016 Akwaaba 
African Travel Market through over 
2,000 nominations by delegates, top 
travel professionals, travel agents, tour 

D
ubai, one of the most-
visited countries in 
the world for tour-
ism, is set to provide 
millions of Nigerians 

with world-class tourist experi-
ence through Dubai Tourism, the 
company authorised to liaise on 
behalf of shoppers and fun seekers 
in Nigeria. Dubai is the ultimate 
destination for a memorable get-
away with friends, families, love 
birds and business associates.

The spring being a transitional 
season between winter and sum-
mer provides an opportunity for 
parents to give their children a life 
time treat before schools resume 
while entrepreneurs, corporate 
organisations and executives use 
the break to unwind and network 
with people from all over the 
world.

Shoppers from Nigeria will 
benefit from quality side attrac-
tions such as the world’s tallest 
building is a major site viewed 
from Dubai Mall. With more than 
1,200 retail outlets across 1.1 mil-
lion square metres and with top 
brands such as Armani and Zara 
positioned inside the beautiful Dubai 
Mall, shoppers are assured of value 
for money. While parents shop for 
clothes, books, electronics or candy, 
the children can enjoy the Dubai 
Aquarium, Underwater Zoo, Sega 
Republic and Kidzania contraptions.

For all categories of fun seekers, 
there is a massive thrill playground 
for the young and old at the Dubai 
Parks and Resorts as visitors relive 
childhood memories and fantasies 
all over again.

Speaking on the spring offering, 
Stella Obinwa, Director Africa, Dubai 
Tourism, said, “Visitors to Dubai this 
Spring will be immersed in a world 
of excitement like never before as 
Dubai Tourism has a treat for every-

around the world the excitement 
of four epic adventure zones in one 
location. Two of the four zones rep-
resent renowned global brands Car-
toon Network and MARVEL, while 
IMG Boulevard and the Lost Valley 
– Dinosaur Adventure zones are 
original concepts created by the IMG 
Group. IMG Worlds of Adventure is 
the largest temperature controlled 
indoor themed entertainment des-
tination in the world.

IMG World of Adventure fea-
tures a unique array of adrenaline-
pumping roller coasters, thrill rides, 
and spine-tingling attractions based 
on popular Cartoon Network char-
acters, iconic MARVEL Super Heroes 
and hair-raising dinosaurs. 

Tourists are expected to: shop 

operators, travel experts and profes-
sionals with collations from returned 
questionnaires from nominated hotels.

 Speaking on the feat, Judith 
Ogedengbe, managing director, HBC 
Resort, valued the prestigious award 
and noted it was well received.

 “I see it as authentic and credible. 
I believe it is detailed as the organisers 
took their time to go round the country. 
It was done on merit, which is an at-
traction for me, not because our resort 
won an award, but because we believe 
strongly in merit in all sphere”, she said.

On the amenities and products that 
made them to stand apart from the 
crowd, she said, “We have a very unique 
resort. We are the only wellness resort 
in Nigeria that has its own organic bo-
tanical garden and Herbetum, among 
other state-of-the-art equipment in the 
spa. We have highly trained personnel, 
serene and eco-friendly environment, 
for wellness, retreats and conferences.”

“We produce most of the foods and 
herbs we use for food and treatment 
from our own organic farm, as the 
health of our clients is very important 
to us. We also have created an edu-
cational programme for children and 
master health food classes for groups”, 

at the popular Dubai Mall, experi-
ence the amazing Dubai Parks and 
Resorts, learn the ropes at Aventura 
Parks, relive the Atlantean adven-
ture at Atlantis, visit The Palm, feed 
the turtles at Jumeirah Al Naseem, 
enjoy rich flavours at brunch, con-
quer the dunes of the Safari Desert, 
chase the sun at Kite Beach, and meet 
a sloth at The Green Planet.

Fun lovers will also experience 
the popular Turtle Lagoon at ‘Ju-
meirah Al Naseem’ and learn more 
about the Hawksbill turtle, which 
is native to the Middle East and 
an endangered species with an 
estimated 8,000 nesting females 
left worldwide. Children can 
swim with dolphins, and try out 
the rides at ‘Aquaventure’, one of 

she further said.
HBC has 40 rooms, each equipped 

with modern convenience.  The facility, 
according to Ogedengbe, boasts large 
wellness centre and five star therapeu-
tic rooms, as well as, excellent cuisine 
on offer. As the only wellness resort in 
Nigeria with its own botanical garden 
and a member of the Complimentary 
Medical Association in the UK, the un-
spoiled eco-friendly environment 

the best water parks in the Middle 
East. Visitors are expected to dis-
cover incredible marine life at the 
‘Lost Chambers Aquarium’ as well.

Dubai Tourism provides Nigeri-
ans with the best relaxation spots 
in the world. The company has 
over the years enabled millions of 
Nigerians to enjoy the full benefits 
of tourism and other value.

While Nigerians travel to 
Dubai regularly for different pur-
poses, tourism remains a major 
reason as Dubai is regarded and 
continues to attract people as the 
most beautiful city in the world. 
Annually Dubai Tourism makes 
the dreams of many come true by 
leaving visitors with a rewarding 
experience that last a life time.

OBINNA EMELIKE

and pleasure through living foods, 
and nature”.

The organisation, according to her, 
provides a lasting and more sustain-
able cure of diabetes and other diseases 
through nutritional therapy.          

While many are scared of visit-
ing Jos because of its vulnerability to 
conflict, Ogedengbe allays the security 
concerns of willing tourists to Jos say-
ing, “Jos is safe now”.

makes it the ideal choice for healing, 
vacation and retreats. Indeed it is the 
most ideal place for stressed executives 
who want to get out of the heat, to the 
calmness of nature.

The HBC boss said, “Our vision is to 
be the leading wellness resort not only 
in the Abuja/North market but also 
in West Africa. Our vision is a dedi-
cation to helping our clients achieve 
a lifestyle of wellness, productivity 
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Nigerians are star struck, but are 
sentimental travellers- survey

A 
B r i t i s h 
Airways’ 
survey of 
over 2 000 
r e s p o n -

dents in 10 countries 
has found that on av-
erage nearly half (47%) 
regard travel as one 
of the most important 
things they want to 
achieve this year.

Nigerians are less in-
clined to consider trav-
el an essential objective 
compared to other na-
tionalities. Even so, 41% 
of Nigerians and 36% 
of their South African 
counterparts consider 
it a priority.

Indians are the most 
keen to travel, with 
70% setting it as an 
aim this year, followed 
by Chinese at 61% and 
Emiratis at 58%.Celebri-
ties don’t have much in-
fluence when it comes 

to travel trends, with 
nearly half the respon-
dents saying the doings 
of the rich and famous 
aren’t a factor in choos-
ing a destination.

South Africans are 
less impressed than 
most with 61% paying 
no heed to where the 
who’s who holiday. By 
contrast, 32% of Ni-
gerians say celebrity 
affirmation is a major 
factor in choosing a 
destination and 27% 
saying that it is quite 
important.

There is some con-
sensus about which cit-
ies feature on their 2017 
to-do list, with South 
Africans citing Paris 
(34%), London (32%) and 
New York (29%). For Ni-
gerians New York tops 
the list (37%), followed 
by London (36%) and 
Paris (33%).

Fifty one per cent of 
respondents say they 
will learn a new lan-
guage to facilitate their 

sian waiters. For both 
groups Spanish, Ger-
man, Italian and Man-
darin featured on the 
top five list.

Nearly half the re-
spondents, 48%, agree 
that creating amazing 
memories is the main 

Lola becomes African first pilot 
to fly solo around the world

A
demilola  “Lola” 
Odujinrin made 
history by becom-
ing the first Afri-

can to solo circumnavigate 
around the world in a single 
engine aircraft as he landed 
at Dulles International Air-
port, Washington DC on 
29th of March, 2017.

Lola completed his tour 
in a specially modified Cir-
rus SR22, touching twenty 
five countries on five conti-
nents and having a total of 
35 stops.

The flight is part of a 
Transcend Project, a move-
ment powered by private 
sector professionals with a 
mission of inspiring Africa’s 
teeming population to begin 
to see a world without bor-
ders and to light up Africa 
on the global map of achiev-
ers and overcomers.

According to Lola the 
project is a dream come 
true as he aims to reshape 
the perception of Nigeria 
through great achievement 
that defy expectation and 
to redefine the African nar-
rative.

 “I wanted to change the 
African narrative. It is about 
time we get our name in 
the history book for the 

right reason,” Lola said at a 
press briefing with journal-
ist at Murital Mohammed 
International Airport two 
recently.

He also wants to encour-
age the younger generation 

to continue to dream and 
never give up.

 The remarkable journey 
which began in June 2016 
in Washinton DC, USA was 
launched by Oba Adeyeye 
Enitan Ogunwusi, Ooni 

travels, although only 
38% of South Africans 
feel this is necessary 
compared to 63% of 
Nigerians. Travellers 
from the UK are least 
likely to expand their 
linguistic skills with 
only 16% saying they’d 

be interested.
Amongst the Afri-

cans surveyed, French 
topped the list of lan-
guages they’d be keen 
to learn with 73% of 
Nigerians and 37% of 
South Africans aspir-
ing to impress Pari-

reason they look for-
ward to travelling. Ni-
gerians are particular-
ly fond of their travel 
memories, with 69% of 
them citing these as a 
motivation. Fifty eight 
per cent of Nigerians 
say fond reminiscences 
is why they travel.

“ Who knew that 
Nigerians  were  s o 
s entimental?”  asks 
Kola Olayinka, Brit-
ish Airways commer-
cial manager for Nige-
ria. “I’d assumed that 
sightseeing or enjoy-
ing a family holiday 
would’ve topped the 
list of reasons why we 
travel.”

“These occasional 
surveys help us test our 
assumptions and can 
provide some helpful 
customer insights. For 
example South Afri-
cans generally aren’t 
interested in celebrity 
destinations, but it is 
more of a consideration 
for Nigerians.”

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

Travel destination PR 
appoints principal PR/
media consultant

T
OPCOMM PR Con-
cept & Events, fore-
most travels and 
destination Public 

Relations Agency in Nigeria 
has elevated Mohammed 
Abdullahi, previously Se-
nior PR/Media Consultant 
at TOPCOMM PR to the 
position of Principal Public 
Relations and Media Con-
sultant.

Effective since January 
2017, Mohammed Abdulla-
hi is saddled with additional 
responsibilities arising from 
the new position which in-
cludes greater engagement 
with existing clients and 
increased business develop-
ment functions.

According to Tope Og-
beni-Awe, Founder and 
Chief Service Officer at 
TOPCOMM PR, “Abdullahi 
has been a dedicated staff 
for more than 7 years. It 
is only natural that the 
c ompany rewards him 
for all the hard work and 
dedication to duty. The 
company is pleased to put 
additional responsibilities 
on the shoulders of Abdul-
lahi whilst serving as a 
challenge to do better with 

of course, greater rewards.”
“It has been a continu-

ous optimistic challenge 
working for TOPCOMM 
PR over the years. Myself 
and the team work daily to 
build and sustain positive 
image for global brands 
and destination. For seven 
years and still counting, it 
has been a unique learning 
curve for me in the field 
of Public Relations, thanks 
to TOPCOMM PR,” stated 
Mohammed.

TOPCOMM PR Concept 
& Events, a niche Public Re-
lations and Events Manage-
ment Company has evolved 
into one of the leading agen-
cies in Nigeria and by exten-
sion West Africa providing 
premium, integrated mar-
keting communications & 
event management solu-
tions to businesses.

Established in the year 
2000, TOPCOMM PR offers 
bespoke strategic Public 
Relations; Media Relations; 
Government Relations; 
Digital PR & Social Me-
dia Engagement; Brand 
Activations; Conferences 
and Awards & Gala Dinner 
services.

of Ife.
He overcame a number 

of challenges which includes 
financial, technical malfunc-
tion and weather delay to 
complete the trip in nine 
months. He flew a total of 
300 hours solo.

 “It would have been a 
great honour to start and fin-
ish in Nigeria but we were 
financially constrained in 
achieving that because we 
could not secure sponsors 
to make it happen here,” 
he said.

 Lola who b e came a 
commercial pilot in 2008, 
stated that he was stuck in 
Asia for about two months 
owing to weather delay. 
He noted that the fear of 
failure was the biggest 
thing that motivated him 
to succeed.

 He stated that the Nige-
ria’s aviation industry needs 
a lot of support, stating that 
the country currently has 
more of its pilots outside 
its shores than those in the 
country.

 The trip was sponsored 
by Tolaram Group, Trans-
lynx Nigeria Ltd and Air 
Djibouti with support and 
partnership from various 
companies and individuals.
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A
s the menin-
gitis cases are 
being treated, 
priority is also 
being given to 

ensuring the outbreak does 
not spread and claim more 
casualties.

Abdulaziz Yari, Gover-
nor of Zamfara state which 
recorded the first case of 
meningitis in the North, 
has pledged to sustain ac-
tivities of the Maternal 
Newborn and Child Health 
programme (MNCH2) in the 
state. 

Key stakeholders includ-
ing Isaac Adewole, minister 
of Health, and Faisal Shuaib, 
executive Director, National 
Primary Health Care De-
velopment Agency, were 
present when the Governor 
made this pledge recently 
during in a bid to tackle 
the current meningitis out-
break in his state. 

Yari promised that life 
saving drugs and commodi-
ties will continuously be 
available to women and 
children in the state for free. 

Meningitis: Zamfara offers assurance to MNCH2 
on sustainability of life saving interventions

He also gave a nod of 
approval to partnership 
talks between the state and 
the Society of Gynaecology 
and Obstetrics of Nigeria 
(SOGON) for the operation-
alisation of the Volunteer 
Obstetrics Scheme (VOS) 
and the Maternal and Peri-

TIAMIYU ADIO

H
eightened activity in the 
amygdala  a region of the 
brain involved in stress  is 
associated with a greater 
risk of heart disease and 

stroke, according to a study published 
in The Lancet that provides new in-
sights into the possible mechanism by 

How stress may increase risk of heart disease and stroke
which stress can lead to cardiovascular 
disease in humans.

While more research and larger 
studies are needed to confirm the 
mechanism, the researchers suggest 
that these findings could eventually 
lead to new ways to target and treat 
stress-related cardiovascular risk.

Smoking, high blood pressure and 
diabetes are well-known risk factors 
for cardiovascular disease and chronic 
psychosocial stress could also be a risk 
factor.

Previously, animal studies identi-
fied a link between stress and higher 
activity in the bone marrow and 
arteries, but it has remained unclear 
whether this also applies to humans. 
Other research has also shown that 
the amygdala is more active in people 
with post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), anxiety and depression, but 
before this study no research had 
identified the region of the brain that 
links stress to the risk of heart attack 
and stroke.

In this study, 293 patients were 
given a combined PET/CT scan to 
record their brain, bone marrow and 
spleen activity and inflammation of 
their arteries. The patients were then 
tracked for an average of 3.7 years to 
see if they developed cardiovascular 
disease. In this time 22 patients had 
cardiovascular events including heart 
attack, angina, heart failure, stroke and 
peripheral arterial disease.

Those with higher amygdala activ-
ity had a greater risk of subsequent 
cardiovascular disease and developed 
problems sooner than those with 
lower activity.

The researchers also found that the 
heightened activity in the amygdala 

natal Death Surveillance 
Review (MPDSR).

Salma Anas-Kolo, nation-
al Team Leader, briefed the 
Governor on the activities of 
the programme in the state.

She encouraged the gov-
ernor to employ graduates 
of the community midwife-

ry programme in order to 
bridge the human resource 
gap in the state’s health 
system.

Earlier, Anas-Kolo briefed 
the health minister of the 
support of MNCH2 in the 
area of making drugs avail-
able for the treatment of 

was linked to increased bone mar-
row activity and inflammation in the 
arteries, and suggest that this may 
cause the increased cardiovascular 
risk. The authors suggest a possible 
biological mechanism, whereby the 
amygdala signals to the bone mar-
row to produce extra white blood 
cells, which in turn act on the arteries 
causing them to develop plaques and 
become inflamed, which can cause 
heart attack and stroke.

In a small sub-study, 13 patients 
who had a history of PTSD also had 
their stress levels assessed by a psy-
chologist, underwent a PET scan and 
had their levels of C-reactive protein 
-- a protein that indicates levels of 
inflammation in the body -- measured. 
Those who reported the highest levels 
of stress had the highest levels of 
amygdala activity along with more 
signs of inflammation in their blood 
and the walls of their arteries.

“Our results provide a unique 
insight into how stress may lead to 
cardiovascular disease. This raises the 
possibility that reducing stress could 
produce benefits that extend beyond 
an improved sense of psychological 
wellbeing,” said lead author Dr Ahmed 
Tawakol, Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Harvard Medical School, 
USA. “Eventually, chronic stress could 
be treated as an important risk factor 
for cardiovascular disease, which is 
routinely screened for and effectively 

managed like other major cardiovas-
cular disease risk factors.”

The researchers note that the 
activity seen in the amygdala may 
contribute to heart disease through 
additional mechanisms, since the 
extra white blood cell production and 
inflammation in the arteries do not 
account for the full link. They also 
say that more research is needed to 
confirm that stress causes this chain 
of events as the study was relatively 
small.

Writing in a linked Comment, Dr 
Ilze Bot, Leiden Academic Centre for 
Drug Research, Leiden University, The 
Netherlands, said: “In the past decade, 
more and more individuals experience 
psychosocial stress on a daily basis. 
Heavy workloads, job insecurity, or 
living in poverty are circumstances 
that can result in chronically increased 
stress, which in turn can lead to 
chronic psychological disorders such 
as depression.” She says that more 
research is needed to confirm the 
mechanism but concludes: “These 
clinical data establish a connection 
between stress and cardiovascular 
disease, thus identifying chronic stress 
as a true risk factor for acute cardiovas-
cular syndromes, which could, given 
the increasing number of individuals 
with chronic stress, be included in risk 
assessments of cardiovascular disease 
in daily clinical practice.”

meningitis patients across 
the 14 Local Government 
Areas of the state. 

Zamfara is one of six states 
in the country supported by 
the MNCH2 programme 
including Kano, Kaduna, 
Katsina, Jigawa, and Yobe. 

Abdulaziz Yari, Governor of Zamfara state in a meeting with Isaac Adewole, minister of Health, Binta Bello, Perm Secretary, Faisal 
Shuaib, ES NPHCDA and Salma Anas-Kolo, national Team Lead MNCH2 
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T
he Nigeria Football Federa-
tion has given Green Light 
to Godswill Akpabio Inter-
national Stadium, Uyo as 
venue for 2019 Africa Cup 

of Nations qualifier match between 
the Super Eagles of Nigeria and Bafa-
na Bafana of South Africa.

An inspection team from the Nige-
ria Football Federation (NFF) led by 
the federation’s chairman of Techni-
cal and Development Committee, 
Barrister Chris Green has expressed 
satisfaction with the current state of 
facilities and the playing turf of God-
swill Akpabio International Stadium, 
Uyo that is slated to host the 2019 Af-
rica Cup of Nations qualifier between 
Nigeria and South Africa.

Green, alongside NFF Deputy Gen-
eral Secretary, Dr. Emmanuel Ikpeme 
inspected the magnificent facility, 
nicknamed ‘Nest of Champions’ and 
which hosted the 2017 Africa Cup of 
Nations qualifier between the Super 
Eagles and Tanzania in September 
2016, as well as the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup qualifying match between the 
Eagles and the Fennecs of Algeria five 
months ago.

Anthony nlebem 
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Anthony nlebem with agency reports

NFF okays Uyo stadium for Super Eagles vs. South Africa game

“We are delighted with the state of 
the playing turf and other facilities at 
the Godswill Akpabio Stadium,” Green 
told thenff.com. “I can tell you that the 
pitch is just as it was when the Super 
Eagles played Algeria in the World 
Cup qualifier in November last year.

“The fact that Julius Berger has also 
started some work on the turf is even 
more re-assuring. They are adding 
manure, and afterwards will do cut-
ting and rolling, and they have the 
benefit of the weather at this period. 
By the time we host South Africa on 

We are committed to referees safety, welfare- LMC boss

T
he Chairman of the League Manage-
ment Company (LMC), Shehu Dikko 
has restated that safety and welfare 
of all persons at match venues counts 

high and this includes that of Match Officials, 
which he said, is of paramount importance to 
the league body.

Dikko was clarifying the misconception 
contained in a letter to him by the President of 
the Nigeria Referees Association (NRA), Tade 
Azeez that suggested that the LMC neglected 
to order compensation for the Match Officials 
assaulted at the Sani Abacha Stadium by some 
misguided fans after the Match Day 18 fixture 
between Kano Pillars and Akwa United.

The LMC Chairman said it would be wrong 
to create an impression that assault on match 
officials has been a regular feature of the NPFL 
and pointed out that the incident in Kano was 
just the second on-field incident that affected 
match officials with the first being on Match 
Day 1 in Enugu in the match between Rangers 
International and Abia Warriors. In this case 
the LMC fined Rangers N250,000 as compen-
sation to the Match Commissioner who was 
the victim in addition to any certified medical 
expenses that may arise.

In the Matchday 12 incidence in Nnewi, the 
LMC investigated the report and found that 
the attack on the match officials could have 
been a robbery as it happened on their way 
to the motor park a day after the match and 

10th June, the pitch will be one of 
the very best anywhere in Africa,” 
he added.

The inspection visit to Uyo was to 
ascertain the condition of the playing 
pitch and indeed other facilities at 
the Godswill Akpabio International 
Stadium, as well as the level of com-
mitment of the State Government to 
hosting the big match.

After the inspection, the team 
reported, “Every inch of the field 
is covered by grass and the grass is 
lush green. Julius Berger (the com-
pany that built the stadium) has 
commenced work on the field for 
the purpose of bringing it to the best 
standard possible. Every other facility 
is in good condition. The condition of 
the field, as it is now, is good enough 
for matches to be played on it. The 
Akwa Ibom State Government has 
continued to show desire and com-
mitment to hosting the match.”

However, in order to maintain 
the lush-green state of the pitch, the 
inspection team has advised that 
no activity be carried out on it until 
ongoing work is completed and the 
2019 Cup of Nations qualifier between 
the Eagles and the Bafana Bafana is 
played.

wrote to warn FC IfeanyiUbah that Referees 
must be protected until they depart the city. 
The Match officials’ reports also supported 
this finding.

Dikko further corrected the erroneous 
impression that the compensation for the 
Match Officials assaulted in Kano on Sunday 
were not covered by the sanctions announced 
on Tuesday.

“This was indeed the second charge in the 
Summary Jurisdiction notice issued Kano Pil-
lars and which read, “You are in breach of Rule 
C1 of the Framework and Rules of the Nigeria 
Professional League Football League, in that 
on Sunday, 9th April, 2017, immediately after 
your Match Day 18 Fixture: Kano Pillars FC vs. 
Akwa United FC, some of your stewards and 
supporters assaulted match officials (includ-
ing the Referee, the First Assistant Referee, 
the Second Assistant Referee and the Fourth 
Official), thereby failing to comply with the 
principles of fair play and sportsmanship.

“We went ahead to fine Kano Pillars N1m 
for this breach and impose the payment of 
compensation of N250, 000 for each of the 
four match officials in addition to any verified 
medical cost that the injured officials may 
bring. This was contained in paragraph B of 
the Summary Jurisdiction notice issued to 
Kano Pillars”, Dikko further stated.

The LMC said it considers match officials 
and the NRA as partners in the organisation 
of the league and advised that all channels 
of communication existing between the two 
bodies should always be used, harping on the 
need to avoid public statements that tend to 
portray the league negatively.

“Our public statement on the recent sanc-
tions started with assurances to Fans, Referees, 

Players, Coaches and Journalists that safety at 
match venues would continue to be attended 
to at all times and this explains why we have 
taken deliberate steps to attend to the general 
and individual professional pursuits of our 
Referees through financial and material sup-
port.”

This season, the LMC has included match 
officials in a comprehensive combined welfare 
e Insurance package for Nigeria Professional 
Football League (NPFL) which before now 
covered only Club Officials, Coaches, players 
and backroom staff. Indeed, the compensation 
package negotiated for the Referees is higher 
than all parties as they are at more risk given 
their very critical role in matches. It is note-
worthy that the LMC is at present processing 
claims for a Referee who sustained injuries 
from an accident on his way home from an 
NPFL match.

He insisted that contrary to the claims by 
the NRA President, “all claims arising from 
previous assaults on match officials were 
remitted directly to the concerned persons 
directly by the LMC which in turn deducts the 
amount from clubs’ earnings from sponsorship 
funds. The only outstanding claim is that of 
Referee Ago who in respect of his damaged 
FIFA wrist watch and for which he made an 
initial claim in dollars but has now agreed to 
be compensated in Naira”.

Finally, Dikko assured the NRA President 
that the LMC will not relent in providing the 
right environment and atmosphere at match 
venues on match days to ensure that Referees 
discharged their responsibility without hin-
drance. To this end, additional security mea-
sures would be instituted at all match venues 
to ensure the right atmosphere at all matches.



Premier League faces £312m loss after currency fall

Sports

T
he Premier League is set to 
announce a record loss after 
new accounting rules and 
the declining value of pounds 
sterling forced it to declare 

the cost of protecting itself from the 
currency risk attached to its lucrative 
TV contracts.

The organisation behind the top tier 
of English football will reveal a pre-tax 
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loss of £312m when it releases annual 
results, according to documents seen by 
the Financial Times.

Next week, Companies House will 
publish the Premier League’s filing for 
the financial year ending July 31 2016, 
which covers the 2015/16 season that 
culminated in Leicester City’s dramatic 
Premier League triumph.

For many years the TV contracts 
that have fuelled the league’s boom 

have been paid in Pounds sterling, 
dollars and euros with the company 
paying the league clubs in sterling 
and using derivatives to manage the 
exchange rate risk.

Last summer was the first time the 
Premier League was required to present 
its results under new UK accounting 
standards that changed the reporting 
for derivatives. Companies using hedges 
to insure against unexpected or adverse 
moves in the currencies market had 
to value their contracts annually at 
market prices, instead of making a final 
record once any deals had matured.

On the last day of the Premier 
League’s financial year, July 31, the 
pound stood at $1.32, a 12 per cent de-
cline since the EU referendum.

That turned what would have been 
a gain of £638,000 under the old stan-
dards into a paper loss of £250m, the 
Premier League said. It insisted that the 
figure had no impact on its real income 
or operations, or on its ability to pay 
the clubs.

The Premier League has a number of 
hedging contracts lasting for periods up 
to three years and maturing at differ-
ent times. Some of these remain open. 
If exchange rates remain stable then 
the Premier League may crystallise its 
losses when they run out.

The UK’s Financial Reporting Coun-
cil has warned companies they face 
complications surrounding the report-
ing of results following the Brexit vote, 
such as the effect exchange rates may 
have on financial instruments. “The 
volatility in the markets following the 
referendum result may have an impact 
on balance sheet values,” it said.

The Premier League gains substan-

tial income in US dollars and euros, 
mainly through the sale of interna-
tional broadcasting rights. This season, 
clubs in the league will benefit from 
their split of an estimated £3bn from 
overseas rights deals.

Revenues continued to increase, 
reaching £2.04bn, up from £1.99bn. It 
will have more cash this year, thanks 
to its new £5.1bn domestic television 
rights deal with Sky and BT.

The English group’s earnings far 
outstrip rivals across Europe. Last June, 
Germany’s Bundesliga signed a four-
year broadcasting deal with Sky and 
Eurosport for €4.6bn — a record for 
Germany’s top division.

The Premier league distributes the 
vast majority of its income to its 20 
member clubs, as well as making other 
payments to support “the English foot-
ball pyramid”, which includes lower 
leagues and grassroots football.

Football clubs have sought advice 
from lawyers and financial consultants 
about the potential impact of Brexit on 
their activities.

The sharp fall in the pound has al-
ready led to clubs facing higher bills to 
acquire foreign players. In the weeks 
after the vote, Daniel Geey, a sports law-
yer at Sheridans, said: “If there is a euro 
amount to a player’s buyout clause, that 
amount has become more expensive 
and has potentially scuppered deals.”

Like the Premier League, the big-
gest football clubs in the league hedge 
against currency, earning euros from 
playing in European competition and 
dollars from international sponsorship 
deals. But smaller clubs looking to ac-
quire foreign players are most likely to 
be stretched by the drop in the pound.

Arsenal board split over Winger’s future

R
eports from England revealed 
that Arsenal board are divided 
over the future of Arsene 
Wenger

Wenger is out of contract at the end 
of the season and calls for the French-
man to end his 20-year reign at the 
North London club grew louder after 
they suffered their fifth loss in eight 
league games at Crystal Palace on 
Monday.

The Arsenal board, according to Brit-
ish media, are divided over Wenger’s 
future after the 3-0 defeat at Selhurst 
Park left the club sixth in the league, 
seven points behind fourth-placed 
Manchester City with a game in hand.

But embattled Wenger has said he 
was unsure whether there were divi-
sions in the club’s boardroom regarding 
his future and that he was more focused 
on salvaging his team’s stuttering Pre-
mier League campaign.

“I don’t know. What happens above 
in the board is not down to me,” Wenger 
told reporters.

“I focus on what is important for me 
(which) is the performance of the team 
and what the fans are interested in is 
the performance of the team.”

Wenger, however, believes his re-

lationship with majority shareholder 
Stan Kroenke remains unchanged.

“I believe our relationship has always 
been the same, it has not changed,” 
said Wenger, adding that “nothing has 
changed” with regard to whether he 
will extend his contract.

Arsenal chief executive Ivan Gazidis 
is pushing for change, including an 
overhaul of the club’s scouting network 
and the appointment of a director of 
football, say British media.

Former Arsenal winger Marc Over-
mars, currently director of football 
at Ajax Amsterdam, has been widely 
tipped for the role but Wenger said he 
was not aware of the reports.

“No, I am not aware of the Overmars 
speculation. I like Marc Overmars. It is 
always difficult. We spend a lot of time 
in our society focusing on things that 
are superficial,” he said.

The Frenchman added that Arsenal 
face a massive challenge to finish in the 
top four and qualify for the Champions 
League.

He said injured defender Laurent 
Koscielny and keeper Petr Cech have 
“80 percent” chance of returning to 
the squad in time for Monday’s trip to 
second-bottom Middlesbrough.

FT
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Powering Africa’s transformation

A
frica has a bright future ahead of 
it. Productivity and growth will 
improve as African economies 
continue to place more emphasis 
on services and manufacturing, 

pursue commodity production, and achieve 
quick gains in agriculture and light industry.

But African countries’ success presupposes 
that they generate and manage energy 
sustainably to keep up with increasing demand. 
In the next 35 years, Africa’s population will 
continue to rise, with a projected 800 million 
people across the continent moving to cities. 
And Africans are already disproportionately 
exposed to the adverse effects of climate change, 
even though they are collectively responsible 
for less than 4% of global greenhouse-gas 
emissions.

Urban areas will  have to re duc e 
environmental stresses by promoting 
low-carbon energy systems, electric mass 
transportation, and energy-efficiency 
initiatives, as well as the use of cleaner 
cooking fuels. And rural areas can create new 
opportunities that reduce the need for urban 
migration, by expanding renewable energy 
systems and energy access.

But even with these measures, providing 
enough energy for a modern, inclusive 
economy will not be easy. Africa already 
experiences frequent power outages, even 
though more than 600 million people there 
do not have access to electricity, and current 

Moreover, African countries should seek 
opportunities to share infrastructure and 
create cross-border power pools.

Another important step is to invest in 
renewable energy. Africa has an exceptionally 
rich portfolio of clean-energy assets, including 
almost nine terawatts of solar capacity, more 
than 350 gigawatts of hydropower capacity, 
and more than 100 GW of wind-power 
potential. This is more than enough to meet 
the continent’s future demand.

At the same time, renewable-energy 
sources are becoming less expensive, making 
them increasingly competitive with fossil-
fuel alternatives. For example, the price of 
utility-scale photovoltaic solar energy in 
Africa fell by 50% between 2010 and 2014, 
and continues to decrease today. And South 
Africa’s Renewable Energy Independent 
Power Producer Procurement Programme 
has seen an overall decline in bid prices and 
oversubscription rates.

Innovative off-grid and mini-grid 
electricity-distribution systems, meanwhile, 
are already transforming Africa’s energy 
landscape and multiplying the ways to exploit 
clean-energy sources and expand electricity 
access for the poor, particularly in areas where 
consumers are widely dispersed. Companies 
such as M-kopa and Mobisol have made small 
solar-energy systems available to thousands of 
African homes, by allowing their customers to 
pay in installments on their mobile devices.

Still, to accelerate a market shift on the 
scale that Africa needs will require increased 
financing from export credit agencies, 
development banks, commercial financial 
institutions, and other cross-border sources.

Africa has a chance to bring hundreds of 
millions of people without electricity into the 
modern economy; and we have an opportunity 
to pioneer the next investment frontier. 
Getting Africa’s energy transformation right, 
by pursuing a mix of policies and investments 
that boost diversity and strengthen resilience, 
will ensure a brighter future for us all.

(c): Project Syndicate
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demand is relatively modest.
To avoid the harmful spillover effects of 

high-carbon economic growth, Africa will 
have to undergo a “climate smart” energy 
revolution. African countries will need to 
build climate-resilient infrastructure and tap 
into the continent’s abundant renewable-
energy resources. Doing so will broaden 
access to energy, create green jobs, reduce 
environmental pollution, and enhance energy 
security by diversifying sources.

At the same time, Africa’s energy revolution 
will itself be challenged by some of the worst 
effects of climate change. For example, as 
rainfall becomes more erratic, hydropower 
production and revenues may decline. This 
risk can be managed by modifying existing 
investment plans to account for large climate 
swings. Still, for the region to adapt, the United 
Nations Environment Programme estimates 
that it will need annual investments of about 
$7-15 billion by 2020, and $50 billion by 2050.

Rather than treating new climate-related 
risks as hurdles to overcome, we should 
view them as opportunities for investment 
and innovation. We are standing on the 
threshold of an exciting new era in which 
technological progress allows us to use a range 
of conventional and unconventional energy 
options (excluding nuclear energy).

African countries can now combine 
energy sources to adapt to realities on 
the ground. Unlike in past decades, they 
no longer need be tied to a single energy 
source. And, because much of Africa’s 
energy infrastructure remains to be built, 
governments have a chance to get their 
energy and infrastructure policies right the 
first time, thereby maximizing returns on 
investment.

Policymakers should take a few key steps 
to help transform Africa’s energy sector and 
boost long-term economic growth. For starters, 
making it easier, safer, and more financially 
attractive for private investors to enter power 
markets would boost competition, thereby 
spurring innovation and lowering costs. 

Week
Quotes of the

Many people use free antivirus software, 
so I thought a review of the more popu-
lar products might be helpful. These are 
ranked by highest to lowest user scores 
from various websites that compile those 
scores, such as cnet, softpedia, fileforum, 
etc. Such a ranking is based on usability 
since most users have no way to properly 
test antivirus capability, and thus the 
reason for the editorial comments. The 
sample size for these compiled scores 
range from hundreds of users to tens of 
thousands. Editorial comments are from 
testing by PC Magazine, MaximumPC, 
Consumer Reports, etc. User scores and 
editorial comments were, for the most 
part, from the past year. All have real-
time protection and automatic updates, 
unless otherwise stated. Blocking refers 
to real-time protection; detection and 
removal refers to cleaning an infected 
computer.

Blogs
From the 

“How can the Attorney General that 
we screened in the House tell us how to 
carry out our duty? This is the first time 
in the history of black Africa that the At-
torney General is telling the Senate what 
to do”. Dino Melaye, Nigerian Senator. 
“During the 4th Assembly, Salisu Buhari 
was accused of certificate forgery; he 
was investigated and determined. In the 
5th Assembly, Bello Masari was accused 
of certificate forgery; it was investigated 
and was cleared. In the 6th Assembly, 
Dimeji Bankole was accused of not hav-
ing NYSC certificate; it was investigated 
and he had to show his NYSC certificate”. 
Ali Ndume, Nigerian Senator.
“A supplier was engaged by the Senate to 
supply a vehicle. While transferring the 
vehicle between Lagos and Abuja, it was 
impounded by the Customs. We believe 
that is an issue between the supplier and 
the Customs because the Senate has not 
taken delivery. So, why is somebody 
trying to drag in the name of Saraki into 
the issue? Yusuph Olaniyonu, special 
adviser on Media and Publicity to Bukola 
Saraki, Senate President. 

Numbers
50%
The Nigerian Export Promotion Council has stated 
that 50 per cent of fruits and vegetables harvested 
in Nigeria get damaged on a daily basis.

$200m
The World Bank said on Friday it has approved a 
$200 million loan to Nigeria to support the govern-
ment’s effort to boost small and mid-scale farmers.


