
The Book of Acts
Chapter 5

The Powerful Church
 

What is the theme of the book of Acts?
 

• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 
Let’s turn our attention this evening to chapter 5, where the narrative about the church members caring
for one another continues.
 
Acts 5:1-42(KJV) 1But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 2And
kept back partpart of the price, his wife also being privy to itto it, and brought a certain part, and laid itit at the
apostles’ feet. 3But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to
keep back partpart of the price of the land? 4Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold,
was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto
men, but unto God. 5And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear
came on all them that heard these things.
 

• What was Ananias’ motivation for doing what he did
• Perhaps he wanted recognition
• He did not trust God fully
• The issue here is not that Ananias was willing to give only a part of the money from the sale of the

land. Peter told him the money was his to do with as he wished. It was his misrepresentation and
lying that resulted in his death. He lied to the Holy Spirit

 
Genesis 4:7(NIV) 7If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin
is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.”
 
Luke 22:31(KJV) 31And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to haveto have you, that he
may sift youyou as wheat:
 
Ephesians 4:29-30(NIV) 29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.
30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

• Grieve – lupeo – to ditress ot – make sad
 
Ephesians 5:5-7(NIV) 5For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is
an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.£ 6Let no one deceive you with
empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7Therefore do
not be partners with them.
 
Revelation 21:7-8(NIV) 7He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my
son. 8But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice
magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the
second death.”



second death.”
• Lying to the Holy Spirit is serious business, because it saddens and grieves Him. It also opens up the

door to Satan, who will exploit the opportunity to steal, kill, and destroy in the life of the one who
is lying to the Holy Spirit

• Peter did not pronounce judgement on Ananias, he simply fell dead as a result of his blatant and
very publiclie to the Holy Spirit

6And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried himhim out, and buried himhim. 7And it was about the
space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 8And Peter answered unto
her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. 9Then Peter said unto
her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which
have buried thy husband areare at the door, and shall carry thee out. 10Then fell she down straightway at his
feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying herher forth,
buried herher by her husband.

• Sapphira was given the opportunity to tell the truth, but chose to continue in the lie. The result? She
died as well

11And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.
• Fear – phobos – alarm, terror

12And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they
were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch.

• Solomon’s Porch - The raised outermost part of Herod’s Temple with columns that went all the way
around the outer court

13And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them.
• Concerning the apostles - Acts 5:13(NIV) 13No one else dared join them, even though they were

highly regarded by the people.
14And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.)

• Signs and wonders attract people to Jesus
15Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid themthem on beds and couches, that at
the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. 16There came also a multitude
outout of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with
unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.

• Everyone who came was healed – there was no belief that sickness was God’s will. If sickness really
was God’s will in your life, wouldn’t it be a sin to desire healing?

17Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and
were filled with indignation, 18And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison.

• The religious crowd is at it again. Can’t stop the message, only lock up the messengers
19But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, 20Go,
stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.

• An angel helps in time of trouble
• Hebrews 1:13-14(KJV) 13But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I

make thine enemies thy footstool? 14Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation?

• The apostles confound the religious establishment
 

21And when they heard thatthat, they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught. But the high
priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council together, and all the senate of the
children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22But when the officers came, and found
them not in the prison, they returned, and told, 23Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety,
and the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we had opened, we found no man within.
24Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these things, they
doubted of them whereunto this would grow.

• Acts 5:24(NIV) 24On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were
puzzled, wondering what would come of this.

• What’s this all about?
25Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the
temple, and teaching the people. 26Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them without



temple, and teaching the people. 26Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them without
violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned.

• The temple soldiers were not willing to risk their lives. The apostles had favor with the people
27And when they had brought them, they set themthem before the council: and the high priest asked them,
28Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.

• They brought Jesus’ blood upon themselves
• Matthew 27:24-25(KJV) 24When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but thatthat rather a tumult

was made, he took water, and washed hishis hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the
blood of this just person: see ye to itto it. 25Then answered all the people, and said, His blood bebe on us,
and on our children.

29Then Peter and the otherother apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. 30The
God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. 31Him hath God exalted with his
right hand to beto be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32And
we are his witnesses of these things; and so isso is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that
obey him.

• Peter was telling them they knew nothing about God and did not have the Spirit of God. This
offended their pride and got them really angry.

33When they heard thatthat, they were cut to the heartto the heart, and took counsel to slay them.
34Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in
reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; 35And said unto
them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men.
36For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men,
about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered,
and brought to nought. 37After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away
much people after him: he also perished; and all, eveneven as many as obeyed him, were dispersed.

• Religious leaders have come and gone with no lasting effect
38And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be
of men, it will come to nought: 39But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to
fight against God.

• Gamaliel was a Pharisee, and believed in miracles and the resurrection, the Sadducees did not
40And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten themthem, they commanded that
they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

• They had to beat them to justify their arrest
41And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer
shame for his name.

 
• Mark 10:29-30(NIV) 29“I tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or

sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30will fail to receive a
hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—
and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.
 

42And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.
• Did they obey the council?
• Why not?

 


