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Tribute to Robert W. Hansen, Editor Par Excellence,  
from a Grateful Colleague: My Last ZOO VIEW Column

Please bear with me as I begin this tribute to Robert W. Hansen 
with a brief vignette as to my own experiences prior to becoming 
Section Editor of the new Zoo View (ZV) column in Herpetological 
Review (HR) in 2002. My curatorial career started in 1966 at Dallas 
Zoo and lasted for thirty years until my retirement. Since I was still 
relatively young and worried about my brain becoming addled 
with all this free time, I contacted my mentor Roger Conant for 
advice. He stressed that anyone planning retirement needs to 
incorporate two factors in planning a radically new lifestyle: make 
sure that a plan upon awakening each morning focused on a new 
project and that yesterday and tomorrow need to be different 
than today. My initial plan was to move to Washington, D.C. to 
work in a conservation organization. I learned that conservation 
organizations were no longer hiring biologists but instead it 
was individuals versed in commercial endeavors, lawyers, and 
others familiar with brokering land acquisition deals who were 
currently in vogue as new hires. As I aimlessly tried to find a 
new niche for the rest of my life, National Zoological Park (NZP) 
herpetological curator Dale Marcellini mercifully offered a slot 
as Research Assistant in the department. At Dallas Zoo, I had a 
competent secretary to transcribe my handwritten scribbles to 
understandable final products, so I never bothered to learn basic 
computer usage. In fact, my new co-workers nicknamed me “The 
Luddite” and “The Computer Virus.”

When Bob Hansen and Kraig Adler suggested a new zoo and 
aquarium section in HR and asked me to be section editor, I 
explained that my typing and overall editorial skills were non-
existent; I was concerned that this deficit would contribute to 
an inability to meet deadlines four times each year, resulting 
in frustration on their end. After Bob offered to assist me for as 
long as it would take to become proficient (something that never 
really happened), I reluctantly agreed to give it a try.

In the ensuing nearly two decades, I learned the brilliance of 
Bob as a manager as well as an editor. He returned thoughtful 
e-mails within a day. He patiently explained layout complexity, 
gleaned over three decades of editorship. He shared his vision 
of this constantly evolving publication that covers the scope of 
herpetology with his section editors but encouraged them to 
use their individual talents to create varied contributions. He 
used his low-key demeanor to present succinctly his vision and 
wishes to SSAR officers and the Board‐; witness their agreement 
to switch to including the use of color throughout each issue, a 
dramatic improvement.

In addition to his HR duties, Bob managed to find time to 
spend herping in the wild. As an example of productivity, his 

seminal paper on the Mexican Kingsnake complex (Hansen 
and Salmon 2017) is simply superb, with magnificent color 
photographs of localities and specimens. No herpetoculturist 
specializing in kingsnake biology cannot afford to be without 
this tome on the bookshelf.

So what does the biological community feel about HR? 
Universally, the reputation of this journal in our community 
is enthusiastic, finding the journal readable, full of interesting 
ideas and handsome to look at. Uniquely, I have never heard a 
single person complain about this publication, which is in deep 
contrast to the vitriol directed at some editors for unacceptable 
lag time and lack of feedback to authors on the status of 
manuscripts. Almost every incoming SSAR president has told me 
that their greatest fear is that Hansen might retire during their 
term in office.

When Bob alerted me that he was retiring after the June 2021 
issue, he stimulated me to begin thinking about my future with 
the ZV column without Bob. In the beginning, a number of my 
colleagues were excited to contribute to the section, but the 
submissions have slacked off, forcing me to fill in the gap with 
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my articles. After several discussions, we have decided to put the 
column into new hands, and so I am resigning with Bob. This fact 
should not be construed as an indictment against the incoming 
editor Drew Davis. I am sure he will do a great job; he has been 
Managing Editor so he will know the ropes and is hand-picked 
by a superb editor.

The ZV column will continue under the able hands of Robert 
Mendyk, Curator of Herpetology at the Audubon Zoo in New 
Orleans, Louisiana and Research Associate with the National 
Zoological Park. He has an abiding interest in zoo history and has 
published many papers on captive and medical management of 
amphibians and reptiles. He is the founder and editor of Biawak, 
a superb online journal devoted to the biology of monitor 
lizards. His particular interest is varanids and he has published 
over 30 papers covering such topics as thermoregulation, 
feeding behavior, reproduction, social behavior, and longevity. 
In summary, he is well-equipped to take on the challenge of the 
column and I encourage the zoo community to send a plethora 
of manuscripts to overwhelm him as he begins his tenure as 
section editor.

There is nearly universal consent that HR has become the 
leading publication in the biological sciences, almost entirely due 
to the Hansen imprint. These are some of the reasons why I owe 
Bob my eternal gratitude‐he has dramatically enriched my life.

Since I am retiring from ZV so more free time is available 
to follow domestic pursuits (dusting, vacuuming, cooking, 
laundry, and so on), I have also started an irregular newsletter 
called Murphy Musings. It will contain my favorite historical and 
current items in herpetology. Since I was curator of birds and the 
aquarium at Dallas Zoo for a time, this newsletter will feature 
a smattering of articles in this arena of interest to me as well. 
Those wishing to be added to my distribution list free-of charge 
are encouraged to contact me via e-mail.

Acknowledgments.—I thank Judith Block, Robert Mendyk, and 
Bill Lamar for reviewing the manuscript and Kraig Adler who helped 
provide photographs.
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Fig. 2. Robert Hansen and David Wake at the SSAR Meeting, Univer-
sity of Kansas, 2015.

Fig. 3. Photographing Contia at Del Puerto Canyon, California, 2019. 
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