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Governor’s Task Force Looks for Strengths
And Resources in Communications Industry

lie records, open meetings, or legal
notices where telecommunications or

media are involved; or put the state in
the news or media business in the

form of state newspapers or state
radio."

mids costs which ultimately have to
be passed onto the consumer without
any corresponding benefits... Media
of Nebraska additionally stresses
concern if there were attempts to un
duly restrict public access to... pub-

Governor Robert Kerrey has ap
pointed a state-wide Communications
and Information Systems Task Force
to "identify the strengths and re
sources of Nebraska’s communica

tions industry and to review and re
assess stale regulatory structure as it
relates to the industry.”
David R. Buntain, chairman of the

task force committee on regulatory
and legal matters, said in a letter to
Joe R. Seacrest that his committee's

chief function is "to determine

whether it is necessary to update Ne
braska's statutes and regulatory
framework in order to adjust to the
changing technologies and develop
ments at the federal level."
Buntain wrote Seacrest to ask for

comments from Media of Nebraska, a

press coalition which includes the
NBA. Buntain hopes to have recom
mendations for the Governor by early
December.

Speaking for Media of Nebraska
Mr. Seacrest said, "The media indus

try has two particular interests; pro
tecting media content from govern
ment regulations which would violate
the First Amendment or its state

counterpart: and continued availabil
ity of access to the state’s commercial
telecommunication technological
structures and facilities on a non-dis-

criminatory basis between media and
other users."

Seacrest added. "If the federal gov
ernment surrenders on its preemp
tion of broadcasting regulations or
changes its position on the limited
content regulations dealing with
broadcasting ... or imposes cable
regulation at a federal level, Media of
Nebraska would urge the State of Ne
braska not to attempt to regulate sub
stantive content of media nor dupli
cate federal or local telecommunica

tions regulation... Duplicating tech
nological regulations simply pyra-

State SCA Survey

music: 5 stations using SCA's for mar
kets; 1 station using an SCA to feed
network material to affiliates; 10 sta

tions considering using SCA's; 21 sta
tions with no plans to use SCA's; and
1 station suggesting use of SCA's for
a state news network.

In October the NBA office conduc

ted a telephone survey on SCA use by
commercial FM stations in Nebraska

for the Governor's task force.

The results showed 2 stations using
SCA's for paging and 3 which will
soon be using them for paging; 3 sta
tions using SCA's for background

National SCA Survey
commodity reports (markets), 20%;
reading services. 12%; data transmis
sion, 11%; business news, 1%; other,
20%.

An August NRBA survey form
mailed to every FM station in the U.S.
indicated that stations returning the
form were using SC As for music, 36%;

Class C EducationalClass A Class B

Percentage of
stations using SCA's 34%61% 53%29%

Operate SCA
themselves

Lease SCA

81%53% 34% 27%

73% 19%66%47%

This chart shows gross monthly income generated by SCA's for sta

tions in the NRBA survey.

Class C EducationalClass A Class B

26%Under Si.000 29% 37%59%

38% 9%$1,000-53,000 19% 29%

$3.000-55,000 15%3% 5%

55,000-510,000 3%5%

510,000 plus 5%

7% 65%Nq Response 19% 27%



NBA Welcomes Pentz-McBride to Board
and First Amendment rights in gen
eral. She would like to see total de

regulation of radio and TV ratherthan
de-regulation that becomes re-regu
lation.

In an Oct., 1982, letter to FCC
Chairman Mark Fowler, Pentz-

McBride said, “1 am appalled by your
views on spectrum use fees in ex
change for deregulation! Why should
broadcasters pay for something that
should have been our due from the

beginning?... that these fees may go
to support public broadcasting ... is
like taxing all the nation’s car makers
to help bail out Chrysler,..” She
hopes the electronic media wi ll some
day have the same freedom news
papers have.
She believes Nebraska broadcast

ing is shaped by the heavy concentra
tion of small market radio stations

and a rural atmosphere. "Regulations
made for major metro markets don't
fit us, not even in Cmaha.”

Mrs. Pentz-McBride is attracted to

radio because “It’s always changing.
The technology blows my mind.. .wi ll
private radio be here in 20 years or will
we see a kind of hybrid? It is also very
appealing to work with First Amend
ment rights. I like radio’s very special
public responsibility. It can function
when no other medium can. Beatrice

was divided in two by the 1973 flood.
Cne side of town didn’t get a news
paper for three days. People couldn’t
call across town. One of our stations

stayed on the air continuously for
three or four days. We found out
where people were and announced it
on the air so their families would

know.”

Newly elected NBA Board member
Jana Pentz-McBride grew up in
broadcasting. She remembers ans
wering the phone during telethons
when she was seven, cleaning station
carpets in eighth grade, and painting
the outside of the building.
She moved on to work as a news re

porter, bookkeeper, ad salesman,
disc jockey, announcer, administra
tive assistant, assistant station man

ager, and station manager.
On Oct. 1 she became General

Manager of KWBE-AM and KMAZ-
FM in Beatrice when her father, Gor

don Bud Pentz, stepped down.
Mrs. Pentz-McBride was born May

30, 1955, in Beatrice. Her father had
come to station KWBE as sales man

ager in 1950. He and her mother pur
chased the station in 1952 as a family
business. “Mom worked fulltime

through the ’50s and ’60s. She was
Dad's right hand person and made as
many decisions as he did.” The
Pentzes’ FM station, KMAZ, went on
the air in 1962.

Jana Pentz-McBride

Overexposed
Jana spent her freshman year of

college at St. Olaf’s in Northfield,

Minn., majoring in psychology. “I had
decided in high school that I would
not go into broadcasting. I was suffer
ing. from burnout or overexposure.
However, I missed the radio station

and went back to UNL my sophomore
year to work on a BA in broadcast
journalism.” She was chosen for Phi
Betta Kappa.
Following graduation, Pentz-

McBride spent two years in Scotts-
bluff managing a law office. Then she
returned to the family business.

In 1977 she married her hometown

beau, Bryce McBride, who is Chief
Engineer for both stations. They have
a son, Andrew Ryan, born Aug. 25,
1982.

Father Resigns

Bud Pentz, who resigned as Gener
al Manager of KWBE and KMAZ in
Beatrice as of Oct. 1, remains active
as chairman, president and chief
executive officer of MiA Enterprises,
Inc. MIA is the licensee of KWBE and

KMAZ.

Under Pentz’s leadership, KWBE
was the first broadcasting station in
Nebraska to have radar weather

tracking facilities and automobiles
equipped with two-way radio links.

His daughter and new General
Manager of the stations, Jana Pentz-
McBride, talked about her father’s

main contributions to broadcasting
thus far: “He went to Washington and
made them aware of Nebraska; he

travelled further and made many
state governments aware of the
broadcast industry; he spent endless
hours working for smal l market
broadcasting.”
Pentz has two masters degrees in

music and began hisadultworkiifeas
a professional musician in Joliet, III.,

and Chicago. According to his daugh
ter, “He finally got tired of dealing with
the musician’s union and hiding
under nightclub tables when the
Mafia had a shootout,”

Jana describes her father as “an

extremely admirable person and my
best friend.”

Mellow Rock Goes

KWBE has a MOR format and

KMAZ is mellow rock. “KMAZ signed
on with beautiful music which made

no money. From ’77 to ’78 it was coun
try which was successful but burned
itself out. Mellow rock seemed to fill a

gap in area programming and we’re
happy with it.”
Jana is the first and only woman on

the Beatrice Board of Public Works

which oversees utilities. She is vice

president of the YWCA Board (she
will be president next year), a United
Way Captain, and member of the
Women’s Division of the Chamber of

Commerce. She belongs to the Cen
tenary United Methodist Church.
She says, “I feel I Ike the baby on the

Board ... I hope to learn a lot.”

Goals for NBA

Mrs. Pentz-McBride would like to

have all Nebraska stations belong to
the NBA, “If we need to have board

meetings and state conventions in
western Nebraska to get everyone in
cluded, then we should.

“I’m open to the membership... any
member should feel free to call me

collect at the station to discuss what’s

on his or her mind.”

She said she’s glad the NBA is
working with thestate Supreme Court



Tafoya KJSK-KOXI
General Manager

Camera Coverage Of Supreme
Court Called Successful

Stan Tafoya joined KJSK-AM/
KOXI-FM in Columbus as General

Manager on July 5.
Tafoya said in a telephone Inter

view, “I came because I had a chance

to run my own shop... I always wanted
to do that.”

Tafoya’s broadcast career began in
1971 when hetook an announcing job
with KRKS, Denver. In 1976 he be

came Business Manager/Comptroller
at KLIR-FM, Denver, where he worked

unti l moving “back to the good life” in
Columbus.

Tafoya was born In Sidney, Neb.,
but grew up in Denver. He was a his
tory major at the University of Colo
rado in Denver. He married Teresa

Enciniaf and they have a four-year-
old son and one-year-old daughter.
KJSK/KOXI’s former general man

ager, George Basi l Anderson, Is stil l
active in the family broadcast busi
ness, working out of Denver.

An assessment of the trial use of

cameras in the Nebraska Supreme
Court has been sent to Chief Justice

Norman Krivosha in Lincoln by the
Media Steering Committee with a re
quest that the practice be continued.
A letter from Media of Nebraska

signed by Joe Seacrest and Alan
Peterson says, “Media of Nebraska
expresses the request and hope that
the experiment... will become per
manent without changeof the present
ground rules and retaining a media
coordinator... inthemedia'sopinion,
Larry Walklin of the UNL Journalism
School has functioned extremely well
as the camera broadcasting coordi
nator for both the court and media.”

The NBA raised $5500 from its

members to purchase the sound sys
tem that made the coverage possible.
NBA members WOWT, KOLN-TVand
KGIN-TV donated the technical staff

to Install the system.
The Supreme Court Issued guide

lines for the one year experiment
which began in November of 1972.
Dana Schrad, news assignment edi
tor of KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV, organized
the Media Steering Committee to
coordinate efforts and responsibili
ties. Thirty two media representatives
met weekly until plans were well
under way.
Newspaper photographs taken by

the Lincoln Journal, Lincoln Star and
Omaha World Herald were shared

with other newspapers through ar
rangements with the wire services.
Broadcast coverage was shared
through special arrangements with
participating stations KLMS, KRNU,
KLIN. KFOR, Lincoln; KYNN, Omaha;
KXNP, North Platte; WJAG, Norfolk;

KMMJ, Grand Island; KRVN, Lexing
ton; KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV, Lincoln,
Grand Island; WOWT, KETV, KMTV,
Omaha; KUON-TV/NE ETV Network,

Lincoln; KHAS-TV, Hastings; KNOP-
TV, North Platte; and KHJI-TV/Ne-

braska TV Network. Kearney.
In accordance with Court guide

lines, media representatives mailed
coverage requests to the Chief Jus
tice’s office and Media Coordinator

Larry Walklin. Walklin used an au
thorization form to notify media rep
resentatives of their assignments.
The media pool allowed work to
rotate.

There were 318 requests for cover
age of the 127 cases to come before
the court from November 1972

through September 1973.
The Media Steering Committee re

port made the following points:

1. There is great public interest in
the work of the Supreme Court. Audi
ence comments reflect a new aware

ness of the role of the Supreme Court
in government.
2. The Supreme Court Administra

tor, Clerk and staff have been very co
operative and have aided the experi
ment’s success.

3. Journalists have adapted to the
court guidelines and have met re
sponsibi l ities assigned by the media
coordinator.

4. Requests for coverage have
been consistent. There is a continu

ing interest by the media representa
tives in the broadcast and photo
graphic coverage.
5. All types of cases from different

areas of the state have been covered.

6. The attorneys have responded
to questions and helped clarify
issues.

7. Media representatives have dem
onstrated the ability to cooperate and
assist each other.

The report closes by saying “The
members of the committee strongly
urge that expanded media coverage
become permanent.”

Application Filed
For AM Station

At West Point
Who’s Listening?

CBS Sales has just released a study
which shows that 48% of the midday
radio audience is male. The midday
male listener is 18 to 49 with above

average income and education. The
study also shows that women work
ing outsidethe home spend aboutfive
more hours per week listening to the
radio than women working at home.

Dave and Sharon Kelly of Sioux
Falls, S.D. (Kelly Communications,
Inc.), have filed an application with
the FCC to open a new AM station at
West Point, Neb.

Kelly, who is the owner/manager of
a radio station in Gregory, S.D., says
he and his wife plan to move to West
Point.

According to a story in the West
Point newspaper, Kelly said “The for
mat of the station hasn’t been decided

yet. My wife is doing a survey to find
out what kind of a station residents

want. Al l of the programming will
originate in West Point. It won’t be a
satellite of any other radio station. We
may affiliate with a network, or run
some syndicated programming. We
really haven’t decided yet. The com
munity is large enough to support its
own radio station.”

According to Kelly the station wil l
operate at 840 on the dial with a power
of 2500 watts during daytime hours,
basically from sunrise to sunset. The
exact location of the station hasn’t

been determined and no tentative

opening date has been set.
Kelly started his broadcasting ca

reer in Detroit in 1960 as a disc jockey.
In 1965 he opened a radio station in
northern Michigan.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

November

Radio:

KM AZ-FM — Beatrice — Nov. 26,1962
KTTT-FM — Columbus — Nov. 25,

1969

KAMI — Cozad — Nov. 24, 1965
KMMJ — Grand Island — Nov. 1925

KRNY-FM — Kearney — Nov. 1,1962
KRVN-FM — Lexington —Nov. 1,1962
KBRX — O’Neill — Nov. 1955

KRSD-FM —Seward —Nov. 12, 1976

KWSC-FM — Wayne — Nov. 1971

Television:

KUON-TV — Lincoln — Nov. 1

KXNE-TV — Norfolk — Nov. 10, 1967

(satellite of KUON)
KHNE-TV — Hastings — Nov. 17,1968

(satellite of KUON)
KOMC-TV — McCook - Nov. 28,1959

(satel l ite of KARD)



Vavricek Looks Forward

To Two Years On Board

J-Schools See

Interest In

Broadcast Grow

Janet (Jan) Meyn. Their children are
Joanna, 4, and Joe, 1. Jay is on the
Board of Directors of the Central Ne

braska Good Will and Hall County
Chapter of the American Red Cross.
He belongs to Trinity United Metho
dist Church, the Chamber of Com

merce and Ducks Unlimited, a group
concerned with habitat development
and maintenance. He is active in the

local United Way campaign. Jay plays
slo-pitch softball and goes duck and
pheasant hunting. He won a pen and
pencil set for the best NBA con
vention suggestion in 1983: having a
display and question-answer session
on new technology.

Both UNL and UNO have had an in

crease in broadcast journalism ma
jors as opposed to print journalism
majors.
According to an Omaha World Her

ald story by Steven Stingley, UNL has
had a30% enrollment increase (200 to
287) in broadcasting during the last
five years and a 21% increase (213 to
268) in advertising. Enrollment in the
news-editorial sequence has dropped
5% (217 to 206).

Last year was the first time UNO
had more students in broadcast jour
nalism than in print journalism.

R. Neale Copple, dean of UNL’s
journalism school, said students now
entering college are among the first
for whom television played a major
role from birth. “Young people think
of the newspaper less as a place to go
to work,” he said.

Larry Walklin, General Manager
of KRNU at UNL, said jobs on the
electronic news side have increased

with new technology and the growth
of allied fields including cable, syndi
cators, specialized production agen
cies, insurance, and government reg
ulation and monitoring.
The number of radio stations also

continues to grow and many high
schools have radio/tv stations along
side the traditional school newspa
per. Students now come to college
aware of the electronic media, Walk

lin said. Previously, they became
aware of it after entering the univer
sity to prepare for print media careers.

Wrong ID’s

New NBA Director Jay Vavricek,
General Manager of KRGI AM/FM in
Grand Island, says the NBA “will have
to do a good job on the legislative
front because of de-regulation and
new things coming up in the industry
... Serving on the Board wil l give me
knowledge and experience. I hope I
can get more people actively involved
in the NBA. I think it will be fun.”

Vavricek has spent his broadcast
career at KRGI and its sister station,

KSAL, in Salina, Kansas.

He was the first employee hired by
KRGI-FM. He started work as Station

Manager in June of 1975 following
graduation from Kansas State Univer
sity in Manhattan with a BA degree in
radio-tv broadcasting. The new FM
station went on the air in October.

In January of 1980 Vavricek went to
KSAL as Assistant General Manager.
In December of 1980 he moved back

to Grand Island as General Manager
of KRGI-AM. In 1983 he moved into

his present position. The FM station
has a country format; the AM is adult
contemporary.

Jay enjoys broadcasting because
“it’s fast-paced, creative and compe
titive and brings out the best in a per
son.”

In college he was sports director of
the university FM station and did
some general broadcasting and
sportscasting. He served brief stints
as a disc jockey.
Jay was born in Wichita, Kansas,

and grew up in the northeast Kansas
community of Waterville. He married

The woman with Dave Young,
KSID, Sidney, is Mrs. Dick Yant-
zie from KCNI, Broken Bow, not
Mrs. Young.

A Letter to Nebraska Broadcasters;

“I want to congratulate you foryour
superb efforts in obtaining 66% of
your delegation as co-sponsors of HR
2382, our Deregulation Bill... if other
states do even half as well as Ne

braska we are going to soon have a
majority of the House with us.., You
should be proud of yourselves, the
NBA and... your Congressional dele
gation. I am.”

Guess who? This man enjoy
ing the company of Bob and
Ginny Thomas in last month’s
Modulator is Willard Morton,
Manager of KMMJ in Grand Is
land, He was identified as Gor

don Bennett of KRVN, Lexing
ton. The editor apologizes.

Best Regards,
Richard E. Wyckoff
VP, Broadcast Liaison
NAB

Editor's Note: The September Iowa Broadcasters

newsletter reports that they have received 100%

support tram their House members.



CALENDAR NBA Will Draft

Debate Proposal
For Election

Nov. 5 — In 1955 two stations joined
in broadcasting a program in
stereo. Listeners with both AM

and FM receivers placed their
sets twelve feet apart to get the
best effect.

Nov. 11-12 — Friends of Old-Time

Radio annual convention. Holi

day Plaza, Newark, N.J.
Nov, 14-16

LPTV Association low-power TV
and FM convention. MGM Grand

Hotel, Las Vegas.
Nov. 16 —OhioAssociation of Broad

casters Financial Management
School, Marriott North, Colum
bus, Ohio.

Nov. 17 — NBA Board Meeting, Omaha
Country Club, noon.

Nov. 18 — Ohio Association of Broad

casters “Small Market Potpourri.”
Westbrook Country Club, Mans
field, Ohio.

Nov. 18 — In 1941 American radio

networks dropped broadcasts
from Berlin because of German

censorship.
Nov. 19 — NAB Medium Market Radio

Committee Meeting. NAB Head
quarters, Washington.

National Translator/

Nov. 20 — In 1939 a pioneer FM radio
station began its broadcasts in
New York.

Nov. 28 — Groucho Marx made his
radio debut in 1932.

Dec. 4-8 — Ninth videodisc design/
production workshop, Nebraska
Educational Telecommunica

tions Center, Lincoln. In-depth
workshop with hands-on experi
ence for beginning videodisc de
signers and producers. Limit 40.
$650 registration fee includes
meals. Write or call Tausha

Schupbach, Group Secretary,
Nebraska Videodisc Group, P.O.
Box 83111, Lincoln, NE 68501.

(402) 472-3611.
Dec. 6-7 — NAB Executive Committee

Meeting. NAB Headquarters.
Washington, D.C.

Dec. 12 — The first radio signal was
sent across the Atlantic by Mar
coni in 1901.

The NBA Board of Directors met in

Lincoln Oct. 22 prior to the NBA-
sponsored pre-game lunch for the
press in Avery Hail.
The Board:

1. Agreed to appoint a committee
to study Ak-Sar-Ben Award proce
dures.

2. Agreed to draft a proposal for
sponsoring political debates in the
event a good debate opportunity
should arise.

3. Set Sept. 16-18 as the date for
the 1984 annual convention in Colum

bus.

4. Heard a report from the Freedom
of Information Committee by Ray
Depa. Mr, Depa urged all members to
let him know if they are having any
problems in this area. The Board de
cided to expand the committee mem
bership from 3 to 10 or 12.
5. Received materials from the

Coalition for Fair Compensation
which is working to raise state legisla
tive salaries.

6, Delayed picking a site for thy
1985 convention.

7. Heard a report on "Cameras in
the Courtroom” from Larry Walklin
(see Modulator story).

8. Set the next Board meeting for
Nov. 17 at the Omaha Country Club.

— NBA Legislative/Hall of
Fame Dinner, Lincoln.

Feb.

Endorsed By NBAInsurance Program
The NBA has endorsed the Market-

pac Commercial Insurance Program
for Broadcasters.

The STEP AHEAD program offers
coverage from stable insurance com
panies (the best are rated A+). It in
cludes property, general l iability,
commercial auto, and workers’ com

pensation. Two special features are
Broadcasters Errors and Omissions

insurance and the Commercial Um

brella program.
Optional property damage cover

age insures towers and antennas;
transmitting and receiving equip
ment; studio equipment; studio
props, scenery and costumes; mobile
technical equipment; physical dam
age to buildings caused by tower col
lapse; and film and record libraries.
These coverages can be written on a
replacement cost basis. If building or
studios are damaged or destroyed the
earnings/extra expense option re
stores normal earnings and covers
expenses to continue operation from
a temporary studio.
Because broadcasters have similar

insurance needs, the “law of large
numbers” helps distribute costs, re
sulting in lower premium prices. The
Broadcasters program has a good
track record in dividends. In 1980-81 a

15% dividend was declared on both

package/auto and workers’ comp
coverages. In 1981-82 a 6.2% dividend
on package/auto coverage was de

clared.

A  local, independent insurance
agent affiliated with Marketpac wil l be
contacting NBA members to explain
the program in detail. Members may
also work through their present
independent agents.

For more information contact Paul

A. Lewis, 8005 W. 110th St., Suite 220,
Overland Park, KS 66210, Phone

(913) 341-8310,

Reagan Signs
Marti Legislation

President Ronald Reagan has
signed legislation establishing Radio
Marti as a Voice of America program
beamed to Cuba 14 hours each day. It
will not be the free-standing govern
ment propaganda service that the ad
ministration first hoped for.
Broadcasters had expressed con

cern that Castro would effectively jam
any system disassociated from the
Voice of America and cause increased

interference on U.S. airwaves. The

Cubans have been jamming AM radio
broadcasts on a periodic basis for
years.

OWNERSHIP CHANGE APPLICATIONS
KCSR(AM)-KOSK(FM) Chadron, Neb. (610 khz, 1 kw-D;
FM: 97.5 mhz, 100 kw; HAAT: 844 ft.)—Seeks transfer of
control of Big Sky Co, from Deloris M. Kath (50% before;
none after) to Alan G. Kath (none before; 50% after).
Considerations; $250,000. Principals: Seller is
representative of estate of her husband, Kermit G. Kath,
deceased. As his representative, she also owns KATH-
FM Douglas, Wyo,; KGOS(AM)-KERM(FM) Torrington,
Wyo.. and had interest in KVSH(AM) Valentine. Neb.,
and KASL(AM) Newcastle. Wyo. Buyer is son of Deloris
and Kermit Kath. who has interest in KASL(AM) New
castle, Wyo. Filed Sept. 1.

KSTF(TV) Scottsbluff, Neb.; KYCU-TV Cheyenne, Wyo,,
and KTVS(TV) Sterling, Colo. (KSTF: ch. 10, 240 kw vis,,
24 kw aur.; HAAT: 840 ft.; KYCU-TV; ch. 5.100 kw vis. , 10

kw aur.; HAAT; 620 ft. and KTVS(TV): ch. 3.60.6 kw vis,, 6
kw aur., and HAAT; 760 ft.)—Seeks assignment of
license from Wyneco Communications Inc. to Burke
Broadcasting Co. of Cheyenne for $9.7 million (BROAD
CASTING, Aug. 8). Seller is owned by Lamb Enterprises
Inc,, Toledo, Ohio-based company, headed by Edward
Lamb, chairman. It also owns WICU-TV Erie, Pa. Buyer is

owned by A.T. Burke, president (97.9%) and K. Dillon
Schickli (2.1%). Burke is Longview, Tex.-based presi
dent of bottling company. He has no other broadcast in

terests, Filed Aug. 30.

FM ACTIONS

KEZH (101.5 mhz) Hastings. Neb.—Granted CP to
change frequency to 101.5 mhz: increase ERP to 49.6 kw.
and decrease HAAT to 255 ft. Action Sept. 15.

CALL LETTER CHANGE ASSIGNED

KEZS-FM Zimmer Broadcasting Co, Inc., Omaha. Neb.



MEMBER NEWS

KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV,
Lincoln

WOWT, Omaha KVSH, Valentine
Betty Gillings, KVSH advertising

saleswoman, took a week of vacation

time to accompany disc jockey-an
nouncer Kathy Kopetjka to Omaha
for Kathy's medical treatment. Ken
Headrick took the two on a tour of

KFAB and they visited the NBA office.

Channel Six began transmitting
from its circular polarized antenna in
September and put its new transmit
ter into operation in October. The
new antenna sends WOWT’s signal
horizontally and vertically simultane
ously. It is designed to increase re
ception for Omaha viewers who use
rabbit-ear antennas, and aide viewers

at the edge of WOWT’s signal some 85
miles from the transmitter. This in

cludes Columbus, Crete, Nemaha

and Leigh in Nebraska; and Corning,
New Market, Audubon and Danbury
in Iowa.

KOLN-KGIN is sponsoring a 24-
hbur School Closing Information
Service. When bad weather or other

emergencies call for closing schools,
10/11 will transmit a visual and audio

list at 6:30, 6:55, and 7:30 a.m., Mon

day through Friday: and at 10:30 p.m.
Sunday through Thursday. The
schedule has been printed on 100,000
cards for students in 300 schools in

the 10/11 coverage area.

KRVN, Lexington
KRVN was a finalist in the 1983

NRBA “Best of the Best” Sales and

Audience Promotion Contest, (more
details in the December Modulator).

“Ag Day", an agri-business news
program, has joined the early morn
ing weekday lineup on KOLN/KGIN.
It is distributed by satellite and can be
seen from 5:30 to 6 a.m.

News Director Steve Murphy was
featured in a Bob McMorris “Sun Up
Interview” in the Omaha World Her

ald. McMorris noted Murphy’s lon
gevity in a vulnerable job position.

Disaster Override For
Coiumbus TV Viewers

KOLN/KGIN has also dedicated its

Wallace-Sutherland television tower

and translator in Wallace, Neb. Resi
dents within a 40-mile radius of Wal

lace-Sutherland, including Ogallala,
Grant, and the resort area east of Lake

McConaughy, can receive the signal
on UHF Channel 23.

Cable television subscribers in Co

lumbus will be alerted to disasters via

their television sets following the
Columbus City Council’s approval of
an emergency override system rec
ommended by its TV Advisory Board.
The override will blank out sound and

pictures on all channels to broadcast
information in the event of a tornado

sighting, major flooding, severe bliz
zard, nuclear attack or epidemic.

Union Pacific System
Associate member Union Pacific

donated $200 to the University of Ne
braska Foundation for the NBA’s

scholarship fund.

KEFM, Omaha
KROA-FM, Grand isiand
The KROA reporter radio transmit

ter at Cortland is broadcasting at 92.7
MHz atop the Cortland Co-op
Elevator thanks to a $5800 fund drive

in Cortland and the surrounding area.
KROA is owned and operated by
Grace College of the Bible in Omaha
and is a listener supported station.

KEFM went on the air Oct. 21 about

3:30 p.m. with “The fresh and friendly
sound that lets you know you have a
friend...” The beautiful music format

is heard around the clock live at 96.1

on the FM dial. Pioneer Omaha broad

caster Joe Baker is General Manager
of the new station which employs 23
people. (More next month).
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