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Literature 
Standards 
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Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language.  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Reading Literature 
Assessments 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 



Teacher 
Directions 

Explicit step-by-
directions make 

these assessments 
very easy to 
implement. 

Reading Literature 
Assessments 

Teacher 
Scripts 

Scripts tell you 
exactly what to say 

to your students 
when implementing 
these assessments. 
The work has been 

done for you. 
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Passage  Skills Assessed 
Undercover Bookworm 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Explaining what the text says 
• Citing text evidence 
• Inferences 

Susan Periwinkle: First-Class 
Passenger 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Theme 
• Supporting details 
• Writing a summary 

At the Rodeo 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Describing characters 
• Describing events 
• Inferring character traits 

Tigerton's Ping Pong Champ 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Context clues 
• Vocabulary words 
• Figurative language (including 
characters from Greek mythology) 

Un-Yummy Lunch 
Poem written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text structure 
• Comparing and contrasting 
• Poems, drama, and prose 

The Cafeteria Dungeon 
Play written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text structure 
• Comparing and contrasting 
• Poems, drama, and prose 

Mom's New Diet 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text structure 
• Comparing and contrasting 
• Poems, drama, and prose 

Why I Hated Camp 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Point of view (first and third person) 
• Narrator's perspective 
• Comparing and contrasting 

Long Week at Camp 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Point of view (first and third person) 
• Narrator's perspective 
• Comparing and contrasting 

John Henry: The Steel Driving 
Man 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Multimedia elements 
• Comparing and contrasting 
• Visualizing 
• Making connections 

Reading Literature 
Assessments 

14 reading passages, poems, and plays to 
assess the Reading Literature Standards. 

continued on the next page... 
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Passage  Skills Assessed 
The Nail 
Passage adapted by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Theme 
• Topic 
• Pattern of events 
• Folktale, fairytale, and fable 

The Hare and the Tortoise  
Passage adapted by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Theme 
• Topic 
• Pattern of events 
• Folktale, fairytale, and fable 

The Pelican's Punishment 
Passage adapted by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Theme 
• Topic 
• Pattern of events 
• Folktale, fairytale, and fable 

Little Tommy 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Explaining what the text says 
• Citing text evidence 
• Inferences 
• Text structure 
• Context clues 
• Vocabulary 

Reading Literature 
Assessments 

14 reading passages, poems, and plays to 
assess the Reading Literature Standards. 



Standards Based Assessment 

  Susan Periwinkle always wanted people to think she was a big shot. She 
arrived at events in limousines, visited art galleries, and went to the fanciest 
parties. She didn’t want anybody to know how she actually got these things 
though. Susan Periwinkle wasn’t a rich celebrity. She was just crafty, clever, and 
creative. She was also very thrifty. The limousine rides came thanks to her cousin, 
who owned a limo service. She lived next door to a local artist who invited her to 
a lot of art gallery shows, even when his work wasn’t being shown. As for the 
parties, people just invited her to parties because she acted like she belonged at 
the most fashionable events.  

 Now Susan was taking a trip to where she thought she really did belong: 
Hollywood. She had won a plane ticket from a radio station, complete with a 
hotel stay and a meet-and-greet with a movie star. In typical Susan Periwinkle 
fashion, she arrived (by limo) at the airport in a jewel-studded gown.  

 “It’s amazing,” she thought, “look at this elegant gown that came from the 
thrift store.” While she admired herself in the limousine mirror, she went over her 
latest scheme in her head. 

 The airline workers wouldn’t know that she won the tickets, and surely they 
would upgrade someone as important as Susan Periwinkle to first-class. She had 
never flown in the extra cushy first-class section where the seats were like living 
room recliners and waiters served fancy meals. Susan was very excited about her 
trip. When she got to the airport, she strutted to the ticket counter, pointing her 
nose right up to the ceiling. 

 “Excuse me,” she said to the man behind the ticket counter. “This won’t do.” 

 “I’m sorry ma’am?” the clerk replied, confused.   

 “First-class. This should be a first-class ticket. I’m Susan Periwinkle,” she 
whined. She had a way of making her name sound so important that everyone 
assumed that she was very famous.  

 “Oh, of course, Ms. Periwinkle. But my records show you in coach,” the clerk 
told Susan, peering over his screen.  

 “Well, I know. That’s what my ticket says, but it just won’t do. Be a doll and 
upgrade me. I’ve never flown coach and I don’t ever plan to,” she went on.  

 “Oh, of course, Ms. Periwinkle.” The clerked typed feverishly at his keyboard. 
“It looks like I have a no-show for first-class. We can upgrade you to that seat.” He 
offered.  

Susan Periwinkle: First-Class Passenger 
By: Kristine Nannini 

To be used 
with:  

4.RL.2 

continued on the next page... 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 Susan thought of the first-class section, with its spacious, reclining seats and 
clean, private bathroom.  

 “Oh that will be excellent,” she accepted. 

 “Yes, but ma’am, I have to let you know if Mr. Grimper does arrive, I’ll have 
to give him his seat." 

 “If he’s already late,” Susan said, “he won’t be showing up now.” 

 Susan boarded the plane and sat in the huge first-class reclining seat.  

 “Soda please!” she said, waving her hand around.   

 Then she turned and looked toward seat 36D, the seat she should have had. 
It was taken. When they upgraded her ticket to first-class, they must have given 
her original seat to someone else. The plane was absolutely packed. But then one 
more passenger arrived. He stopped at the front of the plane and talked with the 
flight attendant, and then they made their way to Susan’s seat. 

 “I’m sorry, Ms. Periwinkle,” the flight attendant apologized. “Here is Mr. 
Grimper. This is his seat.” 

 “Well, where will he sit now? The plane is full,” Susan said with obvious 
snobbishness. 

 “What I mean to say, Ms. Periwinkle, is that it’s still his seat. He’ll be sitting 
here,” the flight attendant explained. 

 “Then,” said Susan with annoyance, “you expect me to sit in coach?” 

 “No,” the flight attendant said with a smile. “We sold your ticket to another 
gentleman when you changed to first class. You’ll have to leave the plane. We’ll 
surely have another flight in a couple of hours.”   

 Susan’s plans never ended like this. She didn’t know what to do, except 
leave the plane. So she did. The next flight didn’t leave until the next day. Susan’s 
prize from the radio station included a hotel stay, but only in Hollywood, not near 
the airport in Colorado. So Susan spent the night in the airport, wearing her ball 
gown, and feeling completely baffled. It seems that Susan Periwinkle was not 
nearly as important as she wanted people to think she was.  

Susan Periwinkle: First-Class Passenger 
By: Kristine Nannini 

To be used 
with:  

4.RL.2 
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Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 4.RL.2 
Score 

Instructions: Read the passage titled Susan Periwinkle and answer the questions 
below. 

1.) Which character trait of Susan’s helped her to get into fancy social events?  

 a.) humor 

 b.) honesty 

 c.) cleverness 

 d.) reliability  

2.) What theme or message would the author want you to take from reading this 
story? Describe the theme or message by supporting your answer with details 
from the text. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.com 12 



Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 4.RL.2 
Score 

3.) Why was Susan so surprised when she was told to leave the plane? 

 a.) She thought Mr. Grimper would agree to take a later flight.  

 b.) She never really knew how her plotted ideas would end. 

 c.) She thought that the flight attendants had heard of her.  

 d.) She was used to having her plans succeed.   

4.) Which of the following reasons led people to believe that Susan was wealthy 
and important? 

 a.) She was very famous.  

 b.) She bought the most expensive things.  

 c.) She knew a lot of famous people.  

 d.) She always acted or pretended to be wealthy and important.  

5.) Write a one paragraph summary of the passage Susan Periwinkle. Be sure to 
include the most important story elements: characters, setting, and plot.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Literature 
Assessments Multiple Choice 

and Written 
Response 
Questions  

Assessments include 
multiple choice and 
higher-order thinking 
questions to meet the 
rigor of the standards. Answer Keys 

Detailed answer keys are 
included for every assessment 

question. 

Embedded Video 
Embedded video allows students to make connections 
between the text of a story and a visual presentation of 

the text.  
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Text 
Standards 

4th Grade 



Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 

Reading Informational 
Assessments 
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Passage  Skills Assessed 
Coming to North America 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Explaining what the text says 
• Citing text evidence 
• Inferences 

Test Pilots  
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Main idea 
• Key details 
• Writing a summary 

Lightning 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Explaining a scientific concept  
• Explaining how and why things 
happen 
• Explaining what the text says 
• Citing text evidence 

Heredity 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Context clues 
• Domain-specific vocabulary words 
• Technical meanings 

Space Shuttle 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text structure 
• Text organization 
• Sequencing  

My Time in Basic Training 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Firsthand and secondhand accounts 
• Different perspectives 

Training for the Military  
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Firsthand and secondhand accounts 
• Different perspectives 

Measuring in the Solar 
System 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Text features (photograph and chart) 
• Explaining how text features contribute 
to the text 

The Invention of Writing 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Evaluating which evidence supports a 
point 
• Supported claims 
• Finding support for claims 

Arrival of the Interstate  
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Integrating information 
• Writing knowledgeably about a topic 
• Using information from multiple sources 

Reading Informational 
Assessments 

12 cross-curricular reading passages to 
assess the Reading Informational Standards.  

continued on the next page... 
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Passage  Skills Assessed 
Interstate Rules 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Comparing and contrasting 
• Integrating information 
• Writing knowledgeably about a topic 
• Using information from multiple sources 

Is It Better to Go Green? 
Passage written by: Kristine Nannini 

• Context clues 
• Domain-specific vocabulary words 
• Explaining what the text says 
• Explaining a scientific concept 
• Evaluating which evidence supports a 
claim 

Reading Informational 
Assessments 

12 cross-curricular reading passages to 
assess the Reading Informational Standards.  



Standards Based Assessment 

 Measuring objects and distances in space is a lot different than 
measuring them here on Earth. Almost everyone knows that the Earth is not 
the largest object in the solar system. Objects in the solar system are so large 
and distances are so great that the numbers involved are huge. Even 
measuring things on a planetary scale can be unbelievable. For instance, 
you may live a few miles from school, but what if you had to travel around 
the entire Earth to get to school? That would be 25,000 miles! 

 If you could travel straight through the Earth, it wouldn’t be quite as far 
though. That’s just 8,000 miles. Now think about the Sun. Even though it’s a 
fairly small star in cosmic terms, in relation to the Earth, it’s enormous. At over 
864,000 miles across, it has a diameter, or width, of about 109 Earths laid side 
by side. It also happens to be 93 million miles away. Your trip to school every 
morning should feel pretty short in comparison. 

Measuring in the Solar System 
By: Kristine Nannini 

To be used 
with:  

4.RI.7 

Earth 
Sun 

continued on the next page... 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 Distance isn’t the only thing that increases as you move through the 
solar system. Since many objects in the solar system are much more massive 
than the Earth, those objects have more gravity than the Earth. Jupiter's 
gravity, for example, is 2.5 times stronger than the gravity here on Earth. But 
the massive Sun has 28 times more gravity than the Earth. That means if you 
weigh 100 pounds on earth, you would weigh 2,800 pounds on the Sun! 
That’s pretty heavy. 

 As far as our everyday lives are concerned, measurements on Earth 
can be pretty big. But we are part of something much bigger than just the 
Earth. Measuring other things around the solar system can be overwhelming. 
But then again, our solar system is just a tiny part of a galaxy that is so big 
that light takes 100,000 years to cross it. When you consider that light travels 
186,000 miles every second, that’s pretty big.  

Measuring in the Solar System 
By: Kristine Nannini 

To be used 
with:  

4.RI.7 
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Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 4.RI.7 
Score 

Instructions: Read the passage titled Measuring in the Solar System and answer the 
questions below.  

1.) Which is the smallest object mentioned in the passage? 

 a.) Earth 

 b.) Moon 

 c.) Sun 

 d.) Jupiter 

2.) How much would you weigh on Jupiter compared to your weight on Earth? 

 a.) 100,000 times more 

 b.) 28,000 times more 

 c.) 2.5 times more 

 d.) 28 times more 

3.) Which is the largest planet mentioned in the article? 

 a.) Sun 

 b.) Earth 

 c.) The solar system 

 d.) Jupiter 

©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.com 21 



Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 4.RI.7 
Score 

4.) What does the author do to highlight the differences in measuring things on 
Earth versus measuring them throughout the solar system?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5.) How does the picture and graph help support the information in the text? Why 
do you think the author would include these visual aides?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.com 22 



Standards Based Assessment 4.RI.7 

Instructions: Read the passage titled Measuring in the Solar System and answer the 
questions below.  

1.) Which is the smallest object mentioned in the passage? 

 a.) Earth 

 b.) Moon 

 c.) Sun 

 d.) Jupiter 

2.) How much would you weigh on Jupiter compared to your weight on Earth? 

 a.) 100,000 times more 

 b.) 28,000 times more 

 c.) 2.5 times more 

 d.) 28 times more 

3.) Which is the largest planet mentioned in the article? 

 a.) Sun 

 b.) Earth 

 c.) The solar system 

 d.) Jupiter 

©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.com 23 



Standards Based Assessment 4.RI.7 

4.) What does the author do to highlight the differences in measuring things on 
Earth versus measuring them throughout the solar system?  

*Answers may vary: 
 The author includes a picture and a graph that show comparisons between 

the Earth and the Sun as well as gravity on the Earth, Jupiter, and the Sun.  

5.) How does the picture and graph help support the information in the text? Why 
do you think the author would include these visual aides? 

*Answers may vary: 
 The visuals make it easy to see how great the differences in measurement 

are. The author also uses a graph to display the numbers instead of just using 
words, which helps the reader understand and compare the numbers. The author 
uses two visual aides because it is hard for most readers to visualize measurements 
and distances that are this large. Unless you are looking at the Earth or Sun from a 
spacecraft out in space, no one has seen the Earth or Sun from this perspective to 
understand the size of these objects. 

©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.com 24 
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Writing 
Standards 

Main Standards and 
Substandards 

4th Grade 



Dear Teachers,  

Due to the complexity of standards 4.W.1, 4.W.2, and 4.W.3,  I have provided you with two 
different versions of assessments for these standards. You can assess your students on the main 
standards (4.W.1, 4.W.2, 4.W.3), and you can also assess your students on the substandards 
(4.W.1a, 4.W.1b, 4.W.1c, etc.). See below for more detail on standards 1 through 3.  

Main Writing Standards: 
Include: 4.W.1, 4.W.2, 4.W.3 

To assess on the main standard as a whole, I have provided a Continuum Answer Key for 
each writing prompt. The Continuum Answer Keys range from level 4 through level 1. You are 
to compare your students' work to these papers and assign a grade/level. In order to use 
these assessments with the Student Data Tracking Binder, grade your students' completed 
work with a level 4, 3, 2, or 1 and have them graph these results (I have added these graphs 
to the Student Data Tracking Binder). Or grade your students' completed work with a level 4, 3, 
2, or 1 and assign a percentage to each level: 

 Percentages: 
   Level 4: 100% - 90% 

             Level 3: 89% - 80% 
             Level 2: 79% - 70% 
             Level 1: 69% or lower 

Lastly, if you would like to accurately figure a percent and not use the above levels, you can 
use the rubrics provided to figure out a percentage. See each individual assessment for 
directions on how to figure a percent.  

Writing Substandards: 
Include: 4.W.1a, 4.W.1b, 4.W.1c, 4.W.1d, 4.W.2a, 4.W.2b, 4.W.2c,  
4.W.2d, 4.W.2e, 4.W.3a, 4.W.3b, 4.W.3c, 4.W.3d, 4.W.3e   

To assess the substandards, I have provided incomplete writing passages that students must 
complete to show their understanding of that substandard. I have provided one answer key 
page with each of the substandard assessments to compare to your students' work. 

Standards 5 through 10: 
Please note that there is not an assessment for standard 4.W.4. This is because a student must 
be at standard (level 3) in standards 4.W.1, 4.W.2, and 4.W.3 in order to be at standard in 4.W.
4. 4.W.4 measures a student’s ability to write for various purposes and for different audiences. 
A student who can do this in the three grade-level-appropriate writing types (argumentative, 
informational/explanatory, and narrative) is at standard for 4.W.4. 

See the assessment for 4.W.5 for further instructions. 

Lastly, due to the complexity of assessing students on standards 4.W.6, 4.W.7, 4.W.8, and 4.W.
10, I have combined these standards into one assessment as a Research Project Task. 
Students will pick a suitable research topic then follow a process of researching, prewriting, 
writing, editing, and revising to create a complete one-page research paper that explains a 
topic.   

       Thank you, 
       -Kristine Nannini- 

26 ©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.com 



Writing Main Standards 
Assessments 

Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 



Each Writing Main Standard 
Assessment includes:  

Planning 
Pages  

Help 
students 
organize 

their writing.  

Student 
Writing 

Booklets 
Helpful hints, 

checklists, and 
lined paper help 
guide students' 

writing. 



Teacher 
Directions 

Explicit step-by-
directions make 

these assessments 
very easy to 
implement. 

Teacher 
Scripts 

Scripts tell you 
exactly what to say 

to your students 
when implementing 
these assessments. 
The work has been 

done for you. 

Writing Main Standards 
Assessments 



Standards Based Assessment 4.W.3 

Teacher Planning Instructions 

You will need: 
-The Narrative Writing Planning Sheet (1 copy for each student). 

-The Student Writing Booklet  (1 copy for each student stapled together with the prompt 
on top).  

Note: You may copy these pages double-sided and staple them together in a booklet for your students or 
use lined paper instead of the booklet. 

-The Continuum Answer Keys and the Narrative Writing Rubric to assess each student's 
writing. 

Teacher Notes: 
-Read the verbal directions on the following page to your students.   

-Allow students 5 minutes to brainstorm using the suggested Narrative Writing Planning 
Sheet, or lined paper. 

-Allow students to write for 50-60 minutes in their Student Writing Booklet or on lined 
paper. (Note: You may alter the time depending on your class, the time of the year, 
and your students' writing stamina. You should not allow some students more time in 
order to accurately assess their level of understanding. You are welcome to monitor the 
room while your students write, but do not provide them with additional information. For 
students who are struggling to get started, it is up to the teacher to decide if this is 
because of a lack of understanding of the content or avoidance. Depending on the 
student and the situation, you may provide your student with encouraging words to get 
them started).  

-Give your students a signal that they have 5 minutes left in order to tie up any loose 
ends.   

-Collect, read, and assess the students' writing using the Continuum Answer Keys and the 
Narrative Writing Rubric. 

*You can use the Continuum Answer Keys to grade your students a level 4, 3, 2, or 1, 
(these graphs have been added to the Student Data Tracking Binders) or see below to 
figure a percentage. 

*Finding a percentage for Student Data Tracking Binders:  
Total points possible= 28 points 

________ / 28 x 100 = _______ % 
              score   
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Instructions – Step 1:  
-Pass out copies of the Narrative Writing Planning Sheet to every student. 

Note: At this point, you may guide students to brainstorm as much as you would like. This part is dependent 
upon the teacher, and what the teacher has taught his/her students with regard to brainstorming/pre-
writing. Once again, do not use this time to provide students with any additional information regarding the 
subject matter or prompt. 

Instructions – Step 2: 
-Pass out copies of the Student Writing Booklet (or lined paper) to every student.   
(Note:  Do not allow students to start writing to the prompt until they have had time to brainstorm). 

Instructions – Step 3: 

(Note: You may alter the time depending on your class, the time of the year, and your students' writing 
stamina. You should not allow some students more time in order to accurately assess their level of 
understanding. You are welcome to monitor the room while your students write, but do not provide them 
with additional information. For students who are struggling to get started, it is up to the teacher to decide 
if this is because of a lack of understanding of the content or avoidance. Depending on the student and 
the situation, you may provide your student with encouraging words to get them started.) 

Writers, in a few minutes you will have a chance to do some narrative writing by 
responding to a prompt. I will provide you with the prompt and you will use 
everything you know and everything you've learned to write a proper narrative. Use 
the first 5 minutes to plan what you will write and put the ideas down on the 
Narrative Writing Planning Sheet that has been handed out to you.  

At this time, I will pass out your Student Writing Booklets with the narrative prompts 
attached. This is where you will do all of your writing. When you get your booklet, 
write your name and date at the top and wait for further instructions.  

OR 
At this time, I will pass out lined paper. This is where you will do all of your writing. 
When you get your lined paper, write your name, date, and the title Narrative Writing 
at the top and wait for further instructions.  

1

2

Writers, now is the time to write a narrative piece. Think about everything you know 
about the prompt to make this your best piece of writing. I will read the prompt 
aloud, but I cannot provide you with any more information.  

(READ THE PROMPT ALOUD and answer any questions students may have.) 
If there are no more questions, you may use your planning sheet to guide you and 
begin your writing! 

3

Standards Based Assessment 4.W.3 

Assessment Day Instructions 
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Narrative Writing Planning Sheet 
Use this sheet to plan what you will write 

Prompt 

There is a knock at your door during dinner. When your parent gets up to answer the 
door, it turns out to be a long-lost cousin. Your parent remembers the cousin from long 
ago, but doesn’t recognize the cousin’s appearance after so much time. Write a short 

story that explains what happens during this encounter. 

Name: __________________                   Date: __________________ 
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Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Standards Based Assessment 
Score 

Prompt 

There is a knock at your door during dinner. When 
your parent gets up to answer the door, it turns out to 

be a long-lost cousin. Your parent remembers the 
cousin from long ago, but doesn’t recognize the 
cousin’s appearance after so much time. Write a 
short story that explains what happens during this 

encounter. 

Use the attached lined paper to complete your writing. 

4.W.3 

Student Writing Booklet: Writing to a Prompt 

Helpful Hints 

  Do I have a clear main idea that connects to the prompt?  

  Do I stay focused on the theme?  

  Do I support my main idea with important details/examples?  

  Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my 
central ideas? 

  Do I use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences?  

  Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help 
readers understand?  
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Standards Based Assessment 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.W.3 

Student Writing Booklet: Writing to a Prompt 

Name: _____________________      Date: ____________ 

Score 
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Standards Based Assessment 
   

 “Mom, just one more pork chop!” I pleaded. She just shook her head. 

 “Honey, I don’t think I made enough. Your brother might want another one.”  

 My brother looked up, cheeks bulging as he chewed his delicious pork. His head nodded 
up and down. I took a buttery bite of my corn on the cob. Actually, it was even better than the 
meat. Just as I put my corn down and reached for the salt, there was a loud knock on the door. 

 “Mom, somebody’s at the door,” I said, as if no one else had heard it.  

 “Well who can that be?” Mom asked herself as she made her way to the front door. 

  I heard the door open, but then there was a long time of silence. The silence broke with 
Mom screaming, “It can’t be!” Then she burst into the kitchen with a familiar-looking stranger. 

 “Kids, this is Frank!” Mom announced excitedly. 

  As soon as I heard the name, I recognized his face. It was a face from Mom’s picture 
albums. It was a child’s face, and then a teenager’s face in the albums, but the face of the man 
here was definitely the same. Mom and Frank grew up together like siblings, after Frank’s parents 
died. They were actually cousins, though I knew Mom thought of Frank as a brother. But they 
grew apart when Frank joined the Army and eventually got sent off to war. At first, Frank would 
call every once in a while, then he sent postcards, but eventually that stopped. Mom hadn’t had 
any kind of contact with Frank in the last 10 years. I thought she might be mad at him, but she 
was just happy to see him. She was very happy. 

 Frank sat at the table and Mom fixed up the last pork chop for him.  

 “I guess he can have my seconds,” I thought, “after 10 years.”  

 Frank and Mom talked a lot. They discussed me and my brothers, and they talked about 
Frank’s wife and children. Mostly they talked about the past. I could hear joy in both their voices, 
even though I saw a few tears. Frank showed us pictures of his children on his phone. It was really 
great to learn that I had cousins. It was turning out to be a wonderful dinner. 

 “Well, there’s another reason I came,” Frank admitted. His voice was more serious and his 
smile had straightened out. I braced myself for very bad news. “I never really knew my 
grandparents,” Frank began. “I had heard they died right after my parents passed away.” Mom 
had heard that too. I remember her talking about it. “And that’s true,” Frank added, “but here’s 
something else you probably didn’t know. They were very rich.” This was getting really interesting. 
All our eyes focused on Frank and widened. “They wanted to leave their fortune to their children, 
my parents, but my parents had already died. I was the next heir, but I guess I was very hard to 
find after I moved in with your family and left for the military.”  

 “And they finally found you?” I interrupted. The words just flew out. I heard an angry grunt 
from Mom.  

4.W.3 

continued on the next page... 

Continuum Answer Key: Example of a Level 4 Response to the Prompt 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 “That they did,” Frank answered. “And I inherited quite a bit of money.” My uncle was rich! 
This was getting cooler every second. “I’ve actually been spending the last year looking for you,” 
Frank said to Mom. “You’re my closest family. I know we haven’t talked or seen one another in a 
long time, but I never forgot you.” Frank started to reach into his pocket. “I owe you for that,” he 
said, handing Mom a check. She looked at it and thanked Frank very gratefully. Then I sneaked a 
peek over Mom’s shoulder.  

 “Mom is that a comma or a decimal point?” I asked. 

 “Oh it’s a decimal point,” Mom replied. “How much money do you think Frank’s 
grandparents left him?” 

 “More than you think,” Frank replied looking at the check and pointing out the fact that it 
was, indeed, a comma.  

 As Mom began to faint, I rushed over and caught her, slipping her gently into her chair.  

 “That’s about what I expected,” Frank said. “I have to go, but when your mom wakes up,” 
Frank asked, “can you tell her that I’ll have a car come and pick you guys up tomorrow, so that 
we can cash the check?” 

 “That’s great, Frank,” I said, “but you’ve done enough for us.” 

 “Well, my bank is in another state, so I thought I’d fly us down there,” he explained.  

 “Your bank doesn’t have any branches here?” I asked. 

 “Well, I plan to open one soon.” His response confused me. “Oh, you may have 
misunderstood. When I said it was my bank, I mean it’s MY bank. As I said, my grandparents left 
me more money than you might think.”  

 That’s when I fainted. 

.  

4.W.3 

Continuum Answer Key: Example of a Level 4 Response to the Prompt 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 Thursday night was pork chop night. I absolutely love pork chops, but the best thing about 
pork chop night was actually the vegetables. Corn on the cob was everyone’s favorite. It’s still 
my favorite. Actually though, the best thing about pork chop night is that we always had dessert 
on pork chop night. I remember the sweet smell of Granny Smith apples from the pie cooling on 
top of the stove. But just as I was about to ask for a slice, there was a loud bang on the door. We 
all looked at each other. No one was expecting company.  

 “I’ll get it,” Mom said as she rose from the table. 

 I heard Mom open the door, but then I didn’t hear anything for a long time. Then she 
yelled, “Frank! Frank, I can’t believe it’s you!”  

 When I heard the name, I immediately thought of all the stories Mom had told us about 
her cousin, Frank. Frank’s parents had died, and he grew up with Mom. They were more like 
brother and sister than cousins. But Frank was a little older than Mom, and when she was in high 
school, Frank joined the army. She hadn’t heard much from Frank after that. In fact, she hadn’t 
heard from him at all in 10 years.  

 “This is your uncle Frank, boys,” Mom said as they came in from the porch.  

 She sat him at the table and gave him the last pork chop. So I wouldn’t get to have 
seconds, but I did get to meet my uncle. Frank talked about the Army and how he had been on 
so many deployments, then how he finally retired. He told us about his wife and kids, but mostly 
he and Mom talked about the old days. It was really fun to listen to, and I could tell how happy it 
made Mom.  

 It seemed like Frank had just sat down at the table when he looked at his watch and said, 
“I’ve got to go. My plane leaves in 50 minutes.”  

 Mom begged him to stay, but he was really on a tight schedule. He left without having 
dessert, so at least I had a chance to get two slices of pie, but I would have gladly taken just one 
if my uncle could have stayed a while longer. He waved to us and kissed my mom on the cheek 
before he opened the door.  

 “I promise it won’t be 10 more years,” he added, as he walked down the sidewalk to his 
car.   

4.W.3 

Continuum Answer Key: Example of a Level 3 Response to the Prompt 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 We were all at the table eating pork chops and corn on the cob. I was really enjoying the 
meal.  

 “Can I have seconds, Mom?” I asked.  

 But she wasn’t sure she had made enough, so I had to wait. In the middle of dinner, there 
was a knock on the door. We had no idea who it was. Mom went to the door. I heard her 
speaking to a man for a few minutes. She came back with our visitor.   

 She said it was her cousin, Frank. I remembered stories about Frank. He and my mom used 
to be really good friends. Then, when my mom started high school, Frank moved away. It was 
good to meet someone from my family. Frank and Mom talked a lot about the fun they had 
when they were kids. I could tell my mom really liked the surprise. 

 After dinner, Frank told us he was only in town for the night. He had a slice of pie with us, 
hugged mom, and then he left. I hope my mom gets to see him again. 

4.W.3 

Continuum Answer Key: Example of a Level 2 Response to the Prompt 
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Standards Based Assessment 

 There was a knock at the door one night. My mom answered the door. The knock 
happened during dinner. Nobody thought that company was coming. 

 It was her cousin that she hadn’t seen in many years. They talked at the door. The cousin’s 
name was Frank. He came in for some dinner and sat down at the table. He liked the food, and 
he was nice. 

4.W.3 

Continuum Answer Key: Example of a Level 1 Response to the Prompt 

39 ©Kristine Nannini     www.youngteacherlove.com 



Standards Based Assessment 4.W.3 

4TH GRADE COMMON CORE  
NARRATIVE WRITING RUBRIC  

4.W.3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  

Above  
Standard: 

 Level 4 

At  
Standard:  

Level 3 

Approaching 
Standard:  

Level 2 

Below 
 Standard: 

 Level 1 

Introduction or back story 
establishes an interesting 
and easily 
understandable situation. 

Introduces a narrator or 
characters. 

Introduction or back story 
establishes an easily 
understandable situation. 

Introduces a narrator or 
characters. 

Introduction or back story 
establishes a situation. 

Introduces a narrator or 
characters. 

No introduction or back 
story to establish a 
situation. 

Does not introduce a 
narrator or characters. 

Entire plot is organized 
into a natural sequence 
of events. 

Plot is organized into a 
natural sequence of 
events. 

Some of the plot is 
organized into a natural 
sequence of events. 

The plot is made up from 
unorganized events that 
do not unfold in a natural 
sequence. 

Believable dialogue 
advances the plot and 
develops the characters. 

Uses dialogue to 
advance the plot or 
develop the characters. 

Dialogue is used, but 
does not advance the 
plot or develop the 
characters.  

Uses little to no dialogue. 

Uses a variety of transition 
words and phrases 
throughout the text to 
advance and sequence 
the plot. 

Uses transition words and 
phrases throughout the 
text to advance and 
sequence the plot. 

Uses some transition 
words and phrases 
throughout to advance 
and sequence the plot. 

Uses few or no transition 
words and phrases to 
advance the plot. 

Uses concrete language 
to create vivid 
descriptions throughout 
the story. 

Use concrete language 
to create vivid 
descriptions. 

Use some concrete 
language to create 
some descriptions. 

Uses vague, abstract 
descriptive language or 
no descriptive language. 

Provides an interesting 
conclusion that logically 
ends the story and may 
be surprising. 

Provides a conclusion 
that logically ends the 
story. 

Provides a conclusion 
that is related to the plot. 

Provides no conclusion 
that is related to the plot. 

Correctly uses grade 
level appropriate 
conventions and 
grammar with almost no 
errors. 

Correctly uses grade 
level appropriate 
conventions and 
grammar with few errors. 

Correctly uses grade 
level appropriate 
conventions and 
grammar throughout 
most of the text. 

Improper conventions 
and grammar appear 
throughout the text. 
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Each Writing Substandard Assessment includes a "partially 
completed" writing passage that students must finish to show 

mastery of the substandard.  

Writing Substandards 
Assessments 

Writing Partial Completes 
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Language/
Grammar 
Standards 

4th Grade 



Language Assessments 

Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 



Higher-level write-to-explain questions, multiple choice questions, editing 
paragraphs, etc. address each Language Standard and Substandard. 

Answer keys are included. 

Language Assessments 

Language Assessments 
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Fluency 
Standards 

Reading Foundational Skills 

4th Grade 



Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 



Teacher 
Directions 

Explicit step-by-
directions make 

these assessments 
very easy to 
implement. 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 

Example 
Assessment 

A completed 
example 

assessment shows 
you exactly how 
to complete this 
assessment with 
your students. 



Phonics and Word Recognition 
Assessments 

Assess your students' ability to decode and define 
words at the beginning, middle, and end of the year. 

Student and teacher copies included. 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 



Teacher 
Directions 

Explicit step-by-
directions make 

these assessments 
very easy to 
implement. 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 

Scoring 
Sheets 

Easily calculate 
students' 

fluency scores 
using grade-
appropriate 
benchmarks. 



Fluency Assessments 

Assess your students' reading fluency at the beginning, 
middle, and end of the year. Student and teacher 

copies included. 

Reading Foundational Skills 
Standards Assessments 
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Speaking 
and Listening 

Standards 

4th Grade 



Dear Teachers,  

The Speaking and Listening Standards and Substandards are a very 
complex set of standards. I have studied each of these standards and 
have broken them down into easy-to-understand rubrics.  

The rubrics I have created are classroom-tested and are to be used to 
assess your students' speaking and listening skills throughout the year.  I 
believe that the rubrics I have created will help you gain a better 
understanding of the standards as well as how to track your students' 
development with regards to speaking and listening.  

These rubrics allow for natural observations of your students. I designed 
them so that teachers can assess their students with ease and allow 
students to transfer the assessment data easily into their Student Data 
Tracking Binders. 

Please see the pages titled Teacher Directions for a step-by-step 
implementation guide of the Speaking and Listening Standards 
assessments.  

        Thank you, 

        Kristine Nannini 
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Teaching 
Notes 

1.) Break down the 
standard into 
easy-to-
understand 
language  

2.) Explain each 
skill that 
students need 
to master. 

Recording 
Pages 

Allows students to 
record test dates 

and scores or 
percentages for 
each assessment 
(Aligns with my 
Student Data 

Tracking Binder). 

Speaking and Listening 
Assessments 



Speaking and Listening 
Assessments 

Teacher 
Directions 

Explicit step-by-
directions make 

these assessments 
very easy to 
implement. 

Example 
Assessment 

A completed 
example 

assessment shows 
you exactly how 
to complete this 
assessment with 
your students. 



Scoring Rubrics  

Scoring rubrics allow 
for natural observation 

of your students' 
speaking and listening 

skills and help you 
determine what each 

level looks like. 

Speaking and Listening 
Assessments 

Scoring Sheets 

Scoring sheets help 
you easily keep track 

of students' 
assessment scores 
and allow you to 
keep anecdotal 

notes as you observe 
them in the 
classroom. 


