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• Preventing homelessness among former foster youth: JBAY is sponsoring legislation to be 
introduced by Assemblymember Phil Ting that would make the $8 million Transitional Housing 
Program a permanent program, establish a permanent housing navigation program for non-
minor dependents, train child welfare workers on available housing resources, and establish a 
housing supplement for the THP-Plus program for former foster youth. These four provisions 
would assist 2,563 current and former foster youth annually.  
 

• Expand support for foster youth on college campuses: JBAY is co-sponsoring Senate Bill 228 
(Leyva) with the California Youth Connection that would expand access to the NextUp campus 
support program for current and former foster youth attending community college by lowering 
the age at which a student must have been in foster care to qualify. Currently, the NextUp 
program requires students to have been in foster care at age 16 or later. The legislation would 
change the eligibility, requiring students to have been in foster care at 13 or later. This would 
allow an additional 760 foster youth to participate in the program annually.  

 
• Improve birth outcomes for young parents in foster care: JBAY is co-sponsoring legislation with 

the National Center for Youth Law, Alliance for Children’s Rights, Black Women for Wellness and 
the Children’s Law Center of California to be introduced Assemblywoman Blanca Rubio that 
would establish a prenatal benefit of $900 per month for expectant foster youth in the last three 
months of their pregnancy, assisting an estimated 270 young people who become parents each 
year. This bill would also require reproductive and sexual health reporting requirements and the 
addition of new elements to the court report for the purpose of tracking implementation of key 
sexual health and education mandates for foster youth.  

 
• Reduce hunger and homelessness on college campuses: JBAY is co-sponsoring legislation to be 

introduced Assemblymember Marc Berman that would protect homeless college students, 
including current and former foster youth, by creating a dedicated source of funding for basic 
needs centers. The level of funding to be requested for the community colleges is $50 million 
annually and $15 million annually for the California State University system. Of the total number 
of students served annually, foster youth will disproportionally utilize these resources given 
their experiences of housing instability and hunger as students.  JBAY is cosponsoring this 
legislation with the Community College Student Affairs Association and the California State 
Student Association.  
 

• Prevent chronic homeless by investing in youth: JBAY is co-sponsoring Assembly Bill 71 (Rivas) 
which would include homeless individuals, age 24 and younger, in a statewide strategy to 
reduce homelessness. This initiative is called Bring California Home and would dedicate 10% of 
funds to address homelessness among unaccompanied youth, of whom a sizable proportion 
have previous foster care involvement. In addition to the youth set-aside, the legislation 
includes: 1.) youth-specific eligible uses of funds; 2.) requirements that local jurisdictions take 
actions to improve their annual homeless Point-in-Time count for youth and 3.) a requirement 
to incorporate youth voice in planning and program delivery and requirement to prevent local 
Coordinated Entry Systems to not unintentionally screen out youth.  


