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Wraysbury Christmas Fayre - Grand Christmas Draw 

If you haven’t yet entered – don’t delay 

Pick up a stamp card where you see this sign today 

Spend £5 in four participating places 

Enter more than once to cover your bases 
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Welcome to the December 2020 and 113th issue of the Wraysbury News magazine. 

Who would have thought when we last published in June that we would still be living 

under the shadow of Covid-19?  

As most of the villages’ clubs and societies were closed for several months we were 

worried that there may not be much to write about in this edition but as usual, the 

villagers have come up trumps. As well as reports from our usual contributors we 

have also received some new and interesting articles which we hope you will enjoy. In 

fact, this edition runs to a massive 152 pages, which will be the biggest since we 

joined the editorial team.  

Our Community Spotlight this issue shines on Horton resident Benta Hickley who is 

involved with various groups over the two villages—where does she find the time?   

We have lost several dearly loved members of the villages this year. Please find 

tributes to Ben Woodhart, Bharat Chudasama, David MacDougald and Dennis 

Williams in this issue. Also, we have a lovely  “In Memory” article about Gordon and 

Jacqueline Cullen written by their daughter, Isabelle. Gordon was a Wraysbury Parish 

Councillor for many years. 

As always our thanks go to all our advertisers and contributors without whom there 

would be no magazine and also to the volunteers for delivering it to every house in 

the villages. 

And thanks also to Glyn Larcombe for providing another original front cover. 

Christmas may be a bit different this year but we hope that you all have a safe and 

happy festive season and roll on 2021. 

Dawn & Sue 
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NIKKI’S  

Unisex Hairdressing 

INOA Ammonia Free Colour Treatment  

 

Senior Citizens up to 30% off prices 

 

On Tuesday & Wednesday  

AND  

Late Night Friday 

 

8 Welley Road, Wraysbury TW19 5DJ 

 

01784 482053 
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ADVERTISING RATES FOR THE WRAYSBURY NEWS 

The next edition of the Wraysbury News is scheduled for June 2021. We distribute around 

2300 free copies to every house in Wraysbury & Horton, along with the local shops, pubs, 

clubs and community buildings. 

The current advertising rates for new adverts which will be in colour are shown below: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please email wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com with any submissions or changes. 

Online PDF copies of the magazine are available on the  

Wraysbury News Facebook page 

& 

Wraysbury.com 

If you are interested in advertising, submitting an article, getting involved with the editing 

and publication of the magazine, would like to join our band of delivery volunteers or have 

any feedback or comments please email: 

wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com 

We are happy to receive material in all formats but if you could email it, either as an 

attachment or in the body of the email, it saves us having to re-type it. 

All articles in the Wraysbury News are the views of the contributors and do not reflect 

the view(s) of the “Editorial Team” and where the team deem it necessary articles will 

only be published following editing / redaction. 

Advert Size Cost 

Full Page £90.00 

Half Page £45.00 

THE DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES, DIRECTORY OR ADVERT CHANGES 

FOR THE JUNE 2021 ISSUE IS  

WEDNESDAY 31st MARCH 

mailto:wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com
mailto:wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com
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• Tinned meat  

• Tinned fish  

• Tinned vegetables 

• Soup  

• Rice  

• Herbs/Spices  

• Cooking sauces 

• Instant mash 

• Tea bags/Instant coffee  

• Sugar 

• Breakfast cereals  

• UHT milk  

• Tinned desserts  

• Cereal bars/biscuits  

• Jams  

• Fruit juice/Squash   

CAN YOU HELP? 
We are extremely grateful for donations of the items listed below 

Please do not donate non perishable items as we may not be able to use them 

For details of drop off points and times call 

01784 482815 

Many people have been affected by unforeseen circumstances and need help 

to feed themselves and their families. As a community, we can arrange to 

provide essential food items to those in need via the Wraysbury and Horton 

Voluntary Care group .  

WRAYSBURY AND HORTON 

LOCAL FOOD BANK 
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WRAYSBURY & HORTON 

VOLUNTARY CARE 
(WHVC) 

The group has continued to work throughout the year 
covering all the areas of help we set out to provide. Our 
services start with the Helpline who take calls and pass on 
details to the various coordinators to make sure the right 

volunteers take over. At the peak of lock-down, this was around 30 calls a week but 
fortunately, these have now reduced quite a bit. However, we still have two wonderful 
volunteers who answer the calls even at 06:30 in the morning! For those who are unable 
to go out, we still respond to requests for shopping, and now we can also take people to 
the shops. Transport to medical appointments has also come back into the routine. Our 
Pastoral Care team try to keep in touch with residents who are still isolating and often 
isolated.  This is normally through phone calls, but visits are made where possible and 
recently one of our volunteers has responded to a call for providing respite for a carer to 
have time off.  We were delivering lunches seven days a week between March and August, 
but once the restrictions were eased, reduced this to five days a week.  

We do still very much need volunteer drivers to deliver food and provide transport for 
shopping or medical appointments. Please think about whether you can do this and call 
01784 482515 or email volunteers@Wraysbury.com 

Predictably, calls for advice and help with financial situations have increased. No, we are 
not providing cash, but we do know the Government and local charitable institutions to 
contact and have been able to put those needing help in touch with those who hopefully 
will provide it.  This has also meant that the foodbank requirements – for us to provide 
locally - have now tailed off as people are again able to travel to Windsor Food Share or 
other local providers. However, we are not complacent that any of these things are 
permanent solutions and so it goes round again…to Helpline and onwards to volunteers. 

On a more positive note, we are making some changes which we hope will enable the 
Group to continue long past those of us who started it.  

Firstly, we are gradually moving the main food provision – cooking and serving lunches – to 
the Village Hall kitchen. It was always the intention to set up a community kitchen in the 
Village to enable hands-on voluntary efforts or those who want to help, and of course 
provide what we hope are tasty and nourishing meals for our house-bound or less able 
residents. Going forward, we are hoping to extend this to include some educational 
aspects to a wider group of younger (or older) people who want to learn to cook. 

The other news is that we are in the process of setting up WHVC as a charity. The aim of 
the charity is simply to provide services, help and care to the local communities. We are 
hoping that some of our key volunteers will become Trustees and that will help us to 
continue the work for future generations.  

Many, many thanks to all of our volunteers and very generous supporters. 

Janet Crame 

mailto:volunteers@Wraysbury.com
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Wraysbury Parish Council 

 

Wraysbury Parish Council, as of October 2020, is comprised as follows: 

Margaret Lenton Chairman 

Peter Lord Vice-Chairman 

Mike Williams Lead Member – Community Resilience 

    “          “ Lead Member – Greens 

Diana Hughes Lead Member – Planning 

Andy Moran Lead Member – Properties 

Ewan Larcombe Lead Member – Watercourses 

  RBWM Councillor Datchet, Horton & Wraysbury 

Lora Andrew Graham Sinclair Sue Nicholls  

John Lenton Len Carlton     

Clerk to the Council Jane Clemance Tel: 01784 482613 

  Acklam, Hill View Road, Wraysbury, TW19 5EQ 

  Email: info@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WPC Website: www.wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WPC Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 

wraysburyparishcouncil 

Location of the Wraysbury Parish Council Noticeboards 

1) Coppermill Road: Next to the village sign opposite Mill Place. 
 

2) Village Car Park: On side wall of The Frost Partnership 

estate agency. 
3) Hythe End: On front wall of Hythe End Stores in 

Staines Road. 
4) Gloucester Drive: On the side wall of Giggs Stores in 

Wraysbury Road. 
5) Village Hall: To the left of the main entrance from The 

Green. 
6) Wraysbury Primary School: By the school entrance. 

 

7) Welley Road: Opposite The Avenue / Park Avenue  

mailto:info@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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The following list gives a more complete idea of the scope of work carried out by the members of 
the full Wraysbury Parish Council, beyond that of the primary/lead roles. Parish Councillors 
perform these roles voluntarily and are not paid for their time & effort.  

Wraysbury Parish Council Internal Roles 

Chairman Margaret Lenton 

Vice-Chairman Peter Lord 

Community Resilience (including Infrastructure & Communications ) 

Lead Member Mike Williams 

Deputy Andy Moran 

Greens  

Lead Member Mike Williams 

Deputy Sue Nicholls 

Planning  

Lead Member Diana Hughes 

Deputy Peter Lord 

Properties  

Lead Member Andy Moran 

Deputy Lora Andrew 

Watercourses  

Lead Member Ewan Larcombe 

Deputy Graham Sinclair  

Premises Working Group Margaret Lenton, Andy Moran & Mike Williams 

Finance Working Group Diana Hughes, Margaret Lenton, Andy Moran,  

 Graham Sinclair, Mike Williams & Peter Lord 

Wraysbury Parish Council External Representation Roles 

DALC (District Association of Local Councils)    

 Diana Hughes, Peter Lord 

DHW NAG (Datchet, Horton & Wraysbury Neighbourhood Action Group) 

(With RBWM & TVP) Margaret Lenton, Graham Sinclair, John Lenton, Peter Lord 

HWNP Margaret Lenton 

(Horton & Wraysbury Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group) 

LAANC John Lenton 

(Local Authorities Aircraft Noise Council, London Heathrow Airport)  

RBWM Flood Liaison Group Andy Moran, Mike Williams  

RBWM Aviation Forum John Lenton  

Parish Paths & Byways Sue Nicholls 

Wraysbury Parochial Charities Sue Nicholls, Graham Sinclair (Trustees) 

Wraysbury Village FC Andy Moran 

Wraysbury Village Hall Andy Moran   

Wraysbury Village Playground Lora Andrew  

Wraysbury Village Trust Andy Moran, Mike Williams  

Wraysbury Voluntary Care Mike Williams 

N.B. Information correct at time of going to print 
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Message from Margaret Lenton 

Chairman of the Wraysbury Parish Council 

What a year it has been!  We are so lucky to live in this village, which in these difficult 

times, has worked together to support those who needed either to self-isolate or who 

needed help.  The Parish Council contributed to Parish Charities by buying a set of Benta 

Hickley’s ‘Gingerbread Men’ which for perpetuity will celebrate those people/

organisations which have helped our residents come through this challenging period.   

We are proud of one of our Councillors, Graham Sinclair, who, to celebrate a significant 

birthday has walked circuits around his immediate neighbourhood to raise money for 

village and national charities.  Well done Graham!  

We were also impressed by those in the village who developed activities for children and 

‘Sammi’ the snake, when found a permanent place, will be a continuing memory of this. 

Churchmead School has done remarkable work during the ‘lockdown’ ensuring that 

children had work, either on-line or by posting information to homes. 

Some activities inevitably had to be cancelled such as the VE Day 75 Celebrations and 

Commemoration in Wraysbury.  We were hoping to hold a tea and exhibition.  In the 

latter case this is already prepared, and considerable work has been done by Tony 

Kimber and the late Graham Morley and his son.  We will hold this exhibition in 2021.  In 

addition, the Christmas Tree Festival is postponed until next year.  

The Parish Council has continued to meet using Zoom.  I had not heard of this platform 

until the pandemic.  Life has changed and even someone as non-technically minded as 

me, has learnt to use Zoom, Microsoft Teams and Skype.  There is a downside to staring 

at a computer screen for long periods and extra meetings being put in.  Our Royal 

Borough uses Zoom to communicate with Parish Council Chairmen and Clerks.  This 

keeps us up to date with issues relating to the virus and, for example, the state of 

Borough Finances and policies with the likely implications. 

The Parish Council has had considerable work done to the children’s playground. A zip 

wire has been installed and a bike rack will be put in.  Both these have been added at the 

suggestion of those young people who attended the ‘Junior Parish Council’. We intend to 

revive this in the New Year.  I am grateful to Cllr. Moran who has worked extremely hard 

on this initiative and used his skills, unpaid, for the residents of the village. 

We are having new cameras installed to monitor areas of the village.  One covers the 

Village Hall car park and the Green, another at the T junction of Windsor Road and the 

High Street, and we also want a camera to cover the roundabout at Heron Lake/

Wraysbury Road.   



11 

 

In this latter case the Parish Council is paying for the camera, which we hope can be 

used to monitor speeding, to track possible criminals coming from the M25 and to deter 

fly tipping. 

The Parish Council has made a formal offer to buy Wraysbury Baptist Church which has 

been accepted.  We now move on to the conveyancing which we hope will be complete 

early in 2021. 

The Parish Council wants the building to become a community asset.  In addition, we 

intend the Parish Office to be based there so that our Clerk has a space to store records 

and on occasion to be available to residents as may Parish Councillors.  The Parish 

Records are out-growing their space in the Village Hall. 

The Baptist Church has existing lessees whom we hope will continue to rent the space.  

We have had regular events such as the Wednesday Coffee Mornings which we hope 

will resume at some point.  There may be others who will look for somewhere to hold a 

function and will consider the Baptist Church.  

The existing Trustees will drop out once the purchase is complete and we are grateful 

for their service.  The Parish Council has not yet considered the management structure 

but will be advertising a role of someone to take bookings and the building will need to 

be cleaned.  The groups who rent the building will be consulted by the Parish Council as 

new owners. It may be that the Church becomes a charity, but that requires application 

to the Charity Commission which imposes stringent conditions dividing the Trustees 

from the day to day management. It is yet to be decided what to call the building. We 

hope to hold a formal opening in the New Year when the conveyancing is complete. 

The Neighbourhood Action Group has met using Zoom.  We have a new Police team 

covering Wraysbury.  The NAG is able to discuss issues relating to Datchet, Horton and 

Wraysbury.  The Chief Constable of the Thames Valley, presenting to an Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee stressed that he was putting more emphasis on neighbourhood 

policing.  Our sergeant is Sergeant Griffiths, whom we hope to see around the villages as 

she has promised.  We have worked with Les Bradfield our Community Police Support 

Officer throughout; he knows our villages and people and is prepared to try to help 

where and when possible.  

This Christmas will, I am afraid, seem different, but I hope that we can look forward to 

getting back to normal in 2021. In the meantime, stay safe and may I wish you all a 

Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

Margaret Lenton 

(Chairman of the Parish Council) 
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Horton Parish Council Report 

 
Our local Parish Council is made up of up to 9 Councillors, a Parish Clerk and Responsible 
Finance Officer (RFO). The Clerk and the RFO are the only paid members of staff. Parish 
Councillors are volunteers and get neither remuneration nor expenses.  

Parish Councils are not funded by central or local government. A charge is made against 
all households in the Parish & collected through council tax. The level is set by the Parish 
Council and reflects the funding we anticipate we will need for the coming year.  

Horton Parish Council has been doing its best to function as normal despite all the 
restrictions due to COVID-19. We have been meeting via Zoom and members of the 
public are still welcome to attend, please contact the Clerk for access information. 

In April we said goodbye to long-time Councillor Jillian Sinclair Hill.  Ill health meant she 
retired, and we would like to record our thanks for all that she did for the Parish 
Council.  This means we have (at the time of writing) two vacancies, so if you are 
interested please contact the Clerk for information.   Horton Parish Council meetings are 
held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm. 

Issues with lighting on the memorial green (road signs and power for the Christmas tree) 
have been sorted, so put 1st December in your diary and (if you read this in time) we 
hope to see you there for carols and mince pies as well as the lighting of the tree! 

We are liaising with Jayflex in arranging for a few benches to be placed on Horton Road 
leading to Colnbrook, although we have sadly had to ask that other localised 
improvements be removed: please remember that consent is usually needed for 
extensions on your home, conversion of a garage into living space and even for adding a 
footpath over council land.  Please always check before going ahead. 

We launched a new Website a few months ago - please do have a look 
at www.HortonParishCouncil.gov.uk and tell us what you think!  If you have any great 
photos of the village that we can use on the site please forward them to us! 

Councillors and other volunteers carried out a village TLC day and other residents 
regularly collect litter from the footpaths and verges when they walk their dogs.  Thank 
you very much all of you who are involved - the effort is very much appreciated.  Sadly 
the rural nature of the village means we get a lot of fly-tipping.  Please always report any 
fly-tipping you are aware of via the RBWM website, and then send the confirmation 
email to the Clerk so she can chase it.  Thank you also to the small band of volunteers 
who keep the doggy waste bag dispensers filled.  There are four dispensers around the 
village so if you don't have a bag with you, you can still pick up after your dog. 

Waste collection has been a major issue in the village this summer.  The Clerk and Ward 
Cllr Cannon have been making sure RBWM are aware of missed collections and hope 
that by the time you read this all will be running smoothly. 

http://www.hortonparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Another major concern has been residents' involvement in stolen bicycles and 
drug dealing.  The Parish Team, the Police and the Community Wardens are very much 
aware of this problem, but ask that all incidents and all local knowledge be reported to the 
police: with more information they have a better chance of stopping it.  If you can cc the 
Clerk she will chase for action to be taken. 

At the beginning of lockdown we had to close the play equipment in the park - a small 
team of Councillors and the Clerk then put in a huge amount of work to ensure an 
adequate risk assessment was carried out and actioned to allow the park to be safely re-
opened. We know it was opened later than people would have liked but we got there in 
the end, and hopefully it won't have to be closed again if there is another spike. 

A message from the Chair:  

As Chair, I would like to thank the Parish Councillors - it is recognised that this is a 
voluntary commitment and all give up a significant amount of time to attend meetings and 
ensure their other responsibilities are given full attention. Their involvement is very much 
appreciated.    

In these strange times I would also like to thank Wraysbury and Horton Voluntary Care 

and the other organisations that have worked with them to help our residents cope with 

all the complications that the COVID-19 restrictions placed on us.  Meals have been 

cooked and delivered, shopping bought and delivered, prescriptions delivered, food and 

other items donated, phone calls made, financial advice given, people made regular 

friendly phone calls to residents that requested they be contacted, and others are 

available to chat if people are suffering from stress, confusion or mental health issues - a 

great resource much appreciated by all. 

Freda Bovingdon, Chair, Horton Parish Council 
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LOCKDOWN LIFE 

A SNAPSHOT…….. 

CLAPPING FOR 

KEY WORKERS 

SPECIAL  

SHOPPING 

HOT MEALS ON 

TAP 
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SHOPPING 

DELIVERED 

A FRIENDLY VOICE 
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Modern Mortgage Solutions  

Personalised Mortgage Finance  
 

 

The Best Mortgage For You 

With specialist expertise and comprehensive software, we find 
and arrange the best mortgage for your personal needs. 

 

Support from Start to Finish 

From initial consultation through to completion, we liaise on your 
behalf between your lender, solicitor, surveyor and estate agent 
to help speed your purchase. 

 

Whatever You Need 

Whether it’s your first home, moving on to suit family needs, 
investing in a buy-to-let, equity release or downsizing to retire,  
we are here for you with the latest advice and personalised help. 
 

Peace Of Mind 

Protecting you and your loved ones for the future with tailored 
mortgage protection is a priority. We can make sure you have the 
right type and amount of protection so you have peace of mind.  

 

Talk To Us Without Obligation 

Phone today for a chat or make an appointment.  
 

Yulisha Naidoo CeMAP, CeRER 
Mortgage and Protection Adviser 

Tel:  020 8787 5225, Mobile:  07985 525 439 

E mail: yulisha.naidoo@modsols.co.uk 

www.modsols.co.uk  

http://www.modsols.co.uk
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We’re All in This Together 

Wraysbury and Horton  

Community Facebook Group 

By Natalie Griffin-Smith 

At the beginning of Lockdown 2020 it concerned me greatly that children, families and 

the elderly in our villages would feel isolated and lonely with the restrictions that were 

in place. So, I decided to set up a Facebook group and run some free initiatives that we 

could all get involved in and feel closer together. As a teacher and mum of two 

energetic boys it helped me to keep busy and focused too.  After the success of the 

Safari Park came another, then another and now we are on our sixth! 

The initiatives have been well supported by both villages, Wraysbury Primary School, 

Wraysbury News FB page and Swan Radio and it has been an absolute pleasure to be 

able to keep them going! Here is a summary of each... 

Safari Park 

For our first initiative, households placed their animal exhibits which included 

information about their animal outside their homes, for all to enjoy when out on their 

daily exercise. We had a vast range of animals from all over the world. Thankfully, we 

were blessed with wonderful weather and it was extremely popular. Wraysbury 

Primary School added exhibits to their display each day and really involved our Key 

Worker children in the event. 
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World Tour 

Continuing with the theme from the Safari Park our next adventure was our World 

Tour! We each chose a country and displayed flags, fact files and props for everyone to 

enjoy whilst out doing their daily exercise. Families could also print off Top Trump cards 

and passports to support their children's learning. Wraysbury Primary School 

positioned a post box at the front of the school for the children to put their postcards in 

– this gave the children an opportunity to connect with their teachers. Once again, the 

weather was kind to us, and participation was extraordinary! 

London 

Guyana 

Thailand 

Mexico Norway 
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End of term ‘At Home’ Party 

A party was organised to thank the wonderful families for making the Safari and World 

Tour such a tremendous success and to mark the end of the school term. It included 

Captain Fantastic, Jelly Kelly and Fizz Pop Science who all gave up their time to entertain 

our families for free via Zoom. There were scavenger hunts and prizes for the best 

dressed families, the prizes being donated by The Village Trust and Daniel Department 

Store. We then enjoyed a two hour disco courtesy of Swan Radio who encouraged the 

families to call in with messages and song requests. Wraysbury Primary School joined in 

too and gave our Key Worker children a wonderful experience within the school. We 

finished the day with an ice cream van from MD ices. 
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‘Sammi’ – The Caring Snake of Wraysbury and Horton 

The next community initiative was ‘Sammi’.  At this point some of our local children and 

families had returned to school and work, but some were also still at home. It was more 

important than ever to keep us all linked together, so the idea was to paint a rock and 

join them together to create a snake. Wraysbury Primary School kindly allowed Sammi 

to grow outside the front of the school so everybody in the community could be 

involved. After 5 weeks Sammi grew to a staggering 67 metres long and included 811 

rocks. We were thrilled to hear that Wraysbury Parish Council will find a permanent 

home for Sammi so that everyone in the village can enjoy the rocks for years to come! 

More on his permanent location is still to come... 
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Wraysbury and Horton Scarecrow Festival  

Towards the end of summer, we had a Scarecrow 

festival. Families made a mixture of characters 

and traditional scarecrows to put outside their 

homes to entertain the villagers on their daily 

exercise. This initiative was praised in the local 

papers too! 

 

By the time you read this we will have held the Half-Term 

Halloween Pumpkin trail as “trick or tricking” wasn’t practical 

this year.  Hopefully, the children will have seen lots of villagers 

taking part with pumpkins outside their homes and may have 

collected a few sweets from their parents along the way, 

keeping the spookiness of Halloween alive. 

 

None of us really know what the future holds with regards to Covid-19 and it has 

brought many challenges to us all, but it's also given us so many things to remember and 

to be grateful for. None of these village initiatives would have happened without the 

amazing community spirit in Wraysbury and Horton. It has made me feel immensely 

proud and happy to be able to do something for our families and I’m excited to see what 

comes next! 

To be continued... 

Natalie Griffin-Smith 
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On 
AMAZON  

Now! 

Have you ever had tough times in your life which 

caused you stress and anxiety? 

This book explains how and why we get stressed and 

offers tips and techniques to stay in control. It also 

shares the personal stories of ordinary people who 

have survived extraordinary times and thrived. 

STRESSWORX 
positive solutions for peace of mind 

www.stressworx.co.uk                           01784 488165 

http://www.stressworx.co.uk
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I hope you are all keeping safe in these challenging times. I have seen some 

amazing kindness from people whilst out and about on foot and cycle patrols 

in the village and am very confident we will get through this together. 

I would like to introduce you to the new neighbourhood police team looking 

after Wraysbury. 

• Inspector Tracy Croucher  

• Sergeant Catherine Griffiths 

• PC Matthew Gleave 

To prevent and deter burglary you may want to think about a doorbell 

camera. The doorbell contains a motion sensor which activates a CCTV camera 

and records every time the sensor is activated. It sends images and an alarm 

to your phone and at night it records perfectly as security lights may also have 

been activated. 

Over the summer months we have had reports of anti-social behaviour near 

the Wraysbury lakes and the cricket pavilion, where people have been seen 

leaving large amounts of rubbish. 

We are aware and have increased police patrols to deter unacceptable 

behaviour. I work closely with my colleague from RBWM gathering evidence 

to prosecute offenders of fly tipping. 

Please don’t hesitate to report any anti-social behaviour or fly tipping on the 

non-emergency 101 number. 

Most people will be purchasing goods online getting ready for the festive 

season. Make sure the website is secure, don’t use public WiFi and use a 

strong password for example BOATFISHTULLIP.  

Remember, WASH HANDS-COVER FACE-MAKE SPACE. Then I can get back to 

visiting the lovely people of Wraysbury and enjoy the tea and cakes again! 

Be safe, PCSO C9244 Les Bradfield  
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A message from David Cannon  
RBWM Councillor for Datchet, Horton 

& Wraysbury ward 
 

Well, we continue in strange times as (at the time of 
writing) both myself as a Ward Councillor and you as the 
Community are still dealing with COVID-19. 

Our community, pulling together brilliantly during the initial wave of COVID, has 
continued to support our local shops, pubs, restaurants and businesses as they open up 
in these restricted times. Shopping local has never been more important, supporting the 
re-opening businesses, as well as continuing to support those that remained open 
throughout the worst restrictions, supporting us all.  

COVID-19 has restricted my ability to engage with residents face to face this year and I 
have had to rely more heavily on social media. However, you will still often see me 
walking about the villages, on my bike, or in my canoe on the river and I’m always willing 
to chat (whilst complying with relevant restrictions). I did manage to ‘safely’ visit many 
residents with issues to discuss, participate in the village litter pick (organised by Lynn 
Holden and Carly Gibbons) and accompany Graham Sinclair on his 94th circuit of his 
charity walk. 

As restrictions lift, you will be seeing more of me at community events and I can again 
recommence community engagement sessions, door knocking and attending face to face 
meetings of the Parish Councils, Wraysbury School Governors and other groups, instead 
of just the current virtual meetings.  

Whilst there are other very important matters impacting on our community (flood risk, 
Serco bins and Wraysbury Drain etc.) I will not write on these subjects here, as by the 
time this goes to print, the positions will have (hopefully) moved forward. I will however 
reassure you that, having Flood Risk in my Lead Member portfolio (and as a Ward 
resident at risk of flooding myself) the protection of our communities from flooding is at 
the forefront of my responsibilities and I am working with the Environment Agency to 
provide affordable and deliverable solutions for our villages.  

I will suggest residents keep abreast of these and other matters by signing up to the 
weekly RBWM residents online/email newsletter and ‘Like’ or ‘Follow’ my Facebook page 
Cllr David Cannon for up to date information and news. 

Please contact me with any Ward or Borough issues, which you think I can assist you with 
(or just to get the ‘facts’ about matters that are being circulated on the rumour mill). I am 
best contacted by email (or phone) as below but as many of you are aware, I am readily 
available and engaged on Facebook too.  

I have attached a photo of my new visage (remnants of a larger lock down beard) so you 
recognise me if you see me about the villages or on the river.  

Stay Safe,  

David Cannon: Cllr.cannon@rbwm.gov.uk / 07976 881831 
Lead Member- Public Protection 

mailto:Cllr.cannon@rbwm.gov.uk
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A message from your RBWM Councillor 

Ewan Larcombe 

Datchet, Horton and Wraysbury Ward 

 

River Thames Scheme Channel 1  

As at the end of September 2020 this section of the River Thames Scheme is on hold.  

In a press release at the end of March the RBWM stated that there was a funding shortfall 

of c. £43m. Sadly, in August it was announced that the section of the River Thames 

Scheme lying within Datchet and Wraysbury would not proceed. It was stated that 

“despite intensive lobbying, the government has failed to provide the mechanism to raise 

funding to pay for this scheme”. 

In September 2020 Wraysbury Parish Council agreed to submit a petition to the RBWM 

along the lines of ‘action in order to give the same degree of flood protection to the 

parishes of Old Windsor, Datchet, Horton and Wraysbury that the towns of Windsor, Eton 

and Maidenhead have already enjoyed for nearly two decades.’ The petition is now 

available on the RBWM website and needs 1,500 signatures from RBWM residents to be 

discussed at Council. It is open until April 2021 and can be found here:   

https://petitions.rbwm.gov.uk/RTSfunding/ 

Local watercourse issues 

As a Unitary Authority RBWM is the designated Lead Local Flood Authority and has powers 

in respect of land drainage to grant permissions and to enforce ordinary watercourse 

(OW) channel maintenance.  

Wraysbury Drain (OW) is still not flowing.  The weir at Wraysbury Station was repaired in 

July 2019 but the channel is obstructed and/or blocked in places and needs maintenance. 

Horton Drain (OW) appears to have recently been seriously contaminated and is also in 

need of maintenance. A RBWM ecology consultant has been asked to carry out an 

inspection of the Drain. 

The following channels are designated ‘Main River’ (MR) and the responsibility of the 

Environment Agency. 

The Myrke (MR) is contaminated and overgrown.   

Datchet Common Brook (MR) is in need of maintenance 

Colne Brook (MR) is in need of maintenance 

https://petitions.rbwm.gov.uk/RTSfunding/
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WRAYSBURY VILLAGE TRUST 

Although we have been unable to go ahead with our usual Cricket Day event and the 

annual Christmas Dinner Dance has had to be cancelled, the Trust has been able to 

offer financial support to both the Cricket Club and Football Club and will continue to 

assist those societies that send in requests to us.   

This has been a first for the Trust not to put on a Christmas Dinner Dance and I am 

sure that all of you who have attended previously will sadly miss what has proved to 

be a very popular fund-raising event.  The Christmas draw will still take place and the 

members will be notified of this along with the Spring and Summer Draws.  Until 

notice is given that such large events can take place, everything remains on hold but 

we will look to next year. 

Roger Chapman, President, and I had the pleasure of presenting the WVT cup at the 

Wraysbury Bowling club earlier in the year on such a special day and we continue to 

provide financial support for the remembrance notifications and poppy wreaths for 

our village. 

Our sympathy goes out to any of our members’ families who have lost loved ones and 

thank you all for continuing to support the Trust.   

From all of us we wish every one of you a healthy, happy Christmas and New Year.  

We hope to meet up again soon. 

Best wishes  

Marilyn Ferguson, Chairman  

 

News from RBWM 

At the RBWM Cabinet Meeting in June 2020 a report from the CIPFA (Chartered Institute 

of Public Finance and Accountancy) was considered. If you are interested in reading it, it 

can be found by searching for RBWM CIPFA report.  Identified issues have resulted in 

training sessions. 

Ewan Larcombe 

Cllr.larcombe@rbwm.gov.uk / 01753 544302 
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WE ARE A SMALL AND FRIENDLY GARAGE OFFERING A HIGH STANDARD 

OF REPAIRS, SERVICING, MOTS AND MANY OTHER SERVICES RELATING TO 

YOUR VEHICLE. 

WE SPECIALISE IN AUDIS, VOLKSWAGENS & CORVETTE STINGRAYS. 

•  MOT Testing 

•  MOTs For Cars & Motorcycles 

•  Free Retests Within 10 Days 

•  Tyres 

•  Air Conditioning Service 

•  All Makes & Models Serviced 

Surrey Lodge Motor Co 

AUDI, VOLKSWAGEN &  

CORVETTE STINGRAY  

SPECIALISTS 
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In Memory of  

Gordon and Jacqueline Cullen 

By Isabelle Price 

 

 

My parents first came to the village in 1957.  They had met in London some years 

before when Jacqueline, who was French, was living with her Parisian childhood friend 

Micheline to help with the children and improve her English.  On Saturday evenings, 

Micheline’s bachelor brother-in-law Gordon would come over for supper.  It was not 

long before romance blossomed and Gordon and Jacqueline were married. The 

following year their first daughter was born, and when a second child was on the way, 

they decided to look for a house outside of London in which to bring up the family, 

and eventually settled on Wraysbury. 

At the time Gordon was working for the Architectural Press and making a name for 

himself as both a draughtsman and through his editorials on the theory of planning 

and the design of towns.  But he was thinking of setting up his own consultancy 

practice and Wraysbury seemed perfect, an easy distance from London and with room 

in the house to have an office.  However, with the arrival of a third daughter in 1961 

the house was getting busy and somewhat noisy, and so Gordon decamped into a 

wooden shed in the garden.  This remained his studio for the rest of his career, and as 

his reputation grew, architects and designers from around the world would come and 

visit him in the humble and much-loved Green Shed. 

Being self-employed and with a great interest in what was going on in the village, 

Gordon was a daily frequenter of the village pubs and in particular The George which 

was the closest to home.  The son of a Methodist minister he was given the nickname 

The Bishop and from then on was known in the village as Bish.  He soon became a 

member of the Parish Council, a position he kept almost to the end of his life and he 

made an important contribution to protecting the village and the Green Belt from 

invasive development.  But maybe his most noticeable work for the village was the 

design of the new Village Hall in the early 1970s, for which he gave freely of his time 

and expertise. 

Gordon & Jacqueline at home in the ‘60s 
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Meanwhile the family was growing, and Jacqueline was also busy.  A hugely energetic 

and sociable character, Jacqueline enjoyed getting involved in many aspects of village 

life, from the Catholic Church, to the Music Society, the Arts and Crafts Group and she 

was also a founding member of the then Wraysbury Festival.  But it is probably as the 

organiser of the Wraysbury Fair Dinner Dances that she will be best remembered.  

Before the new Village Hall was built and in order to raise funds for it, for several years 

a Dinner Dance was held under a marquee on the village Green on the evening of the 

Fair.  With her team of helpers, who were often left bemused as she chattered away to 

them in French, Jacqueline would fearlessly produce a three-course sit-down meal – 

with a menu which was worthy of her French origins and culinary skills - Coq au Vin for 

over 200 people being the most memorable.   

Early to mid 1970s: Fundraising at Waterloo Station 
Jacqueline, far right, Jill Sarsby, Wendy Craig, Betty Husher and Moira Sexton 

My mother got involved in so many things…  

The significance of this photo is not so much Wendy Craig, who must have agreed to 

come and help with the fundraising, but Jill Sarsby and Betty Husher who were great 

village friends of my mother. Moira Sexton lived in Coppermill Road and was a lovely lady 

that we knew through the church. 



33 

 

Cutting from a local newspaper in the 1970s 

The above photo was taken in The George. Dad is on the far right. Denis McDowall was a 

great friend of his, but these were the friends from the pub! 

My father died in 1994 at the age of 80 and is buried in St Andrew’s churchyard.   My 

mother survived him by some 25 years until her death, aged 95, in December 2019, 

making it more than 60 years since she had, not only lived in the village, but in the same 

house, and remarkably with the same neighbours throughout! 

Because of the Covid-19 restrictions we have so far been unable to hold a memorial 

service for Jacqueline in the village, but still hope to be able to do this at a future date to 

celebrate her life with local friends.  We will then inter her ashes at St Andrew’s and she 

will be reunited with Dad in their beloved village. 

Isabelle Price 
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Like all of Britain’s 40,000 choirs silenced by the coronavirus pandemic, we are missing 
our weekly Wednesday night rehearsals at Trevelyan School in Windsor.  Singing is so 
important to people, spiritually, emotionally and physically and is a huge part of the 
musical fabric of our country.   

Choirs are like families and bind communities together.  We are no exception and 
luckily, like many other choirs, the wonders of Zoom have come to our rescue!  In spite 
of its limitations, we are able to see each other again every week, keep in touch and 
sing a wonderful range of music in preparation for our tour to Georgia and Armenia in 
May 2021, so sadly cancelled for this year.   

Now that some restrictions are lifted, we hope to resume our proper rehearsals at the 
school in the not too distant future to practice for a performance of Rossini’s exciting 
work, Petite Messe Solennelle, postponed from April. 

Other good news is that we have a new website www.royalfreesingers.org.uk. If you 
enjoy choral music, either as a singer or a member of an audience, do have a look and 
find out more about us.  We look forward to welcoming you in the better times ahead. 
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Reminiscing …….. 
 
Remember being able to repair your Ford Escort when it didn’t start one day, adjust the 
points on your Mini when it would not run right? If you are of a certain age, you know 
what I am talking about. Those Saturday mornings spent servicing your car, it was all so 
easy. Even a bit of overheating was no trouble for the mildly technical of us out there, 
but how things have changed. 

 
I did my apprenticeship just as those ignition points were being replaced by electronic 
control modules in the 1980’s. It was described as the new complex car.  

As times have moved on, we have seen petrol engines surpassed by the much more 
efficient diesel engine. In fact, there was such an evolution with diesel that it more 
resembled a revolution! Cars were attaining 30mpg if you were lucky and yet the 
modern common rail diesel doubled that with more power too.  It really was the 
answer, so we were told, and what was not to like? 

Well the emissions regulations got harder to meet and when the manufacturers met 
them, the powers that be moved the goal posts. We now find ourselves on euro 6 
emissions regulations for diesel cars and that will soon be 7. The amount of technology 
that has to be on a car to meet these standards is jaw dropping.  
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In 1985 we had one computer running a car engine. I remember our senior technician 
telling me it was witchcraft and was going to cause all kinds of problems. He is now 
long since retired and sometimes I wonder what he would say to me now? At present 
we can have 60 onboard control units with a mix of master and slave computers all on 
different networks using different speeds of communication.  

You need a computer to fix the computer, but sometimes the computer needs the 
internet so another computer (somewhere else) can tell the computer what to tell the 
other computer. Hang on a minute; I am confused now?!  Oh, and not just any 
computer can do it, it needs to be the right one, speaking the right language! 

More food for thought: At least 40 % of a modern car is now electrical; a Dreamliner 
aircraft has 18 million lines of software coding in its on-board system; a VW Passat has 
10 million. Pretty mind blowing! 

You could say why do we need it to be this way? The thing is we don't in many ways, 
but the customer and the environmental requirements have driven us to this point. 
From a basic radio cassette in 1985 to media streaming music via Bluetooth, 
automatic cruise control that uses radars, and cameras for automatic park-assist. The 
manufacturers introduced it and we bought it. They then produce a better one so we 
want to replace the one we have. It’s a game of cat and mouse to the manufacturer 
which is never ending. The level of technology is a conversation for another day, but it 
does bring me back to that little misfire on your Mini, which is why it’s a thing of the 
past. There are just too many things going on to be able to fix it with a spanner and 
screwdriver, much as we would like to. 

It is nice to think back to those simpler days and I hear people all the time say “why 
does it all have to be so complicated?”. But just remember, we are buying the cars 
with the technology so really have we just brought it on ourselves? 

 
Jay Wheatley 
Director at Lakeside Garage 
IMI Master Technician 
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Church News 

 
 

 

From St Andrew’s Wraysbury and St Michael’s Horton 

As I (and many others) were writing our reports for the June edition of Wraysbury 
News the world changed!  Any hopes that the changes might only be for a month 
or two have been realised as wishful thinking. 

In March 2020 both our local churches were closed  (in common with all other 
places of worship, following the instructions of the UK Government) in order to 
combat the coronavirus pandemic. No services were held after 15 March 2020: 
no Mothering Sunday, no Good Friday or Easter Sunday, no Pentecost… 

We started online services straight away: known as Virtual Church, these were 
produced daily from 16 March and shared via the two Church’s Facebook pages and 
websites as well as a WhatsApp group.  Following government announcements, we 
were able to record and broadcast online a short and simple service from the churches 
from early May and could open the doors for private prayer on Sundays and mid-week 
from late June. 

Both Churches finally re-opened for public worship on 12 July 2020. We have 
produced risk assessments and are following guidelines: wearing masks, using 
gel, keeping social distance, communion in one kind only, and most sadly of all, 
no congregational singing, though we are allowed to have a soloist. What we are 
attempting is to use our creativity to ensure that we rise above the limitations 
and still find ways to engage meaningfully with God in worship. St Andrew’s 
recently held their first New Life service since the lockdown using some 
innovative approaches with every appearance of success. 

At the time of writing there have been 134 Virtual Church Services, with a variety 
of contributors as well as the Vicar.  Virtual Church still continues, now reduced 
to 3 times per week and live streaming and / or recorded services are available 
when the technology works (12th and 13th century buildings weren’t designed 
with WiFi in mind!!!) 

A number of our regulars have understandably not felt confident about returning 
to Church yet. As we now seem to be heading for a second wave of coronavirus it 
is unrealistic to expect them to return any time soon. Numbers appear to have 
stabilised around 25 or so for St Andrew’s and 12 or so for St Michael’s. 
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This is the first time in nearly 800 years that our Churches have been closed. As 
part of the closures we have had to do without all sorts of events and activities 
including our Home Groups, Stitch, Little Lambs, Crafty Church, Pop-In, Men’s 
Breakfast, The Garden Party, Harvest Lunch and so on. Looking ahead, there does 
not seem to be much prospect of resuming any of these for the next 6 months, 
perhaps longer. In addition it seems likely that we are going to have to forego a 
number of greatly loved services and events, such as the Festival of Light, 
Christingle, Carol Service, New Year lunch, perhaps Remembrance Day parades… 
It’s a sad prospect. 

Unfortunately we have to say goodbye to Fleur Brill who was so recently licensed 
as a new Lay Minister. Fleur and Pete have both lost their jobs and their housing, 
which was tied to their work, and are moving to another part of the country. 
Thank you for all you have done for us, for the prayers and the sermons, and 
especially for your contributions to New Life. 

St Andrew’s plans to start a new evening service, to be called Illuminate, have had 
to go on the back burner. This service was aimed at regaining lost ground among 
families with children, who are mostly engaged with sport and training on Sunday 
mornings. We wanted to produce something that would suit the needs of younger 
people and help us to grow again.  

Our reduced numbers and the loss of activities that connect us with our 
communities spell trouble ahead. It is through our open doors and our 
connections with people that churches create opportunities to grow. These have 
been taken away at least for now by Covid-19.  

I am sorry to produce a sombre report while we are still reeling from the closure 
of our local Baptist Church. We need to dig deep and to find fresh vision and 
commitment to avoid our temporary setbacks leading to a longer term decline. 
However one of our greatest assets is our able and motivated core team, who 
have pulled together and worked solidly to get us through not only lockdown, but 
also my absence while unwell. Don’t forget to thank them! We also seem to be 
attracting quite a few people who follow us online, although it is difficult to work 
out the significance of this at present. 

Please make our future a matter for your prayers. Now more than ever we need 
the grace of God, whose word tells us that “My grace is sufficient for you, because 
my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 

 

The Reverend Colin Gibson 
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Due to Covid-19 & current restrictions St. Andrew’s Church choir is unable to meet.  

If you are interested in joining and singing at  

Sunday Services, Weddings, Christmas and other times once restrictions are lifted  

please contact the organist David Gamble 

on  07929441994 OR David_Gamble99@ Hotmail.com  

BETTER PORTION 

Sadly, due to the Coronavirus, Better Portion, like so many other groups, stopped 

meeting from April this year. Up until then we were meeting each month with a 

good number of ladies attending each time. Our meetings were run by a team of 

helpers, with both Beryl Waters and Mary Townend covering the Bible studies 

along with the occasional guest speaker. 

Better Portion has developed into a house group from what was once seen as 

more of an outreach meeting. The ladies have become closer and enjoy each 

other’s company and also exploring the word of God together and the thought 

provoking challenge the word can bring. 

We support a charity called Love Russia, which helps the orphans and single 

mums at the charity-run home, but sadly the collections for them have stopped 

for now. 

We don’t know what the future holds for this group; we just hope we can pick it 

back up again if the Lord wants it to continue, once this awful virus is done. 

If you would like more information, or would like to be contacted when we can start up 
again, please contact Mary on 01784 483845. 
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REGULAR SERVICES 

St. Andrew’s Wraysbury 

Unless circumstances prevent, St Andrew's meets at 11am every Sunday, normally for 
Parish Communion.  Please see www.StAndrewsWraysbury.co.uk for up-to-date 
information regarding the re-introduction of Informal Services and New Life Services as 
well as the long awaited Illuminate services. 

St. Michael’s Horton  

Unless circumstances prevent, St Michael's meets at 9:30am every Sunday for Parish 
Communion and most Thursdays at 11am for a Midweek Communion.  Please 
see www.StMichaels-Horton.org  for up-to-date information. 

At the time of writing, masks must be worn during church services, and visitors must 
maintain a significant distance from each other.  In view of this, visitors to St Andrew's 
are asked to book a seat each time they plan to attend.  Please see website for details. 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 

The following groups are looking forward to re-starting as soon as permitted. Please 

contact the organiser if you would like to be updated when they plan to recommence. 

Ladies’ Fellowship “The Better Portion”: 

1st Saturday of each month: 12-2.00pm in the Annexe at St Andrew’s. 

Mary 01784 483845: Organisers will try to let people know if the meeting needs to be 
moved to another Saturday. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Meet every six weeks or so at St Andrew's Annexe between 8.30 & 10am on a Saturday. 

Tony Hermes 01784 391417 

Crafty Church at St Michael’s, Horton 

On the 3rd Saturday of each month from 2pm to 4pm with Benta Hickley.  

Email: CraftyChurch@stmichaels-horton.org  or Tel: 07986 239 269. 

Refreshments provided. 

Stitch/Days for Girls 

On the 4th Saturday of each month from 10am to 12pm in St Andrew’s Annexe. 

Email: WraysburyStitch@gmail.com  or phone Alison Maitland on 01784 482770 

Bell-ringing Practice at St Andrew’s, Wraysbury 

Takes place every Wednesday evening from 7.30 pm in the belfry. Contact Roger 
Lewiston on 07973 725682 or email RogerLewiston@virgin.net  if you’d like to try your 
hand.  More local people would be most welcome. 

http://www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk/
http://www.stmichaels-horton.org/
mailto:CraftyChurch@stmichaels-horton.org
mailto:wraysburystitch@gmail.com
mailto:rogerlewiston@virgin.net
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Once the crisis is over, Vicar Colin will resume hosting open sessions called 

"More Tea Vicar" approximately once a fortnight at one or other of the two 

churches, usually 10am to 11am.  This is the ideal opportunity to see the vicar to 

discuss a wedding or a Christening, ask about church records, bring up questions 

about life and faith, ask about changes to a grave or anything else you think he 

can help with.   

Please check the church groups on Facebook, the calendar on 

Wraysbury.com or contact 

Secretary.HortonAndWraysbury@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Little Lambs 

A church based toddler group 

We are so sorry that we haven't been able to see all the Little Lambs recently!!  We 

plan to reopen as soon as we are able to and will let you know where and when as 

soon as we can!  If you would like to be added to the list of people we will contact 

please call Becky Webb on 07843 386585 or email the church 

on Secretary.HortonAndWraysbury@gmail.com 

mailto:Secretary.HortonAndWraysbury@gmail.com
mailto:Secretary.HortonAndWraysbury@gmail.com
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St. Michael’s Crafty Church 

STITCH: 
Igniting passion and compassion for 

women and with women in  
Wraysbury and throughout the world.  
Creative opportunities to make items 

which might meet community needs both 
here and in the world.  

An environment for women that’s  
Welcoming,  Friendly, Accepting,  

Loving, and Caring!  
 

We meet generally on the last Saturday of the month, usually at St Andrew's annex from 
10-12.  We work with a US charity making washable menstruation kits for girls around 
the world who otherwise would miss 4 or 5 days of school every month.   

Everyone is welcome to join us, you don't have to be experienced at sewing - there is 
ironing and cutting to be done and tea and coffee to be made!  We put a reminder on the 
Stitch Facebook page before each session or you can email us 
at WraysburyStitch@Gmail.com if you want more information or contact us via the Stitch 
Facebook page. You can read about the work of the charity, and about how we 
contribute to it, and other ways you can help, at www.WraysburyStitch.blogspot.com  

Sadly Stitch group had to stop meeting at the start of lockdown and hasn't been able to 
meet since.  We plan to start as soon as we can and will advertise our dates on the local 
Facebook pages..  This doesn't mean the Stitch team members have been away from their 
sewing machines though - dozens of scrubs and scrubs' bags and hundreds of masks have 
been made and distributed to friends, neighbours and family of the team members as 
well as to NHS hospitals and staff. 

We meet monthly, usually on the last Saturday of the month from 2-4pm in St Michael's 
church.  Come and join us : bring your own crafts or come and learn something new!  We 
usually have donated fabric and wool available, but are happy to bring other craft 
resources if there is something specific you want to try.  There is no charge and the 
kettle usually goes on about 3pm.  Pop in, or contact us on CraftyChurch@stmichaels-
horton.org if you have any questions.  We send a reminder text each month, a week or 
so before each session, just let us know if you'd like to be added to the list.  Children may 
attend if they are working on a craft project, but must be accompanied by an adult.    

mailto:WraysburyStitch@Gmail.com
http://www.wraysburystitch.blogspot.com/
mailto:CraftyChurch@stmichaels-horton.org
mailto:CraftyChurch@stmichaels-horton.org
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Wraysbury Speed Watch 
By Henry Perez 

Dear All, 

In the last issue of the magazine Graham & I updated you on the current situation 

regarding the loading bay at the Co-Op in Windsor Road. At the end of August I was 

informed by the Project Manager that her recommendation (that the loading bay area 

be raised and a retaining wall built) had been approved by the Co-Op Logistics Team 

but as it is within a flood zone they will need to consult with the Environment Agency 

and local Flood Authority before submitting a planning application. 

In mid-September Graham & I attended (via Zoom) the meeting of the Datchet, Horton 

& Wraysbury Neighbourhood Action Group where the following issues were discussed: 

• Speeding on Wraysbury Road: RBWM are still awaiting the police report following 

the fatal accident there some months ago and as it is likely the case will go to the 

Crown Court it was decided to await the court judgement before further liaison with 

RBWM regarding appropriate traffic calming measures for the road. 

• Coppermill Road: Horton Parish Council are to follow up discussions with RBWM 

regarding their proposed trial of a road narrowing scheme. 

• Welley Road: PSCO Les Bradfield has instigated a speed monitoring van being 

deployed in the area which has proved successful. Staines Road and Hythe End were 

also discussed as being problem areas regarding speeding vehicles. PS Catherine 

Griffiths was present at the meeting and stated all the venues would receive her 

police team’s attention. 

• Parking on the yellow lines outside the Co-Op in Windsor Road was also identified as 

an on-going problem. 
 

We also discussed parking outside Wraysbury Primary School, fly-tipping in each of our 

three villages, drug dealing, knife safety, scam phone calls and anti-social behaviour. 

PS Griffiths requested that any information regarding suspected drug dealing be 

passed to the police (rather than posted on social media) especially times, descriptions 

of people and the make/registration number of suspected vehicles involved. 

Graham and I value being members of NAG because it brings us, as representatives 

of  Wraysbury Speed Watch, into contact with members of Datchet, Horton and 

Wraysbury Parish Councils, Ward Cllr David Cannon, PS Griffiths and members of her 

police team plus Duncan Dimbleby, a community warden. 

We welcome new members as many voices are more effective than a lone one. When 

Graham & I speak on issues raised on WSW we speak on behalf of the whole group so, 

if you’re not already a member, please think about signing up. Thank you all.  
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Although the plans identified in the Summer Wraysbury News have not been 

carried out, the wraysbury matters team have not been idle! 

At the beginning of lockdown, we designed the leaflet that gave contact 

details and information for Wraysbury & Horton Voluntary Care together with 

the Tips which went into every household. We also provided Listening Skills 

training for the volunteers who were happy to lend an ear as well as offering 

a free audio download and CD to “Stay Calm and Carry On”. 

Most of the tips are still relevant but have been updated slightly as a quick 

reminder (see opposite page). 

Our “Kindness” campaign was well received – thank you to everyone who put 

up a poster. We continue to work towards “a happy and healthy community”. 

Please like our Facebook page where you will find positive thoughts and 

sayings. Thank you, Wraysbury News FB team, for promoting our posts. 

 The “chat“ bench will be delivered sometime soon, and we will be back at the 

coffee mornings when we can resume at the old Baptist Church. 

In the meantime, we continue to support and assist WHVC and other 

initiatives in the village. We all believe that WRAYSBURY MATTERS! 
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KEEP CALM and CARRY ON 

• Take advantage of the local helplines to share how you are feeling  

• Keep in touch with friends and family and have a chat 

• Stop watching every news bulletin 

• Drink lots of water – stay hydrated so you can think clearly 

• Eat regularly – maintain your energy levels 

• Reduce junk foods – sugars and fats can make you sluggish 

• Get some fresh air every day to clear your head and lungs 

• Exercise when you can for 10 -15 minutes each day 

• Avoid excess caffeine intake – energy drinks and coffee can 

increase feelings of anxiety and agitation 

• Relax in a hot bath and think of happy memories 

• Practice deep breathing – increase the oxygen to your brain which 

helps you stay calm 

• Make time to switch off – read, listen to music, watch a film 

• Get plenty of sleep 

• Smile - release endorphins, the feel-good hormones 

• Do jigsaws, play board games with family to avoid boredom 

• Play virtual games online with friends 

• Find a new hobby – crochet, knitting, calligraphy, painting 

• Keep a journal of your thoughts and feelings to clear your head – 

better out than in 

• Plan each day as far as you can, tasks and meals 

• Follow the government guidelines 

• Listen to “Keep Calm and Carry on” audio, available from 

 
ruth@stressworx.co.uk 
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Wraysbury Community First Responders 

 

As we all know 2020 has been a very strange year. At the start of the COVID crisis both Jan 
Coates and I stopped responding due to the risk of bringing virus to our families. After 
various attempted restarts, armed with the current South Central Ambulance specification 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) I’ve restarted and have attended a number of calls. 

The new normal is to arrive on scene. I click on scene on my phone app then spend a 
couple of minutes putting on my PPE; in my case apron, latex gloves and mask.  Have you 
tried doing up an apron wearing latex gloves? This can easily add a couple of minutes to 
the arrival time perceived by the patient. 

The mix of calls is mostly unchanged, and it is always rewarding doing really local jobs as 
invariably we are first on scene for these and making a real difference to the patient’s 
experience. We can have intervened, taken some medical observations and assessed the 
patient well before the arrival of a crew in a truck. Whilst we’re happy to attend calls in 
Slough and Old Windsor we are more likely to arrive at these after a crew. 

We are very well supported by South Central 
Ambulance Service who assign Community 
Engagement and Training Officers (CETOs) to each 
district. These are full time paramedics who also 
liaise and train with Community Responders. The 
picture shows our local CFR coordinator Frank 
Epstein, CETOs Ben Westly and Ben Cole with the 
new, local CFR response vehicle. 

For those of you that read all the Wraysbury News 
articles you may know from my Scout piece that 
I’m leaving the village. Fun is the wrong way to 
describe CFRing but it is challenging, interesting 
and rewarding.  

Wraysbury needs a new CFR!  Why not give me a 
call so you can discover more about the benefits 
and challenges of being a CFR.  

Call me on 07864 828 466, email me at andrew.bouch@sca-charity.org.uk, or contact 
Frank at frank.epstein@sca-charity.org.uk 

Regards,  
Andy 
 

Wraysbury Community First Responders 

supporting: 

mailto:andrew.bouch@sca-charity.org.uk
mailto:frank.epstein@sca-charity.org.uk
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In Memory of Ben Woodhart 
On the 6th May 2020 we learnt of the sad loss of Ben Woodhart who suffered a sudden, 
unexpected illness which saw him leave us at the young age of 48. Ben left behind three 
beautiful children and his wife Mel who is well known to many of us as one of our village 
school teachers. 

It is not for me to write about Ben from a work or family point of view but I want to 
highlight his amazing contribution to our village.      

Many parents will remember Ben as one of the Dads at the Wraysbury school gate with a 
cheeky smile and a baseball cap!  He would be making jokes with all the other parents 
while packing the kids off to school. During this time he got to know many people in the 
village and was always willing to volunteer to support activities such as school fairs, craft 
shows and kids’ activities. 

However, it was during the 2014 floods that Ben stood out. Ben 
did an amazing job of helping convert the school hall into a flood 
centre using his great experience and knowledge gained from his 
long career as a Paramedic (I was going to write ambulance driver 
just as a final tease but I know he will come back to haunt me). 
Ben spent all hours during the week dealing with a whole host of 

flood related issues with many others who 
played their parts in our village flood 
rescue.  However, one of the most 
important things he gave me personally 
was confidence and an uplifting spirit which 
kept me and everyone else going. 

Ben was later recognised by the Berkshire 
Ambulance Service (even though he worked for the London 
Ambulance Service) for his amazing work during the floods.    

After the floods I asked Ben to join our committee to launch the very first Christmas Fayre 
on the High Street.  Again, Ben’s amazing skillset allowed us to set up a safe environment 
for what was a really enjoyable event. Ben will live on in future fayres as the work and time 
he contributed during those first years are now the basis of all those in the future. 

Ben meant so much, to so many.  He was a great family man, a life saver of so many at 
work, but to Wraysbury he was our flood hero who like so many, stood up and was 
counted when needed. 

I finish by saying that most people who have spent any time in 
Wraysbury know we have a unique and beautiful village but 
what makes it special are the people.  Whether it’s festivals, 
village fayres, radio stations or even the occasional flood crisis, 
so many people do so many things to make our village one to be 
proud of, and Ben played his part. 

RIP Ben Woodhart 

Mark Foster 
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AROMATHERAPY & STRESS MANAGEMENT 

***************************************************
WHAT IS STRESS? 

Stress, now considered a normal part of life, can be a positive 
experience, creating a buzz of excitement, concentration or increased 
energy, clarity of thought, self-esteem, confidence, rational thought, 
happiness and contentment. 

More often, however, the term is used to describe negative emotions 
or feelings of anxiety or tension in overwhelming situations.  This 
negative stress occurs when there is a mismatch between the way we 
perceive both the demands placed upon us and our ability to cope 
with them.  The difference between how we view the demands and 
how we think we can cope determines the level of stress we 
experience. 

HOW AROMATHERAPY CAN HELP 

Studies have shown that aromatherapy can be helpful in stress 
management and prevention.  It can help stimulate the immune 
system, avoiding that run-down feeling which can leave a person 
more vulnerable to viral or bacterial infections.  A more balanced 
lifestyle can be encouraged with the correct use of essential oils.  A 
balanced state of mind promotes vitality and enhances the ability to 
cope with potential difficult situations e.g. business meetings, 
presentations, visiting dentists, job insecurity and mental exhaustion. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 

Call Roma Therapies on 01784 483185 or 07940 756585 or 

email rosemary@romatherapies.co.uk. 

See also our website for other therapies - www.romatherapies.co.uk 

mailto:rosemary@romatherapies.co.uk
http://www.romatherapies.co.uk
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Chiropody/Podiatry Service 

Jean Peters 

MA.CH.Pod.HCPC 

 

I have been at Datchet Health Centre for 20 years helping 

people to keep their feet healthy and happy. 

Sadly, due to Covid-19 I have had to change the way I work 

and am switching to home visits until things improve. 

Whether you are a regular client or a new patient, I can visit 

you in your own home with Covid safe procedures. 

Foot care treatments include: 

• nail cutting 

• ingrown toenails 

• nail problems 

• corns 

• verrucae 

• calluses 

• biomechanics 

• skin conditions 

• diabetic foot care 

• reflexology and foot massage with aromatherapy oils 

 

Call Jean for an appointment  

07767 117398  

email: priestess@live.co.uk 
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Wraysbury Village Halls  

At the time of writing (23rd September 2020), we are commemorating exactly six 

months since the start of national lock-down within the UK.  After a gradual easing of 

restrictions over the summer, we are now embarking on tighter rules once more – 

however, hopefully by the time this publication is issued in December, we will be 

seeing the light at the end of the tunnel and will be looking forward to the restrictions 

being lifted… sadly the exact same sentence was included in the June 2020 article for 

the Village Halls but there is surely no harm in being an optimist! 

Social distancing and face-coverings are the “new normal” and trying to keep up with 

the ever changing list of rules has become some sort of strange pastime that no-one 

ever seems to quite get the hang of… but in true Wraysbury spirit, we are doing our 

best to follow the advice whilst still maintaining the sense of community that we all 

value so highly. 

The Management Committee of Wraysbury Village Halls, led by our stalwart 

Managers, Mark & Jackie, have worked hard to put measures in place to reopen the 

Halls safely post lock-down in line with all COVID-19 restrictions.  We are proud to be 

able to declare the Halls “COVID Secure” but maintaining this illustrious status is 

proving to be quite a job in itself – and as we stand today (with the recently 

announced “rule of 6”) the list of users who are currently permitted to actually utilise 

the Halls has dwindled back to almost nothing.   

But rest assured, once we are permitted to gather socially again then Mark & Jackie 

will be ready and raring to go with your club, society or other party needs.  The 

requirements of being “COVID Secure” are changing regularly, but already in place at 

the Halls are various measures to keep everyone safe including: 

• Mandatory wearing of face coverings (unless medically exempt) 

• Installation of hand sanitisers throughout the building 

• Initiation of a one-way system 

• Signage and reminders to wash and sanitise hands and maintain social distancing 

• Increased cleaning and ventilation throughout 

• Logging of visitors to the Halls (including via the NHS COVID-19 app QR code) for 

“Track & Trace” purposes 
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Users of the Halls can help to maintain safety for everyone by following the new 

procedures in place. However, if you spot any areas where improvements can be 

made then please feel free to raise with Mark, Jackie or myself. 

Thanks to a generous grant from Wraysbury Parochial Charities, the Management 

Committee of the Halls are still hoping to upgrade our stock of chairs in the coming 

months – although at the moment it looks like we will only need to purchase half a 

dozen new chairs to cover “the rule of 6”!  But joking aside, on behalf of the 

Committee we look forward to welcoming you all back to the Halls as soon as 

circumstances allow.  We might even have some fancy new chairs for you to sit on 

(although a grand unveiling where the whole village is invited might not be on the 

cards any time soon). 

Please keep Wraysbury Village Halls in mind for your future hall hire requirements – 

our rates are very economical and probably much cheaper than you think! 

Best wishes, 

Alice Hopkins 

Secretary & Treasurer, Wraysbury Village Halls 
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The Green, Wraysbury 

TW19 5NA 

Comprising 

The Thames Hall, The Colne Room, The Lake Room &  

The Windsor Room 

BOOKING NOW FOR 2020—2021 

The Thames Hall spacious, with a fully equipped stage, accommodating up to 200 is an 

ideal setting for that really special occasion - a wedding, a stage show, a conference, a 

dance or social. 

The Colne Room holding up to 55, is an attractive room perfect for Children's Parties, 
Meetings and is used for staging Art & Craft Exhibitions. 

 

The Lake Room boasts a patio with views over rural Wraysbury. Its elegance makes it 
just right for Surprise Parties, Wedding Anniversaries or Children's Birthday Parties. 
Accommodates around 50. 

The Windsor Room is the latest addition and holds up to 65, so is ideal for the larger 
party. It has its own disabled toilet and changing room. 

The Thames Hall, Lake Room and Windsor Room can be integrated to accommodate 
larger parties. 

Wraysbury Village Halls have full disabled access, disabled toilets, a well equipped 
kitchen, an attractive foyer, a hearing loop and plenty of car parking. Our resident 
Managers, Mark and Jackie, can advise on catering, hire of bands/disco and decorative 
specialists.  

To make your event special give them a ring on 07838 220386 . 

Web Site: www.wraysburyvillagehalls.co.uk 

http://www.wraysburyvillagehalls.co.uk
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First of all……WE’RE BACK IN THE STUDIO!    

With careful thought and rules put in place for the safety of our broadcasters, we relocated 
back to our studios in August. Sadly, we are unable to have guests visit us at the moment 
but hope to make those changes as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Our volunteer broadcasters have been absolute stars these past few months – setting up 
appropriate equipment to tap into our licensed equipment, picking up extra shows and 
keeping in touch on truly personal levels with our listeners.   

In particular, Colin Bolton created a three times weekly community show “We Are All In 
This Together!”, which paid special attention to all the support work going on in our villages 
during the initial lockdown this summer. Colin regularly made contact with representatives 
of the villages of Datchet, Old Windsor, Horton, Colnbrook, Poyle and Wraysbury who were 
able to share vital information on how our more vulnerable residents were being assisted. 

Lifting morale has been a key focus for us since March, so we threw ourselves into VE Day 
with over 12 hours of wartime reminiscing – music, anecdotes from residents, poetry, 
commentary and more. In the absence of festivals across the UK, we broadcasted a whole 
weekend of ‘live’ music from our great musicians from the current day and going back to 
the sixties. Not forgetting our younger residents who were missing so much school and 
interaction with others during the lockdown, we linked up with Natalie Griffin-Smith and 
her family-based challenges around the village. Friday lunchtimes often resulted in a mini 
children’s disco and we even had our young folk chatting over the airwaves! 

On a more difficult note, being unable to put on our huge fundraising events has given us 
much concern over the financial situation we face at SWAN RADIO. As you will know by 
now, we are a Not for Profit, Community Radio Station run entirely by volunteers so every 
penny we raise goes into paying rent and licence fees to keep our station on air.   

It meant so much when some of our broadcasters raised much needed funds over the 
summer, thank you Charity, Nicky, Garry and Martin, with others developing other amazing 
fundraising ideas.  Our grateful thanks also to listeners for adding to our Donation Page on 
our website…please continue to spread the word. 

As Directors, we also went further afield to request financial support during these times of 
Covid-19 and want to express special thanks to RBWM, National Lottery Community 
Funding, Horton Parish Council, Datchet Endowment Fund Committee and Wraysbury 
Village Halls for having faith in what we are trying to achieve in our communities.  

WE THANK YOU! 

Follow or contact us at www.swan-radio.co.uk 
or on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Email us at studio@swan-radio.co.uk  
or text 07523 012188 for show requests 

BEN, LYNN & COLIN 
Directors @ Swan Radio CIC 

http://www.swan-radio.co.uk
mailto:studio@swan-radio.co.uk
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Wraysbury Scouts 

 

 

During the long summer break, we said goodbye to our longest serving leader Lucy 
Foster who has managed the Cub Pack for many years. We wish Lucy well with her 
newfound Monday nights but hope we can keep her engaged with the group in 
some role. 

Like many of the village’s activities everything ground to a halt in March. We sadly 
stopped youth meetings across the group and the other tenants of the Scout Hut, 
Angel’s Pre-School and Susy Ballet stopped their youth activities too. We took the 
opportunity of an empty Scout Hut and furloughed workers (or in my case retired) 
to put together a work list. My thanks to all who contributed to the projects that 
included replacing all the lighting with low energy LED lamps, pruning trees and 
clearing brush in the swim area, clearing storage and cleaning and dusting 
thoroughly for the first time in ten years. Thanks also to Dave Francis for the loan of 
a builder’s tower, essential for reaching high up corners. The Scouts continued 
throughout with e.scout meetings on Zoom as did our management committee the 
Scout Exec, but by the end of term we were all tiring of Zoom. The Cubs met once, 
outside on The Green, at a distance. 

We postponed Family Camp planned for Portishead but the Camp Organisers ran a 
well-attended e.camp via the ubiquitous Zoom. Families camped in their gardens 
and were judged for best decorated tent and joined a campfire. I pitched my tent, 
sat beside it during the Zoom then retired to the comfort of my bed and duvet for 
the night, unlike most of our younger campers. 

As I write all the units are back to meeting every week, though for Beavers and 
Scouts the young people attend every other week to manage with the concurrent 
numbers dictated by Scouting and the National Youth Agency. We are being warned 
of further restrictions. We will continue Scouting in Wraysbury as best we can in 
some shape or form. 

The final bit of news is that Nicky and I are leaving the village and local Scouting. 
After twenty-two years here we are heading for the Hampshire coast. 

So next time you read this the article will be authored by our new GSL Doug 
Robinson, who many of you will know through tennis. 

There, I’ve made it all the way to the end of my Scouting News without mentioning 
the C-word. 

Regards, Andy (Group Scout Leader) 
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WRAYSBURY  

LAWN TENNIS CLUB 

 

This year, because of the pandemic, we had to close for two months. We were fortunate 

in that tennis, as a socially distanced outdoor sport, was allowed to resume under strict 

guidelines in May, much sooner than most other sports. 

The committee worked hard to make sense of all the guidelines and first of all could only 

resume singles play. With hand sanitising and social distancing,  members were 

delighted to have a chance to play again and meet other people - on the other side of 

the net of course!  

Our coach, Doug Robinson, was also keen to resume coaching and he arranged 1:1 

coaching for children on one court six days a week. His enthusiasm, and maybe the fact 

that children were off school with few other activities possible, meant that many new 

children signed up for lessons and joined the club. The adult membership is also very 

healthy and although some members remained very cautious about returning, a good 

number of new members have joined the club this season, which is encouraging. 

After a month or so, we were given the go ahead to resume doubles play though not 

social occasions, so we are still operating a system whereby everyone books a court to 

play singles or doubles. Since July, we have also operated “mix and match” club sessions 

on Tuesday and Sunday mornings and have now added Wednesday evenings. For these, 

members sign up and are arranged into fours to play games for an hour at a time. This 

has proved very popular and will continue as long as is necessary.  

We normally hold a number of social events throughout the year – such as our annual 

Christmas dinner at The George, a Quiz night, Bank Holiday “fun” sessions and our 

annual Summer BBQ. We also run social tournaments during the season and the annual 

club tournament from May to July. Doug also organises tournaments for the Juniors but 

this year, all of this social activity has had to be cancelled.  

So even during this strange year, if you fancy taking up this sport, have a look at our 

website and arrange to meet one of us for a chat about it - socially distanced of course!  

Rosalind Nockles,  Wraysbury Lawn Tennis Club 
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WRAYSBURY VILLAGE FOOTBALL CLUB 

Since I last wrote in the Wraysbury News magazine we have had some very challenging 

times as a football club.   Like many dealing with COVID-19 we had to completely change 

the way we operate and this has taken lots of hard work and planning from our 

volunteers.   As a Charter Standard club who take the welfare of our members very 

seriously, we could not resume training until the end of the summer by which point we 

only had a few weeks to prepare our teams, pitches and equipment for the return to 

football. I can only praise Graham Cribbin, Philip Humphreys, Gina & Rob Beck, Sarah 

Townend and Dawn Funnell who have worked so hard to make this happen. Our youth 

teams are in full swing and enjoying our professional training set up. 

On the adult side, we have Asif Khan heading up our women’s section again this season 

and he has made sure that last season wasn’t a one off and our women’s team are already 

fighting for top spot in their league.  Again a massive thank you to Asif. 

Let’s not forget men’s football. While they haven’t officially started the season as I write, 

the men’s team are looking as strong as ever after new Manager Richie Goddard has 

brought in a number of players to compliment the team from last season.   I must thank 

John Meller and David Fairhall who have put in hours of work preparing the Memorial 

Ground for adult football.   We have also been supported with a grant from the Wraysbury 

Village Trust to help improve the playing surface which those who have ever played for 

Wraysbury knows is a massive challenge. 

I would also like to thank our sponsors who you can see on our website 

www.wraysburyfc.co.uk as they continue to help us through this challenging season.  

Without their ongoing support the club would not exist. 

Mark Foster 

Chairman 

http://www.wraysburyfc.co.uk
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:: Category 5e/6 Cabling  

:: Fibre Optic Installation   Surrey 

:: Voice Cabling    Middlesex 

:: Meridian Nortel Telephone Systems Berkshire 

:: BT Telephone Systems   London 

:: Telephone Sockets  
 

Established in 1994, Area Communications carry out complete category 5e/6 network cabling, fibre 

optic installations and add additional points to existing networks. 

We also offer a full telecoms service, supplying new & refurbished systems, installing additional 

telephone points along with all programming needs, specialising in Nortel, Meridian & BT systems. 

Having worked in the industry for over 30 years, our knowledge and experience have been the 

main foundation of the business. This has been built on referrals and repeat business. We pride 

ourselves on our levels of customer service, reliability and competitive pricing.  

Area Communications  

graham@areacomms.co.uk 

© Somadata 

T.   01784 488005 

M.  07885 212747  

http://www.somadata.com/
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WRAYSBURY PLAYERS 

IN THE ABSENCE OF A PRODUCTION,  

LET’S HAVE A “PLAYERS” WALK DOWN MEMORY LANE……………………………. 

R ESPECTING YOUR PIERS, OCT 2007 

Y OUTH, SPELTHORNE FESTIVAL  2004 

P INOCCHIO, PANTO 2002 

L ADIES DAY, OCTOBER 2013 

A LADDIN, PANTO 2017 

S NOW WHITE, PANTO 2020 

E VENTS, SOCIETY CHALLENGE 2019 
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Yes, the Wraysbury Players will be back, 

Although it seems an age, 

Since we were all together appearing on our stage. 

Our last production was Snow White, a panto full of fun, 

We’d hope to stage another in 2021! 

But COVID-19 put a stop to our plans for 2020 

How could we stage a play or quiz 

When all our seating would be empty? 

But in these times of doom and gloom 

We kept in contact through the power of Zoom 

And so for now we stay resilient, 

Because when we do return it will be just Brilliant!  

By Jim Minter 

We were very sad to say “Goodbye” to one of our own on 24th June this year.  

David MacDougald was with the Wraysbury Players for 20 years. He could 

be seen working front of house and was best known as our raffle caller. He 

was previously a member of the Heston Variety Group and Colnbrook 

Amateur Stage Theatre, CAST, appearing in pantomimes and plays before 

joining us. We send his wife Margaret, also a member, our love and hope to 

see her again at Players when we return. 

Here are some pics of David as a reminder of our friend. RIP David  

WRAYSBURY PLAYERS 
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In Memoriam of Stanley Dennis Williams 

 

 

 

Dennis top right Dennis far left 

Dennis founded the Wraysbury Players 

with Audrey Elliot in 1966. His family  

remember watching him on stage 

many times over the years. He loved 

the Wraysbury Players and enjoyed 

many years as an actor and director. 

Dennis was a sailor in the British Navy, travelling the world for 12 years. His 

travels took him to Ireland, where he saw Catherine for the first time at a 

dance in ‘Derry and it was love at first sight. They started a family and 

moved to Surrey, into what would become their family home for 50 years. 

“I’ll sing you a song that’s the song of the sea 

Way down Rio 

I’ll sing you a song, that’s the song of the sea 

And we’re bound for the Rio Grande!” 

His extensive family look back with affection and remember squeezing into Dennis and 

Catherine’s tiny dining room for a cuppa. 

Dennis Williams  was one of the founders of the Wraysbury Players more 

than 50 years ago. He appeared in many plays over the years on stage in 

Wraysbury and will be remembered for his exceptional acting ability.  

His last few years had been very difficult, with Alzheimer’s and leg amputation, even 

though he tried his best to live life to the fullest. His children would walk through the 

door of their family home of 50 years and hear him shouting to his wife ‘Catherine! 

Where’s my tea?’ She would reply ‘Dennis, it’s in front of ya!’ They had this conversation 

a good 10 times every day. But regardless of the repetition, you could visibly see and feel 

the love they had for each other. Dennis would say how beautiful his dear wife was and 

how lucky he was. Catherine was always there to look after him. 

The father of Sean, Denise, Sandra, Dennis and Barry sadly passed away on 7 May this 

year. Just two weeks after his dear wife left this world, Stanley joined her for a cup of tea. 

He was a loved husband, father, uncle, grandad and great grandad.  
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"Doing the Wraysbury Walk Oi” 

By Graham Sinclair 

For some time, I had been thinking about a fundraiser 

to celebrate my 85th birthday. A marathon swim was 

in my mind but with all the swimming pools closed 

due to Covid-19 I could not train. Darren Laverty and I 

were talking and he suggested 85 laps of Riverside, 

Wharf Road, and Lower Ouseley Road, about 0.85 

miles a lap (70 miles in total) equating to walking 

from Wraysbury all the way to Salisbury. I said 

“You’re on”. As I had won some quality motorcycle 

distance events in my younger days, I knew it was a 

mental challenge as well as a physical one. 

The hardest thing was that first step out of my garden 

gate, knowing I had 70 miles to go, albeit in my own 

time and at my own pace. 

And so began “The Darren Laverty Challenge”, raising funds for Age Concern, Wraysbury 

& Horton Voluntary Care, Wraysbury Parochial Charities and Thames Valley Hospice.  

Darren set up a “Just Giving” page and details were posted on Facebook. We were off, and 

money started coming in. It captured people's imaginations; people walked with me, 

came out to talk to me and passing motorists tooted their horns.  

While all this was going on, I kept 

walking. My “Chirop” Dee looked 

after my feet. Various laps were 

dedicated to our charities, one to 

the binmen (true), and my final lap 

was to all the servicemen who gave 

their lives for our freedom: “We 

will remember them”. 

One supporter promised that if I 

didn’t make £5000 they would 

make up the balance. 

Nicky Hall put a “Graham Sinclair” stone in Sammi the Wraysbury snake, Benta made a 

“Ginger Graham”, Margaret and John Lenton supported me, Margaret walking the 

halfway, the 85th, and the final laps with me which was very special to me. 
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At about 60 laps, as I had expected, I hit 

the wall. I felt I could go no further. That’s 

when various friends encouraged me to 

continue and we were back in business. 

At 82 laps David Gates came out of his 

house: “How many more Graham?” he 

asked. “Three more” I said.  “Make it 100 

and I will give your charities £100.” “You’re 

on” I replied. This gave me the chance to 

include MacMillan Cancer Support; I had 

overlooked them at the start. 

It was now “The Darren Laverty/David 

Gates Challenge”. As we completed lap 85, 

yet another well supported lap, we were 

presented with a bottle of champers. A 

celebration was held and Terry Gleed, a 

talented Wraysbury singer (move over 

Ginger) brought his equipment along and 

entertained us all over a few beers. 

Only 15 more laps to go to make the ton; not bad for an old “Ton-Up Boy". That was fairly 

soon completed, and another party was held.  

The total walk equated to 85 miles; that is equivalent to walking from the North Sea at 

Newcastle along Hadrian’s Wall to the Irish sea at Carlisle. 

From the walk, the foundations have been laid to add to the security of our area as well 

as supporting all of the well-deserving charities previously mentioned. 

I couldn’t have done it without the support of many people including: Darren Laverty, 

David Gates, Sandra Freeman, Gurlal Singh for the halfway refreshments, Nikki Haynes for 

the champagne, Swan Radio, The Perseverance, The George, Wraysbury & Horton 

Voluntary Care, the Village Club for the free fish & chips they provided each Friday and all 

those that accompanied me on my laps. 

Thanks to so many generous people a massive £5373 has been raised. 

Without a doubt Wraysbury is a very special place. 

Thank you all for your overwhelming support: I’m 86 next August - watch this space….. 
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Wraysbury High Street Centre 
12a, High Street 
Wraysbury 
Near Staines 
TW19 5DB 
 

Bookings: Glyn Larcombe  
M: 07831 508099 
Secretary: Janet Crame 
E: Janet@thegardenhouse.uk.com 
M: 07711 64202  

Progress with the Wraysbury Baptist Church Building   October 2020 

The Trustees have been contacted by the Baptist Church Property Board’s Agent to 

confirm all is progressing well with the Parish Council’s purchase of the former Baptist 

Church freehold, which hopefully will be completed by the end of December. We 

understand that the running of the Baptist Church Community Halls can be handed over 

to WPC at that time. 

The Trustees would like to express our thanks to The Wraysbury Parish Council for 

undertaking this important community acquisition.  

We are pleased that despite all the adverse conditions over the past months, and as 

forecast, we have managed to keep the income and expenditure balanced and in credit. 

The Trustees have been able to utilise income over and above our responsibilities to 

cover utilities and refurbish the main hall with a coat of paint and a new non-slip sealed 

floor. This will greatly benefit the current and future users of the building. 

Thanks are due to Robin and Carolyn Urwin for arranging the generous donation of £5700 

which has now been passed to WPC. They have also confirmed  that the money can be 

used in any way that will support the ongoing use of the building for the community. A 

copy of their letter is on the Baptist Church notice board. 

The Trustees have been assured that a committee of hall users will be invited to manage 

the Baptist Church Halls in much the same way as the Village Halls. This should result in a 

cohesive well-run jewel of a community venue of which the Village can be proud. 

Many thanks to our co trustees, Colin Gibson and Margaret Lenton with Janet Crame 

holding together all secretarial and accounts requirements. We all wish this newest 

village community asset every future success. 

Glyn Larcombe, Trustee 

mailto:Janet@thegardenhouse.uk.com
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WRAYSBURY CRICKET CLUB  

What a strange summer this has been in such unprecedented times, 
with the country in lockdown through most of March, April and May. At one stage it 
looked as though there was not going to be a cricket season at all, as the sporting 
programme was at a standstill. However, a surprising U turn from the Prime Minister in 
early July meant that cricket could finally get underway from the middle of July. The 
conditions of play imposed by the government included teams not allowed in changing 
rooms, no teas being served and having to sanitise the ball and all the players’ hands 
every six overs. Nevertheless, it was good to be playing at last and the Thames Valley 
League proposed half a season of matches in every division with no promotion or 
relegation at the end of the season. 

The Cricket 
The Saturday games for the 1st and 2nd XI’s were 40 over matches with nine matches to 
be played. Sadly, for the 1st XI only six games were completed due to rain and the loss 
of these cancelled games meant that they could only finish in 6th place. The 2nd XI fared 
rather better and at one stage held 2nd place, only to fall away to 4th in the last few 
weeks. Our thanks go out to the two captains Andy Prasad (1st XI) and Iffy Wain (2nd XI) 
for all their hard work. Naturally we will be hoping that in a full season next year both 
sides will be pushing for promotion.  

The Sunday XI enjoyed some entertaining friendly cricket hosting a number of travelling 
sides including the Royal Household from Windsor. Again, Iffy Wain captained the side 
and it was good to see so many young players and colts taking part in the games. 

Sadly, it was not possible to hold our usual cricket week as Covid-19 regulations did not 
allow us to provide food and all the hospitality which has made this festival of cricket 
such a popular event in the village. Nevertheless, we were delighted that the 
traditional fixtures with The MCC and The Fiddlers went ahead and we were thrilled to 
see Andy Prasad hit the winning six against the MCC to record a famous victory.  

The Club 
The start of the season coincided with our Chairman’s decision to stand down after 
many years of devoted service to the club. Gordon Morgan has been a huge servant to 
the club for well over twenty years and we hope that he will continue to entertain his 
large following of fans with many more innings in years to come. Vice Chairman David 
Tooze has now taken over as the new Chairman and we wish him well in continuing the 
development of the club.  

Perhaps the highlight of the summer has been the opening of the balcony extension 
along with some nice new furniture. It has quickly become a very popular venue for our 
Vice Presidents and friends of the club who have come along to enjoy a drink and 
watch the cricket. Next season we will be offering ‘social membership’ of the club and 
hope to open to a much wider village audience - clearly this popular setting will 
become a feature of village life for many years to come. Once again, our thanks go to 
Andy Davison and the Wraysbury Village Trust for helping to make this possible.  
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On a sad note we have to report the recent passing of Richard George. Richard was an 
umpire at the club for many years and gave up a huge amount of time supporting the club. 
He was a very popular character at Wraysbury and his presence will be sorely missed. We 
send our deepest sympathies and very best wishes to his wife Anne and family.  

The Village Green 
The club again says thanks to our groundsman David Tooze and his assistant Mike Ward 
who continue to prepare good wickets and ensure that the Green looks so attractive. We 
are proud that visiting teams often say it’s one of the most picturesque grounds in the 
Home Counties and we were delighted to host 3 Berkshire Over 60’s games this summer.  

Going forward 
The Colts section has been limited to training on Friday nights, with few actual matches this 
summer. It has been pleasing to see the numbers growing weekly and we are hoping it will 
really grow next season. We are as always grateful to Colts Manager Andy Freeman, Head 
Coach Iffy Wain and their helpers who make the sessions enjoyable. Winter nets will be 
held in February 2021 through to April – dates and location to be finalised.  

For a copy of our Cricket & Social Programme and for new players please contact either 
Andy Prasad andy.prasad@gmail.com  or Tom Dibley wraysburycc@hotmail.co.uk or for 
Colts – Andy Freeman andy_kate_freeman@hotmail.com .  

Go to www.wraysbury.play-cricket.com/home or www.facebook.com/wraysburycc for 
further information. 

Tom Dibley , Secretary  

DO YOU WANT FASTER INTERNET FOR OUR COMMUNITY? 

IS WORKING FROM HOME AN ISSUE DUE TO SLOW CONNECTIVITY? 

DOES YOUR INTERNET KEEP DROPPING OUT? 

DOES YOUR SMART TV BUFFER IN THE MIDDLE OF A PROGRAMME? 

IS POOR CONNECTIVITY A BARRIER FOR POTENTIAL HOUSE BUYERS? 

 
THE ISSUE:  

• Wraysbury & Horton have an old 

copper infrastructure 

• Changing providers makes little or no 

difference 

• There is no cable or mobile 

alternative 

 

 WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

• Sign my petition:  

 Go to Change.org and search 

 for Rizwan Mahmood or 

 Wraysbury/Horton 

 

The aim is to exert pressure on Openreach to replace the copper with new fibre 

resulting in better connectivity for our villages. 

For more information please contact me, Rizwan Mahmood on 07887 726247 

mailto:andy.prasad@gmail.com
mailto:wraysburycc@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:andy_kate_freeman@hotmail.com
http://www.wraysbury.play-cricket.com/home
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PENNYFIELDS 

27 High Street Wraysbury 

01784 482447 

 

Monday to Saturday 10am—5pm 

Closed Sunday 

Hardware, Flowers and Pet Food 

Orders taken 

 

Andy invites you to have a browse 



76 

 



77 

 

 

 

Wraysbury Primary School 

 

 

Well, the summer and autumn terms have been and gone and I am delighted to say 

that we were able to open up to just over a third of our school in the second half of the 

summer term as well as being a support to many families, namely the Key Worker 

families, and the vulnerable families.   

We are now back and have the whole school in.  It is challenging but at the same time it 

is great to have the children back and the feeling of the family being reunited.    

During the summer term we held a fantastic “Sports Day, Not Sports Day”.  We took 

part in the usual activities and everyone thoroughly enjoyed it.  We still managed to 

swim and in fact we carried this on into the autumn term, managing 3 weeks of 

glorious weather and it was just what we all needed; a chance to recharge batteries, to 

burn off the lockdown luggage and boost mental health through physical exercise!   

We welcomed our new Foundation Stage children in September and they have settled 

in so well!  We had conducted meetings with them at their Nurseries and Pre-schools 

via Zoom. They came into school on day one as if they had been here for years!   

Over the summer we set to work with refurbishing and tidying our school.  The Library 

was completely stripped out and painted and we had brand new funky furniture 

installed.  A huge thank you goes to the PTFA for buying it.  Adjacent to the Library is 

our Hall and we had the floor refurbished.  It was completely stripped off (over 20 years 

of polish was taken off) and it has had a lacquer applied.  Who knew it was light brown 

under all the dirt! 

As we head into the Christmas season we are not sure what we will be able to do in the 

Community.  We will certainly miss the Carol Concerts, the plays and the Fayre, but we 

do hope that we are still able to celebrate in some way. 

We wish everyone all the best and are looking forward to the New Year! 

Alison Fox, Head Teacher 
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Personalised multi-sensory teaching and assessments, to 

provide children from 6-18 with a toolkit to achieve their 

potential and shine. 

I provide specialist teaching for individuals with Dyslexia, 

Dyscalculia, Dysgraphia, Dyspraxia and ADHD. 

Visit dyslexiaachieve.co.uk to find out more about who I 

am and what I do. 

Email corinne@dyslexiaachieve.co.uk tel. 07704539247  

 

mailto:corinne@dyslexiaachieve.co.uk
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Wraysbury School PTFA 
Chairperson: Kirsty Connolly Secretary: Sharen Saini  Treasurer: Jason Allen (acting) 

Email: wraysburyschoolptfa@gmail.com Twitter: @wraysburyschool 

After a quiet summer term with all our events cancelled, we are now starting a new 

school year wondering what events we can run and what fundraising we can do to comply 

with the social distancing rules. Unfortunately, this means cancelling the usually popular 

Spooky disco in October and the Christmas Fair.  We are hoping to be able to run one of 

the children’s favourites, the Christmas Shop, as this is done in classes. We are also 

hoping that Father Christmas might be able to make a socially distanced visit. So far, we 

have managed to have a second-hand uniform sale and a Bag2School collection and 

intend to run these again in the Spring and Summer terms. We also have our 

EasyFundraising opportunity which requires online shopping via the EasyFundraising 

website and the participating shops donating a percentage of sales to the school. If you 

would like more information on this, please contact the email address above.  

Together with the Parish Council, we have had to take the decision to cancel the 

Christmas Tree Festival this year too. However, we hope to bring it back again in 2021. 

Last year, up to lockdown in March, we raised nearly £6000 and were heading for a 

bumper year when everything was cancelled. However, this does mean that over the 

summer, Wraysbury Primary School refurbished the school library which the PTFA was 

able to partly fund. The school highly values the importance of reading and wanted to 

turn the library into a welcoming, cosy place by creating funky reading spaces with lots of 

bright colours. We hope the children are able to start making use of it soon. 

This year the school is aiming to purchase more outdoor play equipment and replace 

some of the existing trim trail to enrich the outdoor time for the children. Hopefully, the 

few events we are able to hold will be well supported and we can return to our usual 

fundraising activities soon. 

A huge thank you for your ongoing support at all our events. We are always looking for 

more members. You don’t have to be a parent or teacher… PTFA stands for Parent, 

Teacher and Friends Association so we are looking for friends too! There are all sorts of 

ways to get involved from cake-baking, donating books or you could run a stall or man an 

ice-cream stand. You may even have some new ideas for fundraising that we would love 

to hear about. We meet every term to plan the next stage and would love to welcome 

you on board. If you would be interested in joining our PTFA we would love to hear from 

you so please contact us on the email address above. 

Please stay safe and well and we look forward to welcoming you to one of our events in 

the future.  

mailto:wraysburyschoolptfa@gmail.com
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As we have come to the end of an incredible term, 
I have been impressed with how the students have 
adapted to our new “normal” of school life.  We 
have wanted to give our students a full 
experience, as safely as possible, and we have still 
managed to engage them in a wide variety of 
activities. 

We have welcomed our Year 7s who have settled 
in extremely well and have been participating in all 
available activities with enthusiasm.  Our Year 7 
football club has been well attended with a big 
turn out from the girls.  They are looking forward 
to their first match in the New Year! 

Our Harvest Festival video was celebrated across 
the Diocese of Oxford.  Our students enjoyed the 
opportunity to share their Harvest Festival stories 
and activities with other schools.  Thank you to the 
parents for their generous donations in supporting 
local food banks. 

In November, our year 9 students participated in 
Shakespeare’s Schools Festival 2020 in a unique 
and interactive way.  An abridged version of the 
Tempest followed in the spectacular footsteps of 
last year’s Othello.  Keep your eyes peeled for a 
recording to be shared with everyone! 

Year 11s have been attending after school revision 
clubs in preparation for next summer, hoping to 
follow in the footsteps of some of our highest 
achievers. We would like to commend last years 
GCSE students for achieving such fantastic results.  
We were delighted that we could celebrate with 
them earlier this year. 

It has been wonderful to see so many prospective 
students with their families. We now have a 
Churchmead School virtual tour, “Churchmead 
Chapters” available on all our social media 
platforms. Thank you to our parents for your 
support this term and I wish all of the community 
a very happy and healthy Christmas. 

Chris Tomes, Headteacher 

Churchmead School 

Believe to Achieve 
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WRAYSBURY BOWLS CLUB 

The club, like most organisations in 

our villages, has had a disrupted year 

due to the pandemic. We had to close 

in March because of Government 

restrictions on public gathering and 

people distancing to try to keep 

everyone safe.   

That meant cancelling our weekly 

club roll-up sessions and in-house club competitions, plus the men’s Berkshire League 

games and the mixed Chiltern & Thames League were also wiped out this year. 

However, things brightened up in June when restrictions were eased for outdoor sports 

and members were able to play in a limited form, with just two players allowed to play 

against one another on a rink.  That improved mid-August when pairs play was given the 

go-ahead for four players on each rink.  

With our newly installed online booking system, the club was pleased to see the majority 

of our members were taking the opportunity to get back out during the summer and play 

some bowls – of course, in a safe and controlled manner. 

The only competitive members’ event this year was when we managed to get the final of 

the 2019-20 Wraysbury Village Trust Winter Cup played on August 27th.    This pairs’ 

competition began at the backend of last year and is normally concluded in the spring. 

The trophy went to Sarah Jane Cole & Len Carlton who beat Paul Lester & Graham 

Sinclair 23-13 in an exciting match safely watched by a good gallery of members and 

guests who warmly appreciated the quality bowling from all players.   The trophy was 

presented by Village Trust president Roger Chapman and Chairman Marilyn Ferguson. 

Our club, which sits beneath the windmill off The Green, has an artificial playing surface, 

so players can enjoy their sport throughout the year. Bowls is an entertaining game 

which offers good exercise for all ages. 

Despite the problems faced during this difficult year, we are pleased to say that some 

new members have joined which shows promise for the future.  We would still 

encourage anyone to get in touch should they wish to try out this engaging sport.  

Club Secretary: Fred Parsons  

01784  481490         email: wraysburybowls@gmail.com 
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We are a local Dance and Cheerleading 

school  in Wraysbury holding classes at the 

Village Halls for children from the age of 

five up to teenage. 

Like many other groups we were 

hit hard by the pandemic but 

switched to holding classes online 

via Zoom . It was a different and 

strange way to learn and teach to 

begin with but we all found it so 

beneficial and were so committed, 

that it worked perfectly for us. It 

gave the girls routine, exercise, 

purpose, drive and goals at a time 

when it was really needed. It kept 

their bodies active and also helped with mental wellness during the pandemic when it 

was so important. 

Just before the country went into lockdown we were due to do a music video with a 

new girl band “Kings Daughters”. They were releasing their first single “Get Up” which 

was produced by Queen 

guitarist Brian May. It was 

decided that the release 

would go ahead as it was 

an uplifting song and the 

band wanted to bring 

some happiness in these 

dark times. It was also 

agreed that proceeds from 

the single would be 

donated to the charity Mind. However, the concept for the video had to change to 

meet social distancing requirements. So the band, Brian May and the Resolution 

Dancers all filmed their own videos at home along with people from all over the world 

each doing a small piece of the choreography. A compilation video was created which 

also featured Matt Lucas and Anita Dobson. It was an incredible experience for all the 

girls and it gave us something to look forward to. Being in a music video, let alone 

alongside Brian May, felt very special. 
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As lockdown continued, so did the online classes. 

We held a VE day party, a themed class for the 

whole family, a “jump and turn” clinic run by a 

Cheer England Pom & Jazz coach and a Summer 

Party with games. We even had a masterclass 

with Strictly Come Dancing's Katya Jones who 

taught a salsa dance. This was all done with lots 

of dressing up, everyone getting excited about it 

and lots of fun for all. 

In preparation for the release of their second single we were once again contacted by 

“Kings Daughters” to be a part of the video. “Dancing in the Rain” was to honour those 

lost during the pandemic. Not necessarily from Covid-19, but all those who sadly died 

alone, who didn't have goodbyes and those who 

couldn't have proper funerals. Sadly, Talia Dean, the 

“Kings Daughters” lead singer and X Factor finalist, 

lost her best friend during the lockdown which she 

found incredibly difficult. This was made even harder 

by not being able to be with him or say goodbye. 

“Dancing in the Rain” was to honour him and too 

many others. The video featured people holding 

pictures of their loved ones that they had lost.  

The shoot was held at the Silent Pools in 

Guildford and was the first time the dancers had 

been together since March. We social distanced 

with all the crew, as well as each other which 

made for some creative filming! But it was so 

nice to be back together though and the girls 

enjoyed the experience so much. 

We are really looking forward to when events and competitions can return. We had so 

much lined up this year and it was so disheartening as each event was cancelled. It's really 

strange for us to not have the next event lined up, but we have huge plans for 2021 with 

everything crossed that this situation settles down and it becomes safer for all of us to get 

back to doing what we love. 

Heather Close,     FB: Resolution Dance Company 

Owner, Coach & Choreographer   Insta: @resolutiondance 

resolutiondance.com      
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LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE VILLAGE 

EAT IN OR TAKEAWAY 

BAKED FRESH DAILY BAGUETTES – ROLLS – PASTRIES 

SANDWICHES – SALADS – JACKET POTATOES 

PANINIS – WRAPS 

CAPPUCCINO – LATTE – ESPRESSO 

SMOOTHIES – FRAPPES 

MILKSHAKES – TEAS 

WE ALSO CATER FOR CORPORATE  

BREAKFASTS & LUNCHES 

TELEPHONE 01784 488080 

EMAIL: KAREN@KARELLIES.CO.UK 

WWW.KARELLIES.CO.UK 

mailto:KAREN@KARELLIES.CO.UK
http://www.karellies.co.uk/
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Community Spotlight 

Benta Hickley, the lady with a caring “touch” 

You may know Benta as the lady behind the “Gingers”, the 

little embroidered gingerbread people depicting our friends 

and heroes during lockdown. 

Or you may know Benta through the years she was a 

childminder,  her work at various schools and playschools in our area, her work with the 

Windsor homeless project, as Secretary of the churches of St. Andrew’s and St. Michael’s 

in Wraysbury and Horton, as Horton Parish Council Clerk, or you or a member of your 

family may have a patchwork quilt made by Benta   Whichever way, you can imagine that 

she is an extremely busy, caring person who loves nothing more than helping others.  

What’s in a name?  

One thing you may not realise is that Benta is not her actual name. She was named Mai-

Bente (pronounced “My Benta”) by her Norwegian parents, after her father Birger fell in 

love with the name of a beautiful boat when 

Benta’s mother Elizabeth was pregnant.  

Benta was born in Oslo, Norway and lived there 

until she was 3 years old, when she moved to 

England with her mum.  

Her name went through a few changes: firstly, 

her little cousin couldn’t understand why she 

was called “my” Bente and she wasn’t “our” 

Bente. You can see why a little girl would be 

confused! So she dropped the “Mai” part of her 

name to make it easier to understand.  

Then, as an adult, people kept spelling or pronouncing her name incorrectly. As it was 

often misspelt as “Benta”, she decided to go with it and that name has stuck ever since. 

Norway to England 

As a little girl, Benta grew up in Oslo and for summer holidays, 

her family would all go to her grandparents’ cabin on an 

island south of Bergen. The small cabin 

somehow housed up to 30 people for a 

summer and had the most spectacular 

views over the sea. And if they fancied a 

change of scenery, the cabin was cleverly built so that it could be 

moved around to get the best views.  
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So why did Elizabeth and her little daughter give up on their life in Oslo and move to 

England? Well, Elizabeth worked before she was married as an au pair in Weybridge, 

England. She easily became part of the family and was good friends with the family’s 

eldest son Neill. Unfortunately, when she had to go home to Norway, communication 

between the two youngsters faltered, not having social media in those days and relying 

on letter writing. With Neill apparently no longer interested, Elizabeth fell in love with 

and married Birger, a fellow Norwegian and went on to have Mai-Bente. Unfortunately, 

the marriage failed and family friends put Elizabeth and Neill back in touch with each 

other – they lived together in Norway for a while then returned to the UK where 

Elizabeth and Neill married and went on to have a son, Stig.  

An unexpected setback 

As a little girl, Benta loved trying on her mum’s jewellery. At 5 years old, she slipped on 

her mum’s ring and it drew their attention to a swelling in Benta’s 

finger. Doctors kept an eye on it, but not much was done about it 

for years. Then a GP referred Benta to a colleague at St. Thomas’ 

specialising in hands. Due to a rare condition (a sort of internal 

birthmark), her finger on her left hand was growing out of 

proportion and even her left arm was becoming longer than her 

right. Despite several surgeries to stop the growth, Benta’s finger 

on her left hand eventually had to be removed, which they hoped 

would solve the issue. Unfortunately, the issue just transferred to her little finger and 

even innovative interventions didn’t work and the little finger was destined to go too.  

An angel when you need one most   

Benta was 22 years old and although she was operated on by a female surgeon known 

for cosmetically sympathetic work, she would still lose part of her left hand and couldn’t 

imagine how others were going to react to her from now on.  

Benta believes that, on the night of her surgery, she met an “angel”, a nurse who was 

working in A&E who she was told to talk to. Benta made her way out of her bed,  found 

A&E and met the nurse who had lost part of her own hand in an accident. After her own 

experience, she had become a nurse specially to help patients who were suffering similar 

traumas. That night, Benta changed her mind about trying to hide her hand. They chatted 

till 4am, laughing and gesticulating like two old friends. Benta knew she just had to use 

her hand as if it had all five fingers and was no longer afraid of anyone’s reaction.  

That’s why very few people even notice. While she obviously couldn’t do 

handstands or cartwheels, she found she naturally switched hands easily  to 

do difficult tasks, such as counting money where she worked at the Building 

Society. During the years she worked with children, little ones preferred to 

hold her left hand as their little fingers could wrap safely all the way around.  
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Family Life 

Benta met Brian, her husband of 32 years, when she was 

working for the Building Society. Brian was interested in 

her story and asked her out and the rest, as they say, is 

history. They bought their home in Bells Lane and were 

married in St Michaels’s church in Horton, with Benta’s 

step-father Neill walking her down the aisle. They then had 

two daughters Elisabeth, (named for both Benta’s mother 

and Brian’s mother as well as other  ancestors) but known 

as Lisa, and Nicola, known as Niki. They still visit Norway 

and Niki is now learning the language.  

 

Benta and Brian moved  to their “forever” home in Horton in 

1986. As they tried to look beyond its tiny kitchen and bathroom 

they could see it had plenty of potential . With Brian’s building 

and Benta’s design skills they have converted it into a lovely home 

for their family. It’s a funny way to meet your new neighbours, 

but they met in the street to swap letters and parcels, which were 

often mixed up by their lovely but haphazard postman in the 

1980s. It certainly worked as a way to build a community spirit, 

maybe he did it on purpose! 

 

A Passion for 

Design 

 

 

 

Benta watched her mother working as a gifted 

seamstress but her own school needlework never 

seemed to be good enough, so it wasn’t until 30 

years later, when she was sent a beautiful 

patchwork quilt by her American stepmother, that 

her passion for sewing was re-ignited. Her real 

love is the design element and she can never resist 

a beautiful fabric.  Patchwork has become her 

personal expression of her talent.  

Benta was inspired to take up embroidery on a Welsh holiday 14 

years ago. A lady taught her how to use a sophisticated machine 

and suddenly she could see all the possibilities. Growing up with an 

unusual name meant she could never find all those little gifts and 

clothing items that other children had with their names on. Benta 

bought her first embroidery machine with savings from 

childminding and she was able to help with pre-school uniform 

logos and recently, the “Gingers” were born.   
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In Benta’s lovely cottage in Horton, her influence is everywhere, from the beautiful 

natural woods reminiscent of Scandinavia, to the comfortable sofas covered in 

beautifully designed quilts of every colour.  

 

Often found sitting among the 

baskets of craft materials is the 

loving Scratchy, a beautiful 

tortoiseshell cat who does not live 

up to her name: she is the surviving 

sister of Itchy, a pair whose names 

made sense at the time!  
 

Benta’s love of sewing is still helping the community today through “Stitch”, which she 

set up at St. Andrew’s to make sanitary products for women around the world, and more 

recently in making the “Gingerbread People” to thank our local heroes during lockdown. 

Of all the things she has created though, she is proudest of her daughters!  

Caring for the community 

When Benta left the Leeds Permanent Building Society, she turned to childminding, was 

employed at Pebbles pre-school (now Pumpkins) and later at Wraysbury School for 

thirteen  years. As the girls grew, she took on a job working with the long term 

unemployed in Slough and as a fundraiser for 

Windsor Homeless.  

Although her childhood was not particularly 

religious, Benta was confirmed with a friend at 

sixteen. She got more involved with the Church 

when her daughters were small, running Sunday 

School at St. Michael’s in Horton and now as Church 

Secretary for the Wraysbury and Horton churches.  

Now when you see her out and about, you’ll be able to recognise the lady behind the 

name (even though it’s not her real one!) – Benta, our local “angel”. 
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WRAYSBURY LADIES BADMINTON 

Are you interested in Badminton? We are a ladies 

group who meet every Thursday morning from 10am 

to 12 noon at the Wraysbury Village Hall. We are 

looking for ladies to join our group. We play for fun 

and exercise and try to make it a social morning. 

 

There are no leagues to play and beginners are most welcome. 

Please contact Kim on 01784 482395 or Pam on 01784 482545 for more details. 

Or just turn up at the Village Hall – your first game is free. 
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Wraysbury Short Mat Bowls 

We have resumed under restrictions and are still eager to welcome new members. We 

meet on Mondays and Wednesdays in the Village Hall at 1:30pm. Bowls are supplied and 

flat shoes are required to protect the mat. No experience is necessary. We are a friendly, 

non-competitive club. 

Contact Ken on 01784 483591 or just call in for a friendly welcome.  

Are you struggling to cope? 

If you need someone to talk to we will listen, we won’t 

judge and we won’t tell you what to do. 

You can call 116 123 free any time, any day or you can 

email   jo@samaritans.org 

Look on our website www.samaritans.org 

mailto:jo@samaritans.org
http://www.samaritans.org
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Wraysbury Art Society 

Wraysbury Art Group is back at the village hall on 

Monday mornings. We would be delighted to see new 

people and we are pleased to be back. Check us out at 

Wraysbury Art Society on Facebook.  

Lesley West (Secretary) 

Phone: 07930 362403 

e-mail: lesleywest125@btinternet.com 

WRAYSBURY PAROCHIAL CHARITIES 

The Wraysbury Parochial Charities is a charitable trust fund which originally dates back to 

the sixteenth century and it was created specifically to support the residents of the Parish 

of Wraysbury. 

There are nine Trustees who are responsible for the running of the charity, each of whom 

has lived in Wraysbury for many years. The Trustees meet generally every three months 

and our main purpose is to provide financial assistance to individual Wraysbury residents 

who find themselves in need of help. For example, we are able to offer financial help to 

acquire specialist equipment or improve disabled access.   

We also provide support for worthy village causes which in turn benefit Parish residents, 

and we recently provided funding support for Wraysbury Primary School to stock its 

library for the benefit of the children of the village. 

The Trustees have a broad knowledge of Wraysbury, and generally a good appreciation of 

what is happening in the village in these difficult times. 

It is nonetheless possible however, for individual deserving cases that are sometimes in 

urgent need of support, to slip through the net.  We can and do respond to urgent cases 

as the need arises. 

If you think that this might apply to you or if you know of anyone that might need our 

support, please make us aware of the circumstances by contacting our Secretary, Susan 

Chapman, whose contact details can be found in the Directory of Clubs and Organisations 

in this issue. 

Alan Buckland, Chairman 
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EMOJI QUIZ 

CAN YOU GUESS THESE LONDON TUBE STATIONS? 

1.     

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.      Answers on  page 143 
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PUZZLE CORNER – WINTER QUIZ 

By Clive Ferguson 

CHRISTMAS 

1. What are the names of Santa’s nine reindeer?  

2. Which country donates the Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square? 

3. Where did Joseph, Mary and Jesus travel to after leaving Bethlehem? 

4. What ornaments do elves have on their shoes? 

5. What is the name of Ebenezer Scrooge’s partner in A Christmas Carol? 

6. In which year was ‘Do they know it’s Christmas’ written? 

7. Which carol has the words fa-la-la-la-la-la-la-la-la? 

8. What were mince pies made with in Victorian times? 

9. If there are 365 days in a year, what number is Christmas day? 

10. When Santa got stuck up the chimney, his beard was black, his nose was 
tickling and what did he have in his sack? 

MONTHS OF THE YEAR 

1. Who sang ‘January, February’ in 1980? 

2. Who wrote Middlemarch? 

3. Who sang ‘April come she will’ in 1966? 

4. Who sang ‘The First of May’ in 1969? 

5. Who sang ‘Evening in June’ in 2003? 

6. Who starred in the film ‘Born on the 4th of July’ directed by Oliver Stone? 

7. Which novelist wrote ‘August is a wicked month’? 

8. Who sang ‘It might as well rain until September’? 

9. Who starred in the 1990 film ‘The Hunt for Red October’? 

10. Who sang ‘Sweet November rain’? 

11. Who sang ‘December 1963 (Oh what a night)’ in 1975? 

Bonus question:  What did The Kremlin send MI6 in their Christmas hamper?    

Answers on page 143 
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Along with the rest of Wraysbury, indeed the rest of the world, we look back over 
our shoulder at 2020 and see a gap, a lost year. But actually that lost year had one, 
and  possibly only one, bright spot - one significant achievement. That was the way 
the community responded to help and support each other  through volunteering, 
giving food, watching out for neighbours and all the literally  hundreds of other 
actions OUR community delivered. We should all feel proud to be part of such an 
amazing community and proud of whatever we did as individuals to help. I’m a 
great believer in “what goes around comes around” - the more we put into the 
community, the more we will get out. 

Our community website is still in its infancy and we are still open to input and 
guidance from anyone who has ideas, some time to invest and a desire to build 
something useful. I would love to engage some of the younger residents; their voice 
has as much validity and maybe more relevance than some of us oldies. The website 
could be an integral part of our community as a way of connecting people and 
getting them involved in what is happening all around us. 

As I write this, we continue to find our way in the half-light of post lockdown, none 
of us really knowing what we should or shouldn’t be doing. I am greatly aware that 
some are struggling more than others and I would urge you, if you are at your wits’ 
end, to reach  out.  Help is at hand, but we don’t always know who is in need. This 
magazine is full of groups, individuals and organisations that are very able and willing 
to help. Just ask. 

I feel very lucky to live and work in Wraysbury because we are a community. 
Community was not bestowed by RBWM, it was built by many individuals over 
many years and I invite anyone wishing to do more to step up and reap the rewards. 

Simon, The Editor, Wraysbury.com 
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MAGNA CARTA BOOK CLUB 

Magna Carta Book Club meets on the first Tuesday of the month, taking it in turns to 

meet in members’ homes. Obviously recently we’ve had to meet mostly over Zoom. We 

still have a glass of wine or a coffee and in some cases cake too (one must keep up 

standards!)  

Every month, we try to vary book genres by using suggestions from the host each time. 

We have no barriers to the types of book and thoroughly enjoy the discussion they 

provoke. There’s no obligation to read every book but we still enjoy the company. 

Here is a selection of our favourites from the books we’ve recently read: 

The Woman in the White Kimono by Ana Johns is inspired by 

true stories from a devastating and little-known era in Japanese and 

American history. A Japanese woman finds herself torn between her 

culture and her love of an American soldier. The story is uncovered by an 

American woman decades later and it makes her question everything she 

thought she knew about her father. Very well liked by all our readers.  

 

A Long Petal of the Sea by Isabel Allende follows two refugees from 

the Spanish War, whose mock marriage as they flee to Chile gradually 

deepens into real love, set against a backdrop of war and upheaval. 

Fascinating insight into the wars in both regions, a real page-turner. 

 

Good Omens by Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman was a venture into 

science fiction and fantasy. What if, for once, the predictions are right, 

and the Apocalypse really is due to arrive next Saturday, just after 

tea? That’s when an angel and a demon (who’ve been living among 

mortals and enjoy it just fine) set out to find the Antichrist and put a 

stop to things. Too bad the Antichrist was switched at birth by a 

Satanist nun. With Gaiman and Pratchett in charge of Armageddon, it’s 

bound to be a hilarious event. Mixed reviews but all agreed it was 

brilliantly written and very funny.  
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MAGNA CARTA BOOK CLUB (cont…) 

The Truths and Triumphs of Grace Atherton by Anstey Harris is the 

story of a woman who has her heart broken, but then puts it back 

together again in the most uplifting and exquisite way. Running a 

violin shop when she really should have been playing for a living, she 

finds her way to fulfil her long lost dream via a vivacious old man and 

a rebellious teenager. Beautiful insights into the world of music and 

love. Very well liked by the Book Club. 

 

The Lost Man by Jane Harper. Another great mystery novel by the 

author of The Dry, we all enjoyed this book. Very gripping and 

atmospheric, a real sense of menace partly from the characters and 

partly from the brutal Australian environment. A man is found dead 

in the shadow of a totally isolated grave with his car miles away. 

What possessed him to wander off with none  of his supplies? The 

mystery unfolds as you get deeper into family relationships and old 

resentments. 

Three Men in a Boat by Jerome K. Jerome was picked as a light, 

funny antidote to the current situation. An old favourite of many, it 

was deliciously silly and a nostalgic trip along parts of the river we 

know so well. Published in 1889, this howler is still considered 

relevant and witty even though it was written more than one 

hundred years ago. Written about a boating holiday on the 

Thames, Three Men in a Boat mentions Bell Weir Lock, Magna Carta 

Island, Wraysbury, Datchet’s Stag pub and Datchet’s Manor House 

hotel. Truly a “local” novel. 

 

Socially, we still plan to have a socially distanced Christmas dinner at The George, giving 

Secret Santa book gifts. Fingers crossed it goes ahead.  

 

Meanwhile, stay safe everyone and keep reading  
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     LIBRARY NEWS 

 

 

 

As you will have noticed the CONTAINER LIBRARY is not operating at the 

moment (this is written at the end of September) but there are many opportunities 
for readers. 

Select and Collect is operating from Windsor and Maidenhead libraries, useful if you 
visit either town. Order books online and you will be contacted when they are ready 
to collect. Maidenhead and Windsor have now opened for browsing and computer 
use (see the RBWM website for details of opening times). 

Select and Deliver is operating to Wraysbury; order books online and collect from the 
Library car – it usually parks where the container does and has balloons attached!
Again, you will be contacted when the books are ready. Typically the car will be in the 
village for half an hour, check the website for days/times.  For those with no online 
access or if you require assistance placing reservations you can contact the library on 
01753 852098 between 10am and 4pm, Monday to Friday. 

Fans of digital reading have many options – books, magazines and audio books are all 
available. Take a look at the library website for these, and more, options. 

If you are housebound you may be able to take advantage of the Home Delivery 
Service. Telephone: 01628 796969 for more information. 

The page to bookmark for up to date information is https://www.rbwm.gov.uk/
home/council-and-democracy/contact-us/coronavirus-information-and-support/
covid-19-libraries  

 

The MOBILE LIBRARY stops outside 

Champney Hall in Horton every third 
Tuesday between 1pm and 1:30pm. 
Under COVID rules library users are not 
permitted to browse books so please 
pre-request books by contacting the 
mobile library staff. 

Email: mobile.library@rbwm.gov.uk 

Phone: 01628 796968 

https://www.rbwm.gov.uk/home/council-and-democracy/contact-us/coronavirus-information-and-support/covid-19-libraries
https://www.rbwm.gov.uk/home/council-and-democracy/contact-us/coronavirus-information-and-support/covid-19-libraries
https://www.rbwm.gov.uk/home/council-and-democracy/contact-us/coronavirus-information-and-support/covid-19-libraries
mailto:mobile.library@rbwm.gov.uk
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The Perseverance 
 

“A Proper Village Pub!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cask Marque & The Good Beer Guide Accredited 
 

Freshly Prepared, Home Cooked Food Served Daily 
 

Beautiful Beer Garden with Wood Fired Pizza Oven and BBQ 
 

Beer, Cider & Gin Festivals 
 

Available for Functions and Club / Society Meetings 
 

Buskers Night 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from 8:30pm 
T’ Ukulele Tuesday Last Tuesday of the Month  

Steak Night Wednesday from 5pm 
Quiz Night Thursday from 9pm 

Live Music Every Sunday from 4pm 
 

2 High Street, 
Wraysbury, TW19 5DB 

 

01784 482375 
 

www.facebook.com/ThePercyWraysbury 
 

www.ThePercy.co.uk 
 

http://www.ThePercy.co.uk
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WRAYSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 
Like so many other clubs in the village the Horticultural society has become dormant 
since the restriction of the lockdown in March. All our trips had to be cancelled, but I am 
pleased to say that some of these have already been rescheduled for 2021. 

Whilst, at present these trips may not go ahead it does give us something to look 
forward to. My biggest worry is that our members may not have the confidence to go on 
a coach holiday to the Peak District or even on a day trip. Most of our members are in 
the vulnerable group, so when a vaccine has been developed and is readily available we 
should see a return to the trips being fully booked. If we are unable to fill a coach, the 
return fares plus the entrance fees, the coffee on arrival and lunch may make the day 
trips too expensive, but this is being pessimistic and I am generally an optimist! 

It would appear that during lockdown more people have been encouraged to take up 
gardening, certainly with the good weather. Many of the jobs I had put off in our garden 
have now been done. 

 

With this renewed interest perhaps 
we should consider re-instating the 
shows. Actually while going 
through some old paperwork I 
came across a show schedule from 
1997 when the Society celebrated 
its 100th birthday. I understand the 
early shows were held in what is 
now the Village Club. 

 

Over the years we have seen many changes, from the shows to the retail shop, the 
evening talks and now the garden visits. But the Society continues 123 years on from its 
first show; surely not many clubs can come close to this. 

Our diary dates for 2021 that have so far been confirmed are: 

May 5th:  Leonardslee gardens 

June 13th-17th:  Chatsworth House and the High Peaks. 

July 7th:   Penshurst Place - hopefully our annual picnic 

September 15th: Houghton Lodge and gardens 

Plans for 2022 are already in the pipeline, surely by then we will be back to normal. 

Incidentally if anyone has cups they won at the last shows, and if they can be found, we 
would appreciate their return sometime soon. 

So that just about sums up the last few months but please keep safe, keep well, stick by 
the rules and maybe, just maybe, 2021 will be a much better year.  
 

Ray Alletson 

Annual Show - July 2002 
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WRAYSBURY WINE AND SOCIAL CLUB 

(SECOND CORONAVIRUS EDITION) 

Best wishes to you all; stay safe, healthy and sane! 
 

And so it continues. Unfortunately the virus restrictions on numbers and rules on social 

distancing mean that our club has not been able to meet AT ALL since March 2020. No 

monthly meetings, no dances and no outings – very disappointing as we had a varied 

and enjoyable programme planned. At present it seems that we will not be able to 

begin again until sometime in 2021 but the Chairman and Committee are keeping 

abreast of the changing situation ready to restart as soon as possible. The programme 

for next year includes a Spanish night with paella, sangria and Spanish dancing; a 

Cockney night with an entertainer and a seafood bar (shrimps, cockles, mussels, 

whelks); an Egyptian belly dancer, and a variety of different speakers with subjects 

ranging from wildlife photography to a Tudor Christmas via Baby Boomer nostalgia, 

Tommy Cooper, the customs of the City of London and Death in Paradise. Fingers 

crossed that we get to see at least some of it. 

The dance planned for February 2021 with an ABBA tribute band has been postponed 

until February 2022 – this virus must be all over by then surely! 

Normally our meetings take place on the first Tuesday of each month at 8pm in the 

Village Hall; we have some excellent speakers, food and wine tastings plus our regular 

wine making competitions. There is also a busy social side with dances and outings. 

Amongst all this we still find time to keep up with our original winemaking roots; with 
competitions in January, February, June and October, including the three legs of Wine 
Maker of the Year. 

*WHY NOT JOIN THE WRAYSBURY WINE AND SOCIAL CLUB* 

 (Brewing skills NOT compulsory) 

As you can see from the above there is always something interesting at our meetings 
and you could be a part of this for only £10 a year. Just come along to the Village Hall 
on the first Tuesday of the month, before our 8pm start time and make yourself 
known to our Chairman, Ray Alletson or myself, Christine Morgan (Secretary); you will 
be most welcome.  

If you are interested in wine making we have many members willing to give you advice 
and encouragement. There are competitions throughout the year and a chance to 
become Wine Maker of the Year! 

YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A MEMBER TO ATTEND OUR DANCES! 

Just ring Sheila Wareham on 01753 841132 for tickets 

Christine Morgan (Sec) 01784 482175 or mccwnews@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:mccwnews@hotmail.co.uk
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WVWI 
Wraysbury Village Women’s Institute (Est 2018) 

THWARTED….that’s what we are! Just like so many organisations, we have been unable to 
meet over the past few months due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  We almost managed it in 
between lockdowns with a planned socially-distanced picnic in August but on that 
occasion we were hit by a storm! So has the pandemic meant that NOTHING has been 
going on with our members? Absolutely not! 

Members have been sharing stories of gardening skills over the summer, with many 
attempting to grow vegetables and flowers for the first time. Easter didn’t get past the 
WVWI as our social media pages displayed hilarious examples of Easter Bonnets and we 
still fondly remember all sitting around a huge table last year with our plain straw hats 
being adorned by the hundreds of flowers, ribbons and craft items. Then modelled with 
pride and much hilarity…possibly due to the glasses of wine being handed out! 

Wraysbury Village WI also stepped up 
to the national shortage of scrubs for 
our wonderful NHS Health Workers. 
Headed up by one of our Committee 
Members Lesley, many of us sourced 
or were given suitable material and 
patterns to make up over 100 sets of 
scrubs.  These were delivered and 
received with huge appreciation. You 

can see some impressive examples including our very own WI member and nurse, Joan, 
modelling a colourful kit as well as other extended members of the community.         
Another project underway was the knitting of purple poppies that will be sold to raise 
money for horse charities, including our local “Blue Acre Horse Rescue and Rehabilitation 
Centre” across the river from us.  Our particularly clever member Jenny, is modelling both 
the purple poppies and her Easter Bonnet – multi-tasking in action! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the meantime, your Committee is still enthusiastically planning events for when it is 
possible to get together. We are still hoping to visit Highgrove and Bletchley in 2021.  
More importantly, we want you to stay safe and don’t be shy, reach out to us for a natter! 

Nicola Harrington-Gray, PRESIDENT 

The purple poppy, also known as the “Animal Poppy”, is a 

memorial tribute remembering the service and sacrifices of 

all animals, great and small, that subsequently lost their lives 

in service; as well as honouring and recognising  

animals within the armed forces who bravely serve and work 

the frontline today. 



110 

 



111 

 

Egham Choral  

 A Traditional Choir – Founded 1953 
 
 
 
 

Egham Choral is a friendly and busy traditional choral society. There are several 
Wraysbury residents who sing in the choir across all voice parts.  
Like all arts organisations we have had a challenging few months. Singing has so far 
proved to be the most problematical pastime to return to in terms of live rehearsals 
and performances. It’s all been about the aerosol transmission of COVID-19! While 
many of us have embraced the new technology of Zoom and the online choir world, it 
is not the same as singing with your choir in a space with good acoustics, live musicians 
and surrounded by your mates!  As we approach our new performance season 
2020/21 we hope that, by the time you read this, we will have started live singing with 
all the social distancing and COVID secure rules in place. However, for members who 
cannot yet return either because they are shielding or have a family member that is 
doing so, all rehearsals will be available to members via ZOOM. The best of all worlds 
for the choir.  
We will be preparing an exciting Christmas programme that can be used outdoors for 
Carol Singing including traditional carols and Wassailing songs. Maybe there will be 
some mulled cider! 
The choir committee keep a very close eye on government updates and are fully 
supported by Making Music, our national choir organisation, regarding the pandemic 
directives. As a choir we remain flexible to change, hope for the best and try to make 
plans in financially straitened circumstances. Do keep an eye on the website 
www.eghamchoral.org for all the details of our new season’s programmes and the 
YouTube link for video performances if we cannot “sing live” with an audience.   
We are a friendly choir and still welcome new members to join us. There are no 
auditions to worry about and someone in each voice part is designated to welcome 
you and look after you through your first weeks with us. 
We rehearse on Mondays from 7:30pm to 9:30pm – broadly following school 
terms.  The rehearsal venue is the United Church of Egham (UCE), High Street, 
Egham. UCE is COVID secure with socially distanced seating, a hygiene station to use 
on entry and a strict cleaning regime between different users. It is an accessible venue 
with a ramp and wide doors. There is parking nearby which is free in the evenings.  
Contact our chairman at chairman@eghamchoral.org for more details. 
We look forward to seeing what happens in the next few months to bring a return to 
live performance in the arts and very much hope to have some concerts in 2021.  

Lynn Moran (member since 1982, proving it is a great place to sing!)  

http://www.eghamchoral.org
http://www.united-church-of-egham.org.uk/
mailto:chairman@eghamchoral.org
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Champney Hall and Recreation Ground 

In 1905 Mr J Champney bought several plots of land in Horton. A few years later he sold 

some to the village as a site for a Village Hall.  By about 1910 he and his wife decided that, 

as the village children were using the plot as a recreational area and the fundraising  to 

build the hall was progressing slowly, they would donate an extra plot of land on which 

they would build a hall. 

Until the 1970s the halls were well used by the community. Church records show dances 

were regularly held there, it served as the sports hall and dining room for the village 

school and a doctors’ and baby clinic. These closed together with the village school in 

about 1974.   Files held by Bucks Education Dept., relating to the transfer from Bucks to 

Berks County Council, indicate that the hall did not meet the education requirements at 

that time and was in need of considerable internal and external repair. 

In the 1980s village residents applied to start a number of clubs for children and young 

people in the hall.  Legislation had moved forward by then and they were required to 

obtain a Fire Officers report.  Unfortunately, the Fire Officer declared the hall a fire risk 

and instructed instant closure for public events (excluding meetings). 

In the early 1990s a management committee was formed, grants and loans were obtained 

and the hall was refurbished and improved. 

Fast forward to today and there is good demand for the halls (notwithstanding COVID-19 

restrictions).  The rear hall is used exclusively by Pumpkins pre-school and the main hall 

has been used for dance lessons, yoga, indoor bowls, birthday parties, toddler groups and 

baby showers amongst other events.  Thanks to two recent donations the accounts are 

healthy and we want to provide disabled toilets, a kitchen and a meeting room. 
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Champney Hall, Horton 

Champney Hall Management Committee are looking for new volunteer members – 

are you interested? 

We meet five or six times a year - to check the finances, ensure that all statutory 

inspections are up-to-date, to see if any repairs need doing and to discuss how we 

can improve this facility for the good of the residents. 

If you think you could help with any of these responsibilities, or could be another 

body to help us make decisions or let the occasional contractor in we would love to 

hear from you. 

Please email ChampneyHall@gmail.com or call on 07957 588277 to find out more. 

 

PS If are looking for a new job, volunteering in your community will look great on 

your CV!!! 

mailto:ChampneyHall@Gmail.com
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THE WRAYSBURY JAZZ CLUB 

Since writing the article for the summer edition, not one note of jazz music has been 

played at Wraysbury Jazz Club. That was not what we expected back then.  Of course 

we are not the only organisation to suffer from this devastating and weird situation.  I 

don’t know of any that were able to continue as many use the Village Hall which had to 

be closed.  

In July we saw a little chink of light at the end of the tunnel and we started to make 

plans.  We felt that it would be possible to start up again in October.  We had the band 

and knew that the audience would have to be limited and we could not supply our 

usual fish & chip supper but we would have music. Alas, things worsened and our plans 

had to be scrapped! 

We have now realised that there is little hope of any jazz this year. Perhaps in Spring 

2021. Some clubs have restarted but they don’t rely on live music and can function 

while socially distancing.  We will continue to monitor any changes and promise our 

members that we will bring jazz back to Wraysbury as soon as possible. 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year and hope that 2021 brings 

back the hugs. 

Rosemary Smith, Secretary 
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I am writing this report, like so many other contributors, just after the latest 

announcements on restrictions brought in due to the increase in Covid-19 infections 

across the country. We took the decision in early August to cancel all concerts until the 

New Year and with the current restrictions expected to last for 6 months until the end 

of March 2021 further cancellations will be inevitable. We have booked bands for every 

month next year but we will not be able to hold any concerts until social distancing is a 

memory or technology allows us to test everyone on arrival in the hall and get an 

answer on the spot! Unfortunately, the first band that will have to be cancelled in the 

New Year is the Glenn Rogers Experience who proved very popular when they appeared 

in the hall earlier this year. It may be possible to amend the bookings depending upon 

availability.  We have a band that is prepared to come along and play as an experiment 

when the situation permits but we need a large number in the hall to create a good 

atmosphere and prevent a financial loss. There are also concerns about catering and we 

may have to give it a ‘miss’ for the first few months! 

As it will be nearing Christmas when you are 

reading this copy of the Wraysbury News 

magazine I thought I would attach a picture of a 

past Christmas Party which shows the table 

layout taken from the stage in the Main Hall 

looking towards the Windsor Room with the 

table decorations designed by Joy. 

 

In the meantime I hope that everyone has an enjoyable Christmas and manages to stay 

safe so that they can participate in the many activities that are organised around the 

villages when the time comes to return to them.  

Frank Burry 01784-483383                           frank.burry587@btinternet.com   

WRAYSBURY COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB 
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The entry for Wraysbury History Group in the June 2020 edition of Wraysbury News 

reported on the difficulties the Group had had due to the sad deaths of Maggie 

Gardiner and Graham Morley and the ‘resurrection’ meeting we were able to have in 

March to plan for a future.   

It also looked forward to the uncertainties of the impact of Coronavirus.  

As anticipated, we were unable to have any meetings from that first meeting in 

March until the easing of restrictions in September. On the 10th September just over 

twenty people met to hear an entertaining talk by Colin Oakes on ‘Middlesex – The 

Forgotten County’. We were well organised with places booked in advance, details 

for coronavirus ‘Track and Trace’ taken and seating arranged for social distancing. To 

make sure everyone could hear, a small PA system was used.  

This talk was followed by a short formal meeting in which members approved new 

rules for the Group which are shown at the end of this article.  

Although there is still uncertainty for the future, the Group now has many paid up 

members and others who regularly attend as paying visitors. It has been agreed that 

meetings can continue under the most recent Government restrictions providing the 

same organisation is put in place as used at the September meeting.  

By the time this is published it is hoped that we will have enjoyed the following;   

October:  Dave Mayhead “Trinity House and Lighthouses” 

November:   Brigitte Mitchell “Royal Weddings at Windsor Castle”  

In the past we have had a social gathering in December but that may not happen 

this year.  We do not meet in January or February and the following talk is booked 

for March 2021.: Anthony Poulton Smith “Stupid Moments in History “  

Other talks will be booked for 2021.  

All meetings will be advertised around Wraysbury Village. If you are not on the 

Group email circulation list and would like to be added to that list or attend a 

meeting please contact Tony Kimber.  
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The Wraysbury History Group is currently managed by the following:  
 

 Tony Kimber  01784 483801 TonyKimber1@aol.com 

 Diana Hughes   01784 482729 dianajhughes@btinternet.com 

 Wendy Kessack  01784 482312 stott.kessack@gmail.com 

 Jan Willis  01784 483499 jwillis248@btinternet.com 

  
 Rules of the Wraysbury History Group (WHG). 

 
1. The Wraysbury History Group (WHG) is made up of like-minded people who are 

resident in or around the village of Wraysbury, who meet regularly to hear talks on 

Historical matters or for social activities. 

2. The WHG meets on the second Thursday of each month with the exceptions of 

January, February and August. These arrangements can only be changed by a motion 

at a quorate meeting of the Group members. A ‘quorum’ will be a minimum of 4 paid 

up members.  

3. The WHG is managed by a committee of four who organise talks and events, and 

manage the finances of the group including income from fees and other sources and 

payment of expenses accrued.  Changes to this committee or to these arrangements 

can only be made by a motion at a quorate meeting of the Group members.  

4. Members pay an annual membership fee which is determined by the Committee. 

5. Visitors are welcome at meetings and will pay a Visitor’s fee to be determined by the 

Committee.  

6. The annual accounts are to be presented to the Members by the Committee at the 

July meeting of the WHG before the August break. 

7. Changes to these rules can only be made by a motion at a quorate meeting of the 

members.  

These Rules were approved at a quorate meeting of the WHG on 10th September 2020 

mailto:dianajhughes@btinternet.com
mailto:stott.kessack@gmail.com
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The earliest sign Its replacement 

From the Archives 

Contact us at wraysbury.archive@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

There have been four Wraysbury Village Signs over the years. These are the earliest two: 

Now we need your help please: 

2020 has been an interesting year and yet 
the Archive has no record of any of the 
events that have taken place in the villages. 

There have been a number of initiatives such 
as the World Tour, Sammi the Snake, 
Rainbows, Benta’s Gingers, School 
Newsletters, food take-away service by the 
pubs and other volunteer efforts. 

Please send any photos etc. with any 
provenance to the Archive so we can 
maintain a record of the community spirit in 
the villages. 

You can email items to the Archive using the 
above address or drop things into the Village 
Hall for our attention 

Thanks in advance, Janet 

The original sign (which is in the Archive) was thought to have been first erected as part 
of the Festival of Britain in 1948 but may have actually been erected in 1951. If anyone 
knows the actual date the Archive would love to know. The replacement was erected in 
1974 and this article about it appeared in the press; 

mailto:wraysbury.archive@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Wraysbury Village Club was founded in 1884 and is located in the heart of the village. 

 

The club exists for the benefit of its members and is registered Friendly Society with 

affiliation to the Club and Institution Union (CIU). 

Non-members are always welcome and can be signed in on entry by an existing 

member. Membership application is encouraged and blank application forms can be 

obtained from the bar staff or from a member of the committee.  

You are always guaranteed a friendly welcome from the Steward and his cheerful bar 

team. The club has an extensively stocked bar, with a host of lagers, ales, ciders and 

spirits, all at fantastically low prices. 

There is a full range of free entertainment on offer, including live music, great show 

bands, tribute acts, theme nights, discos, race nights, bingo and a meat /wine raffle and 

open the box (Jackpot regularly hits £1000.00) every Sunday. 

Every Wednesday there is an open mic night where a variety of artists perform a wide 

selection of music. 

August is the famous beer and gin festival taking place over the Bank Holiday weekend. 

There are two full sized snooker tables within the club together with a separate sports 

bar which shows all major sporting events including a large screen within the main bar. 

The kitchen is open on Saturday mornings from 10:00 for breakfast and good quality 

home cooked food is available Wednesday - Friday, with daily specials. 

There is a lovely maintained garden for members and guests to enjoy, including families 

with young children. 

The club has an active management committee who are committed to ensure the club 

and its facilities are maintained to the highest standards. 

PLEASE SEE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR IMPORTANT UPDATES AND 

INFORMATION REGARDING ANY CURRENT RESTRICTIONS 
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Wraysbury Dragons  

Win at Henley 

 

With all racing cancelled for 2020 Wraysbury were unable to defend their titles from last 
year. The only competition of note since then has been the Henley Winter Series in 
November 2019. 

Every winter this series of long distance races takes place out of the Henley Eyot Centre.  
These 7.5km races start at the Centre, take you downstream under Henley Bridge, 
turning round Temple Island, before coming back upstream, under the bridge again and 
finally turning again round an island just below the lock to bring you back to the start.   

With the slowest crew going 
off first, it leads to much 
overtaking, very close contact 
and some no-holds-barred 
manoeuvres!  The most 
exciting part of the racing, 
apart from the overtaking, is 
the turns round the islands, 
These have to be executed at 
speed so getting the right 
angle is crucial: too tight 
round the island and you lose 
all momentum, too wide and 
you lose time going across the 
river.   

Having warmed-up, Wraysbury made their way behind the start line with the other 10 
crews to wait their turn to go.  As the best club team last season, we were set off second 
to last (a composite team went off last) with 30 second gaps between each boat. 

On the 'Go' we went, building up the boat speed and settling into our race pace.  Going 
downstream we overtook one crew and closed in on the hosts, Henley.  A good turn got 
us past them though, so when we’d spun round onto the back straight we had clear 
water ahead of us. 

Another three crews were vanquished as we negotiated the long upstream leg.  Stroke 
by stroke we closed the distance to the second turn, then igniting the afterburners, we 
pounded every stroke to the line. 

Once we'd got changed and bought enough from the canteen to coerce the organisers 
into announcing the results, we discovered our fate. 

Wraysbury Dragons soon after the start.  This is a far 
cry from the green, leafy landscape commonly 

associated with Henley.  Cups of tea and many layers 
of clothing are the order of the day! 



125 

 

Wraysbury finished second in 33 minutes 49 seconds, four seconds ahead of Secklow, 
with Henley in fourth on 34.54.  We'd done enough to win our category again and be 
the first club crew, which had been our target.  By the time the next race came round 
we'd be even better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As it transpired though, and in an eerie vision of what was to come in March, there 
were no other races, cancelled due to inclement weather.  Training has continued 
however, if you want to join us. 

Wraysbury Dragons Need You! 

We train out of Wraysbury Skiff & Punting Club, Runnymede Recreation Ground, off 
the A308.  New members are always welcome.  Please search online/Facebook for 
‘Wraysbury Dragons’ or ‘Wraysbury Dragon Boat club’   

Dave Sutton, Wraysbury Dragons 

Wraysbury Dragons, looking strong and holding their line as they overtake another crew 
on the approach to the second turn 

Some of the Wraysbury crew 
celebrate with their trophy, if you 

can spot it! 



126 

 



127 

 

Wraysbury Gingers 
 
I started making "Gingers" to cope with being stuck at 
home at the beginning of the COVID-19 lockdown. 

I planned to put a dozen or so in my front window, 
partly to thank the local key workers and local heroes 
and partly for the children to come and look at whilst 
on their daily walks. 

I posted a few photos on the "We're all in this 
together" local page on Facebook and got great responses - people suggested new ones 
for me to make and said they loved waking up to a new Ginger each morning! 

So, not only was I finding making these very therapeutic but they clearly helped other 
people too, so I kept finding new ones to make every day! Eventually we could see that 
lockdown would start to be relaxed and we had to come up with an exit strategy or I'd 
be making them forever!  

Some people had already suggested that they wanted to buy one or two specific Gingers 
so instead of making them “to order” we decided to auction off 48 of them to raise 
money for Wraysbury and Horton Voluntary Care that had helped so many people in so 
many ways over lockdown (continuing the good work they have done for the last thirty 
or so years but on a much larger scale!) 

They were auctioned off over several weeks and raised an astonishing total of £1506. 

The Gingers brought out the best in people: many people have experienced or seen 
negative comments on Facebook but there was honestly nothing other than positive 
feedback. People not only bid on the Gingers, but some people paid for Gingers they did 
not win. Others didn't even bid but made a donation and on several occasions, a Ginger 
was bought and gifted to another village resident. 

COVID-19 has been a shocking experience but it has shown how well our villages can 
come together!! 

Just when I thought the "Ginger Factory" could close, the 
Parish Council asked me to make a duplicate set to keep in a 
frame in the Old Baptist Church in the village ... so I started 
all over again! 

Photos of all the Gingers, how they are made, and the 
reasons why I chose these local (and national) heroes and 
key workers is all on www.WraysburyGingers.blogspot.com 

 

Benta Hickley 

http://www.wraysburygingers.blogspot.com/
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Wraysbury Drain Action Group (DRAG) 

Facebook: WRAYSBURY DRAIN (DRAG) SUPPORT GROUP  

 

What a strange year this has been for us all.  We do hope you and your loved ones are 
keeping well and safe. 

Due to the Covid-19 situation, any proposed activity to improve the Wraysbury Brook 
(Drain) has been put on hold.  We did consider undertaking some small clearing work in 
limited numbers to help local residents address blockages in the Wraysbury Brook where it 
passes through their property. However, we felt this could expose the participants to 
undue risk.  We are now seeing a second wave coming through and as a result, it will be 
the spring of 2021 before we can consider any further hands-on activity. 

Whilst this is disappointing to us all, there has been some positive movement and 
achievements in the year. 

Firstly, as reported in the June edition, RBWM now have the key to the radial weir and are 
progressing discussions for access to enable the height to be raised.  We are hopeful this 
will be completed soon.  The RBWM will then monitor the water flow and further increase 
the height as required.  Councillor David Cannon has been leading this effort, which we 
appreciate, as it is a critical element in our plan to restore water to the Brook.  Following 
this, it will be more evident where there are blockages restricting the waterflow down the 
Brook.  We will then look to have these cleared, supported by DRAG volunteers. 

The main development is confirmation that 
the Act of Parliament (Act No: 39) under 
George III 1799 and finalised as “Inclosures 
Award 1803” no longer applies to the 
upkeep of the Wraysbury Brook.  For many 
years, this legislation has been referred to 
and used as a reason for inaction locally, as 
it was insisted to be the responsibility of 
RBWM to maintain it.  Residents and 
businesses that border the Brook should 
have received a letter from RBWM (see 
right) confirming; 

“Whilst the council acknowledges the 
historic legislation relating to the 
Wraysbury Drain, the watercourse is an 
ordinary watercourse under the Land 
Drainage Act 1991 and the Flood and 
Water Flood Management Act 2010.”   
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This means that those residents and businesses are 'Riparian landowners' and have 
associated rights and responsibilities to maintain the watercourse, details of which can be 
found on the gov.uk website; 

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse#owners-your-responsibilities 

Please do not panic!  Whilst this may seem like bad news, it is actually good.  It clears up 
the position of responsibility for maintaining the Brook and the reality is that the RBWM 
will continue working with us on the waterflow.  In addition, the DRAG will work with 
residents and businesses to help clear any section, as we would have done working with 
the RBWM.  There has never been a large pot of money to undertake any major works so 
the position was, and still is, that we as a community will undertake the work and be 
supported by the RBWM in our clean-up days etc. as they have previously done.  The letter 
from the Council also confirmed “The council will also carry out works as necessary, 
including weed-spraying in priority areas, to assist riparian owners. Due to the ongoing 
Covid-19 situation the weed spraying has been rescheduled for 2021.”  Please take 
comfort in this and that the Council continue to support our community in resolving the 
issues with the Wraysbury Brook. 

If you have any questions on the Brook, or are concerned about the section on your 
property, please contact the DRAG and we will be happy to have a chat and see how we 
can be of support. The Wraysbury Brook is highlighted in red on the map for information. 

Please join our Facebook page Wraysbury Drain (DRAG) Support Group to keep up to date 
with what is happening; 

Stay safe and best wishes to you and your families. 

Garry Fitch 

On behalf of the DRAG 

 

 

 

 

http://gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse#owners-your-responsibilities
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Bharat Laxman Chudasama 

Dry Cleaner and Tailor—“ the man in the window” 

 

If you drove through the village of Wraysbury over 

the last 15 years, you couldn’t help but notice the 

“man in the window” at the Dry Cleaners. Bharat was 

there from early morning every day with his beloved 

sewing machine, providing a service to the 

community he loved. He was a warm, caring man 

with a mischievous smile who delighted in his work, 

never taking a day off sick. 

Bharat was born in Mombasa, Kenya in 1963, a handsome 

little boy who was always smiling and playful. His family 

moved to Birmingham when Bharat was 12 years old where 

his father opened a factory making fishermen’s jackets. It 

was here that he first learnt to sew, mastering the art of 

difficult seams and tailoring.  

Bharat passed away suddenly in April this year, at only 56 years old. 

Not long after arriving in Birmingham, Bharat met the love of his 

life, Dina. Theirs was a true love story, from being best friends at 

13 and 15 years old to falling in love and getting married in 1986.   

But it wasn’t always easy for the two youngsters. Initially, the 

families weren’t keen on them getting together, Dina being in 

London and Bharat’s family in the Midlands. But “mums know 

best” and luckily for them, their mothers intervened, persuading 

the families that their love was true. After four years of happy 

marriage, they had two beautiful children, Rishi and Parisha, and 

decided to move to London where Bharat worked in various 

laundries, factories and dry cleaners to support his young family. 

Bharat’s hard work eventually paid off, getting an offer to buy his 

own dry cleaning shop in Wraysbury in 2005. 
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Village Drycleaners 
Expert Alterations and Repairs 

Dry Cleaning  Shoe Repairs  Key Cutting 

 

Free Collection and Delivery Service 

2a Staines Road Wraysbury TW19 5BS 

01784 481778 / 07932 475176 

This quiet, modest man’s tailoring talent was recognised in 

the 1990’s when his boss, who had a contract with the BBC, 

decided that there was only one man for a very special job. 

He was asked to go to the Dorchester Hotel and refit the 

iconic Thriller Jacket on Michael Jackson. The red leather 

jacket was noted for its V shaped black stripes,  the angular, 

rigid shoulders protruding out over the arms and many zips. 

Bharat’s experience with fishermen’s jackets was perfect 

for the job and the result was brilliant, of course.   

As well as his family, who he adored, Bharat loved 

animals, had a passion for gardening and 

especially loved a “Chai and cigarette” while 

chatting to Richard and Julie Gomme during the  

day. Hopefully, many of you will be able to share 

a quiet moment with him on the Green in Wraysbury as the family have been 

granted permission to have a bench dedicated to him. This way he will always be 

part of our community.  The Dry Cleaners is being carried on by friends and 

family so that his legacy will live on.  
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THE WOMBLES OF WIMBLEDON?  

…NO…WRAYSBURY & HORTON!    

 

 

Once again the sun came out for our FIFTH YEAR of bi-annual Litter Picks for our villages.  
On this occasion, we linked up with the national “Keep Britain Clean” campaign who gave 
us strict guidelines to adhere to due to the current pandemic. 

Alongside some Residents’ Associations, we saw over thirty volunteers don protective 
gloves and Hi-Viz jackets, grab rubbish/recycling sacks and go to work with trusty litter 
pickers attacking key roads and areas around the villages.   

Whilst it is always disgusting to see how much litter can be collected in only a couple of 
hours, we were heartened to see that many areas are being looked after regularly by our 
residents throughout the year, undoubtedly armed with their own litter picking 
equipment. Special mention to Mark and Jackie Keynes who tirelessly ensure the grounds 
around the Village Halls are kept clean – areas that are so often abused! 

So, a huge appreciation to residents of all ages (we particularly love to see youngsters 
joining in and taking pride) as well as friends and Councillors from the parishes of 
Wraysbury, Datchet and Colnbrook joining us. It goes without saying that many of our 
regulars were unable to come along for obvious health reasons – you were absolutely 
missed but we hope to see you next time X 

Even bigger thanks go to Carly Gibbons, Nick Carter, Keith Pink and Cllr David Cannon who 
always make this venture possible and, of course, our lovely local ‘reporter’, Henry Perez, 
who made sure we appeared in the local newspapers.   

See you in Spring 2021 

Lynn Holden  
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S.D. WHITING & Co. 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

 

Specialists in all types of taxation work including Income Tax, V.A.T., 

Corporation Tax and P.A.Y.E 

 

Willing to discuss all fees before embarking on any assignments. 

 

Capable of providing the required service to all large and small businesses. 

 

76 Ouseley Road, Wraysbury Tel: 01784 483872 

57 Church Street, Staines Tel: 01784 455405 
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 MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT  

 
Ever the optimist, my article in the June edition of Wraysbury News, written in 
March as we went into lockdown..... 

"Hopefully by the time you read this we will have beaten this terrible virus and 
Wraysbury will be celebrating in its unique way.” 

Now, writing this in September, six months on and no longer in lockdown, we 
have the ‘rule of 6’, probably with us for the foreseeable future. Sadly, having 
cancelled our World’s Biggest Coffee Morning in September we found it also 
necessary to cancel our Christmas Bazaar. We are hoping we shall be able to hold 
our Spring Fair in March 2021!  

Wraysbury Macmillan has received a wonderful bequest of £10,000 from Mrs 
Jean Phipps.  I am proud to have passed this on to Macmillan Cancer Support on 
behalf of Wraysbury. 

JEAN WINIFRED PHIPPS 

Born on St.Valentines Day 1931, passed away at home on November 10th 
2019.  She was the sister of the late Norman Baxter.  He and his wife, June, were 
the 'hosts' of The George Inn in the late 60s, 70s and 80s. Jean regularly came to 
assist or manage 'The George' for Norman after the early unexpected death of 
her husband.  A few years later, with the loss of his wife June, in the mid 80s, a 
joint decision was made for Jean to move from her Lymington bungalow to 
Ouseley Road, Wraysbury.   Norman and Jean lived happily together, socialising 
with locals and often holidaying in Menorca. The last few years she spent alone, 
comfortably in the bungalow, enjoying visits from her friends, with all her 
memories around her. Feeling the satisfaction of a happy, fulfilled life with 
district nurses and Macmillan care helping her in her last few days. 

The attractive blue spruce planted in 'The George’ gardens is their tree of 
remembrance.......  it represents the end of their family line. The tree will be lit 
yearly by 'The George' in commemoration and as a celebration of Christmas for 
all the village residents to enjoy. 

Wishing you all a happy Christmas and a healthy, safe 2021. Hope to see you all 
in March at the Macmillan Spring Fair! 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Debbie Larcombe  
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Please read the letter from Hebe Wright, area fundraiser, explaining the 
importance of Jean Phipp's generous donation and how it will help 
Macmillan to support cancer patients, family and friends; support that 
is needed more than ever in these difficult times. 

Hello to all residents of Wraysbury, 

I’m Hebe, your local fundraising manager at Macmillan Cancer Support. 
We have recently received a truly incredible donation from Deborah 
Larcombe on the behalf of Jean Phipps. As Jean was a local resident of 
Wraysbury for many years we wanted to share with you all the great 
impact that her generosity will have for people living with cancer. 

Jean left Macmillan an amazing £10,000, this donation could pay for a 
Macmillan nurse for 2 months. In this time a Macmillan nurse would be 
helping people living with cancer and their families receive essential 
medical, practical and emotional support. In 2019, we reached an 
estimated 1,029,000 unique people affected by cancer through our 
Macmillan Nurses. They are experienced in providing cancer care. But 
more importantly, they are experts in listening to patients and delivering 
the right care, at the right time. They provide individually tailored support, 
giving people expert care, reliable information, and time to ask questions 
and share concerns. 

We really couldn’t provide this service without the support of incredible 
people like Jean. I know that Macmillan is well known and supported by 
your local community, so I hope you all raise a glass to Jean and applaud 
the legacy of support she has created. 

Best wishes and many thanks for all of  your years of support, 

Hebe Wright 

Regional Fundraising Manager - London 

Email: hewright@macmillan.org.uk Mobile: 07458 007750 

mailto:hewright@macmillan.org.uk
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http://www.AutocareWraysbury.co.uk
mailto:Office@AutocareWraysbury.co.uk


139 

 

Registered Charity No.: 1065060 

It has been very difficult financially for most charities due to Covid-19 but we are 

determined to carry on with our work as best we can.  There have been some 

improvements with regard to veterinary care.  All the vets we work with have 

procedures in place whereby we hand over cats and kittens without going into the 

surgery and collect them the same way. We are keeping up with essential neutering, 

vaccinations etc. and any animal in our care that needs treatment is seen promptly. 

We have a lot of people wanting to adopt and all our home visits are being done 

either virtually or, if they have side access to a garden, we can meet them personally 

maintaining social distancing but this does make the whole process much slower than 

we would like. Our foster homes have been very helpful finding ways that potential 

adopters can meet their “chosen ones” safely. We are still dealing with feral colonies 

but because they are outside we can trap safely, neuter and return them..  

Our ongoing relationships with Pets at Home 

stores and one of the Sainsburys 

supermarkets have been a huge help with 

donated food but of course we always need 

more.  Mums and kittens go through an 

enormous amount of food and we pride 

ourselves on giving them quality food to 

make sure they have the best start to life. 

For information on our charity and ways you 

can assist or donate please have a look at our website www.haws-animals.org.uk. We 

can be contacted by phone on 020 8560 5443 or by email at cats@haws-

animals.org.uk (preferred method). 

We are always in desperate need of donations whether it be financial, cat food, 

Dreamies (or other treats)  and cat litter so if you are able to help in any way, however 

small, please contact Nicola Harrington-Gray on 07902 046490. 

http://www.haws-animals.org.uk
mailto:cats@haws-animals.org.uk
mailto:cats@haws-animals.org.uk
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EMOJI QUIZ 

1. Waterloo 

2. Angel 

3. Kilburn 

4. Seven Sisters 

5. Bow Road 

6. Blackfriars 

7. Elephant & Castle 

8. Bank 

9. Clapham 

10. Cockfosters 

MONTHS OF THE YEAR 

1.  Barbara Dixon 

2.  George Eliot 

3.  Simon and Garfunkel 

4.  The Bee Gees 

5.  Van Morrison 

6.  Tom Cruise 

7.  Edna O’Brien 

8.  Carole King 

9.  Sean Connery 

10.  Earth, Wind and Fire 

11.  The Four Seasons 

Answer to bonus question:  

A mince spy!   

ANSWERS……... 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ  

1. Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Comet, Vixen, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen and Rudolph 

2. Norway, City of Oslo. Every year since 1947 

3. Egypt 

4. Bells 

5. Jacob Marley 

6. 1984 

7. Deck The Halls 

8. Shredded meat, suet and dried fruit 

9. 359 

10. Soot 
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USEFUL TRAVEL INFORMATION 

TRANSPORT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Heathrow Airport   0844 335 1801  heathrow.com 

Gatwick Airport   0344 892 0322  gatwickairport.com 

Stansted Airport   0808 169 7031  stanstedairport.com 

Luton Airport    01582 405100  london-luton.co.uk 

London City Airport   020 7646 0000   londoncityairport.com 

Public Transport Information  0871 200 2233  traveline.info 

National Rail Enquiries   03457 484950  nationalrail.co.uk 

Eurostar    03432 186186  eurostar.com 

Transport for London – TfL  0343 222 1234  tfl.gov.uk 

TfL Congestion Charge   0343 222 2222 

 

Train Times 

Please check up to date timetables on southwesternrailway.com or call 0345 6000 650 

Please note that when buses replace trains the bus stop for Wraysbury is at 

Old School Court and NOT Wraysbury Station. 

 

Bear Buses 305 

Staines to Poyle via Wraysbury & Horton 

For full timetables go to bustimes.org/operators/bear-buses  

Telephone: 0208 867 0617 

 

Courtney Bus Services 2, 10, 10S & 11  

Windsor, Datchet, Wraysbury & Horton to / from Heathrow T5 

For all Courtney Bus timetables and information go to courtneybuses.com 

Telephone: 0118 973 3486 

http://www.bustimes.org/operators/bear-buses
http://www.courtneybuses.com
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CHURCHES INFORMATION 
Church Position Name Contact 

St. Andrew’s, Wraysbury 

  

Email: Benta Hickley 
Secretary.HortonAndWraysbury 

@gmail.com 

 

 

Website: 
StAndrewsWraysbury.co.uk 

VICAR Rev. Colin Gibson 01784 481258 

PCC Secretary Benta Hickley  

Parish Secretary / Benta Hickley 

Wardens Tony Hermes 01784 391417 

Mike Miller 01784 558972 

Parish Evangelist Mike Miller 01784 558972 

Bell Ringers Roger Lewiston 07973 725682 

Choir / Organist David Gamble 07929 441994 

Annexe Bookings Lesley West 07930 362403 

Friends of St.  
Andrew’s Secretary: Mary Townend 

01784 483845 

Little Lambs Becky Webb 07843 386585 

Bereavement Support 
Co-ordinator: Vicar Colin 

01784 481258 

St. Michael’s,  

Horton 

Email: Benta Hickley 
Secretary.HortonAndWraysbury 

@gmail.com 

 

Website: 

StMichaels-Horton.org 

VICAR Rev. Colin Gibson 01784 481258 

Wardens Angela Inger 01753 685145 

Carolyn Wheeler 01753 682918 

Parish Secretary / 
Admin 

Benta Hickley  

Organist Ian Harman 0208 894 6903 

Crafty Church Benta Hickley 07986 239269 

St. Augustine’s, Datchet 

Email: Father Frank 

fjcauliffe@gmail.com 

 
Website: 
StAgustines.org.uk 

FATHER Fr. Frank 
McAuliffe 

01786 917030 / 
07444 284751 

 

Wraysbury Contacts Peter Keating 01784 483308 

Barbara Williams 01784 483503 

http://www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk
http://www.StMichaels-Horton.org
http://www.StAgustines.org.uk
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Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead (RBWM) 

01628 683800 www.RBWM.Gov.UK General Enquiries   

RBWM Out of Hours Emergencies (24 Hour Line) 01753 853517   

RBWM Borough Councillors for the Datchet, Horton & Wraysbury Ward 

Cllr.  David P. Cannon Cllr.  Ewan C.W. Larcombe Cllr.  Gary Muir 

Cllr.Cannon@RBWM.Gov.UK Cllr.Larcombe@RBWM.Gov.UK Cllr.Muir@RBWM.Gov.UK 

07976 881831 01753 544302 (None Declared) 

4 London Road 
Datchet 
SLOUGH 
Berkshire SL3 9JN 

67 Lawn Close 
Datchet 
SLOUGH 
Berkshire SL3 9LA 

26 Beaulieu Close 
Datchet 
SLOUGH 
Berkshire SL3 9DE 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Councils 

Wraysbury Parish Council (WPC) Horton Parish Council (HPC) 

www.WraysburyParishCouncil.Gov.UK www.HortonParishCouncil.Gov.UK 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, normally at 19:30 in the  
Wraysbury Village Halls, The Green, Wraysbury, 
TW19 5NA 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, normally at 19:30 in Champney Hall, 
Stanwell Road, Horton, SL3 9PA 

Chairman: 
Telephone: 

Mrs M Lenton 
01784 482001 

Chairman: 
Telephone: 

Freda Bovingdon 
01753 682063 

Parish Clerk: Jane Clemance Parish  Clerk: Benta Hickley 

Email: Info@WraysburyParishCouncil.Gov.UK Email: Clerk@HortonParishCouncil.Gov.UK 

Telephone: 01784 482613 Telephone: 01753 686600      (Home) 
07957 588277      (Parish Mobile) 

Postal 
Address: 

Clerk to Wraysbury Parish Council 
℅ Acklam 
Hill View Road 
Wraysbury 
Staines-upon-Thames 
Middlesex TW19 5EQ 

Postal  

Address: 
Clerk to Horton Parish Council 
℅ Champney Hall 
Stanwell Road 
Horton 
SLOUGH 
Berkshire SL3 9PA 

    Clerk's 
Address: 
(Personal 
Visits By 
Appointment 
Only) 

Benta Hickley 
Clerk to Horton Parish Council 
℅ 4b Bells Lane 
Horton 
SLOUGH 
Berkshire SL3 9PW 
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Organisation Name Tel. No. Website / Email 

AGE CONCERN Sec. Mrs J Elderfield 01784 482864 ageuk.org.uk 

ANGELS PRE-SCHOOL Jane DeCecco 07944 848347 angelspreschool.co.uk 
info@angelspreschool.co.uk 

ART SOCIETY Sec. Lesley West 07930 362403 lesleywest125@btinternet.com 

BADMINTON CLUB Chair:Brian Holloway 01784 482419 brian@dhholloway.co.uk 

LADIES BADMINTON CLUB Kim 
Pam 

01784 482395 
01784 482545 

  

BOWLS CLUB Sec. Fred Parsons 
Chair: Harold Hutt 

01784 481490 
  

wraysburybowlsclub.co.uk 
wraysburybowls@gmail.com 

BOWLS (SHORT MAT) Sec. Ken Keeble   kenbkeeble@tiscali.co.uk 

BRITISH DISABLED WATERSKI 
ASSOCIATION 

Heron Lake 01784 483664 bdwwa.org 
office@bdwsa.org 

CRICKET CLUB Sec. Tom Dibley 
Grounds: David 
Tooze 

07775 587633 
Pav: 01784 481134 

wraysbury.play-cricket.com 
wraysburycc@hotmail.co.uk 

DOWER’S  GYM Karen Shefras 07702 669396 dowersgym.com 
office@dowersgym.com 

DRAGON BOATS HURRICANES 
WRAYSBURY DRAGONS 

    hurricanes-dbc.com 
wraysburyskiffandpuntingclub.com 
  

FAIR (Summer) Faye Bowerman 07788 975373 Fayejb1@outlook.com 

FOOTBALL CLUB Mark Foster 07788 413030 wraysburyfc.co.uk 
info@wraysburyfc.co.uk 

GIRLGUIDING 
Rainbows, Brownies & 
Guides 

Giovanna Cochrane 07914 673278 giovanna.cochrane@btinternet.com 

HISTORY GROUP Tony Kimber 01784 483801 TonyKimber1@aol.com 

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY Pam & Ray Alletson 01784 482545 alletson@aol.com 

JAZZ CLUB Sec. Rosemary Smith 
Carole Mackie 

01784 483452 
0208 890 3324 

micro500@btinternet.com 
carole.mackie@tiscali.co.uk 
wraysburyjazzclub.com 

MAGNA CARTA BOOK CLUB Lesley West 07930 362403 lesleywest125@btinternet.com 

MEALS ON WHEELS Janet Crame 01784 483528 janet@thegardenhouse.uk.com 

NATIONAL TRUST Runnymede 01784 432891 nationaltrust.org.uk 
runnymede@nationaltrust.org.uk 

POP - IN Polly Regan 01784 481817 
07767 486023 

  

PUMPKINS PRE-SCHOOL Kellie Fairhall 07500 224115 pumpkinspreschoolwraysbury.wordpress.com 

SILVER WING SAILING CLUB Website 
General Enquiries 
Training Dept. 

  silverwingsc.co.uk 
enquiry@silverwingsc.co.uk 
principal@silverwingsc.co.uk 

 

DIRECTORY OF CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS 
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Please help keep this information up to date 

Email: wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com  

SWAN SUPPORT (Datchet) Wendy Hermon 01628 876336 
07968 868172 

swansupport.org.uk 
info@swansupport.org.uk 

SWAN SANCTUARY (Shepperton)   01932 240790 theswansanctuary.org.uk 

TENNIS CLUB Chair: Ros Nockles   clubspark.lta.org.uk/wraysburyltc 
wraysburyltc@yahoo.co.uk 

THAMES HOSPICE   01753 842121 thameshospice.org.uk 

VILLAGE CLUB & INSTITUTE Pres. Alan Shillingford 
Treas. Alan Ferguson 
Sec. Steve Lewis 
Asst. Sec. Jason Martin 

Club: 01784 
482155 
Office: 01784 
481989 

wraysburyvillageclub.com 

VILLAGE HALLS Chair: Glyn Larcombe 
For Bookings call: 
Mark & Jackie 

01784 482254 
  
07838 220386 

wraysburyvillagehalls.co.uk 

VILLAGE TRUST (250 CLUB) Marilyn Ferguson 01784 482198 wraysburyvillagetrust@btinternet.com 

WRAYSBURY WINE & SOCIAL 
CLUB (formerly Magna Carta 
Country Winemakers) 

Christine Morgan 01784 482175 mccwnews@hotmail.co.uk 

WRAYSBURY ARCHIVES Janet Pugh 01784 483803 wraysbury.archive@ 
wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

WRAYSBURY NEWS     wraysbury.magazine@gmail.com 

WRAYSBURY COUNTRY 
MUSIC CLUB 

Frank Burry 01784 483383 frank.burry587@btinternet.com 

WRAYSBURY CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE 

Mark Foster 07788 413030 wraysburychristmasfayre@gmail.com 

WRAYSBURY PAROCHIAL 
CHARITIES 

Sue Chapman 01784 483186 s.k.chapman@btinternet.com 

WRAYSBURY SCOUT GROUP Group Scout Leader: 

Doug Robinson 
Scout Leader: 

Gresham Peters 
Cub Scout Leader: 

Lucy Foster 
Beaver Scout Leader: 

Pam Morris-Hunt 
Explorer Scout Leader: 

Ben Moran 
Chair: 

Russell George 

  
07714 766894 
 

07747 765147 
 

01784 665322 
 

01753 687166 
 

07415 130816 
 

01784 481352 

wraysburyscouts@gmail.com 

WRAYSBURY PLAYERS Nigel Handyside 01932 247856 wraysburyplayers.com 

WRAYSBURY & HORTON 
VOLUNTARY CARE 

  01784 482515   
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AS AT OCTOBER 2020 

EMERGENCY CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

FLOOD WARDEN 

Dave Francis 

07957 123 029 

01784 483 053 
francisbld@hotmail.com 

Floodline  (24hr) 0345 988 1188 
www.environment-

agency.gov.uk 

P 
O 
L 
I 
C 
E 

Criminal Act 
In Progress 999   

Reporting After The Event 101 www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Vandalism 
In Progress 999   

Reporting After The Event 101 www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Social Worker Emergency Duty Service 
(24hr)(Personal / Family Problem Reaching Crisis) 01344 786 543   

Gas Leaks  (24hr) 0800 111 999   

Electricity Supply Faults (24hr) 105   

Water Leaks  (24hr) 0345 357 2407 www.affinitywater.co.uk 

Sewer & Drain Emergencies (24hr) 0800 316 9800 www.thameswater.co.uk 

BT Fault Reporting (24hr) 0800 800 151 www.bt.com/faults 

Datchet Health Centre 
Podiatrist: Jean Peters 

01753 541 268 
07767 117398 

www.datchetdoctor.co.uk 
priestess@live.co.uk 

Wraysbury Village Pharmacy 01784 482 430   

Citizen's Advice - Adviceline (Mon – Fri, 09:00 – 

17:00) 03444 111 444 www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

Emergencies & Issues Dealt With By RBWM 

Emergencies & issues such as - traffic lights not working, fallen trees, dangerous structure, missing 

manhole covers or dangerous potholes, unauthorised tree felling, anti-social noise, street lighting, 

emergency planning incidents, issues with council owned buildings, fly tipping etc. 

RBWM Out of Hours Emergencies 01753 853 517   

Noise Complaints (Out of hours) 01753 853 517   

RBWM Services Available During Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Wednesday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

09:00 – 19:00 
10:00 – 19:00 
09:00 – 17:00 

RBWM Home Page:      www.rbwm.gov.uk 
  
RBWM Report it:          www3.rbwm.gov.uk/report 

Library and Resident Services 01628 683 800 First Point of Contact for Enquiries 

Noise Complaints Via Online form   

Antisocial Behaviour 01628 683 800 (Office Hours) 

Fly Tipping RBWM 01628 683 800 (Office Hours) or Via Online form 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
http://www.affinitywater.co.uk/
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/
http://www.bt.com/faults
http://www.datchetdoctor.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/suebr/Downloads/www.rbwm.gov.uk
https://www3.rbwm.gov.uk/report
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DEFIBRILLATORS IN HORTON & WRAYSBURY 

 

There are a number of defibrillators located around Horton & Wraysbury. Please note 

that they are not necessarily available 24 hours a day. 

Location Tel. No. 

Wraysbury Dive Centre, Station Road TW19 5ND 01784 488007 

Wraysbury Village Halls, The Green TW19 5NA 01784 483240 

The Perseverance, 2 High St. TW19 5DB 01784 482375 

The George, 29 Windsor Rd. TW19 5DE 01784 482000 

Wraysbury Primary School, 18 Welley Rd. TW19 5DJ 01784 482603 

Wraysbury Post Office, 31 High St. TW19 5DA 01784 482477 

Liquid Leisure, Horton Rd. Datchet SL3 9HY 01753 542500 

Champney Hall, Stanwell Rd. Horton SL3 9PA Dial 999 for access code 

Dave Francis (Flood Warden) 07957 123029 
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