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The  Need  for  Literacy  
Teachers  report  that  very  few  students  
with  significant  cognitive  disabilities  can  
read  text  with  comprehension.  Some  
students  can  read  words,  but  they  cannot  
understand  those  words  when  they  are  
connected  in  sentences  and  paragraphs.  All  
students with  significant  cognitive 
disabilities  can  benefit  from literacy  
learning  opportunities  because  literacy  is  
an  important  life skill.  

Shared  Reading  
Shared  reading  is  an  evidence-based 
intervention  that  can  help  improve  
language,  communication,  and  interaction  
skills  while  building  understanding  of  text  
concepts.  
During  shared  reading,  adults  focus  on  
maximizing  interactions  page-by-page  
while  working  toward  helping  students  lead  
the  interaction.  

Shared  reading is  
focused  on  the  

interaction  that  occurs  
when  a  child  and adult  
explore  or read a book  

together.  

Tar  Heel  Shared  Reader  is  funded  by  the  U.S.  
Department  of  Education,  Office  of  Special  Education  

Programs  Grant  No.  H327S160005.  The v iews  expressed  
herein do  not  necessarily  represent  the  positions  or  
polices  of  the  Department  of Education.  No  official  

endorsement  by  the U.S.  Department  of E ducation  of  
any  product,  commodity,  service  or  enterprise  

mentioned  in  this  project  is  intended  or  should  be  
inferred.  

Center for Literacy 
& Disability Studies 

Department of  
Health Sciences 

University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 

http://sharedreader.org 

Questions? 
sharedreader@unc.edu 

 
Tar  Heel  Shared  Reader  |  www.sharedreader.org  |  
ã2021 Center  for  Literacy  and  Disability  Studies,  

Department  of  Allied  Health  Sciences,  UNC-Chapel  Hill  

Tar Heel 
Shared Reader 
A Stepping Up Technology 

Implementation Project 



 

  

       
    

    
    

    
       

    
      

     
    

  

 

   
      

    
    

     
     

     
    

    
      
     
    

   
 

 

    
   

      
    
     
    
     

    
    

      
    

 
 

 

    
    

       
      
      
     

    
    
    

   

    
    

 

 

Tar  Heel  Shared  Reader  

Tar Heel Shared Reader combines 
two resources: (1) a library of 
accessible, age and ability 
appropriate books in Tar Heel 
Reader, and 2) an online shared 
reading interface that supports adults 
in engaging students with significant 
cognitive disabilities more actively 
during shared reading. These books 
are aligned with grade level content 
and standards in order to improve 
and increase interactions while 
supporting improved academic 
success. 

Professional  Development  

A comprehensive set of five 
professional development modules 
provide training and examples of the 
teaching practices. Each module 
requires 30-60 minutes to complete. 
Various formats allow for flexibility in 
order to best meet scheduling and 
adult learning needs. Guides for 
administrators and coaches, as well 
as a variety of teacher resources are 
available to support learning, 
discussion, and feedback. 

http://sharedreader.org 

Instructional  Practices   
Follow  the  CAR  

Follow the CAR is an approach that 
helps adults support student 
interactions during shared reading. 
Adults Comment, Ask for or invite 
participation, and Respond to 
students in a way that will encourage 
their participation. The goal is for 
students to lead the shared reading 
interaction by making comments and 
initiations on their own. 

Putting the CROWD in  the CAR  

After students begin to make their 
own comments and connections, 
Putting the CROWD in the CAR helps 
students learn to interact with and 
respond to books in varied ways. The 
CROWD stands for five different ways 
you can ASK students to participate 
and interact during shared reading. 
They are: Completion, Recall, Open-
ended, Wh- questions and Distancing. 

For more information on these 
instructional practices go to 

http://sharedreader.org 

http://shared.tarheelreader.org  
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