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We know that in your class there are thinkers, innovators, 
entrepreneurs, campaigners and changemakers. 

TEDxYouth@Perth sparks, shares and celebrates the ideas 
important to young people across WA. This document will 
help you do that with your students, using TEDxYouth@Perth 
and their recognition of the globally-recognised TED. 

Of course, if you have your own ideas of how to do this 
we would love you to share those with us and the wider 
teaching community!

Whether you are a high school science teacher or a teacher 
in a primary setting, this pack provides practical examples 
and materials to engage your students across year levels, 
abilities and schools. 

By making TED-style talks about ideas important to them, 
your students can simultaneously enquire into a topic and 
develop critical thinking and communication skills.  

Get in touch at

youth@tedxperth.org

mailto:youth@tedxperth.org


As an experienced educator specialising in Gifted and 
Talented education for boys in Perth, Victoria gained a 
Bachelor of Arts, (Hons) degree in English Literature with 
Language and Communication, and combined this with her 
passion for education by completing a Professional Graduate 
Certificate in Education.

Victoria has developed her expertise in teaching and learning 
through a Post Graduate degree at UNSW, specialising in 
Gifted and Talented Education.

Victoria Wisker 
Director of Youth Engagement

Bek is Head of Imaginarium at Perth College, a program 
she created for all gifted girls in Western Australia. She 
was a finalist for the Australian Education Awards as Head 
of Department of the Year in 2018 and 2019 and on The 
Educator’s Hot List as an influencer reinventing the education 
landscape in Australia over the past two years.  
The Imaginarium has been recognised on the Innovative 
Schools List two years in succession.

Bek has two Masters degrees and will complete her doctorate 
in 2020, which explores the intercultural communication 
competences students acquire through global, collaborative 
projects through Web 2.0 technologies.

Bek Duyckers 
Youth Engagement Manager

Marilyn’s role as Head of Academic Excellence allows her 
to focus on educating and motivating students to develop 
problem solving, critical thinking, innovation and creative skills 
through integrated enquiry-based learning projects.  
She coordinates and runs the Gifted and Talented program, 
STE[A]M projects and promotes the idea of global citizenship. 

She has taught at both secondary and tertiary levels, worked 
in teacher development programs, co-authored a series of 
middle school text books linking Maths and Culture and a 
number of research papers on various aspects of student 
engagement and learning. 

Marilyn Schmidt 
Youth Engagement Manager

Meet our Youth Engagement Team 
Our Youth Engagement Team are all professional teachers 
who generously volunteer their professional expertise. 



Greta Thunberg speaking at  

TEDxStockholm November 2018

TEDxYouth@Perth sparks and celebrates ideas important 
to the young people of WA. Being part of TEDxYouth@
Perth centres young people in the TED international 
community, dedicated to great ideas and robust thinking.  

Through partner schools, we help curious and engaged 
students gain presentation literacy skills, critical thinking 
skills and amplify their voice in a rapidly-changing world. 

Brand new for 2020, TEDxYouth@Perth is a half-day, 
affordable, TED-style event aimed at young people aged 
14 to 21 at the State Theatre Centre of WA on 14 March.  
It will be live-streamed for free so that every young 
person in WA can be part of the global TED community.  

What is TED?

TED is a non-profit devoted to spreading ideas.  
Every year TED licences more than 3,000 
independent volunteer groups from all over the world 
to run their own TED-style events. TED talks have 
been watched more than a billion times.

What is TEDxPerth?

We are a nonprofit driven by a team of professionals, 
all volunteers, deeply committed to spreading the 
best ideas in our community to the widest possible 
audience. 

We run events, including the hugely popular, annual, 
day-long event at Perth Concert Hall and smaller, 
shorter Salon events. Like TED, our talks are online 
and have been viewed over 8 million times.



How to experience TEDxYouth@Perth
There are three ways you can get your students participating.

Host in your school a simultaneous, free livestream 
viewing of TEDxYouth@Perth on Saturday 14 March 2019

The livestream is at tedxperth.org, starting by 12.45pm

1 – 2.10pm Session 1 
3 – 3.50pm Session 2 
4.40 – 5.30pm Session 3

The two breaks are also a great opportunity for further 
discussion and snacks!

Delay the free livestream at tedxperth.org and 
experience TEDxYouth@Perth at times that suit you and 
your students.

With time at a premium you can select which parts of 
TEDxYouth@Perth to watch.

Your students, like every young person in the world, are 
welcome to watch the livestream wherever they are.

 

Attend TEDxYouth@Perth on Saturday 14 March at the 
State Theatre Centre of WA.

Schools may purchase up to 2 school ticket packs of 
10 tickets each, each pack giving one free ticket for an 
accompanying adult.

Find out more at tedxperth.org/tedxyouth

http://www.tedxperth.org
http://www.tedxperth.org
http://www.tedxperth.org/tedxyouth


What is a TED talk? 
There’s an idea worth spreading  Every talk is about an 
idea of interest to a wide audience. What don’t the audience 
know? Or if they already know it, how is the speaker presenting 
something familiar with a fresh perspective?

They’re short  Talks are no longer than 18 minutes and many 
of the best ones are much shorter.

They’re engaging  The speaker connects to their audience by 
communicating with the head and the heart.

There are no notes  Talks may look spontaneous because 
speakers have no notes and no lectern. In reality, talks are 
scripted and highly rehearsed.

They’re concise  Everything inessential is removed.  
Less is more.

What isn’t a TED talk? 
TED has strict rules to ensure every talk adds to the  
global good:

No party politics  Good ideas can have a political aspect, but 
there’s no place for campaigning. 

No religious proselytizing  Beliefs can be legitimate, but a 
TED talk is not an opportunity to evangelise for them. 

Only good science  Testable, peer-reviewed, credible science 
is a cornerstone of TED. Pseudoscience is not allowed.

No selling  Speakers share their ideas generously and freely. 
A TED talk is not an advert.

Kai Lovel speaking at 

TEDxPerth November 2018, Perth Concert Hall



Classroom Ideas and  
Discussion Starters 
Get ready for students to: 

• Identify the elements of a great idea

• Think critically about ideas they’re exposed to online and 
in real life

• Research, develop, and craft their ideas into compelling, 
spoken narratives: TED-style talks

• Give and receive meaningful feedback on each other’s 
presented ideas

• Use visuals, camera, lighting and sound to record and 
share their ideas effectively

 



Thinking skills

Graphic organisers can support student thinking and expand 
their understanding. Consider how you might use graphic 
organisers with your students.  

• Cause - Effect - Consequence 

• SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
Threats)

• PMI chart (Plus, Minus, Interesting Ideas)

• Mind mapping ideas (showing connections and 
interrelationships)

Creative challenge: Consider how you might use these thinking 
maps visually instead of a worksheet

Cultures of Thinking 

Use Ron Ritchard’s Visible Thinking Routines to foster higher 
order thinking in line with TEDxYouth@Perth talk topics. Visible 
Thinking is a flexible approach to integrating the teaching and 
development of thinking with your content and curriculum. 
There are three ways to get started using Visible Thinking:

• Start with Routines

• Start by exploring Ideals

• Start by focusing on Documentation

Genius Hour Projects

Students develop questions they are curious about and create 
independent Genius Hour Projects.

Genius hour is a movement that allows students to explore 
their own passions and encourages creativity in the classroom. 
It provides students a choice in what they learn during a set 
period of time during school.  

Click to find out more about 
Thinking Skills

Click to find out more about 
Cultures of Thinking

Click to find out more about 
Genius Hour Projects

http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/02_GettingStarted/02b_StartingWithRoutines.html
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/02_GettingStarted/02c_StartingWithAnIdeal.html
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/02_GettingStarted/02d_StartingDoc.html
http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/graphic-organizers
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/02_GettingStarted/02a_GettingStarted.html
https://geniushour.com/what-is-genius-hour/


Problem-based Learning 

Use TEDxYouth@Perth talks and compare these to explore 
ideas for student-centred, hands-on and active learning 
focused on the investigation, devising possible solutions to 
messy, real world problems. 

Design Thinking 

Design Thinking is a design methodology that provides a 
solution-based approach to solving problems. It’s extremely 
useful in tackling complex problems that are ill-defined or 
unknown, by understanding the human needs involved, by re-
framing the problem in human-centric ways, by creating many 
ideas in brainstorming sessions, and by adopting a hands-on 
approach in prototyping and testing. 

Understanding the five stages of Design Thinking will empower 
anyone to apply the Design Thinking methods to solve complex 
problems that occur around us – in our companies, in our 
countries, and even on the scale of our planet.

Investigations

Investigate solutions to local problems that are already occur-
ring in other communities around the globe, considering how 
they could be adapted and implemented in our local context. 

Developing Global Citizenship for a Sustainable Future 

Identify a theme relevant to a TEDxYouth@Perth talk and link it 
with one of the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

Write a pledge in line with this Goal to create a positive 
difference in your local community working towards 2030. 
Devise an action plan to raise awareness, promote active 
participation and establish an ongoing commitment to 
sustainability. 

How will you share your new knowledge and proposed solution 
to make a difference? How will you know you are making a 
difference? How will you grow and sustain this? 

Click to find out more about 
Problem-based Learning

Click to find out more about 
Design Thinking

Click to find out more about  
UN Sustainable  
Development Goals

https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/problem-based-learning-and-project-based-learning  
https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/article/5-stages-in-the-design-thinking-process
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030.html


Entrepreneurship 

Using the Design Thinking Process, create a small start-up 
business … that could generate a profit. 

Philosophical Thinking 

Developing communication skills through philosophical 
discussions. Register to receive resources to challenge minds 
and promote critical and creative thinking. 

Edward de Bono’s Six Thinking Hats

Using DeBono’s Six Thinking Hats encourages deeper 
questioning:

• Discuss without emotions or egos making bad decisions

• Avoid the easy but mediocre decisions by knowing how to 
dig deeper

• Make creative solutions the norm

• Maximize and organize each person’s thoughts and ideas

• Get to the right solution quickly and with a shared vision

Williams Model of Questioning

This model provides ideas about how to infuse a program with 
challenge for gifted students. It has three dimensions:

Dimension 1: This consists of subjects that make up the school 
curriculum. The K–12 content is the vehicle for students to think 
and feel about.

Dimension 2: This comprises 18 strategies to be used by the 
teacher to develop student thinking and creativity.

Dimension 3: This consists of eight student processes that 
have been shown empirically to be involved in creative 
thinking.

Click to find out more about  
Philosophical Thinking

Click to find out more about  
Edward de Bono’s  
Six Thinking Hats

Click to find out more about 
the Williams Model  
of Questioning

https://www.thephilosophyman.com
http://www.debonothinkingsystems.com/tools/6hats.htm
https://education.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/257962/Gifted-and-Talented-Education-policy_Appendix-10_Williams-model_EDOC2016-7114.pdf


Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Higher order thinking question stems.

To teach higher order thinking skills, according to Bloom’s 
Taxonomy, here are some questions to get you started…

Remembering

• What happened after...?

• Where is...?

• Can you list...?

• Why did...?

• Who was it that...?

• How did...?

Understanding

• What would be an example of...?

• What is meant by...?

• Can you explain in your own words...?

• What is the main idea of...?

• Please explain why...

• What ideas or facts show...?

Evaluating

• What is the most important...?

• What are the strengths and weaknesses of...?

• Do you agree or disagree with...? Why?

• If you could change one thing about this, what 
would it be...?

• What do you think about...?

• How would you select...?



Analysing

• Why would someone else think that...[this happened 
like that]?

• How does x compare with y ...?

• What are some of the problems with...?

• What is the relationship between x and y...?

• What would you say to a person who said...?

• What caused...?

Applying

• Where else would you see...?

• How would you use...?

• Can you give a set of instructions about...?

• What would you do if...?

• What questions would you ask...?

• How would you solve...?

Creating

• How many ways can you...?

• How would you adapt [this idea] to create a different one?

• How would you find out...?

• Can you propose an alternative...?

• Can you see a possible solution to...?

• How would you improve...?



All the links 

Thinking Skills

http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/graphic-
organizers

Cultures of Thinking

http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/02_
GettingStarted/02a_GettingStarted.html

Genius Hour Projects

https://geniushour.com/what-is-genius-hour/

Problem-based Learning

https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/problem-based-
learning-and-project-based-learning

Design Thinking

https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/article/5-stages-in-
the-design-thinking-process

UN Sustainable Development Goals

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/
envision2030.html

Philosophical Thinking

https://www.thephilosophyman.com

Edward de Bono’s Six Thinking Hats

http://www.debonothinkingsystems.com/tools/6hats.htm

The Williams Model of Questioning

https://education.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/257962/
Gifted-and-Talented-Education-policy_Appendix-10_Williams-
model_EDOC2016-7114.pdf

http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/graphic-organizers
http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/graphic-organizers
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/02_GettingStarted/02a_GettingStarted.html
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/02_GettingStarted/02a_GettingStarted.html
https://geniushour.com/what-is-genius-hour/ 
https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/problem-based-learning-and-project-based-learning
https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/problem-based-learning-and-project-based-learning
https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/article/5-stages-in-the-design-thinking-process
https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/article/5-stages-in-the-design-thinking-process
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030.html
https://www.thephilosophyman.com
http://www.debonothinkingsystems.com/tools/6hats.htm
https://education.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/257962/Gifted-and-Talented-Education-policy_Appendix-10_Williams-model_EDOC2016-7114.pdf
https://education.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/257962/Gifted-and-Talented-Education-policy_Appendix-10_Williams-model_EDOC2016-7114.pdf
https://education.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/257962/Gifted-and-Talented-Education-policy_Appendix-10_Williams-model_EDOC2016-7114.pdf


How is TEDxYouth@Perth led by 
young people?

The TEDxPerth Youth Panel consists of 
seven young people aged 15 to 22 – you 
can read about them at tedxperth.org/
our-team. The Panel advises all parts 
of the organisation on every aspect of 
TEDxYouth@Perth. Our Curation Team 
includes five Youth Curators and many of 
our volunteers are under 25. 

Is using TEDxYouth@Perth in my 
school completely free? 

Yes! The livestream and the professional 
support materials are provided 
completely free. Register your interest at 
tedxperth.org/TEDxYouth.

Are there any restrictions on using 
TEDxYouth@Perth in the classroom? 

No! You know your students best. Our 
talks and support materials are a catalyst 
for the enthusiasm and creativity of you 
and your students. 

Can I get involved personally? 

Yes! TEDxPerth is a core team of about 
50 volunteers. For specific events we 
welcome day-volunteers who swell 
our team to nearer 150. Register your 
interest in being a volunteer at  
tedxperth.org/get-involved-tedxperth

I know an organisation that would like 
to support TEDxYouth@Perth

That’s great! We love working with 
organisations that share our values. 
Contact our Partnerships Team on 
partnerships@tedxperth.org and we’ll be 
in touch.

What will it cost to attend at the State 
Theatre Centre?

Ticket prices are set as low as possible 
for young people. TEDxPerth is a 
nonprofit and entirely run by unpaid 
volunteers. Some services must be 
paid for, and the ticket price represents 
what sponsorship doesn’t cover. We 
are grateful to Curtin University and our 
other partners who have invested in 
TEDxYouth@Perth.

What about Child Protection?

All interaction with young people is 
governed by our Child Protection Policy. 
Volunteers with access to under 18s 
are all Working With Children checked. 
Detailed information is available at 
tedxperth.org/tedxyouth for parents 
to help them decide about their child 
attending.

 

https://www.tedxperth.org/our-team
https://www.tedxperth.org/our-team
https://www.tedxperth.org/our-team
https://www.tedxperth.org/get-involved-tedxperth
https://www.tedxperth.org/get-involved-tedxperth
mailto:partnerships%40tedxperth.org?subject=
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4fbuynppu2v296y/TEDxPerth%20CPP-2.pdf?dl=1
http://www.tedxperth.org/tedxyouth




tedxperth.org

ABN 74 909 702 485

PO Box 3111, Nedlands WA 6009

mailto:https://www.tedxperth.org?subject=

