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I
n spite of numerous eco-
nomic development pro-
grammes (a.k.a roadmaps) 
launched by successive 
administrations since Ni-

geria’s return to civil rule in 
1999, the country continues to 
totter on the edge of economic 
precipice, with citizens hardly 
feeling the impact of these 
programmes.

Our research shows that 
there is indeed hardly any sec-
tor of the Nigerian economy 
where one roadmap or the 
other has not been developed 
or launched since 1999, all 
geared towards making the 
economy more competitive, 
ensuring internal food suf-
ficiency, minimising import 
dependency, alleviating pov-
erty and guaranteeing better 
livelihood for the country’s 
teeming population. This is 
besides numerous others that 
had been launched in the 38 
years before 1999.

Some of these roadmaps 
launched in Nigeria since 1999 
include Nigeria Vision 2020 
(NV2020), which aimed to, by 
2020, make Nigeria one of the 
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20 largest economies in the 
world, “able to consolidate its 
leadership role in Africa and 
establish itself as a significant 
player in the global economic 
and political arena”; National 
Economic Empowerment 
and Development Strategy 
(NEEDS), which birthed States 
Economic Empowerment 
and Development Strategy 
(SEEDS) and Local Economic 
Empowerment and Develop-
ment Strategy (LEEDS); Nigeria 
Power Sector

Reform Roadmap; and Na-
tional Poverty Eradication 
Policy (NAPEP).

Others are National Indus-
trial Revolution Plan (NIRP), 
National Enterprise Develop-
ment Programme (NEDEP), 
Nigerian Gas Master Plan, 
Roadmap for the Development 
of Solid Minerals and Metals 
Sector, Nigeria Water Sector 
Roadmap, President Uma-
ru Musa Yar’Adua’s 7-Point 
Agenda, President Goodluck 
Jonathan’s Transformation 
Agenda, several policies on 
rice, among others.

D espite thes e s everal 

roadmaps, however, Nigeria’s 
economy has continued to be 
in the doldrums, recently slid-

ing into recession. Electricity 
generation and supply remain 
abysmal, no industrialisation 

has taken place, majority live 
under the yoke of poverty, un-
employment is on the increase 

even as companies continue to 
lay off staff, the country relies 

...As experts worry over government’s unpreparedness 

T
he recent earth 
tremors,  f lo o ds 
and life-threat-
ening erosions in 
some parts of the 

country may be signs of an 
impending full-fledged earth-
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quake, experts have said.
The experts are also wor-

ried that the Nigerian Geologi-
cal Survey Agency (NGSA), 
National Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (NEMA) and 
other relevant government 
agencies with responsibility 
to minimise the impact appear 
inadequately prepared for 

such catastrophic eventuality.
S o m e  N i g e r i a n s  w h o 

spoke to BDSUNDAY are 
also worried that unlike 
what obtains in other climes 
where emergency manage-
ment agencies are equipped 
to adequately respond to 
disasters, recent cases show 
that Nigeria is ill-prepared, 

often reactive rather than 
proactive.

Recall that Kwoi, head-
quarters of Jaba Local Govern-
ment Area of Kaduna State, 
and its environs recently 
experienced two incidents of 
earth tremor, forcing many 
residents of the area to aban-
don their homes and flee for 

safety.
Nigeria has also in recent 

years been faced with flood 
disasters, resulting in loss of 
lives and property running 
into billions of naira.

Speaking in Ibadan, the 
Oyo State capital, after the Ka-
duna double earth tremor, the 
Nigerian Association of Wa-

ter-Well Drilling Rig Owners 
and Practitioners (AWDROP), 
said there were indications 
of an impending damaging 
earthquake in the next four 
years if government failed to 
partner relevant agencies to 
stop indiscriminate drilling 
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on importation for even its 
most basic needs, the local 
currency, naira, has been on 
a freefall, inflation is at an all-
time high, and hunger ravages 
the land. Food sufficiency, a 
fundamental target of all the 
agricultural policies over time, 
continues to elude Nigeria as 
the country remains a net 
importer of food.

Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa, 
a renowned industrialist, 
international consultant and 
a former president/CEO of 
Neimeth International Phar-
maceutical Plc, told BDSUN-
DAY in a recent interview 
that these roadmaps would 
continue to fail to achieve 
their objectives until policy-
makers realise the need for 
policy adoption.

“There are issues with 
roadmaps. They haven’t yield-
ed much fruit because, first, 
most of the roadmaps are not 
well thought through. Second, 
they are not well adopted ... 
[When] you design a policy as 
a policymaker, you must get 
the stakeholders, those that 
your policy will affect, to test 
the policy, to adopt it. That’s a 
critical thing for its execution. 
Most of Nigeria’s policies come 
from policy articulation to 
implementation. They miss 
the adoption strategy, and 
that’s why people resist it, 
fight it, because they don’t 
understand where this policy 
will take them to, its benefit,” 
said Ohuabunwa.

“The third factor is the 
selfishness of policymakers 
and policy implementers. 
Some ask what is in it for 
them otherwise they don’t 
implement; some implement 
it selfishly and selectively to 
benefit them and their own 
areas. The fourth issue is in-
adequate resources. Policies 
and programmes are well 
advertised, sometimes well 
written, but the resources 
to implement these policies 
are not provided, so it just 
becomes policy on paper and 
after a few years it fails. The 
fifth problem is inconsistency, 
the issue of lack of continuity; 
in fact, that has been a major 
challenge for the Nigerian 
policy space. Policies are made 
and dethroned or abandoned 
just because one minister has 
left a seat, one director has 
been redeployed, one state 
governor has left, one politi-
cal party has gone, and so on,” 
he said.

 Moving in circles
In his 2,942-word inaugu-

ral speech on May 29, 1999, 
President Olusegun Obasanjo 
excited Nigerians with hopes 

of a glorious future with his 
vision to fix the country’s pe-
rennial power supply and to 
wage war against corruption, 
as contained in his economic 
development roadmap. 

Subsequently, two anti-
graft agencies – Independent 
Corrupt Practices and other 
related offences Commission 
(ICPC) and the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) – were set up in 2000 
and 2003, respectively, to fight 
corruption, seen by many as 
the bane of Nigeria’s economic 
development. Obasanjo also 
launched NEEDS, Nigeria 
Power Sector Reform Road-
map, National Poverty Eradi-
cation Policy (NAPEP), among 
others.

“Hopes were high; every-
one expected the best gov-
ernance. There was sudden 
quest for equality, openness, 
justice, etc. The choice of 
ministers was excellent, with 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala as fi-
nance minister, Frank Nweke 
Jr. as information minister, 
Nasir el-Rufai as FCT minister, 
among other notable Nigeri-
ans,” said Sylvan Olisa Ebig-
wei, a chieftain of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP).

“But sadly, nothing much 
came out Obasanjo’s govern-
ment for ordinary Nigerians, 
except the GSM,” he said.

On his part, President 
Yar ’Adua launche d the 
7-Point Agenda encompass-
ing power and energy, food 
security, wealth creation, 
transport sector, land reforms, 
security, and education.

“The emphasis under the 
late president was on the 
development of modern tech-
nology, research, financial 
injection into research, pro-
duction and development 
of agricultural inputs that 
will lead to a five- to ten-fold 
increase in yields and pro-
duction. This was supposed 

to result in massive domes-
tic and commercial output 
and technological knowledge 
transfer to farmers,” said John 
Orewhere, head, Department 
of Mass Communication, Au-
chi Polytechnic, Edo State.

On February 13, 2008, the 
Yar’Adua government ap-
proved The Nigerian Gas Mas-
ter Plan, which was to serve 
as a guide for the commercial 
exploitation and manage-
ment of Nigeria’s gas sector. 
It represented the concretisa-
tion of Nigeria’s resolve to 
become a major international 
player in the international gas 
market as well as to lay a solid 
framework gas infrastructure 
expansion within the domes-
tic market. Its objective was to 
grow the Nigerian economy 
with gas by pursuing three 
key strategies: Stimulate the 
multiplier effect of gas in the 
domestic economy; position 
Nigeria competitively in high 
value export markets; and 
guarantee the country’s long-
term energy security.

Als o in his inaugural 
speech, President Jonathan 
pledged to bring an end to 
the unending darkness that 
Nigerians had experienced 
over the decades. He promised 
to focus on macroeconomic 
framework and set economic 
direction; public expenditure 
management; justice and 
judiciary; legislature; human 
capital development; educa-
tion priority policies; devel-
opment of the health sector; 
agriculture and food security; 
infrastructure policies, among 
others.

Subsequently, President 
Jonathan launched the Trans-
formation Agenda which 
was eventually adopted and 
internalised by different min-
istries as a framework for the 
development of sectors under 
their jurisdiction. Prominent 
among them was the Agricul-

ture Transformation Agenda 
launched by Akinwumni 
Adesina, the then minister of 
agriculture and rural devel-
opment. Though there were 
criticisms against the ATA, 
many experts and Nigerians 
believe it had positive impact 
on the economy.

In September 2014, Abike 
Dabiri-Erewa, the then chair-
man of the House of Rep-
resentatives Committee on 
Diaspora, had described Presi-
dent Jonathan’s Transforma-
tion Agenda as a “roadmap 
to nowhere”, calling for the 
entrenchment of quality lead-
ership in the country with a 
view to addressing lingering 
economic woes.

“ Th e  Tra n s form ati on 
Agenda of President Goodluck 
Jonathan’s government looks 
more like a labyrinth leading 
to a cul-de-sac,” Dabiri-Erewa 
said, adding that the agenda 
had not stopped the percep-
tion of Nigeria as a country 
consuming what she does not 
produce.

Also to Jonathan’s credit 
was the launch of Nigeria 
Power Sector Reform Road-
map 2010, Roadmap for the 
Development of Solid Miner-
als and Metals Sector 2012, 
National Industrial Revolu-
tion Plan (NIRP) 2014, Nation-
al Enterprise Development 
Programme (NEDEP) 2014, 
among others. But the most 
critical of these programmes 
was the power sector road-
map which was believed to 
have the capacity to unleash 
quantum industrial activities 
in the country.

 Nigeria Power Sector 
Reform Roadmap

 In 2005, the Obasanjo 
administration enacted the 
Electric Power Sector Reform 
Act (EPSRA), which paved 
the way for the unbundling 
of the National Electricity 
Power Authority (NEPA) into 

successor companies, with 
Power Holding Company of 
Nigeria (PHCN) as the holding 
company.

The power sector reform 
under the Obasanjo admin-
istration, according to the 
report of a probe conducted 
by the National Assembly 
in 2008, gulped $16 billion 
of taxpayers’ money but still 
left the country groping in 
the dark. Small businesses 
collapsed, big businesses who 
could afford it relocated to 
other countries within the 
West Africa sub-region while 
others simply closed shop.

‘Power and energy’ was 
a cardinal point in President 
Yar’Adua’s “Seven-Point 
Agenda” launched in 2007. 
The late president had ex-
plained that developing an 
adequate power supply so as 
to ensure Nigeria’s ability to 
grow into a modern economy 
by the year 2015 was top in 
his agenda.

However, development of 
the power sector was stalled 
until Jonathan came to power 
in 2010.

In August 2010, President 
Jonathan, who had chosen 
power as one of his cardinal 
programmes, acting on the 
report of the Presidential 
Task Force on Power and the 
Presidential Action Commit-
tee on Power, fully launched 
the Nigeria Power Sector 
Reform Roadmap. He prom-
ised uninterrupted electricity 
supply by 2012, the time the 
reforms were envisaged to 
have achieved the projected 
transformation.

The implementation of 
the roadmap saw the hand-
ing over the PHCN successor 
companies (generation and 
distribution) to private opera-
tors, with government hold-
ing on to transmission. At the 
time the Jonathan adminis-
tration concluded the hando-

ver of the N480 billion assets 
of the defunct PHCN to the 
new investors on November 1, 
2013, Vice President Namadi 
Sambo, who served as chair-
man of the National Council 
on Privatisation, had assured 
Nigerians that privatisation 
of the power sector would 
improve electricity supply.

Three years after priva-
tisation, and despite over 
$30 billion invested in the 
sector in the past 16 years, 
Nigerians are yet to see any 
improvement as both homes 
and businesses continue to 
generate their own power 
even in an era of increased 
electricity tariff.

 A failed roadmap
Victor Adeleke, an energy 

analyst, said the power sec-
tor roadmap under Jonathan 
derailed, blaming the past 
and present government for 
failing to create an enabling 
environment for the power 
generated by the state-owned 
IPPs, like that of Lagos State, 
to be transmitted to the end-
users.

“The gospel truth is that 
the highly celebrated road-
map for power sector reform 
under Goodluck Jonathan has 
simply missed road, but can 
and should be redirected by 
the Buhari-led government. 
The roadmap was an indi-
cation that Nigeria’s power 
sector reform is fraught with 
difficult roadblocks but none 
is more daunting than the fact 
that the policy implementa-
tion veered off by failing to 
steer the original direction of 
the roadmap,” he said.

Adeleke noted that the 
first main detour was at the 
juncture where major public 
electricity assets under the 
privatisation exercise were 
sold off at ridiculously below-
the-market prices to a retinue 
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Stop inflicting pains on the people, 
Imo elders in UK tell Okorocha

T
h e  P r e s i -
dent of Imo 
Union in the 
United King-
dom, Adolph 

Agbasonu has called 
on Governor Rochas 
Okorocha to tread with 
caution in inflicting 
hardship on the people 
of the state.

Agbasonu said this 
in a statement in Lon-
don which was made 
available to   BDSUN-
DAY in Owerri. He con-
demned the rapidity 
with which people’s 
property and invest-
m e n t s  w e re  b e i n g 
destroyed under the 
developmental pro-
gramme of Governor 
Okorocha.

He noted that some 
of their members, who 
visited Imo State re-
cently denounced the 
rate of destruction of 
Owerri master plan by 
the present adminis-
tration as callous and 
unprecedented. 

vention which stipu-
lates that work days 
for civil servants were 
Mondays through Fri-
days.

 He described as out-
rageous any provoca-

tive situation where 
civil servants were 
forced to go to farm on 
official work days, add-
ing that the measure 
was a further ploy by 
the governor to further 
cut the workers’ wages 
which was reduced by 
30percent.

T h e  U n i o n  a l s o , 
stated that the situa-
tion, where pensioners 
were owed up to 40 
to 70 months arrears, 
and gratuities were not 
paid or talked of was 
the height of wicked-
ness on the part of any 
leader.  

He said: “If it were in 
developed climes, such 
a leader should have 
resigned honourably 
knowing fully well 
that he has failed and 
his system has col-
lapsed”.

 “I call on the gover-
nor to stay action on his 
proposed relocation of 
Owerri Main Market 
popularly known as 
Eke-Ukwu-Owerri be-
cause the market has 

The President regret-
ted that all the roads in 
the state have remained 
impassable, while the 
beautiful ones con-
structed by the previ-
ous governments were 
destroyed and replaced 
with sub-standard ones.

According to him, 
“all the legacies left be-
hind in Imo right from 
Ndubisi Kanu’s admin-
istration had been de-
stroyed and replaced 
with non-viable or non-
profitable projects and 
the worrisome aspect 
of it was that none of 
them yields any income 
nor could employ mil-
lions of jobless people 
roaming the streets of 
the state.”

Agbasonu also con-
demned the Imo State 
Government policy of 
directing civil servants 
to go to the farms on 
Thursdays and Fridays 
whereas real farmers   
in the rural areas had 
not been provided with 
any farm implements 
such as fertilizers, agro 

feeds, tractors, hoes, 
machetes and even 
farmlands.

The Imo Union of 
Elders had called on 
Okorocha to toe the line 
of international con-

SABY ELEMBA, Owerri remained the age long 
known identity of Ow-
erri people. It is absurd 
to deny the people of 
Owerri their inalien-
able right by relocating 
their market to another 
local government area. 
I suggest that the gover-
nor should either con-
struct a fence round the 
market with barbed 
wires and metals as it 
was done in some cit-
ies like Lagos, Calabar 
and what have you”, he 
added.

 Agbasonu however, 
commended the gov-
ernor for rescinding 
the suspension of some 
traditional rulers in 
the state who were se-
lected/elected by their 
people, arguing that the 
deposition of tradition-
al rulers lied squarely 
with their people.

And wondered why 
the governor, a recipi-
ent of the traditional 
title from traditional 
rulers should disre-
spect the institution 
that honoured him.

Court fixes December 9 to rule on applications 
in late Premier of Western Region’s case

Okorocha

J
ustice Aderon-
ke Aderemi of 
the High Court , 
Ibadan, has fixed 

December 9, 2016 for 
rulling on two applica-
tions brought before  
by the two surviving 
children of the late 
Premier of Western 
region, Samuel Ladoke 
Akintola, in suit num-
ber 1/451/13.

A  s i t t i n g  J u d g e 
in the court, Justice 
Ladiran Akintola in 
the suit is challeng-
ing the two surviv-
ing children, Bimbo 
Akintola and Abayo-
mi Akintola, that as a 
biological son of the 
former Premier of the 
defunct Western Re-
gion, the Late Samuel 
Ladoke Akintola, he 
(Justice Ladiran Akin-
tola), deserves shares 
and remittance of the 
estate of their father.

In his argument, 
Counsel to the defen-
dants, Olaseni Oyefeso 

“That is the bone of 
contention. He is saying 
that as the biological 
son, they have to ren-
der account and that 
his entitlement be paid 
in past remittances and 
those that should have 
come to him and future 
remittances and the 
shares of the estate. 
Basically where we are 
now is that we’re ask-
ing the Judge to dis-
qualify herself with the 
conduct of the case on 

the ground of bias.
“I brought an appli-

cation on behalf of our 
client- Akintola. The 
family is alleging that 
because the claimant 
is a Judge of the same 
court, they are work-
ing in contact against 
them. It is an allegation 
which I am not part of, 
that is the position of 
my clients which I am 
ventilating on their 
behalf.

“They said the Judge 
is in a surreptitious 
communication with 
the claimant who is 
her colleague and that 
there is absolute bias in 
the case. Five witnesses 
testified in support of 
the claims of the claim-
ant.

“They (Bimbo and 
Abayomi Akintola) had 
already written to the 
Chief Judge of the state 
to transfer the case file 
on the ground of bias, 
so the Judge continues 
in the case and dis-
charge those witnesses 
without being cross ex-

made two fresh appli-
cations before Justice 
Aderemi, a leave of 
court to re-call the wit-
nesses who testified in 
favour of the claimant, 
Justice Akintola and 
another to disqualify 
herself, citing bias in 
her handling the case.

On the other hand, 
C o u n s e l  t o  J u s t i c e 
Akintola, Biodun, Ab-
dul-Rahman, objected 
to the application, citing 
various authorities in 
defence of his claim.

However, the Prin-
cipal state counsel led 
by Jumoke Abu-Okolo 
did not.

I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w 
with newsmen, coun-
s e l  t o   B i mb o  a n d 
Abayomi Akintola , 
Oyefeso, on behalf of 
his clients alleged that 
Justice Aderemi is in 
secret discussion with 
the claimant, having 
b eing c olleagues in 
the services of the Oyo 
State High Court.

He said: “This case is 
about a sitting Judge, 

Honourable Justic e 
Ladiran Akintola who 
claimed to be a biolog-
ical child of the late 
politician and Premier 
of the Western region, 
late Chief Samuel Lad-
oke Akintola. So, the 
two surviving children 
of the late politician,  
Bimbola Akintola and 
Abayomi Akintola were 
sued as defendants, ask-
ing for his shares of 
the vast estate of late 
Akintola.

amined by their coun-
sel. Now, we have come 
back to recall these 
witnesses for cross ex-
amination, she refused 
the examination, we 
came back again to seek 
leave to recall these 
witnesses and the ap-
plication asking her to 
disqualify herself and 
remit the case file back 
to the Chief Judge of 
Oyo state for reassign-
ment to another Judge 
of the court.

“In summary, our 
application is one; the 
leave of court to re call 
the witnesses who tes-
tified in favour of the 
claimant - Justice Ladi-
ran Akintola. Second-
ly, to ask the Judge to 
disqualify herself and 
remit the case file to 
the CJ of Oyo State for 
assignment to another 
Judge.”

Justic e Aderemi, 
hav ing l istene d to 
the two counsels, ad-
journed ruling on the 
two applications to De-
cember 9, 2016.

AkinREMi FEYiSiPO 
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‘CJN appointment by the 
President followed due process’

S
enior Special 
Adviser to the 
President on 
Pros e cution, 
O b o n o  O b l a 

on Friday said the ap-
pointment of the acting 
Chief Justice of Nigeria, 
Justice Walter Samuel 
Nkanu Onnoghen by 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari followed due 
process, despite criti-
cism by a section of the 
media.

Obla said his appoint-
ment was done in line 
with the section of 1999 
constitution that allows 
the most Senior Justice 
of the Supreme Court 
and recommended by 
the National Judicial 
Council (NJC)

Speaking in a tele-
phone interview with 
BDSUNDAY in Calabar, 
the Cross River State 
Capital, Obla said after 
three months of his ap-
pointment, the Presi-
dent will now forward 
his name to the National 
Assembly for confirma-
tion.

Obla said the ap-
pointment of Justice 
Onneghen as the Act-
ing CJN of Nigeria was 
in order. “I feel very ex-
cited that a Cross River-
ian has been appointed 
Chief Justice of Nigeria 
(CJN) after thirty five 
years. The SSA on Pros-
ecution said the last 
time Southern Nigeria 
produced such a posi-
tion as CJN was Ayo 
Irikefe in 1985-1987.” 
He said the new Acting 

Supreme Court and the 
Samson Elias who was 
appointed out of the 
Supreme Court in 1970.

“This President loves 
Cross River State, hav-
ing appointed a Minis-
ter of Niger-Delta, Head 
of Service of the Federa-
tion, Chief of Naval Staff, 
SSA to the President on 
Prosecution, Chairman 
NDDC, and now Chief 
Justice of Nigeria (CJN), 
I think this President 
loves our state despite 
the lobby,” he said.

Also Governor Ben 
Ayade has commended 
President Buhari for his 
consistent show of love 
for the state. Ayade said 
in a statement that the 
President has shown 
once more his absolute 
love for the people of 
the state.

MLF unveils financial platform 
to cushion recession effect

A 
mu l t i - l e ve l 
m a r k e t i n g 
company, My 
Liberty Fam-

ily (MLF), has unveiled 
its unique economic and 
wealth creation social 
media platform to cush-
ion the effect of the cur-
rent economic recession 
in the country.

This is coming in the 
wake of the current eco-
nomic recession not only 
to Nigerians, but anyone 
regardless of gender, race 
or religion, interested 
in finding the financial 
assistance required to 
live a comfortable life 
as well as enablement 
to achieve his/her life’s 
dream. The dream is 
to see members live as 
they wish, go where 
they want to go without 
limitation.

S p e a k i n g  at  t h e 
launch of the platform 
in Lagos recently, Fran-
cis Ben-Adesokan, chief 
executive officer, MLF 
Multiservice Limited, 
said that “MLF is not a 
get-rich quick platform. 
We are not selling any 
product but what we 
are doing now has been 
in existence, it is just 
like ‘Ajo’ in Yoruba and 
‘Esusu’ in Ibo but the 
difference is that this is 
online. Here is a virtual 

family but the truth is 
that things are done vir-
tually to catch up with 
the trend so that anyone 
anywhere can partici-
pate.”

Stating the different 
between MLF and other 
multi-level marketing 
platforms, the CEO said: 
“In our structure of social 
media, we don’t have 
such thing that we can 
promise anyone that 
when you get to a par-
ticular level you will go 
to Dubai. So this is not 
about getting you money 
and the next thing, you 
have bought a liability. So 
we want people to have 
businesses that can pro-
duce jobs that can help 
our economy to grow.”

Explaining how the 
system works, the busi-
ness mogul said that 
when one chooses to 
become a member of 
MLF, he/she would be 
required to fulfill an ob-
ligation to certain mem-
bers of his/her virtual 

family tree from whose 
lineage the person is 
coming into the family 
system. And finally, the 
new member would be 
asked to select either 
of two options. Both 
options carry different 
financial rewards.

“You join the family 
with the intention not 
to reproduce 3 of your 
kind. You may eventu-
ally. The system allows 
you and helps you grow 
your family tree with-
out any additional effort 
on your part aside from 
supporting certain fam-
ily members with the 
specified amount. The 
first platform member-
ship is N25, 000. This 
option allows you to re-
ceive financial support 
in excess of N5 million 
from other virtual fam-
ily members. This can 
be between 7 months 
of your existing in the 
family. It could be earlier 
or a little later but guar-
anteed.”

On the other hand, 
B e n -A d e s o k a n  e x -
plained that “you can 
join the family with the 
intention to reproduce 
3 of your kind in 21 days 
of your existence in the 
family structure. This 
option carries a lot of 
financial benefits to you. 
First you receive finan-
cial incentive at every 
level of your growth.”

He emphasized that 
My Liberty Family al-
lows multiple member-
ship of an individual 
and treat each uniquely 
and exclusive of the oth-
ers. What is unique to 
the system is the indi-
vidual bank account 
number. This means that 
the member will not be 
allowed to use the same 
bank accounts for two 
registrations. Also, there 
are three Family Trees 
opened to all.

There are also B and C 
platforms which mem-
berships attract N37, 
000 and N47, 000 re-
spectively. According to 
company’s explanation, 
what this does is to put 
a member on the path 
to receiving up to N40, 
million from the other 
members within the “B-
Family Tree”. While the 
C-Family Tree receives 
up to N50 million in total 
financial support.

MIKE ABANG, Calabar Chief Justice of Nigeria 
has blazed the trail.’

He admitted that 
there was a strong lobby 
which he was privi-
leged to that the Presi-
dent should appoint an 
outsider as a member of 
the Supreme Court and 
an outsider as the Chief 
Justice of Nigeria CJN  
as it happened during 
the Clinton Administra-
tion in the United States 
of America (USA)

H i s  w o r d s :  “ Y e s 
we saw it happen in 
America because Jus-
tice Brown who was 
appointed by Presi-
dent Clinton was not a 
member of the Supreme 
Court; in Nigeria it was 
Justice Alexander of 
the then Southern East-
ern Nigeria who was 
a non-member of the Justice Walter Samuel Nkanu Onnoghen

CHINWE AGBEZE

Arla’s developmental 
initiatives excite formers 

D
a i r y  f a r m -
ers have com-
mended Arla 
Foods and other 

stakeholders for coming 
up with initiatives that will 
develop the dairy industry 
in the West Africa region.

The initiatives were 
discussed at the just con-
cluded ‘Milky Way to De-
velopment’ roundtable, 
held in Abuja.

Speaking at the two-
day conference, Moham-
med Bello Tukur, secretary 
general, Confederation of 
Local Herders Organisa-
tion, said the roundtable 
was a unique opportunity 
for stakeholders within 
the dairy industry value 
chain to come together, 
discuss issues affecting 
the industry and come up 
with agreed solutions to 
the identified challenges.

Appreciating Arla 
Foods, Care Denmark and 
other partners for a job 
well done, he said “the con-
ference was a well thought 
out one that gathered all 
relevant stakeholders in 
every aspect of dairy pro-
duction”.

“Farmers will enjoy 
benefit like technology 
transfer, learn more hy-
gienic way of milk col-
lection and transporta-
tion, better preservation 
method, vaccination for 
cows and other things that 
would help dairy farmers 
maximize profit and make 
more fresh milk available 
for consumers in West 

Africa” Tukur said.   
K a s p e r  T h o r m o d 

Nielsen, director, global 
trade policies and regulato-
ry affairs, Arla Foods, said: 
“You can feel in the room 
the drive and passion of 
participants to develop a 
better dairy sector in West 
Africa”.

According to him, in 
order to develop a sustain-
able local dairy sector, it is 
necessary to work across 
all aspects of the value 
chain with all stakehold-
ers involved.   “I do hope 
we can now move from 
words to actions; recom-
mendations will need to 
be turned into policies 
and into investments. For 
example, sample collection 
centres that will help reach 
out to more remote areas 
that will enable more lo-
cal farmers to participate 
in the value chain which 
will definitely increase 
the volume of fresh milk 
that goes into milk prod-
ucts in the whole of West 
Africa” said Rolf Hernoe, 
program coordinator, Care 
Denmark.

Anne Sofie Kruse, se-
nior consultant, Danish 
Agriculture and Food 
Council, on said the ‘Milky 
way to Development’ 
roundtable provided op-
portunity for a very good 
dialogue, and that lots 
of views came forward, 
which she noted that it 
was important in such a 
critical matter like dairy 
sector development.
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Nigerian Breweries rewards media 
excellence at 8th golden pen award

Halogen restates commitment to 
quality service delivery

T
he manage-
m e n t  o f 
Halogen, the 
foremost in-
tegrated secu-

rity solutions provider in 
Nigeria, has reiterated 
the company’s focus on 
offering customized and 
easy-to-use innovative 
security solutions as 
well as its commitment 
to becoming the indus-
try leader in the West 
African sub-region and 
a major player in the 
continent.

This came to the 
fore recently when the 
company played host to 
some visiting students 
from the Lagos Business 
School (LBS) and student 
representatives from 
the Global Network for 
Advanced Management 
(GNAM) at its corporate 
head office in Ikeja, La-
gos.

The visit was part of 
the 2016 Global Net-
work Week organised 
by GNAM, of which LBS 

spoke on the history of 
Halogen and its sales 
strategies, giving an 
overview of the com-
pany’s operations and 
sales strategies with 
emphasis on the corpo-
rate payoff, “Safety in an 

Open World”.
The visit, which was 

made in appreciation of 
the significant impact of 
Halogen in the security 
business and its commit-
ment to making remark-
able improvement in 

is a member. Themed 
“Selling Strategies for 
Consumer Markets: Per-
spectives from Africa’s 
Largest Economy”, the 
programme was aimed 
at exposing the delegates 
who are MBA students 
to best sales practices 
in a product-based and 
service-based environ-
ment. 

Wale Olaoye, manag-
ing director/CEO, Halo-
gen Security, charged the 
visiting students to strive 
to become ambassadors 
for security and safety.

“Halogen is focused 
on offering innovative 
security solutions, cus-
tomized and easy to use,” 
he said.

The company, accord-
ing to him, has always 
benchmarked itself 
against global best prac-
tices which, he said, will 
help it to achieve its aim 
of being the industry 
leader in the West Af-
rican sub-region in the 
next few years, and a 

major player on the en-
tire continent.

Uche Mojekwu, as-
sociate director, Brand 
& Strategic Markets, 
Halogen Security, who 
facilitated the knowl-
edge-sharing session, 

the industry, provided a 
platform for the students 
to acquire knowledge in 
the industry and open 
up conversations for fur-
ther discussions.

The students (33 of 
them) and their three 
facilitators from both 
LBS and GNAM thanked 
Halogen for the warm 
reception and knowl-
edge shared. 

The Global Network 
for Advanced Manage-
ment brings together 28 
leading business schools 
from diverse regions, 
countries, cultures, and 
economies in different 
phases of development, 
offering a common 
motivation of member 
schools to connect and 
position their students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and 
other constituencies so 
that they can deepen 
their understanding of 
differences and com-
monalities in their econ-
omies and increase their 
effectiveness.

N
igerian Brew-
eries Plc has 
rewarded me-
dia excellence 

and outstanding journal-
ism practice at the Nige-
rian Breweries Golden 
Pen Award which took 
place in Lagos.

The award which 
is the 8th in the series 
is aimed at promoting 
professionalism and 
objective reportage of 
events in Nigeria. It is 
also meant to reward 
such journalists who 
abide by the fine ethics 
of the journalism profes-
sion.

The event attracted 
dignitaries from the na-
tion’s media, political and 
social circles including 
Ike Ekweremadu, Dep-
uty Senate president and 
Okezie Ikpeazu, Abia 
State governor, among 
others, who came to cel-
ebrate journalists that 
submitted outstanding 
reports on Education, 
Youth Empowerment 

and Talent Development 
in 2015.

All the winning jour-
nalists also got cash priz-
es and high-end mobile 
devices as part of the 
reward package.

While welcoming 
guests at the event, Nico-
laas Vervelde, managing 
director, Nigerian Brew-
eries Plc, disclosed that 
the award was launched 

eight years ago to pro-
mote professionalism 
and objectivity of media 
reports.

He explained that 
the choice of Education, 
Youth Empowerment 
and Talent Development 
as the focus of this year’s 
edition, like in the last 
two years, is hinged on 
the fact that no country 
can lay claim to devel-
opment and prosperity 

without adequate atten-
tion to the education and 
empowerment of the 
youth.

E k w e r e m a d u 
praised the Nigerian 
Breweries for sustain-
ing the award over 
eight years and saluted 
the courage of journal-
ists for their contribu-
tion to the nation’s 
development.

He appealed to the 
media to continue to be 
the watchdog and gate-
keeper of the nation’s 
democracy.

John Momoh, Chair-
man/CEO, Channels 
Television, guest speak-
er at the event, called 
for soul-searching by 
the media and extolled 
them to bridge the gap 
between training and 
practice.

Yemi Ogunbiyi, man-
aging director of Tanus 
Communications and 
Chairman of the Panel of 
Judges, commended Ni-
gerian Breweries for the 
initiative and enjoined 
journalists to aspire to 
the highest standards.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

T
he Nigeria Secu-
rity and Civil De-
fence Corps, Abia 
State Command 

Umuahia, recently saved 
an 18-year old pregnant 
girl, Miss Deborah (Sur-
name withheld) from com-
mitting suicide at a for-
est in Ossah Mission Hill, 
Umuahia.

Walter Akubiro Chika, 
the state commandant, 
while briefing journalists 
in Umuahia disclosed that 
the teenage girl, a native of 
Ariaria in Osisioma Local 
Government Area of the 
state claimed that she had 
lost hope in life after death 
of her father in 2013 which 
led her mother, Happiness, 
to remarry. She said that 
the mother later aban-
doned her and her three 
other siblings who are all 
girls.

According to Chika, the 
rescued girl said she had 
made several efforts to re-
write her future and that 
of her siblings but all in 
vain, hence her decision to 
run to her boyfriend David 
(Surname withheld) in Aba 
but who hails from Owerri, 
Imo State. The comman-
dant said that Deborah in 
course of living with the 

boyfriend got pregnant 
but the boyfriend report-
edly denied any respon-
sibility and instead drove 
her out of his house.

The c ommandant 
said that according to 
Chika, having been over-
whelmed by her unbear-
able condition without a 
helping hand, she began to 
wander about the streets 
until she finally decided to 
end her life.

The Abia NSCDC boss 
said: “Fortunately an of-
ficer of the Command at-
tached to the Presiding 
Pastor of Heavenly Jeru-
salem Assembly Ossah 
sighted her in the forest 
and rescued her”.

The State Commandant 
said efforts so far made 
by Nigerian Security and 
Civil Defence Corps Anti-
Child Trafficking Unit to 
trace the mother of the girl 
as well as her boyfriend 
proved abortive but he 
assured Deborah of ad-
equate care by the corps 
and a brighter future ir-
respective of her situation.

He also enjoined the 
general public to always 
give a helping hand to vul-
nerable persons in society 
as such gesture would go 
a long way in attracting 
blessings to society.

NSCDC saves girl from suicide 
attempt in Abia

L-R: Uche Mojekwu, associate director, Brand & Strategic Markets, Halogen; Lekan Agboola, MBA student of LBS; Wale 
Olaoye, MD/CEO, Halogen; Paul Okongbare of LBS, and Alice Retson, a GNAM representative from IE Business School.

...as LBS students, GNAM pay courtesy visit

ChiNyere OKeKe
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I
n its relentless com-
mitment to make Ni-
geria achieve food 
security as well as 

providing farmers and 
investors with profitable 
and improved returns, 
National Root Crops Re-
search Institute (NRCRI) 
has placed Nigeria on 
the world map as largest 
yam producer, thereby 
waging a consistent war 
against hunger.

Thus, the discovery 
and release of two new 
yam varieties; Umu-
Dr020 and UmuDr021, 
by the NRCRI, Umudike, 
Umuahia, Abia State un-
der the leadership of Ju-
lius Okonkwo has been 
applauded by many.

According to Okonk-
wo, executive director of 
NRCRI, the institute has 
the statutory mandate to 
develop root and tuber 
crops and so the discovery 
at this time of recession is 
a welcomed development 
as it brings the number so 
far released by the Insti-
tute to 21.

The Institute has 
championed the research 
on cassava improved va-
riety fortified with vita-
min A; also its sustained 
commitment to make 
Nigeria a leading pro-
ducer of the crop. The 
production of cassava 
flour essentially opened 

the vista for its use in 
bread making as a viable 
and healthy alternative to 
the soaring importation 
of wheat and sorghum 
flour. Though Nigeria 
spent and still spends 
fortunes to import flour 
which could be replaced 
with the vitamin A forti-
fied cassava flour.

Okonkwo said: “With 
an estimated 380million 
tons annual production, 
Nigeria is unarguably 
the largest yam produc-
er in the world and the 
latest addition has since 
been released to farm-
ers across the country to 
enrich not only the nutri-
tion of Nigerians but also 
the income of farmers.  
The Research Institute 
has equally made some 
breakthroughs in pota-
to and other root crops 
which have placed Ni-
geria among the leading 
producers of tubers.

“The release of the 
two yam varieties is a 
culmination of years of 
research on the crop. 
Coming on the heels 
of calls to diversify the 
country’s revenue gen-
eration window follow-
ing dwindling prices of 
oil in the International 
market which hither-
to had been the major 
source of foreign ex-
change earner for the 
country will help over-
come the present food 

challenges in the face 
of the present economic 
recession.”

Oke chukwu Eke-
Okoro, coordinator, Yam 
Programme and Project 
Leader Yam Improve-
ment for Income and 
Food Security in West 
Africa (YIIFSWA), Yam 
is a crop that has great 
economic importance 
in Africa and Nigeria in 
particular.

“This is the first time 
yam landraces have been 
officially registered by 
National Centre for Ge-
netic Resources and Bio-
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technology (NACGRAB) 
for use in Nigeria and 
any part of the world, 
thus, this landmark ac-
complishment would en-
sure food security, more 
income generation and 
export in Nigeria,” Okoro 
said.

According to him, 
“the salient features/
characteristics of the 
yam varieties are that 
they are high yielding, 
disease-resistant and 
thus a great incentive 
to farmers. They en-
sure high profitability to 
farmers and availability 

to consumers.”
With this feat, NRCRI 

Umudike has achieved 
a milestone by not only 
releasing two improved 
yam varieties but also 
registered five top land 
races in Nigeria. This 
laudable achievement 
was announced sequel 
to the approval by the 
National Committee on 
Naming, Registration and 
Release of Crop Varieties, 
Livestock Breeds and 
Fisheries, during her 24th 
meeting held at the Na-
tional Centre for Genetic 
Resources and Biotech-

nology Moor Plantation, 
Ibadan from October 13 
to 15, 2016.

The two improved 
Hybrid Yam varieties 
and five landraces name-
ly Obiaoturugo, Amola, 
Hembakwasa,  Ekp e 
and Aloshi were recom-
mended and released 
for use by farmers in Ni-
geria. The institute also 
has the responsibility 
of conducting research 
into genetic improve-
ment of root and tuber 
crops such as cassava, 
yam, cocoyam, sweet 
potato, Irish Potato, gin-
ger, rizga, Hausa Potato, 
sugar beets and turmeric 
the economic and nu-
tritional value of which 
to the nation cannot be 
overemphasised.

The outstanding char-
acteristics of the two im-
proved yam varieties 
are their adaptability to 
low soil fertility and low 
soil moisture. However 
while UmuDr/20 has a 
potential yield of 39.8 
tonnes per harvest, Umu-
Dr/21 has 43.9 tonnes 
yield potential. Both va-
rieties contain protein, 
iron, zinc, starch and 
dry matter. For instance, 
UmuDr/20 has a dry 
matter content of 30.2%; 
crude protein, 5.2%; Iron, 
2.16mg/100gFW; Zinc 
0.38mg/100gFW; Starch 
Yield, 21.3% and Flour 
yield of 28.7%. 

NRCRI moves to ensure food security 
with release of new yam varieties

Roadmaps to ...

of government cronies who 
not only lacked the technical 
capacities and expertise but 
also the genuine interest to 
drive home the power vehicle.

“The most perilous mishap 
to the roadmap yet is that the 
implementation team placed 
all its eggs in one shaky basket. 
Contrary to the dictates of the 
roadmap, instead of prudent 
diversification to alternative 
sources of energy, implementa-
tion has been concentrated on 
gas-to-power,” he said.

He advised that the current 
administration should revisit 
the files on the below-the-
market sales of national power 
assets, the role of banks in the 
process, the N193 billion owed 
to the banks by energy firms, 
and several billions extended to 
the private energy firms, add-
ing that such approach would 
ultimately help to expose ir-
regularities in the privatisation 
scheme, determine sincerity of 
purpose, and identify critical 
omissions towards efficient 
power delivery.

 Roadmap for the Develop-
ment of Solid Minerals and 
Metals Sector 2012

 The development of this 
roadmap was borne out of “the 
desire for the diversification of 
our national economy away 
from over-dependence on oil as 
the principal revenue source...
with a view to transforming 
the minerals and metals sec-
tor into a strategic catalyst of 
growth”, according to the Road 
Map for the Development of 
Solid Minerals and Metals Sec-
tor published in April 2012. Its 
highlights included increasing 
the sector’s contribution to 
GDP from 0.4 percent to at 
least 5 percent by 2015 and 10 
percent by 2020; creating about 
3 million direct/indirect jobs by 
2015 and producing geological 
maps on a scale of 1:100,000 
covering the entire nation by 
2020. At the presentation of the 
roadmap in 2012, Sani Shehu, 
then president, Miners Associa-
tion of Nigeria (MAN), said the 
outcome of the roadmap was a 
conclusion of the instruments 
needed to rejuvenate the erst-

while ailing sector.
 National Industrial Revo-

lution Plan (NIRP) 2014
Launched on February 11, 

2014 by the then President 
Goodluck Jonathan, the NIRP 
was designed to support the 
development of a competitive 
advantage in the industrial 
sector. It was developed by the 
Federal Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Investment with the 
aim of creating jobs, maintain-
ing trade balance, boosting 
competitive advantage and 
increasing its GDP of 4 percent 
at the time to 10 percent over 
the following five years. The 
project was to focus on three 
sectors – agriculture, solid min-
erals, oil and gas – where the 
ministry said it saw potential 
comparative advantages. The 
three sectors were then divided 
into six subsectors: palm oil, 
textiles and apparel, basic met-
als, automotive assembly, base 
petrochemicals, and plastics 
and rubber.

 National Enterprise Devel-
opment Programme (NEDEP) 
2014

NEDEP was launched 
alongside NIRP and was to 
focus on the development of 
micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs), seen as 
the engine room of economic 
development of any nation. 
Delivered by the Small and Me-
dium Enterprises Development 
Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN), 
Industrial Training Funds (ITF) 
and National Industrial Skills 
Development Programme (NIS-
DP), NEDEP aimed to provide 
business development services, 
entrepreneurial training, ac-
cess to affordable finance and 
core craft skills acquisition to 
Nigerian entrepreneurs. Its 
objective was to boost Nigeria’s 
rural economy and create job 
opportunities by providing 
technical, vocational and ap-
prentice training; improved 
access to affordable and start-
up finance; access to equip-
ment and machines; access 
to markets; improved access 
to business development ser-
vices; and improved business 
infrastructure and high cost of 
doing business.

A very ambitious pro-
gramme, NEDEP targeted to 
generate an estimated 5 mil-
lion direct and indirect jobs 
between 2013 and 2015 with 
the training of 48,000 students 
in skills acquisition per location 
(Abuja, Kano, Lokoja, Lagos and 
Jos) per annum.

 APC government and road-
maps

In March 2014, the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
launched another roadmap 
during the presentation of its 
manifesto. Lai Mohammed, 
then national publicity secre-
tary of the party, told BDSUN-
DAY in an exclusive interview 
that the party was going to 
change the story of governance 
in Nigeria. 

“This is the first time in the 
history of politics in this coun-
try that a political party will ar-
rive at a roadmap how it hopes 
to fix a nation through a scien-
tific method or research, and 
by carrying the people along. 
We did not just sit down in one 
room and decide the contents 
of the roadmap; on the con-

trary, we first sent out a team to 
do a thorough study on Nigeria. 
What is their view about the 
government in Nigeria? What 
in their view is the most single 
important need of the people? 
What are the things they need 
from a government? What do 
they want from those repre-
senting them in government, 
and many others? Now, after 
the painstaking research, the 
outcome was given back to us. 
We now analysed it, and from 
there we now know that the 
number one problem of Nigeria 
is unemployment,” he said.

“By that roadmap to a new 
Nigeria, we say when we come 
to power, we shall create job, 
fight corruption, we shall im-
prove the welfare of all Ni-
gerians, and return Nigeria to 
the path of a greater nation; 
that’s what the roadmap en-
tails. And everything in that 
roadmap, every policy there 
must be tested –will it create 
job? Will it cater to the needs 
and interest of every Nigerian? 

Continued from page 2
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Chairman sues for peace over 
deaths at Abia PDP LG primaries

J
ohnson Onuigbo, 
State Chairman 
of the People’s 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Party (PDP), has 

condemned the death of 
two persons during the 
party’s Local Govern-
ment chairmanship pri-
maries last Wednesday 
in Isiala- Ngwa North 
council Area of Abia 
State when the office 
of the Transition Com-
mittee Chairman was 
completely burnt down 
by hoodlums.

The chairman ap-
pealed to members for 
calm as he condemned 
the actions of some 
hoodlums in the coun-
cil by causing confusion 
and taking the lives of 
innocent citizens, even 
as he warned the per-
petrators to desist from 
such dastardly act and 
give peace a chance.

According to the Abia 
police command public 
relations officer (PPRO) 
Nta Ogbonnaya, “So far 
four persons have been 
arrested in connection 

that it would be unac-
ceptable for Abians to 
fight each other just for a 
24-months-stay in office 
(Chairmanship Tenure).

S p eaking on the 
primaries, the Council 
Chairman said Arochuk-
wu Local Government 
must respect the party’s 
constitution and guide-
lines in the conduct of 
the exercise and prom-
ised hitch-free primaries 
that would be acceptable 
by people in the Area.

One of the chairman-
ship aspirants, Tony 
Kalu, told newsmen in 
Arochukwu that Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu 
should be commended 
by Abians, given the fact 
that the state had never 
conducted local govern-
ment election in eight 
years.

According to Kalu, 
Arochukwu local gov-
ernment people are 
known for maturity 
during elections and 
are ready to accept and 
embrace anyone who 
emerges after the pri-
maries.

with the incident”.
Amah Abraham, the 

transition committee 
chairman of Arochuk-
wu Local Government 
Area, while reacting to 
the incident said the 
party primaries election 
was not worth taking 
the life of anybody.

He added that Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu 
had earlier made it cat-
egorically clear that his 
administration would 

not encourage imposi-
tion or impunity and that 
people should embrace 
the zoning formula for 
equity and Justice to 
prevail within the state.

Amah, while applaud-
ing the governor for his 
resolve to conduct Lo-
cal government elec-
tions after eight years, 
appealed to politicians 
and supporters to em-
brace peace as the elec-
tion progressed stressing 
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P
rominent wom-
en leaders have 
praised the ster-
ling courage and 

statesmanship of the 
former first Lady, Hill-
ary Clinton who lost the 
US Presidential election 
to her Republican rival, 
Donald Trump. The

occasion was the 
launch of Essential 
Woman. Obiageli Eze-
kwesili, a former minis-
ter of Education; Ndidi 
Nwuneli, founder of 
LEAP Africa and other 
prominent Nigerian 
women hailed Clinton’s 
courage in promptly 
congratulating her ri-
val who won the elec-
tion, they especially 
extolled her virtue and 
perseverance in the just 
concluded election. The 
women who spoke on 
the launch of Essen-
tial Woman Magazine 
which took place last 
Tuesday at The Wheat-
baker Hotel, Ikoyi Lagos, 
praised her for putting 
up a good fight in spite of 

all odds, they added that 
her courage has raised 
the bar for women par-
ticipation in democracy.

According to Ezekwe-
sili, who described the 
Essential Magazine, as 
a brilliant debut pub-
lication that focuses 
on character, achieve-
ment and celebration 
of women, “Hillary is 
an epitome of essen-
tial woman, because 
she raised an incredible 
home, and also raised 
the bar of nobility and 
large-heart.’’ She said: 
“Hillary lived with her 
husband despite many 
disappointments that 
happened in her mar-
riage. She has been an 
incredible professional, a 
brilliant first lady, Sena-
tor, Secretary of States 

and almost became a 
President of US.

“ S h e  s h o w e d  s o 
much resilience and 
character in the way 
she performed during 
the election. You don’t 
have to win votes to be 
a winner. All around the 
world, Hillary is seen as 
a woman who won. She 
won in terms of being a 
great symbol for women 
and girls, who would 
like to aspire to become 
anything, as far as their 
talents could take them.

“Despite defeat in two 
different occasions, she 
has showed the quality 
of being unstoppable, 
the quality of ‘I have a 
Dream and I have to go 
for it,’ these are attributes 
she left us with. Her de-
feat does not

mean a defeat to the 
women across the world. 
We have not been de-
feated, because every 
election must produce a 
winner.”

She however, urged 
African women to con-
tinue to fight in every 
sphere of life in order 
to become a great hu-

man, professional sis-
ters, daughters, mothers 
and wives. She added 
that it was possible to 
occasionally tilt in direc-
tion that creates imbal-
ances but there is need 
to re-calibrate and find 
balance. Ndidi Nwun-
eli, founder of LEAP 
Africa, said Hillary re-
mains an inspiration to 
the women across the 
world by putting up a 
good fight in two dif-
ferent occasions with 
two powerful men. She 
however, called on Af-
rican women to start 
exhibiting leadership 
character in all spheres 
of life.

She said: “It is high 
time for African wom-
en to develop a strong 
woman character like 
Hillary Clinton.

Ezekwesili, Nwuneli, others 
praise  Hillary’s courage

Ambassadors College wins 2016 
Cowbellpedia competitionI

t was a display of 
class and mathemati-
cal dexterity as Juliet 
Ekoko and Ayoola 

Oguntade, both students 
of the Ambassadors Col-
lege, Ota, Ogun State 
emerged winners in the 
Junior and Senior cat-
egories at the recently 
concluded 2016 Cow-
bellpedia Mathematics 
Competition.

In a thrilling final en-
counter in the junior cat-
egory, Ekoko outsmarted 
Oreofe Daniels of The 
Ambassadors College, 
Ota, Ogun State; Olu-
wafunmbi Fakorede of 

Bibo Oluwa Academy, 
Ilesa, Osun State; Den-
nis Balogun of Greater 
Tomorrow International 
College, Arigidi-Akoko, 
Ondo State; Oluwatun-
mise Idowu of Scholars 
Universal Academy, Ota, 

Ogun State and Glory 
Okoli of The Ambassa-
dors College, Ota, Ogun 
State.

The story of Ekoko 
has remained a defini-
tion of luck, because she 
survived elimination 
three times on the road 
to the finals. The 12-year 
old daughter of a Math-
ematician was described 
by her mother, Funmi 
Ekoko, as very diligent.

Ekoko who aspires to 
be a medical doctor, ex-
pressed gratitude to God 
while dedicating her vic-
tory to her teacher, her 
parents and her friends 
for their encouragement. 
“I am very happy today. I 
am very grateful to God 
who has given me the 
grace and power to be-
come a star today. In-
deed, the scripture: we 
are what we are by the 
grace of God, has come to 
fulfillment in my life to-
day,” she told journalists.

In the senior category, 
Ayooluwa Oguntade, 
also of The Ambassadors 

KELECHI EWUZIE College, won the compe-
tition. The winners got 
N1 million each and an 
all-expense paid educa-
tion excursion outside 
the country.

Oguntade out shone 
Adegoke Aromolaran 
of BiboOluwa Acad-
emy, Ilesa, Osun State 
and Ademola Fatoke of 
Ota Total Academy, Ota, 
Ogun State, Hasanah 
Adeyanju of Ota Total 
Academy, Ota, Ogun 
State; Taiwo Adeyemi 
and Blessing Udoh both 
of The Ambassador Col-
lege, Ota, Ogun State.

Oguntade, who has 
been a class captain, a 
class representative and 
now the Head Boy of 
his school, also ascribed 
his success to God and 
his teachers. He aspires 
to study Engineering 
because, “The top CEOs 
I read about studied en-
gineering and run their 
companies. I also want 
to have an engineering 
degree and run my own 
company.”

Hillary Clinton, former first Lady

Johnson Onuigbo, state chairman,People’s Democratic Party (PDP)

…As students display dexterity

Olivier Thiry (middle), Managing Director of Promasidor Nigeria Limited flanked 
by Ayooluwa Oguntade, winner in the senior category and Juliet Ekoko, winner 
in the junior category at the 2016 Cowbellpedia Mathematics Competition in 
Lagos recently 
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Roadmaps to ...

Okowa presents 2017 Budget proposal of 
N270bn so state House of Assembly

G
o v e r n o r 
I f e a n y i 
Okowa of 
Delta State 
has present-

ed a budget proposal 
of N270.910 billion for 
2017 fiscal year to the 
State House of Assem-
bly for consideration 
and passage.

The budget tagged, 
“Budget of Fiscal Con-
solidation and Steady 
Progress’ was higher 
than the 2016 budget 
of N268.179 billion by 
N2.731 billion repre-
senting 1.02 percent.

The governor gave 
t h e  b re a kd o w n  o f 
the budget to include 
N151.909 billion for re-
current expenditure 
representing 56.07 per-
cent and N119.001 bil-
lion representing 42.35 
percent for capital ex-
penditure.

He said the budget 
would b e financ e d 
from Internally Gener-
ated Revenue (IGR) of 
N70,166,959,503 repre-
senting  25.90 percent, 
N148,939,012,121billion 
representing 54.98 per-
cent from statutory allo-
cation including mineral 
revenue derivation, Val-
ue Added Tax (VAT) of 
N10,515,786,230billion 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  3 . 8 8 
p erc ent  and other 

c a p i t a l  re c e i p t s  o f 
N41,290,224,379 billion 
representing 15.24 per-
cent respectively.

O ko w a  a l s o  d i s -
closed that  the sum of  
N70,290,546,506 bil-
lion  representing 46.27 
percent of the current 
expenditure  would be 
spent as personnel costs,  
overhead costs will gulp 
N31,162,242,050 billion 
representing  20.51 per-
cent while  a total of 
N50,456,734,771billion  
representing  33.21 per-
cent was proposed as 
consolidated revenue 
fund charges.

The governor fur-
ther gave a sectoral 
b re a kd o w n  o f  t h e 
capital expenditure 
to include economic, 
N29,442,250,000 bil-
l i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
24.74 percent, social, 
N20,388,000,000 billion 
representing  17.13pere-
cent , environmental, 
N24,387,198,191 billion 
representing  20.49 per-
cent,  general adminis-
tration, N15,784,010,716 
billion representing 
13.26 percent.

Others are D elta 
State Oil Producing Ar-
eas Development Com-
mission (DESOPADEC), 
N 2 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 
b i l l i o n  r e p r e s e n t -
ing 23.53 percent and 
c o n t i n g e n c y  f u n d , 
N1,000,000,000billion 

representing  0.84per-
cent.

He however, reiter-
ated the commitment 
of his administration to 
grow and judiciously 
manage the economy 
“as we move from sole 
dependency on oil to a 
stronger, more diverse, 
and more resilient econ-
omy, with huge poten-
tials for job and wealth 
creation.

“Despite the difficul-
ties this administration 
has faced since incep-
tion, we have demon-
strated our resolve to 
overcome our economic 
challenges. 

“In our first year in 
office, we created more 
than 17,000 sector jobs; 
we engaged in mas-
sive road construction, 
we rehabilitated and 
reconstructed three 
technical colleges in 
the three senatorial dis-
tricts; and we are the 
first state in the federa-
tion to launch the Uni-
versal Health Insurance 
Scheme.

 “These and many 
more achievements 
have been properly 
do cumente d in our 
First Year Performance 
Report. Given the un-
certainty and volatility 
of the times, these are 
accomplishments we 
should all be proud of,” 
he stated.

 IDRIS UMAR MOMOH

Ifeanyi Okowa, Delta State Governorr (right), presenting the 2017 Appropriation Bill to the State House of 
Assembly in Asaba

Ifeanyi Okowa, Delta State Governor,  (2nd left), laying the foundation block of the Asaba Ultra-Moden Machanic 
Village, with him during the ceremony are Commissioner for Transport, Vincent Uduaghan (2nd right); the Attorney 
General and Commissiuoner for Justice, Peter Mrakpor (2nd left) and others in Asaba. 

L-R: Ramesh Biswal, PDG Olugbemiga Olowu, Femi Akodu, Modupe Olaiya, Wale Ogunbadejo, Secretary, Blood 
Donation, Rotary Club of Palmgrove Estate, Jayashankar Nalode and Chairman, Blood Donation, Rotary Club 
of Palmgrove Estate, Santosh Kakade at the event. 

Whether we are talking about 
job creation, fighting corrup-
tion, healthcare, education, 
agriculture, housing, social 
welfare, peace and security – 
that is what the roadmap is all 
about, and that’s what APC has 
rolled out for Nigerians.”

But Obiageli Ezekwesili, a 
former minister of education, 
who was the keynote speak-
er during the launch of the 
roadmap, had bluntly told the 
APC leaders that unless they 
demonstrated the attributes 
of competence, character and 
competence, “your roadmap 
will lead nowhere”.

The PDP, speaking through 
Olisa Metuh, then national 
publicity secretary, described 
it as “a roadmap to perdition”, 
saying the APC was pursing “a 
Janjaweed ideology”, which he 
said was the same as the “Jan-
jaweed and the Anti-Balaka 
and the Seleka of the Central 
African Republic, whose ideol-
ogy are completely anarchists”.

Since coming to power, 
the Buhari administration 
has also launched a number 
of roadmaps. These include 
the Nigerian Communications 
Industry Roadmap, 2016-2019, 
unveiled on January 26, 2016 
by the Communications min-
ister, Abdul-Raheem Adebayo 
Shittu, aimed to “leverage the 
bountiful opportunities in 
the communications sector to 
generate additional revenue 
for government, now that the 
prices of oil have been on rapid 
decline at the international 
market, create employment for 
our teaming youths, improve 
access and enhance quality of 
service delivery and afford-
ability in the country”; The 
Green Alternative: Agriculture 
Promotion Policy, 2016-2020’, 
which is a regurgitation of 
previous agricultural policies, 
especially the Agriculture 
Transformation Agenda of the 
immediate past administration, 
and has the vision to revive 
agric sector to boost food pro-
duction in the country; and 
Roadmap for the Growth and 

Development of the Nigerian 
Mining Industry (2016).

Recently approved by the 
Federal Executive Council, the 
new mining roadmap builds 
on the old roadmap that was 
approved by the council in 
2012. The roadmap maintains 
the three-year tax holiday, as 
well as exemptions on import 
duties for mining equipment 
– incentives first implemented 
under the Jonathan admin-
istration. It also stipulates the 
creation of a new independent 
regulatory agency, which will 
assume the collective roles of 
the existing regulatory bodies 
in the sector, including the 
Inspectorate, Environmental 
Compliance and the Artisans 
and Small Scale units of the 
Ministry of Mines and Steel 
Development, which will in 
turn allow the ministry to focus 
on facilitating investment and 
development. According to 
Kayode Fayemi, the minister of 
mines and steel development, 
the new strategic plan for the 
sector targets expanding min-
ing’s contribution to GDP to 

approximately 7 percent over 
the next decade, from under 
0.3 percent last year, predicting 
that the sector could be worth 

$27 billion by 2025.
Nigerians say they are 

watching to see what differ-
ence these new roadmaps will 

Continued from page 6 make even as they continue to 
bear the brunt of the hardship 
brought about by the present 
economic recession.
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Atiku rallies support for good 
governance, anti-corruption campaign

F
ormer Vice 
P r e s i d e n t 
a n d  c h i e f -
tain of the 
All Progres-

sives Congress (APC), 
Atiku Abubakar has 
reiterated the need 
for the mass media to 
be in the vanguard of 
the promotion of good 
governance and anti-
corruption campaign.

The Turakin Adama-
wa gave the charge 
while receiving the 
management staff of 
the Atiku Media Office 
(AMO) at his Asokoro 
residence in Abuja on 
Monday, 07 November, 
2016 on the twin pur-
pose of felicitating with 
him ahead of his 70th 
birthday anniversary 
and the 10 years of the 
establishment of the 
Atiku Media Office.

The former Vic e 
President,  who re-
called the role of the 
media in partnering 
w i t h  p r o g r e s s i ve -
minde d p olit icians 
to end military rule 
and dictatorship in 
the country, said that 
the fourth estate of 
the realm has a more 
entrenche d role to 
play to ensure that 
democratic tenets re-
main intact and are 
not assailed by anti-
democratic forces.

While acknowledg-
ing the pioneering role 
the Atiku Media Office 
has played in the past 
ten years and contin-
ues to play in the pro-
motion and sustenance 
of democracy in Ni-
geria, the former Vice 
President, however, ob-
served that the media 
office was a creation of 
necessity to challenge 

executive recklessness 
of that era.

“When I created the 
Atiku Media Office 
in 2006, many people 
thought I was crazy. But 
I knew that I needed an 
institution to respond 
to the lies that were 
peddled about me by 
the same government 
that I served as the 
number two person.

“So, yours is an office 
that started off to chal-
lenge executive reck-
lessness and a defender 
of democratic ideals. I 
am satisfied with the 
way you have carried 
out your mandate in 
the past ten years. The 
Atiku Media Office has 
evolved to become a 
respectable media insti-
tution in Nigeria.

“But your mandate 
has also evolved be-
yond the promotion of 
Atiku Abubakar. I will 
urge you to continue 
to be a promoter and 
enabler of democracy, 
good governance and 
support anti-corruption 
initiatives, especially as 
being championed by 
the current administra-
tion.

“Many people don’t 
know how damaging 
bad governance and 
corruption can adverse-
ly affect the fortunes 
of a society, and at the 
Atiku Media Office it 
is your responsibili-
ty to work in concert 
with others to educate 
the people and defend 
these ideals at all times.”

Earlier in his ad-
dress, the Coordinator 
of the Atiku Media Of-
fice, Paul Ibe had paid 
tribute to Atiku for his 
uncommon zeal in the 
promotion and suste-

nance of democracy 
and good governance 
in the country.

Ibe reminded Nigeri-
ans that the travails of 
Atiku Abubakar arose 
from his opposition to 
the ill-advised Third 
Term agenda.

Notwithstanding, Ibe 
notes that this apostle 
of politics of inclusion, 
has continued to sur-
pass his own bench-
marks in every facet, 
as his efforts continues 
to track humanity back 
on the path of sanity, 
through value-adding 
entrepreneurship and 
developmental philan-
thropy.

“As we know and ap-
preciate, the enigmatic 
Tu ra k i n  A d a m a w a 
and former Vice Presi-
dent, founder of the 
acclaimed American 
University of Nigeria, 
Yola, founder of the 
Atiku Media Office and 
the resourceful man 
with the Midas’ touch 
in business and phi-
lanthropy, is a zero-to-
hero statesman, whose 
cumulative attitude and 
sustained goodwill over 
time have extracted 
him from the multitude 
of men (and women, 
too) onto the enviable 
altitude of local and 
global attention, affec-
tion and recognition,” 
Ibe said.

And in recognition of 
his immense contribu-
tions to communication 
for the promotion of 
democratic values and 
ethos for nation build-
ing, the APC chieftain 
was presented with the 
‘Quintessential Paceset-
ter Award’ by Ibe on 
behalf of the manage-
ment and staff of AMO.

Atiku (middle) and staff of AMO during the felicitation visit by the later.

…Receives icon of democracy award

PwC chess4change programme test 
students’ critical reasoning skills

S
tu d e n ts  from 
18 s e c ondary 
schools in Lagos 
will put to test 

their critical reasoning 
skills as PwC Nigeria, 
a leading Professional 
services firm launches 
the third season of its 
annual Chess4Change 
programme.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
which is part of the 
company’s effort to 
empower Secondary 
School students in La-
gos with skills to im-
prove their academics, 
thinking skills and so-
cial education through 
the game of Chess.

Pedro Omontuem-
hen, chief operating 
partner, PwC Nigeria, 
while speaking at the 

launch of the third sea-
son of the programme 
said the programme is 
a major component of 
PwC’s Corporate Re-
sponsibility Strategy 
which sees to the cre-
ation of Chess clubs in 
participating schools 
with weekly tutori-
als and intra-school 
practice competition 
organised by profes-
sional chess players 
and coaches.

According to him, 
“PwC Nigeria’s contin-
ued sponsorship of the 
initiatives is a show 
of our commitment to 
the Chess4Change pro-
gramme. As a firm, we 
are very much inter-
ested in education and 
the empowerment of 
young people and this 
is reflected in our other 
Corporate Responsibil-
ity initiatives such as 
our partnership with 
the Lagos State Govern-

ment on the Ready Set 
Work initiative.

This year, we are 
expanding the pro-
gramme to get as many 
schools as possible in-
volved. We will be hav-
ing students from 18 
schools in this season, 
six more than the last 
edition and 12 more 
than the pilot season. 
This also includes the 
provision of additional 
facilities and the en-
g a g e m e n t  o f  m o re 
coaches to train the 
students.”

Omontuemhen fur-
ther disclosed that the 
Chess4Change initia-
tive spans the academic 
session and ends with a 
3-day Grand Slam tour-
nament during which 
participating schools 
compete for honours 
with prizes awarded to 

outstanding perform-
ers and their schools.  
The programme also in-
volves PwC staff volun-
teers who mentor the 
students of participat-
ing schools on various 
topics with the aim of 
improving their social 
skills and motivating 
them to become better 
members of the society.

Bayo Babalola, tech-
nical director of the 
Lagos State Chess Asso-
ciation who was pres-
ent at the event noted 
that PwC is the only or-
ganisation sponsoring 
Chess in public schools 
in Nigeria and the first 
to sponsor a student on 
a foreign trip to repre-
sent Nigeria in a Chess 
Championship.

“The Chess4Change 
programme is a very 
laudable initiative and 
a model for how corpo-
rate organisations can 
support sports develop-

ment in Nigeria. Just 
after two years of the 
programme, there have 
been significant im-
provement in academic 
performance among 
participating students, 
and the impartation of 
soft skills through the 
mentorship scheme,” 
he said.

According to him, 
“Jessica Pelemoh, an 
SS2 student of Aunty 
Ayo Girl’s Comprehen-
sive High School, Ikoyi, 
Lagos who first came 
in contact with chess 
in 2015 during the sec-
ond season of PwC Ni-
geria’s Chess4Change 
programme qualified 
for the African Youth 
Chess Championship 
by playing in a com-
petition organised by 
the Nigeria Chess Fed-
eration in July 2016. 

She emerged as the 
top ranked U16 female 
player thereby repre-
senting Nigeria in the 
U16 Female Category 
at the Chess champion-
ship in South Africa in 
August, 2016.”

Also present at the 
event were Oluyomi 
Oluwasanmi, Head of 
Regional & Interna-
tional Sports, Lagos 
State Sports Commis-
sion and Ugochukwu 
Osuji, Head of Activa-
tion, Media Vision - the 
project consultants on 
the programme. They 
both commended PwC 
Nigeria for investing 
in such a remarkable 
initiative even with the 
present economic chal-
lenges in the country, 
urging participating 
students to make the 
best of the opportunity 
and improve their men-
tal reasoning through 
the game of Chess.

KELECHI EWUZIE 

Cross section of students from participating schools and officials from PwC Nigeria, Lagos Sports Commission, 
Lagos Chess Association and Media Vision at  the launch of the season 3 of PwC Nigeria sponsored Chess for 
Change Programme.



L-R: Akinpelu Kunle; senior human resource manager, Procter & Gamble, Tolu Adedeji , brand marketing 
director, Procter & Gamble, Tiwa Savage Balogun,  Pampers Brand Advocate, and Son, Jamil Balogun 
, at the Pampers hangout session and plant tour held at Procter & Gamble, Agbara plant, Agbara 
Industrial Estate in Ogun State.

L-R: Tokunbo Modupe, chairman, Tpt International; presenting recognition award to  Kayode Olagesin, 
MD Towncriers Limited, Goddie Ofose, chairman BJAN,at the 4th Annual Brands & Marketing Award 
Night at Jata Resorts Awoyaya Lekki Epe Express road Lagos.

L-R Awosika Gbenga , Etisalat’s customers, and Awosika Kemi; director, customer care, Etisalat Nigeria, 
Plato Syrimis; Etisalat Customer, Ogo Nweke and Director, Brand and Experience, Etisalat Nigeria, Elvis
Ogiemwanye at the Customer Forum held by the network in Lagos.

Pastor Iruogagha James, general overseer, Glory Christian Ministries; Pastor Shola Famoye (1st 
left),  Yemisi Duggan (2nd left) and Elder Joseph Osim (right), during the unveiling ceremony of Glory 
Christian Ministries 25th year anniversary logo held in Lagos, recently.

R-L: Paul Ruwase, deputy president, Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) presenting 
a plaque to Yetunde Onanuga, Ogun state deputy governor and Bimbo Ashiru, commissioner for 
commerce and industry, in commemoration of Ogun State Day at the ongoing 2016 Lagos International 
Trade Fair held at Tafawa Balewa Square on Lagos Island. Pic by Razaq Ayinla

L-R Oludolapo Adigun, the Lagos mainland group head for retail banking at First Bank of Nigeria 
Funke Smith, the lagos island group head for retail Banking at First Bank of Nigeria Chukwuka Monye, 
managing partner of Ciuci Consulting Folake Ogunnaike, the lagos central group head for retail banking 
at First Bank of Nigeria
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 Sunny Nwosu, president , The Boys Brigade Nigeria, Dipo Williams,  Lagos State Council, vice 
president (Project & lnvestment), ldowu Magbagbeola Boys Brigade Chaplain, and Bola Tonade,  vice 
president( Training & Extension), during a ceremonial parade speech at the Boys Brigade 48th State 
Officers’ annual general meeting in Lagos. 

Babatunde Akinola, corporate affairs manager, Intel Corporation presenting a prize to one of the 
winners of the Girl Rising Competition supported by others at the 2016 International Day of the Girl 
Child held at Film House Cinema, Ado Bayero Mall, Kano .
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Perspective

T
he second Thursday of November 
every year is celebrated as the 
World Quality Day (WQD), a day 
set aside to raise international 
awareness of the important role 

quality plays in ensuring nations’ prosper-
ity. It was set up in 1990 by the United 
Nations and was celebrated this year on 
November 10.

One of the major developmental indices 
of a country is the health status of its citi-
zenry. Health status of a nation, on the other 
hand, is measured by the people’s access 
to quality healthcare and any system that 
does not pay detailed attention to both the 
diagnosis and treatment of management 
of medical conditions foists on the country 
both high morbidity and high mortality 
rates, two characteristics of underdevelop-
ment.

As a people, we seem to focus more atten-
tion on the treatment aspect of management 
of medical conditions than we do to the 
diagnostics. People go to the doctors and tell 
them the way they feel, and most times, the 
doctors, based on their clinical judgment, 
and sometimes some laboratory results, 
write prescriptions for them. They buy the 
medication and take it, believing the doctors 
have made the right diagnosis. Such people 
often get well but sometimes, doctors’ judge-
ment or the test results are wrong and the 
patients’ medical conditions worsen.

It is curious we tend to accept everything 
various healthcare personnel throw at us 
when, outside the healthcare sector, we de-
mand products and services that fully meet 
our expectations. In fact, healthcare, more than 
anywhere else, is where we should not com-
promise on quality.The quality of healthcare 
services offered is somethingthat shouldn’t 
be toyed withbecause any error, be it in the 
diagnosis or medication, may cost a life.

Accurate, reliable and timely laboratory 
results are essential to healthcare.Effective 
treatment, not only starts with accurate 
diagnosis, it also revolves around it. Any 
treatment predicated on wrong diagnosis 
is, ab initio, wrong and can only lead to 
undesirable results.Laboratory errors cost 
time, energy, personnel and money and, in 
extreme cases, life. 

World Quality Day: ISO 15189 and the search for efficient healthcare delivery

The laboratory operation consists of a 
complex system.The processes in the labora-
tory workflow begin with sample collection 
and end with reporting. It is very important 
that all parts of this cycle work correctly. 
Any error in any part of the cycle will 
produce a poor laboratory result that will 
have a negative impact on the patient. All 
aspects of the laboratory operations need to 
be in excellent conditions to ensure quality 
service delivery.

The essence of the medical laboratory is 
to provide high quality diagnostic services 
that meet the needs of patients, health of 
staff and the community. In achieving excel-
lent performance in the laboratory, many 
different techniques and ideas have been 
developed. One of the most well-known 
and widely used documents that outline the 
systemic approach to quality in medical lab-
oratory practice is the ISO 15189 Standard.

ISO (International Organisation for Stan-
dardisation) is the world’s largest developer 
and publisher of international standards, 
representing a network of the national 
standards institutes of 159 countries with a 

Central Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland.
The ISO 15189 first published in 2003 

after seven years of development by a com-
mittee, that included the Clinical Labora-
tory Standard Institute and the College of 
American Pathologists, is one that received 
immediate global recognition. These stan-
dards defined desirable characteristics of 
products and services such as quality, en-
vironmental friendliness, safety, reliability, 
efficiency and cost.The ISO 15189 emphasizes 
a systemic approach to quality, covering or-
ganisational structure, resources, processes 
and procedures needed to implement the 
desired quality management.

It was first embraced by twenty three 
countries around the world in 2004, but 
today it has over sixty countries implement-
ing it as a yardstick for quality laboratory 
practice globally. Unfortunately, Nigeria 
is not one of these countries. Worse still, 
while twelve countries in Africahave many 
ISO 15189 certified laboratories, only one 
laboratory in Nigeriais ISO certified.What 
this means is that it is only this laboratory 
that operates the internationally recognised 

processes in Nigeria. It means that all other 
laboratories in Nigeria, except this one, can-
not have their results presented to medical 
facilities outside the shores of this country 
as authentic and credible.

The reason for the low adoption of this 
ISO 15189 certification is obvious. It requires 
sheer will to make the huge economic 
investment towards attaining and main-
taining this certification but the question 
is‘should our people be made to suffer the 
injustice of substandard healthcare and 
the attendant issues, misdiagnosis, being 
the major one, simply because of the cost 
of ISO adoption?’

As we mark the WQD, we call on the 
Federal Government to adopt the ISO 15189 
as the official standard for laboratory prac-
tice in Nigeria. This adoption will drive the 
consciousness that will eventually prompt 
individual laboratories in the country to 
seek this certification.

 
Busari is a Consultant Pathologist with 

PathCare Laboratories, Lagos.

A
bdulmumin Jibrin, former 
chairman, House Commit-
tee on Appropriations at the 
weekend informed President 

Muhammadu Buhari that his anti-
corruption crusade cannot be success-
ful without reforming the House of 
Representatives as an Institution.

Jibrin stated this in a 5-page letter 
sent to the Presidency from his exiled 
residence in London, where he recently 
was conferred with Anti-Corruption 
Award at Legislative Governance 
Awards, 2016.

“Sir, this is an institution that is 
supposed to support you in fighting 
corruption. You have taken on corrup-
tion and corrupt people decisively, the 
crusade will be incomplete if corrupt 
elements are allowed to infest the 
Legislative arm especially the House of 
Representatives.

“You should by now know that you 
will never get the required support to 
fight corruption with Dogara as Speaker 
of the House and most importantly if 
reforms are not implemented in the 
House,” he said.

Jibrin claimed that he has never 
abused my office or corruptly enrich 
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‘Without reforms, Reps won’t support your anti-graft crusade’
myself during throughout the five 
year’s service as Chairman House Com-
mittee on Finance between 2011and 
2015 and Chairman House Committee 
on Appropriation 2015 and 2016.

“Sir, I should also bring to your no-
tice that the Speaker is making frantic 
efforts to ensure that this matter is 
suppressed. They will do all they can, 
including blackmailing you to ensure 
that the matter is not investigated and 
culprits prosecuted.

“In your case, since they cannot find 
issues of corruption associated with 
you, they will resort to frustrating any 
request you forward to the House for 
approval with a view to arm twisting 
you or trying to weaken you in the 
eyes of the public and international 
community. This is how they operate. 
You should watch out and be vigilant,” 
the letter read in part.

He also urged President Buhari to 
“use your good office to decisively get 
the House to end the fraudulent allow-
ances regime and publish all entitle-
ments of members, stop budget fraud, 
disclose internal budget of the House, 
open up finances of the House for ex-
ternal audit, implement e-parliament.”

The lawmaker also stressed the 
need for Buhari to ensure that the 
House pass the anti-corruption bills 

sent about a year ago and ensure the 
“refund hundreds of millions collected 
for rents, return 40 billion stolen from 
100 billion zonal intervention funds, 
return projects diverted to his farm 
and other fraudulent projects worth 
billions, compel Speaker Dogara and 
other accused Principal Officers to 
step down for prosecution and make 
the House apologise to Nigerians for 
the individual and systemic fraud and 
corruption and gross abuse of office that 
has become the hallmark of the House 
over the years.”

He however noted that his persecu-
tion was triggered by his hard stance 
“against budget fraud, immunity for 
principal officers of the House and 
exposing corruption in a way that has 
never been done or seen in the history 
of the House of Representatives.

“I am a product of the establishment 
but I have always been uncomfortable 
and have always looked for the right 
opportunity or trigger to rebel against 
the ills of the system through exposing 
fraudulent acts, corruption and abuse 
of office in high places for the good of 
Nigeria and Nigerians.

“My case whether people believe 
me or not is that of a young man who 
is frustrated with the deep-rooted sys-
tem of corruption in high places. I have 

decided that enough is enough and I am 
ready to take on any corrupt person 
or institution especially the House of 
Representatives.

“Your Excellency, in the last few 
months I have raised grievous allega-
tions of budget fraud, abuse of office 
and individual and systemic corrup-
tion against Speaker Yakubu Dogara 
and three other Principal Officers of 
the House. I followed it with a petition 
to the security and anti graft agencies 
including the DSS, EFCC, ICPC and the 
Police.

“I have had several interactions with 
these agencies and pledged my con-
tinuous cooperation and willingness 
to stand witness during prosecution,” 
Jibrin disclosed.

He noted that rather than asking 
the Speaker to step aside and conduct 
a comprehensive investigation in col-
laboration with the ongoing external 
investigation into various allegations 
leveled against the principal officers, 
other lawmakers resolved to “punish 
me for exposing corruption, while 
celebrating the people I accused of cor-
ruption.

“The Speaker of course took ad-
vantage of the deep-rooted systemic 
corruption in the House to blackmail 
members to support him,” he alleged.



Who prints result sheets for INEC?

T
he electoral umpire makes 
a big show of hiding their 
source of sensitive elec-
toral materials especially 
their printers, up to flying 

in the materials from abroad. In 
every election in Nigeria, however, 
the losers always say there were fake 
results written in peoples’ homes or 
hotel room and submitted to colla-
tion officers, all to supplant the will 
of the people. This scenario has been 
most rife in Rivers State, especially 
since the political crisis that came to 
the open in 2012. Now, the party that 
cries the loudest, the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), is in a kind of mess as 
its fiercest rival, the Nyesom Wike-
led People’s Democratic Party (PDP), 
has paraded an APC member and 
professional printer who has ‘con-
fessed’ to being the master-printer 
for the wailing party, instead. 

As the ‘discovery’ continues to 
shock Rivers people to their mar-
rows, the conquering governor has 
pursued the matter like a matador 
or a boxer who has seen an opening 
to floor his opponent, releasing the 
blows from left, right and centre, just 
looking for that uppercut that would 
take out the opponent.

The seemingly bloodied APC 
(Rivers State) says the sting operation 
launched by the strongest PDP stal-
wart in the country at the moment 
was stage-managed to embarrass 
and implicate APC chieftains. Wike 
denies the charge. 

The sting operation; 
By Saturday, November 5, 2016, 

Governor Wike was exchanging 
banters in faraway Sokoto when his 
phone rang. An aide in Port Harcourt 
alerted him that the hour had come; 
that the ‘rat’ they were watching had 
arrived to eat the prey. It was learnt 
that the governor ordered the party 
boss, Felix Obuah, to act immediately. 
The result was the storming of a 
printing house in D-Line area of the 
Garden City, at No. 12 Isiokpo Street.

The next day, the Government 
House in Port Harcourt issued details 
what happened at Isiokpo street, say-
ing plots by the APC to rig the rerun 
election scheduled for December 10, 
2016, had been busted in a sting op-
eration against what they described 
as fake INEC results sheets printing 
syndicate.

The statement endorsed by 
Simeon Nwakauda, the governor’s 
special assistant on electronic media, 
said: “The Printing Press, Help-Mate 
Consult located at 12 Isiokpo Street, 
D-Line, Port Harcourt, was printing 
fake result sheets  for seven local gov-
ernment areas of the Rivers South-
East  when the police stormed the 
facility upon a tip off by a concerned 
Nigerian”. 

The statement went ahead: “Di-
rector of Help-Mate Consult, Atonye 
Peters, a prominent member of 
the APC from Opobo/Nkoro Local 
Government Area, claimed that the 
printing contract was given to him 

by Emma Chinda, an APC leader 
and former Commissioner for Ag-
riculture under Rotimi Amaechi. 
According to him, the printing press 
has already completed two sets for 
two local government areas before 
the police got win of the illegal act. 
He was arrested alongside three of 
his staff, Richard Koko from Okrika, 
Nanee Godday from Khana and 
Tammy Garrick. Items recovered 
by the police at the printing press 
include State-of-the-art printing 
machine and computers. The police 
also recovered INEC Result Sheets 
Serial Number Booklets, which the 
printer used to authenticate the 
result sheets”.

The APC reacted immediately, 
saying Wike and the PDP deployed 
thugs to stage what they call “burst-
ing of a fake result sheets printing 
syndicate in Port Harcourt” said to be 
operated by a purported APC chief-
tain. They wondered why this was 
coming soon after INEC had obeyed 
a directive from the senate demand-
ing for the rerun to be concluded.

The party stated that; “No APC 
person, chieftain or ordinary mem-
ber was involved in any of the 
purported actions as alleged by 
Governor Wike and the PDP as-
suming without conceding that any 
such development took place. We 
make bold to state that, at the time 
of writing this press release, the Riv-
ers State Police Command has not 
confirmed any such arrest made by 
its officers and men as alleged. What 
the governor and PDP are doing this 
time around is to use their thugs 
to stage a drama and arrest some 
innocent persons and detain them 
in the Port Harcourt Government 
House without the knowledge of the 
Nigeria police”.

Chris Finebone, the party’s pub-
licity secretary, who issued the 
statement, said: “Sadly, the infor-
mation we hear is that the present 
melodrama is being carried out by 

Governor Wike and the PDP using 
one (name withheld) of the SOS who 
is a well-known PDP sympathiser 
who former Police Commissioner 
Mbu Joseph Mbu used to perpetrate 
his evil machinations in Rivers State 
in the past.  

“Again, information at our dis-
posal indicates that PDP and Wike’s 
thugs are going to individual APC 
members’ homes to plant incriminat-
ing materials then turn around to 
harass and illegally arrest and detain 
them with the help of their agents in 
the SOS. The activities of this police 
officer and his associates will be 
properly unveiled to the public in 
due course. 

“Indeed, it is worrisome when 
we see the replay of a well-known 
script of political mischief by the 
governor and the PDP in Rivers 
State any time elections have been 
scheduled. Recall that as the last 
election was approaching, Wike and 
the PDP in Rivers State contrived a 
story with which they used to arrest 
and incarcerate an APC chieftain, 
Ojukaye Flag-Amachree. We believe 
that the same scenario is playing 
out again and this time another 
prominent APC chieftain, Emma 
Chinda, is being targeted for arrest 
on trumped up charges purporting 
a false confessional statement by an 
alleged suspect. 

“The APC would like to unequivo-
cally state that the party has a zero-
tolerance for electoral malpractices 
and does not directly or indirectly 
engage in any form of electoral mal-
feasance. We advise Rivers people 
and indeed Nigerians not to fall for 
Governor Wike’s antics deliberately 
contrived to tarnish the image of the 
APC and its members in Rivers State”. 

APC sources said it was the PDP 
state chairman that really led the 
operation while Wike was in So-
koto. They said the suspect and 
seized materials were taken to the 
Government House instead of the 

police headquarters. A source said 
when Wike wanted to stop arrest 
of a judge, he invited the commis-
sioner of police and succeeded, and 
wondered why he did not use the 
same commissioner to effect such a 
sensitive arrest. 

Wike: Outburst of a political 
general:

 The next day, Sunday, November 
6, 2016, the governor summoned the 
Port Harcourt press to the seat of 
power along with those he described 
as owners of the state.

He poured the entire content: “I 
hear INEC has fixed the Rivers re-
run election on December 10, 2016. 
I want to show you the strategy of 
the APC, security agencies, and INEC. 
We had been working on a tip and 
allowed it to mature. Now, it has 
matured. I was in Sokoto on a visit 
when I was called that the APC was 
trying to rig the forthcoming rerun. 
Yesterday (November 5, 2016), we 
bust into the gang printing sensitive 
materials at No 12 Isiokpo Street, D-
Line, Port Harcourt.

 “Recall that on March 19, 2016, 
INEC suspended elections in eight 
local council areas of the state citing 
violence and result sheets issue. We 
(PDP) have always said INEC col-
ludes with APC, and INEC has been 
using excuse of insecurity to stop 
the rerun, but we say Rivers is one 
of the safest states in the country. 
Now, the National Assembly (Senate 
in particular) said INEC must conduct 
this election, and quickly, INEC said 
it could. Now, INEC has colluded 
with the APC to print results. Units 
in eight local council areas already 
printed before we pounced on them. 
What is strange is that INEC has 
not yet forwarded the units where 
elections would hold to the political 
parties but APC is already printing, 
showing that APC has been told 
where exactly the elections would 
hold.

“We say, INEC has a hidden 

agenda, and God has exposed them. I 
made sure that the team videoed the 
evidence captured because police 
will destroy it. We know APC will 
deny it. The printer is an APC mem-
ber, a cousin to the man I defeated 
in the governorship election who 
is now the Director-General (DG) 
of NIMASA. The police said they 
are now under pressure to release 
the suspects; that the arrest would 
embarrass the APC.”

 Wike continued: Rigging? You 
cannot try that in Rivers State; we 
are not from Edo, we are not from 
Ondo. The police commissioner said, 
well, he is under pressure. I am fully 
aware that if Mr. President hears 
this, he will never support it because 
he is fighting corruption. Let me tell 
you, PDP will resist any attempt to 
rig the election. Sometimes, they say 
we are threatening, if we say, write 
your will; Do you want us to fold 
our hands in a situation like this? 
No wonder why we wrote petitions 
to Inspector-General of Police and 
nothing happened. I personally 
wrote 15 petitions pointing out why 
somebody should not be posted to 
Rivers State, but the IG never listens 
to me. I do not say who they should 
post here but I tell them who should 
not be posted here and why.

Listen, APC will never win elec-
tion here, let me see that INEC person 
that will rig this election, rig the elec-
tion and rig your life. If you like, bring 
American marine. They will say, 
governor is threatening. INEC can 
be appointed by the FG but they are 
appointed to do the right thing. The 
police wants to destroy the evidence; 
they are saying they cannot arrest 
the man implicated in the crime, 
but we have the capacity to help 
ourselves if the authorities fail to do 
what is right. I will be surprised if 
INEC does not postpone the election 
because they will use any excuse to 
postpone it. 

“If APC says I and the PDP planted 

Governor Wike Amaechi
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…Wike: I caught master-printers pants-down
…APC: You planted the evidence
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Wike said President Muham-
madu Buhari has so far ordered that 
the Ondo and Rivers elections must 
be allowed be allowed to be free and 
non-violent to prove to the world that 
the FG was committed to credible 
elections in 2019.

The governor therefore, urged 
the police and INEC to respect the 
wish of the president and go ahead 
to arrest those mentioned in the 
printing saga. To fail to do so would 
amount to causing chaos against the 
wish of the FG.

He said: “This matter die; justice 
must prevail. If nothing happens, 
we would be forced to take the law 
into our hands, which we do not 
want to do.”

He accused the APC of doing the 
same thing in the past by turning 
up with results other than the one 
recorded at the polling centres. He 
urged the press to speak out on the 
matter to protect Nigeria’s democracy.

He said: “The police should listen 
to Mr. President and arrest the big 
names mentioned by the suspect. Let 
the world know the outcome of police 
investigation in this simple matter of 
arrest of fake results printer.”

He insisted that there was no 
security problem in Rivers State and 
that the INEC and APC should not 
stage any to warrant crisis during 
the rerun elections. “AIG coming in is 
not acceptable. The CP here reports to 
the same IG. Let the case be handled 
in Rivers State and swiftly so that the 
world can know the outcome”.

The APC had since reacted, say-
ing the entire scenario was a stage-
managed circus show to frame up 
key opposition leaders to give the 
PDP an easy ride in the rerun ex-
pected to produce national and state 
lawmakers.

 
Conclusion 
The people want an immediate 

investigation of this scandal and 
daily briefing from the police high 
command to save the credibility of 
elections under the Buhari era. For 
years, it has been suspicion about 
fake result sheets and this was the 
aspect that triggered violence. This 
is seen as a great opportunity to 
prove if it is real or imagined. Be-
tween Wike and the APC, one must 
be wrong. The guilty party must be 
thoroughly exposed and punished, 
this time around. This is the only 
way to restore sanity in Rivers’ 
endless but violent elections.

the evidence, I say it is laughable; did 
I plant the man to be their member, 
to work for APC as collation agent 
in Opobo during the governorship 
elections, did I plant the machines 
they used in printing? If they are 
doing this now, what will they do 
when governorship comes in 2019? 
They want to defend the money 
they brought here. Let the police do 
the right thing, which is to arrest all 
those implicated. 

The volume of evidence is very 
huge, indeed. We can clearly see 
where the 2019 elections are headed 
to; the judiciary is being intimidated, 
and so, if they rig the elections, they 
ask you to go to the tribunal. Which 
tribunal will give judgment when 
they have been cowed? All we are 
doing is to expose the agenda of the 
APC. They cannot win everywhere. 
Rivers State is not a swing state, it 
is a PDP state; we are not swinging 
anywhere. DSS said they had been 
following up, we too have been fol-
lowing up. We want peace in Rivers 
State, let them not push us to do what 
we do not want to do. We are sure 
President Buhari will not allow this 
because when they were deducting 
our allocation for bailout even when 
we did not collect it, I reported to 
the President and he frowned at it 
and stopped it. He will also not al-
low this one because this is another 
form of corruption and he is fighting 
corruption.”

 
Dakuku: Resign and join the 

police        
Dakuku Peterside, DG of NI-

MASA, wants Wike to feel free to 
enlist in the police as recruitment 
was still going on. He said when the 
DSS moved to arrest a suspect, Wike 
moblised other prominent leaders of 
his party at 1am and they said they 
were passing by. Now, Wike has 
investigated and arrested a citizen 
without reporting the matter to the 
police. He has become the tip master, 
the informant, the arresting officer, 
the interrogator, the prosecutor, even 
the judge.

His words: “With Governor Nye-
som Wike becoming increasingly 
restless and desperate to investigate, 
try and jail alleged printers of fake 
INEC documents all by himself, the 
Rivers state governor should resign 
and join the ongoing recruitment 
of policemen by the Police Service 
Commission (PSC) where he can 
put his ‘expertise’ into use. I wonder 
how the Rivers state governor has 
suddenly turned to Commissioner 
of Police, complainant, prosecutor, 
judge and controller of prisons, 
who determines how a supposedly 
criminal matter should be dealt with.   

“Wike should be reminded that 
Rivers people and Nigerians are no 
fools to be treated to a circus show 
where a state governor is the com-
plainant, arresting officer and pros-
ecutor and wanting to assume the re-
sponsibility of police commissioner. 
He will do well to resign as governor 
and join the ongoing recruitment 
into police force. Enough is enough 
with the antics of an irresponsible 
governor. We have never had it so 
bad in the state.

“Nigerians should remember the 
antics of the PDP in the build-up to 
the 2015 general elections, where the 
APC was accused of cloning PVCs 
and plotting to hack into INEC data-
base. However, it eventually proved 

to be baseless.”  
According to Dakuku, “Wike is 

shopping for all manner of pictures 
over the internet, all in an attempt 
to rope me into their evil plot and 
drag my hard-earned reputation 
into the mud. Never have we had 
such a deceitful government in the 
history of the state. As at today, no-
body has a copy of the state budget 
for 2016, not even members of the 
House of Assembly. Not too long 
ago, two of his commissioners ap-
peared on a live radio programme 
and were asked by Rivers people 
where the state budget is, they 
admitted not knowing the budget 
of their respective ministries. Is that 
not a shame? 

“Teachers, pensioners, civil ser-
vants, doctors, nurses among others 
are being owed several months sal-
ary, yet the deceitful government 
continues to claim no worker is being 
owed. Nobody in Rivers state knows 
the value of projects awarded by 
Wike. He just wakes up and awards 
projects the way he likes. Rivers 
people are increasingly getting tired 
of the antics of the governor; he 
cries the most whenever elections 
are around the corner, while also 
threatening the lives of INEC officials, 
ad hoc staff and security agents. 

“The APC will win any free, fair 
and credible election in the state. The 
party is well grounded and has the 
candidates who are widely accepted 
and responsible. Do not be deterred 
by the latest antics of the PDP; the 
will of people will triumph in favour 
of the APC.   

APC pleads with Buhari, Senate 
to stop Wike’s antics 

The APC seems to be uncomfort-
able and wants President Buhari to 
act quickly;  “We remain worried 
that Governor Wike, who has a 
disdain for democratic principles 
and who has turned our dear state 
into ‘Rivers of Blood’, has yet to give 
a guarantee of peace in his capacity 
as the Chief Security Officer of the 
State. Therefore, while restating 
readiness for the 10th December 
polls, we wish to appeal to the Senate 
to go further in its concern for the 
conduct of the ballot by prevailing 
on Governor Wike to allow for a 
bloodless and peaceful exercise as 
he has already shed enough blood, 
including that of 200 of our members 
slaughtered by People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) and its agents in the 
party’s desperation to assume total 
political control of our state.”

The party also pleaded with 
President Buhari for the sake of 
peace and security of “our dear 
State to prevail on Governor Wike 
to allow peace to reign in Rivers 
State by stopping to intimidate, 
frame and arrest members of APC 
on trumped-up charges and turning 
the Rivers State Government House 
into a place of arrest of APC mem-
bers as he is currently doing. “Wike 
cannot be allowed to continue to act 
as if he is operating Rivers State as 
a different country outside another 
country call Nigeria. This is to avoid 
setting up the state on fire as there 
is a limit to the level of lawlessness 
being exhibited in Rivers State by 
the PDP government. It is sad that 
by the recent actions of Governor 
Wike, he has usurped the functions 
of both the Inspector General of 
Police and Director of DSS and sadly 
nobody wants to call him to order? 
Why must he create uneasiness in 
Rivers State whenever there will be 
an election in Rivers State?

“Wike must stop his desperation in 
setting up innocent Rivers men and 
women who are not members of his 
political party as none of his acts this 
time around will stop Rivers State 
people from voting in Senator Abe 
and other APC candidates during the 
rerun election.”  

ALGON steps in 
Samuel Nwanosike, caretaker 

chairman, Ikwerre Local Council 
Area and public Relations Officer of 
ALGON (Association of Local Govern-
ment Councils of Nigeria), a strong 
Wike ally, summoned the press at 
Mayor’s House on William Jumbo 
Street near Government House the 
next two days and demanded for 
action.

His words: “The company that 
printed the fake INEC result sheets 
is linked to APC. The culprit, Atonye 
Peterside, told the police that they 
were engaged by an APC man, 
Emmanuel Chinda from Ogbakiri 
in Emuohua local council area of 
Rivers State. His confessions show 
that allegations by justices of the 
Supreme Court in Minister of Trans-
portation are true. ALGON met to 
say this matter cannot be swept 
under the carpet. The police must 
do justice now because Chinda has 
no immunity; the Director- General 
of NIMASA has no immunity either, 
they must be arrested and tried im-
mediately.

“We agree with INEC which has 
called for full investigation of the 

matter and prosecution of those 
implicated. They want to transfer 
the matter to Abuja where they 
intend to kill it. We will follow this 
matter closely to ensure nothing 
untoward is done to it. It is a fallacy 
to say the suspect talked under 
duress, he has been a printer for 
the APC years so how did we force 
him to accept this particular job. He 
is Dakuku’s cousin, so who would 
want to frame up such person. 
His computer has password and 
still had more jobs to print, so how 
did the PDP break his password to 
plant the materials he was print-
ing. He is a member of Vanguard 
of Opobo Nation (VON) and has 
been printing things for the group. 
We are ready for the election and 
we have political generals (care-
taker chairmen all in this hall). The 
Governor has taken a letter to Mr 
President and we trust him to get to 
the bottom of this matter.”

  Wike fires back; raises fresh 
alarm 

Governor Wike raised fresh 
alarm, saying there have been 
moves to remove the case to Calabar 
(Cross River), just to kill the matter. 
Wike said there were moves to re-
move the matter out of the reach of 
the people of the state so that it dies 
a natural death.

The governor however warned 
again that the people of the state 
would resist such attempts with 
everything in their possession, but 
admitted that he has not taken the 
matter to the president; only to the 
court of public opinion.  

Speaking in Government House 
on Wednesday, November 9, 2016, 
the governor who is in a running 
battle with his predecessor said 
zone 6 in Calabar had asked to take 
over the case. He said it was clear 
that the opposition party (APC) 
may have written a petition to 
warrant the higher level to come 
into the matter.

On why it was the Government 
House that led the operation, the 
governor said the law permitted 
any citizen who saw a crime in ac-
tion to arrest the suspect and hand 
over to the police. He also denied 
setting up the suspects, saying he 
could not have known the unit 
codes of the voting centres.

He accused the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission (INEC) 
of compromise and non-seriousness 
over the upcoming rerun elections. 



News Feature

Upsurge in crime:  Police set to deploy 
special protection operatives to banks   

R
ecently, the 
new leader-
ship of the 
Nigeria Po-
lice has been 

engaging with critical 
stakeholders, particu-
larly members of Ni-
geria’s banking com-
munity, one of the end 
users of the services 
being provided by the 
force, on the best way to 
deploy national policing 
asset to meet contem-
porary security chal-
lenges.          

The consultative en-
gagement of the police 
leadership is propelled 
by the worrisome di-
mension of security 
challenges in the re-
cent time, which the 
new Inspector-General 
of Police, Ibrahim Kpo-
tun Idris believed can 
only be tackled through 
participatory approach, 
and co-operation of all 
stakeholders.

Some of the practical 
contemporary secu-
rity challenges which 
the nation is being con-
fronted with ranges 
from the activities of 
the insurgents across 
the country, mounting 
cases of kidnapping, 
armed robbery, and in-
creasing violent threats 

Going forward with 
this decision, Idris had 
also held a meeting with 
the Committee of Heads 
of Banks Security, which 
he disclosed that the 
SPU would take over 
the protection of banks 
from the mobile police. 
“Sometimes, what you 
want is mobile police. 
Most banks are saying 
give us mobile police. 
Mobile police are es-
sentially for anti-riot 
purpose. “We are going 
to look at the possibility 
of using men from our 
SPU, who have the same 
training with the mobile 
police, if not better’’.

Providing further 
insight, Idris said the 
security of banks and 
their personnel was 
important in view of 
the prevailing security 
challenge in the coun-
try, and that because of 
the frequent attacks on 
banks, there was a need 
to consider the security 
of the environment be-
fore setting up branches.

“The Nigeria Police 
Force Special Units such 
as Police Mobile Force, 
Counter-Terrorism Unit, 
and Special Protection 
Unit, are presently un-
dergoing re-organisa-
tion and restructuring. 
These units will hence-
forth be structured in 
accordance with their 

responsibilities.
“Therefore, in line 

with these responsibili-
ties, it will be against the 
force policy to deploy 
Police Mobile Force per-
sonnel into smaller units 
as such is the presently 
the case. The Force has 
put in motion, strategy 
to ensure that Police 
Mobile personnel are 
gradually replaced with 
the SPU personnel, who 
are saddled with the 
responsibilities of close 
protection of VIPs.

“In order to enhance 
the capacity of the SPU, 
their personnel will be 
stationed in each Police 
Command, contrary to 
the current trend where 
they are only stationed 
at Zonal Commands. 
This contradicts the 
Force structure architec-
ture which places police 
Commands as the con-
stitutional operational 
structure of the Nigeria 
Police Force and not the 
zone which is more of 
supervisory outfit of the 
command” he explained.

The IG further dis-
closed that in order to 
boost the capacity of 
the personnel to be de-
ployed to the special 
units, the police ad-
ministration will do all 
within its power to en-
sure that all training 
facilities, such as Police 

to lives and property.
Thes e prevail ing 

criminal activities, ac-
cording to security ex-
perts have continued 
to undermine national 
peace and tranquil-
ity, with its attendant 
consequences on the 
nation`s ability to attract 
new investments as well 
as maintaining the exist-
ing ones.

A secured and har-
monious business en-
vironment is a funda-
mental requirement for 
any nation that desires 
to build a functional 
and progressive econo-
my, capable of deliver-
ing tangible benefits to 
stakeholders.   

Globally, the police es-
tablishment is the only 
national institution em-
powered by the state to 
enforce the law, protect 
lives and property, as 
well as limit civil dis-
orderliness in the soci-
ety, in addition to being 
powered to use of force 
to maintain national 
cohesion.

Precisely, in line with 
his reform initiative, 
the Inspector-General 
of Police, Ibrahim Kpo-
tun Idris, kick-started 
a seminar series for of-
ficers and men of the 
Force manning Special 
Units. The seminar, 
which is the first of its 

kind, brought together 
the head of operational 
units of 60 Police Mo-
bile Force Squadrons 
(PMFs), 21 Counter Ter-
rorism Units (CTUs), and 
12 Special Protection 
Units (SPUs).

The Special Police 
Units occupies the cen-
tral aspects of policing 
all over the world and 
from every indication 
the IG is trying to take 
queue from the policing 
architecture which is 
prevalent in advanced 
nations, such as France, 
Portugal, Italy, and Chi-
na, among others.

Of all the special 
units, the services of 
SPU is the most demand-
ed for by players in the 
nation business, and 
banking environment, 
and IGP, Idris gave a hint 
that henceforth, opera-
tives of the unit are to 
be withdrawn from be-
ing mere bodyguard for 
VIPs, and be deplored to 
areas of critical national 
needs, such as banks.

As a way forward in 
this regard, he disclosed 
that the Unit is presently 
undergoing reorganisa-
tion and restructuring 
preparatory to it being 
deplored to areas of 
national needs, one of 
which will be provision 
of security in banks, and 
other strategic areas.

 AdeolA AjAkAiye, kano Mobile Training Force 
College in Gwoza, and 
at Ila Oragun, are made 
operational.

“This Administration 
is also proposing to es-
tablish a Police Special 
Protection Unit Train-
ing School to ensure 
that their personnel are 
given appropriate train-
ing so that they provide 
protection to our VIPs 
who requires such ser-
vices professionally.

“In addition,  the 
Counter Terrorism Unit 
Training School Nonwa, 
in Rivers State, will have 
its facility upgraded to 
ensure that our per-
sonnel are adequately 
trained to carry out 
their responsibilities. 
We are also planning 
to establish a Marine 
Police Training School 
in Bayelsa State to en-
able us dominate the 
Creeks of Niger Delta. 
The Nigerian Navy will 
be called upon to sup-
port us in setting up the 
school.”

“We believe that 
taking the above steps 
towards ensuring the 
professionalism of our 
Special Police Units will 
enhance the efficiency 
and effectiveness of the 
Nigeria Police and ad-
dresses the major secu-
rity challenges in this 
country,” he added                   

      

Ibrahim Idris, IGP Abdullahi Umar Ganduje, Kano governor
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Tremors, floods, erosion across...

and drill boreholes in line 
with code of practice.  

Michael Ale, national pres-
ident, AWDROP, said his as-
sociation had been informed 
of the salt water intrusion 
affecting underground water 
usage and subsidence along 
the land-ocean boundaries 
in shoreline areas like Lagos, 
Port Harcourt, Bayelsa and 
Cross Rivers States, Warri 
(Delta) and Oyo State.

According to him, the De-
partment of Geology, Oba-
femi Awolowo University 
(OAU), Ile-Ife, had submitted 
a research report titled “Pre-
liminary Assessment of Earth 
Tremor Occurrence in Shaki 
Area” indicating an impend-
ing damaging earthquake in 
the next four years.    

He then advised Suleiman 
Adamu, minister of Water Re-
sources, to create an integrat-
ed groundwater management 
modelling tools to improve 
sustainable management ef-
forts and optimise resources 
utilisation.

“The minister, who dou-
bles as the chairman of the 
council, has only reviewed 
the implementation and 
performance level of all the 
memos passed by the last 
council in Kaduna State in 
which our mandate to revital-
ise and rejuvenate abandoned 
boreholes in Nigeria and the 
implementation of the code of 
practice for borehole drilling 
is important for saving cost 
and restoring sanity in the 
industry,” Ale said.

“We have approached 
UNICEF to train our members 
in the use of the code of prac-
tice, and have approached the 
Ministry of Water Resources 
to register all drilling contrac-
tors and drilling machines so 
as to know who is qualified 
to be in this field. We have 
also solicited for training of 
contractors for them to meet 
the standard required by the 
government,” he said.

Available data show that 
Nigeria has experienced 
earth tremors since the 1920s, 
with the first recorded in 
Warri, Delta State, in 1923. 
Since then, there have been 
several others of different 
magnitudes.

But apart from tremors, 
Nigeria has also faced flood 
disasters, even as many parts 
of the country are ravaged by 
menacing erosions.

In 2012, for instance, the 
floods in Nigeria, which 
began in early July and 
stretched through Novem-
ber, affected 30 of Nigeria’s 
36 states and reportedly killed 
363 people and displaced over 

Similarly, Joseph Awei, 
who is based in Port Har-
court, told BDSUNDAY that 
on August 10, 2016, there 
was serious earth movement 
suspected to be earth tremor 
in Igbogene community in 
Bayelsa State just after the 
last one that occurred on 
July 10.

“The proximity of the 
dates of occurrence was a 
source of concern for its in-
habitants. Our concern is, 
how prepared is government, 
both at the state and federal 
levels? It appears Nigeria is 
near emergency in these 
matters,” he said.

There is also report that 
geophysical and geological 
studies have discovered a 
fault zone connecting the 
Atlantic fracture system ex-
ists along Ifewara in Osun 
State and Zungeru in Niger 
State.

“Our findings indicate the 
probability of earthquake 
o c currenc e in the study 
area between the year 2009 
and 2028 increased from 
2.8 percent to 91.1 percent. 
We advised the FG to adopt 
proactive strategies towards 
preventing the impending 
disasters,” said Kunle Awo-
bodu, national president, 
Building Collapse Prevention 
Guild (BCPG).

When contacted, Manzo 
Ezekiel, head, media depart-
ment, NEMA, said managing 
the aftermath of a tremor or 
earthquake was not within 
the purview of the agency, 
saying the Nigerian Geologi-
cal Survey Agency (NGSA) 
was the agency with such 
responsibility.

“We don’t have the engi-
neers that can do the job you 
are talking about. NEMA’s 
job is assisting in evacuating 
survivals from the scenes 
of disaster. When we have 
information of an impending 

disaster, we pass such infor-
mation to NGSA and others, 
whose primary assignment 
it is to address such situa-
tion,” he said. 

Effort to reach the NGSA 
was not successful as calls 
put through the only num-
ber available on its website 
failed to go through. The 
agency is a parastatal under 
the Ministry of Mines and 
Steel Development with a 
statutory role of providing 
relevant and up-to-date geosci-
ences information necessary 
for economic development of 
Nigeria.

But T. R. Ajayi, a professor 
of Geology formerly with the 
Obafemi Awolowo University, 
Ile-Ife, said one major way the 
government could possibly 
prepare for catastrophic even-
tuality that may arise from 
earthquakes was to relocate 
agencies whose responsibility 
it is to monitor such event to 
locations that have been de-
scribed as ‘earthquake-prone’.

According to Ajayi, the 
damaging impacts that may 
arise from humanly-induced 
or quickened natural disasters 
could also be mitigated if the 
government or private entity 
involved in such developmen-
tal project first and foremost 
carries out an Impact Assess-
ment Programme (IAP).

“Like what the Lagos State 
government is doing inside the 
sea, the Atlantic City. By the 
time you first carry out a thor-
ough IAP before embarking on 
a project like that, you would 
know what the consequence 
of such project would be and 
that would help in monitoring 
and preparing for any likely 
damaging eventuality,” he told 
BDSUNDAY in a telephone 
chat.

Ajayi, who explained that 
earthquakes occur at places 
called faults zones where the 
jagged edges of two tectonic 

plates grind against each other, 
said as the tectonic plates move 
in slow motion, sometimes two 
grinding plates suddenly jolt 
into a new position and the 
energy released by this move-
ment creates an earthquake.

When asked how an earth-
quake could be detected early 
and prevented, he said: “That 
is an important question, 
because the duration of an 
earthquake helps determine 
how much damage it will do. 
Will the tremor be of mild 
magnitude - say, a magnitude 
4 on the Richter scale, the kind 
that occurs all over the world 
every day - or a 9, which 
happens no more than once 
a decade on average.

“To understand what 
makes an earthquake stop, 
it’s important to understand 
what makes it go: the release 
of energy stored in rocks 
clustered around a fault, 
which separates masses of 
the earth’s crust known 
as tectonic plates. These 
rocks are held in place by 
friction. As time goes by, 
the movement of the plates 
causes the rocks around the 
fault to bend and stretch. 
That, in turn, causes the 
rocks to store energy, like 
compressed springs. Even-
tually, friction across the 
fault isn’t able to hold the 
rocks back, and a crack is 
created across the fault as it 
begins to slip. This releases 
part of the built-up energy, 
some of which creates the 
seismic waves that travel to 
the earth’s surface and cause 
damage.”  

Explaining further, he 
said earthquakes could jump 
from one fault to another, 
often as far as 2.5 miles (4 
kilometres) apart; and that 
it was hard to say when it 
might stop.

“The hazard posed by 
manmade earthquakes can 

be mitigated by minimising 
or in some cases stopping 
the activity that is causing 
the earthquakes to occur. 
You might be surprised to 
learn that there are several 
thousand earthquakes each 
year in the United States. For 
instance, Californians are 
well aware that they are long 
overdue for a major strike 
from a huge earthquake, be-
cause their part of the United 
States is directly above a ma-
jor plate boundary known 
as the San Andreas Fault. 
But the difference between 
Nigeria and the US is that 
their emergency response 
mechanism is the best in the 
world,” he said. 

Last week, state gover-
nors on the aegis of Gover-
nors’ Forum, at a meeting 
with Kemi Adeosun, minis-
ter of finance, and Godwin 
Emefiele,  CBN governor, 
asked the Federal Govern-
ment to share the ecological 
fund that, according to them, 
has been lying dormant.

Speaking on their behalf, 
Abdulazizi Yari, chairman of 
the forum and Zamfara State 
governor, said: “We are con-
cerned seriously about the 
environment. The desertifica-
tion in the North, oil and gas 
spills in the South-South and 
erosion in the South-East.

“And we have a lot of 
funds in the ecological sta-
bilisation funds. Those funds 
are not being discussed at 
National Economic Council. 
What we discuss at NEC is 
usually briefing on excess 
crude account and the federa-
tion account. But this fund is 
not being discussed at that 
platform.

“We will like to have this 
fund available every month 
because those funds are fed-
eration funds and we are 
having so many problems. 
We need the money.”
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2.1 million people. The floods 
were described as the worst 
in 40 years and affected an 
estimated total of 7 million 
people, causing damage and 
losses estimated to be worth 
N2.6 trillion.

Similarly in 2015, no fewer 
than 53 people were said to 
have died in 11 states from 
floods that displaced more 
than 100,420 people. Thou-
sands of houses, farmlands 
and property worth billions 
of naira were also lost to the 
flood disasters in many local 
government areas affected in 
the northern states, including 
Kano, Katsina, Sokoto, Kebbi, 
Zamfara, Kaduna, Jigawa, 
Adamawa, Yobe, Gombe and 
Bauchi.

In August 2016, the Nige-
ria Meteorological Agency 
(NIMET) issued red alert re-
garding floods in 11 states in 
Nigeria in that month, in-
cluding Akwa Ibom, Bauchi, 
Benue, Borno, Cross River, 
Delta, Kaduna, Kwara, Na-
sarawa, Yobe and Zamfara 
States.

But the flood that recently 
hit eight local government ar-
eas in Anambra State, which 
destroyed large expanse of 
farmlands, is predicted to 
be capable of causing severe 
hunger in the state.

Speaking on the recent 
tremor, the National Space 
Research and Development 
Agency (NASRDA) said the 
cause would soon be deter-
mined after the completion 
of an on-going investigation 
of the incident by experts in 
the agency.

Felix Ale, head, media 
and corporate communica-
tions, NASRDA, explained 
that the preliminary reports 
established that the incident 
was recorded in Kwoi and 
surrounding villages of Nok, 
Sanbah and Chori in Jama 
Local Government Area of 
Kaduna State.

Confirming a tremor in-
cident in Ibadan, Jumoke 
Babayonju, an Abuja resident, 
told BDSUNDAY that she had 
experienced a shift like that at 
Challenge area of Ibadan in 
1993, when she went visiting, 
and that she and those with 
her were scared and couldn’t 
have sound sleep for over a 
week.

“I do not wish even my 
enemy such experience. It’s 
not a pleasant one at all. God 
have mercy. In Nigeria there 
is no contingency plan in 
place for victims of natural 
disaster. The political con-
traption is not easy to ad-
minister because centralised 
power does erode national 
confidence. This disaster is 
beyond the scope of the state 
government,” she said over 
the telephone.

Continued from page 1
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Managing Director SPDC/Country Chair, Shell Companies in Nigeria, Osagie Okunbor; representative of the Deputy Governor of Rivers State, 
Ine Gogo Fubara and Chairman, Board of Trustees Port Harcourt Literary Society, Chidi Amuta at the inauguration of the Port Harcourt Literary 
Society Library donated by Shell to mark Nigeria’s centenary anniversary in Port Harcourt recently.

This has op ene d my eyes 
to how oil corporations do 
their things. From Shell I 
learnt that an elaborate bu-
reaucracy can also deliver 
results in good time. I hope 
those who manage our public 
affairs will learn from that 
following due process and 
transparency need not kill 
the delivery of social benefi-
cial projects.”

 
Shell MD
Managing dire ctors  of 

Shell Petroleum D evelop-
ment Company (SPDC) hard-
ly attend events personally. 
Usually, it is the high and 
competent experts in their 
employ that stand in for the 
MDs, but twice, journalists 
have s e en the MDs c ome 
personally. This was one of 
them. The present MD, Osa-
gie Osunbor, said he had to 
fly in from Abuja from the oil 
industry road map unveiled 
by Mr. President. He said he 

N
iger Delta youth 
a re  s a i d  t o  b e 
always restless, 
ready to put to 
a g g re s s i ve  u s e 

whatever they find in their 
hands. If they find guns in 
their hands, they shoot up 
everyone without caution, 
and tend to turn into cultists, 
kidnappers, and militants. 
Now,  a  new proje ct  that 
seeks to put books in their 
hands has just begun in the 
presumed oil capital, Port 
Harc ourt,  with N2billion 
book centre.

Shell, seen to always be at 
the receiving end of weapons 
in the hands of the youth in 
the region, has chipped in a 
whopping N1billion into the 
project, a modern library, in 
the book centre conceived 
and op erate d by the Port 
Harc ourt Library So ciety 
(PHLS) led by Chidi Amuta, a 
writer, media manager, and 
intellectual activist.

The library section was 
unveiled on October 27, 2016, 
and Amuta tried to explain 
the book for gun concept.

“ W e  l i ve  i n  u n c e r t a i n 
times, and the attention of 
youth is torn violently be-
twe en the forc es of  new 
information, new modes of 
violence and the pull of new 
money. In this atmosphere, 
it is easy for young people 
to be diverted and to wallow 
in the ignorance and bestial-
ity they see around them. 
We believe that culture can 
redeem the future; exposure 
to noble ideas through the 
medium of books and the 
printed word can point our 
youth in a different direc-
tion. Only a fool will dismiss 
the touch-s cre en eas e of 
access to news, new ideas, 
entertainment and a vast sea 
of limitless knowledge. The 
information superhighway 
is like any other highway, 
carrying both good and evil 
almost in equal measure in-
cluding bomb-making skills 
and radicalisation lectures. 
This is why we must include 
a digital library in this facil-
ity. We hope to develop this 
in order to deliver content to 
our public through multime-
dia channels that can engage 
the minds of  youths and 
change the narrative of Port 
Harcourt,” Amuta explained.

Those who find it hard to 
believe Amuta may need to 
peep into the wonder-library 
and the book centre. They 
would find on completion, a 
new venue for the now fa-
mous annual Port Harcourt 
Book Festival that would host 
musical and drama perfor-
mances by local and inter-
national artistes. “The centre 
will also host visiting writers 
from around the world who 
will  c ome into residenc e 
to do creative and cultural 
research for short periods 
at a time,” Amuta further 
explained.

As the booklet of the com-
missioning stated: “There is 
the ultra modern library by 
Shell (50-seat e-library, 100-
seat children’s library, and 
20-seat research library with 
general adult section for 180 
persons at a time, children’s 
nap room, etc.). Events/Cul-
tural Centre pledged by the 
Rivers State Government; 

(Heart of the project; exhi-
bition hall ,  event audito-
rium, banking hall, bookshop 
space, fast food restaurant, 
business centre, conference 
and s eminar ro om, and a 
lobby; writers’  hostel  for 
writers in residence with ser-
vices and food; multipurpose 
centre: planned as venue for 
performances by local and 
international troupes with 
flexibility”.

The chairman said the 
centre is patterned after the 
Muson Centre in Onikan La-
gos to be a centre of culture 
and enlightenment; “People 
can come here to watch plays 
by international theatre com-
panies, watch movies, hold 
and attend book and poetry 
readings and lectures, buy 
books, and artistic souvenirs 
and enjoy meals in decent 
restaurants.”

He gave huge credits to 
Koko Kalongo, a woman he 
said has made indelible con-

tributions to the cultural 
life of the city and the na-
tion through promotion of 
a reading culture. He also 
mentioned the Rivers State 
government, especially the 
former governor, Chibuike 
Rotimi Amaechi that donated 
the event centre/exhibition 
hall; the Airforce, etc.

 
World Book Capital com-

memoration 
He said the mo dern li-

brary is set to be part of the 
Port Harcourt Book Centre 
that stands to commemorate 
the recognition of Port Har-
court by UNESCO as the 2014 
World Book Capital.

He said he had many rea-
sons to be happy, especially 
to give back to the city that 
played huge role in my ca-
reer. He explained the tasks 
before and ahead, saying, 
“This  to ok elab orate and 
laborious negotiations for 
MoUs, especially with Shell. 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

...As N2bn Book Centre opens in Port Harcourt
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was excited more because of 
the impact this kind of proj-
ect would make on the future 
success to knowledge and 
education in Rivers State and 
the larger Niger Delta region.

“This in particular is a dem-
onstration of our continued 
belief in the future of this 
country and our commitment 
to its socio-economic develop-
ment especially in the Niger 
Delta region. The journey to 
this handover was through a 
memorandum of understand-
ing with the Port Harcourt 
Library Society to deliver an 
ultra-modern public library 
that would rank as one of the 
biggest and the most IT-driv-
en in the Niger Delta. With-
out sounding immodest, our 
objective has been achieved,” 
Osunbor said.

 
Cost and sustainability 
The MD gave hints to how 

the laudable project would 
survive. First, the company 
is supporting the initial staff 
that opened the place. SPDC 
staff members are also donat-
ing books to fill up the place 
(and these are well-red tech-
nocrats). Amuta also hinted 
that tokens would be charged 
for adults and children to 
raise money to maintain the 
place. He added: “This is a 
beautiful library; it makes 
me very proud. Its location 
between the Nigerian Army 
and Airforce headquarters is 
a guarantee for security and 
sense of safety. Cost ($5mil-
lion plus) may be high but 
price is cheap considering the 
price of ignorance”

He assured of support to 
prop up the intellectually-
stimulating facility. “We will 
support this facility to last; 
I will like to come here in 
about two years and I want 
to find it running. This is a 
social investment project. 
Education is key to the re-
gion’s development. It is part 
of the centenary projects to 
boost Nigeria to signpost the 
Niger Delta states. Cost of 
ignorance is phenomenal; if 
Nigerians knew a little more, 
probably we would not be in 
recession,” he said.  

A tour of the ultra-modern 
library complex would re-
veal a lot. It has three floors. 
The first floor has children’s 
library, archives,  etc;  the 
second has Social Sciences, 
Literary Arts, Architecture, 
Law, etc, while the third has 

Adult library annex; Science, 
Medicine, E-library, Copy 
room, etc. 

 
National Librarian of the 

Federation
Lenrie Aina, a professor, 

after touring the facility, told 
journalists: “This is the type 
of library I have fought for 
all my life. Let states emulate 
this and replicate this around 
the country”.

 Magnus Abe, a lawyer 
and administrator, senator 
and now contestant to the 
senate, said: “Book, not gun, 
will rule Niger Delta. This 
indeed is a great edifice, and 
I am proud to be associated 
with this project as part of 
the administration that initi-
ated it, the Amaechi admin-
istration. To Shell I say, this 
is a project that will not go 
away or be wished away in 
a hurry. It is a project full of 
legacy. The significance of 
this project is in its ability to 
promote knowledge across 
the oil region.”

He went on: “It is books, 

not guns that will rule the 
Niger Delta. The more we 
put books in the hands of 
our children and the youth, 
the less guns we find in their 
hands, and the more peace 
we have in the Niger Delta. 
This project will determine 
the health of governance in 
Rivers State, it is going to 
be a barometer to gauge the 
type of people in charge of 
governance in this state; if 
this place is up and running, 
know that the administration 
in Brick House is a good one, 
if this place is found dead or 
dying, know that the people 
in charge of Brick House are 
the wrong type. So, let the 
meter read our state at all 
times.”

He added that it had been 
proven that books read by 
children influenc e d their 
lives thereafter. “This is why 
we must get our children 
reading.  They say b o oks 
shape your life, your deci-
sions and thus your actions. 
I read every book in the chil-
dren’s section of the Calabar 

Library where I grew up. If 
you read in your youth, it 
stays with you for life. So, 
I encourage our parents to 
bring out our children to this 
library and read in an envi-
ronment that is safe, decent 
and quiet,” he said.

Toyin Olagunju, project-
operator, is one of those who 
fe el  that Port  Harc ourt ’s 
beauty lacked one aspect, 
public library of world oil 
class status.

“Some 30 years ago, I came 
to Port Harcourt; I saw that 
everything was good, but did 
not find a good public library. 
This is that missing link, the 
facility that will help the 
young ones. This project is no 
coincidence. As I listened to 
the poems by the children, I 
was moved and motivated by 
lines such as ‘panthers pant-
ing; snarling tigers; recession 
to accession’”, Olagunju said.

Many citizens have con-
tinued to post their reactions 
in social media, often hailing 
the facility. 

Government reaction 

Deputy Governor of Riv-
ers State, Ipalibo Banigo, in 
a speech delivered by her 
Senior Special Assistant, In-
egogo Fubara, thanked SPDC 
for supporting the state gov-
ernment’s desire to provide 
sustainable and affordable 
education to the people.

“Rivers State government 
is not unaware of the numer-
ous contributions of SPDC 
over the years in the educa-
tion sector. The importance 
and relevance of this facil-
ity of over $5million cannot 
be overemphasised. Rather 
than embarking on building 
of new schools, the Nyesom 
Wike administration is up-
grading 11 old s e c ondary 
schools. We are waging total 
war against cultism and win-
ning it. Please, operate this li-
brary with international best 
practices because we cannot 
allow the huge investment in 
the facility to be a wasteful 
venture. This is also calling 
on students and research-
ers to feast on this facility,” 
Banigo said.

Putting books, not guns, in the hands of Niger Delta youths

C002D5556

The e-library donated by Shell to the Port Harcourt Literary Society.

...Shell chips in N1bn world-class library
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When the “sting operation” 
was carried out on some 
judges recently on allega-

tion of humongous corruption, many 
Nigerians went into a frenzy of sorts, 
arguing that the DSS which carried 
out the operation erred in law. But 
some of us had argued that what was 
important was to establish whether 
or not the judges committed the of-
fences as alleged. I had also argued 
on this page that the onus was on the 
judges to prove themselves innocent 
of the allegations. I think today the 
picture is getting clearer. Some of 
them are said to hold multiple pass-
ports contrary to section 10 of the Im-
migration Act, 2015 and punishable 
under the same section. Some were 
said to have deceived the passport of-
fice by making false statements about 
age (date of birth) in order to procure 
additional passports. A lot of money 
in various currencies was recovered 
from their homes. Now, the questions 
are: does it mean at their level they 
did not know their actions are illegal? 
What was their purpose for holding 
multiple passports with different 
dates of birth? Are they really judges 
or conmen? Why were they convert-
ing their homes into banks, stifling 
the system of funds that should be 
circulating? How did they come about 
such huge amounts of money as civil 

When the law sinned against itself

Nigerians have since traced their 
trouble to the ‘eat today, die tomor-
row’ habit of state governors during 

the President Goodluck Jonathan admin-
istration. At that time the state governors 
had mounted pressure on the president to 
share the Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF) 
and Jonathan acceded to their demand. 

Can you imagine; they have come again!

Cruel!
G

overnment has consistently 
fanned the embers of dis-
unity in the country through 
its actions and inactions. The 

release last week of five suspected 
killers of Mrs. Bridget Agbahime, who 
was murdered in Kano sometime 
in June this year, was indeed very 
insensitive and in bad taste. Since the 
release, many people have reacted, 
condemning the action they de-
scribed as offensive to the sensibility 
of right-thinking members of society. 
The woman was murdered in cold 
blood by some Islamic fanatics, who 
accused the woman of blasphemy. 
In fact, the woman was killed in full 
glare of the awe-stricken husband, 
Mark. It is sad that the killing of Ndig-
bo has continued in the North despite 
government’s claim of protecting 
lives and property of every Nigerian 
irrespective of religion and tribe. The 
way some of these issues are being 
handled strengthens the thinking that 
there could be an unwritten law to 
persecute certain people from certain 
parts of the country. The release of 

Beyond lamentation

servants? These are indeed questions 
they should answer to the satisfac-
tion of Nigerians. The hour of arrest 
and the manner the judges were 
picked up are secondary; what is pri-
mary is the need to ensure that those 
who are supposed to be the con-
science of society by virtue of their 
training, exposure and the work they 
do must at all times know the law and 
interpret it appropriately. But when 
they decide to wilfully go against 
such law, they should be visited with 
many stripes.

No condition is permanent
Those who brag about today are short-

sighted about tomorrow. This aphorism 
aptly captures the current status of the 

People’s Democratic Party (PDP). The umbrella 
association presided over the reins of power 
for 16 straight years and bragged itself as the 
single largest political group in Africa. Today, 
the story has changed. Not only that the party 
has fallen apart, many of those who bragged 
that they would not survive outside the PDP 
have either left or are now following from 

Last week, while on a state visit to 
Edo State, President Muhammadu 
Buhari had expressed concern 

over the manner INEC had handled 
conduct of elections in the country 
under the supervision of Mahmood 
Yakubu. Buhari was quoted to have 
said that what “happened in the last 
elections in Kogi, Bayelsa and Rivers 
States disturbs me a lot. I think we 
should go beyond these actions. Why 

the suspected killers is condemnable 
and sends a dangerous signal. Nige-
rians claims to be a secular state, but 
in practice, it is not so. Agbahime 
was murdered at the Kofar Wambai 
Market, whereas, her husband nar-
rowly escaped being lynched by the 
mob. The judgement that set free the 
accused persons, who were charged 
with that gruesome murder in Kano, 
is unjust and provocative. That the 
Kano State government under Abdul-
lahi Ganduje filed a no-case submis-
sion to favour the murder suspects 
is bestial. One thing is clear, he who 
sows to the wind must one day reap 
the whirlwind.

do we kill each other? Putting tyres on 
people and setting them ablaze? I have 
told the law enforcement agencies; if 
we can’t conduct an election in one 
state then we should forget about 2019.”

But beyond this lamentation, Presi-
dent Buhari should practically show 
Nigerians that he does not and has 
never- overtly or covertly influenced 
the conduct of any election in the 
places he mentioned or that by his 
body language those in charge of con-
ducting elections do not think he is 
arm-twisting and brow-beating them 
into doing things in certain ways. It 
is not enough to castigate INEC in the 
open; he should go beyond that by 
insisting that elections are conducted 
in a most credible way.  Fingers are 
already pointing at the Presidency over 
the forth-coming Ondo gubernatorial 
election. The violence the president 
is talking about, was it not what he 
propounded years back when he was 
seeking the seat he is currently occupy-
ing? Good a thing he is repenting now 
having seen that even political powers 
are vain. Henceforth, he must insist 
wholeheartedly, that subsequent elec-
tions must be conducted in the most 
professional and orderly manner. Then 
shall we have been able to know he is 
now a democrat.

afar off. They feel irritated when someone tries to 
associate them with the PDP. Today, a party that 
was full of itself, which boasted severally that it 
didn’t need more people, to the extent that at a 
point they were deregistering their members and 
disallowing people from joining them, is consider-
ing merger with other parties. How the cookies 
crumbled! Since the party lost power last year, 
it has never been the same. It has been buffeted 
by internal wrangling orchestrated by some un-
dertakers that resulted in factionalisation. With 
the arrest of some vocal and prominent members 
of the party on allegation of corruption, a good 
number of others have since scampered for safety. 

The soul of the party is being dragged 
about by Ali Modu Sheriff and Ahmed 
Makarfi who are struggling to exercise 
leadership. While the struggle goes on, 
it appears the party is gradually going 
into extinction, thus the latest move by 
the Makarfi group to seek merger. The 
former governor of Kaduna State said: 
“You do not remain docile and inactive; 
you don’t remain cornered so that you 
will not be toyed with at the whims 
and caprices of anybody…” How are 
the mighty fallen and the weapons of 
war perished?

The money was shared and they blew 
everything in their usual squander-mania 
way. Recently, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, a 
former finance minister, had blamed the 
then governors for the parlous state of 
the economy, but Rotimi Amaechi, who 
was governor of Rivers State and chair-
man, Governors’ Forum, had explained 
that the demand that the SWF be shared 
was because it was not properly being 
managed by government and that it was 
being depleted by the Federal Govern-
ment without justifiable reasons. Only 
last Tuesday, the governors on the aegis of 
Governors’ Forum led by Abdulaziz Yari of 
Zamfara State, ambushed the finance min-
ister, Kemi Adeosun and CBN governor, 
Godwin Emefiele, to demand the release 
of the ecological funds to them. Although 
their request is genuine, the problem has 
always been that such money is never 
being properly utilised. As soon as such 
funds are released, the governors slip into 
rendezvous mode, only to wake up when 
they must have squandered the lot. It is 
doubtful if today’s crop of governors does 
not have anything in common with their 
predecessors in terms of wasteful living 
and avarice.



G
ary Aldrich, in 
his 1996 book 
Unlimited Ac-
cess: An FBI 
Agent Inside 

the Clinton White House 
(Washington, D.C., Regn-
ery Publishing, Inc), relates 
how, as president of the 
United States of America, 
William Jefferson Blythe 
Clinton, simply known 
as Bill Clinton, his wife 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
and their key employees 
(mainly former associates 
of the Clintons) upturned 
laid-down security proce-
dures and lowered White 
House standards set by 
previous presidents going 
back many decades – just 
to “let in” their friends and 
associates.

According to Aldrich, 
in order to protect national 
security, the president, the 
taxpayer, and the White 
House itself, there is in 
place a comprehensive 
and effective security 
system whereby the FBI, 
the Secret Service, and 
the president’s counsel, 
working as a team, “clear” 
the hundreds of new staff 
members – “from the 
chief of staff right down 
to the most obscure mes-
senger located far from 
the Oval Office” – who 
come with a new presi-
dent. He describes the FBI 
background investigation 

The Clintons and the White House
as an extensive process 
which can cover “the past 
fifteen years of their lives” 
for lower employees, and 
“their entire adult lives 
– including all former 
employers and employ-
ment records” – for more 
senior employees. The 
FBI also reviews college 
transcripts, interviews 
representative professors, 
investigates other mate-
rial related to education, 
investigates any accusa-
tion of wrongdoing and 
interviews neighbours, 
friends, and associates 
of a potential employee. 
Four key elements to a 
background investigation 
are character, associates, 
reputation, and loyalty, 
or CARL. In addition, the 
FBI also investigates an 
applicant’s dangerousness 
and suitability.

This is how Aldrich 
captures the origin of the 
background investiga-
tions: During Lyndon 
Johnson’s presidency, 
Walter Jenkins, a close, 
personal friend of Presi-
dent Johnson whom he 
had selected to run the 
White House, was arrest-
ed in the bathroom of the 
YMCA having sex with 
a man he had just picked 
up. And it wasn’t the first 
time. This was about the 
summer of 1964 when 
President Johnson and 
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his administration were 
already plagued by prob-
lems and scandals, not 
to mention the Vietnam 
War. He couldn’t afford 
another scandal, nor could 
he allow his loyalty to 
Jenkins, however strong, 
do further damage to his 
administration. He also 
knew that public confi-
dence in his administra-
tion was at an all-time low.

“President Johnson 
needed a way to restore 
confidence in his admin-
istration, and fast. To rid 
the White House and the 
Executive Branch of any 
other ‘ticking personnel 
bombs’ before they ex-
ploded in the media, he 
called J. Edgar Hoover, 
the FBI director, and or-
dered him to create a 
system to investigate the 
backgrounds of all White 
House employees and all 
others who would serve 
in major posts, such as 
agency directors and cabi-
net secretaries. If the FBI 
investigated the White 
House staff in the same 
manner that it cleared 
its own staff, who would 
think of arguing about 
the quality of the White 
House staff?”

All administrations af-
ter Johnson gave this secu-
rity programme all the se-
riousness it deserved, and 
numberless prospective 

White House employees 
were turned down as a re-
sult of the muck raked up 
during their background 
investigations. But not the 
Clinton administration.

Under Clinton, “the 
White House security 
program – and the qual-
ity of White House staff” 
– took a nose-dive; the 
Clinton staffers and vol-
unteers behaved “as if 
they had a ‘right’ to work 
in the White House, in-
dependent of their being 
investigated by the FBI 
and being cleared by the 
Counsel’s Office and the 
Secret Service”; “the Clin-
tons felt that the Secret 
Service’s searches were a 
‘hassle’ and unnecessary 
and just another way for 
the ‘disloyal’ Secret Service 
agents to ‘bug’ the Clin-
tons and their friends. So 
they ordered the Secret 
Service to modify the se-
curity program to fit the 
petulant and immature 
demands of the Clinton 
staff”; “hard-core drug us-
ers could be White House 
employees in the Clinton 
administration if they 
promised to quit after 
they were caught”; and 
the Secret Service, whose 
duty it was to review 
the findings of the FBI 
investigations, was virtu-
ally denied access to the 
reports. Meanwhile, the 
FBI background investiga-
tions of the Clinton staff 
unearthed a long list of 
character flaws – “drugs, 
bizarre sexual behavior, 
failure to pay taxes, fail-
ure to honor financial 
obligations, severe credit 
problems, bankruptcy, 
civil suits, liens, loan de-
faults, failure to repay 
federally funded student 
loans”; and “there were 
certainly plenty of ho-
mosexuals in the White 

House who flaunted, 
rather than tried to hide, 
their sexual persuasion”.

For instance, as gov-
ernor of the state of Ar-
kansas, Aldrich writes 
that Clinton “had given a 
pardon to his good friend 
Dan Lasater, a convicted 
drug smuggler and the 
person who supplied the 
president’s half brother 
Roger with cocaine”. Then 
as president, Clinton “had 
brought Patsy Thomas-
son, Lasater’s business 
partner, to the White 
House to be his director 
of Management and Ad-
ministration, and a special 
advisor to the president. 
These were very strong 
signals about where this 
president stood on the is-
sue of illegal drugs”.

Partly for these rea-
sons, the Clinton admin-
istration was described 
as “a corrupt disaster, 
beyond redemption or 
repair”, while the Clinton 
White House was called 
“dysfunctional”. Shocked 
by it all, Mike Lafrano, 
a Clinton loyalist who 
worked in the Office of 
Presidential Scheduling, 
is quoted by Aldrich to 
have said, “Gary, I’m tell-
ing you, I know a lot of 
these people, and I cannot 
believe they are here, in 
the White House. Don’t 
you people have any stan-
dards at all?”

There are other issues 
that Aldrich raises, like 
the Clintons being a half 
hour late for their own 
inauguration; Hillary 
wanting to occupy the 
West Wing office usu-
ally reserved for the vice 
president; Hillary scream-
ing at her husband in “un-
controlled and unbridled 
fury” in the holding room 
in the Capitol building on 
the day of their inaugura-

I
n an environment where 
the mortgage industry is 
functional and effective, in-
surance is a sine-qua-non, 

functioning as a lubricant, oil-
ing the engine of growth.  Both 
mortgage and insurance go 
together, and understandably 
so, because while mortgage 
is risk-prone, insurance is a 
hedge against risks.

Mortgage insurance is an 
insurance policy that pro-
tects a mortgage lender or 
title holder in the event that 
the borrower defaults on 
payments, dies, or is other-
wise unable to meet the con-
tractual obligations of the 
mortgage and Investopedia 
identifies three aspects of 
mortgage insurance.

These are private mort-
gage insurance (PMI), mort-
gage life insurance, or mort-
gage title insurance. What 
these have in common is an 
obligation to make the lender 
or property holder whole in 
the event of specific cases of 
loss. Private mortgage insur-
ance may be called ‘lender’s 
mortgage insurance’ (LMI) if 

of their policy on the actual 
market”, she said, emphasis-
ing the urgency of an active 
insurance industry to drive 
the needed growth in the 
mortgage industry.

As a step forward, mort-
gage insurance could come 
with a typical ‘pay-as-you-
go’ premium payment, or 
may be capitalized into a 
lump sum payment at the 
time the mortgage is origi-
nated. For homeowners 
who are required to have 
PMI because of the 80 per-
cent loan-to-value ratio 
rule, they can request that 
the insurance policy be 
canceled once 20 percent 
of the principal balance 
has been paid off.

the premium on a PMI policy 
is paid by the lender and not 
the borrower.

For these reasons and 
more, an active insurance 
industry is needed for the 
growth and development 
of a functional mortgage 
industry. The mortgage in-
dustry in Nigeria is still a 
fledgling and fingers are 
frequently pointed to an 
insurance industry that is 
not as active participant as 
it should be.

For some reasons, in this 
country,  in spite of  ev-
erything the people have 
learnt, policy is still shaping 
the industry whereas, in 
advanced economies, it is 
the other way round- indus-
try shapes policy because 
people in the industry are 
the ones implementing the 
policy every day.

The mortgage industry in 
United States, for instance, 
has been robust for decades 
and it is with continued 
activity. One is not however, 
saying Nigeria should repli-
cate what happens in the US 

here, because Nigeria has its 
own unique characteristics 
which must be recognised 
and respected.

What the mortgage play-
ers in Nigeria should do 
however, is to make the US 
system a base-line because 
this system represents the 
global standard. 

Adenike Fasanya-Osila-
ja, a mortgage and finance 
consultant, advises that “we 
have to start learning that 
system and adapt it to meet 
our own unique cultural 
system and unique needs”.

Nigeria needs to lay a 
very good foundation for 
mortgage industry growth 
to ensure that what hap-
pened in America in 2006 
with sub-prime mortgage 
crisis does not repeat itself 
here. The Nigerian Mort-
gage Refinance Company 
(NMRC) is a big possibility 
that can change and shape 
the mortgage system in this 
country and could also be an 
umbrella for the industry.

One of the high points of 
NMRC, as a secondary mort-

gage institution, is its long 
term, low rate global funds 
and, because the mortgage 
industry here is not yet buoy-
ant, NMRC, whether it is suc-
ceeding now or not, can be a 
significant tool in achieving 
these attributes of a working 
mortgage industry.

Fasanya-Osilaja believes 
the mortgage industry 
should be shaping NMRC 
and not NMRC shaping the 
industry, advising that the 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), through the NMRC, 
should be listening to the 
voice of the industry.  “Ex-
perience has proved to me 
that the CBN is quite ready 
to listen and learn. The prob-
lem here however, is that 
the industry has been rather 
passive”, she noted.

This industry has to be 
standardised so that global 
players, from global per-
spectives, could view the 
local industry from the 
perspective of NMRC and 
mortgage banking associa-
tion of Nigeria (MBAN) and 
see something to hold on to 

in their investment deci-
sions. Despite the current 
challenges, the Nigerian 
economy could convenient-
ly support the growth of the 
mortgage industry as the 
country is one of the fastest 
growing economies in the 
world where talent resource 
is amazing.

The mortgage consultant 
advises further that Nigeria 
needs to understand there 
is time for competition and 
also time for association 
and each is as critical as the 
other. “The only thing that 
will stop this industry from 
growing is over-regulation 
by people who are not in the 
industry and therefore will 
not understand the effect 

tion; President Clinton go-
ing “missing” for hours, his 
whereabouts unknown to 
staff, not even the Secret 
Service who should know 
where the president is at 
all times, not even the first 
lady, whereas previous 
presidents maintained 
an unbreakable link 24 
hours a day between 
themselves and their key 
advisers, especially at the 
Defense Department; the 
Clintons giving “no appar-
ent thought” to “matching 
experience and educa-
tion with particular job 
vacancies”; the first lady 
being so influential and 
overbearing that she was 
referred to as “Mrs Presi-
dent” in some quarters; 
etc.

After reading Unlim-
ited Access, I am no lon-
ger surprised why wide-
spread scandals nearly 
rocked the Clinton presi-
dency. My take is that if 
all the allegations made 
in the book are true, and 
if they are public knowl-
edge, then Americans 
and the world should by 
now already know what 
to expect under a Hillary 
Clinton presidency. If ho-
mosexuality, which was 
such a big issue as to com-
pel President Johnson in 
1964 to institute a process 
of background investiga-
tions into would-be White 
House employees, is now 
a “fundamental human 
right” in the US, it may go 
to show how much lower 
White House standards, 
and the overall standards 
of the American society, 
have dipped since 1996.

 
PS: Being an abridged 

version of an earlier article, 
‘The Clintons, the White 
House and Aso Rock’, pub-
lished in BusinessDay, No-
vember 6, 2015.
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(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO

22Sunday 13 November 2016 SUNDAYBD C002D5556



Comment Send 800word comments to comment@businessdayonline.com
comment is free

L
ast year, it was hurricane 
Buhari in the Nigerian 
national elections. This 
time around it is hurricane 
Trump in the United States. 

Against all odds, Mr. Donald Trump 
has bulldozed his way to the White 
House, thus becoming the 45th 
President of the United States. This 
is the first time in the history of the 
United States’ political structure that 
a contestant considered as ‘outsider’ 
would be elected President. Trump is 
not your typical everyday politician. 
His own political party was not actually 
in his support. Major media houses in 
the country were against him.

But all that matters no more. In a 
uniquely dramatic and historic poll, 
Trump won in key swing states of 
Florida, North Carolina and Ohio, as 
he marched towards the White House. 
However, unlike Mr. Trump who 
had earlier stated that he wouldn’t 
concede defeat if he lost the election, 
Mrs. Clinton called to congratulate the 
President elect even while awaiting a 
few outstanding poll results.  

While addressing a group of 
his supporters at his campaign 
headquarters in New York, Mr Trump 
pledged that he would be “president 

Now that Trump has triumphed 
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for all Americans”. He promised to 
connect with a lot of the people who 
had not supported him with a view to 
uniting a seriously divided country.

In a largely uninspiring and dull 
speech, Mr. Trump said: “Now it’s 
time to bind the wounds of division. I 
say to Democrats and Republicans, it 
is time come together as one united 
people.”I pledge to be president for all 
Americans”. Mr. Trump further added: 
“The forgotten men and women of our 
country will be forgotten no longer.”

Offering a hint as to how he was 
able to walk his way to the White House 
against all odds, Mr. Trump revealed 
that it was not really a campaign but a 
movement that had given him victory.

In sharp departure from his 
characteristic brutal tough talking 
tone, Trump’s speech was unusually 
subdued and patronizing. He caught a 
picture of one who is humbled in victory 
as he commended Mrs. Clinton and 
her team for a hard fought poll. Could 
this be the sign of things to come? Now 
that Trump has triumphed, could it be 
that the world might be seeing a more 
urbane and sober character? Well, time 
will tell.

But then, the outcome of the United 
States Presidential election still leaves 
so many questions unanswered. For 
instance, how did a political rookie like 
Mr. Trump record such unbelievable 
feat of upstaging an established 
politician of Mrs. Clinton pedigree? 
How did a man who primes himself 
as being smart, having cleverly (or 
mischievously) evaded tax for eighteen 
years, find his way into the White 

House? Why did Americans prefer a 
candidate who pledged to shut the 
doors of the country on other nations? 
How did a supposedly woman abuser 
warm his way into the electorates 
hearts? How did a man who publicly 
called a fellow contestant “a nasty 
woman” triumph at the poll? These 
are some of the questions that political 
commentators, analysts and experts 
might be attempting to proffer answers 
to in the coming days.   

In the meantime, one could see the 
similitude of the Buhari change mantra 
antic at play in the just concluded 
American election. In the Nigerian 
experience, the electorates massively 
voted out the previous administration 
based on their disappointment over 
the economy, recurrent fuel crisis, 
perceived corrupt tendencies, security 
challenges and infrastructure decay 
among others. Though most electorates 
were not really certain about the 
competence and preparedness of 
President Buhari to handle the top 
job, they, nevertheless, expressed their 
frustration with the past administration 
by massively voting it out of office. A 
case of when we get to the bridge, we 
will cross it?

In same manner, it is plausible that 
the American electorates merely used 
this election to express their frustration 
at the inability of the American political 
system, over the years, to really turn 
things around for the people. When 
current American President, Barrack 
Obama, began his campaign for the 
presidency, his slogan, “Yes we can”, 
was about hope and change.

Like Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Martin Luther King and Bill 
Clinton, Obama dazzled Americans 
with his messages of hope and new 
beginnings. He spoke glowingly on 
how he would create jobs, improve 
the economy, regulate taxes, reduce 
deficits, improve energy and education 
in addition to promoting world peace. 
The magic paid off! Swayed by these 
promises, Americans overwhelmingly 
electedObama president, thereby 
making him the first African –American 
to hold sway at the White House.

How e v e r,  w i t h  m i l l i o n s  o f 
Americans out of work, and many 
others underemployed, Obama lost the 
momentum. Suddenly, his ‘Hope and 
Change’ slogan was being sarcastically 
derided by Americans with: “We hope 
he changes.”

 As he comes close to the eighth 
anniversary of his presidency, things 
are no longer at ease in the country. 
A recent survey indicates that more 
Americans see him as ‘incompetent’ 
or ‘lame duck’. His foreign and domestic 
policies are being fiercely criticized. 
According to a recent ABC polls, 65% 
of his countrymen are of the views that 
America is on the “wrong track.”

The outcome of the just concluded 
American elections in which the 
Republican swept all the major stakes, 
without a doubt, could be a reflection 
of the poor rating of Obama. The 
electorates possibly meted out their 
disenchantment with the system on 
Mrs. Clinton who is equally deemed an 
embodiment of the ‘rigged’ American 
system.   
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Whether you are a veteran 
with over 20 years of 
experience under your 

belt or a fresh-faced newbie straight 
out of the university, a Nigerian 
office can be a war zone for anyone. 
A complex social environment 
with a wide variety of people and 
personalities, you find you have 
to work with different types of 
people that you may or may not 
like to achieve a common goal in a 
Nigerian office.

O f  c o u r s e,  e a c h  w o r k i n g 
environment can differ greatly 
according to its industry and 
company culture, however, there 
are certain types of people you’re 
destined to meet in every workplace 
in Nigeria. Jumia Travel, Africa’s No.1 
online hotel booking portal, reveals 
seven of these type of people and 
how to avoid strangling each one.

The oppressor
Usually an uptight authority 

Seven kinds of people you find in every Nigerian office

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

figure in the firm, The oppressor 
makes things tense for everyone. 
They are extremely demanding and 
have very unrealistic expectations. 
No matter how hard you try to 
impress them, it seems like you just 
can’t do enough.  While it may seem 
impossible to change this person’s 
attitude, however, you always 
have the power to control yours. 
Try flipping your perspective and 
seeing things from your supervisor’s 
point of view, no matter how hard it 
seems, and you will find you may be 
able to better understand how they 
work and why they expect the things 
they do. While this may not make 
them less demanding, it can relieve 
some of the stress and tension that 
you feel all the time they are around.

The veteran
This person has been a working 

member of staff in the company 
since the organization’s formative 
years, yet he does not have a statue 
or mural in honour of his tenure in 
the company. He does not trust the 
new kids on the block and he is not 
keen about change. Basically, he 
thrives on routine and so is stuck 
in his ways and it’s killing your 
workflow efficiency. Again, he never 
misses a chance to remind you 
that he’s been with the company 

one doing the job, but in reality, 
they just pass on the tasks to 
others and take all the glory. They 
give the image of being actual 
contributors to the team, but 
in reality, they do nothing. It is 
usually a horrible situation when 
this person is your boss or team 
head as you end up doing both 
your work and his/her work. Best 
thing to do is raise your concerns 
when you feel you need to, and 
if they are subordinates, try and 
mentor them. Also, giving them 
clear deadline go a long way.

The by-product of nepotism
T h i s  i s  N i g e r i a  a n d  y e s ! 

Nepotism is a thing. This kind of 
worker is the one that got the job 
because his dad was classmates 
with the CEO or his mother is in 
the same church as the owner. He 
keeps rising in the company, not 
because he is so skilled or talented, 
but because of his connection and 
there’s nothing you can really do 
about that. It actually pays to be 
friends with this kind of worker as 
you never know from where favour 
may come.

The gossip
Don’t be deluded, this person 

is not always a girl. The gossip has 

the ears of a bat and the mouth 
of a magpie, and as such, has all 
the juicy gist in the office.  He/she 
has firsthand information about 
the boss’s love life, the financial 
situation of the company and know 
who is getting sacked or getting a 
raise. Actually, the Office Gossip is a 
lot of fun to be around, but you have 
to be careful what you say to them 
as you never know how far he/she 
can take it. Again, if you become 
too close to them, your image may 
be tarred, and this can be quite 
undermining. You can, however, 
use them if you want to spread any 
information that may be beneficial 
to you in the end.

The kiss-ass
This person is an overachiever 

and they are always sucking up to 
those above. Their main aim is to 
ensure they are in the good books 
of the relevant authority. They will 
laugh at the boss’ jokes even when 
they are not exactly funny and will 
go out of their way to do things that 
are not in their job description. 
Basically, they try to make every 
other person look bad so they come 
off as the shining star. This kind of 
worker is irritating and cannot be 
trusted as they can easily backstab 
colleagues.
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so long. The key to getting the old 
guy on board is: figure out ways to 
incorporate his good ideas while 
cutting the fat. Showing him your 
ideas will make things easier, but 
don’t forget to acknowledge his 
know-how, that way he won’t feel 
slighted or left out.

The complainer
The complainer has a comment 

to make about everything that goes 
on in the office. He/she complains 
before completing almost every 
single task probably because they 
may fall under one or a few of 
the  fol low ing lab els :  b ore d, 
disgruntled, busy, or unhappy 
with their work. They are not a lot 
of fun to be around as they drain 
the energy in the office as they 
seem to be pessimists. Basically, if 
complaining were a method that 
would drive a company’s profits 
and boost its goodwill among its 
stakeholders, then they’d be an 
asset. You really do not want to 
associate yourself with this kind 
of person.

The slacker
It is risky to have this person 

as a mentor or friend as they 
are super sly. They like to give 
the impression that they are the 

W
e live in an age of tragic 
health paradoxes. 
Mass immunization 
c a m p a i g n s  h av e 
eliminated entire 

diseases, but children in countries like 
Haiti and Bangladesh continue to die 
of easily treatable diseases caused by 
common pathogens. Globalization has 
lifted millions of people out of extreme 
poverty, but has left them exposed to 
the non-communicable diseases of the 
post-industrial age – from diabetes to 
heart disease – in countries that lack 
the resources to treat them.

Underlying these paradoxes is yet 
another: the vast majority of health 
research is conducted in wealthy 
economies, but the vast majority of 
the global public-health burden falls 
on low- and middle-income countries. 
There is something grossly inefficient 
– even immoral – about this allocation 
of resources, which undermines the 
development of health solutions for 
those who need them most.

To be sure,  it  was possible 

The developing world’s health innovators
to address the first generation of 
global development problems with 
straightforward transfers of capital and 
solutions from rich to poor countries. 
Examples include programs to boost 
primary-school enrolment and, in 
public health, mass immunization 
campaigns.

But  the new generation of 
development problems, from the 
quality of education to child deaths 
from treatable diseases, will not be so 
easy to resolve. They demand long-
term capacity building and knowledge 
transfers from rich to poor countries, 
with the latter gaining far more agency 
in developing solutions.

In other words, the focus of 
global public-health strategies and 
investments should shift toward 
reducing the structural disparities 
between rich and poor countries, 
in terms of  their  capacity for 
medical research and public-health 
implementation. This mission – which, 
I would argue, should be the main 
goal of global public-health efforts 
today – would entail a central role 
for institutions like the International 
Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research 
(icddr,b), based in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
where I work as a scientist.

As it stands, most global public-
health activities involve researchers 
from advanced countries leading local 
teams in developing countries. While 
this is better than imposing ready-
made solutions on the developing 
world, as occurred during the Cold 
War, it is not good enough. Medical 

delivering “bubble CPAP” (continuous 
positive airway pressure), which 
keeps air flowing during the process 
of treating severe pneumonia. Trevor 
Duke, Director of the Centre for 
International Child Health at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital at the University 
of Melbourne, also participated in 
the project.

Our version of bubble CPAP, which 
uses cheap and readily available 
materials like plastic tubing and 
shampoo bottles, proved in trials to be 
more effective than the standard low-
flow oxygen therapy recommended 
by the World Health Organization. 
Following the trial, the Dhaka Hospital 
of icddr,b implemented the new 
low-cost bubble CPAP, instead of the 
WHO-recommended therapy, as part 
of standard treatment of children with 
pneumonia. Since then, the death rate 
for bubble CPAP-treated patients has 
fallen from 21% to just 6%.

These remarkable successes stem 
from the fact that icddr,b researchers 
– most of them Bangladeshis who 
trained abroad – are well acquainted 
with the problems they are trying 
to address. They understand what it 
means to face severe – and, to some 
extent, insurmountable – resource 
constraints.

The 15-year MDG experience 
made clear the indisputable potential 
of developing-country innovation to 
advance public health. Fortunately, 
world leaders seem to have taken 
that lesson to heart: the Sustainable 
Development Goals – the ambitious 

post-2015 development agenda 
adopted at the UN last September 
– are premised on the idea of local 
ownership.

But, despite vocal support for 
locally led research and development, 
severe constraints to developing-
country innovation remain – and must 
urgently be removed. Unsurprisingly, 
the tightest constraint is the lack of 
resources, both human and financial. 
To ease it, developed and developing 
countries must now work together 
to ensure adequate investment to 
support local efforts reliably and 
sustainably.

With adequate support from 
local and international financing 
mechanisms, more innovation hubs 
like icddr,b could emerge and flourish 
in poor countries. By advancing 
knowledge sharing and technology 
transfer, these hubs would enhance 
cooperation among developing 
countries, and help us finally overcome 
the persistent and tragic disparities 
that plague global health.

Health innovations developed in 
the world’s poor countries have passed 
the test of scalability and applicability 
in the places that need them most. With 
the majority of the world’s population 
living in resource-challenged settings, 
we must recognize – and invest in – the 
efforts of those who are pushing the 
frontiers of medical science in the 
developing world.

(C): Project Syndicate

research and policy implementation 
in the developing world must be led 
by researchers and specialists from 
low- and middle-income countries – 
people who can combine cutting-edge 
scientific expertise with an intimate 
understanding of local contexts.

The value of developing-country-
led innovation has been demonstrated 
time and again. Over the last 15 years, 
scientific innovations spearheaded 
by developing countries contributed 
significantly to progress on the United 
Nations Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), particularly those 
related to global health.

The contributions of icddr,b 
alone are enough to prove the 
value of developing-country health 
innovation. The institute’s researchers 
carry out innovative and complex 
science, from classic clinical trials 
and epidemiological studies to 
behavioural-modification trials aimed 
at reducing the spread of infectious 
disease – with remarkable results.

An iconic example of icddr,b’s work 
is oral rehydration solution (ORS), 
a simple balanced solution of sugar 
and salt administered orally to people 
suffering from diarrheal diseases like 
cholera. That solution, which icddr,b 
played a central role in developing, 
has prevented an estimated 40 million 
deaths globally since the 1960s, and 
has been called one of the most 
important medical inventions of the 
twentieth century.

More recently, my team and I 
developed a new low-cost system for 
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T
his week’s legislative 
session ended on a re-
markable note, as one 
of the most proactive 

Edo lawmakers in the House of 
Representatives, Phillip Shuaibu, 
formally quit for another politi-
cal assignment in his home state, 
to co-pilot the affairs of Edo State 
in the next four years, alongside 
Governor Godwin Obaseki who 
were elected on the platform of 
All Progressives Congress (APC). 
The 47-year old Shuaibu, who 
was known for his doggedness 
as a student activist during the 
military junta of Sani Abacha, 
recalled his way to stardom since 
the anti-military junta campaign 
and the Media’s intervention 
over his eventual detention.

“Many people in Nigeria now 
know me as somebody in the 
House because of you. If you 
haven’t reported my activities 
while I was here, nobody would 
have known that I was in the 
Green Chamber. So I always tell 
you that I’m also a journalist by 
virtue of my association with 
you. I want to give all of you the 
credit, so I want to thank mem-
bers of the Fourth Estate. Be-
cause if not for you, I will not be 
living today. If you did not report 
that one guy was also arrested in 
Yaba and you have released ev-
ery other person but this young 

man is still not seen. It’s either 
you tell us where you buried 
him or you release him. That 
was when they knew that about 
seven of us were still detained 
somewhere in Gusha prison 
over a rally that took place along 
with Gani Fawehinmi and oth-
ers. Where young men were us-
ing energy earnestly asking for 
Abacha, we were earnestly say-
ing Abacha must go. We were 
with Gani, we did it in Yaba, we 
did it in Plateau, we did it under 
the bridge and in one of those 
incidences, I was arrested and 
forgotten when big men that led 
us were released and they didn’t 
know that we were in the other 
cell in the same Gusha prison. 
So they released the big ones 
that they know and it was you 
that made them to realise that 
yes these ones are not out but 
there’s still this other list and my 
name was among the other list 
that you published. A week later, 
we were all released. So you can 
see why I can never forget you 
and I will always remain with 
you because you saved my life,” 
enthusiastic Shuaibu narrated.

When acknowledged and 
given the platform to address 
us (Legislative Correspondents), 
Folly Ogedengbe, the incumbent 
Majority Leader of the Edo State 
House of Assembly who attend-

ed the valedictory session held 
in honour of Shuaibu, attested to 
the Deputy Governor’s potency 
to bridge the gap between the 
Executive and Legislature.

“We are happy to have him 
back in Edo State because apart 
from his wealth of experience as 
a Legislator, he was in Edo State 
House of Assembly for eight 
years before he was elected and 
the people asked him to come to 
the National Assembly. He is go-
ing to act as a bridge between the 
Legislature and the Executive. 
He has started doing it and we 
believe he’s a great asset and that 
he’s going to further help to take 
our state to the next level. I want 
to thank you for the support 
you’ve given to him and I want to 
assure you that he will not disap-
point you, we know that he will 
not disappoint the people of Edo 
State. I also know as a product of 
this House, he will not disappoint 
you,” Ogedengbe assured.

Some of his co-activists, who 
fortunately made it to the Fed-
eral House of Representatives 
include Tajudeen Yusuf, Tony 
Nwoye, among others did not 
fail to extol the virtues of the 
Jolly-Little-Fellow Shuaibu.

For Yusuf (PDP-Kogi), “Grow-
ing up within the age bracket 
and schooling together with 
Hon. Philip Shuaibu in Univer-

sity of Jos, he also joined us in the 
struggle to fight for democracy 
as young activists fresh out of 
school.

“One thing that I will em-
phasise for him and all of us is 
that life takes you on a journey 
and God leads your way. He’s 
even over-qualified as a deputy 
governor and I pray that may 
God give you the grace to hold 
the office and deliver on your 
mandate to the people who have 
elected you.”

In his remarks, Tony Nwoye, 
one-time President of National 
Association of Nigerian Students 
(NANS), simply described Sh-
uaibu as “a man who believes in 
humility and the true course of 
service to humanity.

“Even when we had differ-
ences as students’ unionists 
due to differences of camps and 
interests, he kept encouraging 
me when I was running for the 
governorship of Anambra state.”

More thrilling were the words 
of Nicholas Ossai (PDP-Delta), 
who showered encomium on Sh-
uaibu for his readiness to lay his 
life for the course of the Nigerian 
students while serving in NANS.

When Aminu Sulaiman 
(APC-Kano) popularly called 
‘Honourable Comrade’ took 
over the floor, he recalled the 
outburst of emotion of Shuaibu 

when the outgoing Edo State 
Governor, Adams Oshiomhole 
was declared as the State Gov-
ernor after the legal tussle. “I 
came to know Shuaibu in 2008. 
At that time, the former NLC 
president was fighting his elec-
toral case in court. But when it 
was pronounced at the Appeal 
Court that Comrade Adams Os-
hiomhole had been returned as 
validly elected Governor of Edo 
state, the young man (Shuaibu) 
burst into tears. And I asked, 
who was that, they said, it was 
the Minority Leader of the State 
Assembly. And that was when 
I took notice of his passion for 
democracy, the people’s course 
and representation. I know and 
have no doubt that he will do 
well, having learnt the robe of 
governance from the Comrade 
Governor.”

As Phillip Shuaibu, Edo deputy governor, steps into office
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A 
Latin maxim says, “He 
who comes to equity 
must come with clean 
hands”. This was the 

subtle message of the Senate to 
the Presidency when it rejected 
the 2016 Budget of the Federal 
Inland Revenue Service (FIRS).

For an arm of government 
that has been tainted as being 
‘corrupt’ by the Executive, the 
Legislature by its action, asked 
the Executive to first get rid of 
the log in its own eye before 
removing the speck in other’s.

Otherwise, who would have 
envisaged that with the con-
troversy that trailed the 2016 
budget, the Executive would 
repeat the mistakes of the past 
by presenting yet another pad-
ded budget?

All eyes are now on the Sen-
ate Committee on Finance to 
tidy up the document and report 
back in one week.

The John Enoh-led com-
mittee received bashing from 
lawmakers for approving the 

agency’s budget despite ambi-
guities, padding and duplication 
of projects. To put it succinctly, 
the committee was chided for 
approving a ‘copy and paste’ 
budget.

It was revealed that a member 
of the committee pointed out the 
ambiguities to Senate President 
Bukola Saraki, who promised to 
give proper scrutiny to the com-
mittee’s report. 

With six weeks to the end of 
the year, the 2016 budgets of 37 
federal agencies are still uncer-
tain, as it was also revealed that 
most of the agencies are yet to 
defend their budgets. Also, the 
oversight functions of the com-
mittees over the performance 
of the 2016 budget did not help 
matters.

For an administration known 
for integrity and anti-corrup-
tion, it is unthinkable that a 
document emanating from the 
Executive would be enmeshed 
in such controversy. One would 
have thought that the Presiden-
cy would have learnt its lessons 
from the controversy surround-
ing the ‘missing’ 2016 Budget.

Besides the budget of the 
Nigerian Communications Com-
mission (NCC) passed by the 
Senate last month, 2016 budgets 
of 37 other federal agencies are 
still pending in the upper legisla-
tive chamber.

They include those of the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC), Central 

Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Nigerian 
Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(NDIC), Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority (NCAA),  Federal In-
land Revenue Service (FIRS), Ni-
gerian Immigration Service (NIS),  
Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC), Bureau of 
Public Enterprises (BPE) and 
National Agencies for Science 
and Engineering Infrastructure, 
Nigerian Customs Service (NCS), 
National Broadcasting Commis-
sion (NBS) and National Insur-
ance Commission (NIC).

Others are: Nigerian Airspace 
Management Agency (NAMÀ), 
Nigerian Shippers Council (NSC), 
National Maritime Authority 
(NMA), Raw Materials Research 
and Development Council, Na-
tional Sugar Development Coun-
cil, Nigerian Postal Service (NPS), 
Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), 
Federal Airport Authority of 
Nigeria (FAAN), Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC), 
Nigerian Tourism Development 
Corporation (NTDC), National 
Agency for Food and Drugs 
Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC) and News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN). 

Also included are: Nigerian 
Copyrights Commission (NCC), 
Radio Nigeria, Federal Hous-
ing Authority (FHA), Nigerian 
Television Authority (NTA), 
National Automotive Design and 
Development Council, Nigerian 
Nuclear Regulatory Authority, 
National Business and Technical 

Examination Board (NABTEB), 
Federal Mortgage Board, Na-
tional Environmental Standards 
and Regulations Enforcement 
Agency, Industrial Training 
Fund (ITF), Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC), Standards 
Organisation of Nigeria (SON) 
as well as Oil and Gas Free Zone 
Authority.

It emerged last week also that 
the Red Chamber had returned 
the Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework (MTEF)

and the $29.9 billion external 
loan request to the Executive 
arm of government due to lack 
of supporting documentation 
and details of where the expen-
ditures would be allocated.

As things stand, it is easier 
for a camel to pass through the 
eye of a needle than for the 2017 
budget to be passed this year.

In the same token, the Sen-
ate failed to pass the Nigerian 
Sovereign Wealth Authority 
Act, 2011 Amendment Bill 2016. 
The report of the amendment 
bill was also presented by the 
Enoh-led Committee.

The lawmakers failed to pass 
the bill because of constitutional 
conflicts.

According to the Deputy 
President of the Senate, Ike 
Ekweremadu, it will be illegal to 
pass the amendment bill without 
first amending the constitution 
which stipulates how monies 
accruable to the Federation Ac-
count should be shared among 

the three tiers of government.
The report was subsequently 

suspended, pending when the 
National Assembly will conclude 
its ongoing constitution review 
exercise which is expected to 
address the conflicts observed 
in the report.

The following bills passed 
First Reading last week. They 
include: Consumer Prote c-
tion Council Act (Repeal and 
Re-enactment) Bill, Mortgage 
Institutions and Allied Mat-
ters Act (Amendment) Bill, Tax 
Incentives Management and 
Transparency Bill, Constituency 
Development Fund Bill, Local 
Government (Repeal) Bill, TET-
FUND Act (Amendment) Bill, 
1999 Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria (Alteration) 
Bill; Compulsory. 

Others are: Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria Act (Amend-
ment) Bill, Facilities Managers 
(Establishment, etc) Bill, Arbi-
tration and Reconciliation Act 
(Amendment) Bill, Nigerian 
Bank of Industry (Establish-
ment, etc), Bill, Child Right Act 
2003 (Amendment) Bill, Free 
Universal Basic Education Act 
2004 (Amendment) Bill, Com-
panies and Allied Matters Act 
(Amendment) Bill, Residency 
Rights of every Citizen of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria Bill, 
Credit Bureau Reporting Bill, 
Secured Transactions on Mov-
able Assets Bill and Proceeds of 
Crimes Bill.

The return of ‘copy and paste’ budget



T
his is a million dollar question on 
the lips of many political analysts 
following the renewal of frosty 
relationship between the Senate 
and the Presidency penultimate 

week.
It was a week replete with hostility, 

bad blood, attacks, threats from the upper 
legislative chamber against the Executive 
on the one hand and the Senate and the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) on the 
other hand.

With 60 senators in its kitty, represent-
ing 57 percent of the 105 parliament and 
enjoying the cooperation of majority of 
the opposition lawmakers, many observ-
ers had thought that this would translate 
to expeditious approval of executive com-
munications from the President but this is 
not the case.

Penultimate Tuesday, Senate rejected 
President Buhari’s $29.9billion external 
loan request and asked the Federal Gov-
ernment to present a clear framework on 
the N500billion intervention programme. 
The following day, Wednesday, the upper 
chamber threatened to shut down ple-
nary if the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) failed to conclude the 
pending parliamentary elections in Rivers 
State by December 10, while on Thursday, 
parliament described the 2017 to 2019 
Medium Term Expenditure Framework 
(MTEF) as ‘empty’. Not done yet, it said 
the Buhari-led government was padded 
with saboteurs. Meanwhile, budgets of 37 
federal agencies and long list of nominees 
of federal agencies are yet to be approved 
by parliament. 

But for the intervention of the Senate 
President Bukola Saraki, the legislative 
body also rejected the confirmation of 
46 non-career ambassadorial nominees. 
Coincidentally, Saraki’s trial resumes at 
the Code of Conduct Tribunal (CCT) that 
same week.

The Number Three Citizen could not 
hide his feelings against the John Odigie-
Oyegun-led APC when he expressed regret 
that the party’s national leadership had not 
paid a courtesy call on the APC National 
Assembly Caucus since the inauguration of 
the 8th National Assembly on June 9, 2015.

A highly placed source in the National 
Assembly attributed the disposition of the 
APC leadership to the adage which says: 
“The friend of my enemy is my enemy”. 
According to the source who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, APC leaders would 
not want to be seen hobnobbing with the 
current National Assembly leadership in 
order not to incur the wrath of the Presi-
dent, following the controversial manner 
they emerged.

The development is in contrast to the 
opposition People’s Democratic Party (PDP), 
whose National Caretaker Committee and 
Board of Trustees (BoT) have paid several 
visits to PDP National Assembly Caucus 
to bring them up to speed about develop-
ments in the party. 

Findings also revealed that unlike for-
mer President Olusegun Obasanjo who 
employed the stick and carrot approach 
with the National Assembly, the ‘cordial 
relationship’ from the David Mark-led 
Senate witnessed a dramatic ‘one-day’ 
budget passage in 2008; former Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan employed the 
carrot approach. Another source stated 
that if Buhari could effectively lobby 
the Senate, the Red Chamber would 
soft-pedal on some of the hard stance it 
took recently.

Disturbed by the cold relationship 
b etwe en the Exe cutive arm of gov-

ernment, the National Assembly and 
the ruling party, Chairman of the All 
Progressive Congress (APC) Governors’ 
Forum, Rochas Okorocha visited the Sen-
ate President, where he preached unity 
within the party.

Though the governor of Imo State 
admitted that his visit to the Senate was 
belated, he stressed that “It is never late to 
make amends where possible”.

This is the first time the Imo State gover-
nor would visit the Senate President since 
he was elected as the number three citizen 
on June 9, 2015.

The party has been plagued with intra-
party crisis, with APC Acting National 
Publicity Secretary Timi Frank threatening 
that aggrieved party members would quit 
the party and seek alternative platform, 
should the party fail to put its house in order 
by January 2017.

Okorocha also admitted that the party 
and the Presidency did not get their politics 
right, hence the in-fighting between the 
Presidency and the Senate on the one hand 
and the Senate and the ruling party on the 
other hand.

He therefore, wondered why the APC-
led government is not enjoying what PDP 
administrations enjoyed during their 16-
year in office, stressing that the party did 
not manage its victory well.

“We became a government when no one 
gave us a chance to be so. And shortly, Nige-
rians believed in us and entrusted us with 
the responsibility of leading this nation. But 
one year and several months after, we have 
not been able to manage this God-given vic-
tory very well and it is very worrisome, Mr. 
Senate President, Okorocha said.

He further said: “Nigerians expect so 
much from us but yet we seem to be in 
crisis within ourselves. Not crisis made by 
the opposition parties but crisis created by 
ourselves for ourselves and which has kept 
us in total difficult position that we are not 
making the headway we need to make as 
a party.

“One wonders then what went wrong. 
Where did we get it wrong? And after 
these troubles and after the much hope 
we have given to Nigerians, we still cannot 
work together as a party, as a family. And 
I noticed particularly that there is so much 
bitterness in the system - from the party, 
from the legislature, from the executive, 
from the governors - and it seems to me like 
there is no more platforms for us to chant 
those old songs which we used to sing in the 
days of struggle for change. One wonders, 
was this the change we were asking for? I 
think Nigerians expect so much from us and 
at the end of it all.

“Nigerians will not ask us, how many 
of each other we have been able to destroy 
or how many we have been able to bring 
down. But they will ask us how many 
plates of food we have put on the table 
of the common man who elected us. So, I 
am here Mr. President of the Senate to call 
for unity among us and our party. And to 
sheath our swords in whatever form anger 
has gotten to us.

“We noticed and we know that we are a 
party in majority at the National Assembly 
and we are a party with majority in the 
number of governors - state houses of as-
sembly - but we notice there is no cordial 
relationship between the Governors, the 
Executive and the legislature.

“And let me re-emphasise that in all these 
arms of government, it is only the legisla-
ture with the executive that are the elected 
members. Not the Judiciary. And Nigerians 
will hold us responsible as the executive and 
legislative arms of government. So, we must 
act quickly to ensure peace reigns among us. 
I have discussed with the party - that was 
my first point of call - to seek what we must 
do to forge a way forward.

“The governors recently met with the 
President all in a bid to move this party 
forward and bring about unity. Today, I am 
before you, the Senate President, number 
three citizen of this country and I ask you to 
use your wisdom to bring peace among our 

party. We need to enjoy that very vibrancy 
for which the National Assembly has been 
known for. We need to enjoy those things 
that PDP used to enjoy when they were a 
majority in the National Assembly.

“The APC government must see you 
as majority in the National Assembly not 
minority in the house. My Senate President, 
my Senate President, my Senate President, 
to whom much is given, much is expected 
and two wrongs can never make a right. It 
takes one arm of a relationship to make good 
the other. I liken my situation to what I see 
in my own government that it is difficult to 
succeed as an executive if you do not have 
the proper support of the legislature”.

The governor also disclosed that the 
President has “agreed to address the leader-
ship of our party very soon”, adding that his 
visit to the Senate President was meant to 
‘smoothen the rough edges’.

In his response, the Senate President 
told the Chairman of APC Governors’ Fo-
rum that he has raised vital issues that the 
APC National Assembly caucus would look 
into, while assuring the Governor that the 
Senate will work in synergy to deliver the 
dividends of democracy to Nigerians that 
voted the APC into power.

Saraki admitted that the crisis in the 
party is surmountable, saying nonetheless 
that the doors of National Assembly is open 
to the party as he noted that it remains a 
surprise that the leadership of the APC has 
not deemed it fit in the last 16 months to 
visit and meet with their members in the 
National Assembly.

He maintained that with synergy be-
tween the party, the executive and legisla-
ture, the interest of the common man would 
be maintained.

The Senate President told the Chairman 
of APC Governors’ Forum that the Senate is 
already working to complement the execu-
tive arm in churning out laws that will help 
turn around the economy.

Saraki who was joined by Senate leader, 
Ali Ndume, Senators Dino Melaye, Rafiu 
Ibrahim, Hama Isa Misau and Aliyu Sabi 
Abdullahi in receiving Okorocha further 
said that the APC caucus in the Senate is 
working with their colleagues in the other 
parties to ensure that issues of security, 
economic development and corruption are 
concentrated upon in the remaining tenure 
of the current Senate.

In a chat with BDSUNDAY, Auwal Ibra-
him Musa (Rafsanjani), Executive Director, 
Civil Society Legislative Advocacy Centre 
(CISLAC) blamed the delay in the passage 
of budgets of 37 federal agencies on the 
in-fighting between the Executive and the 
Legislative arms of government.

According to him, when two elephants 
fight, it is the grass that suffers.

His words: “It appears to me that both 
the Legislature and the Executive did not 
prepare for the work that is ahead of them. 
We have serious things but I did not think 
that our Executive and the National As-
sembly members are prepared to take the 
challenges before them. I think they have 
underestimated the numerous problems 
and attention that is needed for them to 
play in order to galvanise and put things 
to work in Nigeria.

“That is why all this in-fighting is not 
helpful because we have more serious is-
sues to face than this personality quarrel 
that they are having.

“It’s a serious concern that the National 
Assembly has not been able to do that. And 
this shows the decline in the capacity to 
be able to carry out legislative work in the 
National Assembly”.

Politics
Is Buhari getting his politics right 
at the National Assembly?
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A
s a seasoned engineer and 
a prominent member of 
the House Committee 
on Works, how best do 
you think we can fix our 

roads?
I have passion for works. So as an 

engineer really it is one of the things I 
supposed to really show much interest 
in. Coming down to our state of roads 
in Nigeria, I think we have some basic 
problems. If you look at some other 
countries where they have their road 
infrastructure working well for them, 
they don’t rely on government subven-
tion to service and manage such roads. 
But here in Nigeria we rely solely on 
the stipend that comes from the gov-
ernment to maintain our roads, which 
to me is nothing to write home about. 
Road infrastructure requires a special 
attention and before we even go into 
that, let us talk about our budget sys-
tem; in road construction you know 
you have less than six months of active 
work, the contractor cannot really 
work during the raining season; that is, 
there is a limit to the amount of work 
that the contractor can really carry out 
during rainy season. So we have four, 
five, maximum of six months of dry 
season for them to work. And if you 
look at our budget system in Nigeria 
mostly we pass our budget during 
rainy season, by the time they release 
funds during that season, the contrac-
tor may not be able to commence work. 
And besides that, appropriation. For 
example, if you have a project of N2 
billion and the contract period hap-
pens to be 24 months which means we 
are expecting the contractor to deliver 
in 24 months and by the time you are 
appropriating funds for such project in 
the budget, you are appropriating 300 
million. And if you are appropriating 
300 million which means that project 
will last for six or seven years, no con-
tractor will use his personal money 
or take loan facility from anywhere 
to come and sponsor roads and is the 
problem we are having in the area of 
roads that has been causing confusion.

Then coming to the funding per se, 
we don’t have enough funds to fund 
our roads but I believe very soon if the 
House can graciously pass about two or 
three bills on road management funds, 
there will be some positive develop-
ment. There’s some money reserved 
for road maintenance apart from what 
comes from government through bud-
getary allocations. So getting this fund 
will enable us to maintain our roads 
and maintain them well. This is how 
things are done in some other areas.

I know in the 7th Assembly I hap-
pened to be privileged to work in 
the committee of works, we went to 
about three to four countries; South 

can use power for; we now run such a 
business on generating plant and it has 
been very expensive. So, if we can get 
a facility to fix all these areas, for me 
I think it is a welcome development.

With majority opposing the bor-
rowing, do you see them making a 
U-Turn?

Personally, I don’t oppose it and 
I won’t oppose it and I would even 
encourage our people to support the 
idea. But the only thing I would have 
loved the executive to do is to break 
the reason for the loan in detail. If you 
look at the letter sent to the Senate, at 
the last paragraph of the letter, they 
said some documents were attached to 
those letters but at the end of the day 
no document was attached. So, if I find 
myself in that shoe, I would also turn 
it down. You said some documents are 
attached to the letter but those docu-
ments I don’t have access to them, let 
me have the documents and then look 
at the break down before I can pass it.

Some lawmakers were of the view 
that the borrowing proposal was 
lopsidedness and tends to marginalise 
them; do you agree with them?

This is a nation, you cannot borrow 
such an amount of money and divert it 
to a region; it must cut across.

From recent happenings, all is not 
well within your party (APC) and 
Nigerians have this belief that they 
voted for change but are seeing some-
thing different. What is your reaction 
on that?

If you want to discuss the APC then 
you must have to go to the genesis. 
How did this party come on board and 
who are the stakeholders? We have 
the ACN, we have the ANPP, we have 

the CPC, we have the new PDP and 
some part of APGA; it will actually take 
a lot of time for these people to bond 
with one another. It is not something 
that you can say within two, three 
years, I know my people in ACN, I 
have a lot of trust in them, they have 
been together for years, I would still 
be more comfortable in their company. 
Though the people in ANPP are now 
my friends because now we are in one 
party, the people in CPC are now my 
friends because we are now in one 
party but the people in ACN that we 
have been together for long, I will still 
have much trust and confidence in 
them, this is normal and I think that 
is what is playing out within the party.

The President has been in ANPP, he 
has been in CPC and he is now in APC. 
So he will naturally be more comfort-
able in the company of those people, 
it will take a lot of time before he can 
actually embrace people that he has 
not really met before maybe because 
of circumstance at that particular time 
just to win election we came together.

Then when it comes to problem, we 
don’t have a perfect party, problems 
will always be in a political party and 
what normally causes problem is aspi-
rations, ambitions; even when we were 
at ACN, there were some little crisis 
but the way we managed it people may 
not really notice it.

You want to be governor, I want to 
be governor, I want everybody to no-
tice me more than you and you want 
people to notice you more than me. 
There will be a lot of rivalry and that 
is what is playing out now, it is part of 
politics. I don’t see it as a problem. We 
are members of the same family, both 

the executive, the legislature and even 
the parent body that brought all of us 
together, APC; I believe that we are 
members of the same family. Anything 
you are noticing, maybe crisis or so, 
it is not really crisis, it is intrigue and 
intrigue is part of politics.

Is that the reason why we have 
some people talking about building 
a new party?

You know how the 8th Assembly 
came on board; you know this so-called 
intrigue we are talking about on the 
election of leadership, so you cannot 
really rule it out. For example, there is 
what they call compensation, if some 
people work for me I want to compen-
sate them either they are of my party 
or they are not members of my party, 
so that is what has been playing out.

I think Mr. President got it wrong 
from day one, for him to have not re-
ally shown interest in the leadership 
of the 8th Assembly. That doesn’t 
mean you want to lord your opinion 
on them, at least to show interest in it. 
Those are the little problems we had 
at the formative stage of the party. 
We put all our effort in winning the 
elections; we refused to sit down as 
a group to decide what would be, 
who would be at where and all those 
things. So by the time all those things 
started, the interests, aspirations, 
and all that, definitely there will be 
clashes here and there.

And since then, apart from the 
President coming to the National As-
sembly for the budget presentation, I 
don’t think we really have a kind of 
rapport that is supposed to be between 
the APC members in the National As-
sembly.

What’s happening in APC is not 
crisis but mere intrigues - Famurewa

Abiodun Famurewa

Abiodun Famurewa

Africa, Zimbabwe, Malaysia where we 
realised that their road infrastructure 
is well-managed and it is working. 
We realised that in Zimbabwe for ex-
ample, every year they have $2 billion 
assigned to their roads, not through 
budgetary allocation but they have a 
tax attached to the road infrastructure 
and the money they realise from this, 
the minimum they can get in a year as 
at then was $2 billion attached to the 
roads. If we can have such system in 
Nigeria where we can have a special 
fund going into road infrastructure 
it would be easier for us to maintain 
our roads.

Many people are opposed to the 
planned reintroduction of toll gates. 
What is your take on this?

Let us look at it from this way, from 
the toll management that we had in 
the past, that one is being handled by 
the government and you know any 
business that government ventures 
into in Nigeria will always collapse, 
everybody will see that as an oppor-
tunity to take their own share of the 
‘national cake’. But this time around, 
what we are advocating is this, let us 
concede some of these major roads, 
not all roads, we cannot start with all 
roads at a go, let us consider the major 
roads, concede it in a PPP platform, to 
someone that would maintain it, that 

Abiodun Famurewa (APC-Osun) in this interview with KEHINDE AKINTOLA speaks on some 
national issues ranging from road infrastructure and maintenance, proposed $29.9 billion 
borrowing plan, crisis in the APC, among others. Excerpts:

is the way this thing is done in other 
countries where things work for them.

For example, let us say from Abuja 
to Lokoja, we can hand it to a contrac-
tor or an investor, we have an agree-
ment with the government, we are 
going to toll it and we must maintain 
that road. We will use our money as an 
investor to make sure we put the road 
in normal place; we do a standard road 
at a cost and we have an agreement 
with the government that this is how 
we are going to recoup our money 
over a particular period of years and 
for that period of years we are going 
to maintain the roads.

How do you think the initiative 
can take off?

We will start somewhere. Even in 
the US for example, there are some 
roads that you go that you will pay, 
there are some roads that you will take 
that you won’t pay; the option is yours. 
If you want to go through a tolled road, 
you know the facilities you are going to 
get from that road, you pay for it; the 
road is okay, the wear and tear on your 
vehicle would be reduced, you get to 
your destination in a reasonable time, 
but if you cannot afford that road, you 
go through normal roads where you 
would be moving from one pot hole to 
the other, where you will spend three 
hours instead of one hour, where a 

lot of things will happen, the option 
is yours.

But I think it is time we take that 
bull by the horns, that we lay this foun-
dation, let us start somewhere. Like 
taking Lagos State for instance; if you 
look at Aja-Victoria Island way now, 
there is another route that you can 
take if you don’t want to pay money, 
nobody will harass you but if you are 
taking that standard road you must 
pay. Initially, people resisted it, there 
were series of protests but at the end 
of the day they came to face the reality 
and said yes, we have options, if you 
know you can afford this, go through 
this way but if you cannot take the 
other way; I think we need to go that 
way and for me that is the best way 
for us so that one, we will have enough 
funds to maintain these roads. One of 
our problems in this part of the world 
is our maintenance culture which is 
very poor, very bad in all ramifications.

I lodged in one hotel in Venice some 
years ago, we went for a programme 
and I asked them and they told me 
that that hotel has been in existence 
for over 100 years and if you still look 
at the hotel today, it still looks as if it is 
a new hotel. But enter our hotel here 
in Nigeria and give them two, three 
years after commissioning, everything 
will start depreciating, the AC will not 

work again, nobody will maintain 
it, the televisions in the rooms won’t 
work, they won’t change their bed 
spreads, a lot of things. So our attitude 
to maintenance is very bad.

But if we hand over those roads to 
private investors, they know that it is 
part of their responsibility to maintain 
the roads because in the first instance 
they will use their money to put the 
road in place and they want to recoup 
their money, they must maintain it.

How do you think the proposed 
three-year borrowing plan initiated 
by the Federal Government will ad-
dress the huge infrastructure deficit?

I think borrowing is one thing, using 
the funds judiciously is another thing. 
If we borrow to develop our infrastruc-
ture personally I don’t see anything 
wrong in that. If we are borrowing 
money we should know what we are 
using it for; we have a lot of challenges 
in Nigeria and one of such challenges 
is what we have just said now, road 
infrastructure is very poor, very bad; 
the power sector is nothing to write 
home about.

So, if we can access these funds and 
channel it towards those areas; you 
know one thing I realised is this, if we 
can fix our power alone our problems 
is 60percent solved. If you are talk-
ing of unemployment it is half done 
because if there is power today a lot 
of things would come up, most of the 
industries that have folded up because 
of the power situation in Nigeria all 
of them will come back and they will 
begin to employ people again. We have 
a lot of small scale industries springing 
up from every corner of the country. 
There are lots of things that people 
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are occupying fields that 
they have no experience in. 
that on the other hand may 
explain their slowness or 
lack of performance. nigeria 
is a complex country in a 
complex situation and needs 
people with such experienc-
es to handle some sensitive 
positions. however, some 
of what we see playing out 
today looks like child’s play.

in my opinion, at this 
time there should be an ap-
praisal system in place for 
the ministers. the Presi-
dent should be looking at 
their performance in the 
last one year, and deciding 
who to drop. if the country 
has got to move forward, 
things have to change. 
if  the President would 
deliver the changE he 
promis e d nigerians he 
must realise that his team 
must be people who have 
t h e  p a s s i o n  a n d  h ave 

We need to continue to 
explain, we need to commu-
nicate to nigerians what we 
are doing” he added.

one very surprising 
thing about this cabinet is 
that some of them are so 
invisible. When you hear 
their names you ask again, 
please who are these peo-
ple? that leaves one won-
dering how they perform in 
their ministries. those who 
even seem to be trying have 
not been able to bring the 
magic-wand effect to make 
things better in the country 
as fast as we expect.

Sometimes, after their 
now weekly meeting when 
they come to brief the press, 
i feel like they didn’t even 
need to have that meeting 
because it feels empty like 
they had nothing to discuss, 
or their discussion were 
things that would berth in 
the future. okay maybe 
they decide not to tell us at 
all. i probably am just used 
to long FEc meetings

lasting from the days of 
late President Umaru Musa 
Yar’adua.  i should not point 
to anyone in particular, but 
take a good look around you 

L-R: Ali Ahmad, speaker of Kwara state House of Assembly paid a courtesy visit to Alhaji Ibrahim sulu-Gambari, the 
emir of Ilorin at his palace in Ilorin on Friday in commemoration of emir’s 21st year Anniversary on the throne. 
        Pic by sikirat shehu

S
o President Muham-
madu buhari’s cabi-
net marked its first 
year in office Friday 

with most members still 
taking baby steps to bring 
life back to the economy 
that’s reeling from its worst 
slump in 25 years.

President buhari inau-
gurated the Federal Execu-
tive council on the 11th of 
november last year after 
wasting six long months in 
search of ministers whose 
line up turned out to be 
underwhelming and their 
performance so far disap-
pointing. Well, one year 
down the line the voice of 
those calling for an outright 
dissolution or a reshuffle 
seems to be rising.

on Wednesday, an hour-
long review session was 
held to appraise any success 
and i reckon your guess is as 
good as mine. as he briefed 
journalists after the weekly 
FEc meeting, Minister of 
Mines and Steel Develop-
ment Kayode Fayemi had 
this smile on the edge of his 
lips when he said cabinet 
members always read what 
nigerians say in the news-
papers as a way of getting 
feedback.

in your view, how will 
you rate them? hold your 
answer.

the cabinet has revolved 
overtime. Moving from its 
once a month meeting to a 
forth night and now weekly. 
For the ordinary nigeri-
ans can you say this has 
translated to a change in 
the economic situation in 
the country? they have 
also started awarding con-
tracts. remember the debate 
that this cabinet will not be 
awarding congrats but leave 
it to the different Ministries 
Department and agency 
(MDas)?

Well, one year has come 
and gone and the ministers 
are still struggling to gain 
the trust of nigerians or 
even communicate their 
message to the ordinary 
man on the street who is 
hardly hit by the economic 
crisis. this would explain 
the President’s charge to 
the ministers at the brief 
cabinet meeting.

“the President’s charge is 
simple. You know the Presi-
dent is not a man of many 
words. his charge to us is 
just get on with it, ensure 
that we earn the trust of 
nigerians by doing the best 
we can to serve the coun-
try” Fayemi told journalists 
on Wednesday at the FEc 
briefing.

“We read what you write 
and we get the feedback 
coming from the populace…

t
he Federal gov-
ernment says 
it is making all 
necessary ef-

forts to ensure the estab-
lishment of  science cen-
tres such as science and 
technology parks where 
skills can be acquired 
and science museums to 
assemble and keep safe 
science and technology 
historical images for 
economic growth and 
development.

t h e  P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary of Federal 
Ministry of Science and 
technology, Wakama 
belema, made the dis-
closure  in abuja at the 

weekend, to mark the 
2016 World Science 
Day celebration with 
the theme ‘celebrating 
Science centres and Sci-
ence Museums’. belema 
noted that science mu-
seums and centres have 
the capacity to generate 
wealth by attracting 
multitude of visitors 
with common values.

“Science technology 
and Development re-
sults for the purpose of 
making learning of sci-
ences easy and creation 
of jobs and wealth. in 
the Science Museum, 
visitors will have the op-
portunity to touch, dis-
mantle and reassemble 
items on display.

“While parents are 
taken through life ex-
periences, the children 
and young adults will 
have the opportunity 
to feel science which 
will enhance choice of 
career paths.

according to her, 
Science Museums are 
sources of tourist at-
traction and revenue 
generation as visitors 
pay gate fees.

“it will be possible 
in the nearest future 
that individuals and 
corporation s will own 
and run science muse-
ums, with the federal 
ministry if science and 
technology becoming 
the regulator,” she said.

 

For Buhari’s cabinet, 
one year still doesn’t 
make sense

Oyin Aminu, Abuja

and access for yourself. i am 
beginning to align myself 
with the views of fellow 
nigerians who have called 
for an overhaul.

Why? i can see for myself 
that some of them should 
just not be there or maybe 
in the positions they occupy. 
i mean we are talking about 
ministers here, people who 
are supposed to make a dif-
ference in our lives.

Some of them have dif-
ferent qualifications and 

something extraordinary 
to bring to this complex 
table called nigeria.

on the other hand i do 
not even blame the minis-
ters, when you have noth-
ing to sell or you don’t even 
understand the product you 
have been asked to market 
what do you do?

Well,  we are hoping 
that they perform better 
or perhaps a reshuffle like 
nigerians are clamouring 
for would be a better option.

President Muhammadu Buhari

Obaseki takes oath of 
office, pledges to sustain 
Oshiomhole’s legacies

FG unveils plan to establish Science & 
Technology Centres for development

a
s godwin 
o b a s e k i 
to ok the 
oath of of-
fice as the 

fifth democratically 
elected governor of 
Edo State yesterday, he 
has promised to sus-
tain the legacies of his 
predecessor, adams 
oshiomhole.

obaseki, a candi-
date of the all Progres-
sives congress (aPc) 
was declared winner 
of the September 28, 
governorship by the 
independent national 
Electoral commission 
(inEc), having defeat-
ed his closest rival, 
osagie ize-iyamu of 

the People’s D emo-
cratic Party.

o b a s e k i  a n d  h i s 
deputy Philip Shai-
bu were sworn-in by 
crowell idahosa, the 
chief judge of the state 
at the Samuel ogbe-
mudia Stadium.

the occasion wit-
nessed by mammoth 
crowd and several aPc 
state governors, mon-
archs and chieftains of 
the party within and 
outside the state.    

the new governor, 
who was the chairman, 
Edo State Economic 
and Strategy team in 
the last eight years of 
adams oshiomhole 
promised to sustain 
the infrastructural and 
developmental legacies 

of his predecessor.
he also reiterated 

the promise to cre-
ate over 200, 000 jobs 
out of which 150,000 
would be from agricul-
ture.

other plans to boost 
the economy of the 
state include invest-
ment in entrepreneur-
ship, women, youth 
empowerment, civil 
service reforms, and in-
frastructure expansion. 
tax reforms, security, 
among others,    

Some party mem-
bers who spoke with 
bDSUnDaY expressed 
the optimism that the 
governor would sur-
pass the achievements 
recorded by oshiom-
hole. 

iDRiS umAR mOmOH, Benin
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‘Nigeria’s role in sub-regional integration should 
go beyond security & military intervention’
Jonathan Gbefwi Gaza, deputy chairman, House of Representatives Committee on Media and Public 
Affairs who participated in the just concluded Second Ordinary Session of the ECOWAS Parliament 
held in Abuja, in this interview with KEHINDE AKINTOLA speaks on issues bordering on socio-eco-
nomic and political cooperation and integration in the sub-region. Excerpts:

H
ow would you describe 
the difference between 
the roles of Nigerian leg-
islature and ECOWAS 
Parliament?

First and foremost, everything in 
life evolves. Right now we are in the 
process of trying to see that the func-
tions of the ECOWAS Parliament have 
much more influence and bearing on 
the various governments in the sub-
region. But beyond that, of course, 
when you sit down here and you share 
the various experiences from legisla-
tors from various countries, you’ll find 
out that there is much to learn, which 
you can take to your own home parlia-
ment. It is not just the quality of debate, 
but the processes of democracy as we 
learnt. Of course, there are differ-
ences but they are differences we are 
learning from to strengthen legislative 
processes in both chambers.

How do you think Nigeria and 
other ECOWAS member states can 
benefit from the debate on regional 
integration?

I think it will help the sub-region 
immensely. If you remember during 
the debate, someone made a com-
ment of how Nigeria always plays 
a big role especially with what hap-
pened in Sierra Leone because of the 
regional integration. So, it should ex-
tend beyond the issue of security and 
military intervention. If you noticed, 
a good number of lawmakers from 
Nigeria were asking the Sierra Leo-
nean delegation how they were able 
to handle the issue of IDPs. Remember 
that Sierra Leone went through a civil 
war and had a lot of IDPs and we are 
experiencing same in the North East, 
where Boko Haram has ravaged the 
area. Here you find out that there is a 
lot of data sharing; there is a common 
ground, picking on our strengths and 
seeing how we can strengthen our 
individual democracies. Another of 
our colleagues also asked a question 
about solid minerals, which they said 
was losing value. That again, directly 
correlates to what is happening in 
the oil sector. If you notice, there are 
equally similarities on recovery plans 
on monetary policies and economic di-
versification especially with regards to 
agriculture. It is just for us to embrace 
ourselves as one family and learn from 
where one has gotten it right and what 
they did wrong.

Taking into cognizance the factors 
that led to Brexit, do you think the 
sub-regional integration is feasible?

I believe it is possible. In the case 
of Britain, even before the coming to-
gether of the European Union, Britain 
always has its own problems. Even 
with cooperation of having a common 
monetary identity - the Euro, Britain 
had problems with that. They were 
leveraging more on the strength of 
their currency and their economy. But 
be that as it may, we must begin to look 
at home-grown democracy. In various 

ways, we have had similar experi-
ences. Our economies are not at par 
but are undergoing similar challenges. 
It will be easier for us to have some sort 
of integration but our integration is not 
the type of the European Union. We 
do not have a common currency. But 
with the steps we are taking, I believe 
we will achieve a lot of success.

What’s your take on the ban on use 
of plastic bags spoken about in The 
Gambia and possibility of replicating 
this in Nigeria?

Nothing is impossible. It is just for us 
to have the political will to enforce it. 
But it is something that we must start 
thinking about, how to do it because if 
you go to the developed countries like 
the US, to use a plastic bag, you pay 
extra, but to use a paper bag it is free. 

We must begin to start taking such 
steps toward adequate waste manage-
ment because these plastic bags do us 
more harm than good. Look at what is 
involved in the clearing of the Ogoni 
oil spill. I believe, we must get to the 
issue of plastic bags because the impact 
far outweighs whatever gain we are 
getting.

One of the critical issues debated 
was on the endless term limit for 
President in The Gambia. How will 
you describe the situation?

Before I answer, let me state clearly 
that I am a complete Democrat and I 
believe in all its tenets. However, when 
you look at what has happened in the 
recent times in our continent, there 
is need to take a critical look at the is-
sue of terms and tenure. No man is a 

monopoly of knowledge. History has 
shown that what works for A might 
not work for B. It is a known fact that 
Libya is worse off today without Ghad-
dafi. However, some other countries 
with life Presidents could be better off. 
But it is all about the will of the people. 
The leader of The Gambian delegation 
said, democracy is the function of the 
people. The people decide the person 
they want to vote for. The most im-
portant thing is that the process must 
be transparent. We must be morally 
true to ourselves. The process must 
be free and fair. If you have a free and 
fair process and somebody is perform-
ing, there will be no need to change 
him because in the process of trying 
to change, you might bring someone 
that is worse than him. If people are 
enjoying their leader’s policies, and 
he’s giving them the desired results, 
there will be no need to change. But it 
is also good to have a specified term of 
office and a tenured system, to prepare 
for change when the need arises. In 
conclusion, I want us to come back to 
our culture in the African setting. We 
have a monarchy system in most cul-
tures and traditions where a Chief or 
King rules for life. I am not saying that 
should transcend to our democracy. 
But what we need is to get people that 
will give us the desired result and put 
Africa in an enviable position.

Speaker Yakubu Dogara in his wel-
come address spoke on the proposed 
policies by the House to bail out Nige-
ria from economic recession. Does the 
House have what it takes to do this?

We have more than what it takes. 
When you look at 360 members in the 
House and 109 senators, some of them 
were governors, ministers or people 
who have held other senior positions 
in the Executive. You have people 
from all walks of life that can see the 
problems from different perspectives. 
So, with regards to capacity, we have 
more than it takes. And when you 
listen to the line of debate on the floor, 
you know that the National Assembly 
is actually poised to give the solutions 
that will take the country out of the 
woods. With regards to cooperation, 
the National Assembly has always 
been a willing partner. Don’t forget 
that Nigeria belongs to all of us; we do 
not have any other country. That is 
why we contested through thick and 
thin to emerge, so that we can serve 
our people. God has given us the natu-
ral resources and the human resources 
and I believe we can make it.

From your own assessment, do you 
think Mr. President’s economic team 
as presently constituted is strong 
enough to help Nigeria out of its eco-
nomic woes?

The world is a global village and we 
need global players. I must commend 
the economic team but much more is 
expected of them. In the recent past, 
Nigeria achieved economically, but we 
need them to work harder.

If people are enjoying their leader’s 
policies, and he’s giving them the 
desired results, there will be no 

need to change

Jonathan Gbefwi Gaza
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Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa

T
here were great expec-
tations from Nigerians 
across board in May last 
year when President Mu-
hammadu Buhari came to 

power. What were your personal ex-
pectations and how would you rate 
the administration’s performance in 
the last one-and-a-half years?

I was a little bit worried for the 
economy when Buhari was on his 
way to coming to become the presi-
dent and I remember that I spoke 
about it and wrote about it. I have 
always said and keep saying that 
you cannot predict what a man can 
do in future accurately but you can 
project into that by looking at what 
he did in the past. If a man is promis-
ing a skyscraper, let him show us 
the two- or three-storey building 
that he has built. If he is promising 
heaven, let him show us the earth 
so that we can begin from there. I 
looked at Buhari’s background and 
his precedents and I didn’t think he 
was a good economic manager, and 
that gave me concern. We know he 
has his areas of strength, especially 
in anti-corruption, discipline and all 
that, which the nation needs. I wrote 
him what I called “Memos” which I 
published in BusinessDay. I first as-
sumed that there must be something 
he wants to do for this country which 
has driven him to seek election for 
the fourth time consecutively – I 
don’t think anybody has equalled 
that record. So I said now that he has 
opportunity, he should go ahead and 
do that something he wants to do. I 
expected him to hit the ground run-
ning; I also expected that realising or 
doing a self-analysis of his economic 
managerial ability, he was going to 
select a good, tough, robust economic 
team that will support him to run the 
economy. My expectations were that 
that deficit he had as a person could 
be offset or ameliorated by buying 
experience, people who could cover 
him. But I became alarmed when the 
man spent six to seven months doing 
nothing about the economy, just ne-
gotiating with civil servants, because 
it showed an improper understand-
ing of how the economy runs. The 
economy must be managed. To leave 
an economy hanging in the air for 
almost one year, an economy that was 
already beginning to show signs of 
decline? I felt that that was injurious, 
and since then the economy has slid 
into recession. And the response has 
also been below par, if you ask me. 

There doesn’t seem to be a full under-
standing of the challenges we face in 
the economy. The way things are said 
dismissively, the way we’re operat-
ing without a united vision, without 
something that everybody can buy 
into – those things keep disturbing 
me and I just wish that things could 
be taken much more seriously, better 
economic vision, designed strategic 
plan that is well implemented. An 
economy can only perform as well 
as those who manage it. Oil can come 
back and yet the economy will be in 
distress if there is poor management 
and utilisation of our resources.

 
Many people, including respect-

able opinion leaders, have suggested 
that the country is more divided 
under the Buhari administration 
than previously. Do you agree with 
this view?

I agree completely. Take, for in-
stance, the Biafra agitations, the In-
digenous Peoples of Biafra (IPOB) and 
so on. They had always been on, from 
the Olusegun Obasanjo presidency to 
Yar’Adua, but they were not this viru-
lent; they didn’t surface because they 
could see an effort by the government 
to unite the country, to attend to the 
different complaints of the people. 
But the thing took a worse dimen-
sion when a president and a govern-
ment came to power and declared 
that part of their official policy was 
discrimination. The president in an 
unprecedented manner announced 
that he was going to discriminate; I’d 
never seen that since I was born. In 
fact, what I had always noticed was 
that politicians can be hurting you 
and denying. In those days we heard 
about Obafemi Awolowo removing 
pipelines, but they would deny and 
explain it was for one thing or the 
other. But for a president to say those 
who gave him 97 percent he would 
not treat them as those who gave 
him 5 percent was the greatest error 
that showed he was discriminating 
against his people. There will always 
be division in every election, whether 
it is in the family, in the community 
or anywhere, but after an election 
you unite everybody. That’s where 
the first mistake was made, especially 
shortly after he had gloriously an-
nounced that he belonged to nobody. 
It means he didn’t write that speech 
because his actions do not reflect 
that. Secondly, his appointments 
have been singularly and evidently 
partisan. I can understand that hav-

ing suffered what he suffered, so 
to say, in 1986 when his so-called 
allies removed him from power, he 
would try to strengthen his base 
and put his trusted people; that I can 
give him. But then, he didn’t show 
any sensitivity as to plurality of the 
country and its diverse ethnic groups 
and persuasions. He acted within his 
limited circle and that frightened 
everybody and it has made many 
people feel that they don’t belong 
to this country. And he’s angry that 
people are reacting this way; he didn’t 
know that there’s something called 
action and reaction which are equal 
and opposite: if you show love, people 
love you back; if you show hate, don’t 
be surprised when they return hate. 
I think somebody ought to tell him 
that very clearly, that he needs to 
begin to unite the country, say things 
that unite the country, do things that 
unite the country. The other day they 
were telling me that Buhari wants 
to come and address Ndigbo, wants 
to show he’s a friend of Ndigbo, and 

I said he doesn’t need to address 
anybody; what he needs to do is to 
start some projects, immediately send 
bulldozers to repair Enugu-Onitsha 
expressway and other difficult roads 
there, appoint some Igbo people into 
government or give them responsibil-
ity, and the relationship will change 
overnight. He doesn’t need to come 
and talk; he should show it by his 
actions. As we speak about the Igbo, 
we are also speaking about the Niger 
Delta, the North-Central, all those 
who are seen to be in the margins of 
the nation’s economic affairs. I think 
the country is divided and part of it is 
like what we are seeing in America, 
where it is essentially by what some-
one is saying. The president has the 
responsibility to be the father of the 
nation, whether he likes anybody or 
not; he has chosen to be president. If 
he didn’t like anybody, he could just 
have remained in his own area and 
lived in the area that he liked. Since he 
has taken the responsibility to be the 
president and leader of the country, 

he just has to bury any personal biases 
and treat every Nigerian as equal. The 
moment Nigerians feel they are being 
treated as equals without discrimi-
nation or bias, the tone will change 
and that will be the beginning of the 
recovery of the economy. So, let him 
begin to unite people, and that doesn’t 
require oil money to make people 
begin to feel that they belong to one 
country where nobody is treated as a 
second-class citizen or somebody that 
is being tolerated.

 
Over the years successive admin-

istrations in the country have come 
up with several roadmaps, but many 
believe that these roadmaps have 
led us to nowhere, particularly since 
1999. What’s your take? 

There are issues with roadmaps. 
They haven’t yielded much fruit 
because, first, most of the roadmaps 
are not well thought through. Second, 
they are not well adopted. I wrote 
a paper recently for a journal on 
policy execution and its impact on 

‘I see a deliberate policy to keep certain 
sections of Nigeria perpetually down’
Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa, renowned industrialist, enterprise developer, international consultant and a former 
president/CEO of Neimeth International Pharmaceutical Plc, is one man whose contribution to the Nige-
rian economy cannot be glossed over. Against this backdrop, the BDSUNDAY team comprising ZEBULON 
AGOMUO (editor), CHUKS OLUIGBO (assistant editor), and MABEL DIMMA (senior correspondent) recently 
paid him a visit at his residence in Lagos to seek his views on recent socio-economic and political devel-
opments in the country. He spoke on the Buhari administration, way out of recession, Aba’s role in the 
renewed drive to promote made-in-Nigeria goods, among others, and argued that there may be a deliberate 
but unwritten policy to keep the South-East perpetually down in the scheme of things in Nigeria. Excerpts:
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national development and I looked at 
the policies in this country and why 
they have failed, from Directorate for 
Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure 
(DFFRI) to Green Revolution, Opera-
tion Feed the Nation, Better Life for 
Rural Women Programme (BLRWP), 
to all the other ones. Nice things, poor 
policy articulation, but worse is poor 
policy adoption. Policy adoption is 
when you design a policy as a policy-
maker, you must get the stakeholders, 
those that your policy will affect, to 
test the policy, to adopt it. That’s a 
critical thing for its execution. Most 
of Nigeria’s policies come from policy 
articulation to implementation. They 
miss the adoption strategy, and that’s 
why people resist it, fight it, because 
they don’t understand where this 
policy will take them to, its benefit. A 
policy is always supposed to solve a 
problem, and you need to present it 
to the people and say, ‘Hey guys, this 
is the problem. The policy, when we 
apply it, this is what it’s going to result 
to, but we need to make sacrifices’. 
There is no free lunch even in Free-
town; everybody has to give to take. 
The moment you get an adoption, 
implementation becomes very easy. 
The third factor is the selfishness of 
policymakers and policy implement-
ers. Some ask what is in it for them 
otherwise they don’t implement; 
some implement it selfishly and selec-
tively to benefit them and their own 
areas. The fourth issue is inadequate 
resources. Policies and programmes 
are well advertised, sometimes well 
written, but the resources to imple-
ment these policies are not provided, 
so it just becomes policy on paper 
and after a few years it fails. The fifth 
problem is inconsistency, the issue of 
lack of continuity; in fact, that has 
been a major challenge for the Nige-
rian policy space. Policies are made 
and dethroned or abandoned just 
because one minister has left a seat, 
one director has been redeployed, one 
state governor has left, one political 
party has gone, and so on. Take the 
Agriculture Transformation Agenda 
(ATA) started by the former minister, 
Akinwunmi Adesina. I thought that 
the moment the next minister came 
he should just move on rather than to 
wait and wait, then start redesigning 
a Green Alternative which has no 
difference from what was already 
there, just so it would be said that ‘I 
own this’. I don’t understand it. And 
as long as we are this myopic in look-
ing at national developmental issues, 
so long will we be going through this 
stop-and-go syndrome and it’s going 
to continue undermining economic 
performance. There was no reason to 
lose momentum, because when you 
kill momentum, restarting becomes 
an issue.

 
There have been several sugges-

tions regarding how Nigeria can get 
out of the present economic reces-
sion. What are your thoughts on 
the way out?

First of all, what is recession? Re-
cession is essentially a contraction in 
productivity. We are not producing 

enough goods and services above 
where we were. When you compare 
that lack in growth with growth in 
population and number of mouths 
that will consume the goods and 
services, there is a lacuna. That lacuna 
is what recession is all about. How 
do you come out of it? If you ask me, 
the way to come out of it is to work 
yourself out of it through a focused at-
tention on productive capability and 
capacity, what can make us produce. 
Today we should be begging anybody 
who can produce anything, whether 
through agriculture, value addition, 
service provision, or anything. That 
is, government should be running a 
policy where they should be asking 
people what they can produce and 
offering the necessary help. If I was in 
government today, whether federal 
or state or local government, what I 
will do is simple. This focus on taxa-
tion is misplaced; some companies 
today are being closed up because 
they didn’t pay tax. Why don’t we 

focus on people setting up businesses, 
enterprise development? Don’t pay 
tax, just set up a business and employ 
people, and let those people pay tax. 
There is VAT for consumption tax, 
there is withholding tax for every 
transaction you make; just go on 
holiday on your income tax, put your 
money on it and let it work for you. 
The moment people are employed, 
they earn income, government gets 
indirect taxation. Number two, this 
money you are killing companies 
for, you take it and say you want 
to give free education, just let the 
people work, earn money and pay 
for the education of their children, 
take insurance for their health, and 
so on. You strangulate the business 
and say you want to take revenue 
to go and develop health, education, 
which you do poorly. Why don’t 
you let the people provide their own 
education and health care by being 
productive and employed? Govern-
ment should focus on exciting, pro-
moting and motivating production 

without hindrance. If I was a state 
government, this is when I’m going 
to go create industrial estates, busi-
ness incubation sites; just take acres of 
land, grade them, put roads, articulate 
water, etc, and invite people to come 
and put their businesses. Forget about 
buying the land, you pay for the land 
after 10 years when you start mak-
ing profit. I’m not giving you the land 
free, but that capital with which you 
will buy the land, use it to buy your 
machinery and employ people and let 
your business run. Until we come to 
understand the impact of the wheel 
of productivity running, we will not 
come out of it. That is why I said we 
should focus on agriculture, industri-
alisation and value addition, and then 
attract investment.

 
But some economists say reflat-

ing the economy by way of injecting 
funds is the way to go...

Yes, but all that is supposed to 
promote these two things I’m talking 
about. Injecting money should pro-

mote productive capacity, it should 
promote agriculture. If it is not pro-
moting agriculture, manufactur-
ing, value addition, the money you 
invested is wasted. I agree with 
government that they needed to be 
bullish in their budgeting. I mean, 
they had two options: one was to cut 
their coat according to their size and 
say, ‘We have reduced revenue, so 
we cut our budget’. That would be 
terrible. So, this deficit budgeting is 
the good way to go, but it depends 
on what you’re spending the money 
on. Government sent virement to 
the National Assembly. If you look at 
the virement, 80 percent is recurrent 
expenditure. If you vire money and 
you spend it again on recurrent, it 
makes no meaning. You vire money 
to put into road, power; even if it is in 
education or health, anything that 
will promote increased activity, the 
focus is every dollar, every naira, how 
much job will it create? How much 
wealth will it create? If the money 
just goes down dead, no regenerative 
ability, then we should be careful. 
Now that oil is down, even now that 
we cannot get the money that we are 
looking to borrow, this is the time that 
we should court investment. Part of 
our problem is decline in capital im-
portation. Capital is not flowing. Oil 
and gas contribution is now down to 
10 percent, which is good, but that 10 
percent is still giving us 93 percent. 
The only thing we need to do is to 
produce enough that we have noth-
ing else to do but export. Government 
should also focus on that. And at one 
time they did, they set up what they 
called Export Expansion Grant (EEG). 
I remember that during my days at 
Neimeth and my days at Pfizer, we 
took that opportunity and started 
exporting to West Africa and East 
Africa. Even if we were uncompeti-
tive then because of the high cost of 
production, even if we sold the good 
at cost, the expansion grant you got 
was able to enable you to produce 
another batch. I believe these are 
things that have been tried and we 
saw the growth. The diversification 
you saw following the 2013 rebasing, 
it was all about allowing investment 
to come in – telecoms, power – and the 
more we can open up the economy 
and invite private sector investors to 
come in, the better. I always say the 
private sector will go anywhere if the 
incentives are right. That is why they 
are still in Nigeria. In the Niger Delta 
they are still there, in Bayelsa today, 
even as I speak to you, they are still 
drilling oil in spite of Avengers and 
the rest of them, because the reward 
compensates for the risk. There are 
risks everywhere, but if investors can 
cover their risks, they are ready to go.

 
The talk around town nowadays 

is ‘BuyNaija’, even though it’s not 
new. When we hear this, what read-
ily comes to mind is Aba. We believe 
Aba should be playing a key role in 
producing and promoting made-in-
Nigeria goods, given its antecedents, 
but do you think Aba is properly 
positioned to play this role?

Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa
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national development and I looked at 
the policies in this country and why 
they have failed, from Directorate for 
Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure 
(DFFRI) to Green Revolution, Opera-
tion Feed the Nation, Better Life for 
Rural Women Programme (BLRWP), 
to all the other ones. Nice things, poor 
policy articulation, but worse is poor 
policy adoption. Policy adoption is 
when you design a policy as a policy-
maker, you must get the stakeholders, 
those that your policy will affect, to 
test the policy, to adopt it. That’s a 
critical thing for its execution. Most 
of Nigeria’s policies come from policy 
articulation to implementation. They 
miss the adoption strategy, and that’s 
why people resist it, fight it, because 
they don’t understand where this 
policy will take them to, its benefit. A 
policy is always supposed to solve a 
problem, and you need to present it 
to the people and say, ‘Hey guys, this 
is the problem. The policy, when we 
apply it, this is what it’s going to result 
to, but we need to make sacrifices’. 
There is no free lunch even in Free-
town; everybody has to give to take. 
The moment you get an adoption, 
implementation becomes very easy. 
The third factor is the selfishness of 
policymakers and policy implement-
ers. Some ask what is in it for them 
otherwise they don’t implement; 
some implement it selfishly and selec-
tively to benefit them and their own 
areas. The fourth issue is inadequate 
resources. Policies and programmes 
are well advertised, sometimes well 
written, but the resources to imple-
ment these policies are not provided, 
so it just becomes policy on paper 
and after a few years it fails. The fifth 
problem is inconsistency, the issue of 
lack of continuity; in fact, that has 
been a major challenge for the Nige-
rian policy space. Policies are made 
and dethroned or abandoned just 
because one minister has left a seat, 
one director has been redeployed, one 
state governor has left, one political 
party has gone, and so on. Take the 
Agriculture Transformation Agenda 
(ATA) started by the former minister, 
Akinwunmi Adesina. I thought that 
the moment the next minister came 
he should just move on rather than to 
wait and wait, then start redesigning 
a Green Alternative which has no 
difference from what was already 
there, just so it would be said that ‘I 
own this’. I don’t understand it. And 
as long as we are this myopic in look-
ing at national developmental issues, 
so long will we be going through this 
stop-and-go syndrome and it’s going 
to continue undermining economic 
performance. There was no reason to 
lose momentum, because when you 
kill momentum, restarting becomes 
an issue.

 
There have been several sugges-

tions regarding how Nigeria can get 
out of the present economic reces-
sion. What are your thoughts on 
the way out?

First of all, what is recession? Re-
cession is essentially a contraction in 
productivity. We are not producing 

enough goods and services above 
where we were. When you compare 
that lack in growth with growth in 
population and number of mouths 
that will consume the goods and 
services, there is a lacuna. That lacuna 
is what recession is all about. How 
do you come out of it? If you ask me, 
the way to come out of it is to work 
yourself out of it through a focused at-
tention on productive capability and 
capacity, what can make us produce. 
Today we should be begging anybody 
who can produce anything, whether 
through agriculture, value addition, 
service provision, or anything. That 
is, government should be running a 
policy where they should be asking 
people what they can produce and 
offering the necessary help. If I was in 
government today, whether federal 
or state or local government, what I 
will do is simple. This focus on taxa-
tion is misplaced; some companies 
today are being closed up because 
they didn’t pay tax. Why don’t we 

focus on people setting up businesses, 
enterprise development? Don’t pay 
tax, just set up a business and employ 
people, and let those people pay tax. 
There is VAT for consumption tax, 
there is withholding tax for every 
transaction you make; just go on 
holiday on your income tax, put your 
money on it and let it work for you. 
The moment people are employed, 
they earn income, government gets 
indirect taxation. Number two, this 
money you are killing companies 
for, you take it and say you want 
to give free education, just let the 
people work, earn money and pay 
for the education of their children, 
take insurance for their health, and 
so on. You strangulate the business 
and say you want to take revenue 
to go and develop health, education, 
which you do poorly. Why don’t 
you let the people provide their own 
education and health care by being 
productive and employed? Govern-
ment should focus on exciting, pro-
moting and motivating production 

without hindrance. If I was a state 
government, this is when I’m going 
to go create industrial estates, busi-
ness incubation sites; just take acres of 
land, grade them, put roads, articulate 
water, etc, and invite people to come 
and put their businesses. Forget about 
buying the land, you pay for the land 
after 10 years when you start mak-
ing profit. I’m not giving you the land 
free, but that capital with which you 
will buy the land, use it to buy your 
machinery and employ people and let 
your business run. Until we come to 
understand the impact of the wheel 
of productivity running, we will not 
come out of it. That is why I said we 
should focus on agriculture, industri-
alisation and value addition, and then 
attract investment.

 
But some economists say reflat-

ing the economy by way of injecting 
funds is the way to go...

Yes, but all that is supposed to 
promote these two things I’m talking 
about. Injecting money should pro-

mote productive capacity, it should 
promote agriculture. If it is not pro-
moting agriculture, manufactur-
ing, value addition, the money you 
invested is wasted. I agree with 
government that they needed to be 
bullish in their budgeting. I mean, 
they had two options: one was to cut 
their coat according to their size and 
say, ‘We have reduced revenue, so 
we cut our budget’. That would be 
terrible. So, this deficit budgeting is 
the good way to go, but it depends 
on what you’re spending the money 
on. Government sent virement to 
the National Assembly. If you look at 
the virement, 80 percent is recurrent 
expenditure. If you vire money and 
you spend it again on recurrent, it 
makes no meaning. You vire money 
to put into road, power; even if it is in 
education or health, anything that 
will promote increased activity, the 
focus is every dollar, every naira, how 
much job will it create? How much 
wealth will it create? If the money 
just goes down dead, no regenerative 
ability, then we should be careful. 
Now that oil is down, even now that 
we cannot get the money that we are 
looking to borrow, this is the time that 
we should court investment. Part of 
our problem is decline in capital im-
portation. Capital is not flowing. Oil 
and gas contribution is now down to 
10 percent, which is good, but that 10 
percent is still giving us 93 percent. 
The only thing we need to do is to 
produce enough that we have noth-
ing else to do but export. Government 
should also focus on that. And at one 
time they did, they set up what they 
called Export Expansion Grant (EEG). 
I remember that during my days at 
Neimeth and my days at Pfizer, we 
took that opportunity and started 
exporting to West Africa and East 
Africa. Even if we were uncompeti-
tive then because of the high cost of 
production, even if we sold the good 
at cost, the expansion grant you got 
was able to enable you to produce 
another batch. I believe these are 
things that have been tried and we 
saw the growth. The diversification 
you saw following the 2013 rebasing, 
it was all about allowing investment 
to come in – telecoms, power – and the 
more we can open up the economy 
and invite private sector investors to 
come in, the better. I always say the 
private sector will go anywhere if the 
incentives are right. That is why they 
are still in Nigeria. In the Niger Delta 
they are still there, in Bayelsa today, 
even as I speak to you, they are still 
drilling oil in spite of Avengers and 
the rest of them, because the reward 
compensates for the risk. There are 
risks everywhere, but if investors can 
cover their risks, they are ready to go.

 
The talk around town nowadays 

is ‘BuyNaija’, even though it’s not 
new. When we hear this, what read-
ily comes to mind is Aba. We believe 
Aba should be playing a key role in 
producing and promoting made-in-
Nigeria goods, given its antecedents, 
but do you think Aba is properly 
positioned to play this role?

Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa



‘I see a deliberate policy to keep certain 
sections of Nigeria perpetually down’

30 Sunday 13 November 2016SUNDAYBD C002D5556

SundayInterview

Yes, Aba is. By geographical loca-
tion and the foundational basis, Aba 
is well placed. It sits in-between the 
Niger Delta, it’s a gateway from the 
Niger Delta as you head up to the 
North, and it had become a commer-
cial melting pot that became a major 
opportunity for local production, local 
agriculture, and arts and craft. So, Aba 
is well situated; it has the infrastruc-
ture, if you like, in terms of the human 
capital and the investment memory 
and the model that can work. I did a 
couple of Aba summits through the 
auspices of Abia Think Tank and one 
of the things that shocked me was 
that as I speak to you, every day about 
one million pairs of shoes move out 
of Aba to various African countries, 
without any effort, without any help 
by government. It’s just unbelievable. 
You can imagine what will happen 
when government focuses on that. 
When Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala was the 
finance minister, she tried to do some-
thing and brought the World Bank. 
But again, World Bank acts in concert 
with the local nation, and if the nation 
doesn’t come up very fast, there is 
really not much the World Bank can 
do. I think we need to be sincere; we 
need to have people in power who 
understand the power of industry 
and its contribution to economic 
growth and wealth distribution. Any 
manufacturing opportunity that is set 
up creates a chain, from suppliers to 
distributors, and people who under-
stand that will always look for that 
as a stimulant for economic activity. 
Someone who is planting plantain 
or tomatoes may just be planting a 
little bit, the one that he can sell in the 
market, but the moment an industry 
that processes plantain or tomatoes 
comes, he increases his production. 
The last time we were doing agric 
expo in Abuja, Alhaji Sani Dangote, 
Group vice president of Dangote In-
dustries Limited, said that they were 
beginning their tomato processing 
plant in December but their worry is 
that all the tomato being produced in 
the country will not be enough. That 
is a stimulation. I took that and I’ve 
been discussing with people to know 
what we can do. It’s a big stimulant; 
the moment you start working, you 
won’t beg people to go and start plant-
ing tomato, they will start planting on 
the roof of their houses if there is more 
money to be made. That’s economic 
behaviour, and that’s why industrial 
activity is great. But we need to have 
a correct policy; we need to provide 
support for this to happen. Thirdly, 
we need to patronise. Buy made-
in-Nigeria is not a new story, as you 
said; it comes in phases, we re-phase 
it, we repackage it, and so on, and yet 
it hasn’t been virile and successful. 
Why is that? Government does not 
walk its talk. I remember that when 
I was chairman of Manufacturing 
Association of Nigeria (MAN), Ikeja, 
we confronted President Obasanjo 
on this and everyone seemed to agree, 
but when you look at the furniture in 
the state house, the cookery, including 
the cutlery, everything is foreign. So 
what are we saying? We should live 
by example and I don’t think it will 
cost the government much to decide 
on this. I heard that recently Senator 
Enyinnaya Abaribe has been pushing 
for Nigerian security forces to buy 
Aba boots, and recently I read that 

that is going to happen because he got 
the Senate to do a budget and so the 
military has no choice. That’s the way 
to go. The impact can be tremendous. 
You see, Nigeria has to be developed 
by Nigerians. Foreign investors are 
good, but they follow local investors. 
When they see people like Tony Elu-
melu, Aliko Dangote and so on, they 
are encouraged, they come on; that’s 
why local investors must be well 
managed so that they can give good 
testimonies as to what is happening 
in the domestic market.

 
There is a perception that there is 

a deliberate policy, whether covert or 
overt, to keep certain sections of this 
country, for instance the South-east, 
down in the scheme of things and 
never to let them rise again. Do you 
share this view? 

We must face the truth and speak 
the truth, and sometimes it may be 
difficult to understand people’s moti-
vation until you are in their shoes. It is 
easy for you to say ‘no victor, no van-
quished’ if you are the vanquished, 
but if you are the victor, it’s not easy 
to look at the vanquished and just say 
you’re equal. I’m giving this caveat 
because I’m going to be making my 
comments from the other side, but 
I’m reasonable enough to understand 
that I do not know whether if I’m on 
this other side I would be saying exactly 
what I’m saying. Having said so, I believe 
there was probably an unwritten agree-
ment not to allow certain sections to rise 
again, something like, ‘This people have 
caused us trouble, and this is why they 
caused us trouble: they are hardworking, 
they are very educated. How do we keep 
them down?’ It is a natural thing that can 
happen and I think it happened in the 
Nigerian case. The reason I support that 
theory is that in my own career, when I 
got to the point of being made a director 
in a multinational company that didn’t 
belong to Nigerians but was headed by 
Nigerians, the day I was appointed to 
the Board after a long argument, the 
chairman of my company said, ‘Well, 
we have no choice to admit Sam to 

this Board despite the fact that he was 
an Ojukwu soldier’. That statement 
had meaning. It was loaded. So if I 
was suspicious that there was either 
a policy, an understanding or a desire, 
that took it away. And since then, 
most of the things that happened 
bear this out. Why do we have the 
worst roads? Why are we the area 
with the least number of states in 
our zone? Other zones have six, some 
seven, we have five. We have the least 
number of local governments. Why? 
Is it just an accident of history or is it a 
deliberate act? My thinking is that it’s 
a deliberate act. And again, as I said, if 
you are in the mind of the victor, you 
might justify it because if I feel you’ve 
caused me problem, I don’t think that 
I will naturally want to give you the 
ability to cause more problems. That’s 
why I’m being balanced in my view. 
However, if we are sincere about “no 
victor, no vanquished”, if we under-
stand that the people of the South-
east, for example, were not looking 
for a war to fight, were not looking 
for a country to go to, but that Biafra 
came as a result of nothing else to 
find... It is an established fact that the 
people of the South-east had no other 
choice. If you have read my book, The 
Port Harcourt Volunteer, as a young 
person I followed what happened; 
effort was made to contain it, the last 
straw was the Aburi Accord, written, 
completely sealed, which today I’m 
sure people accept, but they came 
home and said, ‘No, we can’t go with 
this’. And we said, ‘If you can’t go with 
this, what else do you want us to do? 
Instead of killing ourselves, let’s give a 
little gap so that we can live in peace’. 
But I believe that gradually things 
will change. First, those who got into 
that conspiracy will soon die off, a 
new generation of Nigerians who 
have no such inclinations may think 
differently and, therefore, take away 
such unwritten bias which came as a 
result of a feeling that this people are 
too competitive. Today, people are still 
expressing such sentiments as, ‘With 
just 20 pounds after the war, look at 

what these people have achieved in 
a short while; how about if we had 
given them back all their money?’ I 
was told that Chief C. C. Onoh had 
600,000 pounds in the bank in Port 
Harcourt before the war, and he got 
only 20 pounds; suppose he got the 
600,000 pounds back. This is the way 
it has evolved, but I believe Nigerian 
unity is a work in progress; I also put it 
in my book that we must not take this 
unity for granted. I wrote it before all 
these things started happening. We 
need to work at it and I believe there 
is more that unites us than divides 
us. We have a lot in common but for 
some reasons we have allowed those 
little differences that should actually 
be beneficial to cause divisions.

 
But in spite of all the odds stacked 

up against the Igbo people, some 
people still think there might be 
something the Igbo people can collec-
tively do together to make Igboland 
a better place. What would be your 
thoughts on this?

Fortunately, I’m involved in a 
couple of moves to help the Igbo come 
out from moaning and take charge of 
their own affairs. Recently, we were 
at Uturu in Abia State for the World 
Igbo Summit and we decided that 
this moaning should end, let’s take 
our fate in our hands with God. It’s 
true that we are being mistreated, 
but you find out that what we are 
doing to ourselves is even worse. 
That’s the issue. There are a couple of 
things we can do. We have strengths 
we can harness and make ourselves 
competitive; we want to make Ala 
Igbo competitive. Today, if you stop 
at Ore, you see that those in the buses 
going to Benin or Onitsha and those 
heading up to Lagos are speaking the 
same language. Why can’t we have 
a two-way traffic? Why can’t people 
from other parts troop to Igboland 
the way we troop to their areas? If 
you come to Igboland today, those 
who are coming from the North are 
those bringing tomatoes and cows; 
no other business person is coming. 

We want to rearrange that so that 
we can have a two-way traffic. Two, 
we have also determined that we 
should invest at home. We are not 
asking people to leave where they 
are because the Igbo have invested 
a lot. When I hear people say it’s our 
country and all that, there is nobody 
that has made sacrifices for Nigeria 
than the Igbo, nobody loves Nigeria 
than Ndigbo. It is not love by mouth, 
it’s love by what we can see. Nobody is 
investing in every part of this country, 
recklessly, like the Igbo up till today. So 
what’s the issue? All this talk about ‘if 
you have another country’ makes no 
sense. They don’t understand that 
this whole agitation for Biafra is a cry 
for justice, and the moment you give 
justice to those people, the agitation 
will end because people want justice. 
So, we are looking at how we can 
harness our strengths and begin to 
put investments in Ala Igbo because 
the only way Ala Igbo can develop is 
if there are investments. That’s what’s 
bringing development in Lagos. So 
while you are here, please remem-
ber your home. If you can put one 
branch, one office, one depot of your 
business in Igboland and employ one 
person, it will go a long way. That’s 
the proposal we have made; let’s say 
all the Igbo in the Diaspora, overseas 
and in the country, put one shop, one 
branch of their business and employ 
just one person, in one year you can 
create one million jobs. If you have one 
million jobs created in Igboland, you’ll 
see the impact. And then, we begin to 
think of opportunities to help people, 
to mentor people so that rather than 
letting people go on mass exodus, 
those of us who have seen the light 
in this area should choose them, sup-
port them, mentor them to establish 
in their area. We are here in Lagos, the 
people of this place are investing here, 
we are joining them to invest here 
and we are not thinking about our 
home, who will develop it. So, there 
is a great consciousness now that to 
stop this cry of marginalisation and 
feeling of deprivation, the Igbo need to 
focus a little more to help themselves. 
Maybe, when they do that, the feeling 
of marginalisation may lessen and 
the unhappiness may drop and it will 
prove better for all of us.

 
You are from Abia State. When-

ever Abia is being discussed, the 
image that comes to mind is that 
of a badly-run state. What do you 
think about governance in the state 
since 1999?

Well, I think one man called Orji 
Uzo Kalu sold the state to the devil. 
He took the state to every shrine, 
every coven; everywhere evil is done 
he took himself and the people that 
worked for him, and some of them 
have also been in the system. And 
when the state has been sold to the 
devil, what do you expect? This is a 
fundamental issue. The effort that 
is being made now is how to retract 
Abia State from the hands of Satan. 
That’s what Abia is contending with. 
But what we’re seeing is that we’re 
going from worst to worse, to bad, 
and maybe someday we will get to 
good, better, and best. We can’t have 
it lower than what we had. With 
all the efforts that are being made, 
all the prayers that are being said, 
we’re moving, though the cloud is 
still heavy.

Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa
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Donald Trump and Barack Obama

T
h e  w o r l d  w a s 
stunned Wednesday 
as Donald Trump, 
candidate of the Re-
publican Party, was 

announced the winner of the 
keenly contested presidential 
election, beating Hillary Clin-
ton of Democratic Party.

Many analysts had pre-
dicted a massive victory for 
Clinton as a result of hateful 
statements and hard utteranc-
es of Trump that had put many 
countries and continents on 
the edge. Trump had spoken 
tough against the excessive 
liberalisation of the American 
society which has given op-
portunity for all manner of ills 
and opened doors for terrorists 
to ply their satanic trade.

Trump variously expressed 
dismay at the beggarly nature 
of many African countries 
whose leaders are always on 
the move from one part of the 
world to the other looking for 
aids and outright alms. He was 
particularly pained by the fact 
that the same leaders, who 
globe-trot seeking assistance, 
are the same who plunder their 
countries and stash the public 
money in their individual for-
eign bank accounts.

He had pointedly told such 
leaders that it would no lon-
ger be business-as-usual if 
he won. For his frank talk, 
Trump had been vilified and 
branded an anti-Christ. Some 
highly placed individuals went 
as far as threatening to tear 
their American Green Cards if 
Trump won.

But while his traducers 
were busy pouring invectives 
at him, the voting American 
populace knew exactly what 
they wanted and what was 
good for them beyond the she-
nanigans.  They saw through 
the hypocrisy of the establish-
ment in a nation that prides 
itself as “God Own Country.”

Analysts say that one thing 
that Nigerian leaders must be 
getting ready for now is that 
the era of running to America 
to beg for money to tackle po-
lio, malaria, headache and to 
buy indomie, egg, chocolate, 
etc, may be over soon.

Wole Soyinka, playwright 
and poet who was the first 
African to be awarded a Nobel 
Prize in literature, even threat-
ened to tear his American 
green card if the real estate 
billionaire becomes America’s 
45th President.

During the Republican pri-
mary campaign, Trump had 

 NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Trump the triumphant

said: “To make America great 
again, we need to get rid of the 
Muslims, Mexicans and the 
Africans, especially the Nigeri-
ans. They take all our jobs; jobs 
meant for honest hard working 
Americans and when we don’t 
give them the jobs, the Muslims 
blow us up.”

Soyinka, who has long been 
a resident of the US, is yet to do 
so since Trump was announced 
the next President of the US 
from January 20, 2017, after 
he defeated Hillary Clinton, 
his Democrat’s rival in a bitter 
and keenly contested elec-
tion. Soyinka reportedly told 
Nigerians asking him to make 
good his threat that he would 
not destroy his Green Card just 
yet and that “why don’t we 
wait until Trump actually takes 
office? I am just going about 
my normal commitments, but 
definitely not getting into any 
more commitments. Let’s put it 
that way for now.”

But Wole Soyinka is not 
the only Nigerian who dreads 
a Trump presidency. Many 
Nigerians at home, who either 
have relatives in the US or 
based there themselves, are 
having ‘Trump-phobia’ over 
possible deportation from a 
land they say ‘flows with milk 
and honey’.

Phillip Ighalo, a Nigerian 
based in New York City who 

is also an American citizen, 
told BDSUNDAY in a telephone 
conversation that the mood 
of many Nigerians in the US 
after Donald Trump’s electoral 
victory was characterised by 
uncertainty. He explained 
that Nigerians without legal 
documents to stay in the US 
are likely casualties of the in-
coming administration.

“Of course, there have been 
tension and protests since he 
won the election, as you may 
have known. During election 
campaign Trump was very 
touch on immigration and 
thus, those afraid he may de-
port them from the US have a 
reason to do so. The US at the 
moment is heavily divided 
along racial lines. The Whites 
believe that the country has 

been taken over by foreigners 
and voted Trump to restore it 
back. So, they want America 
back. If Trump should carry 
out his pre-election threat, il-
legal immigrants, foreigners 
including Nigerians are in for 
trouble,” he said.

Last Wednesday night, there 
were peaceful demonstrations 
against Trumps’ victory due to 
the rhetoric employed by the 
now president-elect during the 
campaigns.

In New York City, thousands 
of people marched from Union 
Square to Trump Tower on 
Fifth Avenue, blocking streets 
and prompting police to assem-
ble hasty barricades. At least 
four arrests were made when 
marchers moved on to Trump 
International Hotel and Tower 
on Central Park West. There 

were also demonstrations in 
Philadelphia, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, Oakland, Seattle, 
Portland and Washington DC.

Chido Onumah, coordinator, 
African Centre for Media & 
Information Literacy (ACMIL), 
said neither Donald Trump 
nor Hillary Clinton made any 
clear statement concerning 
how they would handle Afri-
can issues and specific policy 
on Nigeria if elected. A Trump 
Presidency might encourage 
African leaders to work harder 
rather than globe-trotting, 
which he, Onumah, believes 
would be a welcome develop-
ment.

“Trump did not say anything 
specific during campaign about 
Nigeria and Africa at large. But 
he did mention that he would 
deal with ISIS; maybe, he will 
work with African leaders 
regarding the trouble spots in 
the world. Perhaps, he will an-
nounce his policy on African 
on January 20, 2017, when he 
takes over as president. He may 
tell us where and how he can 
help African countries includ-
ing Nigeria,” he said.

“In my own estimation, 
there have been other state-
ments about immigration pol-
icy; which people have taken 
out of context, defining it from 
their own perspective. One, it 
could be electoral orate. Two, 

… His victory, a blessing in disguise for Nigeria – Analysts

From Other Lands

“To make America great again, 
we need to get rid of the Muslims, 

Mexicans and the Africans, es-
pecially the Nigerians. They take 
all our jobs; jobs meant for hon-

est hard working Americans and 
when we don’t give them the jobs, 

the Muslims blow us up.”
continues on page 32
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From Other Lands

I don’t know if he will imple-
ment any of those policies 
because it is not something 
you just do by giving an ex-
ecutive order, you have to pass 
through Congress and so on. I 
still think it’s too early to really 
define how or what Trump 
means for Africa or Nigeria. 
We will have to wait and see. 
Until he gets to power and we 
listen to his pronouncement, 
we cannot say exactly what 
he would do”, Onumah told 
BDSUNDAY.

He explained that the per-
ception of many Nigerians that 
the US president-elect would 
not tolerate Nigerian leaders’ 
frequent visit to the US would 
be a blessing for Nigeria if he 
eventually takes such stance.

“If that be the case it will 
be a welcome development. 
Yesterday, I was reading El-
len Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia 
expressing opinion on the 
election and trying to say that 
US is a major partner of Liberia 
in terms of aids and support for 
her country and she hopes that 
would continue under Trump. 
In my own opinion, I think it is 
time for Liberia to look inward 
to see what it can do to develop 
itself.

“It will be a welcome devel-
opment if we find an American 
President who has that kind of 
disposition. One is not saying 
cut off aids completely. But you 
also find out that the aid mon-
ey that comes to Africa ends 
up in bureaucratic nonsense; 
it doesn’t get to the people who 
actually need it. Africa can do 
without aid if we manage our 
resources very well. So, if we 
have an American leader who 
can have a structured response 
to the issues of aid in Africa; 
support when there is real 
need and encourage leaders 
to look inwards, that will be 
great. I will also like an Ameri-
can leader who will work with 
other European leaders to en-
sure African resources are not 
wasted overseas by African 
leaders. A lot of these corrupt 
African leaders find safe haven 
in the west,” he said.

Ac c ording to him, the 
American president-elect 
should understand that there 
is need for partnership. “And 
perhaps, encourage African 
leaders and show them why 
they must take steps to de-
velop their own talents and 
resources for the benefit of 
their people. It may turn out 
to be for our own good that 
Trump is the next president of 
America.”

Bernie Sanders, whom Hill-
ary Clinton beat to emerge 
presidential nominee of the 
Democrats, had acknowledged 
in a statement that Donald 
Trump tapped into the anger of 

a declining middle class that is 
sick and tired of establishment 
economics, establishment poli-
tics and the establishment 
media.

“People are tired of working 
longer hours for lower wages, 
of seeing decent paying jobs go 
to China and other low-wage 
countries, of billionaires not 
paying any federal income 
taxes and of not being able to 
afford a college education for 
their kids - all while the rich 
become much richer. To the 
degree that Mr. Trump is seri-
ous about pursuing policies 
that improve the lives of work-
ing families in this country, 
I and other progressives are 
prepared to work with him. 
To the degree that he pursues 
racist, sexist, xenophobic and 
anti-environment policies, we 
will vigorously oppose him”, he 
said in the statement.

But Joe Nwokedi, property 
consultant and corporate law-
yer, upheld that Trump presi-
dency would not be something 
inimical to Nigeria and Africa, 
but rather a wakeup call for 
Nigerians living in the west in 
general, and those in America 
in particular, to start thinking 
what they can do for their 
fatherland instead of hoping 
to die in another man’s land 
because of infrastructure.

According to him the fear 
currently being expressed by 
Nigerians in the US that they 
may be sent packing by the 
American President Elect is a 

sign of good things to come and 
prays that it happens sooner 
than expected.

“Trump was only saying 
during campaign that foreign-
ers should go back and put 
their countries in order. When 
has it become a crime for one to 
say ‘answer your father’s name 
and let me answer mine’? He 
is telling us ‘stop being depen-
dent. Go and explore what you 
have’.  We have abandoned our 
country because of America. 
Since all of us now want to 
live in America, it will be bet-
ter we ask the Americans and 
the Europeans to come and 
colonise us again. They were 
here as our Colonial Masters, 
but when we no longer needed 
their services we asked them 
to leave. Now, they are asking 
us to pack up and leave, we are 
crying that we have nowhere 
to go. We are going to the US 
because they have a working 
system, but we must also make 
our own system work.

“If a grownup man refuses 
to leave your house you will 
throw him out. That is when 
he would be forced to do great 
things for himself. He must 
be provoked to do something. 
He may feel bitter at the mo-
ment, but that is the only way 
to challenge him to become 
somebody. We have oil and 
all the natural resources to be 
the best God created Nigeria 
to be but what are we doing 
with them? We are lazy to 
turn these natural resources 

to riches”, he tells BD SUNDAY.
According to Nwokedi, 

Nigerians’ quest to travel to 
America has become so acute 
to the extent that many wom-
en now ask potential suitors to 
provide bank account in which 
they intend to fund their baby 
delivery in the US before ac-
cepting marriage proposal.

“Imagine these days, a wom-
an would be pregnant and say 
she is going to America to give 
birth all because she wants her 
child to be an American citizen. 
Is that not embarrassing? A girl 
told my friend ‘I can’t marry 
you because you can’t spon-
sor me to the US to deliver my 
baby’. What kind of nonsense 
is that? If Donald Trump takes 
his stand on immigration it will 
be good for us. Let him chase 
our people way from America, 
particularly our leaders. Why 
don’t we upgrade our tertiary 
institutions to what they have 
in America rather than taking 
our children there”, he fumed.

B o l a n l e  A s h i m o l o w o , 
Abuja-based political pundit, 
said the first lesson Nigerians 
must take away from Donald 
Trump’s electoral victory is 
that only Nigerians can build 
Nigeria and that Nigerians in 
the US who may face deporta-
tion if the US president-elect 
carries out his immigration 
threats should come back home 
to contribute to the process of 
building the country.

“I have been following the 
trend because I am an electoral 

person. I am not surprised that 
Donald Trump won but I am 
surprised people are surprised 
that he won. The whites are 
tired of foreigners and they be-
lieve Trump can give America 
back to them. Many Americans 
are tired of political correctness 
and want to take back their 
country”, she said. Calling on 
Nigerians who are not sure 
of their fate in America once 
Trump takes over the White 
House to come back home if 
possible, she said they can also 
decide to move to Canada if 
they are not interested in com-
ing back to Nigeria.

“I don’t know why people 
are afraid. Is America their 
father’s land? I really don’t 
understand the hullabaloo; 
life goes on, with or without 
America. By the time we build 
our county the way we are 
supposed to, we will not be 
talking about living in America 
forever. If we have built our 
country we won’t be afraid 
the way we are now. All the 
monies that are being stolen 
here are taken there”, she says.

She further noted that the 
opinion being expressed by 
some Nigerians that Trump, 
going by some of his comments 
about African leaders during 
the campaign that he would 
not allow stolen money to be 
kept in America, may just be 
wishful thinking.

“Stolen money from Africa 
is huge in America’s economy. 
Donald Trump is a business-
man. He can still take their 
(African leaders’) stolen money 
and kick them out,” she said.

She explained that Trump’s 
victory is also in a way, victory 
against ‘third term’, saying that 
unlike Nigeria, one political 
party don’t stay too long in 
power in America.

“When America is tired of 
one party they go for another 
party. That is usually the trend 
in America over the years. 
They have done what they 
wanted to do and are good to 
go. But I think we are also mov-
ing gradually in that respect. It 
was Nigerians that demanded 
for change in 2015 and if they 
are tired of this government 
by 2019, they may also change 
it. But the difference between 
Nigeria and America is that 
they have a system which we 
do not have yet. They were 
able to work on the system 
which their forefathers built. 
But what did our forefathers 
leave behind for us? Nothing! 
They left controversy and cor-
ruption,” she said.

Come January 20, 2017, 
incumbent President Barrak 
Obama would hand over to 
Donald John Trump as the 45th 
president of the United States 
of America.

continued from page 31



‘We want to be industry leader by 
2021 in digital broadcasting’

I
n less than one year 
of its existence HIT 
FM may have taken 
the city of Calabar 
and its environs by 

storm with its exciting 
programmes as the first 
private radio station in 
the tourism state and 
now ranked 8 best radio 
stations in the country.

Patrick Ugbe, chief 
executive officer of HIT 
FM Calabar, Cross River 
State, says the station 
was born out of the de-
sire to give the people 
an alternative voice and 
providing a platform 
for the voiceless people 
in society. The station 
which came on air ear-
ly this year is making 
waves as the first private 
radio station in the Tour-
ism State.

Ugbe was a former 
governorship aspirant, 
chief press secretary and 
special adviser to former 
Governor Liyel Imoke, 
a former commissioner 
for information and later 
commissioner for youth 
and sports.

He said he has been in 

SundayBusiness

the private sector before 
going into the public sec-
tor in 2007. Ugbe, who is 
also a broadcaster, said it 
has been his dream to set 
up a private radio station.

“For so long, we’ve not 
had something like this. 
HIT FM came as a breath 
of fresh air; for so long, 
the people have been 
yearning for something 
like this, like it’s done 
in Lagos, Rivers (Port-
Harcourt) and Akwa-
Ibom States. As the first 
private station in the 
state, it will provide a 
platform for those yearn-
ing for change for them, 
things that give them 
professional and modern 
broadcasting techniques, 
a station that is inde-
pendent, a station that 
stands on the truth, that 
does not pander to any 
position but stands on 
ensuring that what they 
give to the public people 
is the truth. An organisa-
tion that provides that 
platform for the voice-
less of the society, give 
them an opportunity 
to have a voice, that is 
what we have alone, 
we have done our work 

Western Union Foundation, Ecobank 
Nigeria support Library Project

O
ver the last 
2 0  y e a r s , 
the Western 
Union Foun-

dation has worked with 
Western Union Agents, 
Diamond Bank, Guar-
anty Trust Bank, UBA, 
Ecobank Nigeria, Skye 
Bank, First Bank of Ni-
geria and Access Bank, 
to refurbish and equip 
public school libraries 
through a grant of more 
than USD$280,000 to 
the “Read to Succeed” 
library project in Lagos.

The Western Union 
Foundation and Eco-
bank Nigeria Limited 
have teamed up to fi-
nance this initiative 
as part of the “Read to 
Succeed” programme. 
The USD $20,000 grant, 
donated early this year 
was used to provide 
the library with tables, 
chairs, books, book 
shelves, ceiling fans, air 
conditioners, comput-
ers, printers and other 
supplies, at Ransome-
Kuti Memorial Senior 
Grammar School in La-
gos, in Mosalashi area 
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very professionally, we 
have done it in style, 
we thank our listen-
ers who tune in to our 
programmes daily, we 
thank the taxi drivers, 
the keke-Napep riders, 
the government, the 
opposition, the common 
man on the street for 
giving us tremendous 
support within the short 
period of our existence. 
We promise to keep the 

of Mushin, Lagos State.
This project was suc-

cessfully managed by 
the Joseph and Eunice 
Oladaiye Foundation, 
a local NGO operating 
in Lagos. The West-
ern Union Foundation, 
a few days ago an-
nounced the donation 
of this fully-furnished 
library which is expect-
ed to benefit more than 
1,000 students at the 
School. 

“We are proud of the 
work of the Western 
Union Foundation and 
its continuous offer to 
support programs and 
services that promote 
equity and education for 
all children. These efforts 
bring to Nigeria’s youth 
the opportunity for suc-
cess, access to quality 
education and a path to a 
brighter future. Through 
the ‘Read to Succeed’ 
project, we encourage 
students to read by cre-
ating a suitable reading 
and learning environ-
ment,” said Aida Diarra, 
Regional Vice President 
of Western Union for 

Africa.
Western Union will 

grant an additional USD 
$5,000 to three qualified, 
under-privileged univer-
sity students to finance 
their scholarships.

In a separate develop-
ment, Western Union 
awarded USD $30,000 
in scholarships to under-
privileged university 
students between 2012 
and 2014. These actions 
align with the values up-
held by Western Union 
and the Western Union 
Foundation of offering 
a unique opportunity to 
apply their commitment 
to education in Africa.

Between 2013 and 
2015, the Western Union 
Foundation donated over 
USD $600,000 to UNI-
CEF to support teacher 
training programs in Ni-
geria. 

This initiative impact-
ed more than 300 female 
primary school teachers, 
continuing the Western 
Union mission of placing 
the socio-economic and 
educational needs of its 
consumers first.

confidence reposed on 
us by our listeners and 
numerous advertisers 
and the general public

“Remember I was in 
the private sector be-
fore going into public 
sector; now I am back to 
where I came from. We 
pride ourselves as best 
talk, best music on radio, 
we don’t just give best 
music but best talk on 
radio. Otuetue that pro-

gramme that has taken 
the station by storm, 
we have public view, 
tell your story, quality 
programme best sport 
story – among others, we 
feature the opposition 
and government – we 
have the common man 
on the street come to our 
station.”

Ugbe further said that 
Hit-FM is one station 
that covers the whole of 
Cross River State and the 
neighboring state and 
that they were not afraid 
of competition.

“In 5 years time we 
want to be in the minds 
of the people, in 5 years 
time, we want to be that 
radio station that will 
be the best in Nigeria 
that they can rely on. 
We want to be industry 
leaders and the best ra-
dio station in Nigeria in 
less than a year,’’ he said.

Some residents of the 
state expressed confi-
dence on the ability of 
the first private radio 
station in the state to 
become the number 
one radio station in the 
country.  Anthony Etim 
Bassey of Calabar South 

Local Government Area 
said the coming of Hit 
FM was a big relief to 
the people of the state 
who are tired of govern-
ment censorship. Bassey 
said the radio station 
has provided an alter-
native platform for the 
downtrodden to express 
themselves.

John Oko of Yala Lo-
cal Government Area, 
who was full of joy for 
the station, said the sta-
tion is the first radio sta-
tion that covers the local 
government area in its 
programme. Boniface 
Obi of Ikom Local Gov-
ernment Area also ex-
pressed happiness that 
Hit FM has given them 
a voice for the first time 
in the history of the state.

Ewara Ewara of Abi 
Local Government Area 
said he has no doubt in 
his mind that Hit FM in 
no distance time would 
become the number one 
station in Nigeria.

Vitalis Ugoh, a vet-
eran journalist, said the 
coming of Hit FM to the 
state is one of the best 
things to happen to the 
state. 

 MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Stanbic IBTC Bank, Google take digital 
education to SMEs in Kaduna

O
p e r a t o r s  o f 
Small and Me-
dium Scale En-
terprises (SMEs) 
in Kaduna and 

its environs will have an 
opportunity to acquire 
digital skills that will help 
transform their businesses 
as Stanbic IBTC Bank and 
Google organise a digital 
capacity building session in 
the city.

The event is part of the 
continuation of the col-
laboration which Stanbic 
IBTC Bank, a member of 
Stanbic IBTC Holdings PLC, 
and technology company, 
Google, sealed earlier in the 
year designed to empower 
the youth and operators in 
the SME segment in Nigeria 
with digital skills for eco-
nomic advancement.

The Kaduna session is 
scheduled to hold on No-
vember 15, 2016 at the 
Kaduna Business School. 
Participants will be drilled 
in such areas as ePayment 
and online banking, digital 
marketing and the use of 
digital platforms for sustain-
able business growth as well 
as hiring and retaining third 
parties.

The partners said by or-

ganising capacity building 
sessions across the country, 
they hope to build a critical 
mass of businesses through 
increased adoption of digi-
tal technology which will 
subsequently enhance their 
contribution to economic 
development.

Head, SME Banking, 
Stanbic IBTC Bank, Obin-
nia Ukachukwu, said the 
participants will derive 
game-changing benefits by 
adopting new approaches 
to business, especially as 
the deployment of techno-
logical innovation has the 
capacity to boost efficiency 
and reduce costs, enhance 
better understanding of 
customers and their needs, 
increase revenue and even 
create an entirely new cus-
tomer base or market.

“The SME segment is 
pivotal to the economic 
growth and development 
of any nation.  Our commit-
ment to the growth of the 

SME segment has over the 
years been demonstrated 
through the various digi-
tal banking products and 
support from Stanbic IBTC 
Bank’s stable. We have 
launched an internet bank-
ing offering specifically 
for SMEs as well as SME 
BizDirect, a personalised 
digital banking platform,” 
he stated.

Head of Digital Educa-
tion, Google Africa, Bunmi 
Banjo, said the capacity 
building session aims to digi-
tally empower about one 
thousand SMEs in Nigeria 
in one year. It also entails 
further trainings focused 
on general digital skills for 
proprietors of SMEs who are 
between 18 and 35 years of 
age. “This is a project we are 
very enthusiastic about. 
With almost 100 million 
online subscribers, Nigeria 
continues to be one of the 
highest online populations 
in the world. 
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T
he National Housing Fund 
The National Housing 
Fund scheme was a child 
of necessity that was ex-

pected to drastically reduce if not 
totally eliminate the perennial 
Housing deficit in Nigeria. Those 
who conceived this noble ideal had 
good intentions. Without being im-
modest, the scheme delivered some 
level of dividends to Nigerians, cau-
tiously. Cautiously because like any 
other public endeavour, the scheme 

T
he recent decision 
t a k e n  b y  t h e 
Chairman of Erisco 
Foods Ltd, Chief Eric 
Umeofia, Africa’s top 

manufacturer of tomato paste 
and ketchup, to close down 
the Oregun plant, and relocate 
to China is most saddening. 
There is the added threat to 
stop his earlier plan to begin 
the manufacture of tractors in 
some states up North. Much 
as critical observers of the 
nation’s food industry cannot 
blame the patriotic industrialist 
for his decision, one wished 
a prompt intervention by the 
federal government would have 
reversed it. The plant with the 

capacity to produce 450,000 
metric tonnes may soon send 
some 1,500 workers into the 
already bloated labour market.

Umeofia, it would be noted 
has consistently complained 
of the company’s inability 
to access the much-needed 
foreign exchange, to keep the 
manufacturing concern afloat. 
According to him, the Central 
Bank of Nigeria, (CBN) has 
consistently preferred to do 
same for Chinese, Indian and 
Lebanese importers of tomato 
paste. These allegations, if true 
portend serious consequences 
for the nation’s manufacturing 
capacity, economic status and the 
citizens’ nutritional wellbeing. 
For instance, a few months 
back some lawmakers openly 
lamented the importation of 
sub-standard tomato paste into 
the country. Yet, not much has 
been done to stem the tide of 
importation of such harmful 
products into the country.

Besides, it sends a wrong 
signal to other Nigerians out 
there wishing to return to set 
up manufacturing concerns, 
that someone of the patriotic 
fervour of Umeofia is being 
discriminated against. The man, 
who had to bring the tomato 
paste company, worth $150 

million from Dubai and Angola 
to his home country back in 
2009 and with a product doing 
well in places such as Liberia, 
certainly deserves better deal. 
Coming at a time that Nigeria is 
witnessing its first recession in 
20 years, when the economy has 
contracted by 0.36% and 2.06% 
over the past two quarters; there 
is much to worry about. A weak 
macroeconomic environment as 
the country currently presents 
d e t e r s  b o t h  b u s i n e s s  a n d 
investment activities, according 
to Bismark Rewane, a respected 
economic analyst.

Worse still, the economic 
g r o w t h  o u t l o o k  r e m a i n s 
parlous according to both the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the National Bureau 
of Statistics(NBS).Each has 
predicted a negative growth of 
1.7% and 1.3% respectively. Gross 
fixed investments, business   
and consumer confidence have 
all been on the decline in the 
country. When combined with 
an electric power output that 
has suffered a drastic dip from 
4,160MW to 1,600MW from 
the month of January to June, 
2016 it is obvious why the 
industrialist has to take that 
critical decision. There, the role 

of the government comes in.
Its role as a provider of an 

enabling environment for 
businesses to thrive should 
never be undermined by policy 
decisions that negate such. On 
one hand it has promised that 
it would encourage agricultural 
revolution to cushion the 
negative effects of recession, but 
on the other it is doing less than 
it has said towards encouraging 
local investors in the sector to 
maximise the benefits of the 
value chain in the sector.

Truth is that for agriculture 
to become a job provider and 
wealth creator all the aspects 
of the value chain must be 
given the desired attention. 
From pro duction through 
processing, preservation to 
storage, government should 
be the catalyst for meaningful 
positive change that upgrades 
all the processes.

We should be concerned 
that we do not add the needed 
economic value to our immense 
natural resources. We produce 
crude oil but export only to 
import premium motor spirit 
and several by-products at 
exorbitant costs. The same goes 
for cashew nuts, sesame seeds, 
cocoa beans and palm produce. 
The concern too is about lack of 

applied technological knowhow 
to what we are endowed with to 
increase our internally generated 
revenue. By so doing, we have 
collectively shot ourselves in 
the leg.

For instance, in the latest 
Global Competitiveness Report, 
Nigeria fell three places to the 
127th position, in addition to 
occupying the bottom rung of 
the ladder in the areas of health 
and primary school education in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. But we have 
to get ourselves out of the rot 
more by deeds than by promises 
and wishful words.

 I n  t h a t  w i s e ,  w h e n 
committed industrialists such 
as Umeofia and his partners are 
not encouraged to create jobs, 
especially for the restive youths 
the government gives room for 
its social space to be vulnerable 
to all manner of crimes and 
criminality, brain drain as well 
as increase in violence. But all 
these are preventable. That is 
the tragedy.

 

came down with the usual Nigerian 
factor of politicians and better-
placed Nigerians tilting it to their 
own advantage to the detriment 
of the ordinary folks for whom the 
scheme was actually meant. How-
ever, in the last years; the scheme 
seems to have gone in limbo as the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria, 
which is the warehouse and the 
ultimate engine room that was 
expected to translate the funds ag-
gregated from Nigerians contribu-
tions to Real Housing for Nigerians 
has been starved of funds for years. 
As I write this script, the Bank is 
without a Board since the formal 
Board was dissolved in the wake 
of the Buhari’s administration. To 
properly put this in perspective, I 
would first of all run through the 
workings of the scheme as designed 
by those that muted the idea which 
actually had ran through some re-
alistic modifications before gridding 
to a standstill.

The National Housing Fund 
scheme, (the NHF scheme) is for 
Nigerians in all sectors of the econ-
omy, with very special emphasis on 
those that fall within the low and 
medium income brackets that may 
not be able to conveniently afford 

commercial housing loans from 
commercial banks whose interest 
may be as high as twenty-five per-
cent with repayment period of less 
than five years in most cases. Those 
that fall in this category include but 
not limited to civil servants, traders, 
artisans, commercial drivers and 
others. Anybody intending to bene-
fit from the National Housing Fund 
must be registered contributor and 
up to date with such contributions. 
The monthly contribution to the 
National Housing Fund scheme by 
contributors is about 2.5 percent of 
the basic monthly salary.

Now, can the 2.5percent of my 
monthly basic salary or income be 
sufficient to obtain a loan from the 
Federal Mortgage Bank to build a 
house?

The monthly contribution of 
2.5percent of from my basic salary 
qualifies you to have access to the 
loan. The contributed pool of funds 
created by the contributors all over 
the nation becomes available to any 
contributor who wants to borrow 
from it provided such contributor 
has contributed for at least SIX 
MONTHS prior to his Application.

How to obtain the NHF Loan
An interested contributor who 

desires a loan from the NHF applies 
through a registered and duly ac-
credited mortgage loan originator 
called Primary Mortgage Institu-
tion (PMI), The PMI packages and 
forwards the application to the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria, 
FMBN for consideration.

Does the monthly contribution 
determine the loans amount?

The loan amount is determined 
by the applicant’s affordability. This 
is the evaluation of the Applicant’s 
total income level or earning capac-
ity. At this point, a well kept bank 
account statement becomes very 
useful. Nigerians without a diligent 
banking culture loose out here. This 
is to ensure the benefactor has the 
ability to repay back. However, it 
is important to note that almost 
everyone that earns income can 
actually afford this loan. What is 
required is a good income manage-
ment culture in addition to the loan 
requirements.

Required documents while ap-
plying for the National Housing 
Fund Loan:

To access the National Housing 
Funds loan, the following docu-
ments are required from the ap-
plicant:
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1. Completed Loan application 
form.

2. Photocopy of land title docu-
ments

3. Thorough and current valua-
tion report on the proposed house 
to buy or bills of quantities (BOQ) 
for the house to build.

4. Three years tax clearance 
certificate.

5. Evidence of National Housing 
Fund scheme participation

6. Copy of pay slips for the previ-
ous three months (for Employees)

7. Equity contribution or per-
sonal stake ranging from 10-30per-
cent depending on the loan amount 
applied for.

…To be continued
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N
o organisation, 
either secular or 
spiritual exists 
on its own. Vi-

sions statement, mission 
statement, goals and objec-
tives cannot be attained 
unlessthe workforce in an 
organisation works it out.  
Without the workforce, 
no organisation can make 
progress. To think that an 
organisation can achieve 
her objectives in the long 
run without commitment 
to the success of its work-
force is like embarking 
on a wild goose chase. No 
matter how brilliant an 
organisation’s strategic 
and operational plans are, 
they are only workable 
because the workforce 
worked it out. The secret of 
any great and prosperous 
organisation lies in how 
fulfilled and successful the 
workers are.

It is a misnomer that in 
our society, the work force 
which is a veritable arm 
of the production process, 
has not been accorded 
the right treatment they 
deserve in terms of re-
muneration and welfare. 
While many organisa-
tions spend huge sums 
of money in their annual 
budget to maintain their 
buildings, plants and ma-
chineries, and other in-
frastructures that would 
help realise their produc-
tion estimates, the work-
force is given little or no 
maintenance. 

There is a reverbera-
tion of cries and agitation 
by workers from different 
sectors of our economy 
all over the nation for an 
improvement in their 
working conditions, es-
pecially the middle and 
low level management 
cadres. Ranging from the 
public sector to the private 
sector- corporate organisa-
tions and conglomerates to 
workers in the small and 
medium enterprises, there 
is an unending agitation 
for a just package. The best 
way to fight corruption 
in our economy is to in-
crease the welfare package 
of workers. A situation 

whereby somebody is paid 
a starvation package that 
can barely pay for his/her 
transportation costs does 
not augur well for our 
families and economy at 
large. The next option left 
for the person is to engage 
in bribery and corruption, 
pilfering and other anti-
workplace vices.

It is an abnormality 
to discover that in our 
religious circles the situ-
ation is worse, especially 
among churches. Many of 
the employees working in 
churches cannot boast of 
living a relatively com-
fortable life from their 
pay package. Many of 
our churches, especially 
the Pentecostals have no 
payment structure that 
is consistent with the 
present day reality. In 
the book, There’s Room 
at the Top: 33 Dynamics 
of Managerial Excellence, 
Matthew and George Rek-
ers comment that: “Not 
only is it important to 
hire the best employees, 
but it is also essential 
to treat them with the 
same level of respect that 
makes them want to stay 
to advance your compa-
ny…Thus executives must 
highly value their work-
force and take specific 
actions to be successful 
in order for a business to 
have any chance of suc-
ceeding in the long run.”

No matter how we try 
to excuse our ill treatment 
and starvation package to 
workers, all employees of 
labour either in the public, 
private or spiritual sector 
should understand that 
God is against this practice. 
In the Holy Bible, it is viv-
idly stated that: “…

You shall not muzzle 
an ox while it treads out 
the grain, and the labourer 
is worthy of his wages” 
(1Timothy 5:18), and “in-
deed the wages of the la-
bourers who mowed your 
fields, which you have 
kept back by fraud, cry 
out: and the cries of the 
reapers have reached the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth” 
(James5:4).

Excellent life

Placing value on the 
workforceU

ber, a cab compa-
ny valued at $51 
Billion without 
even owning a 

single cab has raised many 
eyebrows. The business 
model of Uber has created 
what is called the ripple 
effect in the on demand 
economy. The widespread 
term ‘Uber for X’ says it 
all. But, “What led to the 
massive success of Uber?” 
is a question that many of 
you would be interested 
to get an answer to. Some 
researchers in the USA, 
has dug deep into Uber’s 
Business Model and re-
searched their strategies to 
answer this million dollar 
(or maybe a billion dollar) 
question for you.

The question: What led 
to Uber’s Success; was an-
swered with the help of 
Alex Osterwalder’s Busi-
ness Model Canvas. To be 
precise in the answer and 
for a better explanation, 
the Uber Business Model 
canvas has been divided 
into two parts.

 The First part: Prod-
uct, and the Second Part: 
Market

Let us start with the 
second part of the business 
model canvas (the market); 
this series on Uber Busi-
ness Model and their suc-
cess secrets, talks about the 
market side of Uber’s Lean 
Business Model.

While you may think 
that the product and the 
market for which it has 
been built both have an 
equal impact on the suc-
cess of a startup, but I will 
assert that market is more 
important than the prod-
uct. Any market that needs 
to be fulfilled will be ful-
filled by the first viable 
product that comes along. 
The product doesn’t need 
to be great; it just has to 
basically work. And, the 
market doesn’t care how 
good the team is, as long as 
the team can produce that 
viable product.

When a great team 
meets a lousy market, mar-
ket wins.

When a lousy team 
meets a great market, mar-
ket wins.

When a great team 
meets a great market, 
something special hap-
pens.

By now, you’ll be able to 

make out that in the case of 
Uber, it was a great team 
that met a great market.

You can obviously mess 
up a great market (and that 
has been done, not infre-
quently), but assuming the 
team is baseline competent 
and the product is fun-
damentally acceptable, a 
great market will tend to 
equal success and a poor 
market will tend to equal 
failure. So, the market 
matters the most. The cab 
industry chosen by Uber 
actually wanted something 
of this sort which can be 
termed as their first factor 
to success.

Let’s move beyond the 
first factor of Uber’s suc-
cess and dig deeper into 
the Uber business model 
canvas to understand the 
other factors.   

 Customer segments 
— Who are we creating 
value for: for a startup to 
be as successful as Uber, the 
main question an entrepre-
neur should ask himself is 
“Who am I creating value 
for?” This would define 
your customer segments. 
Let’s turn this question 
towards Uber and under-
stand if their initial product 
was a perfect fit for the 
market or not.

Who does Uber cre-
ate value for? Let’s start 
answering this through 
Uber’s company vision 
which says:

‘Transportation to be as 
reliable as running water 
for everyone, in every city 
in the world.’

It becomes clear that 
Uber creates value for any-
one who wants to go from 
Point A to Point B within a 
city. But the use cases have 
evolved over time. When 
Uber started, their initial 
target customer segment 
were wealthy young peo-
ple being catered through 
what goes by the name of 
Uber Black today. At this 
point, Uber is becoming a 
verb in many cities, clearly 
signifying that it has slowly 
expanded its offering by 
providing value to a larger 
set of people.

This article will con-
tinue next week as we 
discuss further the subject 
in question. Send me an 
SMS/WhatsApp message 
or Call for more details and 
training opportunities.

Uberising your enterprise - Uber business 

model canvas and success secrets (5)

With 
Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.lawrence@hotmail.co.uk

     Cell:   07066375847.
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Love in the 
market place

W
i t h  a l l 
my years 
of doing 
b u s i -
ness and 

being in the marketplace, 
I rarely hear discussions 
among participants in the 
marketplace about express-
ing love. People are on the 
outlook on how they can 
outwit one another all the 
time.

 Just imagine your hopes 
and expectations were fo-
cused on a contract about to 
be awarded to you, and your 
family already salivating on 
the CHANGE coming in your 
family finances. Suddenly, 
your world comes crashing 
down, hopes are dashed and 
expectations vaporised, be-
cause the contract has been 
awarded to another. I am 
almost very sure that there 
would be no dry eyes and 
emotions would run wild. At 
such times there is no room 
for joy in the heart of such a 
person. His competitor dare 
not pass his way at such 
times. If the “Heartometer” 
was to be placed on your 
heart, it would be reading 
MURDER. That is the nature 
of the place we are talking 
about, MARKETPLACE!

Truly, this is a place 
where it is difficult if not 
impossible to practise LOVE. 
You can go to orphanages 
and do that effortlessly, or 
go to hospitals and tears will 
flow because of the pains 
you feel for others as a result 
of your love for them, but 
not in the marketplace. But 
why not in the marketplace? 
There is no better place to 
practise our claim of LOVE 
if not in the market. If you 
win with love in the mar-
ketplace you can practise 
LOVE anywhere else. The 
system of the world tells us 
that marketplace is a place 
where “dog eats dog”, where 
word for MERCY cannot 
be found in the dictionary. 
You carry MURDER in your 
hearts without you know-
ing, armed with sophisticat-
ed weapons of destruction in 
cash and in kind to see that 
your enemies- competitors 
fail. The mere thought that 
others take from you what 
is clearly yours leaves you 
seething with rage, ready to 
kill and maim. But for us to 

succeed in the marketplace 
or in life generally, our un-
derstanding, mentality must 
be opposite to the mentality 
of the world, otherwise we 
condescend to their level of 
wanton destruction which 
will cost us what we didn’t 
bargain for, that is our SOUL. 
What makes believers de-
scend this low into forsaking 
the admonition on LOVE is 
the fact that we lose sight of 
the “modus operandi” of the 
kingdom of God. 

We have forgotten that 
our approach to achieving 
great result should not be 
the same approach the world 
uses. We forget easily our 
identity that without LOVE 
our Faith can never work. Ev-
ery time we lose sight of this, 
Satan wins. He manufactures 
situations that make us lose 
sight of the nature we carry, 
the nature of LOVE. 

When you fall for this lie 
you lose divine help. Divine 
help comes when we operate 
divine principles. Nobody has 
to come down for you to go up. 
That you lost a job or contract 
does not mean you have lost 
in life. We easily forget who 
God is to us, that the EARTH is 
His and the fullness therefore. 

We forget that “the cattle 
upon a thousand hills are His. 
We must remember that the 
silver and the gold they are 
His. Armed with this truth in 
the marketplace you become 
carefree and unconcerned 
about your losses. You cel-
ebrate losses, you rejoice at the 
site of failures. You are happy 
and blessed that others got the 
job/contract you bidded for 
because you know that they 
will celebrate yours too. 

The most important truth 
is that it is not just one job that 
is meant for you, rather there 
are many great jobs looking 
for you. It is not one contract 
that is meant for you there 
are many great contracts 
waiting for you. It is not one 
opportunity that is available 
to you; there are many great 
opportunities for you. Begin to 
pray for your competitors, be 
happy and loving when they 
get it and you missed it. As 
you do this, the divine hands 
of God lifts you up because 
the faith that works in the 
marketplace is the faith that 
is rooted in LOVE. Remain 
blessed.

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics



I
t is often said that tribal-
ism and nepotism are 
twin problems that have 
destroyed the unity of 
Nigeria. The country has 

lost great brains who could 
have contributed immensely 
to its development as a result 
of these two nemeses; many 
Nigerians have been denied 
opportunities on account of 
the areas they come from. 
And a good number of oth-
ers have had to resign their 
appointments as a result of 
pressure arising from perse-
cution by their superiors and 
principals in the office. Par-
ents and their children have 
sometimes been forced to be 
at loggerheads because of the 
issue of inter-tribal marriages. 
Honestly, only a few people, 
who have lost their job, 
spouse or promising careers 
on account of this, truly for-
give their tormentors.

Sadiat comes from South 
West Nigeria and was born 
into a Moslem family. Today, 
she is married into a Christian 
family and in the South East-
ern part of the country. Apart 
from marriage, she is also 
one of the senior officers in a 
state-owned health facility, 
courtesy of a man who was 
frustrated out of his promis-
ing job years back on account 
of tribalism.

Below is the story as told 
by Sadiat herself.

Some years ago my father 
worked in a company where 
he rose to become a manag-
ing director. It happened that 
there were other general 
managers in charge of vari-
ous departments. As I was to 
learn later, one man resigned 
his appointment because 
of my father’s hatred and 
high-handedness; the man’s 
promotion was severally 
denied him. Whereas many 
of his juniors were favoured 
and given their promotions 
on a regular basis, this man 
was ill-treated because of 
his tribe. He was supposed 
to have become a GM long 
before those that met him in 
the company, yet, my father 
sat on his progress.

I was told he was smart, 
hard-working and very good 
at his job, but my father didn’t 
just like his face or anything 
about him for that matter and 
made no pretence about it. I 
heard that at a point, some 
of the staff whom my father 

was promoting above the 
man went to meet my father 
as a group to speak in favour 
of the man who was con-
sidered to be a huge asset to 
the company, but my father 
would not listen. At a point 
when he could no longer take 
it, the man angrily resigned 
his appointment and not only 
that, he also relocated from 
Lagos back to his state.

But God remembered him 
there as he was invited by the 
state government to manage 
an agency. Meanwhile, my 
father never told any of us 
what was happening in his 
office.

Five years down the line, I 
was posted to that part of the 
country for the mandatory 
one year service under the 
National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC) scheme. After the ori-
entation, I got my posting to 
a remote village in that state 
to teach and I badly needed a 
re-deployment to a health fa-
cility, at least, within a town. 
I wasn’t alone; some other 
colleagues of mine wanted 
the same thing. In the course 
of this search, some people 
told us that if we could con-
tact one ‘big man’ who was 
heading one critical agency of 
government, that he could be 
of help, as long as our reasons 
were genuine. Sure enough, 
some people expressed doubt 
that the man could assist all 
of us, considering that we 
were six in number.

So, I thought to myself that 
if we should go as a group, we 
could spoil our case as some 
people had hinted. I decided 
to go alone. After I had intro-
duced myself to the secretary, 
who gave me a visitor’s form 
to fill, in a matter less than 
five minutes, the man in-
structed that I be ushered in.

I greeted him and he 
invited me to have a seat; he 
appeared to be in his early 
60s. He lowered his head for 
a moment. When he looked 
up, he asked, ‘do you by any 
means know Mr. so and so, 
who was until two years ago, 
so and so, in ABC company?’ 
I answered in the affirma-
tive that the man in question 
was my father. He shook his 
head, and then asked why I 
wanted to see him. I narrated 
to him that I was posted to a 
place that had no bearing to 
my course of study, but that 
I needed a place that could 
add value to my career. I told 
him specifically that I studied 
Pharmacy and would wish to 

do my primary assignment 
with a pharmacy department 
in an established medical 
centre.

Without much ado, he 
pulled a drawer out and 
picked a paper, wrote some-
thing and pressed the in-
tercom; the next minute his 
secretary appeared and he 
instructed her to prepare the 
letter. In a matter of minutes 
the letter was ready and ad-
dressed to the Chief Medi-
cal Director. He handed the 
envelope containing the letter 
to me, after he had attached 
his business card on it, and 
instructed me to take it to the 
CMD the next day, and then 
report back to him on devel-
opments the following week.

He also handed me anoth-
er envelope; when I opened 
it later, I saw it contained 
N10,000 (ten thousand naira). 
I couldn’t believe my eyes. 
I was asking myself why? I 
began to think the man was 
trying to woo me with all the 
generosity; because I couldn’t 
just understand how a man 
who never knew me from 
Adam could be so fatherly. 
Well, to cut a long story short, 
I went to the hospital to see 
the CMD, and he said there 
was an opening for me. I was 

given one week to put things 
in order before resumption. 
Then I travelled back home. 
It was when I got home that I 
was confronted with a story 
that stunned me.

I had told my father how I 
was posted to a village school 
and how through a man I 
never knew from Adam, I 
was re-posted to a state medi-
cal centre. When I mentioned 
the name of the man, my 
father nearly fainted and 
shouted on top of his voice 
that I was not going back to 
the place because he was sure 
some people were setting 
a stage to do him mischief. 
After that explosion, he kept 
quiet and didn’t say anything 
about the issue.

After two days, he broke 
his silence and explained 
to us how he had ill-treated 
the man and that at a point 
the man had become hy-
pertensive on account of his 
persecution. And that it was 
his wickedness against the 
man that drove him back to 
his state in the first place. My 
father was overwhelmed and 
for the first time I knew of, he 
began to cry like a baby.

Every member of the fam-
ily was heart-broken on hear-
ing his confession, but over-

‘Frustrated out of office years ago by 
my father; today he is my father-in-law’

whelmed that someone who 
had been badly treated by his 
fellow man will still go out of 
his way to do favours for such 
a person without bearing a 
grudge or being malicious. 
Everyone wore a mournful 
mien. The family prevailed on 
daddy to follow me down to 
South East to see the man and 
apologise to him. My father 
did so. The meeting, to say 
the least was dramatic. My 
father broke down on seeing 
the man, and the man on the 
other hand was man enough. 
He told my father never to 
blame himself, that it was 
possible God allowed it for his 
own good.

After my service year, I 
was retained in the hospital 
where I had multiple promo-
tions. To cap it all, by provi-
dence, I am today married to 
one of the man’s sons. Today, 
my father’s once most hated 
colleague, whom he frustrat-
ed out of a job, has become his 
in-law. My father confesses 
that if he had died and some-
how, was told in the spirit 
world that such a thing had 
happened, he would swear 
it was never possible. He is 
today, a firm believer in unity 
in diversity. No one, indeed, 
knows tomorrow.

NENE AMUTA
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Having a one-on-one encounter with the Almighty God (the El-Shaddai) is a life changing 
moment in the life of any individual. Stories abound in the scriptures of men and women who 
had this encounter with the El-Shaddai and had their stories changed for the better. From 
Adam to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Deborah, Esther and Moses, the list is endless. ‘The Almighty 
God’ was the theme of the 2016 Convention of El-Shaddai Bible Church, Mercy Cathedral, 
Omole Phase 2, Lagos. The presiding archbishop of the church, Archbishop Olanrewaju 
Obembe in this interview with Seyi John Salau gave more insight into the theme of the 
2016 convention, urging Nigerians to stop idol worshipping, among other issues. Excerpts:

Nigeria should pursue God,
 not money - Obembe

Can you give more insight into the 
theme of this year’s convention: The 
Almighty God?

T
he revelation of God always 
brings divine manifestation of 
God. Several times in the scrip-
ture, God will reveal Him-
self through His name, the 

manifestation comes with revelation. El-
Shaddai, meaning the all sufficient God, 
the all sovereign God, the omnipotent, 
omniscience, omnipresent, the God in 
whom nothing is impossible. A God that 
watches over His word to bring it to pass, 
He appeared unto Abraham and asked 
him to walk in His way and be perfect, 
and they entered into a covenant. In 
Genesis 17, God appeared to Abram and 
changed his name to Abraham; don’t for-
get that before that time God has called 
Abraham to come out of his kindred and 
promise him that He was going to give 
him a land flowing with milk and honey, 
and it never materialised. God promised 
him that he was going to be a father to 
many nations but that covenant did not 
come to fulfillment until the I am that I 
am, the almighty God appeared to him, 
the almighty introduced Himself as the 
sovereign being unto Abraham and 
changed his name from Abram to Abra-
ham, Isaac was not a reality but within a 
year after that experience the covenant 
manifested and Isaac became a reality.

When God appeared to Abraham 
and said I am the Almighty God in Gene-
sis Chapter 17, it was revealed there that 
what Abraham has been believing God 
for over 75 years became a reality when 
El-Shaddai showed up.  The word God 
Almighty translated to mean El-Shaddai 
in Hebrew that means the God who ex-
presses absoluteness, His absoluteness 
so definitive of absolute power that He 
asked a man that was 99, and his wife 
was 70 despite medical conditions they 
still produce what God promised, Isaac 
became a reality that year that El-Shad-
dai showed up. So, no matter what we 
go through in life, when God show up in 
our life so many things that are difficult 
will become very easy particularly at a 
time like this in an egalitarian society 
where even the rich are crying, so God 
has to show up when we pray obvious 
impossibilities will be possible, God’s 
words has assured us that its possible.

 How has been the experience since 
the convention started?

It’s been powerful; we have not had 
it like this before, God showed Himself 
as the Almighty God through the di-
mension of the revelations of His words. 
The first night was so prophetic with 
the declaration of the word of God in an 
atmosphere of open heaven. The atmo-

The Worshippers

sphere was conducive; the spiritual am-
bience was presence for the people to tap 
into the almightiness of God. The word 
of God was expressly declared to the 
people in a dimension it has never been 
seen before. On Saturday, it was very 
explosive; God used His invited servant, 
Reverend Samuel Olubiyo in a great di-
mension, with fresh revelations of the 
almightiness of God. Today, God’s word 
was also declared to the people with an-
other revelation of the Almighty God, so 
we are fulfilled having this convention 
and God has been faithful.   

 It was noticed in the three days that 
the convention lasted that you usually 
start your sermon/ministration with a 
moment of praise and worship; what is 
the role of praise and worship in a Chris-
tian service and why have you adopted 
this style?

I cannot minister without the pres-

ence of God; I can’t adopt any style 
without the presence of God. I have a 
covenant that I will not go to the pulpit 
without God’s word and without His 
presence, so when you have the combi-
nation of God’s presence with His words 
there will be coordination in the lives of 
the people. So, in the place of Godly pres-
ence you will find out that things hap-
pen, it brings the glory of God so I have 
discovered from my studies that God in-
habit the praises of His people. When you 
as a man discover that I am a worshiper, 
I cannot do without His presence, people 
call that anointing but that atmosphere 
- the glory of God, the presence of God, 
the fire of God comes upon us, and there 
is something about praises that probably 
must bring God presence down. When 
you are a worshiper you carry the ark 
of God’s presence, supernatural things 
happen, so the place of praise and wor-

ship in our lives can never be substituted 
because God is looking for worshipers; 
we must be worshipers significantly and 
not equally.

Your recently-published book ‘Fac-
ing the Challenges of Economic Melt-
down’ is very timely as it is coming 
at a time the country is experiencing 
economic recession, can you relate the 
publication to what we are facing in the 
country today?

Well, as bible scholars we know 
there was a generation in the bible it 
was as if famine was a recurring deci-
mal to that generation. You remember 
Abraham was called in Genesis Chapter 
12, and almost immediately the bible 
says there was famine in the land to the 
extent Abraham went down to Egypt. 
Isaac also in Genesis 26, there was fam-
ine and God told him not to go down into 
Egypt; but to dwell in the land which 
He shall tell him. The son of Isaac, Jacob 
experienced famine concurrently; the 
famine was so severe that there was a 
global recession that Egypt the first ci-
vilisation, when it started all the people 
of governance, people of mathematics, 
construction, engineering, law and so 
on, that super power nation went into 
economic recession and Joseph was 
raised. All the advisers, professors of 
that time could not proffer solution to 
the economic recession that they faced, 
God raise Joseph who was able to find 
out economic remedy to the economic 
problem, and the peoples’ lives were 
saved; they never had to go to Egypt 
because of famine; so, even in the time 
of David and other generations famine 
was reoccurring. So today, we are faced 
with similar situation and the God who 
delivered them in those generation 
will proffer solutions on what we can 
do; people who needed to go into agri-
culture, those who needed to develop 
their skills, some people will go into ur-
ban services, because when you solve 
a problem: money will show up. When 
you pursue an idea and you won’t bask 
in, you create returns, so one of my few 
take away – the Lord have to prove 
Himself and we have to prove Him by 
His words.                             

  What is your prayer for Nigeria and 
if you are asked to make a wish for Ni-
geria, what would that be?

I pray God that people will stop idol 
worship. A nation that goes trusting in 
themselves and trusting in idols, they 
have invited punishment for them-
selves. Let people go back to God, pursue 
God, not money, not things that cannot 
satisfy– the pleasures of life that are 
there are there for a moment; that is my 
wish for Nigeria.
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T
he maiden edition of ART X 
Lagos took place between 
November 4-6, 2016 at the 
Civic Centre in Victoria 
Island, Lagos. The 3-day art 

fair was designed by TP-Collective 
to widen Nigeria’s connection to the 
contemporary art scene across Africa 
and internationally. ART X Lagos was 
created to provide the best insight 
into what the visual art sector in Af-
rica has to offer to a wider local and 
international audience, and encour-
age African and international patrons 
to visit Lagos.

ART X Lagos had a record breaking 
5,000 visitors spread over the three 
days, who got to see the best art 
works by over 65 African artists such 
as South Africa’s William Kentridge, 
Zimbabwe’s Kudzanai Chiurai, Gha-
na’s Jeremiah Quarshie, Cameroon’s 
Barthelemy Togou, Mali’s Amadou 
Sanogo and Nigeria’s Sokari Douglas 
Camp, Rubi Onyinyechi Amanze, Ade 
Adekola, Rom Isichiei, Alimio, George 
Osodi, Victor Ehikamenor and Lakin 
Ogunbanwo to name a few.

ART X Lagos was a unique fusion 
of art, lifestyle and culture. The VIP 
Opening Preview on the first day 
witnessed a large turnout of art col-
lectors, artists, gallery owners, film 
and music celebrities, members of the 
diplomatic corps, captains of industry, 
media gurus and A-listers on the 

Arts
Contemporary art finds firm 
footing in West Africa

OBINNA EMELIKE social scene. They got to experience 
first-hand the various works on dis-
play. The winner of the ART X Prize 
was also announced at the Opening 
Preview, after a rigorous and diligent 
process that began in September 2016.

 Day 2 and 3 of the art fair also 
witnessed a large turnout of guests 
who, besides viewing the works on 
display, were part of ART X Talks- an 
integral component of the fair’s spe-
cial programmes. The talks provided 
a dynamic and vibrant discursive 
platform to highlight some of the topi-
cal issues concerning contemporary 
art and its evolving infrastructures 
across the continent. Composed of 
panel discussions, presentations and 
conversations, the distinguished 
list of guest speakers included art-
ists, collectors, curators, gallerists, 
writers and entrepreneurs, who all 
engaged in the possibilities of art as a 
vehicle through which contemporary 
experience can be articulated and 
understood.

Speakers included Nigerian collec-
tor, Yemisi Shyllon, who owns over 
6,000 art works, Chief Curator and 
Director of the Zeitz Museum of Con-
temporary Art Africa, Cape Town, 
Mark Coetzee, and Curator at the Tate 
Modern, London, and Zoe Whitley. 
Other speakers on the various panels 
were the renowned artists Professors 
El Anatsui and Bruce Onabrakpeya, 
the art patrons Ngozi Edozien and 

Femi Lijadu, and the cultural entre-
preneurs Mo Abudu, Reni Folawiyo 
and Bolanle Austin-Peters, who 
brought a wealth of knowledge and 
experience to the panel discussions.

One programme that had guests at 
the exhibition really excited was ART 
X Live! which had two components. 
ART X Live: The Studio curated by A 
Whitespace Creative Agency, where 
a collective of emerging artists drew 
and painted live at the venue! These 
artists included: Uthman Wahaab, 
Wura-Natasha Ogunji, Yadichinma 
Ukoha-Kalu, Osi Itegboje, Stacey 
Okparavero, Olatunde Alara, Kadara 

Enyeasi and Karo Akpokiere.
There was also ART X Live: Inter-

sections, a live art and sound perfor-
mance installation that fused emerg-
ing visual artists and four of the fast-
est rising music artistes, produced by 
Ikon. Intersections was co-curated by 
Fatherland Media and A Whitespace 
Creative Agency, and featured stars 
such as Vector, Simi, Falana and Poe 
performing alongside visual artists 
Yadichinma, Stacey Ravvero, Tunde 
Alara and Dricky. 

 Speaking at the closing, Tokini 
Peterside, ART X Lagos Founder, and 
Managing Director of TP-Collective, 
said: “The response to ART X Lagos 
has been simply phenomenal. Over 3 
days we have watched visitors from 
various parts of Nigeria, Africa and 
the international community, engage 
with the best contemporary art from 
around our continent. These visitors 
were excited by the talent on display, 
and their reactions to the work and 
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...as Art X Lagos ends

our interactive projects, have solidi-
fied our commitment to the mission 
and ambition of ART X Lagos. We 
are so motivated by the turn out that 
we have already begun the journey 
towards ART X Lagos 2017. We thank 
our sponsors – Access Bank, 7UP, 
Anap Jets and Chapel Hill Denham – 
and our media and lifestyle partners, 
as well as the galleries and artists, 
without whom this would have been 
impossible. We look forward to seeing 
you next year, as we set out to further 
reinforce the city of Lagos’ position as 
a cultural capital in Africa”.



Arts
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Lucky Dube: Nine years after

T
hough late, Lucky Dube; 
philosopher, poet, mes-
senger, entertainer, and 
lyricist, is still reckoned 
as the singular eminence 

in the world of reggae. He secured a 
place among the truly greats of the 
world. Dube craved for philosophi-
cal distinction and visionary power, 
force and pride, which made the 
thinker a terror and a power in the 
land, and which so severed a great 
poet from the commoner throng that 
even kings are glad to do him honour.

“There comes a time in every man’s 
life when he’s got to face the truth no 
matter what,” so sang Dube in his 
extant lyric, Rasta man’s Prayer; just 
as there comes a time when a great 
man must be placed above the daily 
workings of his creation. For Lucky 
Dube, the time is now. Gifted and 
genial, Dube was a musician of great 
skill who grew up from the roots 
of unshakeable faith in Africa, but 
never was found to be fanatical. It 
was the artiste in him that saw and 

expounded the philosophy of unity 
(togetherness), peace, freedom, jus-
tice, respect, truth and the dignity of 
man – the echoes of which found ex-
pression in his timeless lyrics, and the 
message that transcended people, co-
lour and creed. Though he believed 
that all mankind are brothers, Dube 
lost faith in the possibility of uniting 
them: “I don’t know why I keep be-
lieving that one day they (the politi-
cians) will unite us together when 
they’ve shown in more ways than 
one that all they care about is the 
dollar,” so mused Dube in his Guns 
and Roses. For him, the politicians 
will only divide the people for their 
own gains instead of uniting them. 
And so, four or five years of power 
is enough to “destroy a lifetime of 
togetherness”. His detestation of the 
political class was given emphasis. In 
his political anthem, Peace, Perfect 
Peace, he once again made a frantic 
effort to nerve humanity to stand up 
for truth and warned against follow-
ing politicians.

Lucky Dube avowed that the 
object of his philosophy is to unite 

mankind and help humanity to find 
their right paths in creation. His long 
journey in the musical world was an 
excursion in humanitarian altruism. 
Seldom have ideas that influenced 
nations come from a low personage. 
For him, the world is divided into 
thin lines of colours: “white, black, 
coloured, Indian,” yet united in that 
all are an image of God.

In the preamble to Together as 
One, he nerved himself biblically: 
“When you read the Bible about the 
creation of the earth, the Bible tells 
us that man was created in the image 
of God. But it did not tell us whether 
God was white, black, coloured, In-
dian or whatever. When I see a white 
man, I see an image of God, I see a 
black man, I see an image of God ….”

The margins of his philosophy 
never found expression outside his 
Bible knowledge. His lyrics as a syn-
thesis of his philosophy offer us the 
mind of a Rasta man living at ease, 
which is a shrewd perception of the 
life that we live, but also the world as 
it could be. Thus, the power of his lyr-
ics resides with the truth of our lives.
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Lucky Dube is about bringing 
people together:  Back to my Root 
unveils his Rastafarian conviction, 
Together as One and Different Co-
lours One People are his visions of 
world unity, with Guns and Roses 
dimming the hope of its actualiza-
tion. If Reggae Strong affirms the 
immutability of truth, Stand Alone 
recollects the victory of truth. If War 
and Crime is an indictment of all hu-
man prejudices on colour and race, 
No Truth in the World is a scathing 
comment on the decay of human 
values. If Victims convicts man of his 
self-inflicted agonies, Perfect Peace is 
a rousing victory song for all to unite 
against the great enemy of mankind: 
the politician.

In Reap What You Sow, Dube con-
firmed the inviolability of the Laws 
of Nature. Man has always blamed 
fate and talked of injustice merely 
because he suffered, not realizing 
that what he considered unjust was 
but the equitable measuring forth 
of that Eternal Law which is carried 
out with as mathematical exacti-
tude as the setting of the sun. False 
Prophet and Puppet master close it 
all: the mental agonies of a wilfully 
degraded life are worse tortures than 
are contained in the priestly notions 
of hell.

Lucky Dube had re-created him-
self. His mind was deep and unre-
servedly enthusiastic. It was his 
fervent love of nature that offered 
him the gift of first class inspira-
tion in his career, thus harnessing 
the wonders of the world before 
him. Thus was the source of Dube’s 
genius, directing his endeavours 
not to anything romantic or hyper-
natural but to natural characters and 
phenomena. While his work lasted, 
Dube sustained the flow from his 
mind lyrics of inspiration governed 
yet ever fresh, which made him a 
classic among his contemporaries. 
The ardours of undisguised poetic 
volition and the flashes of vigour that 
illuminated his first album Rastas 
Never Die (1984) was sustained till 
his last, Respect (2006).

On October 18, 2007, the Reggae 
world lost its king; Rastafarianism 
and Justice lost their greatest hero. 
Dube left a legacy of essence and 
wrote an enduring chapter in hu-
man freedom. The truth of his mes-
sage should never be forgotten so 
that humanity may stand aright. He 
found the most entertaining way of 
expressing his thought-provoking 
emotions. In keeping with his tow-
ering legacies, we shall always “re-
member him”. In the joys of human 
interactions, we shall always evoke 
him.

Lucky Philip Dube is not dead; he 
can never die. He will always live 
the ideas he had promoted and in 
our hearts who loved and cherished 
him – Irie.

Isiani writes from Port Harcourt.
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Bring back our tourism

W
i t h  a 
w h o p -
ping $7.6 
t r i l l i o n 
revenue 

(about 10 percent of global 
GDP) and 277 million jobs; 
representing one out of ev-
ery 11 jobs in the world in 
2014, tourism is, no doubt, 
a modern-day engine of 
growth and one of the larg-
est industries globally. 

Of course, almost every 
country across the globe is 
making effort at getting its 
own share of the over 1.4 bil-
lion annual global tourists, 
a figure the World Travel 
& Tourism Council (WTTC) 
assured would increase in 
coming years despite secu-
rity threats across the globe. 

WTTC warned that only 
countries that make effort 
at developing their tourism 
infrastructure, access, prod-
ucts and service offerings 
would reap from the soaring 
global arrival.

Bearing this in mind, South 
Africa has earmarked tour-
ism as a key sector with excel-
lent potential for growth: the 
government aims to increase 
tourism’s contribution, both 
direct and indirectly, to the 
economy from the 2009 base-
line of R189 billion (7.9 per-
cent of GDP) to R499-billion 
by 2020. Currently, tourism 
supports one in every 12 jobs 
in South Africa.

As well, tourism is the sec-
ond largest source of foreign 
exchange revenue in Kenya 
following agriculture. 

T h e  s e c t o r,  a c c o r d -
ing to WTTC’s Economic 
Impact 2015, contributed 
KSh561.8bn ($6.2bn) in 2014 
to the Kenyan GDP. 

In same vein, tourism is 
one of the most important 
sources of income for Egypt 
and accounts for around 12 
percent of GDP, and is fore-
casted to rise by 4.7 percent 
by 2025.

It is not surprising that 
amid security challeng-
es, travel bans and terror 
threats, tourism revenues in 
Egypt averaged $8.92 billion 
from 2010 until 2014, reach-
ing an all time high of $12.50 
billion in 2010 and a record 
low of $5.90 billion in 2013 
because the country has 
invested heavily in tourism 
infrastructure and product 
development.

Despite all these impres-
sive records across Africa, 
Nigeria has over the years 
failed to develop it tourism 
assets and hence keep losing 
billions of foreign exchange 

yearly to an underdeveloped 
sector.

However, the economic 
recession provides yet an-
other opportunity for Nige-
ria to rediscover its tourism, 
which is adjudged the lowest 
hanging fruit in economic 
development now going by 
its huge poetical.

Also, in 2012 the G20 
Heads of State recognised 
tourism as a driver of growth 
and development, as well as, 
a sector that has the poten-
tial to spur global economic 
recovery.

But it is unfortunate that 
the present administration 
is vocal about its effort at 
diversifying the Nigerian 
economy away from the 
dependence on crude oil 
without a tourism ministry. 

Now subsumed under 
Ministry of Information 
and Culture, tourism can-
not thrive and any effort at 
improving revenue earnings 
from the sector will always 
yield little or no result as 
most economies across the 
world that earn huge rev-
enue from tourism, have also 
given tourism its rightful 
place in terms of autonomy, 
infrastructure development, 

enabling laws, product de-
velopment, strategic market-
ing among others.

A look at South Africa, 
Egypt and Kenya, the three 
countries that make the 
most earnings from tourism 
in Africa, reveals that these 
countries all have enabling 
laws, they have invested 
heavily in their tourism 
products and infrastructure 
development, marketing 
and sustenance. They also 
provide enabling environ-
ment that has wooed foreign 
direct investments in their 
infrastructure development, 
technical partnerships, ac-
cess and a national carrier 
to move visitors in and out 
of their countries.

The situation in Nigeria 
is compounded with the 
fact that Nigerian Tourism 
Development Corporation 
(NTDC), the agency with 
the statutory mandate of 
developing and marketing 
Nigerian tourism, is doing 
little or nothing to make 
tourism count in the econ-
omy. The agency’s failure 
to capture data on tourism 
earnings, potential across 
the country, and inability to 
work with private sector to 

stimulate domestic tourism 
is probably the reason the 
National Bureau of Statistics 
did not include it among 
sectors that would impact 
the economy in the face of 
dwindling revenue; hence 
the downgrading by the 
present administration.

Bearing all these in mind, 
lots of stakeholders in the 
sector are calling on gov-
ernment to give tourism 
priority attention to enable it 
rebound, strengthen all oth-
er components in its value 
chain and earn sustainable 
foreign exchange in return. 

The first step, according 
to most of them, is to create 
a standalone ministry of 
tourism, appoint passionate 
and professionals to run the 
ministry, and overhauling 
the parastatals in the min-
istry to collaborate with the 
private sector in developing 
the sector. 

 According to Nkereuwem 
Onung, president, Nigeria 
Association of Tour Opera-
tors (NATOP), the absence 
of a full-fledged Ministry 
has left Tourism adrift, and 
stakeholders on mere specu-
lation on tourism matters. 

“Tourism is more than just 

selling tickets and building 
hotels, hence a ministry that 
recognises the whole gamut 
of the tourism value chain is 
needed. Nations need to cre-
ate pull factors which are to 
be facilitated by infrastruc-
tural capabilities and devel-
oped to offer experiences to 
visitors”, Onung said.

Sharing his opinion on 
why the Federal Govern-
ment should restore the 
Tourism Ministry,  Je di 
Alade, foremost tour op-
erator, noted that beyond 
creating the tourism min-
istry, government should 
re-establish the Presidential 
Council on Tourism (PCT) 
with relevant sub-sectors 
like travel agents, hoteliers 
and tour operators as mem-
bers. “Federal Government 
should partner tourism pri-
vate sector to market the 
‘destination Nigeria’, which 
is one of the most viable on 
the Africa continent with a 
view of attracting tourists”.

During Olusegun Obasan-
jo’s administration, tourism 
was on priority list because 
PCT members worked di-
rectly with the president 
who was the chairman of 
the council. 

The fact that all  the 
thriving tourism destina-
tion countries across the 
world have national carri-
ers, Bankole Bernard, presi-
dent, National Association 
of Nigerian Travel Agencies 
(NANTA), lends support to 
the call for a National Carrier 
which could be a veritable 
instrument for economic 
growth as it offer more ac-
cess to tourist visiting the 
country at competitive price.

But if government contin-
ues to pay lip-service to tour-
ism development, Onung 
said that it will keep losing 
huge revenue that would 
have impact the economy 
and aid quicker recovery 
from recession. Beyond that, 
Alade disclosed that Nige-
rian would continue to be 
market for other African 
destinations who come to 
market their potential to 
Nigerians at the expense of 
vibrant domestic tourism.

He argued that if tourism 
infrastructure were devel-
oped, lots of people would 
travel within the country 
in the face of the recession, 
more foreign tourists would 
visit with their hard cur-
rency to take advantage of 
the cheap destination, while 
government would make 
more money from tax. 

But when will govern-
ment restore the Ministry 
of Tourism?

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Trailing the path of leisure 

W
ith mouth par-
tially closed, he 
puffs out white 
smoke from Bo-
dega Cigar, his 

favourite brand. His left hand holds 
a glass half-filled with champagne, 
which he sips intermittently, yet 
his right hand and eyes were firmly 
fixed on the Blackjack Table. He is 
not hoping to win a jackpot, but 
just for the fun of it, to network 
and heighten his excitement at La 
Palm Casino.

Lucas Abede, an Ivorian on 
holiday at La Palm Royal Beach 
Resort, in Accra, Ghana, is not 
alone in the excitement thrill at 
the premier beach resort. While his 
wife prefers an hour or two at the 
spa or pool, Lucas joins other casino 
aficionados in trying their luck on 
the different table games on offer 
at the casino. 

More also, some other guests 
frolic freely on the expanse beach-
front of the resort, while the play 
ground keep children away from 
disturbing the adults from maxi-
mum concentration on the bur-
geoning pleasure within. 

Well, the excitement has just 
started for leisure seekers at La 
Palm Royal Beach Resort, espe-
cially after a recent overhauling 
that makes the resort more entic-
ing with world-class facilities, 
improved services, guest-friendly 
recreational activities, value for 
money packages, and passionate 
staff who are willing and waiting 
to help the guests indulge. 

Beyond the facilities, the natu-
ral environment that is seamlessly 
refreshed by the sea breeze from 
the endless ocean is one reason 
to visit the beach resort, which 
practically hugs the Atlantic Ocean 

shores, especially if you are tired 
of the metropolitan madness and 
pollution. 

Obviously, the surrounding 
nature at the resort set on 30 acres 
of lush lawns and landscaped gar-
dens, is irresistible. 

From the ever refreshing sea 
breeze, whispering coconut palms, 
awesome clashing of water wave, 

of a classic Ghanaian village setting 
with international standards.

The rooms come in standard, ex-
ecutive club, junior suites, presiden-
tial suites, and royal suites. While 
the standard rooms offer cozy 
interior either overlooking the sea 
or the lush lawns, the Royal Suite is 
simply an alluring mix of elegance, 
space and sophisticated grandeur 
overlooking the Atlantic Ocean.

For discerning leisure seekers 
who can afford it, the luxurious 
Royal Suite is the ultimate in ac-
commodation at the resort with a 
level of comfort unparalleled in the 
city. It features classic furnishings, 
and accented with a warm African 
touch; a unique reflection of Ghana-
ian tradition.  Also, an expansive 
furnished balcony accessible from 
the living area, offers additional 
privacy and fun.

Tired of the rooms, guests can 
always be better engaged at the 
poolside by taking a dip, or relax 
and take a bite at the resort’s Sha-
warma Hut. It is even more exciting 
to drink in the Sunken Pool Bar; 
aptly regarded as an escape from 
the tropical heat by the guests.

However, guests are also wel-
comed to spectacular culinary 
experience at the resort. From the 
Royal Dragon Chinese, the Conti-
nental, among other restaurants, 
guests are delighted to taste special-
ties of the chefs.

For the authentic African menu 
and tastes, Ghanaian Village, ano-
pen-sided and thatched restaurant, 
always beckon for a visit. The 
restaurant overlooks the beach, 
and is also a great place to sample 

melodious tunes of rare birds perch-
ing on nearby trees, trailing of crab 
to its hole, to many other beach 
activities, a timeout on the beach is 
worth your time and money.

If you are the indoor type, there 
are ample opportunities to explore 
the resort’s unique world of luxury 
featuring 159 rooms laid out in 
chalet fashion, creating the feeling 

Ghanaian dishes such as red red 
(bean stew with plantain) with 
live highlife music on weekend 
evenings.

Of course, you cannot over 
emphasis the casino, operated by 
KaiRo International. It is one of-
fering that attracts those whose 
problem is not money but how to 
spend it. Obviously, with 54 state-
of-the-art slot machines offering 
additional touch bet screen, station 
8 multi roulette machine, among 
others,  La Palm Casino offers a 
memorable evening of entertain-
ment where clients’ needs are well 
considered and catered to.

As much as the resort welcomes 
those willing to spend, it is also a 
family resort. To enable the adults 
enjoy their stay uninterrupted, 
the resort takes care of children 
on family trip at The La Palm Kids 
Theme Park. It is a pleasant and safe 
enclosed park right by the main 
pool, coupled with a shallow pool 
well-suited for children. 

Having hosted many glamorous 
wedding receptions and honey-
moon, La Palm Royal Beach Resort 
has overtime become a wedding/
honeymoon destination for dis-
cerning guests, especially from 
the neighbouring West African 
countries. 

Beyond wedding receptions, 
there are world-class facilities for 
hosting corporate retreats, and 
other social functions.

So, if you have excuse for not 
visiting in the past, there are many 
reasons to visit today. Keep a date 
with leisure at La Palm, and you 
will be glad you did!

OBINNA EMELIKE



43Sunday  13 November  2016 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Travel

Ifeoma okeke

Emirates airline: Upholding the 
culture of perfection, efficiency

I
n a bid to continually 
uphold the culture of per-
fection, effectiveness and 
efficiency, the Emirates 
airline, has continued to 

upgrade its aviation training 
school, as it admits 16,000 
recurrent learners and 5,000 
new cabin crew members 
annually.

Beyond just training crew 
members on how best to serve 
its customers, crew members 
are taught to uphold the image 
and culture that the airline has 
built since its inception.

Emirates aviation cabin 
crew training covers a num-
ber of key learning areas. For 
a new or ‘Ab initio’ recruit, 
training takes place over seven 
weeks on all emirates aircraft: 
A330/A340,777 and A380.

The seven-week course 
covers all aspects of the crew 
member’s role, including evac-
uation and safety & emergen-
cy procedures, group medical 
training, cabin service train-
ing, image and uniform and 
duty free sales.

Speaking during a tour 
at the Emirates Cabin Crew 
Training Centre, Dubai, Pa-
mela Mizzi said cabin crew are 
trained on how to wear their 
uniforms and how to attend 
to customers, adding that the 
seven splits in the scarf of the 
uniform represents the seven 
emirates of the United Arab 
Emirates.

On their appearance, she 
explained that the ladies are 
taught how to apply their 
makeup, the foundation to 
use, red lip stick of their choice 
to match with their skin co-
lours, nutrition and fitness and 
proper skin care.

Mizzi said once the crew 
members wear their uniforms 
for the first time, it is usu-
ally like a dream come true 
for them.

“Every time before the crew 
members fly, their hairstyle, 
nails, accessories and makeup 
are checked to make sure they 
meet up to the standard Emir-
ates has set down. We take 
note of how cabin crew com-
pose themselves and speak to 
customers,” she added.

At the seat demonstration 
room, Ujala Bhan, Training 
Specialist Service said that 
the seat demonstration room 
is essential for cabin crew, as 
it prepares them on how to 
manually function the seats if 
there are malfunctions.

On the duty free products, 
she disclosed that the bestsell-
ing destination is Africa and 
Lagos is one of the highest 
destination sales.

“Not all crew members are 
trained for duty free but in 
time to come, all crew mem-
bers will be trained on duty 

free. The airline has its ex-
clusive products. Cabin crew 
members receive 10percent 
commission on sales for duty 
free,” Bhan said.

Walid Mansy, Instructor, 
Safety and Emergency Pro-
cedure said the airline has 
two simulators and it takes 
participants 13 days to embark 
on safety training.

“Pilots and cabin crew are 
taught on emergency land-
ing, what to do when there 
is turbulence and how to re-
spond in emergency situation. 
Every year, pilots from various 
countries and different air-
lines come here to renew their 
licence. We train them, using 
simulators,” Mansy added.

In line with its vision to 
offer a superior passenger 
experience and improve en-
vironmental performance 
through a modern and state 
of the art wide-body aircraft 
fleet, Emirates has retired the 
last Airbus A330 and A340 
aircraft in its fleet from active 
service. This makes Emirates 
the first and only airline in 
the world to operate a fleet of 
all Airbus A380 and Boeing 
777 aircraft for its passenger 
flights.

Emirates recently retired 
A6-EAK from operational ser-
vice. The aircraft was the last 
of the 29 Airbus A330 aircraft 
that had been operating as 
part of its fleet. A6-EAK joined 
Emirates in 2002 and had 

flown for over 60,000 hours 
travelling close to 45 million 
kilometres in 14.5 years.

That distance is equiva-
lent to almost 60 return jour-
neys between the Earth and 
the Moon. Emirates has also 
phased out A6-ERN, the last 
serving Airbus A340 in the 
fleet which had joined the 
airline in 2004, originally 
manufactured in 1999.

Since January 2015, Emir-
ates has retired 18 A330 and 
5 A340 aircraft from its fleet. 
The average age of the Air-
bus A330 and A340 aircraft 
phased out from the fleet is 
16.5 years- a figure which 
is well below the industry 
standard retirement age of 25 
years.

In addition to the aircraft 
that have been retired from 
active service since January 
2015, Emirates plans to further 
phase out some 25 aircraft 
over the course of 2017 and 
2018 to ensure that the oper-
ating fleet remains modern 
and efficient while offering 
customers a higher level of 
comfort and safety.

The retirement of older 
aircraft is balanced by the 
induction of younger, more 
modern aircraft into the fleet. 
This has resulted in Emirates 
operating one of the youngest 
fleets in the industry with an 
average age of 5.2 years.

The two youngest aircraft 
in the fleet- Emirates’ 85th 

A380- the first of the new gen-
eration A380 aircraft delivered 
in October 2016 and Emirates’ 
125th Boeing 777-300ER-  are 
less than 2 weeks old. Emirates’ 
fleet of all Airbus A380 and 
Boeing 777 aircraft will also 
have a smaller environmental 
impact as both aircraft types 
have better fuel efficiency and 
emissions performance than 
the retired aircraft.

In 2016, Emirates will have 
taken delivery of 36 new air-
craft – 20 Airbus A380s and 16 
Boeing 777. This also includes 
the next generation Boeing 
777-300ER aircraft – with 
upgraded business class seats 
and other features including 
a lower fuel burn ratio – to 
be delivered from November 
2016.

Emirates is currently the 
largest operator of the Airbus 
A380 and Boeing 777 aircraft 
with 85 Airbus A380s and 160 
Boeing 777s in its fleet. Out of 
the 234 aircraft worth over 
USD 112 billion that Emir-
ates has in its order book, 150 
will be the new Boeing 777X 
aircraft that will be delivered 
starting 2020. The aircraft will 
feature a range of passenger 
focused amenities on board 
including larger windows, 
higher ceiling, and a wider 
cabin in addition to being 
more fuel efficient than older 
aircraft.

No airline has grown at a 
faster pace in aviation history. 

In the past 31 years, Emirates 
Airline has not only become 
one of the largest commercial 
air carriers in the world but it 
has dramatically influenced 
the entire global industry.

From breaking plane order 
records to setting new indus-
try standards, the world has 
often turned to Dubai to wit-
ness yet another astonishing 
milestone.

Today, Emirates carries over 
50 million passengers annu-
ally, with a fleet of more than 
250 aircraft. Its 140 destina-
tions in more than 80 countries 
on six continents is continu-
ally expanding. Its workforce 
also is immense, with 75,000 
people representing more than 
160 nationalities.

Emirates Cabin Crew has 
continued to deliver excep-
tional customer services expe-
rience on every flight. Thus, in 
addition to the Emirates Cabin 
Crew requirements above, 
they are required to demon-
strate the following:

 A positive attitude and 
empathy for others, strong cul-
tural awareness and the ability 
to adapt to new environments 
and people, flexibility and 
the motivation to manage a 
demanding work schedule, 
qualities necessary to live up 
to the mission and values that 
Emirates holds in high regard 
– Professional, Empathetic, 
Progressive, Visionary, Cos-
mopolitan.
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Breast cancer:  The most common 
invasive cancer in females 
B

reast cancer usu-
ally starts off in the 
inner lining of milk 
ducts or the lobules 
that supply them 

with milk. A malignant tumor 
can spread to other parts of 
the body. A breast cancer that 
started off in the lobules is 
known as lobular carcinoma, 
while one that developed 
from the ducts is called ductal 
carcinoma. 

The vast majority of breast 
cancer cases occur in females 
but males also have breast 
cancer too.

Breast cancer is the most 
common invasive cancer in fe-
males worldwide. It accounts 
for 16% of all female cancers 
and 22.9% of invasive cancers 
in women. 18.2% of all cancer 
deaths worldwide, including 
both males and females, are 
from breast cancer. 

Breast cancer rates are 
much higher in developed 
nations compared to develop-
ing ones. There are several 
reasons for this, with possibly 
life-expectancy being one of 
the key factors - breast cancer 
is more common in elderly 
women; women in the richest 
countries live much longer 
than those in the poorest na-
tions. The different lifestyles 
and eating habits of females 
in rich and poor countries 
are also contributory factors, 
experts believe. 

Jacqueline Cain’s story
In my early 40s, I began 

having mammograms twice 
a year, more often than an-
nually because I have dense 
breast tissue. In late 2012, the 
mammogram showed no signs 
of cancer, but I was doing a 
breast self-exam and felt a 
lump. I asked the clinic where 
I had my mammograms per-
formed to see if the pathologist 
had noticed anything at all, 
maybe a vague hint that war-
ranted further testing. 

In January of 2013, I saw a 
radiologist at a hospital near 
our home,  and she was per-
formed a biopsy. A few days 
later, on my 48th birthday, 
she called with my diagnosis. 
She wanted me to come back 
for more biopsies. Of the three 
total biopsies I had, two con-
tained cancerous tissue. 

It was strangely relieving 
to finally have the diagnosis. 
But that time in my life was 
also filled with difficulty. I had 

a daughter with cerebral palsy 
who died from renal failure 
just at the time of my diagnosis. 
But I made a promise to her in 
her last days that I would fight 
the disease, which is exactly 
what I proceeded to do. 

Finding a home
My radiologist referred me 

to a surgeon at the same hospi-
tal. He recommended a double 
mastectomy. Even though the 
cancer was present in only 
one breast, the breast dense 
tissue increased the risk of a 
future malignancy not being 
detected, leaving me doing 
endless biopsies. I agreed with 
the recommendation, and in 
March of 2013 I had a double 
mastectomy with reconstruc-
tive plastic surgery. I also had 
some lymph nodes removed. 

After the procedure, the 
surgeon told me that I needed 
to see an oncologist for fur-
ther treatment. I then went 
to a well-known hospital in 
the area to be tested for brca, 
a genetic variant associated 
with a particular type of breast 
cancer. While waiting for re-

sults, I saw a commercial for 
CTCA late one night, I figured I 
had nothing to lose and made 
the call. 

From that first phone call, 
I had a good experience. My 
calls were returned promptly. 
All my questions were an-
swered without anyone mak-
ing me feel like they were in 
a rush. I felt like we—my fam-
ily and I—had finally found a 
home, the response from CTCA 
was a huge relief. 

Summer at CTCA
My treatment began in July 

and consisted of 25 rounds of 
radiation, administered every 
Monday through Friday for 
six weeks. Because we live an 
hour and a half away from the 
hospital, I decided to stay at 
CTCA during the radiation. My 
children were with me and we 
ended up having a wonderful 
summer there. 

The atmosphere at the hos-
pital enabled me to be free to 
heal. I could be mindless there, 
with nothing to worry about or 
tend to. The staff was person-
able. The food was wonderful. 

And I have a whole collage of 
all the paintings my daughters 
and I did with the mind-body 
therapy program. 

I also began taking tamoxi-
fen, which may help reduce 
the risk of cancer recurrence. 
When I began experiencing 
some side effects from this 
medication, my naturopath at 
CTCA worked with me to find 
ways to reduce these issues, 
such as an upset stomach. I 
was also given creams to treat 
radiation burns. If I was feeling 
depressed, I could speak with 
a mind-body therapist to find 
techniques to relax. When I 
experienced swelling in my 
arms as a result of the lymph 
node removal, a physical thera-
pist taught me exercises to help 
control it. 

CTCA also supported my 
husband, who was my care-
giver and an incredibly great 
support to me. We had just 
been through such a difficult 
time in our family and now 
he was plunged into caring for 
me. The Care Team at CTCA 
answered all his questions and 
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helped give him peace of mind 
that I was in good hands. 

One day at a time
Coping with a cancer diag-

nosis isn’t easy. Not being cer-
tain about your health status, 
not being able to relax until 
you get those next test results—
that’s stressful. But I learned to 
set the worries aside and take 
one day at a time. 

Today I am feeling great. 
Because of my treatment at 
CTCA, which focused on my 
whole body and my mind, I feel 
like I have a second chance at 
life. After my last treatment, 
we took a cruise vacation and 
I remember sitting on the deck 
and looking at my daughters 
and saying, “we made it.” 

I  know that  I  made it 
through cancer because of 
the care and support that I 
was given. Everyone I met at 
CTCA, including other patients, 
became part of my support 
system. Having a doctor who 
listened to me and addressed 
my real needs gave me a sense 
of empowerment that helped 
see me through. 
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Pfizer announces major expansion of humanitarian assistance 

P
fizer Inc. recently an-
nounced a major expan-
sion of its humanitarian 
assistance program en-
abling broader access to its 

vaccine, Prevenar 13, in humanitar-
ian emergency settings by offering 
its new multi-dose vial (MDV) at 
what will be the lowest prevailing 
global price, currently $3.10 per 
dose. In addition, given the acute 
need for aid on the ground, Pfizer 
will donate all sales proceeds for 
the first year of this program to 
humanitarian groups undertaking 
the difficult work of reaching vul-
nerable populations in emergency 
settings. The announcement of a 
new and specific pricing tier for civil 
society organizations (CSOs) work-
ing in emergency settings builds 
on Pfizer’s longstanding support 
for humanitarian emergency relief 
around the world.

In the immediate term, Pfizer 
will meet humanitarian emer-
gency needs through a short-term 
donation of the single-dose vial of 
Prevenar 13, which is available for 
expedited delivery.

Starting in 2017, refugees can 
receive the newest version of Pre-
venar 13, the MDV. This presenta-
tion is scheduled to be introduced 
early next year and contains four 
doses of Prevenar 13 in the same-
sized vial that currently contains 
a single dose. This four-in-one vial 
is specially designed to address the 
unique conditions and challenges 
experienced in developing world 
settings and can help health workers 
in humanitarian emergencies. The 
MDV offers reduced cold storage 

and transportation requirements, 
helping to enable vaccination of 
children in humanitarian emer-
gency situations more quickly. It has 
also been prequalified by the World 
Health Organization.

“Pfizer is proud of the significant 
impact that our Prevenar 13 vaccine 
and our partnerships with many 
humanitarian organizations have 
had on public health across the 
globe. Only by putting the needs 

of refugees at the centre, can we all 
work collaboratively to help pre-
vent disease in some of the world’s 
most vulnerable populations,” said 
Susan Silbermann, President and 
General Manager, Pfizer Vaccines. 
“Our new MDV presentation is an 
important vaccine technology, and 
in combination with our expanded 
humanitarian assistance program, 
will provide critical help in address-
ing the potential burden of pneumo-

coccal disease in these populations 
that might otherwise go unreached. 
We are especially pleased to donate 
all proceeds from these sales to 
civil society organizations for the 
first year to support the significant 
additional needs these groups have 
on the ground.”

Pfizer humanitarian assistance 
programs

Recognizing the critical need in 
settings requiring relief and emer-
gency humanitarian assistance, 

Pfizer has a three-part approach 
which includes product donations, 
cash grants and other access solu-
tions.

Pfizer donations are focused 
on specific diseases and designed 
to address the needs of people in a 
coordinated manner. The Company 
works with a range of local and 
global partners, including govern-
ments, health care experts, and CSOs 
to address the most pressing unmet 
medical needs and determine the 
most effective way for a donation 
to meet the needs of affected com-
munities.

Pfizer supports a number of or-
ganizations working on providing 
relief and emergency humanitarian 
assistance to address refugee crises. 
The Pfizer Foundation provides cash 
grants to organizations working 
around the world to provide health 
care and other critical support to 
vulnerable populations.

Pfizer works closely with gov-
ernments and CSOs to help provide 
access to its vaccines and regularly 
engages in discussions with partners 
on potential new access approaches 
to reach as many people as possible 
in emergency humanitarian situ-
ations.

Prevenar 13®*(pneumococcal 
polysaccharide conjugate vaccine 
[13 – valent, adsorbed]) was first ap-
proved in the European Union (EU) 
in December 2009 for use in infants 
and young children to help protect 
against invasive pneumococcal dis-
ease. Prevenar 13® is approved for 
such use in more than 150 countries 
worldwide.

A 
Non-Governmental Or-
ganisation, LifeBlood Ni-
geria, in collaboration 
with High Life Church, 
International Missions 

Opportunities (IMO), and Bethel Min-
istries, recently in Ajah and Victoria 
Island areas of Lagos conducted a free 
medical mission targeted at those who 
cannot afford to obtain medical as-
sistance with their meager resources. 

During the medical outreach, over 
3,000 people were reached and they 
were provided with free medical ser-
vices that included Dental Treatment, 
Eye Treatment with the provision of 
glasses, Surgeries and medical Coun-
seling among others.

LifeBlood Nigeria which was 
launched last June to address the cur-
rent gap in the quantity of blood being 
supplied in the country also used the 
opportunity that the outreach offered 
to organize a blood drive.

Abiola Okubanjo of LifeBlood 
Nigeria said that the medical outreach 
was embarked on in order to help 
save lives on Nigerians who ordinary 
could not afford the cost of medicare, 
he added that his organization would 
continue to explore many more ways 
of adding value to the lives of the less 
privileged in the society.

In his words: “Many people due to 

lack of affordable medicare have died 
or suffered permanent injury in the 
country. As an organisation, we are 
saddened by this and have decided to 
contribute our own quota to help safe 
precious lives by embarking on this 
outreach. We are therefore looking 
for partners who can sponsor blood 
drives and provide project funding for 
our objectives to be achieved. Current 
sponsors of our programmes for now 
include, Australian High Commission 

and High Life Church”, he said
Carlton Williams, Pastor of High 

Life Church, said that the purpose of 
the blood drive which took place at 
Bethel Church and High Life church, 
Lekki, Lagos was in response to the 
acute blood supply shortage being 
witnessed in Nigeria. He said that the 
donated blood from the blood drive 
will help support the efforts of interna-
tional aid agency, Médecins Sans Fron-
tières/Doctors Without Borders (MSF) 

with lifesaving blood supplies for the 
244,000 people in Borno state who 
are suffering from acute malnutrition 
because of the Boko Haram conflict.

He added that Christians are the 
light of the world and this decision to 
respond to a need in society has led to 
many testimonies. 

On his part, Co-founder of IMO, 
Bola Adebisi, noted that medical vol-
unteers from across the nation and 
the United States teamed up to make 

IMO’s slogan, providing surgeries to 
those who need it most, a reality.

It would be recalled that in early 
June this year, LifeBlood Nigeria 
an independent NGO was set up to 
address the gap between the blood 
currently supplied in the country and 
the amount and quality of blood that 
the nation needs. LifeBlood’s research 
shows Nigeria collects only 38% of the 
required amount each year.

LifeBlood Nigeria is an indepen-
dent NGO registered in Nigeria. The 
goals of LifeBlood are to:

– Foster a culture of regular, vol-
untary blood donation so that Nigeria 
has enough supplies of blood to deal 
with normal needs and national 
emergencies.

– Build and maintain a national 
voluntary donor database to make 
the process of donating blood simpler, 
safer and more pleasant.

– Become a centre of excellence in 
the provision of blood products and 
services so that every Nigerian has 
access to safe and appropriate blood 
when and where they need it and at 
a price they can afford.

-LifeBlood gladly accepts opera-
tional and financial support from 
individuals, charities, government 
offices, media houses and corporate 
entities that also wish to address the 
urgent need for more and safer blood 
supplies in Nigeria. 

LifeBlood Nigeria, International Missions Opportunities, 
Others provide free health service In Lagos 

Sunday 13 November 2016

…to donate sales proceeds to organisations supporting 
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A
lex Iwobi will turn 
down a big-money 
move to Spanish gi-
ant Barcelona to stay 
at Arsenal simply be-

cause he is still learning on the 
game, according to his father, Chuka 
Iwobi.

The 20-year-old Nigeria interna-
tional has been at Arsenal Football 
club since he was six and has gradu-
ated to the senior team where he 
featured regularly.

His father, Chuka Iwobi, said his 
son is still developing at the top 
London club and would rather stay 
put there.

“In football, you never say no. 
But at this point in time, he is at 
the right place. He’s doing well at 
Arsenal, but should any club come 
for him now, the answer would 
certainly be no,” said Iwobi senior, 
a lawyer, who also played semi-
professionally in Nigeria for Vasco 
da Gama of Enugu.

“For him now, it’s not about the 
money.

“So, should a club like Barcelona 
come with more money, he will cer-
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Football not about money- Chuka Iwobi
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Nigeria premier league season to 
kickoff December 11

T
h e  Le a g u e  M a n -
agement Company 
(LMC) has proposed 
December 11 as the 
kick-off date for the 

new Nigeria premier league 
season.

This date will have to be rati-
fied by the NFF congress at the 
AGA.

Officials want the league 
season to be brought in sync 
with what is obtainable in most 
leagues in Europe and an early 
kick-off will also put in fighting 
shape the country’s clubs in 
next year’s continental com-
petitions.

Relegated clubs are Giwa 
FC, who were expelled af-
ter breaching the rules and 
regulations of the competition, 
Ikorodu United, Warri Wolves 
and Heartland.

The clubs promoted to the 
top flight are Gombe United, 
Katsina United, Remo Stars and 
ABS FC.

tainly stay back at Arsenal because 
now it is not about him making 
money, it’s about him concentrating 
on his career, progressing and going 
on to the next stage.”

He recounted: “I took him to 
Arsenal when he was 6 and they 
signed him when he was 8. All he 
has known is Arsenal. He has never 
gone on loan; he has always been 
with Arsenal.

“He has broken into the first team 
and what they all talk about is his 
humility. Personally, that’s very 
important because when a player 
starts getting arrogant that’s when 
the player fails.

“It’s been good, God has been 
great.

“I see him being in Arsenal for 
very many, many years.”

October 9, 2016, was “an excep-
tional day” for the young Arsenal 
forward, according to his father.

“He scored his first goal for his 
country (vs Zambia) and he coped 
with the physicality of African 
football, you have to be strong to be 
play in Africa,” he revealed.

FIFA World Cup 
qualifiers LIVE 
On StarTimes

I
t promises to be an exciting 
weekend of sporting actions 
and entertainment for Star-
Times viewers as Wayne 
Rooney’s England will battle 

Scotland while France takes on 
Sweden as part of the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup Qualifiers cracker this 
weekend exclusively on StarTimes 
pay TV between November 11 
and 13.

Spain, Germany, England, Bel-
gium, Portugal, Italy and the rest 
will be in hot action as they dug 
it out this weekend for the Euro-
pean Qualifiers tickets only on 
StarTimes top sports channels 
including World Football, Sports 
Focus, sports premium, sports life 
and sports arena.

StarTimes is committed to 
securing rights to competitive 
football games for the viewing 
pleasure of its sports loving sub-
scribers. StarTimes currently also 
has exclusive broadcast rights to 
world’s prestigious leagues like 
German Bundesliga, Italian Serie 
A, Chinese Super League, French 
Ligue one and others.
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‘Wet race holds no fears for me’
A 

win on Sunday at the Brazilian 
Grand Prix will see Mercedes’ 
Nico Rosberg assured of his 
first world title. The weather 
is always one of the big un-

knowns for the Brazilian race, but come rain 
or shine; Rosberg insists he will treat it just 
like any other Grand Prix.

Nico, it is the first time in your F1 career 
that you come to a race being able to win 
the title by your own efforts alone. Does 
that change anything, or is it a race like 
any other?

From my approach it is a race like any 
other. Or to be more precise, any other 
where I think I can win. But on the other 
side it is somewhat unbelievable that I am 
here and know I am able to fight for the title. 
That is really cool!

How far have you got with your plans 
for the celebrations on Sunday?

I have not wasted one single thought on 
that. If I don’t waste thought on the title how 
on earth would I waste thoughts about par-
tying? Any thought on that is so irrelevant. 

There are only two races to go, so it is 
probably fair to reflect on 2016’s past races. 
What would you say was your highlight?

Something that immediately springs to 
my mind is Singapore. The whole weekend 
was incredible. Qualifying, the race and 
standing tall under the pressure from Red 
Bull who had changed their strategy and I 
was out there with almost done tyres. 

It could be a wet race or a dry race, 
depending on which forecast you look at. 
What would you prefer?

I wouldn’t mind both, as it makes no dif-
ference. In the past I felt comfortable on this 
track even in the wet. I think it was in 2013 

ANTHONY NLEBEM 
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that we had a wet race here. 
Are you superstitious that things still 

might go wrong for you?
I am a bit superstitious, but I don’t let it 

interfere with my racing. 
How is the atmosphere now compared 

to two years ago?
It is much more relaxed. Also from my 

side! I have been through this already, so I 
know how it goes and that makes it easier 
to keep the focus. 

How important are your personal rou-
tines on weekends like this?

On weekends like these, it is important 
that you stay in your own comfort zone - 
that everything is structured in the way 

you like it - and that I have time to be on 
my own. That is an important aspect - not to 
be drawn into a negative spin from outside 
incidents. The important thing is to be able 
to blend out anything that interferes with 
your concentration. If you don’t learn that 
in time you will not make it in F1. 

Do statistics mean anything to you? Like 
the one that Lewis (Hamilton) has never 
won the Brazilian Grand Prix?

That doesn’t make any difference at all. 
That is all in that past. But the race is in the 
future. I do have a good feeling here and I 
like the track - and that is more important 
than any statistics. But maybe when I have 
a good feeling, he maybe has some worries.

When you race on Sunday will you be 

listening extra carefully to every sound 
the car makes?

No, because it would not help as I would 
not have any chance to influence it. I have 
huge confidence in the team. And that gives 
me confidence. 

In the last couple of races Mercedes 
have been under pressure from Red Bull. Is 
it clear that Mercedes will be on the front 
row on Sunday?

How would I know? Do I look like a 
crystal ball reader? All I know is that we 
have such a great car and such a strong 
team - anymore I don’t need to know. And 
this confidence goes far beyond this season: 
I believe we will also be strong in 2017.

L-R: Heritage Bank-Lagos State 
Skoolimpics Brand Ambassador, 
Mary Onyali; Executive Director, 
Heritage Bank, Mary Akpobome; 
Minister of Sports and Youth 
Development, Solomon Dalung; 
Permanent Secretary, Office of 
the Lagos State Deputy Governor, 
Yetunde Odejayi and Chairman, 
Lagos State House Committee on 
Sports, Hon. Damola Kasumu at 
the closing ceremony of the sport-
ing event held at the Teslim Ba-
logun Stadium, Surulere, Lagos.



 Published by BusinessDAY Media Ltd., The Brook, 6 Point Road, GRA, Apapa, Lagos.  Ghana Office: Zion House, Shiashie, OIC-Galaxy Road, East Legon, Accra.  
Tel:+ 233 243226596, +233244856806: email: bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com  Advert Hotline: 08116759801, 08082496194. Subscriptions  01-2950687, 07045792677. Newsroom: 08054691823

Editor: Zebulon Agomuo,  All correspondence to BusinessDAY Media Ltd., Box 1002, Festac Lagos. ISSN 1595 - 8590.

NEWS YOU CAN TRUST    I  SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2016

Trump - election of a politically 
incorrect candidate

L
ike many, I was hoping he would not win, 
but I had troubling insights that affirmed 
the possibility of Donald Trump emerging 
victorious.  On the day of the election, I 
told my third son during a “family chat” 

to vote for Trump.  The rest of the family took 
umbrage, until I said I was joking.  But I had foreseen 
the hand writing on the wall. A Trump presidency 
was plausible! You gain such broad and varying 
insights from reading and listening closely and that 
is what political analysts do. And if you are inclined 
to buck the trend and resist being straight-jacketed 
by conventional thinking, you find out more about 
improbable situations. How did America and the 
world arrive at this Renascent moment and Brexit 
déjà vu in electing their president? 

First, history repeated itself, ala the Gore vs. Bush 
electoral results. In 2000, Gov. George W. Bush 
lost the popular vote to former Vice-President Al 
Gore, but won the electoral vote for U.S. president. 
It’s ironic that the Democrats will again win the 
popular vote and lose the presidency via electoral 
vote in 2016. What hitherto was probability is now 
a reality. American wonder! The more you look the 
less you see.  Second, there was also the political 
prediction made in 1920 by H.L. Mencken in 
the Baltimore Evening Sun of 20 July 1920, now 
trending on social media, wherein Mencken 
presciently said: “As democracy is perfected, the 
office of the president represented more and 
more closely, the inner soul of the people. On 
a great glorious day, the plain folks of the land, 
will reach their heart’s desire at last, and the 
White House will be occupied by downright fool 
and narcissistic moron.”   Was Trump’s election a 
presidency foretold? 

Third, by reading between the lines, I came across 
some convincing pointers that we were headed for a 
Trump presidency.  Besides the fact that Americans 
remain rebellious against hereditary or dynastic 
politics, which was why they scuttled the Kennedys, 
butunguardedly allowed the Bushes to repeat, only 
to be handed disasters, unwinnable wars, 9/11 and 

bags of regrets, there were other considerations. 
Let’s not forget that Trump dissed the Republican 
establishment, once tweeting his gladness about 
“the lack of support from the G.O.P., because it 
unshackles him.”  Yet, two viewpoints, both candid, 
unfurled for me the American mindset that resulted 
in Trump’s election.  

First was, Omarosa Manigault, an African-
American woman and democrat who was a ranking 
Trump official, perhaps the highest black in his set 
up. She said she became a Republican because of the 
“fractures in the Democratic Party, and particularly 
how they treated President Obama. I was really 
turned off.”  Second, was the blunt view expressed 
by Karen Hartman of Douglas, Michigan. Her words: 
“Too many politicians have had their heads in the 
sand for too long, concerned only about holding 
office. Trump, who vows to smash all before him, 
seems the only remedy to a status quo that is not 
working..We didn’t get to where we are solely thanks 
to the Republicans. Democrats share the blame.”  

On a personal note, I schooled and lived in the 
United States for over thirty years starting in the 
mid-70s in the rural corn-belt state of Nebraska.  
In all those years, by choice, I never became a 
U.S. permanent resident or an American citizen. I 
deeply respect American enterprise, ingenuity and 
patriotism, but I also understand fully their gullibility, 
limited world view and parochial mindset, which 
led to Trump’s election. I’ve severally encountered 
ennobling Americans and ugly Americans too. There 
is a rich diversity in both categories.  The difference 
between the Americans and their British cousins is 
that for the American, everything is either Black or 
White even beyond race, and every blustery point 
is blunt-as blunt as Trump. For the British, nothing 
is ever black or white; there are shades of white and 
shades of black.  Nuance is king. Paradoxically, it’s 
easier to read the quirky British, than to read the 
masked American.  It was the masked Americans 
that elected Trump.

Trumps election is not a bad dream. It’s reality. 
Attractive as it was, a Hillary Clinton presidency 
would have been a hard act to actualize even as it 
looked achievable.   Moreover, beyond gender and 
glass ceiling sentiments, how does one contrive that 
Hillary Clinton, a smart woman, well-groomed and 
independent-minded spouse of a nearly impeached 
former president will be elected to succeed Barack 
Obama; a smart black man of African descent, with 
a Muslim middle name, who served two full terms 
to the chagrin of some of his compatriots, many 
who are still not convinced he is an American? Hard 
indeed! Whatever happened to the real America; 
those descendants of Mayflower passengers? Trump 

was their trump card. Go figure!
Obnoxiousness and politically incorrectness 

have their values. Yet few politicians embrace such 
options openly.  Donald Trump dared to and he 
won.  Trump ran against the grain of conventional 
wisdom by saying very offensive things, while 
pushing the”Let’s Make America Great Again” 
mantra, which synched with the hidden mindset 
of mainstream white America.  Trump indeed cast 
himself as the only one capable of altering “the 
status quo that wasn’t working” thus rekindling the 
nostalgia of good old America. He triggered a white 
lash! Americans only projected all their grouses and 
anti-establishment feelings into a hidden support 
for Trump. Do Americans feel duped?  Ongoing 
protestations say so; but time will tell.

I’ve been variously asked what the implications 
are of Donald Trump’s victory for Nigeria, politically 
and economically. It’s obvious that Trump’s election 
has vast implications for the U.S., the world and 
for Africa, Nigeria included.  His “America First” 
proclamation and other utterances, points to greater 
insularity.  As such, he is likely to deal with Nigeria 
in the Africa context.  If his foreign engagement is 
purely strategic, it would mean seeking out and 
outsourcing regional challenges to willing regional 
partners like Nigeria.  The broad scope of his 
immigration redaction will favour those Nigerians 
that need to be regularized; the rest will be simply 
deported, no questions asked. On Nigeria’s socio-
economic challenges, we should expect little or no 
assistance; nothing exceptional. Yet, I make bold to 
predict that as president, Trump will visit Nigeria 
within his first four years, something President 
Obama did not do in eight years. 

Which Trump will lead America? Being 
politically incorrect might have helped elect Trump 
president; but it certainly won’t help him run the 
U.S. and the world.  The U.S. Presidency is not the 
Apprentice. A huge difference exists between being 
a candidate or president-elect and being President 
of the United States.  America is no longer a lone 
superpower; so Trump will confront a bullish Russia, 
an expansive China and an intractable Middle East. 
Having won, Trump bears the burden of his divided 
party, traumatized country and untrusting world; 
he will discover that the American presidency is no 
walk in the park. Trump will, however, need to first 
heal America and decide what to do with the 29 
million people on Obamacare, which he plans to 
scrap. If he keeps his promise of ridding America of 
illegal aliens, parts of U.S. domestic sector will suffer 
immeasurably.  The impact will be huge, with labour 
and production costs tripling.   Mr. Trump, welcome 
to our real world! Unfortunately, he can’t be fired.
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OSELOKA H. OBAZE
Obaze is MD/CEO of Selonnes Consult Ltd. 
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Is your computer running more slowly than usual? Does 
it stop responding, freeze often, or display other odd be-
havior? It might have a virus. Fortunately, if you update 
your computer regularly and use antivirus software, 
you can help permanently remove unwanted software 
and prevent it from being installed in the first place.

Windows Defender (built in to Windows 8), Micro-
soft Security Essentials, and other antivirus software 
programs download the latest updates over the Internet 
to fight new malware. Windows Defender Offline helps 
protect against advanced malware that can’t always be 
detected by antivirus software.

1.      From the Search charm, search for defender, 
and then open Windows Defender.

2.      On the Home tab, choose a scan option, and 
then tap or click Scan now.

In addition to the color codes for your PC’s overall 
security status, Windows Defender applies an alert level 
to any suspected malware it detects. You can decide 
whether to remove an item entirely, research it further, 
or let it run because you recognize it.

Review quarantined items
If Windows Defender can’t determine whether a de-

tected item is malware or something that you intention-
ally installed, it prevents the software from running but 
quarantines it on your PC so that you can decide later.

Windows XP
Windows XP does not include virus protection.
Click the security icon on the taskbar, or click Start, 

select Control Panel, and then double-click Security 
Center to find out if you have already installed antivirus 
protection from a third party.

Note: On April 8, 2014, Microsoft ended support 
for Windows XP. This means that there will be no new 
security updates available through automatic updating 
for computers that are still running Windows XP.

Also on this date, Microsoft stopped providing Mi-
crosoft Security Essentials for download on Windows 
XP. (If you already have Microsoft Security Essentials 
installed, you will continue to receive antimalware 
signature updates for a limited time, but this does not 
mean that your PC is secure because Microsoft no longer 
provides security updates to help protect it.) 

Blogs
From the 

“Chief Bisi Akande has no reason to shun APC campaigns 
and rallies in Ondo state because every APC aspirant that 
contested the Ondo state governorship primary in Sep-
tember has always been his close associate and knew so 
well that he is being treated from one hospital to another 
in the USA, the U.K. and in Nigeria since last April”. Lani 
Baderinwa, Bisi Akande’s media aide.
“I am now a part-time resident of Abuja these days (in order) 
to ensure my people get justice and I know the injustice will 
not stand. If you have not collected your PVCs, make sure 
you collect them. It is sure that the injustice against Jegede 
will not stand. So, collect your PVCs to enable you vote for 
Jegede. He will contest the election and win the election.” 
Olusegun Mimiko, Ondo State Governor.
“Anybody with a plan for Nigeria cannot come into power 
and within the spate of a year, plunge the largest economy 
on the continent into recession. They have actually dev-
astated the economy of Nigeria but they kept blaming the 
PDP. But the fact remains that as of May 29, 2015, Nigeria 
was the largest economy in Africa and as of May 2016, 
we have become a nation of sorrow.” Emmanuel Njiwah, 
vice-chairman, North-East.
 

Numbers
N95bn
Nigeria plans to sell N95bn ($301.8m) of bonds on 
November 16, the Debt Management Office said 
on Friday.

€15m
The Head of EU Delegation, Amb Michel Arrion, says 
the EU will spend €15m to commence studies on the 
Lagos-Abidjan link road. 


