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About Brandy 
Brandy Vencel is a Charlotte Mason homeschooling mom of 
four, and the host of the popular podcast Schole Sisters. She is 
the author of Start Here: A Journey Through Charlotte Mason's 
20 Principles and The Afterthinker's Guide to Charlotte 
Mason's Home Education, which can be found on her blog, 
Afterthoughts. Brandy has a heart for serving classical and 
Charlotte Mason homeschooling moms through the Ambleside 
Online auxiliary board and the Schole Sistership, a community 
founded by the Schole Sisters for moms seeking comradery 
around big ideas in education.  

Key Ideas 
• Taking the time to explicitly teach children the manners we expect from them, especially ones that 

are not practiced often in everyday life, is so important. It will help prevent a lot of embarrassment 
for both you and the child 

• Tying manners to specific Scriptures is a great way to anchor manners to the Christian life.  

• Teaching manners is appropriate for any age. Using discussions to teach them is easily done with 
ages 5 and up. 
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Quotables 
“Through the lessons, we actually ended up having some really good discussions. Especially the older 
ones, a little light bulb turned on like, “Oh, the gifts aren't just about me. It's actually about, also, the 
person who, you know, spent the time to go shopping for me and was thinking of me. And I can say, 
thank you because of their intentions and their goodness towards me. And not just because of what 

the gift actually is.” 

Brandy Vencel 
“It actually ended up being a lot of fun and getting to see them learning to navigate social situations 

and think about it in advance. I didn't realize how fun that could be to talk about beforehand.” 

Brandy Vencel 

Time Stamps 
3:12 meet Brandy 
7:24 teaching Christmas manners in Morning time 
16:00 why do it in Morning Time 
23:00 repeating topics and ages rages  
33:14 Christmas Morning Time ideas and the value of it 
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