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THE HAGUE CENTRE FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES 

GLOBAL SECURITY PULSE OCTOBER 2018 

 

 

POLITICAL VIOLENCE: METHODOLOGY 
 

This global security pulse focuses on political violence in the ring around Europe. This pulse consists of 
three separate parts. Firstly, a general table of the main trends in which political violence plays a role. 
Secondly, a table on the state of the international order based on a qualitative assessment and expert 
validation. These views have further been tested during an expert meeting, which included experts from 
the Clingendael Institute, the Netherlands Ministry of Defense, and The Hague Centre for Strategic 
Studies. The third part of the Global Security Pulse consists of the results of the scan, of which a 
description is given below – all (raw) results are available with the authors. 
 

DATA SOURCES USED FOR LONG-TERM TREND TABLE: THREATS (20-YEAR TIMESPAN) 

 

MEASUREMENT  SOURCE  

Baseline 

Political violence UCDP  

Political violence in the ring around Europe 

State-based violence 

Non-state violence 

One-sided violence 

UCDP  

Protests G-DELT  

 

SOURCES USED FOR LONG-TERM TRENDS: INTERNATIONAL ORDER (20-YEAR TIMESPAN) 

REGIME  NORM RULE SOURCE(S) 

State 

sovereignty 

regime 

Recognition of legitimacy of 

Westphalian state. 

Non-intervention, unless 

authorized by the UN Security 

Council. 

UN Charter 

  

Environmental 

regime 

Support for policies that 

address the effects of 

climate change. 

Adherence to international 

water regime. 

Stockholm Decl., 1972; 

UN Watercourses 

Convention  

Human rights 

regime 

Respect for human rights as 

governance objective. 

Adherence to the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (ICCPR). 

UDHR, 1948; ICCPR 

http://ucdp.uu.se/
http://ucdp.uu.se/
https://www.gdeltproject.org/
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International 

justice regime 

Recognition that grave 

violations of international 

humanitarian law (IHL) are 

unacceptable. 

Cooperation with ICC 

prosecutions, or active 

cooperation on suppression of 

terrorism. 

Geneva Conventions 

Transportation 

regime (flow 

security) 

Recognition of need for 

unfettered sea lines of 

communication (SLOCs). 

Non-imposition of maritime 

blockades, or active 

intervention to 

prevent/suppress these. 

UNCLOS 

 

RESULTS OF THE SCAN  

In total, 82 publications were consulted for a period of six months (April 2018 to October 2018). This 

generated 140 potentially relevant signals. 66 of these were potential threats, 30 were signals which were 

potentially relevant of the international order, and 44 signals had a potential impact on both. Out of the 

140 potentially relevant signals there were 123 likely underappreciated signals. 52 signals qualified as new 

developments rather than new manifestations of existing trends (71) or signals already on the radar (17). 

 

THREAT ORDER  

Although droughts can lead to violence in urban 
areas, the majority of armed conflicts in rural areas 
occurs where food crops are abundant. 

Chinese long-arm investment politics threatens 
European cohesion and breeds popular 
discontent.  

Not just a European problem: African countries face 
difficulties reintegrating both terrorists and victims of 
political violence into society. 

Europe is still largely dependent on ‘border 
externalization’ in Africa, even though this 
securitizing of migration increases instability in 
the long run. 

With most of the international community’s 
attention going to direct effects of war and 
insurgency, hidden forms of violence fly under the 
radar.  

China uses developing countries as testing 
grounds and kick-off platforms in its quest to 
become the world’s top AI developer by 2030, 
empowering authoritarian governments along the 
way. 

Large, international infrastructure deals may have 
disastrous effects not only on the environment, but 
also on people’s livelihoods, fueling the risk of 
political violence. 

Rising ‘resource nationalism’ in Africa has a two-
fold effect, by impeding other nations’ efforts to 
expand their influence on the continent, while 
inducing conflict on a more local level. 

Economic policies that have led to rapid national 
debt increases and severely depreciated currencies 
are sparking civil unrest in a growing number of 
countries. 

Repressive leadership is being empowered as 
hard-won democratic rights are being reversed, 
leading to a re-emergence of authoritarian politics 
and political violence. 

In areas where conflict is becoming – or appears to 
be – a thing of the past, large population shifts may 
further exacerbate tensions. 

“The ballot, not the gun, is becoming the main 
source of political contestation.” 

Environmental problems continue to put a strain on 
resources, leading to protests even in the most 
repressive, authoritarian regimes. 

The use of mercenaries aside from national 
military power is bringing about a dangerous 
change in hybrid and proxy warfare. 
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SOURCES USED FOR OPEN SCAN  

 

(INTER)NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

THINK TANKS/ 
RESEARCH CENTERS  

SPECIFIC SOURCES TWITTER 

Doctors without Borders 
(MSF)  

Clingendael Institute  Foreign Policy  Jason Lyall  

UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR)  

Council on Foreign 
Relations / Foreign Affairs  

New York Times  Simon Engelkes  

International Organization 
for Migration (IOM)  

Armed Conflict Location & 
Event Data Project (ACLED)  

International Affairs  Fransje Molenaar  

FRONTEX  Peace Research Institute 
Oslo (PRIO)  

Washington Post  Nick Grinstead  

Human Rights Watch 
(HRW)  

ACCORD / Conflict Trends 
magazine  

The National Interest  

 

UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA)  

Tony Blair Institute for 
Global Change  

Political Violence at a 
Glance  

 

World Bank (WB)  Uppsala University Dept. of 
Peace and Conflict 
Research (UCDP)  

The Economist  

 

Economic Community of 
West African States 
(ECOWAS)  

Brookings Institution  Border Violence 
Monitoring  

 

Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE)  

Council for European 
Studies  

Guardian  

 

Union for the 
Mediterranean (UfM)  

Italian Institute for 
International Political 
Studies (ISPI)  

Strategic Risk  

 

Fund for Peace (FFP)  Foreign Policy Research 
Institute (FPRI)  

Balkan Insight  

 

College of Europe Policy 
Brief Series (CEPOB)  

German Marshall Fund 
(GMF) / GMF alliance for 
securing democracy 

MENARA project  

 

 
United States Institute of 
Peace (USIP)  

Long War Journal  

 

 
Tahrir Institute for Middle 
East Policy (TIMEP)  

RadioFreeEurope 
RadioLiberty (RFE/RL)  

 

https://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/
https://www.clingendael.org/
https://foreignpolicy.com/
https://twitter.com/jaylyall_red5
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.cfr.org/
https://www.cfr.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://twitter.com/englks
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/
https://www.acleddata.com/
https://www.acleddata.com/
https://academic.oup.com/ia
https://twitter.com/ffmolenaar
https://frontex.europa.eu/
https://www.prio.org/
https://www.prio.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://twitter.com/nick_grins
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
http://www.accord.org.za/publications/ct/
http://www.accord.org.za/publications/ct/
https://nationalinterest.org/
https://www.unrwa.org/
https://www.unrwa.org/
https://www.unrwa.org/
https://www.unrwa.org/
https://institute.global/
https://institute.global/
http://politicalviolenceataglance.org/
http://politicalviolenceataglance.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.pcr.uu.se/research/UCDP/
https://www.pcr.uu.se/research/UCDP/
https://www.pcr.uu.se/research/UCDP/
https://www.economist.com/
http://www.ecowas.int/
http://www.ecowas.int/
http://www.ecowas.int/
https://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/
https://www.osce.org/
https://www.osce.org/
https://www.osce.org/
https://councilforeuropeanstudies.org/
https://councilforeuropeanstudies.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/
http://ufmsecretariat.org/
http://ufmsecretariat.org/
https://www.ispionline.it/en/
https://www.ispionline.it/en/
https://www.ispionline.it/en/
https://www.strategic-risk-europe.com/
http://fundforpeace.org/global/
https://www.fpri.org/
https://www.fpri.org/
https://www.fpri.org/
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/
https://www.coleurope.eu/page-ref/cepob-college-europe-policy-brief-series
https://www.coleurope.eu/page-ref/cepob-college-europe-policy-brief-series
http://www.gmfus.org/
http://www.gmfus.org/
https://securingdemocracy.gmfus.org/
https://securingdemocracy.gmfus.org/
http://www.menaraproject.eu/
https://www.usip.org/
https://www.usip.org/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/
https://timep.org/
https://timep.org/
https://www.rferl.org/
https://www.rferl.org/
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Euro-Mediterranean Study 
Commission (EuroMeSCo)  

Wall Street Journal  

 

 
International Centre for 
Counter-Terrorism (ICCT)  

Fair Observer  

 

 
The Jamestown 
Foundation 

Africa Times  

 

 
Institute for National 
Security Studies (INSS); Tel 
Aviv University  

Deutsche Welle  

 

 
Chatham House  POLITICO  

 

 
Aon  News Deeply  

 

 
Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group  

South China Morning 
Post  

 

 Freedom House The Atlantic  

 G-DELT Project Kyiv Post  

 Heidelberg conflict 
barometer 

The Independent  

 Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS)  

Debriefer  

 International Crisis Group Bloomberg  

 Institute for Security 
Studies (ISS) 

Times of India  

 Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace 

BBC  

 Security Praxis Quartz  

 European Council on 
Foreign Relations (ECFR) 

Nikkei Asian Review  

 The Global Initiative 
Against Transnational 
Organized Crime 

The Conversation  

 International Centre for 
Defence and Security 
(ICDS) 

Bellingcat  

 International Peace 
Institute (IPI) 

Telegraph  

 

 

 

 

https://www.euromesco.net/
https://www.euromesco.net/
https://www.wsj.com/
http://icct.nl/
http://icct.nl/
https://www.fairobserver.com/
https://jamestown.org/
https://jamestown.org/
https://africatimes.com/
http://www.inss.org.il/
http://www.inss.org.il/
http://www.inss.org.il/
https://www.dw.com/en/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/
https://www.politico.com/
http://www.aon.com/
https://www.newsdeeply.com/
http://khpg.org/en/
http://khpg.org/en/
https://www.scmp.com/frontpage/international
https://www.scmp.com/frontpage/international
https://freedomhouse.org/
https://www.theatlantic.com/
https://www.gdeltproject.org/
https://www.kyivpost.com/
https://hiik.de/conflict-barometer/current-version/?lang=en
https://hiik.de/conflict-barometer/current-version/?lang=en
https://www.independent.co.uk/
https://www.csis.org/
https://www.csis.org/
https://debriefer.net/en/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/
https://www.bloomberg.com/
https://issafrica.org/
https://issafrica.org/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://carnegieendowment.org/
https://carnegieendowment.org/
http://www.bbc.com/
https://securitypraxis.eu/
https://qz.com/
https://www.ecfr.eu/
https://www.ecfr.eu/
https://asia.nikkei.com/
http://globalinitiative.net/
http://globalinitiative.net/
http://globalinitiative.net/
http://theconversation.com/
https://icds.ee/
https://icds.ee/
https://icds.ee/
https://www.bellingcat.com/
https://www.ipinst.org/
https://www.ipinst.org/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/

