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On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we read in Matthew's Gospel about Joseph and his decision to divorce the pregnant Mary. An angel 
comes to Joseph: “Do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been 
conceived in her.”

Luke's Gospel is our guide this week. Monday we read of Mary and Elizabeth. Thursday is Mary's magnificent prayer in the 
continuation of the annunciation story. Friday is the naming of John by Zechariah. Saturday, in the morning, has Zechariah's prayer 
of praise after being allowed to speak again. The scenes and canticles, or songs, which are part of the story, are so well known to us 
that we can miss hearing them with an open heart.

If we celebrate the Vigil of Christmas on Saturday, Matthew's Gospel (though any of the gospels for Christmas may be used at any 
of the Christmas liturgies) offers the history of Jesus' family.

Christmas is on Sunday. The first celebration of The Nativity of the Lord is the Mass at Midnight. The first reading is from Isaiah: 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.” This 
powerful reading deserves a slow contemplation. The Gospel is from Luke: the journey to Bethlehem, the birth, the angels announce 
the birth to the shepherds. The second celebration of The Nativity of the Lord is the Mass at Dawn. The Gospel is from Luke: the 
shepherds visit the newborn child. “And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” The third celebration of The 
Nativity of the Lord is the Mass during the Day. Here the Gospel is from the beginning of John's Gospel: “And the Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.”

Daily Prayer This Week

This may be one of the most difficult weeks to be reflective throughout each day. This weekend may be quite full for many of us. 
Others of us may be alone although we may be a part of the faith community on Friday or Saturday, or perhaps daily this week. 
While some of us have had guests staying with us and a house to clean this week, others of us will be reviewing memories and 
struggling, even a little, with being alone.

Even though this may be a very busy week, with final Christmas preparations, or perhaps travel to visit family, it can be a 
contemplative week if we focus our desires each morning. No matter what our days hold, we can take a few minutes in the shower 
or while getting dressed to consciously ask for the grace to approach Christmas with faith and with a heart open to the graces offered 
us. “Lord, help me today to stay focused on your coming in the flesh to be with us. While I'm busy about this and that, I ask your 
help. Keep reminding me throughout this day about Mary's acceptance of your plan for her, about the poverty into which Jesus was 
born.” We will use our own words to connect these stories of our Salvation with the concrete interactions and events of our 
upcoming day.

Then, throughout the day, we will be able to let familiar parts of the story sustain us this week. All of us can relate to Zechariah's 
hesitation. We can look for and notice the times when we are hesitant to place our trust in God and how little we have to say about 
faith. But, when Zechariah could write “His name is John (God is gracious),” Zechariah could speak again. As we rush from one 
place to another, we can pray, “Lord, I know you are gracious, even when I act like I doubt it. Let me place my trust in you.” 

Mary herself can be a wonderful guide for us this week, and we can be bold in asking her to show us the graces her Son wants to 
give us this week. The one who says “Behold the handmaid of the Lord” and “My being proclaims the greatness of the Lord” can 
help us find words for our “yes” and for our giving praise to God this week.

It could be a great grace to pause before going to church, Christmas Eve or Christmas morning, as individuals or for a brief prayer 
as a family, to ask for the grace to be touched by how he came in history for us and how he comes now among us still, to set us free.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm

The Messianic Mysteries of the “O Antiphons”

Ever re-read a favourite mystery novel, enjoying all the clues hidden in plain sight which you missed the first time because you 
didn’t know how the story would turn out?

When Catholics read the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah, we marvel – in hindsight – at how our loving Father scattered 
hints about His Son through history, all the way back to Adam and Eve. These sustained the Jewish people through centuries of 
slavery and exile, waiting for their promised Messiah.

We revisit these promises every Advent. From the seventh century, the Church has sung the “O Antiphons” – seven prophetic titles 
of the Messiah – at Vespers (evening prayer) in the days leading up to Christmas, just as a well-plotted thriller wraps up all its loose 
ends into a satisfying conclusion.

Today, we also hear these as the Gospel acclamations at Mass, in a slightly different order, and in the popular hymn O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel. Here are the Scriptural roots of each Antiphon:

17 Dec (O Sapientia):

O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High. You fill the universe and hold all things together in a strong yet gentle 
manner. O come, teach us the way of truth.

The prophet Isaiah, who lived 700 years before Christ, described the coming Messiah as possessing a spirit of wisdom and counsel 
(Is 11:2), and God as “excellent in wisdom” (Is 28:29). Old Testament books depicted Wisdom as a person seeking to reveal to Man 
truths about God and the virtuous life, foreshadowing the incarnation of Jesus Christ as “the Truth” and “the Way to the Father”.
18 Dec (O Adonai):

O Lord and leader of Israel, you appeared to Moses in a burning bush and you gave him the Law on Sinai. O come and save us with 
your mighty power.

The O Antiphons were composed in Latin, but this one retains the Hebrew word for Lord, Adonai, which is used over 300 times in 
the Old Testament. Its reference to the events of the Exodus (c. 1400 BC) points to God as the all-powerful, all-wise leader who 
saves us and shows us how to live.

19 Dec (O Radix Jesse):

O root of Jesse, you stand as a signal for the nations; kings fall silent before you whom the peoples acclaim. O come and deliver us, 
and do not delay.

This reveals the Messiah’s biological lineage from King David, son of Jesse. A thousand years before Jesus was born, the prophet 
Nathan told King David that God would build an eternal kingdom for David’s heir, and “He shall be [God’s] Son”. (2 Sam 7:12-14) 
Isaiah reinforces this 300 years later, when he prophesies that the Messiah “shall come forth from the root of Jesse” (Is 11:1).

Hence, when the Angel Gabriel told Mary that her son would be “the Son of the Most High” and inherit the “throne of his father 
David” (Luke 1:32), she knew instantly that she had been chosen to be the mother of the Messiah.

20 Dec (O Clavis David):
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O key of David and sceptre of Israel, what you open no one else can close again; what you close no one can open. O come and lead 
the captive from prison; free those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.

“Key of David” refers to the king’s powerful steward, who controlled access to the palace and the king’s ear. This antiphon comes 
from Isaiah’s prophecy, 700 years before Christ, of a leader who would “be a father to the house of Judah” and have upon his 
shoulder “the key of the house of David” (Is 22:21-22).

The second half comes from Zechariah’s song of praise when he realizes his newborn son – John the Baptist – will prepare the way 
for the Messiah, who will “give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death” (Lk 1:79).

21 Dec (O Oriens):

O East-Rising Sun, you are the splendour of eternal light and the sun of justice. O come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and 
the shadow of death.

In the Old Testament, one quality of the Messiah is light: He chases away the spiritual darkness of our fears, ignorance and vices. 
This antiphon alludes to Isaiah’s prophecy of a great light shining upon the people walking in darkness (Is. 9:2); Thus, Zechariah 
rejoices that “the Dayspring”, or dawn-light, has come at last (Lk 1:78).

22 Dec (O Rex Gentium):

O King whom all the peoples desire, you are the cornerstone which makes all one. O come and save man whom you made from clay.

The Messiah has come to save, serve and rule every human nation, not just the Jews. This title comes from the prophet Jeremiah, 
who lived a century after Isaiah and called on the Jews to turn away from false gods to worship the all-powerful “King of the 
Nations” (Jer 10:7).

The second half of the antiphon recalls how God created Man “from the earth” (Gen 2:7). Although we might feel divided by culture 
or language, God created us as one humanity to worship Him alone. We hear early echoes of this in Isaiah and Zechariah’s 
prophecies that “all the nations” will come to worship the Lord (Is 2:2, Zec 14:16)

23 Dec (O Emmanuel):

O Emmanuel, you are our king and judge, the One whom the peoples await and their Saviour. O come and save us, Lord our God.

“Emmanuel” is Hebrew for God is with us and comes from Isaiah’s prophecy that “the Lord Himself will give you a sign: the 
maiden will conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel” (Is 7:14) Although this was not the Messiah’s given name, 
Jesus fulfilled this prophecy in His very being: God dwelling in human flesh with man.

It is fitting that this is the final O Antiphon, because it reminds us that Advent is not just about preparing for Jesus’s birthday. We 
await His coming again, as the Creed says, “in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end”. And at 
the end of time, John tells us, “God will dwell with man” forever (Rev 21:3).

And would any good mystery novel be complete without a final twist in the tale? Whether deliberately plotted or not, many have 
noticed that taking the first letter of each Latin antiphon, and reading them backwards, gives ERO CRAS, Latin for Tomorrow, 
He comes!

And thus concludes the season of Advent, as we anticipate with joy the celebration of our Saviour’s birth in the still of the 
Christmas night.

Source: https://www.catholic.sg/the-messianic-mysteries-of-the-o-antiphons/

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel,” which means “God is with us.”
Matthew 1:18-24
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GIFT 2022: Answering the Call to Stewardship. This weekend, Catholic Foundation is 
renewing its annual appeal for the GIFT (Giving in Faith & Thankfulness) programme to 
build a more vibrant, evangelising and missionary Church. Steward and support the 
works of the organisations and projects of the archdiocese by making a monthly giving 
pledge – the most reliable source of funding for the archdiocese. Or, give via PayNow 
(UEN: 201231391K). Pick up the GIFT 2022 brochure or visit catholicfoundation.sg for 
more info.

GIFT Contributions. Next weekend, 17/18 December, being the 3rd weekend of the 
month, there will be a call for contributions via a second collection for the GIFT (Giving 
in Faith & Thankfulness) programme to build a more vibrant, evangelising and 
missionary Church. Steward and support the works of the organisations and projects of 
the archdiocese by making a monthly giving pledge. You can also give via PayNow 
(UEN: 201231391K). More info at catholicfoundation.sg







Christmas Masses
24 Dec 2022 (Saturday)

8.30pm : Mandarin Carolling 
9.00pm  : Mandarin Mass
11.00pm : English Carolling
12.00am : English Mass

Year-End Thanksgiving Mass
31 December 2022 (Saturday) 
9.00pm : English Mass
   - Solemnity of Mary Mother of God

1 January 2023 (Sunday)  - Solemnity of Mary Mother of God

8.30am : Mandarin Mass 
11.00am : English Mass 
2.00pm : Cantonese Mass
4.00pm : English Mass

25 Dec 2022 (Sunday)

8.30am : Mandarin Mass 
11.00am : English Mass 
2.00pm : Cantonese Mass
4.00pm : English Mass

Note - there is 
no 5.30pm mass

Note - there is 
no 5.30pm mass



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 



Infant Jesus booklet
on sale from

1 December 2022

Infant Jesus devotion booklet

You can get them in the parish office 5$



Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All these 
at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.





 

 
To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


