
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Dec. 3 Deck the Halls/Chili and  

 Mac & Cheese Dinner 
 

Dec. 6 Advent Midweek Meditation 

 

Dec. 8 Blood Drive 

 

Dec. 10 PW Bazaar & Bake Sale 

 

Dec. 13 Advent Midweek Meditation 
 

Dec. 17 Service of Light & Hope 

 

Dec. 20 Advent Midweek Meditation 
 

Dec. 24 One Whole-Church Worship 

 Service, 10:00 am 
 

  Christmas Eve Services: 

 5pm Children’s Impromptu 

  Christmas Pageant 

 7pm Contemporary Service of 

  Lessons and Carols 

 10pm Traditional Service of 

  Lessons and Carols 

 

Jan. 28 WMU Jazz Quartet Concert 
 

Upcoming Events 
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Deck the Halls 
Celebration!  

December 3 
 

Join us on Sunday, December 3 for an 
all-church celebration to prepare First 
Presbyterian Church for Advent!   

 

Members and friends of all ages are 
welcome to our “Deck the Halls” 
celebration, which will begin in the 
lounge at 4:00 p.m. We will decorate 
trees, hang Christmas greens, and 
make advent wreaths and crafts to 
take home. Following the decorating, 
we will gather for dinner in 
Fellowship Hall. Mac & cheese will 
be provided, and participants are 
asked to bring a pot of chili or their 
favorite salad. 

 

Bring your families and friends to 
share in this event which will fill your 
soul with laughter and the spirit of  
the season!  

Advent Midweek 
Meditation  

 

Add some quiet time to your busy 
holiday schedule on Wednesdays  
during Advent for a time of peaceful 
reflection.  
 

On December 6, 13, & 20, from  
noon until 7:30 p.m., the chapel will 
be set up for self-guided reflection 
and prayer. Soft music and glowing  
candles in a holy place will offer a 
chance for you to slow down and 
reflect on the miracle of Christmas 
and the meaning of “God With Us.” 
 

A Service of Light 
and Hope 

 

A special evening worship service  
is planned for those who may find  
Christmas hard this year. This  
service of Light and Hope features 
gentle music, glowing candles and  
an uplifting message. 
 

This time of reflection and  
remembrance will help those of us 
who seek companionship during a 
time of loss and grief when the music 
of the season and loud celebrations 
are  just too much. Come and  
experience a time of peace and  
healing during Advent. 
 

The service is on Sunday, December 
17, at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
Childcare is available.  

Christmas Eve Services 
 

5:00 p.m. 
Impromptu Children’s Christmas Pageant 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Lessons & Carols with the Gathering Band 

 

10:00 p.m.  
Lessons & Carols With the Geneva Choir 

Get Ready to Wrap! 
 

Joyful Noise wants to help you with 
your gift wrapping!  
 

Well, they won’t wrap your gifts for 
you, but they are offering a 50 count 
bag of gift bows for only $1.00! Pick 
up a bag in the church office. 
 

All funds go to the  
ministries of  Joyful Noise  
Christian Childcare. 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Carol Folkert, Margaret Johnson,  
Jim Kober, Roy Lindberg, Sue Roper, 
Jerry Schoenmaker, Jack 
VanGelderen and Evelyn Wood 

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to the family and friends of Fran  
Wilson, who passed away in  
November at her home in Florida 

 

 to Jack and Jeanne Van Gelderen  
and family on the death of Jack’s 
mother, Connie Van Gelderen, on 
November 4, 2017 

 

 to Verna and Kelly Schoonveld on  
the death of Verna’s brother and 
Kelly’s Uncle, Lewis Goodin, on  
November 21, 2017 

 

 to Joe and Suzy Edwards on the  
death of Joe’s sister-in-law, Linda 
Kay Edwards, on November 13, 2017 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members and 
friends who are no longer able to come to church regularly. 
Bless their special day with a card from their church family! 

 
Jan. 10 Sandy Teunis 

14524 Angelus Circle 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Jan. 12 Norma Vyn 
1410 S. Ferry, F-5 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
   

Jan. 24 Carol Winton 
 1410 S. Ferry, G-7 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
  

PW Baked Goods  
& Candy Sale 

 

Be sure to pick up your favorite holiday goodies at the annual PW candy and 
bake sale! There will be delicious homemade cookies, muffins, pies, fudge, 
and coffee cakes as well as Chex mix and trail mix. If you get there early 
enough, you might be one of the lucky ones to snag some 
Dutch banket! 
 

The sale will be in the lounge on Sunday, December 10 after 
both worship services. Representatives from ACT Uganda 
will also be there with handcrafted items for sale to benefit 
their community in Uganda (for more information visit 
actuganda.org). 
 

The church will be open on Saturday, December 9, from noon-2:00 for bakers 
to drop off their packaged and ready-to-sell items. Any bazaar (craft) items are 
also welcome. 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 

Jesus arrived in a humble stable in small and insignificant Bethlehem to teach 

in truth and love, and bring about God’s salvation to the world. The Christmas 

Joy Offering celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the truly “indescribable gift,” 

as well as our thanksgiving for the gifts of church leaders—past, present,  

and future. 
 

A Presbyterian tradition since the 1930’s, the offering provides financial  

support to church workers and their families experiencing need due to health 

concerns, tragedy or financial hardship. It also supports education and  

leadership development at three Presbyterian related racial ethnic schools. 
 

In gratitude to God for his “indescribable 

gift.” the PC(USA) invites you to support 

those in need of help and hope. Envelopes 

for this special offering are in the pews dur-

ing the month of December. More  

information can be found at:  

presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy. 

Congratulations to 
our  

Incoming Officers! 
 

The following class of deacons and 
elders were approved at the  

congregational meeting held on  
November 12, 2017 

 

Deacons 
Ron and Marilyn Bosch* 

Nicole Coffin 
Marilew Helmers 

Chuck and Nancy Holmes 
Lisa Hurley 

Sally Kenrick 
Winnie McNergney* 

Mary Jo Nass* 
Joan Tandler 
Ann White 

 

Elders 
Lynne Bosch 
Calvin Clark 

Megan Hayes* 
John Heritage* 

Nancy Levenburg* 
Jay Neitring 

Charlie Parker 
 

*serving a consecutive term 
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This  
year has been some-
thing, hasn’t it? As a 

church, we have had much to  
celebrate. You welcomed me as your 
Senior Pastor in March, and your joy 
indicates that we’ve started very well 
together. We have seen old friends 
come back among us. We’ve  
welcomed a lot of new people to the 
church. Our momentum is picking up.  
 

This year has also brought a lot of 
worry and turmoil around the world. 
There is growing unease in our civic 
life. Terrorism and war keep us wary 
and make us weary. Worries about 
the future keep many up at night. We 
pray and wonder about how God is at 
work in the world. 
 

As we enter Advent this year, I hope 
you will keep watch with me to see 
how God is working even in the 

messiness of life to make things right. 
Advent is that time of year when we 
mark not just the birth of Christ but 
also the yearning within our hearts for 
the coming of Christ into the world 
again. As the seventh verse of  
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 reminds us: 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 
fill the whole world with  
heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Together we celebrate the mystery of 
our faith, that Christ has died, Christ 
is risen, and Christ will come again! 
Would that each of us make expectant 
room in our hearts this Advent! 
 

I hope you will make space in your 
lives this season to journey with your 
church to Christmas. Members of the 
church have produced a lovely  
Advent devotional that will draw your 
attention daily to the coming of 
Christ. We will decorate the church 
together on December 3, enjoying 
good food and company. The chapel 
will be open on Wednesdays for self-
guided reflection and prayer. On  

December 17, we will have a  
reflective, quiet Service of Light and 
Hope before the joyful sounds of 
Christmas Eve wash over us the next 
week. We are at our best when we’re 
together, so I hope you’ll make a point 
to be present with us this Advent.  
 

Finally, as we close off a good year of 
ministry and turn our attention to our 
next year, I hope that you will be  
generous with your church. We have 
done well in our Call to Generosity 
for 2018, but our job is not complete 
until we’ve heard from everyone. I 
hope you’ve turned in your Estimate 
of Giving for 2018, so your Session 
can faithfully plan its ministry. Also, 
thank you in advance for all the year-
end giving that you will do. It sustains 
the ministry and puts wind in our sails 
as we head into next year.  
 

We are blessed to be a blessing. You 
have my deepest gratitude for the 
ways you live that out together.  
Merry Christmas.  
  
In Christ, 
 
 

Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 
 

News From the November 2017 Session Meeting 
 

In an effort to keep all members in the loop, a brief monthly summary of the last Session meeting will appear every 
month in The Tidings. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on www.fpgh.org. 
 

 Highlights: 

 We met with the nominees for elders and deacons to learn about their individual faith journeys.   
 We heard a status update from the Generosity Committee on 2018’s financial pledges.   
 We authorized taking the annual Mission Fund distribution which is held at the Grand Haven Area Community 

Foundation. Our Mission Committee oversees how these funds are used. 

 In light of the mass shooting in Las Vegas, the act of terrorism in New York City, and the shooting in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, we began a discussion on the topic of violence in America and how the church can respond  
faithfully to it.  

 We asked Trustees to evaluate physical security for those on the church campus. 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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From Rev. Jill VanderWal 

Advent 
 is upon us.  How do you find time to rest, read and center yourself in this season of  

preparation? I love gatherings with friends and family that come with Christmas. Choir  

parties, staff celebrations and white elephant gift exchanges are a few of my favorites. I also need time for silence, for 

reflection and preparation. I need space to make room for this newborn infant in my life. It is in the quiet moments that  

I find a place to be present in this season of waiting. How do we learn to wait for the arrival of Immanuel, God with Us? 

How do we prepare to receive this gift of God with us? This is the mystery that we are once again invited into. Come 

quietly to the manger to see for yourself, God wrapped in flesh, a baby, a gift of love.   
 

Each year I find Advent devotionals help me make space for reflection. This year church members have written a book 

that is available at church and online (www.fpgh.org). We will also have space for guided silence and meditation on 

Wednesdays throughout December. If you are looking for an Advent devotional to buy, one of my favorites is called 

Watch for the Light. It is a compilation by various well known authors. Here is an excerpt from one of my favorite  

Advent reflections: 
 

“With barely a ripple of notice, God stepped into the warm lake of humanity. Without protocol and without  

pretension. Where you would have expected Angels, there were 

only flies. Where you would have expected heads of state, there 

were only donkeys, a few haltered cows, and nervous balls of 

sheep, a tethered camel, and a scurry of curious barn mice.  

Except for Joseph, there was no one to share Mary's pain or her 

joy. Yes, there were angels announcing the Savior's arrival, but 

only to a band of blue color shepherds. And yes, a magnificent 

star shown in the sky to mark his birthplace, but only three  

foreigners bothered to look up and follow it. Thus, in the little 

town of Bethlehem... that one Silent Night... the Royal birth of 

God’s Son tiptoed quietly by... as the world slept.”   

                    - from Moments with the Savior, by Ken Gire 

An International Mission for FPC 
 

With generous donations from First Presbyterian Church (Mission  

Committee, Presbyterian Women and private donors), the Grand Haven and 

Lowell Rotary Clubs recently raised $13,000 for water filters and latrines in 

Honduras. A match grant has increased these funds to $26,000, and Rotary 

International will match an additional $19,000. The total of $45,000 will 

fund 250 water filters and 50 latrines for poverty stricken villages in central 

Honduras, which have not previously been served to date with any  

humanitarian assistance.  
 

Dysentery and diarrhea are disabling diseases and can be deadly.  

Thanks to FPC support for many years (800 filters installed to July 2017) 

Honduran parents are back to work and children are in school where water 

filters are used for cooking, hygiene, and drinking. Our long arm of mission 

continues to change lives in Honduras. 

 

Paul McNergney,  

Clean Water Program   

Adoration of the Shepherds, Gerritt van Honthorst, 1622 

In Our Church 

Call to Generosity 
Campaign 2018 Update 

 

$956,600 

$ 671,108 70% 

Goal 

As of November 30, 2017, we have 
reached 70% of our 2018 goal.  

 

If you are one of the 236 households who 
have already pledged, Thank You! If you 
haven’t pledged, it’s not too late! Pick up 

a card in the office or pledge online at 
fpgh.org. 
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Tidings article deadline for the January issue: December 15, 2017 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

Giving 

This Season, Lend a 
Hand to Those  

Who Need It 
 

Joyful Noise is participating in gift 
collection for Every Woman's Place  
of Muskegon, an organization that 
helps women and children affected by  
domestic and sexual assault through 
counseling, shelter and more. Because 
so many of us are so blessed and able 
to lend a helping hand, we are  
encouraging families to browse the 
gift list to see if there are any items 
that could be purchased and dropped 
off in the collection box in the  
hallway near the JN office. 
 

For Moms, Teens & Children: 

 Clothing/Pajamas 
 Socks/Underwear 
 Mittens/Hats/Scarves 
 Shoes/Boots 

 

For Infants: 

 Diapers/Wipes 

 Bottles 
 Books 
 Sleepers/Clothing 

 

For Children: 

 Books 
 Coloring Books/Crayons 
 Learning Games 
 Fun Soap/Bubbles 

 

For Teens: 

 Movie tickets 
 Hoodies 
 Sports items 
 Nail polish 

 

Household: 

 Towels/washcloths 
 Coffee Pot 
 Pots/Pans 

 

Items must be dropped off 
by Wednesday, December 13th! 
 

Your generosity and participation is 
much appreciated! 
 

Year End Giving 
 

What season comes after Christmas? Tax season, of course!  
 

This is historically the most generous in terms of giving to 
the Church. As you are meeting with financial/tax advisors 
and considering year-end charitable contributions, please 
consider the following giving opportunities which are open 
to receive the blessings of any and all gifts: 
 

 2017 General Operating Fund 
 2018 Pre-paid giving 
 Designated gifts (Hand2Hand, Omega Fund, Deacons, Pastor’s Discretionary) 

 

Please mark all checks accordingly. Checks must be postmarked or delivered  
to the church by December 31, 2017 
 

Thank you for your generous support to the ministries of First Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

Questions? Please contact Kelli Jullie at kjullie@fpgh.org or (616) 842-6760. 

Gift Ideas for Those Who Have Everything! 
 

Instead of purchasing another gift for the person who has everything, consider 
purchasing a gift in their honor for someone who really needs it: 
 

 Honor your grandmother or grandfather who taught you how to garden: 
- bag of native seeds  $30 
- farming tools   $10 

 Thank your children’s teacher: 
- supplies for displaced students $30 
- school uniforms   $40 

 To a co-worker: 
- family of chickens   $25 

 For anyone—remembering Jesus and his family were once refugees: 
- refugee food basket  $50 

 

Check out the Presbyterian Giving Catalog (found in the Gathering Area or 
online at presbyteriangifts.org) for many more gift ideas. God is at work in the 
world and this is one way for us to join in! Help make a life-changing difference. 

SCRIP Cards from Joyful Noise 
 

The holidays are so busy—give yourself a break! Make gift buying easy by 
shopping at Joyful Noise for great Christmas gift cards. 
 

Some of the hundreds of gift cards available are for: 

 Barnes & Noble 
 Best Buy 
 Amazon 

 
A list of all cards available can be found by following this link:  
http://www.joyfulnoisekids.com/pdfs/scrip.pdf 
A portion of each sale goes to support the ministries of Joyful Noise Childcare.  
To order, contact Joyful Noise at 847-6600 or joyfulnoiseoffice@gmail.com 

 Kohl’s 
 Starbucks 
 Target 

 Walmart 
 Meijer 
 Bed, Bath & Beyond 

http://www.everywomansplace.org/


In Our Church/Outreach 

Staff and Leadership: 
Rev. Troy Brydon Hauser, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 
Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 
Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 
Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 
Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 
Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 
Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 
Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 
Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 
Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 
Mark Sanchez, Church Host 
Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 
Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 
Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

PAGE 6 VOLUME 65, ISSUE 11 

Blood Drive 
Friday, December 8 

 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, December 8 

12:00—5:45 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church  

 

sign up on Sundays in the lounge 
or online at:  

www.redcrossblood.org 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
Western Michigan University  

Jazz Quartet 
 

WMU Jazz Quartet 
Sunday, January 28, 2018, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The Western Jazz Quartet is a resident 
faculty ensemble in the School of  
Music at Western Michigan University. 
The quartet combines performing and 
teaching to promote jazz music and  
education and have recorded with  
artists such as Art Farmer, Stefon  
Harris, Kenny Werner, Billy Hart,  
Mark Murphy, Randy Brecker,  
Dave Liebman, Janis Siegel and  
Bobby McFerrin.  

Come and hear the ensemble described by The Chronical of Higher Education  
as being “...imaginative with brilliant flashes of impeccable technique, and a  
persistence of serious musical intensity.” 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  

This month’s donations will go to 

Love in Action. 

Please bring any 

donation to the 

designated spot in the 

Gathering Area on or 

before Sunday, 

December 3. 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

December 3 

Visit the Holy Land in 2018! 



 

Hand2Hand Ministries 
 

Hand2Hand Ministries is a resource 

for students facing hunger over the 

weekend by providing healthy food 

so they have a greater opportunity to 

succeed academically, emotionally, 

and physically. This is done simply 

by providing a backpack with food on Fridays in the 

child’s locker for them to take home.  
 

We are currently gearing up for Winter Break, and 

are asking for donations of the following items: 

 peanut butter and jelly in plastic containers 

 pancake mix and syrup  

(mix should be “just add water” type) 
 

Donations may be brought in to the designated spot 

in the Gathering Area (the blue bin by the Family 

Ministries desk). 
 

Thank you for your faithful support of this important 

ministry. 

Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on 

Sundays during the school year from 5:15-7:00 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 

6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in Fellowship Hall. 

Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th 

graders! Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders  

are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00, followed by age-

appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and is led by  

Becky Yonan. 
 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook 

page (FPGH Youth). 
 

Contact Info: 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 

Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  
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Youth/Children’s Ministries 
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Gingerbread House 
Night! 

 

What: Make a gingerbread house 

When: Wednesday, December 13 

Time: 6:15-8:00 p.m. 

Where: Recreation Room 

Bring: A small cardboard carton 
 

Joyful Noise invites you to come 

and join them for their annual  

gingerbread house making night!  
 

You will need to bring any size 

cardboard carton (milk, orange 

juice, etc.).  Frosting, candies,  

pretzels and a surface to mount  

everything on will be 

provided. Everything 

will be set up in the 

recreation room 

downstairs. 
 

All are welcome! 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

December 2017 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Christmas Flower Dedications 
 

Your flower dedication contributions make it possible to decorate the Sanctuary, 
Gathering Area and Lounge with the beautiful flowers and greenery of Christmas.     
 

Anyone wishing to make a dedication to be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin may 
do so by completing the form below and returning it by Sunday, December 10, to the 
church office or by dropping it in the Sunday offering plate. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and telephone number.   
Feel free to use additional forms as necessary.  Suggested donation:  $12/per dedication. 
  
 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 DEDICATION 2.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 GIVEN BY:   
 
 PHONE:  

 
Make check payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation:  “Christmas dedication” 


