
11/5/20 – Chairman Report 

Evening everyone, strange how quickly we get use to ‘zoom’ meetings these days, but more on that 
later. 

For the Parish council and my fellow councillors and clerk as always, it’s been a busy year. 

But before start, I would just like to remind everyone of the tragic accident that happened on the 18th 
November at wheatsheaf crossroad where 3 people lost their lives and 18 people were injured. Our 
thoughts are with those that lost their loved ones, and considering we have been campaigning since 
1995 for some form of improvements at the junction, I think it’s disappointing that the local ‘Highway 
Authority’ still continue to allow people to be killed, and give you my word, that I will work tirelessly 
with Cllr Steve Criswell and Cambridgeshire County Council in this current term to make changes at that 
junction, we cannot keep hurting people there 

I was looking at my notes from last year and realised we were on the path of ‘tilted balance’ then, 
another phrase that seemed to spring up similar to furlough, words that are new, yet are assumed to be 
around forever, but in July last year, we received the news we had all worked so hard to achieved and 
that was the withdrawal of the planning application for the 135 dwellings on Colne Road, following the 
successful outcome of the Local Plan 2036. It was pretty fraught at the start of our term last year, 
fighting the Development Management Committee (DMC), inspectors etc and with the amazing support 
from CRAG, Philippa Hope, Rob Gore and Tracey Davidson, it turned out to be a great start to the 
summer. 

Its still been a busy year though, with other planning application coming to us for review, 37 separate 
application in the last term, everyone visited by at least two members of Parish Council so that the 
decision we make as to whether to approve or not are pin pointed and factually based. 

Our team has changed this year, Kathy Searle left us in June after 26 years’ service for which we thank 
her, and we were joined again by Martin Crowhurst returning from his sabbatical and Mary 
Groombridge who joins us as a new councillor, there is still room for one more if you would like to join 
us. 

We streamlined our governance last year, with new planning procedures and consumption of the Hall 
Management Committee (HMC) into the full Parish Council meeting so that everything discussed about 
our villages has the appropriate attention and discussed in an open and public discussion. 

We co-funded summer actives last year with 88 children taking place in various activities such as cricket, 
football, hockey golf etc, this was 8 hours of sports we the Parish Council provided for our community.  
We hope this can continue for this year. 

The village hall has had a face lift with a newly refurbished and varnish hall floor and LED lights now 
fitted to reduce our electricity bill. We did all this and more and for the 5th consecutive year we have 
held the precept, despite the uncertainty with the doctors rent.  Being more inventive with hiring the 
village hall and ad-hoc events generated more income than budgeted for the year. 

With help from Cynthia Curtis and the 100 club we provided and planted over 3000 daffodil bulbs 
around our village ready for the spring and didn’t the village look great earlier this year. 



We had the village beer festival, lead by 7 willing volunteers, who did an amazing job selling 2440 pints 
of beer and 236 bottles of fizz, I hope this now becomes an annual event that I know will be supported 
by our village. 

Philippa Hope last year suggested a Heritage Project, something and somewhere to collect all the 
stories, photograph, memorabilia etc from the Village, she currently has 800+ items either on the 
website or due on and with the lottery grant of £4400 that Philippa not only applied for but was 
successful in being awarded, the Heritage Project goes from strength to strength and will be a fantastic 
fitting tribute to our village. 

Finally, COVID-19 and our current changing times. Most villages I know of, have just turned to the local 
authorities for help, we didn’t, led by our Clerk, Tracey Davidson ably supported by Philippa Hope, they 
set up a volunteer network on the 21st of March, to help the vulnerable and needy from our village, with 
47 people now registered for help and 62 active volunteers all managed by Tracey and Philippa, I think 
this, above all else, this year stands out as something above and beyond and something we will look 
back on in years to come with a real sense of pride. 

So, it’s been a challenging yet rewarding year, and I couldn’t thank my fellow councillors and Clerk 
enough for making the Parish Council the success it is. Thank you, Gary, for deputising for me (which is 
quite a lot!!), thank you Tracey for keeping us on the straight and narrow, I believe we do make a great 
team and I feel really honoured and proud to be part of it 

Mark Berg 

Chairman 
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