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- FILM SYNOPSIS - 

Dagny Taggart (Taylor Schilling) runs Taggart Transcontinental, the largest remaining 
railroad company in America, with intelligence, courage and integrity, despite the 
systematic disappearance of her best and most competent workers.  She is drawn to 
industrialist Henry Rearden (Grant Bowler), one of the few men whose genius and 
commitment to his own ideas match her own. Rearden's super-strength metal alloy, 
Rearden Metal, holds the promise that innovation can overcome the slide into 
anarchy. 
  
Using the untested Rearden Metal, they rebuild the 
critical Taggart rail line in Colorado and pave the way  
for oil tycoon Ellis Wyatt (Graham Beckel) to feed 
the flame of a new American Renaissance. 
  
Hope rises again, when Dagny and Rearden discover 
the design of a revolutionary motor based on static  
electricity - in an abandoned engine factory - more  
proof to the sinister theory that the "men of the mind" 
(thinkers, industrialists, scientists, artists, and other  
innovators) are "on strike" and vanishing from society. 
 

Theatrical Release Date:  
Country of Origin:  

Language: 
 Genre:  

Runtime:  
Audio:  

Rating:  
Filming Locations:  

Tagline:  
Produced By: 
Directed By:  

Adapted Screenplay By:  
 

 

USA, April 15, 2011 
USA 
English 
Drama/Mystery 
97 minutes 
Dolby  
PG – 13 
Los Angeles & Colorado  
Who is John Galt? 
Harmon Kaslow & John Aglialoro 
Paul Johansson 
Brian Patrick O’Toole and  
John Aglialoro 
 

- Official Website - 
www.AtlasShruggedMovie.com 

 
“Man is a heroic being, with his own happiness as the moral purpose of 

his life and productive achievement his noblest activity.” – Ayn Rand 
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- CAST - 

 
Taylor Schilling as Dagny Taggart  (MERCY) 
Grant Bowler as Henry Rearden (LOST, TRUE BLOOD, UGLY BETTY) 
Matthew Marsden as James Taggart (TRANSFORMERS 2, RESIDENT EVIL 3) 
Graham Beckel as Ellis Wyatt (BATTLESTAR GALACTICA, CSI:NY) 
Edi Gathegi as Edwin “Eddie” Willers (TWILIGHT, NEW MOON, HOUSE M.D.) 
Jsu Garcia as Francisco d’Anconia (CHE, ONCE FALLEN, SHATTERED!) 
Michael Lerner as Wesley Mouch  (A SERIOUS MAN, ELF, GODZILLA) 
Jack Milo as Richard McNamara (SUNFLOWER, THAT THING YOU DO) 
Ethan Cohn as Owen Kellogg (GILMORE GIRLS, THE EXPERIMENT) 
Rebecca Wisocky as Lillian Rearden (GHOSTS/ALIENS, SAVING GRACE) 
Christina Pickles as Mother Rearden (FRIENDS, GEORGE OF THE JUNGLE 2) 
Neill Barry as Philip Rearden (HOUSE M.D., CRIMINAL MINDS) 
Patrick Fischler as Paul Larkin (SOUTHLAND, MAD MEN, LOST) 
Sylva Kelegian as Ivy Starnes (ER, BIG LOVE, COLD CASE) 
Paul Johansson as John Galt (ONE TREE HILL, TOXIC, ALPHA DOG) 

 
- CREW - 

 
Paul Johansson – Director  
 

(ONE TREE HILL, THE INCREDIBLE 
MRS. RITCHIE) 

Brian Patrick O’Toole – Writer 
 

(EVILUTION, BASEMENT JACK, 
CEMETERY GATES) 

Harmon Kaslow – Producer 
 

(DOG SOLDIERS, CAMILLE) 

John Aglialoro – Producer/Co-Writer 
 

 

Ross Berryman – Cinematographer (DOLLHOUSE, UGLY BETTY) 
 

John Mott – Production Design 
 

(JERICHO, BABY O) 

William Powloski – Visual Effects 
 

(BREAKING BAD, WEEDS) 

Jennifer L. Soulages – Costume Designer 
 

(THE X-FILES, APRIL FOOL’S DAY) 

Ronnie Yeskel – Casting 
 

(ORPHAN, THE EXPERIMENT) 

Sharon Howard-Field – Casting (HOUSE OF BOYS, B. MONKEY) 
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- BIOGRAPHIES - 

 
Paul Johansson, director, followed his Emmy-award winning directorial debut with 
Atlas Shrugged Part I. As multi-talented actor, writer and director Paul is being 
recognized for his starring role as Dan Scott in the WB’s hit drama “One Tree Hill”, of 
which he also directed 13 episodes. Born and raised in Spokane, Washington, 

Johansson was an avid athlete like his father, a former NFL player. 
After playing with the Canadian National Team and leading his 
University to the Canadian College Championship game, he began 
contemplating a professional career in basketball overseas. Johansson 
chose to close the door on his athletic career and instead set his sights 
on Hollywood. Making his Hollywood debut on the soap opera “Santa 
Barbara”, he soon moved on to a top succession on television roles such 

shows as “Beverly Hills 90210”, “Parker Lewis can’t Lose”, “Lonesome Dove: The 
Series”, “Highlander: the Raven” and “Ed MacBain’s 87th Precinct”. He also made 
memorable guest appearances on, “Dharma and Greg” and “The Drew Carey Show”. 
On the big screen he appeared opposite of Bruce Willis and Justin Timberlake in the 
movie “Alpha Dog” and played Sally Field’s soap opera husband in “Soapdish.” Other 
movie credits include, “When the Party ‘s Over”, “The Big Picture”, “She’s So Lovely”, 
“A Wilderness Station” and “Carnival of Souls.” As a filmmaker, Paul wrote and 
directed the acclaimed 19-minute film short “Conversations in Limbo”, which opened 
the Toronto Short Film Festival. The film was honored at the Nashville Independent 
Film Festival and was ultimately acquired by the Sundance Film Festival. Paul was 
awarded two Emmys for the feature film he wrote and directed, “The Incredible Mrs. 
Ritchie”. The film stars Gena Rowlands and James Coan and was produced by Nick 
Cassavetes. 
 
Harmon Kaslow, producer, was formerly the Executive VP of 
A-Mark Entertainment.  A California native, Mr. Kaslow 
graduated from the University of California, Davis and received a 
law degree from the University of Southern California (USC). 
Originally an entertainment attorney at the international law 
firm of Shea & Gould, Mr. Kaslow has been actively involved in the Entertainment 
industry for 20+ years and has been credited as an executive producer on more than 
15 motion pictures. He was the President/COO of Kismet Entertainment Group where 
he was instrumental in a series of successful smaller budget pictures including the cult 
classic and award winning Dog Soldiers, considered one of Britain’s most successful 
horror pictures. 
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John Aglialoro, producer and co-screenwriter, is a graduate of Temple University. 
He has owned and operated a variety of businesses for the past 30 years as Chairman 
and Co-founder of UM Holdings Ltd. of Haddonfield, New Jersey. The holding 

company purchased Trotter Treadmills in 1983 and in 1997 merged 
Trotter with CYBEX International, a public company traded on the 
AMEX under the symbol CYB.  Mr. Aglialoro serves on the Board of 
Trustees of The Atlas Society. He is the Deputy Mayor of Tavistock 
Borough in Tavistock, New Jersey as well as a member of the Union 
League of Philadelphia, The Chevaliers du Tastevin and The CATO 
Institute. Atlas Shrugged Part I  is his first produced feature film. 

 
Brian Patrick O’Toole, writer, began his career in the Entertainment Industry as a 
literary agent with the Leslie Kallen Literary Agency and the Helen Garrett Talent 
Agency before moving on to film producing.   Mr. O’Toole’s work as a 
script consultant has given him the opportunity to work closely with 
many producers and directors, including Howard Kazanjian, Sydney 
Pollack, George Romero, Guillermo Del Toro, Dan Curtis, Hector 
Elizondo, Mickey Borofsky and Neil Marshall, to name a few.  He 
studied extensively with UCLA’s Chairman of Screenwriting Richard 
Walter and was a member of the Player’s Workshop of the Second 
City in Chicago. Mr. O’Toole’s screenwriting and producing career 
spans over 20 years within which he resurrected the werewolf genre with Dog 
Soldiers, put scares back into the ghost story with BOO!, combined horror with 
comedy in  Cemetery Gates, and was one of the first independent filmmakers to use a 
computer generated character in SleepStalker.  In 2007, Mr. O’Toole wrote and 
produced his first digital films: the zombie actioner Evilution and the thriller 
Basement Jack. His films have received numerous awards from U.S. and 
International film festivals.  Outside the horror genre, Mr. O’Toole has co-produced 
the festival favorite Neo Ned and the action thriller Death Valley.  Beyond film, he has 
also been writing a monthly column for Fangoria magazine since 2005, commenting 
on the world of video gaming.   
 
Ross Berryman ACS ASC, director of photography, joined one of Australia’s 
countries largest television production companies, Crawford Productions, after 
graduating from high school in Melbourne. Soon enough Ross found himself in the 

camera department working his way up to Lighting Cameraman on 
one of their police dramas by the age of 21. During the following years 
he photographed many of their     biggest shows, along the way 
working with well known Australian  directors such as Simon Wincer 
(“Lonesome Dove”, “Quigley Down Under”), Phillip Noyce  (“Dead 
Calm”) and George Miller (“The Man From Snowy”Ross became a 
member of the Australian Society (ACS) and photographed many 
features and TV mini series in Australia and has won numerous 

awards for both television and film. In 1990 Ross won the coveted ACS ‘Milli Award’ 
(Australian Cinematographer of the Year) for the feature film “Minnamurra”. In 1993  
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he moved to Los Angeles to continue his career. Since then his projects have included 
“The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles”, the cult TV series “Angel”, “Ugly Betty” and 
“Dollhouse”, the mini series sequel to “The Thorn Birds”, the mini series of “The 
Poseidon Adventure,” numerous independent features, as well as HD movies such as 
“American Pie: Book Of Love” and “Beethoven’s Christmas Adventure”. In 2003 he 
was invited to join the prestigious American Society of Cinematographers.  
 
Taylor Schilling (Dagny Taggart) has quickly established herself 
as a highly sought after actress in both film and television. Schilling 
will next be seen in starring role opposite Zac Efron in Warner Bros.’ 
highly anticipated THE LUCKY ONE, based on the Nicholas Sparks 
novel about a Marine (Efron) who survives three tours in Iraq and at 
tributes his good fortune to a photograph he carried of a woman he 
has never met (Schilling). He sets out to meet her when he returns  to 
North Carolina. Scott Hicks will direct the film, Will Fetters penned 
the screenplay, and Denise Di Novi is producing. Schilling is known for her role as 
Veronica Flanagan Callahan on NBC’s MERCY and  made her debut on the big screen 
in DARK MATTER which co-starred Meryl Streep. Taylor grew up in Massachusetts 
and graduated in 2006 from Fordham University with a Bachelor of Arts in Acting. 
She entered New York University's Graduate Acting Program and left after her second 
year to pursue her acting career, landing MERCY within four months. 
 
Grant Bowler (Henry Rearden) can be currently seen as ‘Coot’, a biker werewolf, 
in the award winning and hugely popular vampire franchise ‘True Blood’ on HBO. He 
is best known for his work as a recurring character Conner Owens on ABC-TV’s ‘Ugly 

Betty’, the CFO of Meade Publications who romances the series’ main 
villain, whilst     carrying many secrets of his own.  He’s also been seen 
as Captain Gault in ‘Lost’. Grant recently wrapped shooting an 
independent film in Peru entitled ‘The City of Gardens’, which also 
starred John Robinson, James Remar and Deborah Under in this 
prison retribution story.  His next project is ‘The Killer Elite’ shooting 
in Australia and also starring Jason Statham, Clive Owen and Robert 
DeNiro. Born in New Zealand, Grant was raised in Australia. He is a 

graduate of the esteemed Australian drama school NIDA. Grant has carried many 
successful Australian TV roles including dramas ‘Blue Healers’, ‘Pacific Drive’, ‘All 
Saints’, ‘Something in the Air’, as well as starring in the mini series ‘Through My Eyes’ 
about the disappearance of Azaira Chamberlin’s baby.  He’s also been in the widely 
viewed New Zealand crime drama ‘Outrageous Fortune’. 
 
Matthew Marsden (James Taggart) is a fast-rising British actor 
most recently seen in films such as Transformers 2, Rambo and 
Resident Evil: Extinction.  Matthew quickly rose to prominence in the 
popular UK television series Coronation Street, in the role of Chris 
Collins.  Marsden won the “Most Popular Newcomer Award” at the 
National Television Awards (1997) for his performance on the series.  
In 1998, the actor recorded the hit single “She’s Gone” with Destiny’s  
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Child. His debut single “The Heart’s Lone Desire” was also a hit.  Marsden was soon  
cast in lead roles in several television movies and feature films, including Shiner 
(opposite Michael Caine), Ridley Scott’s Black Hawk Down, The Legacy, Helen of 
Troy, Anacondas: The Hunt for the Blood Orchid, Tamara and DOA: Dead or Alive. 
Matthew’s television credits include guest starring roles on Navy NCIS, CSI Miami 
and Emily’s Reasons Why Not.  He began his career on the series Emmerdale, 
followed by a lead role in the series Island. Born in West Bromwich, West Midlands, 
England, Marsden is an avid reader and athlete. He learned to race motorbikes from 
former world champion Ron Haslam and trained to box by former WBC super-
middleweight world champion Richie Woodhall. He is a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, 
holds a PADI Dive Master certification, and trains with a former member of the 
German Special Forces Kampfschwimmerkompanie.  A member of acclaimed 
National Youth Theater, Matthew eventually went on to performing arts at Middlesex 
University. 
 
Edi Gathegi (Edwin “Eddie” Willers) has recently begun to gain increasing 
notoriety for his roles on both the big and small screens.  He is probably most 
recognized for his recurring role as Dr. Cole (aka Big Love) on FOX’s hit television 
series House.  Having been a guest star on the best reviewed show of the last year’s  

Fall season, ABC’s Life on Mars, Gathegi went on to join the 
ensemble cast of the theatrical box office phenomenon, Twilight, and 
reprised his role as Laurent in the sequel The Twilight Saga: New 
Moon.  He most recently starred in the well-received feature My 
Blood Valentine 3D.  Gthegi’s past film credits include the feature 
Gone Baby Gone directed by Ben Affleck, Death Sentence opposite 
Kevin Bacon and Crank with Jason Stathem. Edi is also no stranger 
to on-stage production as his theatre resume includes Two Trains 

Running at the prestigious Old Globe Theatre in San Diego with other regional stage 
work including King Hedley II, Blues for an Alabama Sky, Golden Boy, As You Like 
It, Twelfth Night, The Crucible, Fade, A Maiden’s Prayer (Santa Barbara Independent 
Award), A Raisin in the Sun, Othello, A Midsummer’s Night Dream, Cyrano and 
Dutchman. Gathegi graduated from NYU’s famed MFA program for acting and 
currently resides in Los Angeles. 
 
Graham Beckel (Ellis Wyatt) has made a rich career playing rough and tough 
character roles since he turned to acting in the 1970’s. Several feature highlights 
include “Peacock,” directed by Michael Lander and opposite Susan Sarandon, Cillian 
Murphy and Ellen Page; “The Astronaut Farmer” directed by 
Michael Polish; the Michael Bay helmed “Pearl Harbor;” and 
perhaps most notably his roles as L.D. Newsome in director Ang 
Lee’s “Brokeback Mountain”and as Detective Sgt. Dick Stensland 
opposite Russell Crowe, Kevin Spacey and Guy Pearce in Curtis 
Hanson’s award winning “L.A. Confidential.”  Other film 
appearances include “Vegas Baby;” “Hardball;” “Point of Origin;” 
“True Crime;” “Bulworth;” “Leaving Las Vegas;” and “The Paper  
Chase. BECKEL’s recent television credits include guest starring 
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turns on “CSI: New York;” “Castle”; “The Cleaner;” “CSI: Miami;” “Heroes;” “Raines;” 
“Grey’s Anatomy;” and “Wanted.”  BECKEL has also starred in over fifteen television 
movies, which include “In From the Night;” “Helter Skelter;” “The Pennsylvania 
Miner’s Story;” “The Other Mother;” “My Brother’s Keeper;” “Murder of Innocence” 
and “Amerika. 
 
Patrick Fischler (Paul Larkin) is a part of Los Angeles/Hollywood history – He is 
the Patrick for who famed landmark and celebrity eatery Patrick’s Roadhouse on PCH 
is named. Patrick Fischler received much praise for his performance as Jimmy Barrett 
on the Emmy-winnings series Mad Men and as part of the Dharma Initiative, he was 

integral to the final episodes of Lost’s sixth season.  He recurs as 
Detective Kenny No-   Gun on TNT’s drama series Southland.  
Patrick co-stars in the  new Jay Roach comedy Dinner for 
Schmucks with Steve Carrell and Paul Rudd. Fischler, who has 
guest starred in numerous television series including Cold Case, 
Burn Notice, Bones, CSI, Lie to Me and many more. Patrick is no 
stranger to feature film. His first job was “the guy who pushed 

the elevator button” in Speed. He is constantly recognized as “the guy who had the 
dream” in Mulholland Drive; the Deputy District Attorney in The Black Dahlia with 
Hillary Swank and Scarlett Johanssen. Fischler is currently filming One for the Money 
starring Katherine Heigl. At NYU and Circle in the Square, Patrick worked in 
numerous productions, including the lead in Arthur Miller’s After the Fall (his first 
acting milestone).  He also met his future wife, fellow theatre student actress Lauren 
Bowles.  These two best friends did not marry until ten years later in Florence, Italy.  
Patrick and Lauren, who is a new series regular on HBO’s True Blood, are proud 
parents of 18 month old Fia Lucille Fischler. 
 
Michael Lerner (Wesley Mouch) has appeared in numerous feature films, 
television series and on stage during a career that spans over thirty years.  His portrait 
of crass, fictitious film mogul Jack Lipnick in the Coen brothers’ Barton Fink earned 
Lerner a best supporting actor Oscar nomination and a best supporting actor award 
from the Los Angeles Film Critics Association. An original member 
of San Francisco’s American Conservatory Theatre, Lerner made his 
film debut in 1970 in the feature Alex in Wonderland, with Donald 
Sutherland. After several roles including the 1972 film The 
Candidate, with Robert Redford, he gained notice for his 
performance as Katz, the Machiavellian lawyer in Bob Rafelson’s The 
Postman Always Rings Twice and as World Series “fixer” Arnold 
Rothstein in John Sayles’ Eight Men Out. He has since appeared in 
the feature film Harlem Nights, Amos and Andrew, Radioland 
Murders, The Road to Wellsville, Godzilla, Celebrity, My Favorite Martian, The Mod 
Squad, Attention Shoppers, among others. Lerner has also made a name for himself in 
television movies portraying real-life characters.  The list includes Pierre Salinger in 
The Missiles of October, Jack Ruby in Ruby & Oswald, film mogul Jack Warner in 
This Year’s Blond, Columbia Studio head Harry Cohn in Rita Hayworth: The Love  
Goddess, and impresario Oscar Hammerstein in Melba. Born in Brooklyn, New York, 
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Learner attended Brooklyn College and studied Theatre and English at Berkley before 
attending LAMDA in London, England on a Fullbright scholarship. 

John Polito (Orren Boyle), a veteran of over 150 films, Jon Polito is most 
recognized from his film work with the Coen Brothers, as well as his many television 
appearances as a series regular and guest star.  Notable Motion Picture performances 

are in Millers Crossing, Barton Fink, The Big Lebowski, The Man 
Who Wasn't There, The Crow, The Tailor of Panama, The Big 
Nothing, Death of a Salesman with Dustin Hoffman, and The 
Freshman with Marlon Brando as well as the blockbuster American 
Gangster. On television, he starred as a series regular on the 
critically acclaimed Homicide, Life on the Street, Michael Mann’s 
Crime Story and SciFi’s The Chronicle and was a recurring guest star 
on TNT’s Raising The Bar. Notable TV guest starring roles include 

the befuddled landlord Sylvio on Seinfield, and his only role as a woman, Rhonda on 
The Chris Isaak Show.  He starred on Broadway with Faye Dunaway in Curse of an 
Aching Heart, and in the 1985 Tony award-winning revival of Death Of a Salesman, 
with Hoffman and John Malkovich, which he also filmed for CBS. He is the recipient 
of the Best Actor OBIE Award for his work in five very different performances during 
the 1979/1980 New York Theatre season. In 2005 he received the LA Film Festival 
Award for excellence in acting, as well as the Maverick Spirit Award for outstanding 
achievement in Film and Television at the Cinequest Film Festival.  
 
 
Rebecca Wisocky (Lillian Rearden) is an award winning theatre, film and 
television actress based in Los Angeles and NYC. She portrays Lillian Rearden in the 
upcoming feature film adaptation of Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged. Additional film and 
television credits include Pollock, series regular roles in pilots for ABC 
and Comedy Central, and recurring and guest starring roles on shows 
including the Season 4 premiere of True Blood as Queen Mab and the 
Series finale of “Big Love” as Emma Smith, “Saving Grace”, “CSI”, 
“The Mentalist”,  “Bones”, “Ugly Betty”, “N.C.I.S.”, “Cold Case,” 
“Without a Trace,” and  “Law & Order: Criminal Intent” among many 
others. She has originated roles at such theatres as The Vineyard, The 
Public, Signature, MCC, Classic Stage Company, The Culture Project, 
Humana, La Jolla, Berkeley Rep, among many others. Rebecca was 
recently awarded an OBIE for creating the role of the Leni Reifenstahl inspired ‘The 
Frau’ in Jordan Harrison’s play AMAZONS AND THEIR MEN Off-Broadway. She is 
an original member of the OBIE and BESSIE award-winning dance theatre company 
BIG DANCE and an honors graduate of NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. 
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ATLAS SHRUGGED – THE MOVIE 

- Production Notes – 
 
In 1992, John Aglialoro acquired the motion picture rights to Atlas Shrugged from 
Ayn Rand’s estate.  Expecting to attract a major studio, his path to production was 
similar to nearly all successful independent films when his contract obligated him to 
commence principal photography by June 15, 2010 or lose his motion picture rights. 
 
In the spirit of independence and individualism, Aglialoro dug into his own pockets 
and financed 100% of the $6.1 million production.  Rather than chase subsidies, he 
chose to film Atlas in Los Angeles where he found a pool of eager and talented 
craftspeople awaiting the opportunity to work. 
 
Partnering with Harmon Kaslow, they sought actors that possessed talent and passion 
rather than simply marquis recognition (even though the coveted role of “Dagny 
Taggart” had been chased by the likes of Barbara Stanwyck, Faye Dunaway, Raquel 
Welch, Farrah Fawcett, Sharon Stone, Julia Roberts, Charlize Theron, Anne 
Hathaway, and Angelina Jolie).  In May 2010, these independent producers armed 
with a crew of independent talent, a passionate director, and an iconic American novel 
began production of the first part of the 1100 page novel.  Principal photography 
started on Sunday, June 13, 2010, in and around Los Angeles.  Using the latest 
technology (the RED camera), the production lasted 5 weeks and wrapped July 23, 
2010. 
 
No major studio expressed interest in releasing the film theatrically, so Aglialoro 
formed Atlas Productions, LLC with the goal of becoming a mini studio and took on 
the theatrical distribution of the completed film.  Using the power of online 
technologies, on the day of the film’s premiere (April 15, 2011), “Atlas Shrugged” 
became the #1 search term on Google and 2nd most tweeted topic. Atlas debuted on 
nearly 300 screens in 40+ states and went on to earn nearly $5M in gross receipts and 
was one of the largest (truly) independent theatrical releases in 2011. Although most 
critics ravaged the independent effort, on Rotten Tomatoes more than 80% of the 
“audience” gave it a “liked it” rating. 
 
Twientieth Century Fox picked up the USA home video rights and set a street date of 
November 8, 2011 (Election Day) for the DVD release.  Netflix will be streaming the 
movie in March 2012 on its new “pay tv” service. 
 
The film is just starting its international runs with planned theatrical releases in 
Canada and Australia in November 2011. 
 
As a side note, when Ms. Ayn Rand wrote Atlas in the 1950’s, the working title was The 
Strike.  After her husband read the book, he suggested that she change the title to 
Atlas Shrugged, which stuck and has since remained a talking point in America.  
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ATLAS SHRUGGED - THE BOOK 

- Inspiration and controversy since its publication in 1957 - 
 
The theme of Atlas is about the role of individual achievement in society and what 
might happen when individual achievement is undervalued, suppressed and 
demonized.  The novel features complex characters some of whom embody heroism 
and others evil.  The plot combines drama, mystery, romance, and science fiction – 
the result is ultimately inspirational, not apocalyptic, and some of America’s most 
successful and recognized talents recognize the book for its influence and inspiration 
on their lives. 
 
The novel stars one of the finest female heroines of modern literature: Dagny Taggart.  
She is intelligent, tenacious, courageous, and as beautiful as she is strong. She 
provides a rare screen example of life lived on one’s own terms, for one’s own values.   

Dagny recognizes the accomplishment and smarts of Henry Rearden, who’s invented a 
revolutionary product and looks forward to the rewards of his accomplishment.  When 
warned by a close friend, Rearden proclaims, “My goal is to make money” with pride. 
He is an industrialist who improves the quality of life for all – and values his reward.   

Atlas Shrugged’s villains are evil, but as familiar as our local neighbor – as they 
undercut and subvert talent and achievement.  

RELEVANCE TO TODAY 
- - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged & Objectivism - 

-  
Ask yourself: What would happen, if some of society’s most innovative and successful 
“producers” disappeared … vanished from their jobs and essentially shuttered their 
business.  Imagine Steve Jobs, Sergey Brin and other industrialists decide to 
disappear and they simply fall off the radar.  Their company’s immediately robbed of 
their respective creative genius. Who then would be powering America? The 
predictive answer lies in Atlas Shrugged Part I.  
 
For the millions around the world who have read Rand’s books, for those curious 
about her controversial philosophy, and for the uninitiated, and skeptical – the film, 
which only covers the first third of the book, is an opportunity to see a faithful 
adaptation of this timeless story. 
 
People who’ve read the book marvel at its prophetic nature as many of the 
consequences envisioned by Rand seem to be happening today. 
 
Rand’s unique literary genius shows the price to be paid by the individual and society 
when the tragic words “from each according to his ability, to each according to his 
need” are carried out. 
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ATLAS SHRUGGED 

- Important Part of Our Culture - 
  

1. The novel has sold more than 8 million copies in the USA.   
2. Atlas Shrugged is listed as the most influential book after the Bible, per polls by 

Zogby and The Library of Congress.  
3. It is one of the only major works of American literature that deals with issues of 

vital relevance today – on an individual, national and international level – that 
has not been made into a feature film.  

4. Ayn Rand is the foremost champion of individual rights, freedom, democracy, 
capitalism, and has given Americans the philosophical, moral, and rational 
ground that they have come to take for granted. 

5. The slogan “Who is John Galt?” carries a loyal fan base and has been invoked 
during many political rallies. 

 
QUOTES 

- Atlas in the News - 
 

“Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand’s fourth and final novel, is said to be the second-
most influential book ever published, trailing only the Bible.”   

 
- NBC-San Diego 06/21/2010 

 
“Sales of Atlas Shrugged have reportedly increased dramatically since the US 
financial crisis began in September of 2008.”  

- SCIFI WIRE 07/22/2009 
 
“From 1972 to 1999, Albert S. Ruddy, the producer of The Godfather, tried 
unsuccessfully to bring Atlas Shrugged to film and then television.”   

-  
NEW YORK TIMES 01/14/2007 

 
“In the wake of the late 2000s recession Atlas Shrugged was put on the “must-
read” by conservative commentators as a warning against social progress as a 
reaction to the finance crisis. … Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 
Clarence Thomas had cited Atlas Shrugged as one of his favorite novels in 
2006. Republican Congressman John Campbell said: "People are starting to 
feel like we're living through the scenario that happened in [the novel]... We're 
living in Atlas Shrugged," echoing Stephen Moore in an article published in 
The Wall Street Journal on January 9, 2009, titled "Atlas Shrugged From 
Fiction to Fact in 52 Years”.  
 

- WIKIPEDIA -  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlas_Shrugged 
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“Sales of the 1957 philosophy novel, written by the late Ayn Rand, enjoyed a 
major resurgence over an 18-month period that coincided with pivotal 
economic moments.  Such is the modern-day fascination, according to The 
Economist, that the book's sales rank on Amazon climbed more than 500 
places in the book charts over a two-year period, eclipsing such rival tomes as 
Barack Obama's The Audacity of Hope. The report said: "The first jump, in 
September 2007, followed dramatic interest-rate cuts by central banks, and the 
Bank of England's bail-out of Northern Rock.  "The October 2007 rise 
happened two days after the Bush Administration announced an initiative to 
coax banks to assist subprime borrowers.  "A year later, sales of the book rose 
after America's Treasury said that it would use a big chunk of the $700 billion 
Troubled Asset Relief Program to buy stakes in nine large banks."  The 
publication said that Mr. Obama's stimulus plan gave the book another sales 
boost in January.”   

- TELEGRAPH Mark Coleman  03/2009 
 
 
 
 

X X X 


