
 
 

The Branch website can be found at www.northantstomcc.org.uk. The Club’s national website is at: 
www.tomcc.org; and if you are on Facebook search for “Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club”.  
 
Branch HQ:  

The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough, NN8 
1NJ. The pub is on the south-east side of 
Wellingborough, a 5 minute ride from the A45 and 
the southern section of the A509. It’s only a few 
hundred yards away from Pure Triumph, so if you 
know where the dealer’s showroom is our HQ will be 
easy to find. 
 
Here’s landlord Graham, and our own special 
barmaid Natalie, modelling the Branch T Shirts… 
 

Pure Triumph:  

Our local Triumph dealer is based in Wellingborough. 
The company’s website can be found at 
www.puretriumph.co.uk.  

On production of a current Triumph Owners 
membership card, Pure Triumph at 
Wellingborough will give a 10% discount on the 
following items: Clothing, Oxford Products, 
Helmets, Oil products, Labour on Servicing. 

 
 
 
New Members 

Please welcome these people, who joined the Northants Branch, since the July newsletter was 
distributed… 

 

Rob Cutler of Hardingstone 

Paul Ellingsham of Higham Ferrers 

Geoff Green of Desborough 

Jeff Marland of Old Stratford 

David Roberts of Silverstone 

Robert Seaward of Thrapston 

Paul Stephens of Newport Pagnell 

Bernie Wheeler of Byfield 
 
 
From the Archives 

In August 1989, due to a computer error, 41,000 Parisians received letters charging them with murder, 
extortion and prostitution – instead of traffic offences. 
  

http://www.northantstomcc.org.uk/
http://www.tomcc.org/
http://www.puretriumph.co.uk/


 

Events 

Wed 3rd Sep Club Night at The Crown. 8pm 

Tue 16th Sep Rideout to Leicester TOMCC at The Gate Hangs Well in Syston, LE7 1NH.  

Meet at The Trading Post, Bignal Court, Kettering, NN15 7RH, for 7pm. This 
is close to the A43/A14 junction, off Northampton Road. 

Wed 17th Sep Club Night at The Crown. 8pm 

Wed 24th Sep Classic Car & Bike Meet at White’s Nurseries, Clay Lane, Earls Barton, NN6 
0EP. 4.30pm-9pm. The last one for 2014 

www.classiccarmeet.co.uk  

Fri 26th Sep MacMillan’s ‘World’s biggest coffee morning’ at Salford Village Hall.  

See page 5. 

Wed 1st Oct Club Night at The Crown. 8pm 

Sat 4th Oct Ride To The Wall Meet at Northampton Services (M1 North Side) at 8.30am 

Wed 15th Oct Club Night at The Crown. 8pm 

Wed 5th Nov Club Night at The Crown. 8pm 

Wed 19th Nov Club Night at The Crown. 8pm 

22nd – 30th Nov Motorcycle Live at the National Exhibition Centre. What goodies will Triumph 
unveil this year? 

Tickets now on sale: www.motorcyclelive.co.uk  

Wed 3rd Dec Club Night at The Crown. 8pm 

Wed 17th Dec Club Night at The Crown. 8pm 

Fri 26th Dec Wild & Woolly Scramble at The Arm 
Farm, Blisworth. Provisional times: 
Practice 10am; Race at 11am. 
www.nmcc.co.uk  

The farm sits on really sticky boulder-clay 
so don’t wear anything that can’t cope 
with mud. 

 

Typical Wild & Woolly racing conditions: 

All ride outs are led by Paul Anderson. Please contact him if you want to be included in his mailing list for 
these: 07793-184725 or paul.l.anderson@btinternet.com 

Paul’s Ride Out Rules:  

1. Everybody and every bike welcome  
2. If it’s raining I am not going!   

http://www.classiccarmeet.co.uk/
http://www.motorcyclelive.co.uk/
http://www.nmcc.co.uk/
mailto:paul.l.anderson@btinternet.com


 

Northants TOMCC at Tridays 2014 

Paul & Julia Anderson, Neil & Lynne Wooding, and Geoff & Linda Davies go to Tridays 2014. 

Trip report by Paul Anderson 

On a cloudy and dull June morning, three 
intrepid Triumph bikers and their prettier halves 
met at the service station in Raunds, with the 
intention of going to Tridays, the biggest 
Triumph event in Europe, taking place every 
year in the village of Neukirchen (Newchurch) 
in Austria. Bikes loaded and fuelled up, setting 
off at 7-ish, only to stop at 7:15 (if that!) to put 
our wet weather gear on. I should have listened 
to Neil (more about him later)! 

Then, Neil started to explain about why his 
satnav system did not work. Lynne’s fault 
according to Neil. But ask Lynne the real 
reason (and we believe Lynne!) and she’ll tell 
you that the satnav battery was flat and needed 
recharging. Technical fault or human error? 

For the record, the three couples undertaking 
this fairly long ride were Paul & Julia Anderson 
(red Thunderbird), Neil & Lynne Wooding 
(black/red and chrome Rocket), and Geoff & 
Linda Davies (red Rocket, tribal motifs). 

Back to the story. It stopped raining and the M25 was like always, pretty busy. Filtering came to mind 
sooner rather than later! We stopped to have breakfast at Brands Hatch - Geoff's idea (nice one!). We’ll 
come back to Geoff later. 

M20, Euro Tunnel, French toll roads, and we arrived at the hotel in Reims (champagne country). It's about 
time the French issue exemption cards to foreigners for their toll roads! 

Anyway… The Campanille hotel was OK. Not the cleanest hotel in Reims by any stretch of imagination, but 
the Chinese meal was absolutely top notch, and a great opportunity for us to get to know one other better. 

Early morning start the following day, setting off with a view to get to the Black Forest in Germany for our 
second night. A little while into the ride and Julia touched my back, asking me to stop. After some 
discussion, "we" agreed that the journey would be more pleasant if we rode a bit more leisurely. So I 
slowed down for about ½ hour, then I gradually increased my speed again. Julia was happy, and you 
cannot beat sunshine rays on your face and a happy wife behind you! 

We stopped at Pension Williams in the Black Forest, which was a very pleasant and well run place. We got 
there at 3:00 pm, so after unloading the bikes we took the B500 road to go for a ride. We followed a twisty 
and windy road all the way up a hill, turned left and, at last, found some really excellent biking roads. 
Stopping by a beautiful lake, we had food and drinks, and relaxed a bit, watching the world go by and the 
various bikes enjoying the same ride as we had done. This was followed by a cracking evening meal, and 
we retired to our rooms fairly early so we could hit the road by 6:30 the following morning (Neil’s idea to get 
to Tridays sooner rather than later). Little did we know what was to come! 

I just happened to look at the weather forecast the night before, and saw the rain was due to make a 
comeback around 7:30. Poo… I hate riding in the rain! Anyway, off we went and rode until a service station 
in Stuttgart, where we stopped for coffee and petrol. This is when we encountered the "Crumbs, where are 
my house keys?" problem. At some point or another, we have all mislaid our keys, but finding this out at a 
service station in the heartland of Germany is not the best time, if ever there is a best time, for this to 
happen. We looked everywhere. Someone even suggested a full body search of Geoff, but we had not 
taken the right sort of gloves with us! So after searching for about 1 hour, the call was made to leave Geoff 
sort this one out and phone his insurance company, and we carried on riding towards Austria. Not the most 
auspicious start to the day! 



 

Onwards and upwards, we rode through the rain and the sunshine, our mind still thinking of Geoff and 
Lynda staying behind. We got to Newchurch about 4:00 pm, where I found that I had been booked in a 
different hotel than the one where Neil & Geoff would be staying. Their hotel was halfway up the hill, at the 
end of a winding road, whilst Julia and I were staying in Newchurch. So we had to split. Would we ever 
team up as a six again? 

After unpacking, Neil and Lynne took the shuttle bus down to Newchurch, and we did some sightseeing 
around Newchurch, looking at the many bikes on display, and taking time to browse the goods on offer at 
the many stalls. Good news came when we heard that Geoff had found his keys and was on his way, 
planning to arrive at his Newchurch hotel later on that evening. We enjoyed a meal, drank some beer, and 
watched a couple of bands. Amongst which Jimmy Cornett & the Deadmen (go to YouTube and search for 
"Raise the dust", a song written after the band rode four  Scramblers on the Transpyrenaica enduro event, 
taking place along the Franco-Spanish border, from coast to coast). 

The following morning, we woke up to be greeted by beautiful sunshine and a fantastic view over the 
village. Julia and I decided to go on a ride out, organised as part of the Tridays event, to the 
Grosseglockner (the highest mountain peak in Austria). With a start planned for 8:30, leaving from the lower 
square of the village, about 400 bikes assembled. We set off at a brisk pace in groups of 30, each with a 
leader and sweeper. One thing’s for sure, the Germans do like their Speed Triples and Daytonas, two 
models represented in force. After riding for about an hour, we arrived at the toll road up the pass. And 
what a road that was! 30 km of twists and turns, ups and downs, and hairy hairpins. You could visualise 
that one being described by a misty-eyed Jeremy Clarkson on Top Gear! 

We kept riding up the mountain, to end up at an altitude of 3100 metres. The scenery was out of this world. 
As you can imagine, we took lots of photos there (you can see a few in the pictures gallery). We then 
stopped for lunch, took our time, and rode back down to town, returning to Newchurch at 5:00 pm. That 
evening, we were back to full complement, as Geoff & Linda had arrived by then. We joined them, Neil and 
Lynne, to be a 6 again. Stories, drinks and leg-pulling followed... We met quite a few English riders that 
evening, swapped tales and found out information about the planned events on offer for the morning. 

The next day (once again in the presence of some sunshine), Julia and I got up early once again and went 
for 2 test rides, trying a Rocket, followed by an Explorer. With the help of local Triumph dealers, the 
organisers had every Triumph model currently on offer available for a test ride. Great effort Triumph! I then 
proposed that we should do a 'Top Gear challenge' which was to take back home with us and give to The 
Crown, our new HQ, a large Tridays poster. The winner would be the one to bring back the poster in the 
best possible condition, and the 2 losers having to pay £5 to the charity of their choice. We all decided to 
take the cable car and go to the top of Newchurch, where we had coffee and apfelstrudel at the café by the 
ski pistes, whilst enjoying the beautiful scenery. We all had a bit of trouble with our posters at some point or 
another, but Geoff managed to get his stuck in the cable car doors! (£5 pending Geoff?). During the 
afternoon, we took a trip to a waterfall, which name I cannot remember, a lovely 20 km ride. We rode, 
stopped, had a look, drank, ate an ice cream and went back to the hotel. In the evening, we had a meal at 
Neil and Geoff’s hotel, in the company of two other English guys (Rocket and Storm) and a friendly French 
chap (Thunderbird), who proudly showed me the ground pegs on his Thunderbird (he did walk with a stick 
as he had broken his leg in two places). 

After a great weekend in Newchurch, Monday morning came too quickly. We took our breakfast and started 
packing the gear on our bikes to start the long journey back home. We chose to ride out of Austria on a nice 
route, along a toll road that leads to a mountain pass. We stopped after 2 hours at a local MacD's for coffee 
(and for Neil to have his ration of cake), and we said our goodbyes. Julia and I were heading off to Munich 
to visit BMW Welt and museum, then Stuttgart (Mercedes museum), before pushing to Belgium and the 
towns of Ypres to see the Menin Gate and the Tyne Cot Cemetery near Passendale. Neil & Lynne and 
Geoff & Linda were going back to the Black Forest, then to France for one last night, and going home the 
next day. 

Our trip to Munich was very good. In the afternoon, we spent quite a bit of time wandering in the city, 
following a morning visit to BMW Welt (impressive building). Riding on to Stuttgart, we went to the 
Mercedes museum in the afternoon, followed by an evening meal in the city centre. We arrived in Ypres 
very late that evening, where the hotel was the very best of the entire trip. The following morning, quick 
shower, then breakfast. The latter was a real treat; possibly the best I have ever had!  



 

This set us up for the day, and there was so much food on offer that we made ourselves a packed lunch! 
We set off to the Menin Gate around 8:00. This was a very moving moment to see so many names of 
ordinary people, like you and me, who got caught by unimaginable events at a wrong time in history. From 
there, we travelled to Sanctuary Wood and the trenches of Hill 62. After the First World War, a farmer 
returned to reclaim his land in and around what was left of the wood he had left in 1914. A section of the 
original wood and the trenches in it were cleared of debris and casualties, but the farmer left a section of a 
British trench system, Hill 62, as he found it. To finish our tour of WW1 memorials, we set off to find Tyne 
Cot, the largest WW1 cemetery, where 12000 soldiers are buried. This was another of those times to be in 
a reflective mood, thinking about all the brave lads who lost their lives for us all. After this, we rode back to 
the Tunnel, then home. 

Well... what a trip! It was truly memorable. We saw some fantastic scenery, rode cracking routes, had great 
food and drink, and stayed in nice hotels. Best of all was the fun had by 6 people who did not really know 
each other when embarking on this journey, but who had struck a friendship by the end of it, not an 
uncommon occurrence when bikers meet. A special mention goes out to Linda and Julia who, both in 
various ways, were very apprehensive about the trip, but had a go, overcame their concerns, and ended up 
enjoying themselves. 

One last word about the trip. I am really glad I did it. Yes, it was a long way to ride on a Thunderbird and it 
left me pining for a touring-type bike, but I wouldn't have missed it for the world. Same next year? 

PS: The Top Gear challenge was won by Neil and Linda, leaving myself and Geoff both £5 poorer, a small 
sum that went to the Air Ambulance service. 
 

The Dartford Crossing 

If you use the Dartford crossing be aware that changes are being made as from October 2014. The toll 
booths are being removed in an attempt to increase traffic flow across the bridge and through the tunnels.  

Instead of paying at the booths, those vehicles using the crossing between 6am and 10pm will have to pay 
in advance, or before midnight the day after crossing. Drivers who don’t pay will face a penalty charge. 

The payment methods will be: a pre-pay account, online, by text, at retail outlets, over the phone, by post. 
The vehicle categories are unchanged so motorcycles, trikes, etc, will be free at all times. 
 

MacMillan’s ‘World’s biggest coffee morning’ – Friday 26th September 

The AJS & Matchless Owners and East 
Northants Classic Club are going to this and 
TOMCC members who are not working are 
invited to join them. Here’s what Lawrence 
Howes has to say about it… 

Our last summer daytime run, sob. It’s a 
good one to finish the season. Your chance 
to luxuriate in a full English served by 
comely lovelies who flirt terribly with you. 
Some of the ladies are nice too….  

We will be joined by the cracking lads and 
lasses of ENCMCC. Why, I believe that last 
year one actually got his wallet out much to 
everyone’s surprise! Last year MacMillan 
raised over twenty million through this event 
nationally. Come along and help them beat it 
this year! If everyone was as generous as 
Matt always is, it would be easy to double it.  
  

As you can see from the photo, Phil Short went last year, so contact him for details of when and where to 
meet. 
  



 

The shortest ever “Long Way Round”? 

I suppose that we all dream of taking an epic motorcycle ride, especially when the start and end points 
have a link: York to New York; Orleans to New Orleans; Boston to Boston; Perth to Perth.  

For our Branch the two obvious ones would be Northampton to Northampton (Western Australia) or 
Northampton to Northampton (Massachusetts), but on Monday 7th July I decided to embark on a less 
ambitious project – Northampton to Northampton (Worcestershire). 

The route out was up the A5 to Telford, then across to Church Stretton and down the A49 to Leominster. 
From there a mixture of roads east brought me to an area between Worcester and Kidderminster where 
can be found: Uphampton, Sytchampton, Comhampton, Dunhampton and Northampton. 

Hands up all those who even knew that there was another Northampton in England?  

 

 

 

Approaching the turn off on the 
Worcester-Kidderminster road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And here’s the main road leading to 
Northampton. Actually, it’s the only road 
through it or in it. 

This Northampton is slightly different in 
scale to the one that we are more familiar 
with - being a hamlet of perhaps a dozen 
houses, with no shops and no pub. 

 

The route home was via Alcester, 
Stratford upon Avon, Leamington Spa, a 
bit of the Fosse Way, Southam and 
Daventry. At 251 miles for the round trip 
it was hardly a world record. 

Sarge. 

 

 
  



 

Prizewinners at recent shows 
 
 
Les Barras receiving the Best in Show award at 
East Carlton for his Tiger 90. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ralph Love at the Brackley 
Festival of Motorcycling with 
his Triton. 
 
 
This took the Ace Café’s 
Best Café Racer award this 
year.  



 

Northants Branch Web Site 

 

If you haven’t paid it a visit yet take a look: www.northantstomcc.org.uk.  

The site includes an up to date calendar of events; contact details for the Branch Officers; some back 
copies of branch newsletters; reports on recent events in greater detail than can be accommodated in 
Nacelle; photo galleries; etc. 

The newsletter archives should become more extensive in the future, as and when time permits us to scan 
in those issues that are only held as hardcopies. For many of the early ones the print quality is a bit iffy so 
it’s likely that we will only retrieve some of the more interesting articles. 

Most pages on the website are on open access, but a few are restricted to branch members via a password 
that is advised to you separately. Francois Rossi is our webmaster and he is always looking for more things 
to add to it, so if you have anything to contribute talk to him at one of our branch events or e-mail him at: 
webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk.  

 

 

http://www.northantstomcc.org.uk/
mailto:webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk

